COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

Legislation Text

File #: 20-644, Version: 1

To: Board of Supervisors
From: Planning and Building Department

Agenda Section:  Public Hearing

SUBJECT:
Community Development Block Grant Final Report - 16-CDBG-11150, Micro Enterprise Technical
Assistance

RECOMMENDATION(S):
That the Board of Supervisors:
1. Open the public hearing and receive the staff report and public testimony;

2. Close the public hearing; and

3. Direct staff to submit final report to the State of California Community Development Block
Grant program staff.

SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG).

DISCUSSION:

The county received a CDBG grant in 2016 for a microenterprise technical assistance program. The
grant closed Dec. 31, 2019 and the county must now submit a final report after conducting a final
public hearing. After conducting the hearing staff will submit the final report. The purpose of this
public hearing is for accountability so the Board and public know how the money was used.

The grant money was allocated to the Humboldt State University Sponsored Programs Foundation’s
North Coast Small Business Resource Center, Inc., a nonprofit corporation, also known as the North
Coast Small Business Development Center (NCSBDC). NCSBDC has been operating the county’s on-
going microenterprise technical assistance program since 2002.

The grant funds became available in November 2017 and continued until December 2019. The
program allocated $252,975 and helped 86 existing businesses, with 32 of those expanding, and also
assisted 32 new businesses. The grant award was for $300,000, the balance of the grant will be
disencumbered for reallocation by the state.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:
All costs for administering and operating the program are covered by the CDBG grant. The costs are
included in Long Range Planning unit, 1100-282.

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK:
This action supports your Board’s Strategic Framework by supporting business, workforce
development and creation of private-sector jobs.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
State of California Housing & Community Development and Humboldt State University Sponsored
Programs Foundation’s North Coast Small Business Resource Center

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Board discretion

ATTACHMENTS:
1. N/A

PREVIOUS ACTION/REFERRAL.:
Board Order No.: L-2

Meeting of: July 19, 2016

File No.: 16-3858
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