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54950. In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public commissions, boards and councils
and.the other public agencies in this-State exist to aid in the conduct of the people’s business. It is the intent of the

law that their actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly

The people of th|s State do not yield their soverelgnty to the agenues whlch serve them The people, in delegating
authonty, do’not give their public servants the right to decide what is good for the’ people to know ‘and what is not
qood for them to knéw. The people ‘insist on remalnlng lnformed S0 that they may retam control over the .
lnstruments they have created. ’

(Ada’ed by St‘ats 1953 Ch 1588)
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54950.5. 5, Thls chapter sha]l be known as the Ralph M Brown Act
(Ado'ed by Stats 1961 Ch 115)
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54951, As used m thls chapter, “Iocal agency” means a county, cuty”, whether general Iaw or chartered C|ty and
county, town school district, mun|C|paI corporatlon district, political SubdrV|5|on or any board commission or
agency thereof, or;other local public agency.
{Amended by Stats..1958, -Ch, 1417.) -
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54952, As used in this chapter, “legislative body” means:
(a) The govermng body of a local agency or any othér Tocal body created by state or federal statute

(b) A commlssmn commlttee board, or other body of a local agency, whether permanent or temporary, S
decmonmakmg or adwsory, created by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body.
However, advisory committees, .composed solely of the members of the legislative body that are less than a quorum
of the legislative body are not legislative bodies, except that standing committees of a legislative body, irrespective
of their compasition, which have a continuing subject matter jurisdiction, or a meeting schedule fixed by charter,
ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body are legislative bodies for purposes of this chapter.

(c) (1} A board, commission, committee, or other multimember body that governs a private carporation, limited
liability company, or other entity that either:

{A) Is created by the elected legislative body in order to exercise authority that may lawfully be delegated by
the elected governing body to a private corporation, limjted liability company, or other entity. s

{B) Receives funds from a local agency and the membership of whose governing body includes a member of
the legislative body of the local agency appointed to that governing body as a full voting member by the
legislative body of the local agency.

(2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1), no board, commission, committee, or other multimember
body that governs a private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity that receives funds from a local
agency and, as of February 9, 1996, has a member of the legislative body of the local agency as a full voting




member of the governing body of that private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity shall be
relieved from the public meeting requirements of this chapter by virtue of a change in status of the full voting
member to a nonvoting member.

(d) The lessee of any hospital the whole or part of which is first leased pursuant to subdivision (p) of Section 32121
of the Health and Safety Code after January 1, 1994, where the lessee exercises any material authority of a
legislative body of a local agency delegated to it by that legislative body whether the lessee is organized and
operated by the local agency or by a delegated authority.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1073, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54952.1. Any person elected to serve as a member of a legislative body who has not yet assumed the duties of
office shall conform his or her conduct to the requirements of this chapter and shall be treated for purposes of
enforcement of this chapter as if he or she has already assumed office.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 2. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54952.2. (a) As used in this chapter, "meeting” means any congregation of a majority of the members of a
legislative body at the same time and location, including teleconference location as permitted by Section 54953, to
hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative
body.

(b) (1) A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not, outside a meeting authorized by this chapter, use
a series of communications of any kind, directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, or take action on
any item of business that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing an employee or official of a local agency, from engaging in
separate conversations or communications outside of a meeting authorized by this chapter with members of a
legislative body in order to answer questions or provide information regarding a matter that is within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the local agency, if that person does not communicate to members of the legislative body
the comments or position of any other member or members of the legislative body:.

(3) (A) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing a member of the legislative body from engaging in
separate conversations or communications on an internet-based social media platform to answer questions,
provide information to the public, or to solicit information from the public regarding a matter that is within the
subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body provided that a majority of the members of the legislative body
do not use the internet-based social media platform to discuss among themselves business of a specific nature
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. A member of the legislative body shall not
respond directly to any communication on an internet-based social media platform regarding a matter that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body that is made, posted, or shared by any other member
of the legislative body.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, all of the following definitions shall apply:

(i) “Discuss among themselves” means communications made, posted, or shared on an internet-based
social media platform between members of a legislative body, including comments or use of digital icons
that express reactions to communications made by other members of the legislative body.

(i) “Internet-based social media platform” means an online service that is open and accessible to the
public.

(iii) "Open and accessible to the public” means that members of the general public have the ability to
access and participate, free of charge, in the social media platform without the approval by the social media
platform or a person or entity other than the social media platform, including any forum and chatroom, and
cannot be blocked from doing so, except when the internet-based social media platform determines that an
individual violated its protocols or rules.

(¢) Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this chapter upon any of the following:

(1) Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a legislative body and any other person that do not
violate subdivision (b).




(2) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at a conference or similar gathering open
to the public that involves a discussion of issues of general interest to the public or to public agencies of the type
represented by the legislative body, provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves,
other than as part of the scheduled program, business of a specified nature that is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the local agency. Nothing in this paragraph is intended to allow members of the public free
admission to a conference or similar gathering at which the organizers have required other participants or
registrants to pay fees or charges as a condition of attendance.

(3) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and publicized meeting
organized to address a topic of local community concern by a person or organization other than the local agency,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled
program, business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the
local agency.

(4) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and noticed meeting of another
body of the local agency, or at an open and noticed meeting of a legislative body of another local agency,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled
meeting, business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the
local agency.

(5) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at a purely social or ceremonial occasion,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves business of a specific nature that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local agency.

(6) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and noticed meeting of a
standing committee of that body, provided that the members of the legislative body who are not members of the
standing committee attend only as observers.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2020, Ch. 89, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 1. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

34952.3. (a) A legislative body that has convened a meeting and whose membership constitutes a quorum of any
other legislative body may convene a meeting of that other legislative body, simultaneously or in serial order, only if
a clerk or a member of the convened legislative body verbally announces, prior to convening any simultaneous or
serial order meeting of that subsequent legislative body, the amount of compensation or stipend, if any, that each
member will be entitled to receive as a result of convening the simultaneous or serial meeting of the subsequent
legislative body and identifies that the compensation or stipend shall be provided as a result of convening a
meeting for which each member is entitled to collect compensation or a stipend. However, the clerk or member of
the legislative body shall not be required to announce the amount of compensation if the amount of compensation
is prescribed in statute and no additional compensation has been authorized by a local agency.

(b) For purposes of this section, compensation and stipend shall not include amounts reimbursed for actual and
necessary expenses incurred by a member in the performance of the member’s official duties, including, but not
limited to, reimbursement of expenses relating to travel, meals, and lodging.

(Added by Stats. 2011, Ch. 91, Sec. 1. (AB 23) Effective January 1, 2012.)

54952.6. As used in this chapter, “action taken” means a collective decision made by a majority of the members of a
legislative body, a collective commitment or promise by a majority of the members of a legislative body to make a
positive or a negative decision, or an actual vote by a majority of the members of a legislative body when sitting as
a body or entity, upon a motion, proposal, resolution, order or ordinance.

(Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1671.)

54952.7. A local agency shall provide a copy of this chapter to any person elected or appointed to serve as a
member of a legislative body of the local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 3. (§B 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953, (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be
permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing
for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any meeting or proceeding
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authorized by law. The. teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all otherwise applicable .
requlraments of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provnslons of law relating to a specific type of meeting or
proceeding.

(2) Teleconferenclng, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meetlng
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body, If the Iegislatlve body of a local agency elects to use
teleconferencmg, the legislative body of-a local agency shall’ comply with all of the following:

{A) All votes taken during_a‘teieconferenced rneetmg shail be by rollcall.
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(B} The teleconferenced meetings. shall be conducted in a manner that protects the statutory and -
constitutional rights of the parties or the public app€aring before the legislative body-of a local agency.

" (C) The legislative body shall give notice’ of the méeting and post agendas as otherwise required by this
chapter

(D) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the meetmg and the agenda shall provide
an opportunity for members of the public to address the ieglslatlve body directly pursuant to Section 54954 3.

{3) If the Iegislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferenclng, it shall post agendas at all
teieconference locations, Each teleconference location shall be identified in the rfotice and agenda of the meeting
or proceeding, and each teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. Durmg the teleconference, at
least a quorum of the members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of
the territory over which the local agency exercises juri'sdiction, except as expressly provided in this.chapter..

(4} The teleconferencmg requirerments of this subdiwsmn shall not apply to remote partiupation described in
subdivision (c) '

(c) (1) Nothmg in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit 2 member of a Ieg|slat=ve body with a disability from
participating in any meéting of the legislative bddy by remote partiupation as a reasonable accommodation
pursuant to any applicable law, ' ' -

{2} A member of a legislative body participating In a meeting by remote partlc:lpation pursuant to this subdivision
shall do both of the following:

) (A) The member shall partu:ipate through both audio.and visual technology, except that any member with a
‘disability, as'defined in Section 12102 of Titlé 42 of the United States Code, may participate only through
audio technology if a.physical condition related to their.disability results in a need to participate off camera.

(B) The member shall disclose at the meeting before any action is taken, whether any other individuals 18
years of age or older are present.in the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature

of the members relatlonshrp with any of those individuals, . P

(3) Remote participation under thls subdw:sron shall be treated as in- person attendance at the physical meeting
location for all purposes, including any reguirement that a quorum of the legislative body participate from any
particular location, The provisions of subdivision (b) and Sections 54953.8 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, shall not apply
to remote participation under this subdivision,

~ (d) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret -ballot, whether preliminary or final.

(2) The legislative body' of a local agency.shall publiicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that
action of each member present for the action,

(3) (A) Prior to taking final action, the.legislative body shall orally report a:summary of a recommendation for a
final action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation pald in the form of fringe benefits of esther of the
followmg during the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken: :

(i) A local agency executive, as defined in subdivision {d) of Section 3511.1" et
(i) A department head or other similar administrative.ofﬁcer of the local agency,

{B) This paragraph shall not affect the publ'lc‘sl right' under the California Public Records Act (Divi'sion- 10
{commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the process
_rof developing the recommendation..

1

(e) For purposés of this section, both of the following definitions appiy:




(1) “Disability” means a physical disability or a mental disability as those terms are defined in Section 12926 and
used in Section 12926.1, or a disability as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code.

(2} (A) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A}, “teleconference” does not include one or more members watching or
listening to-a meeting via webcasting or any other similar electromc medium that does not permit members to
interactively speak, d:scuss, or deliberate on matters.

(3) “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by teleconference at a location other than any
physma] meeting location de5|gnated in the not|ce of the meetlng

{Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 534, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2025, Ch 327, Sec..4. (5B 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

34953.1. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to prohibit the members of the legislative body of a
local agency from giving testimony in private before a grand jury, either as individuals or as a body.

(Added by Stats, 1979, Ch. 950.) - ' A
54953.2. . || meetings of a legislative body of a-local agency that are’open and public shall meet the protections and
prohibitions contained in Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec, 12132), and the
federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. ‘

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch, 300, Sec. 5. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54953.3. A:member of the public shall not be required, as a condition to attendance at a meeting of a-legislative -
body of a local agency, to register his or her name, to provide other information, to complete a questmnnalre, or
otherwise to fulfill any condition precedent to his or her attendance. ;

If an atteridance list, register, questionnaire, or other'similar document is posted at or near the entrarice to the'
room where the meeting is to be held, or is circulated to the persons present during the meeting, it shall state
clearly that the signing, registering, or completion of the document is voluntary, and that all persons may attend
the meeting regardless of whether a person signs, registers, or completes the document.

(Amended by Stats, 1981, Ch. 968, Sec. 28.)

549534, (a) The Legislature finds and declares that public access, including through translation of agendas as
required by this section, is necessary for an informed populace. The Legislature encourages local agencies to adopt
public access requirements that exceed the requirements of this chapter by translating additional languages,
employing human translators, and conducting additional outreach.

(b) (1) In addition to any other applicable requirements of this chapter, a meeting held by a eI|g|ble legislative body
pursuant to this chapter shall comply with both of the following requirements:

(A) (i) (I} (ia) All open and public meetings shall include an opportunity for members of the public'to attend
via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform, except if adequate telephonic or internet
service Is not operational at the meeting location. If adequate telephonic or internet service is operational at
the meeting location during only a portion of the meeting, the legislative body shall include an opportunity for
mermbers of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform during
that portion of the meeting.

(ib) (Ia) On or before July 1, 2026, an eligible legislative body shall approve at a noticed public
meeting in open session, not on the consent calendar, a policy regarding disruption of telephonic or
internet service occurring during meetings subject to this sub-subclause. The policy shall address the
procedures for recessing and reconvening a meeting in the event of disruption and the efforts that the
eligible legislative body shall make to attempt to restore the service,

(Ib) If a disruption of telephonic or internet service that prevents members of the public from
attending or observing the meeting via the two-way te‘lephonic service or two-way audiovisual
platform occurs during the meeting, the eligible legislative body shal!l recess the open session of
the meeting for at least one hour and make a good faith attempt to restore the service. The
eligible legislative body may meet in closed session during this“period. The eligible legislative body




shall not reconvene the open session of the meeting until at least one hour following the
disruption, or until telephonic or internet service is restored, whichever is earlier.

(Ic) Upon reconvening the open session, if telephonic or internet service has not been restored,
the eligible legislative body shall adopt a finding by rollcall vote that good faith efforts to restore
the telephonic or internet service have been made in accordance with the policy adopted pursuant
to sub-sub-subclause (la) and that the public interest in continuing the meeting outweighs the
public interest in remote public access.

(II) Subclause (I) does not apply to a meeting that is held to do any of the following:
(ia) Attend a judicial or administrative proceeding to which the local agency is a party.

(ib) Inspect real or personal property provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items
directly related to the real or personal property,

(ic) Meet with elected or appointed officials of the United States or the State of California, solely to
discuss a legislative or regulatory issue affecting the local agency and over which the federal or state
officials have jurisdiction.

(id) Meet in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the topic of the meeting is limited
to items directly related to the facility.

(ie) Meet in an emergency situation pursuant to Section 54956.5,

(ii) If an eligible legislative body elects to provide a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative
body shall publicly post and provide a call-in option, and activate any automatic captioning function during
the meeting if an automatic captioning function is included with the two-way audiovisual platform. If an
eligible legislative body does not elect to provide a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative
body shall provide a two-way telephonic service for the public to participate in the meeting, pursuant to
subclause (I).

(B) (i) All open and public meetings for which attendance via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way
audiovisual platform is provided in accordance with paragraph (1) shall provide the public with an opportunity
to provide public comment in accordance with Section 54954.3 via the two-way telephonic or two-way
audiovisual platform, and ensure the opportunity for the members of the public participating via a two-way
telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform to provide public comment with the same time allotment as a
person attending a meeting in person.

(2) (A) An eligible legislative body shall reasonably assist members of the public who wish to translate a public
meeting into any language or wish to receive interpretation provided by another member of the public, so long as
the interpretation is not disrupting to the meeting, as defined in Section 54957.95, The eligible legislative body
shall publicize instructions on how to request assistance under this subdivision. Assistance may include any of the
following, as determined by the eligible legislative body:

(i) Arranging space for one or more interpreters at the meeting location.
(ii) Allowing extra time during the meeting for interpretation to occur.

(iii) Ensuring participants may utilize their personal equipment or reasonably access facilities for
participants to access commercially available interpretation services.

(B) This section does not require an eligible legislative body to provide interpretation of any public meeting,
however, an eligible legislative body may elect to provide interpretation of any public meeting.

(C) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or accuracy of any interpretation facilitated,
assisted with, or provided under this subdivision. An action shall not be commenced or maintained against the
eligible legislative body arising from the content or accuracy of any interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or
provided under this subdivision.

(3) An eligible legislative body shall take the following actions to encourage residents, including those in
underrepresented communities and non-English-speaking communities, to participate in public meetings:

(A) Have in place a system for electronically accepting and fulfilling requests for meeting agendas and
documents pursuant to Section 54954.1 through email or through an integrated agenda management
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‘blatfo’rm. Information about bow to make a request using this éys’tem shall be.accéssible through -aA prominent
direct link posted on the primary internet website home page of the eligible legislative body.

(B} (i) Create and maintain an accessible internet webpage dedicated to public meetings that-includes, or
provides a link to, all of the following information:

(I) A general explanation of the public meeting process for the-eligible legislative body.

{11y An’ explanatlon of the procedures for a member of the public to provide in-person or’ remote oral
public comment during a public meeting or ta submit written public comment.

(111 ‘A calendar of all public meeting dates with ‘zalendar listings that-include the date, time, and location
of each public meetihg. - A I
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(IV) The agenda posted online pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdwisuon (a) of Section 54954 2

(u) The eligible legislative body shall include a link to the webpage reqmred by: subparagraph (A) on. the
- home page of.the eligible Ieg|sla|:|ve body’s internet website, .

