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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

 

Hearing Date 

November 4, 2021 

Subject   

Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit 

Contact 

Megan Marruffo  

 

Project Description: A Conditional Use Permit for an existing 14,180 square foot (SF) outdoor cannabis 

cultivation including 660 SF of ancillary propagation. Irrigation water is sourced from a stream diversion 

and a rainwater catchment pond on the subject parcel. Processing, including drying, curing, and 

packing, occurs onsite within an existing 1,000 SF agricultural barn. A maximum of ten (10) employees 

may be utilized during peak operations. Power is provided by solar, with two (2) generators utilized for 

drying, curing, and supplemental domestic uses. There are long-term plans to incorporate additional 

solar power or connect to Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) in the future. The applicant also 

seeks a Special Permit for development within the Streamside Management Area for the use and 

maintenance of the point of diversion. 

 

Project Location: The project is located in the Titlow Hill area, on the south side of State Highway 299, 

approximately 3.38 miles east from the intersection of State Highway 299 and Lower Sabertooth Road, 

on the property known to be in Section 24 of Township 06 North, Range 03 East, Humboldt Base & 

Meridian. 

 

Present Plan Land Use Designations: Agriculture Grazing (AG) Density: 20 to 160 acres per dwelling unit, 

Slope Stability: High instability (3). 

 

Present Zoning: Unclassified (U) 

 

Record Number: PLN-12310-CUP 

 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 316-174-010 

 

Applicant 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC  

C/O Jason Kidd 

2100 Golf Course Road 

Bayside, CA 95524 

Owner 

Jason and Angela Kidd 

2100 Golf Course Road 

Bayside, CA 95524 

Agent 

AgDynamix 

C/O Teisha Mechetti 

732 5th Street, Suite 1 

Eureka, CA 95501 

  

 

Environmental Review: An Addendum to a previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration has 

been prepared for consideration per §15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  

 

State Appeal Status: Project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal Commission. 

 

Major Issues: Access.  
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Redwood Valley Farms, LLC 

Record Number: PLN-12310-CUP 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 316-174-010 

 

Recommended Planning Commission Action: 

1. Describe the application as part a public hearing; 

2. Request that staff present the project; 

3.  Open the public hearing and receive testimony; and  

4.  Close the hearing and take the following action to approve the application: 

  

Adopt the Resolution to 1) find that the Commission has considered the Addendum to the adopted 

Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) 

pursuant to Section §15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, 2) make all of the required findings for 

approval of the Conditional Use Permit and 3) approve the Redwood Valley Farms, LLC, project as 

recommended by staff subject to the recommended conditions. 

 

Executive Summary: Redwood Valley Farms, LLC, seeks a Conditional Use Permit to allow the continued 

cultivation of 14,810 square feet (SF) of outdoor cannabis in accordance with Humboldt County Code 

Section 314-55.4 of Chapter 4 of Division I of Title III, Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance 

(CMMLUO). The applicant also seeks a Special Permit for development within the Streamside 

Management Area for the use the point of diversion (see Water Resources discussion below for 

additional information). The site is designated as Agriculture Grazing (AG) in the Humboldt County 2017 

General Plan Update and zoned Unclassified (U). Currently, there is 4,992 SF of outdoor cultivation that 

is cultivated using light deprivation techniques within three (3) greenhouses and 4,492 SF of existing full-

sun outdoor cultivation grown in long bed, raised boxes, trenches, and smart pots (9,484 SF total); 

however, the applicant would like to reserve the additional cultivation amount (up to 14,810 SF total) 

verified by the cultivation area verification performed by the County for future use. Currently, cultivation 

takes place in four (4) separate areas within the northern portion of the parcel. Per the applicant, the 

additional cultivation (up to the total 14,810 SF requested and verified by the County) would be added 

at a future date to the north of the cabin, within the Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption area. 

Ancillary propagation occurs to the east of the cultivation areas within a 360 SF mixed light area and a 

300 SF outdoor area (660 SF total). One harvest is anticipated annually in the full-sun outdoor area and 

up to two harvests for the light deprivation greenhouses for a growing season that extends from April 

through October.  

 

Processing, including drying, curing, and packing, occurs onsite within an existing 1,000 SF agricultural 

barn, which also provides temporary labor housing. An additional 800 SF barn Is proposed to the 

northeast of the cultivation areas to support drying activities. Up to ten (10) employees may be utilized 

during peak operations. Power is provided by solar, with two (2) generators utilized for minor activities 

related to the cultivation activities and supplemental domestic uses. The operation is secured behind a 

gated access, video surveillance and security lighting, are utilized, and product processing and storage 

areas are locked.  

 

Timber Conversion 

A Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption was issued by the California Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) in February 2016 for 2.5 acres of timberland conversion (Attachment 3). As such 

timber conversion onsite was performed under the Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption and, per 

review of aerial imagery dating back to 2004, no additional timber conversion appears to have occurred 

on the subject property. However, per review of the Site Plan and the Humboldt County Web GIS, a small 

section of the eastern conversion area, within the southernmost portion of the conversion area, occurred 

within the Streamside Management Area of an onsite stream (Windy Creek). As a result, the project is 

conditioned to retain a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) to evaluate the portion of the conversion 

area that occurred within the Streamside Management Area and prepare a Restocking Plan monitoring 

plan for three (3) years which includes performance evaluations, performance standards, and 

contingency measures should performance standards not be met.  
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Water Resource 

Estimated annual water usage is 217,900 gallons (13.01 gal/SF) with peak demand occurring in 

September at approximately 38,350 gallons. Water for irrigation is provided by a water diversion on a 

Class II tributary stream to Windy Creek and a 390,000-gallon rainwater catchment pond on the subject 

parcel. The applicant also seeks a Special Permit for development within the Streamside Management 

Area for the use and maintenance of the point of diversion. Per the applicant, the rain catchment pond 

supplies the water needs for the entire season; however, they intend to pursue a Small Irrigation Use 

Registration (SIUR) to supplement filling the pond in case of future droughts. 

 

Per the applicant’s Initial Statement of Water Diversion and Use (S025320; Attachment 3), filed with the 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), approximately 170,040 gallons of water was directly 

diverted in 2015 and is utilized for both irrigation (0.13 acres) and domestic uses (2 persons). A Final 

Streambed Alteration Agreement (FSAA) was issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW; Notification No. 1600-2015-0543-R1) in May 2016 (Attachment 3) for the existing stream diversion, 

including use and maintenance of the water diversion infrastructure, in addition to the off-stream pond, 

to provide water storage for irrigation use. Per the FSAA, the applicant is required to forebear from May 

15 to October 15 annually; however, the applicant is permitted to divert up to 150 gallons per day during 

this period for domestic use only. Sufficient water storage is available on the subject site to serve the 

project during the forbearance period. Conditions of approval require the applicant to obtain a Right 

to Divert and Use Water from the SWRCB for use of the stream diversion and monitor water use from the 

stream diversion and rainwater catchment pond annually to demonstrate there is sufficient water 

available to meet operational needs. Additionally, the project is conditioned to implement all terms and 

conditions of the FSAA. By adhering to the terms and conditions of the FSAA, which limits the diversion 

amount and duration in addition to the specifying the use of intake structures that will not impact 

aquatic species, Planning staff determined that impacts to the watershed are minimized allowing the 

use of point diversion pursuant to a Special Permit. 

 

A Water Resources Protection Plan (WRPP) was prepared by Timber Resource Consultants in August 2016 

(Attachment 3) for the subject site, pursuant to North Coast Regional Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) 

Order No. R1-2015-0023. The WRPP identified seven (7) places onsite requiring corrective actions, 

including: seeding all open space and rock armor spillway at Erosion Control Point (ECP) #1 and ECP #2, 

upgrading Stream Crossing (SC) #1 to a minimum 18-inch-diameter culvert; restore riparian vegetation 

in areas of riparian buffer encroachment; install well or enough storage for 150-day forbearance period; 

install secondary containment at fuel storage; and install a septic system compliant with applicable 

County health standards. The project is conditioned to implement all remaining corrective actions 

detailed in the WRPP.  

 

In addition, in comparing the “WRPP Site Map” contained in the WRPP with the Site Plan provided by the 

applicant, it appears that two former cultivation areas (labeled as “CS #2” and “CS #3” on the WRPP 

Site Map) have been decommissioned and removed. Per the WRPP, the area identified as CS #2, noted 

to contain 7,600 SF of outdoor cultivation, was described to be encroaching on a Class II riparian buffer 

and was planned for immediate abandonment by the applicant. The project is conditioned to provide, 

within 90 days, an updated site plan depicting all onsite structures and decommissioned cultivations 

areas, as well as a Remediation Plan detailing any remediation efforts that have occurred and/or are 

proposed for the decommissioned areas. Conditions of approval also require the applicant to comply 

with the State Water Resources Control Board Cannabis Cultivation Policy, which includes development 

of a Site Management Plan. 

 

Biological Resources 

Per review of CDFW’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) in July 2021, there are no mapped 

sensitive species onsite and the nearest NSO activity center is located approximately 0.83 miles from the 

nearest cultivation area, with the nearest NSO sighting located approximately 0.31 miles away. Per the 

Cultivation and Operations Plan, “the project is supported by solar power and generator power [from] 

two (2) Honda EU7000is for supplemental domestic uses and minor activities related to the cultivation 
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activities.” The project is conditioned to ensure the combination of background, generator and 

greenhouse fan, or other operational equipment created noise, meets the noise level threshold of a 

maximum of 50 decibels at the property line. Conformance will be evaluated using current auditory 

disturbance guidance prepared by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Additional 

conditions of approval require the applicant to refrain from using synthetic netting, ensure refuse is 

contained in wildlife proof storage, refrain from using anticoagulant rodenticides, and prepare and 

adhere to a bullfrog management plan to further protect wildlife. Further, due to the on-site pond, the 

applicant is required to prepare and implement a Bullfrog Management Plan. As proposed and 

conditioned, the project is consistent with CMMLUO performance standards and CDFW guidance and 

will not negatively impact NSO or other sensitive species. 

 

As shown on the Site Plan, an unnamed Class III stream traverses the northern portion of the subject 

property and Windy Creek traverses the central portion of the site, south of the existing cultivation areas; 

Humboldt County WebGIS only depicts Windy Creek on the subject site. The Site Plan also includes the 

respective 50- and 100-foot Streamside Management Area (SMA) buffers. As described above, the Site 

Plan shows that a small section of the eastern conversion area, within the southernmost portion of the 

conversion area, occurred within the 100-foot Streamside Management Area buffer of Windy Creek. The 

project is conditioned to retain a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) to evaluate and prepare a 

Restocking Plan for the portion of the conversion area that occurred within the Streamside Management 

Area, in addition to a monitoring plan for three (3) years which includes performance evaluations, 

performance standards, and contingency measures should performance standards not be met. 

Additionally, as discussed above under the “Water Resources” section, two cultivation areas (labeled as 

“CS #2” and “CS #3” on the WRPP Site Map) have been decommissioned and removed. Per the WRPP, 

the area identified as CS #2 was encroaching on a Class II riparian buffer and was planned for 

immediate abandonment by the applicant. The project is conditioned to provide, within 90 days, an 

updated site plan depicting all onsite structures and decommissioned cultivations areas, as well as a 

Remediation Plan detailing any remediation efforts that have occurred and/or are proposed for the 

decommissioned areas. 

 

Access 

Access to the site is via an access road from Lower Sabertooth Road (a private road) from State Highway 

299. Highway 299 is maintained by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). Lower 

Sabertooth Road is a fairly narrow and steep roadway.  A Road Evaluation Report for a 3.3-mile segment 

of Labor Sabertooth Road (labeled as “Saber Tooth Road” on the Road Evaluation Report) from Highway 

299 to the subject property was prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting in January 2018 

(Attachment 3), which indicates that the roadway is not developed to the equivalent of a road 

Category 4 standard or better. However, per Part B of the Road Evaluation Report, the road is considered 

very low volume and can accommodate the cumulative increased traffic from this project and all 

known cannabis projects, if the recommendations in the Roadway Evaluation Report are implemented. 

The submitted road evaluation included sufficient photographic evidence to verify the roadway 

condition as described, including roadway width and line of sight.  

 

A written Roadway Evaluation Report, included with the Road Evaluation Report form, was also 

prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting (not dated) and further evaluates the current condition of 

Lower Sabertooth Road. It is noted in the Report that there are multiple commercial marijuana cultivation 

facilities on other parcels served by the roadway. Per the Report, the access road is relatively consistent 

at 10 feet with 1- to 2-foot shoulders on each side of the road, which does not provide sufficient space 

for two vehicles to pass. The steepest portion of the access road has a grade of approximately 20%. 

There are pullouts along the access road; however, they are not at all curves. Lower Sabertooth Road 

has a width of 10 to 12 feet with 1- to 2-foot shoulders, and grades are under 15%. Although the road 

segments do not meet a Category 4 standard, the engineer does not recommend the “roadway be 

brought up to a Category 4 roadway due to the negative environmental impacts of construction.” The 

engineer does, however, recommend improvements to the roadway, including constructing pullouts at 

curve locations where no pullouts currently existing, replacing existing culverts that are undersized, 

replace or improve the two bridge crossings, construct culverts and water bars, grade and resurface the 
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roadway with 2 inches of gravel to help stabilize the roadway, clear garbage, debris, and soil pile on 

Lower Sabertooth Road, install signage, and develop a Traffic Management Plan. In addition, the Report 

recommends formation of a Road Maintenance Association to provide regular maintenance to the 

roadways evaluated in the Report. Per comments received from the Department of Public Works, Land 

Use Division in October 2018, the Department recommends all the recommendations contained in the 

Report be constructed and/or implemented as conditions of approval. The project engineer, DTN 

Engineering has stated that they believe the roadway can safely accommodate the traffic associated 

with the proposed project (see Attachment 3) and as a result County staff is recommending approval 

subject to conditions of approval. The project is conditioned to construct and/or implement the 

recommendations contained in the Report.  

 

Due to the number of cultivation projects along Lower Sabertooth Road and recommendations in the 

Road Evaluation Report, both approved and pending, conditions of approval require the applicant to 

take steps to form a Road Maintenance Association for the maintenance of Lower Sabertooth Road. 

The necessary steps include sending notices to all road users of the requirement to form a Road 

Maintenance Association and conducting a meeting with the users of the road, especially those 

engaged in commercial cannabis activities to discuss formation of the Road Maintenance Association. 

The applicant shall provide evidence, including notice, meeting minutes, and the decision as to whether 

a Road Maintenance Association is being formed to show this effort. In the event the applicant is unable 

to coordinate formation a Road Maintenance Association, the applicant shall pay fair-share cost for 

maintenance of the road to any road user engaged in maintaining the road. With the formation of the 

Road Maintenance Association and recommended improvements, the roadway will be improved over 

the existing baseline condition. 

 

Environmental review for this project was conducted and based on the results of that analysis, staff finds 

that all aspects of the project have been considered in a previously adopted Mitigated Negative 

Declaration that was adopted for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance and has 

prepared an addendum to this document for consideration by the Planning Commission (See 

Attachment 2 for more information). 

 

Based on a review of Planning Division reference sources and comments from all involved referral 

agencies, Planning staff believes that the applicant has submitted evidence in support of making all of 

the required findings for approval of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Special Permit (SP). 

