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Emerald Family, LLC Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit
Case Numbers: CUP-16-022 and SP-16-032
Assessor Parcel Numbers 522-201-001 and 522-491-016
131 Flower-McNeil Road, Willow Creek Area

A Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit for Phase 1 of a three-phase project involving the development of cannabis
cultivation, processing, nursery, and manufacturing facilities in accordance with the Humboldt County Commercial
Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO). Phase 1 consists of cannabis processing activities for the applicant
within an existing 23,000 square foot (SF) commercial metal building and approximately seven (7) acres of outdoor
cultivation. The applicant is proposing to use approximately 12 greenhouses as part of the outdoor cultivation. Irrigation
water will be provided by the Willow Creek Community Services District. The business will operate on an approximately
17-acre portion of the 41-acre parcel; no development is proposed on the portion of the property known as APN 522-491-
016. Subsequent Phases 2 and 3 are described as follows and will require separate land use permit approval. Phase 2:
the development of an approximate 17,500 SF cannabis manufacturing facility, rehabilitation of an existing 890 SF office
building to be used for transportation and distribution activities, development of eight 20,000 SF greenhouses (160,000
SF total), and the development of on-site ponds for water storage and pretreatment. The greenhouse development will
reduce the outdoor cultivation area under Phase I from 7 to 3 acres. Phase 3: the construction of a new building of up to 4
-stories in height and approximately 95,000 SF to be used for plant nursery and indoor cultivation. Once Phases 1, 2 and
3 are complete and operational, it is estimated that the facility will employ 75 people. Also a Special Permit for the
reduction of the 100-foot buffer to allow a 50-foot buffer for the delineated wetland. The applicant will protect this feature
by conserving the existing wetland vegetative buffer, installing fencing during the construction phase, and a wildlife
friendly split rail fence for the life of project.

Move to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, and to make all of the required findings for approval of the Conditional
Use Permit and Special Permit based on evidence in the staff report and any public testimony, and adopt the Resolution
approving the proposed Emerald Family, LLC project subject to the recommended conditions.
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