(C) (|) Make reasonable efforts, as determined by the leglslatwe body, to Invite groups that do not tradltlonally
parbcnpate in publlc meetlngs to atterd those meetmgs, which may mclude, but are not Ilmlted to, atl the
followmg . B .

(I) Media organizations that provide news coverage in the jurisdiction of the elrglble Ieglslatlve body,
|nclud|ng media organizations that serve non- -English-speaking communities.

(11) Good government, civil rights, civic engagement, neigbborhood and community group -’
organizations, or similar orgamzatlons that are active in the ]ur|sd|ct|on of the ellglble Iegislatlve body,
including organizations active in non-English-speaking communities.

_(:l) Legislative bedies shall have broad discretion in the choice of reasonable efforts they make under this
'subparagraph Né action shall be comimienced or maintained’ agalnst an éligible [egrslatlve body arlsmg from
'fallmg to prowde publlc meetmg information to any spemt"c group pursuant to thls subparagraph

(c) (1).(A) The agenda for each.meeting of an eligible legislative body shall be translated into all appllcable
Ianguages, and each translation shall be posted in accordance with Section 54954.2, Each translation shall include
instructions I the" a@pplicable Ianguage describlng how to join the meetlng by the telephonlc or internet-based
service option, including any requirements for registration for public comment.

-(B) The-accessible internet webpage provided under subparagraph (B} of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b} shall
be translated into all applicable languages, and each translation shall be accessible through a prominent direct
Ilnk posted on the prlmary lnternet websnte home page of the el|g|ble Ieglslatlve body

[N

(2) A translatlon made usmg a digital translation service shall satisfy the requlrements of paragraph (1).

(3) The ellg:ble legislative body shall make available a physncal locatlon that is freely accessible to the public in
reasonable’proximity to the physical location in which the agenda and translations -are postad-as described in
paragraph (1), and shall allow members of the public to post additicnal translations of the agenda in that
location,

(4) The eligible legislative body, is not responsible for the content or accuracy of any translation provided pursuant
to this subdivision. No action shall be commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising from
the content, accuracy, pasting, or removal of any translation provided by the eligible legislative body or posted by
any person pursuant to this subdivision.

(5) For the purposes of this section, the agenda does not include the entire agenda packet.
(d) This section shall not be construed to affect or supersede any other applicable civil rights, nondiscrimination, or
public access laws.

{e) For purposes of this section, all of the following definitions apply:

(1) (A) “Applicable languages” means [anguages, according to data from the most recent American Community
Survey, spcken jointly by 20 percent or more of the applicable population, provided that 20 percent or more of
the population that speaks that language in that city or county speaks English less than “very well.”

{B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A), the applicable population shall be determined as follows:




() For an eligible legislative body that'is a city council or county board of supervisors, the applicable = .
population shall be the population of the city or county.

(i) For an eligible legislative body of a special district, the applicable population shall be either of the
following, at the discretion of the board of directors.of the special district:

(1) The population of the county with the greatest population within the boundaries of the spemal
© district, )

(IT) The popdlation of the service area of the special district, if the 'special district has the data to
.determine what languages spoken by the population within its service area meet the requirements of
. paragraph (A}.

(C) If more than three languages meet the criteria set forth in subparagraph (A), “applicable languages” shall
mean the three languages described in subparagraph (A) that are spoken by the largest pearcentage of the,
population.

(P} An eligible legisiative body may elect to determine the applicable languages based upon a source other
than the most recent American Community Survey if it-makes a finding, based upon substantial avidence, that
the other source provides equally or more rellable data for. the territory over whuch the elig|b|e Iegislatlve body
exercises jurisdiction, :

(2) “Ellglbls_a legislative body” mearis any of the fol]owind:
- (A) A city council of a city with.a population of 30,000 or more.
‘(B)"A county board of supervisors of a county, ar city and"county, with a population of 30,000 or more.
. '((f) A city codncif of a city located in a coun'ty with a population of 600,000 or more.

. (D} The board of directors of a special district that has an internet website and meets any of the following
conditionS'

(|) The boundaries of the special district include the entlrety of a county with a prUlathl’l of 600 000 or
' _ more, and the special district has over 200 full-time eguivalent employees.

(ii) The specual district has over 1, 000 full-time equivalent employees

(i} The spemal district has annual revenues, based on the most recent Fmanaal Transact:on Report data
published by the California State Controller, that exceed four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000),
adj'usted annually for inflation commencing January 1, 2027, as measured by the percentage change in the
California Consumer Price Index from January 1 of the prior year to January 1 of the current year, and the
spécial district employs over 200 full-time equivalent employees,

(3) "Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to
participate in @8 meeting via both an interactive video conference and a'two-way telephonic service.

(4) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that dees not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbaily participate.

(f) This section shall becormne operative on July &, 2026.

(@) Th|s section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date Is repealed,

(Added by.Stats. 2025, Ch. 327,:5ec. 5. (SB 707} Effective January 1, 2026, Qperative July 1, 2026, by its own provfs;ons
Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.5. (a) Any.person attending an open and public meeting of a legislative. body of a local agency shall have the
right to record the proceedings in the absence of a reasonable finding by the legislative body of the local agency
that the recording cannot continue without noise, illumination, or obstruction of view that constitutes, or would
constitute, a persistént disruption of the proceedings, ° . : W e

(b) Any recording of an open and public meeting made for whatever purpose by or at the direction of the Iocal
agency shall be subject to Inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act {Division iq {commencing with
Section 7920,000) of Title 1), but, notwithstanding Section 34090, may be erased or destroyed 30 days after the
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recording. Any inspectlon ‘of an audio or video recording shall be provided wlthout charge on eqmpment made:
available by the local agency. ;

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec: 6. (58 707) Effective January.1, 2026.) . - . L S e

" .
o

-.5-19..5-3.5: No. legislative body of a. local agency shall prohibit or otherwise restrict the broadcast of its epen and |

public meetmgs in the.absence of a reasonable finding that the broadcast cannot be accomplished without noise,
illumination, or obstruction of view that would constitute a persistent disruption of the proceedings.

(Amended by Stats. 1994,.Ch. 32, Sec. 6. Effective March 30, 1994, Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54953.7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, legisiative bodies of local agencies may impose requirements
upor themselves which allow greater access to their meetings than prescribed by the minimal standards sat forth in
this chaptér. 1n addition thereto, an elected legislative body of a local agency may- |mpose those requwements on
appointed. legislative bodies of the Iocal agéency. ' .

{Amended by Stats 2025 ch. 327 Sec 7 (SE 707) Effective Januaryl 2026 )

549538, (a) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing as authorized by subdivision (b} of
Section 54953 without complying with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Sect1on 54933.in any
of the mrcumstances described in Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive. .- ) L e

. LA
P -

{b) A legislative body that holds & teleconference meeting pursuant to 'this-settion shall in: addmon to any other
applicable requirements of this chapter, comply with all of the following: oo L

(1) The legislative body ‘shall prowde at least one of the followmg as g means by whlch the publlc may remotely
hear and wsually observe the meeting, and remotely address the Ieglslatlve body: o

. (A) A two-way audiovisual platform.

' v : * \ B o i o " JCRTRR

" *(B) A twd:way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting,

(2) In each instance in which” not|ce of the time of the teleconfererice meetlng held pufsuant {0 this sectlon is
otherW|se gwen or the agenda for the meetlng is otherwise posted, the Ieglslatlve body shall also glve notlce of
the means by which members of the public may access the meeting and offer public domment. The agencia shall
:dentlfy and Include &r opportunity for-all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service
option. _

(3) In the event of a'disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the maetmg to mernbers of
the publlc using the cali-in option ar internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local
agency's control that prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call- |n .option or
internet-based servicé option, the legislative body shall take no further action on |tems appearmg ‘on the meeting
agenda until public accéss to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service optlon is restored
Actions taken on agenda items during a dlsruptlon that prevents the Ieglslatlve body from broadcastlng the
meétiig may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.

(4) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and must
provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative bady and offer comment in real time.

(5) Notwiths}tanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an
internet website, or other anline platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to reglster as required by the third-party internet
website or online’ platform te participate.

(6) (A) A legislative bedy that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the
public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register; pursuant to’ paragraph (5); to provide
public comment until that timed public commaent period has elapsed:

(B) A Iegislative( body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment
separate;ly on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public
members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register
pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of.providing public.comment:
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(C) A legislative body that provides a timed generel public comm‘ent period that does not correspond to a
specific agenda item shall fot close the public comment period of the opportunity to register, pursuant to
paragraph (5), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed,
(7) Any member.of the legislative body who participates ina teleconference meeti'ng from a remote Iocation
pursuant to this section and the specific provision of law that the member relied upan to permlt their participation
by te]econferencmg shall-be listed in the minutes of the meetmg oo ‘ P T
(8). The legislative body shall have and |mplement a procedure for receiving and szftIy resol\nng requests for
reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent with the. federal Americans with Disabilities
JAct of 1990 (42 U. S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any:doubt in favor of accessrbihty In each instance in which
notrce of thé trme of the meetmg is otherwise glven or the agenda for'the meetmg us otherwtse posted the

legislatlve body shall also give notrce of the procedure for receiving and resolvmg requests for accommodatlon

(9) The, legislative bod.y shall conduct meetlngs sul;;ect to this chapter consistent with appllcable crw! rights and
" nondiscrimination laws.

< - ' ' " . * N - SR - .t ey

(c} A local agency shall identify and make.available to legislative bodies a list of one or more meetinglacatiors.that
may be available for.use by the legistative ‘bodies to conduct their meetings.

{d} (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from prouidjng the public with additional...
teleconference locations.

(2} Nothlng in this section shall prohibit a Ieglslatlve body from provrdlng the public with addrtlonal physmal
locations i ln which the public may observe and address the Ieglslatlve body by electronlc means ot 5

{e) A member of a legislative'body who participates in a teleconference meeting from a remote Iocat:on pursuant to
» this section shall publicly disclose at the meeting before any action Is taken whether any other individuals 18 years
of age.or older are present in the room at the remote’ Iocatlon with the member, and the general nature of the
member's relattonshlp with those individuals..

(f) The teleconferéncing provisions described in Section 549532 and Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive; are
cumulative, A legislative body may elect to use any.teleconferencing provisions that are applicable to a meeting,
regardless of whether any other tefeconferencmg prowsmns would also be applicable to that meeting.

(g) For purposes of this sectlon the following definitions apply:

.2.{1)-"Remote location” means a location from which a member of a legislative body participates:in a meeting. > .7
pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b), other than any physical meeting location designated in the notice of
the meeting. Remote locations need not be accessible to the public..

it AERTRTO

) (2) “Teléconferénce” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different’ Iocatrons
" connected by electrénic means, through either audio or video, or both.

a

{3) “Two-way aUdiovisual platform” means an online platform that prowdes partlcrpants W|th the ablllty to _
partlmpate In-‘a meeting via both an.interactive video conference and a two ~way telephonlc service “A two- way
audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of video for the public participants.

{4) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate.

(5) “Webcastlng" means a streaming video broadcast online or on television, using streaming media technology
to distribute a single content source to many simultaneous listeners and viewers,

(Added by Stats, 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 8. (SB.707} Effective January 1, 2026.) . e
34953.8.1. -(a) A-health althority may conduct a teleconference meeating pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that,
it complies with the requirements of that.section. . . - s . C

(b} Nothing in this section or Section 54953.8 shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from

regularly meeting at.a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authorlty or-fromr usrng teleconference
locations W|th|n or near the jurisdiétion of the authority. .o P A A AT

(e), For, purposes of this section, a health althority means any entity creatéd pursuant to Sectidns 14018 7.

14087 31, 14087. 35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint powers
authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose
of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3. of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory committee to a




county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2:2 (commencing with Section 1340) ‘of Division-2 of
the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members
(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 9. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.8.2. () A legislative body of a Jocal agency may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section, .
54953,8 during a proclaimed state of emergency ar local emergency, provided that it complies with the
requwements of that section and the teleconferencmg is used In either of the following mrcumstances

. {1) For the purpose of determlnmg, by maJor|ty vote, whether.as a result of the emergency, meetmg in person
would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees

‘(2) After a détermination described in paragraph (1) Is made that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in
person would present imminent risks to the health or.safety of. attendees S B T Ry T
(b)’If the state of emergency or Iocal emergency remains active, in order to continue to teleconference.pursuant to
this section, the legislative body shall, no later than 45 days after teleconferencing for. the first tlme pursuant to .-

this section; and every 45 days.thereafter, make the following findings by majority vote:. L NI

(1) The leglslatlve body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency or local emergency.

(2) The state of emergency or Iocal emergency’ continues k¢ dlrectly lmpact the ablhty of the members to meet
safely’in person.

(¢} This section shall not be construed to require the Iegislative body to provide a physical location from which the
public may attend or comment

'
v

(d) Notmthstandlng paragraph (1) of subdlwsuon (b) of Sectlon 54953 8, a legislative body conductlng a |
teleconference meeting pursuant to_this section may. elect to use a two- way te[ephonlc serwce W|thout a Ilve
webcastnng of the meetlng

" + ' 3
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(e) For purposes.of-this- sectlon the. followmg ‘definitions. apply: R L A S L S

(1) "Local emergency” means a condition of extreme peril to perscns or property proclaimed by the governing
body of the local agency affected, ih accordance:with Sectioh 8630 of the.California Emergency.Services Act,. . -
(Chapter 7 (commencing with Séction 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2), as. defined in Section 8680:9or.ailocal... ...
health emergency declared pursuant to Section 101080. of the Health and Safety Code. Local emergency, as used
in this section, refers only to local emergenues In the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency
éxercises jurisdiction. R P ' : i

{2) “State.of emergency” means state of emergency proclaimed pureuant to Section 8625 of the. Californid:
Emergency Services Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1. of Title'2}.. = ... =~ @ or

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 10. (S8 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.8.3. (a) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section
54953.8 if, during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
participates in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda, which location shall be open
to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction,
provided that the legislative body complies with the requirements of Section 54953.8 and all of the following
additional requirements:

(1) A member of the legislative body notifies the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible, including at
the start of a regular meeting, of their need to participate remotely for just cause, including a general description
of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting.

{2) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology.
{3) (A) The provisions of this subdivision shall not serve as a means tor any member of a legislative body to
participate in meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for just cause for

more than the following number of meetings, as applicable:

(i} Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per month or less.

e —
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(ii) Five meetings per.year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per month.
. (ifi)'Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body ret_‘;ularly"meets three or more times per ménth.

" (B} For thé purpose of counting meetings attended by‘teleconference under this paragraph, a "meeting” shall
be'defined as any number of meetlngs of the legislative body of a Iocal agency that begln on the same
calendar day: ’ ' : v

[

{b) The minutes for the meetlng shall ldentlfy the specur‘c provision in subdivision (c). that each member relied upon
to parti¢ipate remotely. This subdlvision shall not be construed to require the membér to distlose any medical .
diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information that is otherwise exempt under existing law, mcIudIng,
but not limited to, the Conf“dentlahty of Medlcal Informatlon Act (Chapter 1 (commencmg with Sectlon 56) of Part.
2.6 of Drwsmn 1 of the Civil Code)

\ ; " Y e L S
{c) For purposes of this section, “just. cause" means-any of the followmg

~(1) Childcare or caregiving need of a ch:ld, parent, grandparent, grandchild,.sibling, spouse,.or domestic partner
_' that requires them to participate remotely “Child,” “parent,” “grandparent " “grandchild " and “Slbllng:' have the
same teaning as those térms dg in Section 12945,2.

(2) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person

N

(3) A need related to a physmal or mental condltlon that is not subject. to subdlwslon (c) of Sectlon 54953

i R

{4) Travel while on ofﬂcial business of the Ieglslative body or another state or local agency W

(5) An |mmunocomprom|sed Chlld parent grandparent grandchllcl 5|bl|ng, spouse, or domestlc partner of the
member that requires the member to participate remotely.

8 e h o Test

{(6) A 'phys'l'cal or famijl{f medical emergency that preven't's a member from att'endin_'g in pe’rsdhl Y .