 

ALTERNATIVES: The Planning Commission could elect not to approve the project, or to require the 

applicant to submit further evidence, or modify the project. If modifications may cause potentially 

significant impacts, additional CEQA analysis and findings may be required. These alternatives could be 

implemented if the Commission is unable to make all of the required findings. Planning staff has stated 

that the required findings in support of the proposal have been made. Consequently, Planning staff does 

not recommend further consideration of any alternative.  

 

The Planning Commission could also decide the project may have environmental impacts that would 

require further environmental review pursuant to CEQA. Staff did not identify any potential impacts. As 

the lead agency, the Department has determined that the project is consistent with the MND for the 

CMMLUO as stated above. However, the Commission may reach a different conclusion. In that case, 

the Commission should continue the item to a future date at least two months later to give staff the time 

to complete further environmental review. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

 

Resolution Number: 21-  

Record Number: PLN-12310-CUP 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 316-174-010 

 

Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act and conditionally approves the Redwood Valley Farms, LLC, Conditional Use 

Permit and Special Permit request.  

 

WHEREAS, Redwood Valley Farms, LLC, submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a 

Conditional Use Permit for the continued operation of an existing 14,810 square foot (SF) outdoor cannabis 

cultivation, with appurtenant propagation and processing activities. Annual water use is 217,900 gallons 

and there will be a total of 422,500 gallons of water storage on-site. A Special Permit is also being 

requested for the use and maintenance of a point of diversion; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division, the lead agency, prepared an Addendum to the Final Mitigated 

Negative Declaration (MND) prepared for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance 

(CMMLUO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors on January 26, 2016. The proposed 

project does not present substantial changes that would require major revisions to the previous Mitigated 

Negative Declaration. No new information of substantial importance that was not known and could not 

be known at the time was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA Guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly-noticed public hearing on November 

4, 2021, and reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for a Conditional Use Permit and 

Special Permit, and reviewed and considered all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. 

 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1.  FINDING:  Project Description: The application is a Conditional Use Permit to allow an 

existing 14,810 square foot (SF) outdoor cannabis cultivation, with 

appurtenant propagation and processing activities. Power is provided by 

solar, with two (2) generators utilized for drying, curing, and supplemental 

domestic uses. There are long-term plans to incorporate additional solar 

power or connect to Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) in the future. 

Water for irrigation is provided by a stream diversion and a rainwater 

catchment pond. Annual water use is 217,900 gallons and there will be 

422,500 gallons of water storage on-site. A Special Permit is also being 

requested for the use and maintenance of a point of diversion,  

 

 EVIDENCE: a)  Project File:  PLN-12310-CUP 

2.  FINDING:  CEQA.  The requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act have 

been complied with.  The Humboldt County Planning Commission has 

considered the Addendum to and the Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(MND) prepared for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use 

Ordinance (CMMLUO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors on January 26, 2016. 

  

 EVIDENCE: a)  Addendum prepared for the proposed project. 

  b)  The proposed project does not present substantial changes that would 

require major revisions to the previous MND. No new information of 
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substantial importance that was not known and could not be known at the 

time was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA Guidelines. 

  c)  A Water Resources Protection Plan (WRPP) and Notice of Applicability was 

prepared by the applicant to show compliance with the Regional Water 

Board and State Water Board Cannabis General Order for Waste Discharge. 

The project is conditioned to prepare and submit a Site Management Plan 

(SMP).  

  d)  California Department of Fish and Wildlife Resource Maps indicate no 

Special Status species are known to occur within the project area. A review 

of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) Spotted Owl 

Observation Database in July 2021 showed that Northern Spotted Owl 

habitat exists in the vicinity and the nearest positive sighting is 0.31 miles from 

the project area, with the nearest activity center located approximately 0.83 

miles from the project area. Conditions of approval will require noise to be at 

below 50 decibels at 100 feet which is below the guidance established by 

the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for protection of the species. 

  e)  No net loss of timberland after the environmental baseline of December 31, 

2015, would occur under the project. A Less Than Three Acre Conversion 

Exemption was issued by the California Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (CAL FIRE) in February 2016 for 2.5 acres of timberland conversion. 

As such timber conversion onsite was performed under the Less Than Three 

Acre Conversion Exemption and, per review of aerial imagery dating back 

to 2004, no additional timber conversion appears to have occurred on the 

subject property. However, a small section of the eastern conversion area, 

within the southernmost portion of the conversion area, occurred within the 

Streamside Management Area (SMA) of an onsite stream (Windy Creek). As 

a result, in order to mitigate for impacts to the SMA, the project is conditioned 

to retain a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) to evaluate the portion of 

the conversion area that occurred within the SMA and prepare a Restocking 

Plan monitoring plan for three (3) years which includes performance 

evaluations, performance standards, and contingency measures should 

performance standards not be met.  

  f)  The Cultural Resources referral process carried out by staff concluded that 

the proposed project will not result in any adverse changes to historical or 

archaeological resources and recommended Inadvertent Discoveries 

Protocol. 

  g)  A Road Evaluation Report for a 3.3-mile segment of Lower Sabertooth Road 

(labeled as “Saber Tooth Road” in the Road Evaluation Report) from 

Highway 299 to the subject property was prepared by DTN Engineering and 

Consulting in January 2018, which indicates that the roadway is not 

developed to the equivalent of a road Category 4 standard or better. 

However, per Part B of the Road Evaluation Report, the road is considered 

very low volume and can accommodate the cumulative increased traffic 

from this project and all known cannabis projects, if the recommendations in 

the Roadway Evaluation Report are implemented, which is included as a 

condition of approval. In addition, due to the number of cultivation projects 

along Lower Sabertooth Road, both approved and pending, conditions of 

approval require the applicant to take steps to form a Road Maintenance 

Association for the maintenance of Lower Sabertooth Road. As conditioned, 

the access roads are suitable for safe access to a from the project site. 

PLN-12310-CUP Redwood Valley Farms                     November 4, 2021 Page 8



 

 

   FINDINGS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND SPECIAL PERMIT 

3.  FINDING  The proposed development is in conformance with the County General Plan, 

Open Space Plan, and the Open Space Action Program.  

 

 

EVIDENCE 

 

a)  General agriculture is a use type permitted in the Agricultural Grazing (GA) 

land use designation. The proposed cannabis cultivation, an agricultural 

product, is within land planned and zoned for agricultural purposes, 

consistent with the use of Open Space land for managed production of 

resources. The use of an agricultural parcel for commercial agriculture is 

consistent with the Open Space Plan and Open Space Action Program. 

Therefore, the project is consistent with and complimentary to the Open 

Space Plan and its Open Space Action Program. 

4.  FINDING  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the existing U 

zone in which the site is located.  

 EVIDENCE a)  The Unclassified or U Zone is intended to be applied to areas of the County 

in which general agriculture residential uses are the desirable predominant 

uses. 

  b)  All general agricultural uses are principally permitted in the U zone.   

  c)  Humboldt County Code section 314-55.4.8.2.2 allows cultivation of up to 

43,560 square feet of existing outdoor cannabis and up to 22,000 square feet 

of existing mixed-light cannabis on a parcel over 1 acre subject to approval 

of a Conditional Use Permit and a determination that the cultivation was in 

existence prior to January 1, 2016. The application for 14,810 square feet of 

outdoor cultivation on a 40-acre parcel is consistent with this and with the 

cultivation area verification prepared by the County.   

  d)  Conditions of approval require the applicant to adhere to and implement 

the projects and recommendations contained in the Final SAA and provide 

evidence to the Planning Department that the projects included in the Final 

SAA are completed to the satisfaction of CDFW. By adhering to the terms 

and conditions of the FSAA, which limits the diversion amount and duration 

in addition to the specifying the use of intake structures that will not impact 

aquatic species, impacts to the SMA are minimized. 

5.  FINDING  The proposed development is consistent with the requirements of the 

CMMLUO Provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The CMMLUO allows existing cannabis cultivation to be permitted in areas 

zoned U (HCC 314-55.4.8.2.2). 

  b)  The parcel was created in compliance with all applicable state and local 

subdivision regulations, as it was created in its current configuration by patent 

(Patent No. 867174) dated June 10, 1922, before the establishment of county 

and state subdivision regulations that would have applied to the creation of 

the parcel. 

  c)  Water for irrigation is provided by a water diversion on a Class II tributary 

stream to Windy Creek and a 390,000-gallon rainwater catchment pond on 

the subject parcel. Conditions of approval require the applicant to adhere 

to all terms and conditions of the CDFW FSAA and monitor water use from 

the stream diversion, storage tanks, and rainwater catchment pond annually 

to demonstrate there is sufficient water available to continue to meet 

operational needs. 
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  d)  A Road Evaluation Report for a 3.3-mile segment of Lower Sabertooth Road 

(labeled as “Saber Tooth Road” in the Road Evaluation Report) from 

Highway 299 to the subject property was prepared by DTN Engineering and 

Consulting in January 2018, which indicates that the roadway is not 

developed to the equivalent of a road Category 4 standard or better. 

However, per Part B of the Road Evaluation Report, the road is considered 

very low volume and can accommodate the cumulative increased traffic 

from this project and all known cannabis projects, if the recommendations in 

the Roadway Evaluation Report are implemented, which is included as a 

condition of approval. In addition, due to the number of cultivation projects 

along Lower Sabertooth Road, both approved and pending, conditions of 

approval require the applicant to take steps to form a Road Maintenance 

Association for the maintenance of Lower Sabertooth Road. As conditioned, 

the access roads will be functionally appropriate for the expected traffic. 

  e)  A review of Humboldt County WebGIS shows the slopes on the subject parcel 

range from less than 15% to 50%, with the existing cultivation areas mapped 

as having naturally occurring slopes of 15% - 30%. According to the Water 

Resources Protection Plan (WRPP) prepared by Timberland Resource 

Consultants dated August 21, 2016, the cultivation sites were located on 

slopes of less than 30%. The applicant relocated two smaller cultivation sites 

that were located on slopes ranging from 20% - 30% to a centralized location 

where slopes are 15% or less as described in the WRPP. 

  f)  The cultivation of cannabis will not result in the net conversion of timberland. 

A Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption was issued by the California 

Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) in February 2016 for 2.5 

acres of timberland conversion. As such timber conversion onsite was 

performed under the Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption and, per 

review of aerial imagery dating back to 2004, no additional timber 

conversion appears to have occurred on the subject property. However, a 

small section of the eastern conversion area, within the southernmost portion 

of the conversion area, occurred within the Streamside Management Area 

(SMA) of an onsite stream (Windy Creek). As a result, in order to mitigate for 

impacts to the SMA, the project is conditioned to retain a Registered 

Professional Forester (RPF) to evaluate the portion of the conversion area that 

occurred within the SMA and prepare a Restocking Plan monitoring plan for 

three (3) years which includes performance evaluations, performance 

standards, and contingency measures should performance standards not 

be met. 

  g)  The location of the cultivation complies with all setbacks required in Section 

314-55.4.11.d.  It is more than 30 from any property line, more than 300 feet 

from any off-site residence, more than 600 feet from any school, church, 

public park or Tribal Cultural Resource. 

6.  FINDING  The cultivation of 14,810 square feet of cannabis cultivation and the 

conditions under which it may be operated or maintained will not be 

detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare or materially injurious to 

properties or improvements in the vicinity. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The site is located on road that has been certified to safely accommodate 

the amount of traffic generated by the proposed cannabis cultivation.  

  b)  The site is in a rural part of the County where the typical parcel size is over 40 

acres and many of the land holdings are very large. The proposed cannabis 
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will not be in a location where there is an established neighborhood or other 

sensitive receptor such as a school, church, park or other use which may be 

sensitive to cannabis cultivation. Approving cultivation on this site and the 

other sites which have been approved or are in the application process will 

not change the character of the area due to the large parcel sized in the 

area. 

  c)  The location of the proposed cannabis cultivation is more than 300 feet from 

the nearest off-site residence. 

  d)  Irrigation water will come from a stream diversion that has been registered 

with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and a rainwater catchment pond. 

As a condition of approval, the applicant shall obtain a Right to Divert and 

Use Water from the SWRCB. 

  e)  Provisions have been made in the applicant’s proposal to protect water 

quality and thus runoff to adjacent property and infiltration of water to 

groundwater resources will not be affected.   

  f)  In order to mitigate for impacts to the SMA, the project is conditioned to retain 

a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) to evaluate the portion of the 

conversion area that occurred within the SMA and prepare a Restocking Plan 

monitoring plan for three (3) years which includes performance evaluations, 

performance standards, and contingency measures should performance 

standards not be met. 

7.  FINDING 

 

 The proposed development does not reduce the residential density for any 

parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and Community 

Development in determining compliance with housing element law. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The parcel was not included in the housing inventory of Humboldt County’s 

2019 Housing Element but is currently developed with an existing residence. 

The approval of cannabis cultivation on this parcel will not conflict with the 

ability for the existing residence to continue to be utilized on this parcel.  

8.  FINDING 

 
 

FINDING FINDING 

 
 

  Approval of the project is consistent with Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors Resolution No. 18-43 which established a limit on the number of 

permits and acres which may be approved in each of the County’s 

Planning Watersheds.  

 

 EVIDENCE   The project site is located in the Redwood Creek Planning Watershed, which 

under Resolution 18-43 is limited to 141 permits and 49 acres. Approval of this 

application would result in 11 approved permits for a total of 3.16 acres. 
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DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission does hereby: 

 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 

• Conditionally approves the Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit for Redwood 

Valley Farms, LLC, based upon the Findings and Evidence and subject to the conditions 

of approval attached hereto as Attachment 1 and incorporated herein by reference; 

and 

 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on November 4, 2021. 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER __________________and second by COMMISSIONER 

______________ and the following ROLL CALL vote: 

 

AYES: COMMISSIONERS:  

NOES: COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS: 

DECISION:   

  

I, John Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said 

Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      

 

 

 

 

  ______________________________   

  John Ford, Director 

  Planning and Building Department  
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND 

REQUIREMENTS WHICH MUST BE SATISFIED BEFORE THE PROVISIONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION PERMIT CAN 

BE FINALIZED. 

 

A.  General Conditions 

 

1. The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary County and State permits and licenses, and 

for meeting all requirements set forth by other regulatory agencies. 

 

2. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth in the 

schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors.  The Planning and Building Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the 

decision. Any and all outstanding planning fees to cover the processing of the application to 

decision by the Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" 

Street, Eureka. 

 
3. The applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project conformance 

with conditions.  A deposit is collected to cover this staff review.  Permit conformance with conditions 

must be demonstrated prior to release of building permit or initiation of use and at time of annual 

inspection. A conformance review deposit as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges as 

adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently $750) shall be paid 

within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the permit or upon filing of the Compliance Agreement 

(where applicable), whichever occurs first. Payment shall be made to the Humboldt County Planning 

Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka. 

 
4. A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this project in 

accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date of permit 

approval the Department will file the NOD and will charge this cost to the project. 

 

5. Within 90 days of the effective date of permit approval or issuance of a building permit, whichever 

comes first, the applicant shall submit a revised plot plan showing the following, in addition to what 

is shown: 

a. All structures currently located onsite, including but not limited to the existing residence. 

b. Exact use and dimensions of each structure onsite. 

c. Any grading that has occurred. 

d. Location, storage capacity, and use of all hard storage tanks to replace the existing 20,000-

gallon water storage bladder. The tanks shall be placed on a previously disturbed area, 

outside of existing Streamside Management Areas per the Humboldt County Code (314-61) 

Streamside Management Areas and Wetlands Ordinance.  

e. Location, type, size, dimensions, and setback distances from property lines of the additional 

cultivation to be added, up to the amount verified by the County (14,810 SF total). The 

cultivation area shall be located on a previously disturbed area, outside of existing 

Streamside Management Areas. 

f. All decommissioned cultivations areas. 

 

6. Within 90 days of the effective date of permit approval or issuance of a building permit, whichever 

comes first, the applicant shall submit a Remediation Plan detailing any remediation efforts that have 

occurred and/or are proposed for the decommissioned areas. Any proposed remediation efforts 

shall occur within a period of 6 months from project approval. A sign-off from the Planning 

Department will satisfy this condition. 
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7. Within 60 days of the effective date of permit approval, the applicant shall execute a Compliance 

Agreement with the Humboldt County Planning and Building Department detailing all necessary 

permits and infrastructure improvements described under Conditions of Approval #8 through #20. 

The agreement shall provide a timeline for completing all outstanding items. All activities detailed 

under the agreement must be completed to the satisfaction of the Planning and Building 

Department before the permit may be finalized and no longer considered provisional. 

 

8. The applicant shall secure building permits for all structures related to the cannabis cultivation and 

other commercial cannabis activity, including but not limited to, existing and proposed greenhouses, 

water tanks over 5,000 gallons, existing and proposed structures associated with drying and storage, 

or any activity with a nexus to cannabis, and any noise containment structures as necessary. The 

plans submitted for building permit approval shall be consistent with the project description and the 

approved project site plan. A letter or similar communication from the Building Division verifying that 

all structures related to the cannabis cultivation are permitted will satisfy this condition. 

 

9. The applicant shall retain a Registered Professional Forester (RPF) to evaluate the portion of the 

conversion area that occurred within the Streamside Management Area and prepare a Restocking 

Plan monitoring plan for three (3) years which includes performance evaluations, performance 

standards, and contingency measures should performance standards not be met. A monitoring 

report prepared by a licensed professional forester shall be submitted annually to the Planning and 

Building Department until the restocking is complete as indicated by the monitoring report. A sign-

off from the Planning Department will satisfy this condition. 
 

10. Due to the onsite pond, the applicant shall coordinate with CDFW to determine if a bullfrog 

management plan is required for management of bullfrogs for the off-stream pond and if not already 

in place, the applicant shall install an overflow spillway to the off-stream pond that will withstand a 

100-year flood event and exit ramps to the off-stream pond to prevent wildlife entrapment. Exit ramps 

shall be installed no grater that 2:1 slope, secured at the upslope end, and made of solid material 

(e.g., wood). The overfill spillway shall be designed with a dispersal mechanism, or low-impact 

design, that discourages channelization and promotes dispersal and infiltration of flows to prevent 

surface overflow from reaching waters of the State. As applicable, the applicant shall obtain an 

addendum to the Final Streambed Alteration Agreement from CDFW for these items or obtain an 

additional Final Streambed Alteration Agreement from CDFW, whichever is required. Reporting 

requirements shall be submitted to the Planning Department and the California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501, no later than December 31 of each year. The 

applicant shall adhere to the Final Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and comply with all applicable terms. Alternatively, a letter 

or similar communication from CDFW stating an addendum or second agreement is not required 

shall satisfy this condition. 

 
11. The applicant shall ensure the off-stream pond holds no more than the necessary volume of water 

needed for the project, with consideration to evaporative loss. The volume of water contained within 

the pond should be based on the square footage and method of cultivation in use prior to January 

1, 2016. 

 
12. The applicant shall construct and/or implement the recommendations contained in the Roadway 

Evaluation Report, prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting, dated January 2017, including the 

following: 

a. Construct pullouts at curve locations where no pullout currently exists 

b. Perform engineering and evaluate existing culvert sizes and replace those culverts that are 

undersized 

c. Perform engineering and appropriate permitting (if not yet already completed) for the two 

bridge crossings in Streamside Management Areas. Replace or improve as necessary. 

d. Construct culverts at appropriate locations identified with drainage issues. 
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e. Construct water bars on the portions of roadway where grade is steeper than 15%.  

f. Grade the roadways with appropriate cross slopes to provide proper drainage. 

g. Resurface the roadway with 2 inches of gravel to help stabilize the roadway. 

h. Clear garbage, debris, and grow soil pile on Saber Tooth Road. 

i. Sign the roadway at approaches that intersect the roadways according to County 

standards. 

j. A Traffic Management Plan between the applicant, owners, and operators of the residences 

and cultivation operations along both the access road and Saber Tooth Road shall be 

developed. 

 

The applicant shall submit evidence (e.g., a letter from a qualified professional and photographs) 

that the recommendations were completed as described by the Road Evaluation Report. 

Alternatively, the applicant may request a site inspection from the Planning and Building Department 

to review the recommended improvements. A sign-off from the Planning Department will satisfy the 

condition. 

 

13. The applicant shall implement any corrective actions included in the Water Resource Protection Plan 

(WRPP), prepared by Timber Resource Consultants in August 2016, including the following: 

a. Seeding all open space per attached specifications at Erosion Control Point (SCP) #1 

b. Rock armor spillway at ECP #2 

c. Upgrade Stream Crossing (SC) #1 to a minimum 18-inch-diameter culvert 

d. Restore riparian vegetation in areas of riparian buffer encroachment 

e. Install well or enough storage for 150-day forbearance period 

f. Install secondary containment at fuel storage 

g. Install a septic system compliant with applicable County health standards 

 
The applicant shall submit evidence (e.g., a letter from a qualified professional and photographs) 

that the corrective actions were completed as described by the WRPP. Alternatively, the applicant 

may request a site inspection from the Planning and Building Department to review the corrective 

actions. A sign-off from the Planning Department will satisfy the condition. 

 

14. Within 1 year from the effective date, the applicant shall take steps to form a Road Maintenance 

Association for the maintenance of Lower Sabertooth Road. The necessary steps include sending 

notices to all road users of the requirement to form a Road Maintenance Association and 

conducting a meeting with the users of the road, especially those engaged in commercial cannabis 

activities to discuss formation of the Road Maintenance Association. The applicant shall provide 

evidence, including notice, meeting minutes, and the decision as to whether a Road Maintenance 

Association is being formed to show this effort. In the event the applicant is unable to coordinate 

formation a Road Maintenance Association, the applicant shall pay fair-share cost for maintenance 

of the road to any road user engaged in maintaining the road. A sign-off from the Planning 

Department will satisfy this condition. 

 

15. The applicant to submit copies of all documents filed with the State Water Resources Control Board, 

including, but not limited to, a Notice of Availability and Site Management Plan. The applicant is 

required to adhere to and implement the requirements contained in the SWRCB’s Cannabis 

Cultivation Policy, the General Order, the Site Management Plan and the Notice of Applicability. A 

copy of the reporting form portion of the Mitigation and Reporting Program (MRP) shall be submitted 

annually to the Planning and Building Department concurrent with the submittal to the SWRCB.  

 

16. The applicant shall adhere to and implement the Final Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by 

CDFW in May 2016 (Notification No. 1600-2015-0543-R1). Reporting requirements shall be submitted 

to the Planning Department and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife at 619 Second Street, 

Eureka, CA 95501, no later than December 31 of each year. 

 

17. The applicant shall apply for and obtain a Right to Divert and Use Water from the State Water 
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Resources Control Board (SWRCB) for use of the existing point of diversion or provide evidence of an 

existing water right. The applicant shall adhere to and implement the requirements of the Right to 

Use and Divert Water for the life of the project and reporting to the SWRCB available during the 

annual inspection. A sign-off from the Planning Department will satisfy this condition. 

 

18. The applicant shall secure permits and install an on-site sewage disposal systems and restroom 

facilities prior to processing on-site. Portable toilet and handwashing facilities may not be utilized 

during the construction of these improvements. The applicant shall furnish receipts or other 

documentation to the DEH for the continual use of portable toilets for employees until a permanent 

septic system is installed to their satisfaction. A letter or similar communication from DEH verifying that 

all their requirements have been met will satisfy this condition. 

 

19. Per comments received from DEH, the existing pit privy must either be destroyed by permit or obtain 

DEH approval for continued use. A letter or similar communication from DEH verifying that all their 

requirements have been met will satisfy this condition. 

 

20. The applicant shall construct noise containment structures for all generators used on the parcel.  The 

applicant shall obtain all required building permits for such structures. The applicant shall maintain 

generator, fan, and dehumidifier noise at or below 50 decibels at the edge of the clearing or 100 

feet, whichever distance is closer. This will satisfy the auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFS), California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Department Policy Statement No. 

16-005 to minimize impacts to the Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. All generators must 

be located on stable surfaces with a minimum 200–foot buffer from Class I and Class II streams, per 

the requirements of CDFW. No generator use is authorized by this permit until the applicant can 

demonstrate to compliance with this standard. 

 

21. The applicant shall not use any erosion control measures that contain synthetic (e.g. plastic or nylon) 

monofilament netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic netting, on a regular and on-going 

basis. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other erosion control measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, 

such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) fiber, or other products without weaves. 

 

22. All refuse shall be contained in wildlife proof containers, at all times, and relocated to an authorized 

waste management facility, in compliance with State and local laws, on a regular and on-going 

basis. 

 

23. The applicant shall install and utilize a water meter to demonstrate that there is sufficient water supply 

to meet the demands of the project from the rainwater catchment pond and point of diversion. 

Each source shall be separately metered. The water use for cultivation is limited to the use of the 

water diversion, rainwater catchment pond, and amount of water available in storage tanks and 

shall be provided annually prior to or during the annual inspection. 

 

24. The applicant shall cause to be recorded an "ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO AVAILABLE EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE AND FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES" for the parcel(s) on a form provided by the Humboldt 

County Planning Division. Document review fees as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges as 

adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors will be required. 

 

25. The applicant shall be compliant with the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency 

(CUPA) requirements regarding hazardous materials. A written verification of compliance shall be 

required before any provisional permits may be finalized. Ongoing proof of compliance with this 

condition shall be required at each annual inspection in order to keep the permit valid. 

 

26. The applicant shall execute and file with the Planning Division the statement titled, “Notice and 

Acknowledgment regarding Agricultural Activities in Humboldt County,” (“Right to Farm” ordinance) 

as required by the HCC and available at the Planning Division. 
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B. Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions Which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the Project:  
 

27. The combination of background, generator and greenhouse fan or other operational equipment 

created noise must not result in the harassment of Northern Spotted Owl species as required to meet 

the performance standards for noise set by Department Policy Statement No. 16-005  clarifying 

CMMLUO Section 55.4.11 (o) requirements. The combined noise levels measured at 100 feet or the 

edge of habitat, whichever is closer, shall be at or below 50 decibels. Conformance will be 

evaluated using current auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the United State Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and further consultation where necessary. A building permit shall be obtained should 

any structures be necessary for noise attenuation.  

 
 

28. The applicant shall abide by recommendations of the Timber Conversion Report prepared by 

Timberland Resource Consultants (TRC) July 4, 2019, and received November 8, 2019 which include 

but are not limited to, floristic surveys to ensure no potentially special status plant species or 

communities are present should additional ground disturbance or habitat conversion be proposed 

in the future; ensuing supplemental lighting associated with mixed-light cultivation is fully contained 

with black out tarps and have all outside lighting on timers or motion sensors to reduce light exposure 

to wildlife and their potential habitat; and, avoid heavy equipment operations during NSO critical 

period (February 1 – July 31) or perform protocol level surveys prior to initiating that work. 

 

29. Should the Humboldt County Planning Division receive complaints that the lighting or noise is not 

complying with the standards listed above in items B.1. and B.2., within ten (10) working days of 

receiving written notification that a complaint has been filed, the applicant shall submit written 

verification that the lights’ shielding and alignment, and noise levels have been repaired, inspected, 

and corrected as necessary.  

 
30. Prohibition on use of synthetic netting. To minimize the risk of wildlife entrapment, Permittee shall not 

use any erosion control and/or cultivation materials that contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) 

netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other erosion 

control measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) fiber, or 

other products without welded weaves. 

 

31. All refuse shall be contained in wildlife proof storage containers, at all times, and disposed of at an 

authorized waste management facility. 

 

32. Should any wildlife be encountered during work activities, the wildlife shall not be disturbed and be 

allowed to leave the work site unharmed.  

 

33. The use of anticoagulant rodenticide is prohibited. 

 

34. The operator shall provide information to all employees about the potential health impacts of 

cannabis use on children.  Information shall be provided by posting the brochures from the 

Department of Health and Human Services titled “Cannabis Palm Card” and “Cannabis Rack Card.”  

This information shall also be provided to all employees as part of the employee orientation. 

 

35. All components of project shall be developed, operated, and maintained in conformance with the 

Project Description, the approved Site Plan, the Plan of Operations, and these conditions of 

approval.  Changes shall require modification of this permit except where consistent with Humboldt 

County Code Section 312-11.1, Minor Deviations to Approved Plot Plan. If offsite processing is chosen 

to be the preferred method of processing, this permit shall be modified to identify the offsite licensed 

facility. 
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36. Cannabis cultivation and other commercial cannabis activity shall be conducted in compliance 

with all laws and regulations as set forth in the CMMLUO and MAUCRSA, as applicable to the permit 

type. 

 

37. If operating pursuant to a written approved compliance agreement, permittee shall abate or cure 

violations at the earliest feasible date, but in no event no more than two (2) years from the date of 

issuance of a provisional clearance or permit. Permittee shall provide plans for curing such violations 

to the Planning and Building Department within one (1) year of issuance of the provisional clearance 

or permit. If good faith effort toward compliance can be shown within the two years following the 

issuance of the provisional clearance or permit, the Department may, at the discretion of the 

Director, provide for extensions of the provisional permit to allow additional time to meet the 

outstanding requirements.  

 

38. Possession of a current, valid required license, or licenses, issued by any agency of the State of 

California in accordance with the MAUCRSA, and regulations promulgated thereunder, as soon as 

such licenses become available. 

 

39. Compliance with all statutes, regulations, and requirements of the California State Water Resources 

Control Board and the Division of Water Rights, at a minimum to include a statement of diversion of 

surface water from a stream, river, underground stream, or other watercourse required by Water 

Code Section 5101, or other applicable permit, license, or registration, as applicable.   

 

40. Confinement of the area of cannabis cultivation, processing, manufacture, or distribution to the 

locations depicted on the approved site plan. The commercial cannabis activity shall be set back 

at least 30 feet from any property line, and 600 feet from any school, school bus stop, church or other 

place of religious worship, or tribal cultural resources, except where a reduction to this setback has 

been approved pursuant to Section 55.4.11(d).  

 

41. Maintain enrollment in Tier 1, 2, or 3, certification with North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 

Board (RWQCB) Order No. R1-2015-0023, if applicable, or any substantially equivalent rule that may 

be subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other responsible agency. 

 

42. Comply with the terms of the Final Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (EPIMS-HUM-09230-

R1), as well as any subsequent amendments, obtained from the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (CDFW). 

 
43. Comply with the terms of a less-than-3-acre conversion exemption or timberland conversion permit, 

approved by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire), if applicable. 

 

44. Consent to an annual on-site compliance inspection, with at least 24 hours prior notice, to be 

conducted by appropriate County officials during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding holidays). 

 

45. Refrain from the improper storage or use of any fuels, fertilizer, pesticide, fungicide, rodenticide, or 

herbicide. 