{7)-Military”service obligations that result in & member being unabie to attend in person bécause they are'serving”
under-official “‘written ordérs-for active duty, drill, annual training, or any other duty required as a member of the
California National Guard or a United 'States Military Reserve orgamzatlon that reqmres the member to be at least
50 miles. outsideithe boundaries of:the local agency. R O TRt
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(d)' Thie section’shall remaiﬂn in effact on'l'y Until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by ' Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec.. 11. (S8 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as ofJanuary 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.) P r . ..: N r - oo -
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54953'3 4. (a) An eligible neighborhood council may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8,
provided that-it. comphes with the requirements of that section’and all of the following:have. occurred RSN

(1) {A) The C|ty council for a city described in paragraph (2) of SUdeVISIOI"I (o)} considers whether to adopt a
resolutron to authonze eligible nelghborhood councils to use teleconferencmg as descrlbed in th:s sectlon at an
open and regular meeting. . S R e
{B) If the city council adopts a resolution described in subparagraph (A}, an eligible neighborhood council may
elect to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section if a majority of the eligible neighborhood council votes to
do so. The eligible neighborhood: councit shall notify the city councit |f it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant
to this' SECthl"I and its Justlflcatlon for: domg s0. - : :

{C) Upon receiving notiﬁcation from an eligible neighborhood council described in subparagraph (B), the city
council, may adopt a resolution to prohibit the eligibie neighborhood council from using teleconferen_cgng
pursuant to this section. | . .

(2) After completlng the requlrements of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), an ellglble nelghborhood councd
that holds a meeting pursuant to th|s SUdeVISIDH shall do. aII of the following:

(A) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood council shall participate from locations
w1th|n the boundarles of the city in WhICh the eligible ne|ghborhood council is established. "

{B) At least once per year, at least.a.quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood council shall
" participate in person from a singular physical |ocation that is open to the public and wuthln the boundaries' of
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the eliglble nelghborhood councll ' . . N '
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{3) [f the'meeting is during regular business hours of the offices of the clty councﬂ member that represants the
area that :ncludes the eligible neighborhood council, the ellglble neighborhood council shall provide a publicly
' “accessible” physical location from which the publit may attend of comment, which shall be the offices of the city
* icouncil mémber-who represents the‘area:where the eligible neighborhood couricil islocated, Gniess thé éligible
“neighbothood council identifies an alternative location.

'(4) If the meeting is outside regular busmess hours, the eliglble nelghborhood coungjl shall make reasonable,h
y efforts fo. accommodate any member of the public that requests an accommodatjon to participate, in the meeting.

(b) For’ purposes “of thls section, the following deflnltlons apply:

(1) “Accommodatlon" means prowdmg a pubhcly ‘dceessible physical lacation foF the member of the' publlc to - .
part|c1pate from, providlng access to technology necessary to participate In the meeting, or identifying locations
or resources aval!able that could prowde the member of the publlc wrth an opportunlty to partlc:|pate in the ‘
meetlng. B T

oo : ' : tor : B A |
{2)™Eligible nelghborhood eouncil” means a nelghborhood council that is an adwsory body with the purpose to
promote more citizen participation in government and make government more responsive to local needs that is
established-pursuant to the charter of a cnty with.a populauon of more than 3;000,000 pe0ple that.Is!subject’ to

this Chapter' ! E LRI t N ' " oot . doe L, 0 TE R S AP
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(€} This sect|on shall remaln in. effect only untll January 1, 2030 and as of that date. is repealed TR

(Added by Stats, 2025, Ch 327, Sec. 12: {88 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions, )

'
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54853.8.5, - (a). An eligible community college student organization may conduct a teleconference meetmg ‘pursuant j
to Section-54953.8; provided that it.complies-with'the requireménts of that section and all of the following

additiopal requirements:

(1y An ellglble community college student organlzatron may only use teleconferencmg as described i Sectlon )

54953 8 af*ter all the foIIowmg have occurred o ' @ et
(A) The board. of trustees for a community college district considers whether to adopt a resolution to authorize
ellglble community college student organlzatlons to use teleconferenclng as descrlbed in thlS sectlon at an

3

opén-and regular meeting; ) ' RSER 3

(B) If the' board of trustees for a community‘coflege district adopts a resofution descrlbed in subparagraph (A),
an ellglble communlty collegé student organization may. elect to use teleconferencind pursuaht to this section if
a maJorlty of the eligible communlty college student orgamzatlon votes to do 5o, The eligible community
college student organlzatlon shall notify the board of trustees if it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant to
this section and its Justlﬂcatlon for doing so.

(Cy Upon'receiyi'ng notification from an eligible community college student organization .as described in_
subparagraph (B), the board of trustees may adopt a, resolution to prohibit the eligible community college
student organization from using teleconferencing pursuant to this section,

A{D) (i) Except as specified in"clause (ii), at least a quorum of the members-of the eligible communitytcollége.
student organization shall participate from a singular physical location that is accessible té the public and is
within the community college district in which the eligible community college student organization is
established.

(il). The requirements described in clause (i) shall not apply to the California.Onling Community College.
‘(i) Notwithstanding the requirements of clause (i), a'persen may count toward the establishment of a- ©
quorum pursuant to-clause (i) regardless of whether the-parsoniis participating at the in-person-location of
the meeting or remotely if the person meets any of the following criteria;

(n "I_'he person_isu'nder 18 years of age. . e ‘ 5_ AR

' (II) The person is incarcerated. T S
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N (III) The person. is unabla tor disclose the-location that they are partlclpatmg from because of eithiér: of‘ B
“ithe followmg cifcumstances: -~ . ¢ o . Lo e Imr oy i
Lo dav e A d ..m_' ,"h L .

(|a) The person has been issued a protectlve court order, |nclud|ng, but not limited to, a domestic
- viclénce. restralmng order. . S Fober e B TN EE T S :

—
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(lb) The person is partnc:patmg in a program that has to remam conﬁdentlal :ncludmg, but not limited
Lo te an mdependent Jiving program . o . T S -
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(IV) The person prowdes chlldcare or careglvmg to & child, parent, grandparent grandchlld S|bl|ng,
spouse or domestic partner that. reqwres them to partlmpate remotely For purposes "of this subclause,
“chlld i “parent " “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “5|bl|ng" have the same meanlng as those terms are

;

. deﬂned in Section 12945.2, _ o T B

(2) An eligible community college student organizatidbn that holds a meeting by téleconference as described in
‘ Section 54953.8 shall do the following-, as applicable: i

shall prowde a publlcly acceSS|bIe physmal Iocatlon from which the pubhc may atterd or cornment whlch shall
be thie offices of the board of trustees of the, community college d|str|ct unless the eligible community college
2 “student organization identifies an alternative-Jocation. ™. o L SN

f(hii)' "E'xcep't”a's 'speci‘fied in subparagraph (B), if the médting Is oufside regular businéss h'ours," the eligible
community college student organization shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any member of the
. public that requests an accommodation to participate |n the meeting. Forthe purposes of thls .
subparagraph accommodatlon means prowdlng a publlcly acce55|ble phy5|cal Iocat|on for the 1t mber of
" the public to'participate from, provudlng access to technology necessary to' partnmpate in the meetmg, or
«~identifying-locations or resources avallable'that could prowde the member of the-public Wlth an ‘opportunity

Ao

' ,--to participate‘in the: meetlng I . . oo S S e Sk
(B) The requn‘ements descnbed in subparagraph (A) shall not apply to the Caln’orma Onllne,Communlty
College. ..+ N S C e, W,

(b) For purposes of thI.S section; “ehglble community’ college student organuzatmn" means a’ student'body
assomat:on ofganized pursuant to Section 76060 of the Education Code, or any other student-run. commumty
college organlzatlon that is required to comply with the meetlng reqmrements of this chapter, that Isin any
commumty college recognlzed W|th|n the Callforma Commun:ty Colleges system and mcludes the Student Senate
for Callfornla Communuty Colleges. ST

() Th|s sect|on sha[l remain in effect only until January 1, 2030 and as of that date |s repealed

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 13. (5B 707) Effective Januaryll 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
prows.'ons) RS T . " . i LR toe CE I el o
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M (a) An: ellglble sub5|d1ary body may conduct & teleconference meetlng pursuant to. Sectlon 54953 8,
provided that it complies with the requirenients of that section and all of the following additional requirements:

e 3

(1) The eligible subsidiary body shall designate one physical’ meéting location within thé boundaries of the
legisiative body that created the eligible subsidiary body where members ofthe subsidiary body who are‘not
participating remotely shall be present.and membérs of the public may physically attend, cBserve, hear, and
participate in the meeting, At least one staff member of the eligible subsidiary body or the legislative body that
created the eligible subsidiary body shall be present at the physical ‘meeting |ocation during the meeting.' The
eligible. subsidiary body shall post the agenda at the physical meeting location, but need not post the agenda at a
remote Iocat|on

i
o Wl

{2) (AY A member of the ¢ligible slbsidiaty body sHall visibly appear on camera during the open portlon of' a
‘ meetlng that is publlcly accessmle via the internet or other online platfor‘m, except if the member has a physmal
or mehtal «condition not subJect to subdlwsnon (c) of Sectlon 54953 that results ih a need to’ particnpate off*
' camera
(B) The \nsual appearance of a member of the ellglble sub5|d|ary body on camera may cease only when the
appearance would be technologically infeasible, including, but not limited to, when the member - expenences a
"lack of reliable broadband or internet connectivity that would be remedied by jeining without video.

o i . s . i . ' : . . . - . . . ,
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(C) If a member of the eligible subsidiary body does not appear on camera due to challenges with internet
connectivity, the member shall announce the reason for their .nonappearance prior.to turning offitheir camera.

(3) An elec.ted official serving as a member of an eligible subsidiary body in their official capacity shall not
participate in a meeting of the eligible subsidiary body by teleconferencing pursuant to this section unless theiuse
of teleconferencing complies with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision {b) of Section 54953.

(4) {A)In order to use teleconferencing pursuant to-this section, the legislative body that established the eligible
subsidiary bady by charter,-ordinance, resolution, or other formal action shall make the following findings. by
majority-vote before the' eligible subsidiary body uses teleconferencrng pursuant to this section fof thefirst time;*
and every six months thereafter: - . . o ' S e

(l) The* [egislatlve body has considered the circumstances of the eligible subsrdaary body B

(ii) Teleconference meetings of the eligibie subsrdiary body would enhance public access. to meetings of the
eligible subsidiary body, and the public has been made aware of the type of remote participation, including
audio-visual or tefephonic, that-will be made available at a regularly scheduled meeting and has been:
provided the opportunity to comment at an in-person meeting of the [eglslative body authorizing-the ="
subsidiary body to meet entirely remotely,

(iit) Teleconference‘meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would promote.the attractionh, rétentien,-and
: diversity of eligible subsidiary-body members. : ' . B I A

(B) (|) An eligible subsidiary body authorized to use teleconferencing pursuant to thlS section may request to
present any recommendations it developsto the legislative body that created it. . :
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(it) Upon recelvmg a request described in clause (i), the legislative body that created the subsidiary body

'shall hold a discussion at a reqular meeting held within:60 days after. the: legislative body teceives the

request, or if the legislative body does not have another regular-meeting scheduled within 60 days after the
. ‘legislative body receives the request, at the next regular meeting after the request is received,

' (iii) The discussion required by clause (ii) shall not be placed on a consent calendar, but may be combined
‘with the legislative body’s subsequent consideration of the i’rndrngs described in subparagraph (A) for the
follong 12 months, v Co Lt e P

(lV) The Iegislative body shall not takeeny action on any recommendations included in the report of a
‘subsidiary body until the next regular meeting of the legislative body followmg the. discussmn described in
- clause(ji}. o . ToE . ! Lo e T e, ale et

(C) After the Iedislative body makes the findings‘ described in subpa-ragraph (A}, the eiigible subsidiary body
shall approve the use of teleconferencmg by majority vote before using teleconfererice pursuant to this
‘section. - . . LT i .

. (D) The Iegislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body may elect-to prohiblt the eligibie subsidiary
- body from usrng teleconferencing pursuant to this section at ahy time. o

(b) {1) For purposes of this section, “eligible subsidiary body” means a legislative body that meets all of the
following:

- {A) Is. déseribed in subdivision (b) of Section 54952,
(B) Serves exclusi'vely in an advisory capacity.

(C} Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, regulations, contracts, licenses, permits, or any other
entitlements, grants, or allocations of funds.

(D) Doés not "have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or
any formal action of the legislative body that created the subgidiary body, that focuses on electrons budgets,
police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials available in public libraries, or
taxes or refated spending proposals.

'

(2} An eligibie subsldiary body may include members who are elected ofﬁcrals members who are not elected
officials, or any combination thereof,

(c) This sectlon shaii rémain In effect only until January 1 2030, and as of that date is repealed




(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 14. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)

54953.8.7. (a) An eligible multijurisdictional body may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section
54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following additional
requirements:

(1) The eligible multijurisdictional body has adopted a resolution that authorizes the eligible multijurisdictional
body to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section at a regular meeting in open session.

(2) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall participate from one or more
physical locations that are open to the public and within the boundaries of the territory over which the local
agency exercises jurisdiction.

(3) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who receives compensation for their service on the eligible
multijurisdictional body shall participate from a physical location that is open to the public. For purposes of this
paragraph, “compensation” does not include reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses.

(4) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body may participate from a remote location provided that:

(A) The eligible multijurisdictional body identifies each member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who
plans to participate remotely in the agenda.

(B) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology.

(5) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall not participate in a meeting remotely pursuant to this
section, unless the location from which the member participates is more than 20 miles each way from any
physical location of the meeting described in paragraph (2).

(6) The provisions of this section shall not serve as a means for any member of a legislative body to participate in
meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for more than the following
number of meetings, as applicable:

(A) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per month or less.
(B) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per month.
(C) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three or more times per month.

(D) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference under this paragraph, a "meeting” shall
be defined as any number of meetings of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same
calendar day.

(b) For the purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply:

(1) “Eligible multijurisdictional body” means a multijurisdictional board, commission, or advisory body of a
multijurisdictional, cross-county agency, the membership of which board, commission, or advisory body is
appointed, and the board, commission, or advisory body Is otherwise subject to this chapter.

(2) “"Multijurisdictional” means either of the following:

(A) A legislative body that includes representatives from more than one county, city, city and county, or special
district.

(B) A legislative body of a joint powers entity formed pursuant to an agreement entered into in accordance
with Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 15. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)
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54854. (a) Each legislative body of a local agency, except for advisory committees or standin_cj comrnitteeé, shall
provide, by ordinance, resolution, bytaws, or by whatever other rule is required for the conduct of business by that
body, the time and place for holding regular meetings. Meetings of advisory committees or standing committees,
for which an agenda is posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section
54954, 2 'shali be considered for purposes of this chapter as regular meetings of the legislative body

{b) Regular and special meetings of the legislative body shall be held within the boundaries of the territory over
which the local agency exercises jUI'ISdICtIOI’I, except to do any of the following: ' T

(1) Comply ‘with state or federal’ law or court order, or, attend a Judlaal or administrative proceedmg to which‘the’
local agency is a party.

(2) Inspect real or personal property which cannot be conventently brought within the boundariés of the" terrltory
over which thé local agency exercises jurisdittion provided that the topit of the meetlng i5 limited to items
dl_rect_ly related to the real or pe.rsonal property.

TR AN
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(3) Partici‘bate in m‘eétinés"br discussions of muultiagency s’ignificance that are outside the boundaries of a local
agencySJurlsdlctlon However, any meeting or discussion held pursuant to this subdwlsron shall take place within
the ]Ul’lSdICtlon of one of the part1crpatmg tocal agenaes and be rioticed by all partlclpatlng agenC|es as provided
for In this chapter

{4) Meet in the closest meeting facility if the local agency has no meeting facility within the boundaries of the
territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, orat the principal office of the local agency if that
office is located outside the territory over which the agency exercises. jurisdiction.

(5} Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction.with"elected or appointed officials of the United States or the State
of California when a local meeting would be impractical, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory issue affecting
the Iocar agency and ‘over. which the federal or state officials have. jurisdiction, = - Y

L PR p O
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- (6) Meet outside‘ -the:ir' immediate jurisdiction If the meeting takes piace in oF'nearby a facility owned by the
,agency,.provided that the topic of the meeting.is limited to items directly related to the facility.- .

et fa s

. . o po i,

..‘(7) VtStt the off“ce of the local agency’s legal counsel for a closed session on pendlng Iltlgatlon held pursuant to,
Sect|on 54956 9, when to do sq would reduce legal fees or costs.

(c) Meetin&s of the governing board of a school district shali be held within the district, except under the
c:rcumstances enumerated in subd|v15|0n (b), or to do any of the follow:ng

N . .
Yt N o T it

' (1) Attend a conference on nonadversanal collectwe bargalmng technrques '

e

I e

_ (2) Interwew rnembers of the public residing in another distrlct wrth reference £o, the trustees potentlal
b employment of an apphcant for the position of the superlntendent of the district.

" (3) Interview a 'po'tential ernployee from'another district.

(d) Meetings of a joint powers authority shall oceur within the territory of at least one of its member agencies, or as
provided in subdivision (b), However, a joint pdwers authority which has members throughout the state may meet
at any facility in the state which complies with the requirements of Section 54961.

{e) If, by reason of fire, flood, earthquake, or other emergency, it shall be unsafe to meet in the place designated,
the meetings shall be held for the duration of the emergency at the place designated by the presiding officer of the
legislative body or his or her designee in a notice to the local media that have requested notice pursuant to Section
54956, by the most rapid means of communication available at the time.

(Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 257, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2005.)

54954.1. Any person may request that a copy of the agenda, or a copy of all the documents constituting the agenda
packet, of any meeting of a legislative body be mailed to that person, If a local agency has an internet website, the
legislative body or its designee shall email a copy of, or website link to, the agenda or a copy of all the documents
constituting the agenda packet if the person requests that the item or items be delivered by email. If the Joca!
agency determines it is technologically infeasible to send a copy of all documents constituting the agenda packet or
a link to a website that contains the documents by email or by other electronic means, the legislative body or its




designee shall send by mail a copy of the agenda or a website link to the agenda and mail a copy of all other
documents constituting the agenda packet in accordance with the mailing requirements established pursuant to this
section. If requested, the agenda and documents in the agenda packet shall be made available in appropriate
alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. Upon
receipt of the written request, the legislative body or its designee shall cause the requested materials to be mailed
at the time the agenda is posted pursuant to Section 54954.2 and 54956 or upon distribution to all, or a majority of
all, of the members of a legislative body, whichever occurs first. Any request for mailed copies of agendas or
agenda packets shall be valid for the calendar year in which it is filed, and must be renewed following January 1 of
each year. The legislative body may establish a fee for mailing the agenda or agenda packet, which fee shall not
exceed the cost of providing the service. Failure of the requesting person to receive the agenda or agenda packet
pursuant to this section shall not constitute grounds for invalidation of the actions of the legislative body taken at
the meeting for which the agenda or agenda packet was not received.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 763, Sec. 1. (SB 274) Effective January 1, 2022.)

54954.2. (a) (1) At least 72 hours before a reqular meeting, the legislative body of the local agency, or its designee,
shall post an agenda that meets all of the following requirements:

(A) The agenda shall contain a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted or discussed
at the meeting, including items to be discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item
generally need not exceed 20 words.

(B) The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting and shall be posted in a location that
is freely accessible to members of the public and on the local agency's internet website, if the local agency has
one.

(C) (i) If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a
disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132),
and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. -

(ii) The agenda shall include information regarding how, to whom,- and when a request for disability-related
modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting.

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county,
special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an internet website, the
following provisions shall apply:

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary internet website home page of a city,
county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that is
accessible through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the agenda shall not be in
a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the direct link to the agenda may be accessible through a
contextual menu.

(B) An online posting of an agenda, including, but not limited to, an agenda posted in an integrated agenda
management platform, shall be posted in an open format that meets all of the following requirements:

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable by commonly used internet search
applications.

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable.

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that would impede the reuse or
redistribution of the agenda.

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision
established by the state that has an internet website and an integrated agenda management platform shall not
be required to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met:




'
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(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be posted on the primary internet
. web5|te home page of a city, county, city and county, spectal district, school district, or political subdivision
. establlshed by the state. The direct link to the mtegrated agenda management platform shall not be in a
contextual menu. When a person cllcks on the direct link to the integrated agenda management platform,
- the direct link shall take the person:directly to an internet website with the agendas of the Iegis'lati\fe body
of & cnty, county, C|ty and county, speual dlStl‘ICt school dlstrlct or polltlcal subdwusuon establlshed by the
state ' .
ey The mtegrated agenda management’ platform may contain the prior agendas of a Ieglslative body of a
~city, ecunty, city and county, special district,: school-district; or political subdivision established by the state
for aII meetmgs occurrlng on or after January 1 2019

_(m) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, spec:a] dlstrlct school
! dlstrlct or polltlcal subdiv:smn establlshed by the state shaII bé the first agenda ava1|able at the top of the
mtegrated agenda management pIatform

(tv) All agendas posted in the integrated agenda managemerit platform shall- comply with the reqwrements
in clauses (i}, (i}, and (|||) of subparagraph (B). S o

(D) The prowsmns of this paragraph shall not apply to a polltrcal subdmsmn of a Iocal agency that was
.established by the legislative body of the city, county, city and. county,_epeclal district, school district, or
political sudeV|5|on establlshed by the state. ‘

iy ¥ R

_ (E) For purposes of thls paragraph both of the followmg deflmtlons apply: |

¢ Pefl Y

(1) “Integrated agenda management pIatform" means an internet website of a city, county, city and county,
special-district, school. district; or political subdivision established.by the state dedicated to providing:theéntirety .
aof the agenda information for the legislative body of the city, county, city and tounty, special district, school
dlstnct, or polltlcal subd|V|5|on establlshed by the state to the pubhc

R SN

(2} “Leglslative body” mearnis a legnslatlve body that meets the definition of subdnnsmn (a) of Section 54952,

L .- i L T S S AN

(3) No action or dlscussmn shall be undertaken on any,item not appearing on the posted agenda except that.
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by persons

exercising their public testimony rights. under Section 54654.3. In addition, an their own.initiative or in response ..

to questions posed by the public, a member of a legislative body or its staff may ask a question for clarification,
make a brief announcement, or make a brief report on their own activities, Furthermore, a member of a
legislative body, or the body itself, subject to rules or procedures of the legisiative body, may provide a reference
- to taff or other resources for factual information, request: staff to report back to the body at a 'e'u'bsequent ’
- meetmg concernlng any matter, or take actlon to direct staff-to place a matter of busmess on a future agenda

(b) NotWIthstandlng subdlwsmn (a), the legislative. body may take action on items of busmess not appearlng on the
posted agenda under any of the conditions stated below. Prior to discussing any item pursuant to th|s subdivisicn,
the Ieg|s|at|ve body shall publicly identify the item.

(1) Upon a determmatlon by a majority vote of the legislative body that an emergency situation exists, as defined
in Section 54856.5.

{2) Upon a determination-by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present at the meeting, or,
if less than two-thirds of the membets are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that there is a

need to take immediate action -and that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency subsequent
to the agenda being posted as spacified in subdivision (a).

(3} The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (&) for a prior meeting of the Ieglslatlve body occurring not more
than five calendar days pl‘lOJ‘ to the date action Is taken on the item, and at the prior meetlng the ltem was
continued to the meetlng at which action is belng taken.

(c) This section is necessary td implement and reasonably within the scope of paragraph (1) of subdmsmn {b) of ™'
Section 3 of Article T of the California Constitution.

(d).For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on the Iocal agencys |nternet

websitg, if the Iocal agency has one, shall only apply to a Ieglslatlve body that meets elther of the followmg
standards

(1) A leglslatwe body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Sectaon 54952 ;

' . . . . ‘e P - apo-
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(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivisian (b) of Section 54952, if the members of the
legislative body are compénsated for their appearance, and if one or more .of the members of the legislative body
are also members of a leglslatwe body as that term 15 deflned by subdwlsmn {a) of Section 54952

YA S
(Amended (as amended by Stats 2023, Ch 131, Sec 92) by Stats 2025 Ch. 327 Sec. 16. (SB 707) Effectlve January 1,
2026.)
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54984.3. (a) (1) Every agenda for. regular meetings shall pravide'an opportunity for members of the public to .
directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public, before or during the legislative body’s
consideration of the item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body, provided that no

action shall be taken on any item not appeanng on the'agenda unless the action is otherWISe authorized-by
subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2. S : : 5 s X

(2) (A) Notmthstandmg paragraph’ (1), the agenda need not provide an opportunlty for members of the public to
address the legislative body on any item that has already béen considered by a comrruttee, composed excluswely
of members of the Ieglslatlve body, at.a publlc meetmg whereln all mterested members of the publlc were
afforded the opportunity to address the committee ori the |tem ‘before or during the committée's consideration of
the item.

"('B‘_)‘ .fsdbperagréoh (A) shall hot apply if any of the.follo:v_ying "cohd&iohs’ e_re 'r'net:J& -

. (])'Th‘e'iten'i tias been substanttally changed since the committee heard the item, as determined by the
. Ilelgisla‘tlve body.

- " ' P .- . . . 1 - i
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' (||) When con5|der|ng the item, a quorum of the comm|ttee mernbers did not parttmpate from a smgu[ar
physrcal Iocatlon that was cléarly identified on the agenda, open to the public, and situated within the
boundanes of the' terntory over which the local agency exermses JLII‘lSdI.CtIOI’I - T
T ' ' Lt Y. I ; Ca . w1 N o Dl
-+ o (it} The committee ‘has primary subject matte‘rjurlsd|ction,~asdeflned by the charter, an ordinance,-a

" .resolution, or any. formal action of the legislative body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on
elections, budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials available in

" pubilic libraries; or taxes or related spending proposals. This clause shall not apply to an item if theilocal
agency has adopted a law d@pplicable to the meeting of the committee’at which the item thaf was .. ...

' «¢onsidered prohibits the committee from placing a limit on the total amount of time for public comment on
the item.

- (3). Every notlce for a spemal meeting shall provlde an opportumty formembers' of the publlc to d|rectly address

the legislative body concerning any item that. has beeh described in the notice for the meetmg before or durmg

.consideration of that item.

(b) {(1).The Ieglslatlve body of a local agency may adopt reasonable regulations to ensure that the intent of .
subdlvnslon (a)ls carrled out, mcludmg, but, not fimited to, regulations limiting the total amount of tlrne allocated
for publlc testimony on particular issues-and for each individual speaker.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), when the legislative body of a local agency limits time for public comment,
the legislative body of a local agency shall provide at least twice the allotted time to a member of the public who
utllizes a translator to ensure that non- Enghsh speakers receive the same opportunity to directly address the ‘
legislative body of a local agency.

(3) Paragraph (2) shall not apply if the legislative body of a local agency utilizes simultaneous translation
equipment.in @ manner that aIIows the legislative body of a local agency to hear'the translated publlc te5t|mony
sumultaneously ‘

"
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(c) The Ieglslative body of a local agency shall not prohibit publlc criticisny of the policies, procedures, programsa or
services of the agency, or of the acts or omisslons of the Ieg|slat|ve body Nothing in'this subdwusnon shaII confer
any privilege or protection-for expression beyond that otherwise prowded by law. g -

(Amended by'Stats. 2025, Ch..327, Sec.. 17, (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

549544, (a) The Legislaturerhereby finds and declares that Section ‘12 of Chapter 641 of the Statutes.of 1986,
authorizing reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for costs mandated by the state pursuant to that
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act, shall be interpreted strictly. The intent of the Legislature is to provide reimbursement for only those costs
which are clearly and unequlvocally lncurred as the direct and necessary result of compliance with Chapter 641 of
the Statutes of 1986. - :

(b) In this regard, the Legislature directs all state employees and officials involved in reviewing or authdri'z"ing"
claims for reimbursement, or otherwise participating in the reimbursement process, to rigorously review each claim
and authorize only those claims;, or parts thereof, which represent costs which are clearly and unequivocally
incurred as the direct and necessary result of compliance with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 and for which
complete documentation exists, For purposes of Section 54954.2, costs eligible for reimbursement shall only
|nclude the actual cost to post a single agenda for any one meeting.

(c) The Leg|slature hereby finds and declares that compiete, faithful, and unlnterrupted comphance wnth the Ralph
M., Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commenc:ng with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government
Code) Is @ matter of overriding public importance. Unless specifically stated, no future Budget:Act,.or related. -
budget enactments, shall, in any manner, be interpreted to suspend, eliminate, or otherwise modify the legal
obhgatron and duty of local agencies te fully comply with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 in a complete,
falthful and unlnterrupted manner.

(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 238, Sec. 1.)

549545, For purposes of describing cIosed session items pursuant to Section 54954.2, the agenda may describe
closed sessions as provided below. No legisiative body or elected official shall be in violation of Section 54954.2 or
54956 if the closed session items were described in-substantial compliance with this section. Substantial compliance
is satisfied by including the information provided below, irrespective of its format.

(a) with respect to a closed session held pursuant to Section 54956.7:
LICENSE/PERMIT DETERMINATION

Applicant(s): (Specify number of applicants)

{b) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.8: .. .-
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS

RProperty: (Specify street address, or if no street address, the parcef number or other unigue reference, of the real
property, under negotiation} . . S

Agency negotidtor: (Specify names of negotiators attending the closed session) (If circumstances necessitate the
absence of a specified negotiator, an agent or designee may participate in place of the absent negotiator so, long, as
the name of the agent or designee is-announced at an open session held prior.to the closed session.)

Negotiating parties: {Specify name of party (not agent))

Under.negotiation: (Specify whether instruction to negotiator will concern price, terms bf:payrnent, or both) .. =i
(c) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in c!osed session pursuant to Section 54956. 9
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—EXISTING LITIGATION o
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9)

Name of case: (Speclfy by reference to claimant’s name, names of parties, case or claim numbers)

or

Case name unspecified: {(Specify whether disclosure would jeopardize service of process or existing settlement
negotiations) . . .

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Slgnlﬂcant exposure to lltlgatlon pursuant to paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: {Specify
number of potential cases)

(In addition to the information noticed above, the agency may be required to provide additional information on the
agendsd or in an oral statermnent prior to the closed session pursuant to paragraphs {2) to (5); mcluswe, of
subdivision (e) of Section 54956.9.)

Inltlat|on of l|tigat|on pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision {d) of Sectlon 54956 9: (Specn‘y number of potentra[
cases)

(d) with respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956,95:
LIABILITY CLAIMS =
Claimant: {Specify name unless unspecified pursuant to Section 54961)




Agency clalmed agalnst (Specnfy name) ) ) L
{e) With respect to every item of business to be dlscussed in closed sessmn pursuant to Sectlon 54957
THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES

Consultatlon w1th (Speufy name of law enforcement agency and tltle of offlcer or name of apphcable agency
representatl_ve and title)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be-fjlied) o L o e

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT )

Title:\(Specify description of position to be filled) . P . C N
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Title: {Specify position title of employee being reviewed)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE

(No additional information is required in connaction with a closed session te consider discipline-dismissal, or -
release of a public employee. Dlsclplme incltides potential reduction of compensation.) -

(f} With respect to every.item of busmess to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54957.6:
CONFERENCE WITH LABOR‘NEGOTIATORS ‘ . . e, Ao T

Agency designated representatives: (Specify names of designated representatives attending the closed session) (If
circumstances necessitate the absence of a specified desighated representative, an agent or designee may
participate in place of the absent representatwe s0 long as the name of the agent ar de5|gnee is announced atan
open session held prior to the closed session. ) '

Employee organlzatllon. (Specify name_ of organlzation representing employee or employees in question}

Unrepresented emp!oyee (Speufy posmon fitle of unrepresented employee who |s the subJect of’ the negotlatlons)_
{q) Wwith respect to closed sessions called pursuant to Section 54957.8:
CASE REVIEW/PLANNING e - T )
(No additional information is required in connection with g closed session to consider case review or planning.)

{(h) With respect to every item of business to.be discussed in closed session.pursuant to.Sections 1461, 32106, and
32155 of the Health and Safety Code or Sectlons 37606 and 37624 3, of the Government Code:

REPORT INVOLVING TRADE SECRET ) . . . ]
Discussion will concern: (Specn‘y whether dlscussmn will concern proposed new service, program, or facuhty)
Estimated date of public disclosure: (Specify month and. year) .

HEARINGS , .

Subject matter: (Specify whether testimony/deliberation will concern staff privileges, report of medical audit
committee, or report of quality assurance committee)

(i} With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.86:
CHARGE OR COMPLAINT INVOLVING INFORMATION PROTECTED BY FEDERAL LAW

{No additional |nformatlon is requrred in connection with a closed sessmn to d|scuss a charge or complaint pursuant
to Section 54956,86.)

(i} With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956 96:
CONFERENCE INVOLVING A JOINT POWERS AGENCY (Specify by name)

D|scu55|on W|Il concern (Speclfy closed session descnptlon used by the JOII“It powers agency}

Name of lacal agency, representatlve on joint powers agency board: (Speuf\/ name}

{Additional information listing thé names of agencies or tltles of representatives attendrng the closed session as
consultants or other representatives,) - : ; '

(k) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuantto Section 54956.75:

AUDIT BY CALIFORNIA STATE AUDITCR'S GFFICE
(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 759, Sec. 6.1, (AB 2690) Effective January 1, 2013.)