 

46. Pay all applicable application, review for conformance with conditions and annual inspection fees. 

 

47. Fuel shall be stored and handled in compliance with applicable state and local laws and regulations, 

including the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) program, and in such 

a way that no spillage occurs. 

 

48. The master log books maintained by the applicant to track production and sales shall be maintained 

for inspection by the County. 
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49. Pay all applicable taxes as required by the Humboldt County Commercial Marijuana Cultivation Tax 

Ordinance (Humboldt County Code Section 719-1 et seq.). 

 

Performance Standards for Cultivation and Processing Operations 

 

50. Pursuant to the MCRSA, Health and Safety Code Section 19322(a)(9), an applicant seeking a 

cultivation license shall “provide a statement declaring the applicant is an ‘agricultural employer,’ 

as defined in the Alatorre-Zenovich-Dunlap-Berman Agricultural Labor Relations Act of 1975 (Part 3.5 

commencing with Section 1140) of Division 2 of the Labor Code), to the extent not prohibited by 

law.” 

 

51. Cultivators shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations governing 

California Agricultural Employers, which may include federal and state wage and hour laws, 

Cal/OSHA, OSHA, the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act, and the Humboldt County Code 

(including the Building Code). 

 

52. Cultivators engaged in processing shall comply with the following Processing Practices:   

a. Processing operations must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition including all work 

surfaces and equipment.  

b. Processing operations must implement protocols which prevent processing contamination and 

mold and mildew growth on cannabis.  

c. Employees handling cannabis in processing operations must have access to facemasks and 

gloves in good operable condition as applicable to their job function.  

d. Employees must wash hands sufficiently when handling cannabis or use gloves. 

 

53. All persons hiring employees to engage in commercial cannabis cultivation and processing shall 

comply with the following Employee Safety Practices: 

a. Cultivation operations and processing operations must implement safety protocols and provide 

all employees with adequate safety training relevant to their specific job functions, which may 

include:  

(1) Emergency action response planning as necessary; 

(2) Employee accident reporting and investigation policies;  

(3) Fire prevention;  

(4) Hazard communication policies, including maintenance of material safety data sheets 

(MSDS);  

(5) Materials handling policies;  

(6) Job hazard analyses; and  

(7) Personal protective equipment policies, including respiratory protection.  

b. Cultivation operations and processing operations must visibly post and maintain an emergency 

contact list which includes at a minimum:  

(1) Operation manager contacts;  

(2) Emergency responder contacts; and  

(3) Poison control contacts. 

c. At all times, employees shall have access to safe drinking water and toilets and handwashing 

facilities that comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. Plumbing 

facilities and water source must be capable of handling increased usage without adverse 

consequences to neighboring properties or the environment. 
d. On site-housing provided to employees shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local 

laws and regulations.   

 

54. All cultivators shall comply with the approved processing plan as to the following: 

a. Processing practices 

b. Location where processing will occur 
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c. Number of employees, if any 

d. Employee Safety Practices 

e. Toilet and handwashing facilities 

f. Plumbing and/or septic system and whether or not the system is capable of handling increased 

usage 

g. Drinking water for employees 

h. Plan to minimize impact from increased road use resulting from processing 

i. On-site housing, if any 

 

55. Term of Commercial Cannabis Activity Special Permit. Any Commercial Cannabis Cultivation SP 

issued pursuant to the CMMLUO shall expire one (1) year after date of issuance, and on the 

anniversary date of such issuance each year thereafter, unless an annual compliance inspection 

has been conducted and the permittees and the permitted site have been found to comply with 

all conditions of approval. 

 

56. If the inspector or other County official determines that the permittees or site do not comply with the 

conditions of approval, the inspector shall serve the permit holder with a written statement identifying 

the items not in compliance, and the action that the permit holder may take to cure the 

noncompliance, or file an appeal within ten (10) days of the date that the written statement is 

delivered to the permit holder. Personal delivery or mailing the written statement to the mailing 

address listed on the application by regular mail, plus three (3) days after date of mailing, shall 

constitute delivery. The permit holder may request a reinspection to determine whether or not the 

permit holder has cured all issues of noncompliance. Failure to request reinspection or to cure any 

items of noncompliance shall terminate the Special Permit, immediately upon the expiration of any 

appeal period, or final determination of the appeal if an appeal has been timely filed pursuant to 

Section 55.4.13.   

 

57. Permit Renewals to Comply with Updated Laws and Regulations. Permit renewal is subject to the 

laws and regulations effective at the time of renewal, which may be substantially different than the 

regulations currently in place and may require the submittal of additional information to ensure that 

new standards are met. 

 

58. Acknowledgements to Remain in Full Force and Effect. Permittee acknowledges that the County 

reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for cultivation under any clearance or permit 

issued in accordance with this section in the event that environmental conditions, such as a 

sustained drought or low flows in the watershed in which the cultivation area is located, will not 

support diversions for irrigation. 

 
59. Transfers. Transfer of any leases or permits approved by this project is subject to the review and 

approval of the Planning Director for conformance with CMMLUO eligibility requirements and 

agreement to permit terms and acknowledgments. The fee for required permit transfer review 

shall accompany the request. The request shall include the following information: 

a. Identifying information for the new owner(s) and management as required in an initial permit 

application; 

b. A written acknowledgment by the new owner in accordance as required for the initial permit 

application;  

c. The specific date on which the transfer is to occur;  

d. Acknowledgement of full responsibility for complying with the existing permit; and 

e. Execution of an Affidavit of Non-diversion of Medical Cannabis. 

 

60. Inspections. The permit holder and subject property owner are to permit the County or 

representative(s) or designee(s) to make inspections at any reasonable time deemed necessary to 

assure that the activities being performed under the authority of this permit are in accordance with 

the terms and conditions prescribed herein. 
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Informational Notes:     

 

1. Pursuant to Section 314-55.4.11(a) of the CMMLUO, if upon inspection for the initial application, 

violations of any building or other health, safety, or other state or county statute, ordinance, or 

regulation are discovered, the Planning and Building Department may issue a provisional clearance 

or permit with a written approved Compliance Agreement. By signing the agreement, the permittee 

agrees to abate or cure the violations at the earliest opportunity but in no event more than two (2) 

years after the date of issuance of the provisional clearance or permit. Plans for curing the violations 

shall be submitted to the Planning and Building Department by the permittee within one (1) year of 

the issuance of the provisional certificate or permit. The terms of the compliance agreement may 

be appealed pursuant to Section 314-55.4.13 of the CMMLUO. 

 

2. This provisional permit approval shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of one (1) 

year after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”), except where the Compliance 

Agreement per Condition of Approval #6 has been executed and the corrective actions pursuant 

to the agreement are being undertaken. Once building permits have been secured and/or the use 

initiated pursuant to the terms of the agreement, the use is subject to the Permit Duration and 

Renewal provisions set forth in Conditions of Approval #26 and 27 of the Ongoing 

Requirements/Development Restrictions, above.   

 

3. If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor on-site shall cease 

all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A qualified 

archaeologist and the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to be contacted to 

evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and the lead agency, develop a 

treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be avoided. 

 

 Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 

groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are found, 

California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be contacted 

immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, the 

Native American Heritage Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine 

appropriate treatment of the remains pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98. 

Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with PRC Section 5097.99.  

 

4. The applicant shall be aware that the Federal Government considers the cultivation of cannabis to 

be an illegal activity. This project is accessed by using roads that pass-through lands owned by the 

Federal Government. The Federal Government may not allow the applicant to use these roads to 

transport cannabis. In such case, Humboldt County will not provide relief to the applicant.  Approval 

of this permit does not authorize transportation of cannabis across Federal lands. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

CEQA ADDENDUM TO THE  

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE COMMERCIAL MEDICIAL MARIJUANA LAND USE 

ORDINANCE 

 

 

Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)  

(State Clearinghouse # 2015102005), January 2016  
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PLN-12310-CUP Redwood Valley Farms                     November 4, 2021 Page 26



 

 

Background 

 

Modified Project Description and Project History – The Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use 

Ordinance (CMMLUO) established specific regulations for commercial cannabis operations in Humboldt 

County. These regulations were developed in concert with the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 

that was adopted for the ordinance in order to implement the mitigation measures of the MND. The 

MND addressed the broad environmental impacts that could be expected to occur from the adoption 

and implementation of the ordinance. The MND specified that the regulations established in the 

CMMLUO would mitigate the impacts of existing cannabis operations by establishing regulations for an 

existing unregulated land use to help prevent and reduce environmental impacts that are known to 

result from unpermitted baseline cultivation operations. Commercial cannabis cultivation in existence as 

of December 31, 2015 was included in the environmental baseline for the MND and the MND states that 

“Bringing existing operations into compliance will help to attenuate potential environmental effects from 

existing cultivation activities, including aesthetic impacts resulting from improper operation or poor 

siting.” The current project was contemplated by the MND and compliance with the provisions of the 

CMMLUO will fully mitigate all environmental impacts of the project to a less than significant level. 

 

The modified project involves a Conditional Use Permit for an existing 14,810 square foot (SF) cannabis 

cultivation with 660 SF of ancillary propagation.  Irrigation water is sourced from a stream diversion and 

a rainwater catchment pond on the subject parcel. Existing available water storage is 422,500 gallons, 

including the 390,000-gallon pond, 12,500 gallons in a series of hard-sided tanks, and a 20,000-gallon 

bladder. Estimated annual water usage is 217,900 gallons. Processing, including drying, curing, and 

packing, occurs onsite within an existing 1,000 SF agricultural barn. A maximum of ten (10) employees 

may be utilized during peak operations. Power is provided by solar, with two (2) generators utilized for 

drying, curing, and supplemental domestic uses. There are long-term plans to incorporate additional 

solar power or connect to Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) in the future. The applicant also 

seeks a Special Permit for development within the Streamside Management Area for the use and 

maintenance of the point of diversion.  

 

The project site contains riparian habitat associated with Windy Creek and an unnamed Class III 

watercourse, which traverse the central and northern portions of the subject property, respectively. All 

approved cannabis cultivation activities would occur outside of the required stream setbacks and on 

slopes less than 50%. The Nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) activity center is located approximately 

0.83 miles from the nearest cultivation area, with the nearest NSO sighting located approximately 0.31 

miles away. Artificial lighting is used to support the 360 SF mixed light propagation area. Conditions of 

approval require the applicant use light and noise attenuation to ensure the project has a Less the 

Significant Impact on NSO. A condition of project approval is inadvertent discovery protocols for cultural 

resources consistent with the recommendation of the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria. 

 

The modified project is consistent with the adopted MND for the CMMLUO because it complies with all 

standards of the CMMLUO which were intended to mitigate impacts of existing cultivation. These include 

ensuring supplemental lighting and security lighting adheres to Dark Sky Association standards and 

ensuring project related noise does not harass nearby wildlife which will limit impacts to biological 

resources as a result of light and noise.  

 

Purpose - Section 15164 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides that the lead 

agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) if 

some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling 

for a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration have occurred. Section 15162 states that when an EIR has 

been certified for a project, no subsequent EIR  shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency 

determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the 

following: 

 

PLN-12310-CUP Redwood Valley Farms                     November 4, 2021 Page 27



 

 

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which require major revisions of the previous MND 

due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant effects; 

 

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken 

which will require major revisions of the previous MND due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 

effects; or 

 

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known 

with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous MND was certified as complete, 

shows any of the following: A) the project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in 

the previous MND; B) significant effect previously examined will be substantially more severe than 

shown in the previous MND; C) mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 

would in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 

project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or D) 

mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the 

previous MND would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, but 

the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

 

Summary of Significant Project Effects and Mitigation Recommended 

 

No changes are proposed for the original MND recommended mitigations. The proposal to authorize 

the continued operation of an existing cannabis cultivation site consisting of 14,810 square feet of 

outdoor cultivation with ancillary propagation and processing activities is fully consistent with the 

impacts identified and adequately mitigated in the original MND. The project as conditioned to 

implement responsible agency recommendations, results in no significantly adverse environmental 

effects beyond those identified in the MND. Compliance with the CMMLUO ensures consistency with the 

adopted MND and provides for mitigation of all project related impacts to a less than significant level. 

 

In reviewing the application for consistency with the adopted MND, the County considered the 

following information and studies, among other documents (see Attachment 3 for a complete listing 

of document): 

 

• Plot Plan prepared by Trinity Valley Consulting Engineers, received 5/12/21. 

• Cultivation and Operations Plan prepared by AgDynamix, LLC, received 5/2/17. 

• Project Addendum prepared by Universal Enterprise, received 5/12/21. 

• Water Resource Protection Plan (WDID 1B26428CHUM) prepared by Timber Resource 

Consultants, dated 8/21/16 for the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 

(NCRWQCB) Order No. R1-2015-0023 Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements and General 

Water Quality Certification for Discharges of Waste Resulting from Cannabis Cultivation and 

Associated Activities or Operations with Similar Environmental Effects In the North Coast Region 

(Order). 

• Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption Application prepared by Timberland Resource 

Consultants, and Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption issued by CAL FIRE, both received 

5/2/17. 

• Road Evaluation Report for Saber Tooth Road/Access Road and Roadway Evaluation Technical 

Memorandum, both prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting, dated 1/18/18. 

• Streambed Alteration Agreement (Notification No. 1600-2015-0543-R1) issued by the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, received 5/2/17. 

• Septic Site Suitability Analysis prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting, received 9/14/18. 

 
Other CEQA Considerations 

 

Staff suggests no changes for the revised project. 
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EXPLANATION OF DECISION NOT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION OR 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

 

See Purpose statement above. 

 

In every impact category analyzed in this review, the projected consequences of the current project 

proposal are either the same or less than significantly increased than the initial project for which the MND 

was adopted. Based upon this review, the following findings are supported: 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The proposed project will permit an existing cannabis operation and bring the operation into 

compliance with county and state requirements intended to adequately mitigate environmental 

impacts.   

 

2. The circumstances under which the project was approved have not changed substantially. 

There are no new significant environmental effects and no substantial increases in the severity of 

previously identified effects. 