T
[ B

54954.6. (a) (1) Before adopting any new or increased general tax or any new or increased assessment, the
legislative body of a local agency shall conduct at least one public meeting at which local officials shall allow public

testimony regardlng the proposed new or increased general'tax or new or increased assessment in additmn, tg the
noticed publlc hearing at which the legislative body proposes to.enact or, increase the general tax or assessment

For purposes -of this;section, the.term "new or increased assessment” does.not include any of the:following:-

(A A fee that does not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the serwces, facilities, or regulatory activity for
which the feeis charged

~ s N . P v atee
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.(B) A service charge, rate, or charge, unless a speclal district's prmcupal act requ]res the serwce charge rate
" or charge to conform to the reqmrements of this section s

A

(C) ‘.A“n o'n'going_ a‘n.nua'i. assessm'en't Ifitis imposed _‘at thle_'sarn'e or Io.wer amount as any'pré‘\'}‘iou"s:yea"r.""" _

'(D) An assessment that does not excead an assessment formula or range of assessments prevnously specit"ed
in the Rotice’ glven ‘to the public pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) and that was
prevuously adopted by the agency or approved by the voters in the area where the assessment is imposed

< (E) Stan“dby 'or'irhmediate'a\iailabi_l‘ity charges. -

o

o Wl
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“(2) The iegislative body shail'provide at least 45 days’ public notice of the p'ublie 'h"e"aring at ‘which the legisiative
body-proposes to enact or increase.-the general tax.or assessment, The legislative bodyghall provide notice for
the public meeting at the same time and in the same document as the notice for the pub|IC hearlng, but the
meetlng shall occur prior tothe.-hearing. ‘ P ) sl

(b) (1) The _]Oil'lt notice of both the public meetmg and the publlc hearlng required by subdivision {a) with respect to
a proposal for-a néw or increased general tax shall be accomplished by placing a display advertisement of at least
one-eighth page in a newspaper of general circulation for three weeks pursuant to Section 6063 and by a first:class
mailing.te'those intérested parties who have filed a written request with the local agency for mailed notice of public
meetings or hearings on new or increased general taxes. The public. meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take
place.no €arlier:thar 10 days after’the first publication. of the jointinotice pursuant to this subdivision. The public
hearing shall take place no earlier than seven .days after the public meeting pursuant to this subdivision.
Notwithstanding paragraph:(2) of subdivision (a), the joint notice need not inclide:notice of the.public meeting
after the meeting has taken place. The public hearing pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 45
days aftér the:first publication .of the joint notice pursuant to this subdivision."Any-written Fequest for mailed .
notices'shall be effective for.one year from.the date on which it is filed unless a renewal request is filed. Renewal
requests for mailed notices shall be filed on or before April 1 of each year, The legislative body may establlsh a
reasénable annual charge for-sending notices based on the estimated cost of prowdmg the serviceh: .t o oIl
(2)-‘The notlce reguired‘ by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shali ithLide, but not be lim:ited to,.'_'the _fo]low'ing:
(AY The amount or rate of the tax If the tax Is proposed to be lncreased from any previous year the Jomt
" noticeshall separately state both the exlstlng tax rate and the proposed tax fate increase, Y =

(B} The activity to be taxed.

(C) The estimated amount of revenue to be raised by the tax annually.

(D) The method and frequency for collecting the tax,

(E) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing described in subdivision (a).

{F} The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or organization that interested pérsons may
contact to receive additional information about the tax,

{c) (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hearing required by subdivision (a) with respect to
a proposal for a new or Increased assessment on real property or businesses shall be accomplished through a
mailing, postage prepaid, in the United States mall and shall be deemed given when so deposited. The public
meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 10 days after the joint mailing pursuant to this
subdivision. The public hearing shall take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant to this
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subdlvision The envelope or the cover of the mailing shall include the name of the local agency and the return
address of the sender. This malled notice shall'be in at least 10~point type and shali be given “to all property owners
or business owners proposed to be subJect to the new or |ncreased assessment by a mailing by name to those
persons whose names and.addresses appear on the last equallzed county assessment roll; the State Board of” .
Equalization assessment roll, or the Iocal agencys records pertamlng to business: ownershlp, as the case may be.

(2) The joInt notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall include, but not be limited to, the
followmg . f

(A) In the case of an assessment. proposed to be levied on property, the estimated amount of the assessment
per parcel,' In the case of an assessment proposed to. bé'igvied on busmesses the proposed method ‘and basis
of levying the asféssment in sufficient detail to ailow each business owner to calculate the amount of

. assessment: to be levied against gach buslness If the assessment, is. proposed o be mcreased from any -
previous year,, the. JOII"It notice, shall separately state both the amount of the e><|stmg assessment and the
proposed assessment increase. )

TN

[T A
(B) A general descrlptlon of the purpose ar |mprovements that the assessment W|II fund s
(C) The address-to which property.owniérs may mail a protest against the assessment.

«(D)'The telephone number and address of an individual, ofﬂce, or organlzatlon that mterested persons may
. contact to receive additional information about the assessment T T I

o \ ' .y . l' . ; \.'
. (E) A statement that a maJor|ty protest will cause the assessment to be abandoned if .the. assessment act used
to Ievy the assessment so.provides. Notice shall also state the percentage of protests requrred to trlgger an

electlon, if applicable. i

(F) The d‘ates: times, and Iocatio_ns of the public meeting and hearing des,crlbed in subdivision (a).

(G) A'proposed assessrent formula or rang€ as described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (l) of SUdeVISIOﬂ
(a) if applicable and thatis notlced pursuant to'this section, R

(3) NotWIthstandlng paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment that is proposed exclusively for operation and
malntenance expénses |mposed throughout the enttre local agency, or exciusively for operation and maintenance
assessments proposed, to be levied on 50,000 parcels or more, notice may be provided pursuant to this
subdivision or pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b} and shall include the estimated amount.of the

‘ assessment of various types, amounts, or uses of property-and the information required by subparagraphs (B)'to
{G), inclusive, of paragraph. (2) of subdivision (c). '

{4) NotW|thstand|ng paragraph (1), in the- case of an assessiment proposed to be Ievued pursuant t6 Part 2 -
' '(commenclng with Section 22500) of Division 2 of the" Streets and Highways. Code by a regional park dlstr:ct,
’ reglonal park ‘and open-space district, or regional open space district formed pursuant to Article 3 (commencmg
" With Sectlon 5500) of Chapter 3 of Division 5 of; or pursuant to Division 26 (commencing with Sectidn 35100} of,
' the. Publnc Resources Code, notice-may be prowded pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdl\nston (by. '+ - vl

(d) The notice requirements |mposed by this section shall be construed as addltlonal to, and not to supersede,
existing provisions of law, and shall be applied concurrently with the existing provisions so as to not delay or
prolong the governmental decisionmaking process.

(e) This section shali not apply to.any new or increased general tax or any. new or increased assessment that
requires an electlon of either of the following:

{1) The property owners subject td the assessment . - SR

{2) The voters within the local agency imposing the tax or assessment.

(f) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from ho]'ding a consolidated meeting ar hearing at which the

legislative body discusses multiple tax or assessment proposals,

(9) The local agency may recover the reasonable costs of public. meetings, public hearings, and notice requir_ed by
this section from the proceeds of the.tax or assessment..The costs recovered for these purposes, whether
recovered pursuant to this subdivision or any other provision of law, shall not exceed the reasonable costs of the
public meetings, public hearings, and notice... ‘ . foeae L T

(h) Any new or increased assessment that is' subject to the notice and hearing provisions of Artlc!e XIIICor XIII D
of the: Cahforma Constitution is not subject to the notlce and hearlng requirements of this section.’ -
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(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 382, Sec. 3.5. (5B 194) Effective January 1, 2012.) ' e
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M The Ieglslatlve body of a Iocal agency may-adjourn any regular, adjoUrned regular spec:al or adJourned
special meeting to a time and place specified in the order of adjournment.. Less than a quorum may so-adjourn
from time to time, If all members are absent from-any regular or adjourned.regular meeting the clerk or secretary
of the Iegtslatwe body may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated time and place and he shail cause a written
notice of the adjournment to be given in the same manner as provided in Section 54956 for special meetings,
unless such natice is Walved as provided for special meetings. A copy of the order or notice of adjournment shall be
consplcuously posted on or near the door of the place where the regular, adjourned regular, speual or adJourned
speCIaI meetlng was held W|th|n 24 hours after the time.of the ad_}ournment When a regular or adjourned regular ?
meetrng is adJourned as provided rn this sectnon the resultlng adJourned regular rneettng is a regular meetlng for
aIl purposes When an ordér of adJournment of any meetlng falls to state the' hour at WhICh the adJourned meetlng
is to be held lt shall be held at the hour spemfled for, regular meetings by ord|nance resolut:on bylaw, or other
rule,” - . . e . g
(A.m_ended by Stats, 1959,:-9&- é47,). C oL
549551 Any hearing being held or notu:ed or ordered o be held by a Ieglslatlve body of a Iocal agency- at any
meeting' may_by order or notice of continuance.be continued or recontinued to any subsequent meeting of the
legislative body in the same manner and to the same extent set forth in Section 54955 for the adJournment of
meet[ngs, provuded that if the hearing- is continued to a time iess than 24 hours after the time spec:fed in the
order or notice of hearmg, a copy of the order or notice of continuance of hearing shall be posted |mmediately
follouyln_g t{he rneleting atwhl_\ch the order or deelara_tion of‘continuance‘ was a_dopted.;qr made.

(Added by Stats, 1965, .Ch. 469.) ..

e . " . * . v d v
54956, (a).(1) A special meeting may be called at any time’by the presiding officer of the legislative body of a locai
agency, or: by a majority :.of the members of the [egislative body, by delivering written notice to each member of the
legislative body and to each: local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television station requesting notice
in writing,and posting.a notice on the local agency' s internet website, if the [ocal .agency has one; The notice shall
be delivered personally or by any other means and shall be received at least 24 hours before the time of the
meetlng as specn'“ed in the notice. The call and notice shall specify the time and place of the special meetlng and
the busihess to be transacted: or discussed. No other business shall be considered at these’ méetings by the
legislative body The written notice may. be dlspensed withy as to any member who at or prior to the time the
meetlng convenes files with the clerk or secretary of- the legislative body a‘written waiver of notice. The waiver-may
be given by telephone or electronic mail. The written notice may also be dlspensed Wlth as to. any member who is
actually present at the meeting at the timé it convenes. : :

{2) The call and notlce shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the speC|aI meeting in a'location that is freely
accessible to members of the public. T
(b) Notwithstandlng any- other law, a legislative body shall not call a special megting regardmg the salanes salary
schedules or compensation pald in the form of fringe benefits, of the Ieglslatlve body or of a local agency
executlve, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, However, this subdivision does Fot apply to a local
agency calling a special meeting to discuss the local agency’s budget.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. _327, Sec, 18. (S8 707} Effective January 1, 2026.)

54956.5. (a) For purposes of this section, “emergency situation” means.both of the following:

{1) An emergency, which shall be defined as'a work stoppage, ¢rippling activity, or other activity that severaly
impairs public health, safety, or both, ‘as determined by a majority of the’members of the legistative body.
{2) A dire emergency, which shall be defined as a crippling disaster, mass destruction,-terrorist act, or threatened
. terrorist activity that poses peril so immediate and significant that requiring a legislative body to provide one-
- hour notice before holding an emergency, meeting under this section may endanger the pub_lic health,-safety, or
both, as determined by a majority of the members of the legislative body.

Lo - .
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(b) (j.) Subject to paragra'ph (2),' in the case of .an emerlg‘ency’situation invo’lying ng'rat‘ters"u'pon‘whlch ‘prompt action
is necessary due to the disruption or threatened disruption of public facilities, a legislative body may hold an
emergency meeting without-complying with either the 24-hour notice requirement or the 24-hour posting ... .
requirement of Section 54956 or.both of the natice and posting requirements, . . ., S e e




(2) Each local néwspaper of.general circulation and radio or-television. station that has requested notice .of special
meetings pursuant to Section 54956 shall be notified by the presiding officer of the legislative body, or designee”
thereof,..'one hour prior to the emergency meeting, or, in the case of a dire emergency, at or near the time that:-
the presiding officer or designee notifies the members of the legislative body of the emergency meeting.

(A).Except as providéd in subparagraph (B), the netice required by this paragraph shall be given by telephone
and all telephone numbers provided in the most recent.request of a newspaper or station.for notification ofi.
special meetings shall be exhausted..In the event that telephone services are not functioning, the notice
requirements of this paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the legislative body, or designee of the legislative
bedy, -shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television stations of the fact of the holding of the .
_emergency meetlng, the purpose of the meeting, and any actlon taken at the meeting as soon after the
’ meetmg as pOSSIb|E N ' . P
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(B} Far ah-emergency meeting held pursuant to this:section, the presiding officer of the legislative body, or
designee:-thereof, may send the notifications required by this paragraph by email instead of by telephone, as
provided in.subparagraph (A), to all local newspapers of general circulation, and radio or television stations,
that have requested those notifications by email, and all email addresses provided by representatives of those

: Newspapers or stations shall be exhausted In the event that internet services and telephone services are not
functlonlng, the notice reqwrements of this paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the Ieglslatlve body, or
designee of the Ieglslatrve body, shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television stations of the fact
of the holding of the emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at the meeting as
soon after the meeting as possible.

(c) During a meeting held pursuant to this section, the legis|ative body-may meet in.closed session.pursuant to
Section 54957 if agreed to by a two-thirds vate of the members of the legislative body present, or, if less than two-
thirds of the members are present, by a unanimous vote of the members present. - L S

(d) All spemal meeting requirements, as prescribed in Section 54956 shall be appllcable to a meetmg called '
pui‘suant to thls sect|on with the exceptlon of the 24-hour notice requurement c S P

o

(e) The m|nutes of a meetlng called pursuant to this section, a list of persons who the pre5|dmg offlcer of the
Ieg[slatave body, or de5|gnee of the legislative body, notified or attempted to notlfy, a copy of the roilcall. vote, and
any actlons taken at the meetlng shaII be posted for a mlnimum of 10 daysina pub[ic place as soon after the
meeting as possible, |

{Amended by Stats. 2025 Ch. 327, Sec. 19 (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026 )

o

54956.6, No fees may be tharged by the legislative body of a local agency for carrying out any provision of this
chapter, except as speclfica_lly authorized by this chapter.

(Added by, Stats, 1980, Ch, 1284.)

54956.7. Whenever a legislative body of a local agency determines that it is necessary to discuss and determine
whether an appllcant for a license or license renewal, who has a criminal record, is suffmently rehabllltated to
obtam the [|cense the legislative body may hold a ciosed sassion with the appllcant and the appllcants attorney; if
any, for the purpose of holding the discussion and making the determination. If the legislative body determines, as
a result of the closed session, that the issuance or renewal of the license should be denied, the applicant shall be
offered the opportunity to withdraw the application. If the applicant withdraws the application, no record shall be
kept of the discussions or decisions made at the closed session and all matters relating to the closed session shall
be confidential, If the applicant does not withdraw the application, the legislative body shall take action at the
public meeting during which the closed sessicn is held or at its next public meeting denying the application for the
license but all matters relating to the closed session are confidential and shall not be disclosed without the consent
of the applicant, except in an action by an applicant who has been denied a license challenging the denial of the
license.

(Added by Stats, 1982, Ch., 298, Sec. 1.)

54956.75. (a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of 2 local agency
that has received a confidential final draft audit report from the Bureau of State Audits from holding.closed sessions
to discuss its response to that report. . : . C . o .

(b) After the public release of an audit report by the Bureau of State Audlts, if a ledislative' body of a local agency
meets to discuss the audit report, it shal[ do so in @n open session unless exempted From that reqmrement by some
other prowswn of law.




(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 576, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 2005.)

94956.8. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local agency may hold a closed
session with its negotiator prior to the purchase, sale, exchange, or lease of real property by or for the local agency
to grant authority to its negotiator regarding the price and terms of payment for the purchase, sale, exchange, or
lease.

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall hold an open and public session
in which it identifies its negotiators, the real property or real properties which the negotiations may concern, and
the person or persons with whom its negotiators may negotiate.

For purposes of this section, negotiators may be members of the legislative body of the local agency.
For purposes of this section, “lease” includes renewal or renegotiation of a lease,

Nothing in this section shall preclude a local agency from holding a closed session for discussions regarding eminent
domain proceedings pursuant to Section 54956.9,

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 260, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1999.)

34956.81. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local agency that invests
pension funds may hold a closed session to consider the purchase or sale of particular, specific pension fund
investments. All investment transaction decisions made during the closed session shall be made 'by rolicall vote
entered into the minutes of the closed session as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 54957.2.

(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 533, Sec. 20. Effective January 1, 2005.)

34956.86. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local agency which provides
services pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code may hold a closed session to hear a
charge or complaint from a member enrolled in its heaith plan if the member does not wish to have his or her
name, medical status, or other information that is protected by federal law publicly dssclosed Prior to holding a
closed session pursuant to this section, the legislative body shall inform the member, in wntmg, of his or her right
to have the charge or complaint heard in an open session rather than a closed session.

(Added by Stats. 1996, Ch. 182, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1997.)

54956.87. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the records of a health plan that is licensed
pursuant to the Knox-Keene Health Care Service Plan Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of
Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a county board of supervisors, whether paper
records, records maintained in the management information system, or records in any other form, that relate to
provider rate or payment determinations, allocation or distribution methodologies for provider payments, fprmulas
or calculations for these payments, and contract negotiations with providers of health care for alternative rates are
exempt from disclosure for a period of three years after the contract is fully executed. The transmission of the
records, or the information contained therein in an alternative form, to the board of supervisors shall not constitute
a waiver of exemption from disclosure, and the records and information once transmitted to the board of
supervisors shall be subject to this same exemption.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a health plan that is licensed pursuant to the
Knox-Keene Health Care Service Plan Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the
Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a county board of supervisors may order that a meeting held
solely for the purpose of discussion or taking action on health plan trade secrets, as defined in subdivision (f), shall
be held in closed session. The requirements of making a public report of action taken in closed session, and the
vote or abstention of every member present, may be limited to a brief general description without the information
constituting the trade secret,

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a health plan may meet in closed session to
consider and take action on matters pertaining to contracts and contract negotiations by the health plan with
providers of health care services concerning all matters related to rates of payment, The governing board may
delete the portion or portions containing trade secrets from any documents that were finally approved in the closed
session held pursuant to subdivision (b) that are provided to persons who have made the timely or standing
request.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the governing board from meeting in closed session as
otherwise provided by law.




(e) The provisions of this section shall not prevent access to any'records by the Joirit Legisiative Audit-Committae in
the exercise-of its powers oursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 10500) of Chapter 4 of Part 2 of Division
2 of Title 2. The provisions of this section alse shall not preveht-access to any.records,by the.Department of; -
Managed Health Care in the exercise of its powers pursuant to Article 1 {commencing with Section 1340} of Chapter
2.2 of Division 2-of the Health and Safety Code,

(f) For purposes of this section, “health plan trade secret” means a trade-secret, as defined in subdivision (d) of -
Section 3426.1 of-the Civil Code, that also meets both of the following criteria: .

* {1) The secrecy. of the information is necessary for the health plan to initiate a new service, program, marketing
. strategy, business plan, or technology, or to add a benefit or product.

(2) Premiature disclosure of the trade secret would create a substantial probability of deprlvmg the health plan of
a substantlal economlc benefrt or opportumty

tr

(Amended by Stats. 2015 Ch. 190, Sec. 65. (AB 1517) Effective Januaryl 2016.) - T

Mzﬁ;ﬁ; (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a legislative body of a local agency, based on
advice of its legal counsel, from holding a.closed session to confer with, or receive-advice from; its legal counsel®:
regarding pending litigation when discussion in open session concerning those matters would prejudice the position
of the |ocal agency in the litigation,

(b) For purposes of this chapter, all expressrons of the Iawyer-cllent prlwlege other than: those provrded in this”
section are hereby abrogated. This section is the exclusive expression of the lawyer-client privilege for purposes of
conducting closed sess:on meetings pursuant to this chapter

(c) For purposes of this section, “litigation” includes any adJudscatory proceedmg, |nclud|ng emment domaln before
a court admrmstratwe body exercising its ad]udlcatory authority, heanng offlcer or arbltrator ,

SIRHE T i

(d) For purposes of this, sectlon litigation shall be consndered pendmg when any of the follow:ng circumstances
exist:-
(1) Litigation, to which the local agency is a party, has been initiated formally.
(2) A point has been reached where, in the opinion of the legisiative body of the local agency on the advice of its
legal counsel, based on existing facts and circumstances, there. is a significant .exposureto litigation against the
Iocal agency.
(3) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of the local- agency is meetlng only to decrde
whether a closed session is autharized pursuant to paragraph {2). pon T AN C o
.(4) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of the local agency has decided teinitiate of is
deciding whether to initiate litigation.

(&) For purposes of paragraphs (2) and (3} of subdivision {d), “exlstmg facts 'and cchrnstances” shall consist only.
of one of the following: .

(1) Facts and circumstances that might resuit.in litigation against the local agency but which the local agency
believes are not yet known to a potential plaintiff or plaintiffs, which facts and circumstances need not be

disclosed. o
(2) Facts and circumstances, mcludmg, but not imited to, an accident, disaster, incident, or transactional
occurrence that might result’in litigation agarnst the agency and that are known toa potential plarntrff or

plamt[ffs, which facts or cwcumstances shall be publicly stated on the agenda or announced

- o “ ]

"(3) The receipt of a claim pursuant to the Government Claims Act (Division 3. 6 (commencing with Section 810) of
*Title 1 of the Government Code) or some.other written communication from-a potential plalntlff threatening -
‘litigation, which claim or communication shall be available for publi¢ inspection pursuant to'Section 54957.5." .

. (4) A statement made by a person in an open and public meeting threatening litigation on a"s!pecific matter within
_the responsibility of the legislative body.

(5) A statement threatening litigation-made by a person outside an.dpen-and public:-meeting ah a“specific matter:
within the responsibility of the legislative body so long as the official or employee of the local agency receiving




i . . .
knowladge of the threat. makes a contemporaneous or other record of the statement prier to.the: meetrng, which.-
record.shall be-available for‘publicinspection pursuant to Section 54957.5. The records so.created need not
identify the alleged victim of unlawful or tortious sexual-conduct or anyone making the threat on their behalf, or
identify a public employee who is the alleged perpetrator of any unlawfui or tortious conduct upon which a threat

of Iitigation is based, unless the identity of the person has been publicly disclosed,

(f) Noth:ng in this sect|on shall require ‘disclosure of written communlcatlons that are privileged ‘and not subJect to”
dlSClOSUl’E pursuant to the Cal|forn|a PUblic Records Act (Dl\nsmn 10 (commenclng W|th Sectlon 7920 000) of Tltle
l) V! I N

{g ) Prior to holdlng a closed sesslon pursuant to thls sectlon the leglslatlve body of the local agency shall state on
the agenda or publlcly announce the paragraph of subdivision (d) that authorlzes the closed session. If the session
is closed pursuant to paragraph (1 of subdmsuon (d), the body shaII state the title of or othen\rlse speclf‘cally
|dent|fy the Iltlgatlon to be dlscussed unless the body states that to do so would Jeopardlze the' agency 's ablllty to
effectuate service of process Jpon one or more unserved partles, or that to do so would jeopardlze its ablllt\/ to * ¢
conclude’ ex1stlng settiement negotiations to its advantage ' = 0L

{h) A local age'ncy-shall be cohsidered to be"a‘“party” or to havé 3 “signlfi'c'ant exp‘dslj'l‘e' to li‘t%'ig'artid-‘h”' if 57 officer or
'em;":'lo'yee of the local agericy is a party or has significant exposure to litigation concerning prior or prospective
activities or alleged activities durfng the course and scope of that office or employment, including litigation in which
it is an issue.whether an activity is outside the course and scape of the office or employment. = . . .- o
{Amended by Stats! 2021 ch, 615 Sec. 206, (AB 474) Effective January 1, 2022 Operanve January 1 2023, pursuent th'sec:
462 of Stals, 2021, .Ch. 615.) . anfe T
54956.95. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construad'to prevent.a joint powers agency formed-pursuantto Article
1 (commencing with Settion 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division.7 of Title 1, for purposes.of insurance pooling, or-a local
agency. member of the joint powers agency, from holding a closed session to discuss a.claim for the payment of tort
liability losses, '‘public liability losses, or workers' compensation liability incurred by the jonnt powers agency or a
local agency -member-of the joint powers agency, . - . ST e e Wit B e e P

(b) Nothing In this chapter shall be construed to prevent the Local Agenc'y-'Self-Insurance Authority formed
pursuant to Chapter 5.5 (commenclng with Section 6599.01) of Division 7 of Title 1, or a local agency member of
the authorlty, from Holding a closed session to' discuss a claim forthe payment of tort liability 155ses, public liability
losses, or workers’ compensation liability incurred by the authority or a local agency member of the authority,

(c) Nothlng ln this section shall be construed to affect Section 54956 9 with respect to any other local agency.,
{Added by Stats 1989, Ch. 882, Sec. 3:) S . K L Ter ot

R
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54956.96, (a);Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prévent the legislative body of a joint powers agency
formed pursuant te Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) -of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, from adopting a
policy ‘or a bylaw or Including in its joint powers agreement provisions that authorize either or'both of thefollowing:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency memberin a closed session relatéd to.the
information presented to the Jomt powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a member of
the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose!information obtained in a closed: session that has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency to.the following individuals: -

{A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency member,

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present in a closed session of that local agency
member,

'

- W

(2) Any designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint powers agency who-is-alse a member.of-
the legislative body of a local agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the joint
powers agency in lieu of a local agency members regularly appointed member to -attend closed. sessions of the
joint powers agency.
(b)Y (1) In adclition to the authority described in subdivision (a), the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or
its-successar ent|ty, may adopt a policy or a bylaw or includein its Jolnt powers agreement a prowsmn that
authonzes both of the followmg ' o

cs
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(A) A designated alternate member of the legislative bedy of the Clean Power Aillance of Southeen. California, .
or |ts successor entity, who s not a member.of the legislative body of a Iocal agency mernber and who is.
attending 2 properiy noticed meeting, of the Ciean Power Alliance of Southern Cailfornla or Its successor entity,

in lieu of a. Iocal -agency member s regularly appomted member, to attend closed 'sessions of the Ciean Power
Alliance of. Southern California 0r its successor entity, ., .

© (B) All information that is received by a designated alternate member of the legislative body of the Clean
iPower Alliance of Southern California, or its: successor entity, who |s not a member of the legislative bod,y of &
.+, Jocal.agency member, and that is presented to the Clean ‘Power AIIiance of Southern Callfornla, or its successor
. entity, in- closed session, shall be confidential. However the de5|gnated alternate member may dlsciose
. information obtained in a ciosed session that has direct financlal or Iiabillty |mp||cat|ons for the local- -agency
. member for, which the: de5|gnated alternate member attended the closed session, to the foilowmg indiwduals

{i) Légal.counsel of that |dcal agency member for purposes of obtaining advice on:whether the matter has
direct financial or.liability. implications for that.local agency-member. G

R :

{m Members of the IegislatiVe body of the local agéncy present in a closed session of that locai agency
member.

"(2) If the Clean Power Alliance:of-Southern California; or its suctessor-entity, adopts a policy ok bylaw dr'inclides
in its joink powers agreement a provision authorized pursuant to paragraph (1), the Clean Power Alliance of ™

- Southern California, or its successor entity, shall establish-policies to prevent conflicts of interest and to address:-
breaches-of confidentiality that apply to a designated alternate member. who,is not,a-member of the:legislative .
body of a local agency member, who attends,a, cioséd session of the Clean Power Alliance, of Southern: California,
or its successor-entity. - - - - .o ; o 5 '

(<) 1f the legisiatiye body of a 'joint powers agency' adopts a policy or a bylaw or includes provisions in its joint
powers agreement pursuant to subdlvlsmn (a) or (b),, then the Ieglslat:ve body of the Iocal agency member, upon
the adwce of its Iegal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to raceive, discuss, ‘and take action
-concerning |nformation obtained ih & closed session’ of the joinit powers agency pursuant {o paragraph (1)} of
subdivision (a) or paragraph (1) of subdivision (b)

. : s Saee L e Dty
(d) This sectlon shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed

(Amended (as amended by Stats, 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2024, Ch. 24, Sec. 1. (AB 1852) Effective January 1, 2025,
Repealed as. of. January:1,:2030,.by its own provisions. See (ater operative version, s amerided by Sec.-2 of Stats,.2024, Ch,
24.)

r . . ‘ N s - . '_ L '”.‘:

54956.96. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a joint powers agency
formed pursuant to Article 1 {(commencing with Section 6500) of Chaptér-5 of Division 7 of Title 1, from adopting a
policy or a:bylaw or including in its joint powers agreement provisions that authorize.either or: both of* the fol]owmg:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency membér in a closed session related 3 the

. mformation presented to the joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However a member of
the Iegisiatwe body of a local agency member may disclose information abtained i @ closed sessuon that has
“direct flngncial or liability implications for that local agency to the fallowing individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agancy member for purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency membet, )

(B) Other members of the leglslative body-of the local agency present in a closed session of that local agency
member.

(2) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint powers agency who is alsc a member of
the legislative body of a local agency member and who is atfending a properly noticed -meeting of the joint’
powers agency in lieu-of a local agency members regulariy appointed member to attend closed sessions of the
Jomt poWers agency e ' R ! e .

(b) If the, legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or a bylaw or includes provisions in its _]OInt
powers agreement pursuant to subdivision (a), then the leglslative body of the local agency member, upon the
advice of its Iegal counsel, may condlict a:closed session in arder to réceive; discuss, and take action concerning
information obtained in a closed session of the joint powers agency pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a).

(c) Thns SECtion shall become operative on January 1, 2030.




'
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(Amended {as added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 2) b);’ Stats. 2024, th.‘24, Sec. 2. (AB 1852) Effective January 1, 2025.
Section_operative January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54956.97. Notwthstand:ng any prows;on of law, the governlng board, or a committee of the governing board, of a
public bank, as defined in Section 57600 of the Government Code may meet in closed session to consnder and-take
action on matters pertalnlng to all of the foIIowmg ' ' - ' o

(a) A Ioan or. mvestment demsnon

(b) A decision of the Internal audit comm:ttee the compliance commlttee, or the governance committee,
(c) A meetlng with a state or federal regulator,
(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch 442 Sec 14, (AB 857) Effect.'ve January 1 2020)

54938.98.. (a) For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply: . I

(1) "Shareholder, member, or dwner local agency” or “shareholder, member, or owner” means a local agency that
is a shareholder of a public bank.

.{2) “Public bank” has-the same meaning as defined in Section 57600.
’ PR - T

{b) The governing.board of a public bank may adopt a policy-or a bylaw or include in its governing documents
provisions that authorize any of the following:

(1) All information received by a shareholder member, or owner of the public bank ina closed session related to
the information presented to the governing board of a public bank in closed session shall“be conﬂdentlal
However, a member of the governing board of a shareholder, member, or owner local agency may disclose
mformatlon optained in a tlosed session that has direct financial or liability |mpl1cat|ons for that local agency to

' 'the followmg lndlwduals

(A) Legal counse| of that shareholder, member, or owner local agency for purposes of obtaining advice on
whether'the. matter has direct financial or liability impiications for that shareholder local agency. ' . -

B) Other members-‘of the governing board of the local agency present ina c!osed,-sesswn of that.shareholder,
. member, or owner local agency. . s . R 4

. . - ., PR PR

(2) A-designated alternate -member of the governing board of the public bank who is.also. a' member of the -.
:governing board of a shareholder, member, or owner local agency and who i5 attending a properly noticed
meeting of the public bank governing board in lieu of a shareholder, member, or owner local agency’s regularly
appointed member rnay attend a closed session of the publ'ic.bank governing board.

{c) If the governmg board of a public bank adopts a policy or a bylaw or 1ncludes prowsions in |ts governlng

documents pursuant to subdivision (b}, then the governing board.of the shareholder, member, or owner Iocal

agency, upon ‘the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to receive, discuss, and take

action concerning information obtained in a closed session of the public bank governing board pursuant to

paragraph (1) of subdivision (b}.

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 15. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 2020.)

'- [

54957. (a) (1) This chapter does not prevent the legislative body of a local'agency from holding closed sessions
with the Governor, Attorney General, district attorney, agency counsel, sheriff, or chief of police, or other law
enforcement or security personnel, or a security consultant or a security operations manager_.'on matters posing a
threat to the security of public buildings, a threat to the security of essential pitblic services, includifig water,
drinking water, wastewater treatment, natural gas service, and electric service, a threat to the public’s right of
access to public services or public facilities, or a threat to critical infrastructure controls or critical infrastructure
information relating to cybersecurity.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, the following definitions apply:

{A) "“Critical infrastructure controls” means networks and systems controlling assets so vital to the local agency
that the incapacity or destruction of those networks, systems, or-assets would have a debilitating impact. on
public health, safety, economic security, or any combination thereof.