 

3. For the current proposed project, there has been no new information of substantial importance, 

which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence 

at the time the previous MND was adopted as complete.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Based on these findings it is concluded that an Addendum to the certified MND is appropriate to address 

the requirements under CEQA for the current project proposal. All of the findings, mitigation 

requirements, and mitigation and monitoring program of the MND, remain in full force and effect on the 

original project. 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

 

Attachment 3 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant in 

support of making the required findings. The following materials are on file with the Planning Division: 

 

1. The name, contact address, and phone number(s) of the applicant. (Application form on file) 

 

2. If the applicant is not the record title owner of parcel, written consent of the owner for the 

application with original signature and notary acknowledgement. (On file) 

 

3. Site plan showing the entire parcel, including easements, streams, springs, ponds and other surface 

water features, and the location and area for cultivation on the parcel with dimensions of the area 

for cultivation and setbacks from property lines. The site plan shall also include all areas of ground 

disturbance or surface water disturbance associated with cultivation activities, including access 

roads, water diversions, culverts, ponds, dams, graded flats, and other related features. If the area 

for cultivation is within one-quarter mile (1,320 feet) of a school, school bus stop, church or other 

place of religious worship, public park, or tribal cultural resource, the site plan shall include 

dimensions showing that the distance from the location of such features to the nearest point of the 

cultivation area is at least 600 feet. (Attached - Plot Plan prepared by Trinity Valley Consulting 

Engineers, received 5/12/21) 

 

4. A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for water 

storage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff and erosion control; watershed and habitat 

protection; proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated products to be used on the 

parcel; and a description of cultivation activities (outdoor, indoor, mixed light), the approximate 

date(s) cannabis cultivation activities have been conducted on the parcel prior to the effective 

date of this ordinance, if applicable, and schedule of activities during each month of the growing 

and harvesting season. (Attached - Cultivation and Operations Plan prepared by AgDynamix, LLC, 

received 5/2/17, and Project Addendum prepared by Universal Enterprise, received 5/12/21) 

 

5. Copy of the statement of water diversion, or other permit, license or registration filed with the State 

Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights, if applicable. (Condition of Approval) 

 

6. Description of water source, storage, irrigation plan, and projected water usage. (Included in 

Cultivation Operations Plan (item 4. above) and Water Resource Protection Plan prepared for the 

North Coast Regional Water Quality Board Order No. 2015-0023 (item 7. below) 

 

7. Copy of Notice of Intent and Monitoring Self-Certification and other documents filed with the North 

Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board demonstrating enrollment in Tier 1, 2 or 3, North Coast 

Regional Water Quality Control Board Order No. 2015-0023, or any substantially equivalent rule that 

may be subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other responsible agency. (Attached 

- NOI and reporting, and Water Resource Protection Plan prepared by 1B16428CHUM; prepared 

by Timber Resource Consultants, dated 8/21/16) 

 

8. If any on-site or off-site component of the cultivation facility, including access roads, water supply, 

grading or terracing, impacts the bed or bank of any stream or other watercourse, a copy of the 

Streambed Alteration Permit obtained from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

(Attached – Final Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by the California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (Notification No. 1600-2015-0543-R1) dated 5/2/17) 

 

9. If the source of water is a well, a copy of the County well permit, if available. (Not applicable). 
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10. If the parcel is zoned FR, U or TPZ, or involves the conversion of timberland as defined under Section 

4526 of the Public Resources Code, a copy of a less-than-3-acre conversion exemption or 

timberland conversion permit, approved by the California Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (Cal Fire). Alternately, for existing operations occupying sites created through prior 

unauthorized conversion of timberland, evidence may be provided showing that the landowner 

has completed a civil or criminal process and/or entered into a negotiated settlement with Cal 

Fire. (Attached - Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption Application prepared by Timberland 

Resource Consultants, and Less Than Three Acre Conversion Exemption issued by CAL FIRE, both 

received 5/2/17)  

 

11. Consent for on-site inspection of the parcel by County officials at prearranged date and time in 

consultation with the applicant prior to issuance of any clearance or permit, and once annually 

thereafter. (On file) 

 

12. For indoor cultivation facilities, identify the source of electrical power and how it will meet with the 

energy requirements in Section 55.4.8.2.3, and plan for compliance with applicable building codes. 

(Not applicable) 

 

13. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for 

cultivation under any clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in the event that 

environmental conditions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the watershed, will not 

support diversions for irrigation. (On file) 

 

14. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to engage with local tribes before consenting to 

the issuance of any clearance or permit, if cultivation operations occur within an Area of Traditional 

Tribal Cultural Affiliation, as defined herein. This process will follow current departmental referral 

protocol, including engagement with the tribe(s) through coordination with their Tribal Historic 

Preservation Officer (THPO) or other tribal representatives. This procedure shall be conducted similar 

to the protocols outlined under SB 18 (Burton) and AB 52 (Gatto), which describe “government to 

government” consultation, through tribal and local government officials and their designees. During 

this process, the tribe may request that operations associated with the clearance or permit be 

designed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to tribal cultural resources, as defined herein. 

Examples include, but are not limited to, conducting a site visit with the THPO or their designee to the 

existing or proposed cultivation site, requiring that a professional cultural resources survey be 

performed, or requiring that a tribal cultural monitor be retained during project-related ground 

disturbance within areas of sensitivity or concern. The County shall request that a records search be 

performed through the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). (On file) 

 

15. Road Evaluation Report for Saber Tooth Road/Access Road and Roadway Evaluation Technical 

Memorandum, both prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting, dated 1/18/18 (Attached). 

 

16. Septic Site Suitability Analysis prepared by DTN Engineering and Consulting, received 9/14/18 

(Attached). 

 

17. Division of Environmental Health Attachment for Commercial Medical Marijuana (CMM) 

Clearances/ Permits (DEH Form). (On file) 

 

18. Grading Plan prepared by Trinity Valley Consulting Engineers dated December 2015. (Attached) 
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Commercial Cannabis Application Plan 

Project Name 

Project Location 

Project Sponsor 

Sponsor Contact 

Agent 

APN 

Existing Zoning Designation 

REDWOOD VALLEY FARMS 

N/A 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. 

2100 Golf Course Rd. 

Bayside, CA, 9 5524 

Jason Kidd; (707) 498-3351 

redwoodv alleyfarms@gmail.com 

AgDynamix, LLC 
Teisha Mechetti, 707-798-6199 

teisha@agdynamix.com 

31 6-1 74-010 

U; AG (FRWK) 
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Executive Summary 
Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. is a sole member Limited Liability Company ( LLC) operating under entity 
number 201702010306 and features one member-manager. Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. would produce 
specialty agricultural cannabis and on-site nursery products to support the cultivation project. 

The Project parcel is zoned U, with a General Plan Land Use Designation of AG, which falls within the 
allowable zoning, and is supported by the land use designation association with the parcel of interest. 
The Sponsor seeks a permit approval for 20,000 sq. ft. of outdoor cultivation that is pre-existing, is 
supported by evidence, and involves only natural light-except for the nursery areas, which are 
supplemented by low-intensity lighting. Because it is pre-existing, no prime soil requirement pertains. 

The site has an approved 3-acre exemption and is signed off by the California Department of Forestry & 
Fire, and the County. The Project features thirteen (13) cultivation areas as of 2016 comprised of: one 
(1) 20x96 GH, one (1) 40x60 GH, one (1) 45x35 GH, one (1)20x 60 GH, and a total of 11,110 sq. ft . of 
outdoor cultivation, equaling a total of 18,205 sq. ft. and is consistent with historical (2015) production 
marginally. 

The business intends to conduct all processing activities on-site within the existing permitted Agriculture 
Exempt structure, until commercial permit modifications can be made. The site is supported by a 20x50 
shop/barn currently a permitted Agricultural Exempt structure that would be intended to convert into a 
commercial building to support processing functions and offer Agricultural housing for employees. The 
site is also supported by a small shed for agricultural product storage and two generator/fuel sheds. The 
Project is supported by solar power and generator power two (2) Honda EU7000is' and the project will 
require some fue Is to supply the domestic cultivation re lated needs. 

The proposed Project has plans to equip the site with a 1500-gallon septic/leach field system that would 
be plumbed tot he existing shop/barn intended to support processing functions. Employees would 
utilize the primary septic system for regular uses. The Sponsor has identified that the operation requires 
ten (10) employees during peak staffing to perform seasonal work activities. It is estimated that peak 
staffing would occur for a duration of approximately two (2) weeks (cumulatively) throughout the peak 
working parts of the season. 

The Project is supported by rainwater catchment and one (1) water diversion from Redwood Creek (see 
plot plan for location). The diversion currently support some domestic and cultivation uses. Applicant 
has established water rights for the diversion from the Redwood Creek. 

A Small Domestic Use (SOU) has been filed for, to report for the domestic uses associated with the 
project. No Small Irrigation Use (SIU) is currently avai I able for this region . It was determined that a LSA-
1600 was required forth is Project because water diversion is necessary from Redwood Creek. An 
agreement has been entered between the applicant and CDFW. The initial notice of intent and 
monitoring/reporting forms, under the WWD, have been filed with the SWRCB underthe North Coast 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) . 

Water for the Project would be sourced from an existing 390,000-gallon pond, a 50,000-gallon water 
bladder, five (5) 3,000-gallon tanks, and one (1) 1, 100-gallon tank. Most water storage is intended to 
support cultivation activities, while other storage is intended for emergency fire suppression, and other 
storage is intended for domestic uses. 

Prep a red fo r Redwood Valley Farms, LLC by AgDyna mix, LLC (Ma r, 22, 2017) 
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Industry Analysis 

Industry regulations have been enacted at the State, County, local and-in some instances-municipal 
levels. The proposed Project will ad hereto all applicable regulations that govern the region . 

Summary 

A complex framework of regulatory laws influences commercial cannabis activities and regulations 
pertainingto the proposed Projects, including the Compassionate Use Act, Senate Bill 420, the Medical 
Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MCRSA), and Proposition 64;the Adult Use Marijuana Act (AUMA) . 

Local permitting must be obtained before seeking Ii censure at the State level (which becomes effective 
January 2018). Some local jurisdictions in California, to date, have established and implemented 
regulations to permiss, permit, and/or license cannabis business operations. 

In November 2016, the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (AUMA) legalized "recreational" cannabis possession, 
consumption, and personal indoor cultivation, but had no effect on medical marijuana permitting or 
licensing. 

State Regulatory Framework 

With the passage of the Compassionate Use Act ( Proposition 215) in 1996 and the Medical Marijuana 
Program Act (MMPA) in 2003 (Senate Bill 420), California created a system of possession and cultivation 
limits, a voluntary identification program, and assurance of a non-diversionary system of medical 
cannabis cultivation and dispensation. The intent of these legislative efforts was to clarify the scope of 
application, prevent arrest and prosecution, promote uniform application, increase accessibility of 
product, and address issues within the act to promote fair and orderly implementation. 

In September 2015, the California State legislature enacted three bills under the MCRSA, consisting of 
AB-243, AB-266, and SB-643. Each bill addresses various issues pertaining to licensing and regulatory 
requirements involving medical cannabis cultivation, manufacturing, transportation, distribution, retail 
sales, and testing. These bills became effectual January 1, 2016. 

The MCRSA establishes a multi-agency framework to regulate commercial cannabis. The foundation of 
MCRSA is: "No person shall engage in commercial cannabis activity without possessing both a State 
license and a local permit, license, or other authorization." This legislation provides for the Ii censure of 
commercial cannabis activity in California, strengthens environmental protections, and creates licensing 
opportunities for small and specialty cultivators and ancillary industry sectors. 

Assembly Bill 243 (AB-243) requires the California Department of Food and Agriculture ( CDFA), California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife ( CDFW), and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to 
promulgate regulations and standards pertaining to medical cannabis cultivation efforts, mitigate 
imp acts on e nvi ran ments, and coordinate enforcement efforts with State agencies. 

Under the CDFA, CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing, will be the sole licensing authority for issuing 
I ice nses for cultivation activities. 

Assembly Bill 266 (AB-266) addresses the licensure and regulation oftesting labs, transportation, 
distribution, dispensaries, and microbusi nesses under the Bureau of Marijuana Control (BMC) for which 
the framework and licensing agency is primarily the responsibility of the Department of Consumer 

Prep a red for Redwood Valley Farms, LLC by Ag Dyna mix, LLC (Mar, 22, 2017) 
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Affairs ( DCA) and the Bureau of Medical Cannabis Regulation (BMCR). Collaboratively, the Board of 
Equalization (BOE) and the CDFA are responsible for tracking and reporting the movement of cannabis 
goods throughout the State. 

Senate Bill 643 (SB-643) addresses the setting of standards on behalfof physicians and surgeons 
prescribing medical cannabis and requires the Medical Board of California (MBC) to implement 
investigations of physicians who repeatedly or excessively prescribe medical cannabis to patients 
without good faith exemption. This bill requires the BMCR to gather fingerprints to conduct criminal 
history background checks. 

This Act also grants the DCA sole authority to implement and govern the system for creation, issuance, 
renewal, discipline, suspension, or revocation of such Ii censure underthe Bureau of Medical Cannabis 
program. Additionally, the CDFA is responsible for administering provisions of the act related to or 
associated with cultivation of medical cannabis. This bill also authorizes counties and municipalities to 
propose and implementtaxation on medical cannabis activity. 

In addition to the initial framework developed to support local regulations and State licensing, there has 
been a broad legislative effort to institute clean-up bi I ls to further clarify the scope and definitions under 
the MCRSA. 

The Adult Use of Marijuana Act (AUMA), which passed in November 2016, has legalized adult use 
{"recreational") cannabis possession, consumption, and limited personal indoor cultivation. Because the 
AUMA legislation addresses only recreational cannabis issues, it currently has no effect on medical 
marijuana permitting or licensing. 

Lastly the Department of Public Health's (DPH), Office of Manufactured Cannabis Safety (OMCS) is 
responsible for ensuring the safety and initiating the licensing for cannabis products such as edibles. 

Local Regulatory Framework 

Under State legislation, MCRSA, municipalities possess the authority to settheirown regulations 
pertaining to land use and commercial cannabis business activities. Local permitting must be obtained 
before seeking licensure at the State level (which becomes effective January 2018). 

Humboldt County 

In October 2015, Humboldt County began its review processofthe Commercial Medical Cannabis Land 
Use Ordinance (CMCLUO). This legislation governs commercial medical cannabis activities within the 
jurisdiction of the County of Humboldt and establishes zoning regulations, performance standards, and 
environmental compliance-as well as requiring proofof documentation. The ordinance went into 
effect February 26, 2016. The deadline for applicants was December 31, 2016. 

On September 13, 2016, Humboldt County issued a correcting and clarifying document to address the 
elements of the CMCLUO that were not clear under the initial Ordinance No. 2544 and the 
implementation of the program. 

As of, December, 31, 2016, there were approximately2,300 potential applicants that participated in 
what we consider Phase II of the application process, however, many applications remain incomplete, 
and it is unclear as to when we might see completion of the many of the applications to the County's 
satisfaction, northe approval of the completed applications currently. 
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Project Overview 

The Project concerns Parcel No. 316-174-010 in the Redwood Creek/Blue Lake area, in California. 
Sponsor is seeking permitting and approval for20,000 sq. ft. of outdoor medical cannabis cultivation, 
partly consisting of Greenhouses and Outdoor cultivation areas. The Project as of 2016 featured thirteen 
( 13) cultivation areas totaling 18,205 sq . ft. The dimensions and location of the cultivation sites will 
remain the same, except fort he re-location ofone site (See Plot Plan) to address setback concerns with 
the NCRWQCB's cannabis board order. Cultivation and processing activities would occur on the 
Northwest and Northern Central portions of the parcel. 

Summary 

The Project parcel is zoned U, with a General Plan Land Use Designation of AG, which falls within the 
allowable zoning, and is supported by the land use designation association with the parcel of interest. 
The Sponsor seeks a permit approval for 20,000 sq. ft. of outdoor cultivation that is pre-existing, is 
supported by evidence, and involves only natural light-except for the nursery areas, which are 
supplemented by low-intensity lighting. Because it is pre-existing, no prime soil requirement pertains. 

Location Description 

The proposed Project would occur on legal Parcel No. 316-174-010 at unknown address, approximately 
20.4 miles east ofBlue Lake in the northeast quarterof the southeast quadrant of Section 24, Township 
6 North, Range 3 East, Humboldt Meridian. 

The Project features thirteen (13) cultivation areas as of 2016 comprised of: one (1) 20x96 GH, one (1) 
40x60 GH, one (1) 45x35 GH, one (1)20x 60 GH, and a total of 11,110 sq. ft . ofoutdoorcultivation, 
equaling a total of 18,205 sq . ft . and is consistent with historical (2015) production marginally. 