"

_{B) “Critical infrastructure information” means information not customarily in the public domain pertaining to
" any of the following: .

(i) Actual, potential, or threatened interference with, or an attack on, compromise of, or Incapacitation of
critical infrastructure controls by.either physical or computer-based-attack or ether similar conduct,
including, but not limited to, the misuse of, or unauthorized access to, all types of communications and data
transmission systems, that violates federal, state, or Iocal law or harms public health, safety, or economic
security, or any combination thereof :

(ii) The ablllty of critical Infrastructure controls to resist any interference, compromise, or incapacitation,

including, but not limited to, any planned or past assessment or. estlmate of the vuinerability: of critical
infrastructure:

(iii) Any planned or past cperational problem or solution regarding critical infrastructure controls, including,
but not limited to, repair, recovery, reconstruction, insurance, or continuity, to the extent it:is related to
tnterference, compromise, or incapacitation'of critical infrastructure controls. :

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), this chapter does not prevent the Ieglslative body of a local agency from holdmg “
closed sesslons during a regular or special meeting to consider.the appointment, employment, evaluation.of
performance, discipline, or dismisgal of a public employee or to hear complaints or charges brought against the
employee by another person or employee unless the employee requests a public session.

(2} As a condition to holding a closed session on specmc complalnts or charges brought against an employee by
another person or employee, the employee shall be given written notice of their right to have the complaints or
charges heard in an open session rather than a closed session, which notice shall be delivered to the employee
personally or by mall at least 24 hours before the time for holding the session. If notice is not given, any
disciplinary or other action taken by the legislative body against the employee based on the specific complaints or
charges in the closed session shall be null and void.

(3} The legislative body also may exciude from the public or closed meeting, during the examination. of a witness,
any or aII other witnesses in the matter being investigated by the legislative body

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term “employee” shall include an officer or an independent contractor
who functions as an officer or an employee but shall not include any elected official, member of a legislativé body
or other Independent contractors, This subdivision shall not limit local fficials’ ability to hold closéd session *
meetings pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and
37624.3 of the Government Code, Closed sessions held pursuant to this subdivision shall not include discussion or
action on proposed compensation except for & reduction of compensauon that results from the wnpbsutlon of
discipline. +° St

(Amended by Stats. 2024, Gh. 243, Sec. 1. (AB 2715) Effective January 1, 2025.) ey,

£4957.1. (a) The Ieglslatwe body of any local agency shall publicly report any actlon taken in closed session and the
vote or abstention on that action of every member present, as follows:

(1} Approval of an agreement concluding real estate negotiations pursuant to Section 54956.8 shall be reported
after the agreement Is final, as follows:

(A) If Its own approval renders the agreement final, the body shall report that approval and the substance of
the agreement in open session at the public meeting during which the closed session is held,

(B) If final approval rests with the other party t6 the negot|at|on5 the local agency shall disclose the fact of
that approval and the substance’of the agreement upon induiry by any person, as soon as the other pafty or "
its agent has informed the local agency of its approval.

{2) Approval given to its legal counsel to defend, or. seek or refrain from seeking appellate review or relief, or to
enter as an amicus curiae in any form of litigation as the result of a consultation under Section 54956.9 shall ba
reported in’ open session at the publlc meeting during which the closed session is held, The report shall identify, if
known, the adverse party or parties and the substance of the litigation. In the case of approval given to initiate or
intervene in an action, the announcement need not identify the action, the defendants, or other particulars, but
shall specify that the direction to initiate or intervene in an action.has been given and that the action, the
defendants, and the other particulars shall, once formally commenced, be disclosed to any person upon ,inqoiry,_




unless to do so would jeopardize the agency’s ability to effectuate service of process on one or more unserved
parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to conclude existing settlement negotiations to its advantage.

(3) Approval given to its legal counsel of a settlement of pending litigation, as defined in Section 54956.9, at any
stage prior to or during a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding shall be reported after the settlement is final, as
follows:

(A) If the legislative body accepts a settlement offer signed by the opposing party, the body shall report its
acceptance and identify the substance of the agreement in open session at the public meeting during which
the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with some other party to the litigation or with the court, then as soon as the
settlement becomes final, and upon inquiry by any person, the local agency shall disclose the fact of that
approval, and identify the substance of the agreement,

(4) Disposition reached as to claims discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.95 shall be reported
as soon as reached in a manner that identifies the name of the claimant, the name of the local agency claimed

against, the substance of the claim, and any monetary amount approved for payment and agreed upon by the

claimant.

(5) Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, accept the resignation of, or otherwise affect the émployment status
of a public employee in closed session pursuant to Section 54957 shall be reported at the public meeting during
which the closed session is held. Any report required by this paragraph shall identify the title of the position. The
general requirement of this paragraph notwithsténding, the report of a dismissal or of the nonrenewal of an
employment contract shall be deferred until the first public meeting following the exhaustion of administrative
remedies, if any.

(6) Approval of an agreement concluding labor negotiations with represented employees pursuant to Section
54957.6 shall be reported after the agreement is final and has been accepted or ratified by the other party, The
report shall identify the item approved and the other party or parties to the negotiation,

(7) Pension fund investment transaction decisions made pursuant to Section 54956.81 shall be disclosed at the
first open meeting of the legislative body held after the earlier of the close of the investment transaction or the
transfer of pension fund assets for the investment transaction.

(b) Reports that are required to be made pursuant to this section may be made orally or in writing. The legislative
body shall provide to any person who has submitted a written request to the legislative body within 24 hours of the
posting of the agenda, or to any person who has made a standing request for all documentation as part of a
request for notice of meetings pursuant to Section 54954.1 or 54956, if the requester is present at the time the
closed session ends, copies of any contracts, settlement agreements, or other documents that were finally
approved or adopted in the closed session. If the action taken results in one or more substantive amendments to
the related documents requiring retyping, the documents need not be released until the retyping is completed
during normal business hours, provided that the presiding officer of the legislative body or his or her designee
orally summarizes the substance of the amendments for the benefit of the document requester or any other person
present and requesting the information,

(c) The documentation referred to in subdivision (b) shall be available to any person on the next business day
following the meeting in which the action referred to is taken or, in the case of substantial amendments, when any
necessary retyping is complete.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that the legislative body approve actions not otherwise
subject to legislative body approval.

(e) No action for injury to a reputational, liberty, or other personal interest may be commenced by or on behalf of
any employee or former employee with respect to whom a disclosure is made by a legislative body in an effort to
comply with this section,

(f) This section is necessary to implement, and reasonably within the scope of, paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of
Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution.
(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 538, Sec. 311. Effective January 1, 2007.)

54957.2. (a) The legislative body of a local agency may, by ordinance or resolution, designate a clerk or other
officer or-employee of the local agency who shall then attend each closed session of the legislative body and keep
and enter in a minute book a record of topics discussed and decisions made at the meeting. The minute book made
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purs‘ua:nt'to this section is not a public record subject to inspect'idn pui‘suant to the' California PUblic Récords Act
{Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be kept confidential, The minute book shall-
be available only to membeérs of the legistative body or, if a viclation of this f:‘hapter‘ is alhleged to have occurred at a
closéd session, to a court of general jurisdiction wherein the local agency lies. The miinute book may, but need ‘hot,
consist of a recording of the closed session.

(b) An elected legislative body of a local agenéy may require that each legislative body all or a majorit\i of whose
members are appointed by or under the authority of the elected legislative body keep a minute book as prescribed
under subdivision (a)

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch, 615, Sec. 207 (AB 474) Effective January 1, 2022 Operative January 1 2023 pursuant to Sec.
463 of Stats. 2021, Ch. 615.)

84957.5. (@) Agendas of public meetings are disclosable. public records under the California Public”Reeords Act
(Division 10 {commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be made available upon request without
delay and in compliance with Section, 54954.2 or Section 54956, as applicable. However, this section shall pot apply
to a wrlllt_ing, or portfon thereof, that is exempt from public disclosure,

(b) (1) If a writing Is a public record related to an agenda item for an open session of a regular meeting of the
legislative body of a local agency and is distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of a legislative body.
of a local dgency by a person in connection with a matter subject to discussion or consideration at an-open meeting
of the body less than 72 hours before that meeting, the writing shiall be made available for public inspection
pursuant to paragraph (2) at the time the writing is distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of the
body. . ' " .. . . . o ) ) e e )

(2) (A) fExcept as provided in subparagraph (B), a local agency shall comply with both of the fo.llo'wing ‘
requirements:

(i) A'loea[ agency shall make any writing- described in paragra'ph’ (15 available for public in‘s’pe'cfi‘on ata
_publi¢ office of location that the agency shall designate for this purpose.

(i) A local agency shall list the address of the office or Iocatlon desngnated pursuant to cIause (|) on the
agendas for all meetlngs of the legislative body of that agency.

{B) A local agency shall not be required to comply with the requirements of subparagraph (A) if all of the
follow:ng requirements are met:

(i) An Initial staff report or similar document containing an executive summary and the staff
recommendation, if any, relating to that agenda item is made available for public inspection atthe ofﬂce or
Iocatlon de5|gnated pursuantto c!ause (i) of subparagraph {(A) at least 72 hours before the meetlng

{ii) The local agency immediately posts any wntlng described in paragraph (l) on the Iocal agencys internet
website in a position and manner that makes it clear that the writing relates to an agenda fterh for an *
upcoming meeting.

(iii) The local agency lists the web address of the local agency’s internet website on the agendas for all
meetings of the legislative body of that agency.

(iv) (I) Subject to subclause (II), the local agency makes physical coples available for public inspection,
beginning the next regular business hours for the |ocal agency, at the office or location designated pursuant
to clause (i) of subparagraph (A).

(II) This clause is satisfied only if the next regular business hours of the local agency commence at least

24 hours b\er’ore that meeting.
(¢) Writings that are public records described in subdivision (b) and distributed during a publlc meeting shall be ™
made available for pUb|IC inspection at the meeting if prepared by the local agency or a member of its legilative
body, or after the meeting if prepared by some other parson. These writings shall be made available in appropriate
alternative formats upon request by a person. with a disability, as required by Sectlon 202, of the Americans W|th
Dnsablllt|es Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulahons adopted in |mp|ementatlan
thereof,




(d) This chapter shall ndt be construed to prevent the legisiative body of a local agency from charging a fee or
deposit for a copy of a public record pursuant to Section 7922.530, except that a surcharge shall not be imposed on
persons with disabilities in violation of Section 202‘of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1950 (42 U%s.C. Sec,
12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof,

() This section shall not be construed to limit or delay the public's right to inspect or obtain a copy of any record
requwed to be disclosed under the requirements of the California Public Records Act (DIVISIOFI 10 {commencing with
Section 7920, 000) of Title 1), including, but not limited to, the ability of the public to inspect public records
pursuant.to Section 7922.525 and obtaln copies of public records pursuant.to either subdivision (b} of Section -
7922.530.0r Section 7922,535, This chapter shall not be construed to require a Ieglslatlve body of a local agency to
place any paid advertisement or any other paid notice in any publication.

(Amended (as amended by Stats., 2021, Ch. 615, Sec, 208} by Stats. 2022, Ch, 971, Sec.;1. (AB.2647) Effective:January 1, .
2023.) .

94957.8. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local agency may hold closed
sessions with the local agency’s designated representativeés regarding the salaries, salary schedules, ot
compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of its represented and unrepresented employees, and, for oo
represented employees, any other matter within the statutorily provided scope of representation, subject to all of
the following conditions:

(1) Prior to the closed session, thé legislative body of the local agency shall hold an open and pdblic‘ses‘sion in
which it identifies its designated representatives,

(2) The closed session shall be for the purpcse of reviewing its posutlon and Instructlng the local agency g
' de5|gnated representatwes

(3) The closed session may take place prior to and during consultations and discussions with representatives of
employee organizations and unrepresented employees.

(4) Any closed session with the local agency’s designated representative regarding the salaries, salary schedules,
or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits may include discussion of an agency’s available funds and
funding priorities, but only insofar as these discussions relate to providing instructions to the local agency’s
designated representative, "

(5) The closed session shall not include final action on the proposed cdmpensation of one or more unrepresented

employees.

{6) For the plrposes enumerated in this section, a legislative body of'a local agency may also ‘meet with &' state

conciliatof who has intervened in the proceedings. '
{b) For the purposes of this section, the term “empioyee” shall include an officer or an independent contractor who
functions as an officer or an employee, but shall not include any elected official, member of a tegislative body, or
other independent contractors. . . G .

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch, 327, Sec. 20. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.}

34957.7. (a) Prior to holding any closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall d1sclose, in an open.
meeting, the item or items to be discussed in the closed session, The disclosure may take the form of a reference
to the item or items as they are listed by number or letter on the agenda. In the closed session, the legisiative
body may consider only those matters covered in its statement, Nothing in this section shall require or authorize a
disclosure of information prohibited by state or federal law.

(b) After any closed session, the leglslative' body shall reconvene into open session prior to adJournment and shall
make any disciosures required by Section 54957.1 of actioh taken in the closed session. -

(c) The announcements required to be made in open session pursuant to this section may be made ét the location
announced in the agenda for the closed session, as long as the public is allowed to be present at that locatlon for
the purpose of hearlng the announcements. - ’ ‘

(Amended by Stats 1993 Ch. 1137, Sec 15.' Effective Janisary 1, 1994. Operat.'ve Aprn' 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 1137)

54957.8. (a) For purposes of this section, “multijurisdictional law enforcement agency” means a joint bowers entity
formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1 that provides law

‘
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enforcement serwces for the parties to the Jomt powers agreement for|the purpose of mvest:gatmg criminal actlwty
involving drugs; ‘gangs; sex crimes; firearms trafficking or felony possession of a firearm; high technology,
computer, or identity theft; human trafficking; or vehlcle theft. i

(B} Nothing contained jin this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a multijurisdictional law
enforcement agency, or an ad\nsory body of a mUItIJUI’ISdICtIOI‘IaI law. enforcement agency, from holdmg closed
sessmns to dlscuss the case records of any ongomg criminal mvestlgatlon of the mujtijurisdictional [aw enforcement
agency or of any party to the joint powers agreement to hear testlmony from persons mvolved in the mvestlgatlon,
and to discuss courses of action in-particular cases. - “ P A

(Amended by Stats, 2006, ch. 427, Sec. 1. Ef_fective September 22;' 2006. ) .
" - o Ty - o N A A PR )

54957.9. In the' event that any meetmg is wilifully mterrupted by a group or groups of persons so as to render the
orderly conduct of the meeting unfeasible and order cannot be restored by the removal of individuals who are
willfully interrupting the meeting, the members of the legislative body conducting the meeting may order the ‘
meeting room cleared and continue in session. Only matters appearing on the agenda may be considered in such a
session, Reptesentatives of the press or other riews media, ‘except-those part|C|patrng in the disturbance, shall be
allowed to attend any session heid pursuant to this section. Nothing fn this section shall proh|b|t the leglslatwe ‘body
from establishihg a procedure for readmitting an individual or individuals not responsible for willfully disturbing the
orderly conduct:of the. meetlng

(Amended by Stats. 2025, ch. 327 Sec. 21. (SB.707) Effective January 1, 2026 )‘ '
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-ﬁgﬁlﬁz (a) (1) In addition to authority exercised pursuant,to Sections 54954.3 and 54957.9, the presiding

member of the [eg|s[atlve body conducting a meeting or thEIr designee may remove, or cause the remmoval of; an

individual.for disrupting the .meeting, including any teleconferenced meeting. - R

oo

(2) Prior to'removing an individual, the presiding member or their desrgnee shall wath the individual that their
behavior s disrupting the meeting and that their failure to cease their behavior may result in their removal. The

¢ presiding' member or their desigriee'may then remove the individual if they do not. promptly cease their disruptive
behavior. This. paragraph does not apply to any behavior described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of
"subdlwsmn (b) SLoor R I IR U T N LI TR LR
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(b)' As used in this.section:r, N ) ; R P I A T TR P i
(1) “Disrupting” means engaging in Behavior during a meeting of a iegislative body that actually disrupts,

- disturbs, impedes; or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not limited to, one
of the .following:‘ e . i o . o b e e o

v

‘ (A) A fa:lure to comply with reasonable and Iawful regulations adopted by a. [egl5Iat|ve body pursuant to e
Section 54954.3 or any other law.

(B) Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force dr a true threat of force. SR .