Zoning 

The property features zoning U:AG and the fol lowing characteristics: 

• GIS acres: 40 Acres . 
• Coastal Zone: Outside . 
• 100 Year Flood Zone: Outside. 

• Alguist-Priolo Fault Hazard Zone: Outside. 
• FEMA FIRM Flood Rating& Panel Number: N/A. 

• Slope: >15% in most cultivation areas. 
• Relative Slope Stability (Per General Plan Geologic maps): High Instability. 

Soil Ratings 

As per Humboldt County's Ordinance No. 2544, because the project is pre-existing, no prime agricultural 
soil rating requirement pertains. 
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P reject-Specific Factors 

The following table details any potential effects to environmental elements re lated to the Project: 

• Aesthetics ~ Agriculture and Forestry ~ Air Quality 

~ Biological Resources ~ Cultural Resources ~ Geology/Solis 

~ 
Greenhouse 

~ 
Hazards and 

~ Hydrology/Water Quality 
Gas Emissions Hazardous Materials 

~ Land Use/Planning • Minera l Resources • Noise 

• Population/Housing ~ Public Services • Recreation 

~ Trans portation/Trafflc ~ Uti lit ies/Service Systems • Mandatory Findings 

of Significance 

Mandatory Compliance Factors 

In accordance with the State of California, it is a requirementthatagricultural operations obtain the 
appropriate environmental filings to support land alterations, diversions, and discharges of affluent. 

Water Sources 

The Project is supported rainwater catchment impoundment and by one (1) water diversion from Windy 
Creek tributary to Redwood Creek (see plot plan for location). The diversion currently supports domestic 
and some cultivation uses. 

Water Rights 

Applicant has established water rights for the diversion from the Windy Creek tributary to Redwood 
Creek. 

Small Domestic Use Registrat ion 

A SDU has been filed for, to report for the domestic uses associated with the project. 

Smal l Irr igation Use 

No SIU is currently available for this region. 

Lake and Stream bed Alteration Agreements 

It was determined that a LSA-1600 was required for this Project because water diversion is necessary from 
Windy Creek. An agreement has been entered between the applicant and CDFW. Periodic inspections may 
be conducted by a third-party agent, Timberland Resources Consultants (TRC), on behalfof CDFW, or 
CDFW inspectors. 
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Water Board Order: Waste Water Discharge 

Initial inspections by TRC regarding water usage and discharges have been conducted. The initial notice of 
intent and monitoring/reporting forms, under the WWD, have been filed with the SWRCB underthe North 
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB). A reporting/recording system would be 
developed, monitored, and reported to comply with annual renewal requirements underthis order. 

Additional inspections (post enrollment) would be conducted by the TRC, with no current confirmation of 
when this inspection would occur. The proposed Project fal Is into Tier 2 due to the pre-existing cultivation 
site, canopy size, and water uses. The Project doe snot pose a notable threat to the environment due to 
several conditions that are documented in the WRPP, although mitigation and re mediative measures have 
been assigned and are Ii kelyto be addressed in the nexttwo years. 

Water Resource Protection Plan 

A WRPP has been generated by the designated agency, TRC. This document is held by the third-party 
agent and client, and maintained onsite to satisfy any request by the SWRCB. This ensures protection of 
nearby habitats via management of spoils, limitations of runoffs, use of DPR-approved inputs, correct use 
of fertilizer, and proper storage of fungicides, pesticides, and fue I. 

Department of Pesticide Regu lation Requirements 

The Project would adhere to DPR requirements and limitations regarding pesticide, fungicide, and 
rodenticide inputs for cannabis cultivation and management of pests and/ordisease. Quality and 
consumer-safe production requires medical cannabis cultivation inputs that are approved as 
environmentally sound and deemed safe for medical consumption. 

Archaeological Inspections & Survey 

There is no current archaeological inspection on file of which the permitting agent is aware . However, 
records may be accessible through Sonoma State University's Northwest Information Center ( NWIC) and 
the local THPO. 

Performance Standards 

Performance standards include nuisance mitigation ( for noise, odors, I ight, and other pate ntial hazards of 
the Project), setback requirements, and a consent to inspect. 

Setback Requ irements 

The proposed Project area meets all setbacks required by the County jurisdiction and adheres to all other 
setbacks from neighboring parcels and property boundaries. Nearby parcel residences are more than 300' 
from the proposed cultivation space (applicable only to parcels offive (5) acres or less). There are no 
known schools, school bus stops, public parks, places of religious worship, or Tribal cultural resources that 
are known within 600' to 1,320' of the cultivation area . Additionally, a 30' setback from the PG&E pole and 
property borders is satisfied. 

Setbacks from nearby waterways ultimately adhere to the SWRCB and the CDFW' s setback req ui rem en ts, 
with exception ofone (1) cultivation area that needs to be relocated and is noted on the plot plan. It is 
deemed that Environmentally Sensitive Habitat areas will not be impacted by the proposed Project. 
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Nuisance Mitigation 

The Project would mitigate the potential for or existing nuisances, including through odors, I ights, sounds, 
and other nuisances that extend beyond the boundaries of an adjacent property, with adherence to State 
and local (County and/or municipality) regulations pertinent to this Project . 

Best mitigation efforts: 

• Odor: Scrubbers. 
• Light: Escape shielding. 
• Sound: Buffering. 

Generator Use 

The Project is supported by solar power and generator power two (2) Honda EU7000is' for supplemental 
domestic uses and minor activities related to the cultivation activities. Nuisance mitigation and hazardous 
waste efforts will be in place to reduce any potential impacts. 

Consent to Inspect 

This section grants County officials to conduct inspections during business days/hours from M-F, 9a-Sp, 
with 24-hour notification to the permit applicant. The applicant understands that various agencies govern 
industries locally and that inspections are a standard form of good business auditing protocol. 

Contingency Plan 

In accordance with specifications provided by the DEH and the California Unified Program Act (CUPA)-to 
meet the business plan criteria required to ensure compliance with regulations that are intended to 
protect public health and the environment-this section addresses water production (including well 
construction) and the handling of onsite wastewater, solid waste, and hazardous materials. 

Summary 

The Contingency Plan addresses on site wastewater and hazardous wastes, solid waste removal and 
recycling, water production and water well construction, hazardous materials handling, agricultural 
product storage, and chemical spill procedures and handli ng guidelines. 

All site reporting of wastes, chemical products, fertilizers, and dry materials, including, volume and types, 
would need to be initiated as pe rthe California Environmental Re porting System ( CERS) re porting system 
along with a site plan showing the location of these items. This program would need to be updated 
regularly as items/locations change. 

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for all fertilizers, soil amendments, and pesticides would be made 
available onsite. lfrequested, all equipment maintenance performed onsite would be listed/described. 

Per California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) regulations, chemicals would be stored 
separately from fuels, oils, and similar products. Fertilizers and pesticides, specifically, would be stored in 
locked containmentwithin an outdoor structure. 

Chemical spills would be handled and reported per directions in the Project's Chemical Spill Procedure. 

Common waste products that would be used or generated onsite include: 
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• Fertilizers. 

• Fuels. 
• Household chemicals. 

• Human refuse . 

• Human waste. 
• Pesticides/herbicides/fungicides. 

To ensure mitigation of potential pollution of grounds, nearby waterways, and ecological habitats, the 
propertreatment, storage, removal, and overall security of potentially polluting products would be 
ensured via use of dedicated areas and containers that are covered, watertight, and rodent/or natural 
pest/wildlife proofed . 

Project Waste Management 

The sections below address the Project-specific details, impacts, and procedures for handling waste 
products. 

Project Deta ils 

The site is supported by a 20x50 shop/barn currently a permitted Agricultural Exempt structure that would 
be intended to convert into a commercial building to support processing functions and offer Agricultural 
housing for employees. The site is also supported by a small shed for agricultural product storage and two 
generator/fuel sheds. The site also proposes a 20x40 Agricultural Exempt barn that would support drying 
activities. Plans forsepticfacilities would be implemented in the current location of the 20x50 shop/barn. 

Onslte Wastewater/ Hazardous Wastes 

The proposed Project has plans to equip the site with a 1500-gallon septic/leach field system that would 
be plumbed to the existing shop/barn intended to support processing functions. Employees would utilize 
the primary septic system for regular uses. Atthis time, no record of permit or data exists. Further 
inspections may be required to identify the septic system's ability to support increased used u ring peak 
seasonal work times. 

The Sponsor has identified that the operation requires ten (10) employees during peak staffing to perform 
seasonal work activities. It is estimated that peak staffing wou ld occur for a duration of approximately six 
(6) weeks (cumulatively) throughout the peak working parts of the season. 

Waste Management Standards 

As per the CCR, Title 8, § 3457, which addresses field sanitation standards, the cultivation site is required 
to provide access to waste facilities within one-quarter (1/4) mile or a five (5) minute walk, whichever is 
shorter. 

If the primary septic system is not within this accessibility threshold, a portable facility or pit privy may be 
provided in lieu of septic to support waste activities. The standards for portable waste facilities are as 
follows: 

• Toiletfacil ities: Shall be always operational, maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and kept 
in good repair. Records of service and maintenance shall be retained for two years. 
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• Chemical toilet wastewater tank: Shall be constructed of durable, easily cleanable material and 
have a minimum tank capacity of forty ( 40) gal Ions. Construction shall prevent splashing on the 
occupant, field, or road. 

• Chemical tanks : Contents shall be disposed of by draining or pumping into a sanitary sewer, an 
approved septic tank of sufficient capacity, a suitably sized and constructed holding tank approved 
by the local health department, or any other method approved by the local health department. 

• Privies: Shall be moved to a new site or taken out of service when the pit is filled within two (2) 
feet of the adjacent ground surface . When the privy is moved, the pit contents will be covered 
with at least two (2) feet of well -compacted dirt. 

Sol id Waste Removal/Recycling 

All garbage will be contained with in a holding structure and is to be removed no less than once per week. 
All waste and/or recycling materials will be processed by a permitted solid waste/recycling facility. 

Water Production/Well Construction 

The Project is supported rainwater catchment and by one ( 1) water diversion from Windy Creek tributary 
to Redwood Creek (see plot plan for location). The diversion currently support all domestic and some 
cultivation uses for storage in rainwater catchment impoundment. 

Approximated water use for activities are denoted within the Cultivation Schedule under the Cultivation 
Plan below. Monthly monitoring and annual reporting must be implemented to identify actual total uses 
for domestic and cultivation activities. 

Hazardous Materia ls Handling 

The Project is supported by solar power and generator power two (2) Honda EU7000is' and the project 
will require some fuels to supply the domestic energy needs of the structures and some cultivation related 
activities . Other fuels may be used for small equipment and machinery and may include gasoline, oils, and 
diesel. All fuels used for equipment would be stored per the (CUPA) fuel and chemical storage guidelines. 

To meet environmental health standards, applicants must maintain a list of and describe all compressed 
gases, cleaners, and sanitizers (including, but not limited to, household chemicals, bleach, and alcohol)and 
document quantities stored onsite. Fuels, pesticides, and other agricultural/household chem icals are 
required to be stored in locked containment, separate from other input products. Any substance in use 
shall be accompanied by a posted notification that clearly identifies its nature. To prevent spills onto 
ground surfaces, any motors, fuel containers, etc. would be stored in drop pans and within an enclosed 
area. 

Hazardous Material Standards 

Quantities thattriggerdisclosure are based on the maximum amount onsite at any one time, as follows: 

• 55 gallons, 500 pounds, or200 cubicfeet (for30 days or more at any time during a year). 
• Any amount of hazardous waste . 
• Category I or II pesticides . 

• Explosives. 
• Extremely hazardous substances (above the planning threshold). 
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MSDS for all fertilizers, soil amendments, and pesticides (including organically produced examples) would 
be furnished and made available onsite. Compressed gases, cleaners, and sanitizers are stored on the 
premises in the quantities outlined in the Gases and Cleaners inventory list that is maintained onsite. 

Applicants are required underCUPA guidelines to list/describe all equipment maintenance performed 
on site (including changing oil, antifreeze, etc.). Upon request, applicant will furnish information regarding 
ongoing maintenance of small machinery and equipment that is necessary to support cultivation activities. 

Agricu ltural Product Storage 

As per the DPR (enforced by CDFA or the local Agriculture Commissioner), Projects that utilize pesticides 
and fertilizers must meet guidelines pursuant to CCR,§ 6670, Title 3, Division 6, Pesticide and Pesticide 
Control Operations. General guidelines dictate that chemicals are to be stored separately from fuels, oils, 
and similar products. Fertilizers and pesticides would be stored in locked containment within an enclosed 
outdoor structure . 

Chemical Spi ll Procedure/Handling 

In the event of emergency spills, the incident would be reported to the Cal OES State Warning Center at 
800-852-7550 or 916-845-8911. The Californ ia Highway Patrol must be notified via 9-1-1 of spills occurring 
on highways in the State. The Chemical Spill Procedure would be followed and emergency services also 
contacted via 9-1-1. 

The procedure would follow the California Office of Emergency Services ( Cal OES) California Hazardous 
Materials Spill/Release Notification Guidance ( February 2014) and the (EPA) (Pacific Southwest, Region 9) 
Chemical Spills Prevention and Preparedness webpage. 

In the State of California, many statutes require emergency notification of a hazardous chemical release, 
including: 

• Cal ifornia Labor Code§ 6409.1 (b). 

• Government Code §51018, 8670.25.5 (a). 
• Health and Safety Code§ 25270.8, § 25510. 

• Public Utilities Code§ 7673 (General Orders#22-B, 161). 

• Title 42, U.S. Code§ 9603, 11004. 
• Vehicle Code§ 23112.5. 

• Water Code§ 13271, § 13272. 

In addition to statutes, several agencies have notification or reporting regulations: 

• Title 8, CCR,§ 342. 
• Title 13, CCR,§ 1166. 

• Title 14, CCR, § 1722 (h). 

• Title 17, CCR,§ 30295. 
• Title 19, CCR,§ 2703, 2705. 

• Title 22, CCR, § 66265.56 (j), § 66265.196 ( e). 

• Title 23, CCR,§ 2230, 2250, 2251, 2260. 

• Title 40, CFR, § 263 esp. § 263.30. 
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Operational Plan 
The Operational Plan covers many aspects of the business, including location, organization, and a 
description of the Project's business sponsorthat includes its mission, vision, and values. It also includes a 
description of what is produced by the Project, including sales and marketing efforts . 

Summary 

The Operational Plan detai ls use of the organization's resources in pursuit of the strategic plan. It 
prescribes specific activities and events to be undertaken to implement strategies. It is a plan for the day­
to-day management of the organization ( encompassing a one-year ti me frame}. An operational plan 
should not be formulated without reference to a strategic plan. Operational plans may evolve from year to 
year with business growth. The Ope rational Plan is often produced by the chief executive and lead staff of 
the organ ization . 

The products produced by the Project would have the primary designated use of the treatment of patients 
with varying ailments . Medical cannabis products would be distributed to qualified medical cannabis 
consumers via wholesale outlets and retail dispensary locations. 

Business Organizat ion 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. is a sole member Limited Liability Company (LLC} operating under entity 
number201702010306 and features one member-manager. The member-manager is responsible for 
delegating primary activities pertinent to the organization' s daily and future management. 

Management Team 

Jason Kidd, Chief Executive Officer. 

Business Description 

The primary goal of Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. is, within the State of California, to conduct agricultural 
activities and produce specialty agricultural products . 

M ission 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. is a for-profit entity, locally owned, with the mission of sustainably producing 
terroir cannabis to medical consumers with a preference for high grade products. The company aims to 
support the operation with locally sourced products and services in order to stimulate the local economy 
and support its employees with a reliable means of employment with a professiona l, safe environmentto 
support a comfortable lifestyle. 

Vision 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. visualizes an integrative and regenerative farm model that would serve as a 
model forotherfarmers. Currently, the farm supports a sustenance vegetable garden to support the 
operat ion and plans to implement a fruit orchard and various specialty herbs toe xpand on the 
diversification . RVF hopes to integrate educational opportunities into their business model to support the 
operation and afford the opportunity to learn sustainable production and land management strategies. 
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Values 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. values the need for prudent land management strategy, social equity, and the 
quality production of cannabis to supply medical consumers and the treatment of their conditions. The 
company is committed to operating within full compliance of local, County, and State regulations . 

Products 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. would produce specialty agricultural cannabis and on-site nursery products to 
support the cultivation project. The finished product is a high-grade organically produced cannabis flower 
products that would be tested and assured for quality. Cultivation byproducts of additional value would be 
sold to permitted manufacturers (for the processing of extracts, concentrates, edibles, and topical 
products) . 

The primary designated use of the raw medical cannabis (flower) produced would be the treatment of 
patients with varying ailments . Premium-grade medical cannabis can be consumed via mult iple methods, 
including inhalation, ingestion, and dermal (topical) applications. Cannabis has proven to deliver positive 
efficacy for myriad ailments, conditions, and symptoms. Research is underway regarding additional 
benefits of medical cannabis . 

Sales & Marketing 

Redwood Valley Farms, Llc.'s product would be distributed to medical cannabis consumers via wholesale 
outlets and retail dispensary locations and ancil lary marketplaces . The quality, testing thresholds, and 
branding would target consumers who lead a Lifestyle of Health and Sustainability (LO HAS) and who 
prefer premium organically produced medicine. 

Chain of Custody 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. adheres to a robust system of chain of custody for record keeping and 
sourcing potential contamination of seed/nursery product, flower product, trim, or value-added 
byproducts. This system would serve to verify responsibility for and liability of products during cultivation, 
processing, distribution, and wholesale/retail sales. 

Packaging 

Aftertesting and processing, products would be packaged perquality control standards and in tamper­
proof packaging that does not appeal to minors. Products packaged in larger volumes would be 
distributed directly to consumers and retail outlets. Individual consumer labelling may be applied at the 
distributor or retailer level, aftertransferofownership in the chain of custody. If the business chooses to 
protect its brandingthrough the Agricultural Commissioner, products would be individually packaged and 
labelled, and stamped within the County of origin . 

Distribution 

Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. will secure trading outlets for its products through existing wholesale and or 
retail distribution networks. These distribution networks service retaildispensaryoutletsthatseek 
licensure within their respective jurisdictions, as well as the State licensing platform under the CDFA. The 
established patient base has created a demand and fulfills the need for many medical cannabis products 
from multiple licensed suppliers within the State of California. 
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Track and Trace Standards 

Article 7.5, § 19335 (a), Unique Identifier and Track and Trace Program: 11The CDFA, in consultation with 
the BMCR, shall establish a track and trace program for reporting the movement of medical marijuana 
items throughout the distribution chain that utilizes a unique identifier pursuant to§ 11362.777 of the 
Health and Safety Code (HSC), secure packaging, and is capable of providing information that captures, at 
a minimum, the following: 

(1) The licensee receiving the product. 

(2) The transaction date. 

(3) The cultivator from which the product originates, including the associated unique identifier 
(pursuant to§ 11362.777 of the HSC) . 

(b) (1) The Department of Food and Agriculture shall create a database contain ing the shipping 
manifests which shall include, but not be limited to, the following information : 

(A) The quantity ( or weight) and variety of products shipped . 

(B) The estimated times of departure and arrival. 

(C) The quantity ( or weight) and variety of products received . 

(D) The actual time of departure and arrival. 

(E) A categorization of the product. 

(F) The license number and the unique identifier pursuantto § 11362. 777 of the HSC issued by 
the licensing authority for all licensees involved in the shipping process, including cultivators, 
transporters, distributors, and dispensaries. " 

Tra nsportatlon 

All products would be transported through either the permitted cultivator to processing ordistri bution 
and/or via a licensed transporter to trading partners that are authorized to distribute cannabis products to 
end consumers (when applicable). These transporters would be responsible for adhering to guidelines that 
involve (but are not limited to) permitting, weights and measures, packaging/packing/labeling, verification 
of packing and freight volumes, and liability insurance that covers product loss resulting from 
unintentional diversion or emergency. 

Transporters would be responsibleforfulfilling contractual deadlines and ensuring delivery of products in 
a timely fashion to maintain positive standing with trading partners and protect the quality of a product 
that features a limited shelf life. 

SB-643, Chapter 719, § 19302.1 (d): 11The DCA shall have the sole authority to create, issue, renew, 
discipline, suspend, or revoke licenses for the transportation, storage unrelated to manufacturing 
activities, distribution, and sale of medical marijuana within the State and to collectfees in connection 
with activities the BMCR regulates. The bureau may create licenses in addition to those identified in this 
chapter that the bureau deems necessary to effectuate its duties under this chapter. " 
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Cultivation Plan 
The Cultivation Plan adheres to robust standards promulgated underthe DPR and regulated under the 
CDFA, and in accordance with DCA's consumer standards maintained by the Department of Public Health 
(DPH) . 

In preparation for future certification related to organically produced product, the Cultivation Plan also 
follows National Organic Program ( NOP) standards. The input guidelines established by the DPR are in 
accordance with certification regarding organically produced product requirements and follow a whole­
farm BMP plan for management of land, crops, and end products. 

Summary 

The Project proposes 20,000 sq. ft. of Type 3 pre-existing outdoor cultivation in the form of thirteen ( 13) 
garden areas on 40 acres of property with U zoning that would be serviced entirely by natural light­
except for the nursery areas, which will be supplemented by low-intensity lighting. 

Water for the Project would be sourced from an existing 390,000-gallon pond, a 50,000-gallon water 
bladder, five (5) 3,000-gallon tanks, and one (1) 1, 100-gallon tank. Most water storage is intended to 
support cultivation activities, while other storage is intended foremergencyfire suppression, and for 
domestic uses. 

A WRPP will be available upon completion forfurtherinformation regardingsite-specificconditions, 
mitigation measures, and remediation efforts. 

Cultivation Schedule 

The following table details the annual cultivation schedule, comprised of two (2) harvests per year, with 
breakdown by area. Water figures are indicated in gallons. 

Cover Cover Cover Veg Blm Blm Blm Veg/Blm Blm Blm Cover 

Cover Cover Cover Veg Blm Blm Blm Veg/Blm Blm Blm Cover 

Cover Cover Cover Veg Veg/Blm Blm Blm Veg/Blm Blm Blm Cover 

Cover Cover Cover Veg Veg/Blm Blm Blm Veg/Blm Blm Blm Cover 

Cover Cover Cover Cover Veg Veg Veg Veg Veg/Blm Blm Cover 

0 0 3200* 15500* 17850* 21500* 36200* 36900* 38350* 37400* 11000* 

*Water Use as reported in the self-reporting attachment Appendix C or (MRP) of the WWD Enrollment 
Documentation 

Winterization Plan 

During the fallow months, exposed ground would be cropped with green cover and native vegetation 
seed, mulches, or matting to protect against winter erosion and de nitrification of the soil. Green manures 
would be incorporated into the native soils to enhance productivity during the forthcoming planting 
season. 
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Water Resources 

Water for the proposed cultivation Project would be sourced from the ra inwaterimpoundment, and some 
from diversion and addit ional emergency storage tanks. 

To mitigate runoff from cultivat ion activi t ies, high-retenti on soil mediums and specia I irrigation techniques 
would be employed. 

Irr igation Pian 

For most of the season, crop production would be directly irrigated from rainwaterimpoundment 
primarily. 

Ir r igation System 

Drip system water reduction methodologies are as follows: 

l " Mainline 

3'411 lnline 

¼" Subline 

l' Spacing between all drip emitters 

Approximate flow rate of 3.5-5-gallons/ hour/emitter 

Emergency Water P!an 

A WRPP has been filed by TRC. There will be adequate tank storage to support the cult ivation act ivit ies for 
forbearance periods from May th rough October. 

In the event of a wateremergency, the proposed Project currently features adequate water storage to 
supply the cultivation activities from rainwater catchment and one ( 1) dive rs ion from Windy Creek 
tributary to Redwood Creek, the diversion is approved through CDFW. Existing and future water tank 
development is noted on the site plan (see Site Plan/ WRPP Map). 

Backup emergency fire suppression w ater storage is also available on -site via storage tanks and bladder. 
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Processing Plan 
The Processing Plan covers many aspects of the end stage cultivation workflowemployed by the business 
to harvest, dry, trim, cure, package, and assure the quality of medical cannabis products. Quality 
assurance efforts include sanitation, dust control, and environmental standards necessary foropti mal 
processing. 

Background 

As promulgated under various regulatory agencies, including but not limited to the Labor Commission (LC) 
and Wage & Hour Division (WHD), Employment Development Department (EDD), the Agricultural Labor 
Relations Board (ALRB), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), California Department of Food &Agriculture (CDFA), and are responsible for varying 
aspects of governing labor laws, quality control, minimum wage and hour laws, administrative 
responsibilities, and health and safety regulations that govern processing and day labor activities related 
to Agricultural industries. 

Summary 

The business intends to conduct al I processing activities on-site within the existing permitted Agriculture 
Exempt structure, until commercial permit modifications can be made. In addition to drying, curing, 
processing and packaging, the business would need to ensure robust quality control, the business would 
employ stringent grading and sorting of medical cannabis product during harvest. 

Cultivation activities undergo a common process fl ow that involves, cultivation, to harvest, drying/ cu ring, 
to testing, grading/sorting processing, curing, to testing, packaging, to testing again (distributor level), and 
end sales. 

Adm inistrative 

Administrative elements of the Project include payroll, recording and reporting, chain of custody, safety 
procedures and protocols, product safety materials, labor and subcontractor issues, and quality 
assurance/control of product. 

Labor Management 

The primary organization currently responsible for the record keeping of employees (both seasonal and 
permanent) would be Redwood Valley Farms, LLC. All records maintained by sponsor would be made 
available upon request. 

The organization has considered payrol I options for peak ti mes of the season during which employment 
periods would be up to several months in duration (particularly during the harvesting, processing, and 
packaging stages of cultivation). A licensed labor contractor may be contracted at a later time to assume 
responsibility for soliciting, recruiting, and hiring employees to help ease the burden of human resources 
and payroll requirements and reduce barrier issues to banking. 

The designated entity is responsible for ensuring property, business, and workplace compliance under the 
guidelines of the following departments: 

• Bureau of Medical Marijuana Regulation (BMCR) . 
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• California Department of Food & Agriculture (CDFA). 

• County Agriculture Commissioner (CAC). 
• County Planning Department (CPD)/Community Planning {CP)/Development Department {DD) . 

• Department of Industrial Relations {DIR). 

• Department of Labor, Wage and Hour Division (DL-WHD). 
• Department of Pesticide Regulation { DPR). 

• National & California Agricultural Labor Relations Board ( NALRB/CALRB). 

• Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). 

• U.S. Department of Labor {US-DOL) . 

Recording & Reporting 

All employee records for hours worked and reported would be kept onsite or via a payroll record keeping 
center and submitted to the managing payroll department to ensure timely reporting. Requests for review 
of payroll records would be the sole responsibility of the managing human resources agent { upon request 
and under certain lawful circumstances). 

Quality Assurance & Control of Product 

Quality assurance efforts encompass sanitation, climate control, dust control, and a variety of 
environmental standards. Quality control measures include prevention of contamination, monitoring, 
testing, harvesting, drying, curing, grading, sorting, packaging, secure storage, and distribution 
procedures. 

In 2011, the Food and Drug Administration tasked the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to co-create 
with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services {USDHHS) and the Center for Food Safety and 
Applied Nutrition { CFSAN) a program to implement Good Agricultural Practices { GAPs) and Good Hand Ii ng 
Practices (GHPs). The goal was to mitigate food safety hazards and set standards and management 
regulations for processing facilities to ensure quality and consumer safety of agricultur'al products when 
handled in processing environments . 

Found in the Apri I 2011 Guide to Minimize Microbial Food and Safety Hazards for Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetables (authored by the USDA, USDHHS, and CFSAN) is discussion aboutthe fundamental procedures 
that should be developed and implemented. This document features a list of principles applied to the 
workplace in efforts to meetthese standards and is as follows: 

• Accountability for product quality. 

• Controls for workplace sanitation. 
• Employee hygiene. 

• Minimization of microbial exposures. 

• Operating procedures. 

• Packaging procedures and protocols. 

Chai n of Custody 

Agricultural businesses must adhere to a rigorous chain of custody system for product management and 
the identification of contamination in all raw and finished products. 
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Monitoring 

Pre/post-harvestworkflowwould be monitored on a predetermined schedule and involve documentation 
of the condition of the product during its active stage of monitoring. 

Drying/Curing 

Product would be harvested at maturity and dried and cured in a climate-controlled environment. The 
primary equipment used would include dehumidifiers, fans, and heaters. 

Testing Procedure 

All product testing would be conducted by a permitted/licensed testing laboratory. This would encompass 
testing for potency and purity, including the presence of pesticides, fungicides, and harmful micro 
biologics. 

Grading/Sorting 

Products would be graded based on testing results, maturity, and specific intended use (flower, 
manufacturing of extracts, concentrates, topical products, etc.) 

Process ing 

Product would be harvested, t rimmed, dried, and cured in a manner best suited to the specific 
environmental factors of the crop. This would include both visual inspections by master cultivators and 
data collection and analysis (via automated sensors). 

Testing 

Final testing before packaging to ensure no contamination or presence of new mildews or harmful 
biologics to consume rs. 

Packaging 

Packaging would adhere tot he guidelines for package type, quantity/weights, warning labels, and 
stamping procedures. 

Health & Safety 

The first response emergency contact phone number is 9-1-1. Hospitals are Mad River Community 
Hospital at 707-822-3621 (Arcata) and St. Joseph Hospital at 707-445-8121 (Eureka). The American 
Association of Poison Control Centers (AAPCC) can be reached at 800-222-1222. 

Job Hazard Analys is 

Labor duties would varythroughoutthe harvesting, drying, processing, and packaging stages ofthe 
operation. With each task, an analysis wou Id be conducted to identify potential hazards associated with a 
task, including weather conditions, the physical aptitude of employees, tools utilized, and potential 
exposure to chemicals and other substances. Identification of these hazards is intended to mitigate 
potential job hazards and help ensure employee adherence to safety practices. 

Injury ill ness Prevention Plan 
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It is required by the DIR that every employer shall establish, implement, and maintain an effective Injury 
and Illness Prevention Plan (IIPP). 

Components of an IIPP include: 

• Employee compliance with safe and healthy work practices. 
• Investigation of injuries and/or illnesses. 
• Procedures for correction of unsafe/unhealthy conditions, work practices, and/or procedures. 
• Procedures to identify and evaluate workplace hazards. 
• Responsible person(s) and contact information. 
• Safetytraining. 

• System for communication with employees. 
• Thorough safety program record keeping and document retention practices. 