+ (2)."True threat of force” means a threat that has sufficient indicia of intent and seriousness, that a reasonable
observer would perceive it to be an actual threat to use force by the person making the threat.

{Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 22. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54957.96. (5) The existing authority of a legisiative body or its presiding officer'to remove or limit participation by
persons who engage in behavior that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct
of the meeting, including existing limitations upon that authority, shall apply to members of the publi¢ participating
in a meeting via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way' audiovisual platform.

{b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

{1) "Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service: A two-way
audiovisual platform may-be structured to disable the use of video for the public participants.

f2) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does .not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate, ’

»

{Added by Stats. 2025, Ch, 327, Sec, 23, (5B 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)
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§4957.10. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local agency may hold closed sessions
to discuss a local agency employee’s application for-early withdrawal of funds in a deferred compensation plan when
the application is based on financial ‘hardship arising from an unforeseeable emergency due to lllness accident,
casualty, or other extraordinary event, as specified in the deferred compensation plan. '

(Added by Stats, 2001, Ch. 45, Sec. 1 Effectwe Januaryl 2002.)

54958. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the legislative body of every local agency notwithstanding the
conflicting provisions of any other state law. ‘
(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588. )

ki

‘

§4959. Each member of a Ieglslatwe body who attends a meeting of that Ieglslatlve body where actlon is taken in
violation of any provision of this chapter, and where the member intends to deprive the public of information to
which the member knows or has reason to know the public is entitied under this chapter, is guilty of a
misdemeanor, : o
(Amended by Stats, 1994, Ch 32, Sec. 18. Effective March 30, 1994, Operatrve April 1, 19594, by Sec, 23 of Ch 32.)
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54960, (a) The district attorney or any interested person may commence an action by mandamus, |nJunct|on or
declardatory relief for the purpose of stopping or preventing violations or threatened violations of this chapter by
members of the Ieg1slat1ve body of a local agency or to'determine the apphCBbllitY of this chapter to ongomg
actions or threatened future actions of the Ieglslatlve body, or to determing the appllcabjllty of this chapter to past
action's of the Iegislatlve body, subject to Section 54960.2, or to determine whether any rule or action by the
legislative body to penalize or otherwise discourage the expressnon of one or more of |ts members is valid or invalid
under the laws of this state or of the United States, or to compel the legislative body to audio record its closed
sessions as hereinafter provided.

(b) The court in its discretion may, upon a judgment of a violation of Section 54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.9,
54956.95, 54957, or 54957.6, order the legisiative body to audio record its closed sessions and preserve the audio
recordings for the pertod and under the terms of security and confidentiality the court deems appropriate.

(c) (1) Each recording so kept shall be immediately labeled with the date of the closed session recorded and the
title of the clerk.or other officer who shall be custodian’ of the recording. Co b .

(2) The audio recordings shall be subject to the following discovery procedures:

" (A) In any case in which discovery or disclosure of the audio recording is sought by either the district attotney
or the plaintiff in a civil action pursuant to Section 54959, 54960, or 54960.1 alleging that a violation of this
chapter'has occurred in a closed session that has been recorded pursuant to this section, the party seeking
discovery or disclosure shall file a written notice of motion with the appropriate court w:th notice to the
‘governmental agency that has custody and ¢ontrol of the audio recording. The notice sha[l be given pursuant
“to subdivision (b) of Sectlon 1005 of the Code of Civil Procedure, o

(B) The notice sharl include, in addition to the items required by Sectlon 1010 of the Code of Civil Procedure,

all of the following: -~

(i) Identification of the proceeding in which discavery or disclosure ts sought, the party seeking discovery or
disclosure, the date and time of the meeting recorded, and the governmental agency that has custody and-
' control of the recordlng ' ' :

(if} An affidavit that contains specific facts indjcating that.a violation of the act occurred:in the closed
session. .

- .
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(3) If the court, following a review of the motion, finds that there is good cause to believe that a violation has
occurred, the court may review, in camera, the recording of that portion of the closed session alleged to have
, violated the act.

(4) If, following the.in camera review, the court concludes that disclosure of a portion of the recordlng would be
likely to matertally assist in the resolution of the litigation alleging violatiori of this” chapter, the court shall |n its
dlscretlon make a certified transcript of the portlon of the recordmg a pubhc exhibit in the proceedmg

(5) This sectidn shall not periit dis'covery of communications that are protected by the attbrne}'—client':priviiége.




(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 1. (58 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

94960.1. (a) The district attorney or any interested person may commence an action by mandamus or injunction for
the purpose of obtaining a judicial determination that an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency in
violation of Section 54953, 54954.2, 549545, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 is null and void under this section.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a legislative body from curing or correcting an action
challenged pursuant to this section.

(b) Prior to any action being commenced pursuant to subdivision (a), the district attorney or interested person shall
make a demand of the legislative body to cure or correct the action alleged to have been taken in violation of
Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5. The demand shall be in writing and clearly
describe the challenged action of the legislative body and nature of the alleged violation.

(c) (1) The written demand shall be made within 90 days from the date the action was taken unless the action was
taken in an open session but in violation of Section 54954.2, in which case the written demand shall be made
within 30 days from the date the action was taken.

(2) Within 30 days of receipt of the demand, the legislative body shall cure or correct the challenged action and
inform the demanding party in writing of its actions to cure or correct or inform the demanding party in writing of
its decision not to cure or correct the challenged action.

(3) If the legislative body takes no action within the 30-day period, the inaction shall be deemed a decision not to
cure or correct the challenged action, and the 15-day period to commence the action described in subdivision (a)
shall commence to run the day after the 30-day period to cure or correct expires.

(4) Within 15 days of receipt of the written notice of the legislative body’s decision to cure or correct, or not to
cure or correct, or within 15 days of the expiration of the 30-day period to cure or correct, whichever is earlier,
the demanding party shall be required to commence the action pursuant to subdivision (a) or thereafter be
barred from commencing the action.

(d) An action taken that is alleged to have been taken in violation of Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6,
54956, or 54956.5 shall not be determined to be null and void if any of the following conditions exist:

(1) The action taken was in substantial compliance with Sections 54953, 54954.2, 54954,5, 54954.6, 54956, and
54956.5.

(2) The action taken was in connection with the sale or issuance of notes, bonds, or other evidences of
indebtedness or any contract, instrument, or agreement thereto.

(3) The action taken gave rise to a contractual obligation, including a contract let by competitive bid other than
compensation for services in the form of salary or fees for professional services, upon which a party has, in good
faith and without notice of a challenge to the validity of the action, detrimentally relied.

(4) The action taken was in connection with the collection of any tax.

(5) Any person, city, city and county, county, district, or any agency or subdivision of the state alleging
noncompliance with subdivision (a) of Section 54954.2, Section 54956, or Section 54956.5, because of any
defect, error, irregularity, or omission in the notice given pursuant to those provisions, had actual notice of the
item of business at least 72 hours prior to the meeting at which the action was taken, if the meeting was noticed
pursuant to Section 54954.2, or 24 hours prior to the meeting at which the action was taken if the meeting was
noticed pursuant to Section 54956, or prior to the meeting at which the action was taken if the meeting is held
pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(e) During any action seeking a judicial determination pursuant to subdivision (a) if the court determines, pursuant
to a showing by the legislative body that an action alleged to have been taken in violation of Section 54953,
54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 has been cured or corrected by a subsequent action of the
legislative body, the action filed pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be dismissed with prejudice.

(f) The fact that a legislative body takes a subsequent action to cure or correct an action taken pursuant to this
section shall not be construed or admissible as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 454, Sec. 23. Effective January 1, 2003.)




54960.2. (3) The district attorney or any interested person may file an action to determine the applicability of this
chapter to past actions of the legislative body pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 only if all of the
following conditions are met:

(1) The district attorney or interested person alleging a viclation of this chapter first submits a cease and desist
letter by postal mail or facsimile transmission to the clerk or secretary of the legislative body being accused of the
violation, as designated in the statement pertaining to that public agency on file pursuant to Section 53051, or if
the agency does not have a statement on file designating a clerk or a secretary, to the chief executive officer of
that agency, clearly describing the past action of the legislative body and nature of the alleged violation.

(2) The cease and desist letter required under paragraph (1) is submitted to the legislative body within nine
months of the alleged violation.

(3) The time during which the legislative body may respond to the cease and desist letter pursuant to subdivision
(b) has expired and the legislative body has not provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision

(c).

(4) Within 60 days of receipt of the legislative body's response to the cease and desist letter, other than an
unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision (c), or within 60 days of the expiration of the time during
which the legislative body may respond to the cease and desist letter pursuant to subdivision (b), whichever is
earlier, the party submitting the cease and desist letter shall commence the action pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 54960 or thereafter be barred from commencing the action. ‘

(b) The legislative body may respond to a cease and desist letter submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) within 30
days of receiving the letter. This subdivision shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body from providing an
unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision (c) at any time after the 30-day period has expired, except that
in that event the court shall award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff in an action brought
pursuant to this section, in accordance with Section 54960.5.

(c) (1) If the legislative body elects to respond to the cease and desist letter with an unconditional commitment to
cease, desist from, and not repeat the past action that is alleged to violate this chapter, that response shall be in
substantially the following form:

To

The [name of legislative body] has received your cease and desist letter dated [date] alleging that the following
described past action of the legislative body violates the Ralph M. Brown Act:

[Describe alleged past action, as set forth in the cease and desist letter submitted pursuant to subdivision (a)]

In order to avoid unnecessary litigation and without admitting any violation of the Ralph M. Brown Act, the [name
of legislative body] hereby unconditionally commits that it will cease, desist from, and not repeat the challenged
past action as described above.

The [name of legislative body] may rescind this commitment only by a majority vote of its membership taken in
open session at a reqular meeting and noticed on its posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown Act Commitment.” You
will be provided with written notice, sent by any means or media you provide in response to this message, to
whatever address or addresses you specify, of any intention to consider rescinding this commitment at least 30
days before any such regular meeting. In the event that this commitment is rescinded, you will have the right to
commence legal action pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 of the Government Code. That notice will be
delivered to you by the same means as this commitment, or may be mailed to an address that you have designated
in writing.

Very truly yours,

[Chairperson or acting chairperson df the Iegislativé body]
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(2} An tneonditional commitment pursuant to thls subdivision shall be approved by the leglslatwe body |n open
; session at a regular or specnal rneetlng as a separate |tem of buslness and rfoton’its consént agenda. °

(3} An action shall not be commenced to determlne the appllcabllity of this.chapter to, any. past action of the, |
.. legislative body for which, the leglslatlve body has provided an -unconditional commitment pursuant to this
- subdivision, During any, actlon seekmg a judicial determlnatlon regardlng the applicability of this chapter to any..
past action of the Ieglslatlve body pursuant to subdivision (8}, if the court. determlnes that the, Ieg|slat|ve body
has prowded an uncondltlonal commitment pursuant to thls subdlwsuon the act|on shall be :dismissed with .
prejudlce Nothlng in this subdlwsron shall be construed to mocllfy or I|m|t the existing ablllt,y of:the dlstnct ;
. attorney or-any. lnterested person to commence an action to determlne the appllcablllty of this chapter to ongoing
) ,actions or. threatened future actlons of the leglslatlve body

- (4) Except as provided in subd|V|s|on (d)/:-the fact that a Ieglslatlve body pro\ndes an uncondltlonal commltment
shall not be construed or admissible as evidence of a violation of this chapter

(d) If the leglslatwe body provldes an uncondltlonal comrmtment as set forth In subdl\nsron (c), the leglslahve body
shall not thereafter take or engage in the challenged action descnbed in the cease and desist Ietter, except as. |
prov:ded in subdl\nsnon (e) Vlolatlon of this subdwlslon ‘shall constitute an lndependent woiatlon of this chapter,
WIthout regard to whether the challenged action would othenwse vnolate thls chapter An actlon alleglng past ‘
vielation or threatened future vlolatlon of this, subdnnsnon may be. brought pursuant to SUblelSlOl‘l (a) of Sectlon i
54960 without regard to the procedural requwements of this section. os

(e) The legislative body may resolve to rescind an unconditlonal commltment made pursuant to subdivisron (c) by a
majority vote of its membershlp taken in open session at a regular meeting as a separate item of business not on
its consent, agenda, and noticed on |ts posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown Act Commltrnent," provrded that not
less than 30 days prior to such regular meeting, the Ieglslati\.lfe body provides written notice of its intent to consider
the rescission to each person to whom the uncondlttonal commltment was made, and to the district attorney. Upon
rescission, the district attorney or any interested person may commence an action pursuant to subdivision {a) of
Section 54960. An action under this subdivision may be brought pursuant to subdl\nsion (a) of Section 54960
wnthout regard to the procedural requirernents. of this sectlon R R

(Ado‘ed by Stats: 2012, Ch. 732, Sec 2. (S5 1003) Eftective sanvary 1, 2013y T

Mﬁm A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plalntlff |n an actlon brought pursuant
to Sectlon 54960; 54960.1, or 54960 2 where it is found that.a legislatiVe body of the local agefcy has wolated this
chapter. Additionally,’ when an action brought pursuant to Section'54960.27Is dismissed with prejudice- because a
legislative body has: provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (c)} of that
section at any time: after the 30-day period for making such a commitment has expired, the court shall award court
¢osts and'reasonable attorney fees to the plajntiff if the flllng of that action caused the legislative body fo:issue the
unconditional commitment. The costs apd fees shall be paid by the local agency and shall not; become a personal.-
liability of any, public officer or employee of the local agency. T ECIE NI

A‘court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to a defendant in ahy action brought pursuant to
Séction 54960 or 54960.1 where the defendant has prevalled in a final determination of such action and the court
finds that the action was clearly frivolous and totally lacking ||n merit,

(Ameénded by Stats. 2012, Ch, 732, Sec. 3. (5B 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

54961, (a) No legislative body of a local agency shall conduct any meeting in any facllity that prohibits the
‘admittance of any person, or persons, on the basis of ancestry or any characteristic listed or defined in Section
11135, or which is-inaccessible to disabled persons, or where members of the public may not be present without
making a payment or purchase. This section shall apply to every local agency as defined in Section 54951,

{b) No notice, agenda, announcement, or report required under this chapter need identify any victim or alleged
victim of tortious sexual conduct or child abuse unless the identity of the person has been publicly disclosed.
(Arnendeo' by Stats. 2007, Ch. 568, Sec. 35, Effective January 1, 2008. ) .

54962, Except. as.expressly authorized by this chapter, or by Sections 1461, 1462, 32106, and 32155 of the Health
and Safety Code, or by Sections 37606, 37606.1, and 37624.3 of the Government Code as they apply to hospitals,
or by any provision of the Education Code pertaining to school districks and community college dlstrlcts, no closed
session may be held by any legislative body of any local agency. -

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 157, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2007.)




54963. (a) A person may not disclose confidential information that has been acquired by being present in a closed
session authorized by Section 54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.86, 54956.87, 54956.9, 54957, 54957.6, 54957.8, or’
54957.10 to a person not entitled to receive it, unless the legislative body authorizes disclosure of that confidential
information.

(b) For purposes of this section, “confidential information” means a communication made in a closed session that is
specifically related to the basis for the legislative body of a local agency to meet lawfully in closed session under
this chapter,

(c) Violation of this section may be addressed by the use of such remedies as are currently available by law,
including, but not limited to:

(1) Injunctive relief to prevent the disclosure of confidential information prohibited by this section,

(2) Disciplinary action against an employee who has willfully disclosed confidential information in violation of this
section.

(3) Referral of a member of a legislative body who has willfully disclosed confidential information in violation of
this section to the grandjury.

(d) Disciplinary action pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) shall require that the employee in question has
either received training as to the requirements of this section or otherwise has been given notice of the
requirements of this section.

(e) A local agency may not take any action authorized by subdivisicn (c) against a person, nor shall it be deemed a
violation of this section, for doing any of the following:

(1) Making a confidential inquiry or complaint to a district attorney or grand jury concerning a perceived violation
of law, including disclosing facts to a district attorney or grand jury that are necessary to establish the illegality of
an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency or the potential illegality of an action that has been the
subject of deliberation at a closed session if that action were to be taken by a legislative body of a local agency.

(2) Expressing an opinion concerning the propriety or legality of actions taken by a legislative body of a local
agency in closed session, including disclosure of the nature and extent of the illegal or potentially illegal action.

(3) Disclosing information acquired by being present in a closed session under this chapter that is not confidential
information.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit disclosures under the whistleblower statutes contained in
Section 1102.5 of the Labor Code or Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 53296) of Chapter 2 of this code.

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1119, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2003.)