Heat Illness Prevention Plan 

Written protocols regarding heat illness prevention would be available to employers, managers, 
supervisors, and employees regarding how to prevent and handle heat illness incidents. 

To prevent heat illness to employees in the field, several factors must be considered: 

• Ambient temperature (measured via thermometerorweather report). 

• Crewsize. 
• Excessive clothing. 
• Other relevant exposures. 
• Presence of personal protective equipment or additional sources of heat. 
• Work shift duration. 

The following heat illness factors would be considered: 

• Accessibility of drinking water. 

• Accessibility of shade (via protective structures). 
• Periodic rest breaks . 
• Reminders to employees to remain hydrated. 

Hazard Communicat ion Policies 

Hazard communication is importantto ensure the safety of all on site employees, contractors, and 
subcontractors. Potential and known hazards would be made clear prior to conducting tasks and activities. 
Implementing this procedure is important to ensure that employees, contractors, and subcontractors are 
informed about the relevant risks associated with certain onsite tasks, health and safety concerns/risks, 
and ultimately the reduction of liabilities agai nstthe employerfor improper use of equipment, machinery, 
and tools. 

Emergency Procedures 

Emergency procedures include the availability of eye washing stations and detailed procedures for dealing 
with chemical spills. In the event of an emergency, certain protocols would be developed and followed 
regarding fire evacuation plans, earthquake safety, and otheremergency scenarios. 
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Chemical Handling 

Any input products used onsite would be accompanied by MSDS and Chemical Inventory Lists that would 
be available to inspectors and employees and maintained on site. 

Call 9-1-1 and then report to the California State Warning Center (CSWC) at 800-852-7550 or 916-845-
8911 and identify proper steps to isolate the incident and cleanup. 

Eye Washing Station 

Often, chemicals used onsite provide MSDS sheets that indicate the need for applicators to utilize an eye 
washing station after exposure. The eye washing station must be positioned within 200' of the cultivation 
area and any areas where chemicals, fertilizers,orpesticides would be used or administered for various 
applications. 

Employee Acc ident Pol icies 

An investigation would be conducted to determine next steps. 

The company adheres to protocols fore mployee accident reporting. The manager is responsible for 
documenting any onsite incidents using Form 5020, including: 

• Address of accident/event site. 
• Description of accident/event and if the accident scene/instrumentation has been altered. 

• Employer's name, address, and telephone number. 
• Law enforcement agencies present atthe accident/event site. 
• Location of medical treatment. 
• Name and address of injured employee(s). 

• Name and job title of re porting party. 
• Name of contact person at accident/event site . 

• Nature of injuries. 
• Time and date of accident/event. 

Accidents need to be reported immediately to Cal/OSHA in Redding at 530-224-4743. 

Contact the business' medical provider, the employee' s designated medical provider, or9-1-1. Follow up 
with contact to the Californ ia Division of Workers' Compensation (CDWC). 

Personal Protective Equipment Pol ic ies 

Application of pesticides and fungicides requires personal protective equipment, including respirators, 
Tyvek suits, and gloves. It is the applicator's responsibility to ensure safety in the field. The farm manager 
is responsible forfurnishing, applying, and informing of the appropriate uses associated with such 
products. 

Applicators are required to acquire an Operator ID through the Agriculture Commissioner via the Pesticide 
HandlingTraining Program (PHTP). This would involve training applicators about labels, cautions, and 
recommended Personal Protective Equipment ( PPE) . Pesticide PPE would be stored on site and separately 
from fertilizers, pesticides, and fungicides . Restricted Entry Intervals (REI) would be imposed and posted 
after application of chemicals to prevent exposures. 
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Additional PPE provided on site for any processing labor would include access to gloves and dust masks by 
employees during drying, processing, and packaging. 

It is the responsibility of managers/supervisors to ensure that PPE policies are followed during appropriate 
working conditions. In the event of product application by an employee, the applicator must be 
designated an operator ID and is required to employ the proper PPE during application, as well as abide by 
label warnings in the event of exposure, poisoning, or a spill . 

Processors may be required by State law to employ PPE equipment fort he duration of their shifts to 
ensure no exposure to and/or contamination from a product. 

All laborers must be made aware of REI and tangible notification of the recommended REI after the 
application of pesticides, fungicides, and other chemical applications. 

Occupancy & St ructural Guidel ines 

The general environments in which laborers would work include the Greenhouses, the field, and within 
the existing and proposed processing building. 

The environments in which any agricultural activity would occur would follow al l guidelines (per 
agricultural and labor oversight agencies) . The facility would need to meet commercial building standards 
in accordance with California Building Codes and would be made compliant with the American with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and Architectural Barriers Act (ABA). 

Housings, Buildings, and Sti-uctures 

Any housings, buildings, and structures provided to employees forth is Project will be subject to CCR 
regulations found in the Source Guide for Federal &State Requirement for Employees and Migrant Housing. 
This encompasses California Building Code (CBC) that may include possible permitting requirements, 
inspections, and certificate(s) of occupancy. 

Additionally, specific exemptions exist that pertain to agricultural standards underthe Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) and in conformance with the Occupational Safety and Health Guidelines 
(OSHG) (unless the Project meets certain exemptions, such as being a family-owned and operated business, 
does not offertemporary labor housing, or employs fewer than 10 employees at any given time). In other 
such cases, the site would need to comply with OSHA Guidelines pertaini ngto agricultural employment. 

Any housing provided to employees forth is Project will be subject to CCR regulations found in the Source 
Guide for Federal & State Requirement for Employees and Migrant Housing. 

Project Processing Environment 

The Plot Plan includes a existing 20x50 permitted Agriculture Exempt structure onsite that is furnished to 
support trimming, curing, grading, sorting, and storage, and temporary labor housing activities, the 
structure will need to be retrofitted to meet commercial building standards to support processing . 
functions. There is a proposal for a 20x40 barn on site that would be intended to support drying activities. 
It is expected that structures forth is project would support a maximum of ten (10) people during peak 
processing activities . Applicant may propose additional structural development to accommodate 
enhanced operational needs. 
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Noti fi cation of Occupancy & Terms 

As per the DIR and the US-DOL, all notices and labor postings would be provided and visible to all onsite 
employees. Any notification of occupancy status and terms of employee occupancy would be posted in 
compliance with all local, State, and Federal laws governing agricultural employers under the following 
regulatory bodies and regulations: 

• California Agricultural Labor Relations Act (CALRA). 

• California Occupational Safety & Health Administration (Cal/OSHA). 
• Department of Industrial Relations (DIR). 
• State and National Agricultural Labor Relations Board (CLRB & NLRB). 

• U.S. Departmentoflabor (US-DOL). 

Maintenance of Sanitary Facility 

To help ensure the quality offinished product, a clean working environment would be maintained during 
the drying, curing, processing, and packaging stages of cultivation. Among other benefits, this would 
prevent pate ntial contamination between crop batches. Al I product would be batch tested prior to 
processing. In the event of a recall, it would be assured that each batch or variety has not become 
contaminated during these stages within the processing facility. 

Dust Control Measures 

In the event of high dust levels, all processing environments would maintain clean working areas to 
prevent pate ntial dust exposure toe mployees. 

To ensure product quality and to prevent potential contamination of processing environments, certain 
dust control measures would be implemented. These measures would include maintenance of sanitary 
working environments and possible airfiltration systems. 

Water Access & Facilities 

The Project site would provide employees with access to the following facilities/resources within 
reasonable proximity to work areas: 

• Handwashing facilities (processing area). 

• Onsite potable water(work areas). 
• Restroom facilities (processing area). 

Waste Management Standards 

Common waste products that would be used or generated onsite include: 

• Fertilizers. 

• Fuels. 
• Household chemicals. 

• Human refuse. 

• Pesticides/herbicides/fungicides. 
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To ensure mitigation of potential pollution of grounds, nearby waterways, and ecological habitats, the 
propertreatment, storage, removal, and overall security of these products would be ensured via use of a 
dedicated area and containers that are covered and watertight. 

Hazardous Materia ls 

Hazardous waste is broadly defined as a waste or combination of wastes which, because of its quantity, 
concentration, or physical or chemical characteristics, may either 1) cause or significantly contribute to an 
increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible illness, or 2) pose a substantial present or 
potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, 
disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

Hazardous waste can be a solid, semi-solid, liquid, or a contained gaseous substance that may have one or 
more of the following properties: 

• Carcinogenicity. 
• Corrosivity. 
• lgnitability. 
• Pe rsiste nee or bioaccumulation. 
• Reactivity. 
• Toxicity. 

As per the CCR, Title 22, § 66261.21-24, Characteristic Hazardous Wastes, hazardous wastes are those that 
exhibit certain measurable and/or observable properties and are designated as D code wastes. Four 
characteristics are used to determine whether a waste is hazardous: 

• lgnitability (CCR, Title 22, § 66261.21): "Ignitable wastes can readily catch fire and sustain 
combustion. Many paints, cleaners, and other liquid industrial wastes pose such a hazard. " 

• Corrosivity (CCR, Title 22, § 66261.22): "Corrosive wastes are acidic(low pH) or basic(high pH). 
Such wastes can readily corrode or dissolve flesh, metal, or other materials. Liquid wastes or 
nonliquid wastes (when mixed with water) exhibit the characteristic for corrosiveness if they have 
a pH less than or equal to 2 (pH :S2) or greaterthan or equal to 12.5 (pH >12.5)." 

• Reactivity (CCR, Title 22, § 66261.23): "Reactive wastes readily explode orundergo violent 
reactions. " 

• Toxicity (CCR. Title 22, § 66261.24(a)(1)): "A waste which exhibits the characteristic of toxicity has 
a potential to harm humans when eaten, inhaled, or touched. Toxic waste can also negatively 
affect the environment." 

Fuels that may be used for small equipment and machinery may include gasoline, oils, and diesel. All fuels 
would be stored perCUPA fuel and chemical storage guidelines. 

To meet DEH standards, applicants must maintain a list of and describe all compressed gases, cleaners, 
and sanitizers (including, but not limited to, household chemicals, bleach, and alcohol) and document 
quantities stored onsite . Fuels, pesticides, and other agricultural/household chemicals are required to be 
stored in locked containment, separate from other input products. Any substance in use shall be 
accompanied by a posted notification that clearly identifies its nature. To prevent spills onto ground 
surfaces, any motors, fuel containers, etc. would be stored in drop pans and within an enclosed area . 
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Quantities thattriggerdisclosure are based on the maximum amount onsite at any time: 

• 55 gallons, 500 pounds, or 200 cubicfeet (for 30 days or more at any time during a year). 
• Any amount of hazardous waste. 
• Category I or II pesticides. 

• Explosives. 
• Extremely hazardous substances (above the planning threshold). 

MSDS for all fertilizers, soil amendments, and pesticides (including examples produced organically) would 
be furnished and made available on site. Compressed gases, cleaners, and sanitizers are stored on the 
premises in the quantities outlined in the Gases and Cleaners inventory list that is maintained onsite. 

Applicants are required to list/describe all equipment maintenance performed onsite ( changing oil, 
antifreeze, etc.). Upon request, applicant will furnish information regarding ongoing maintenance of small 
machinery and equipment necessary to support cultivation activities . 

Agricultural Product Storage 

As per the DPR enforced by CDFA, projects that utilize pesticides and fertilizers must meet guidelines 
pursuant to the CCR, Title 3, § 6670, Division 6, Pesticide and Pesticide Control Operations. General 
guidelines dictate that chemicals are to be stored separately from fuels, oils, and similar products. 
Fertilizers and pesticides would be stored in locked containment within an enclosed outdoor structure. 

Chemical Spill Procedure/Handling 

In the event of emergency spills, the Chemical Spill Procedure would be followed and emergency services 
contacted via 9-1-1. The spill would then be reported to the Cal OES State Warning Center at 800-852-
7550 or 916-845-8911. 

Onsite Wastewater/Hazardous Wastes 

The CCR, Title 22, § 66262.7, Farmers, specifies the following: 

"(a) Waste pesticide, which meets the definition of hazardous waste, including rinse generated pursuant 
to subsection (b) of this section, generated as part of a commercial farming operation is not required to be 
managed in compliance with the standards in this chapter or chapters 14, 15, 18, or 20 of this division, 
provided the waste pesticide is applied as part of a commercial farming operation in a manner consistent 
with the use instructions on the pesticide label. 

(b) Pesticide containers, or inner liners from pesticide containers, generated by a commercial farming 
operation shall not be regulated as hazardous waste if the containerori nner liner is emptied by removing 
all the contents that can be removed by draining, pouring, pumping, or aspirating and the container or 
inner liner is triple rinsed with a liquid capable of dissolving the pesticide which the container held; and 

(1) the containeror inner liner is punctured, shredded, crushed, or otherwise similarly changed to 
prevent subsequent use or reuse and is disposed of; or 
(2) the container is punctured, shredded, crushed, or otherwise similarly changed to prevent 
subsequent use or reuse and is recycled by reclaiming its scrap value; or 
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(3) the container is reused in accordance with the provision of Health and Safety Code section 
25143.2(d)(6)." 

Further inspections may be required to identify the septic system's abilityto support increased use during 
peak seasonal work times and if it requires an upgrade to meet commercial standards. 

The site features a personal residence that is available to employees for waste facility access only. The site 
also features a shop that supports the propagation of nursery stock . 

The applicant must identify the total numberof personnel that the operation requires throughout the 
active working season. 

CCR, Title 8, § 3457 addresses field sanitation standards and requires employers offield workers to 
provide potable drinking water, toilets, and hand washing facilities to hand laborers in the field. The 
cultivation site is required to provide access to waste facilities within one-quarter (1/4) mile or a five (5) 
minute walk, whichever is shorter. 

If the primary septic system is not with in this accessibility threshold, a portable facility or pit privy may be 
provided in lieu of septic to support waste activities. The standards for portable waste facilities are as 

follow: 

• Toilet facilities: Shall be always operational, maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and kept 
in good repair. Records of service and maintenance shall be retained for two (2) years. 

• Chemical toilet wastewater tank: Shall be constructed of durable, easily cleanable material and 
have a minimum tank capacity of forty (40) gallons. Construction shall prevent splashing on the 
occupant, field, or road. 

• Chemical tanks: Contents shall be disposed of by draining or pumping into a sanitary sewer, an 
approved se ptictank of sufficient capacity, a suitably sized and constructed holding tank approved 
by the local health department, or any other method approved by the local health department. 

• Privies: Shall be moved to a new site or taken out of service when the pit is filled to within two (2) 
feet of the adjacent ground surface. When the privy is moved, the pit contents will be covered 
with at least two (2) feet of well-compacted dirt. 

Solid Waste Removal/Recycl ing 

Agricultural operations are required by the CCR, Title 14, Chapter 3, Article 5, Solid Waste Storage and 
Removal Standards to remove all garbage no less frequently than once per week. All waste and/or 
recycling materials must be processed by a permitted solid waste/recyclingfacility. 

Water Access 

Both the CCR and CEQA provide strict regulatory guidance pertaining to water access for California 
agricultural operations. 

For diversions within CDFW jurisdictions (per the LSA-1600/1602): 

"The Lake and Streambed Alteration Permit: Fish and Game Code§ LSA-1600 requires a permit prior to 
commencing any activity that may substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream, or 
lake or substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or 
lake. For more information, see http:bit.ly/23VJL8b." 

Prep a red for Redwood Valley Farms, LLC by AgDyna mix, LLC (Mar, 22, 2017) 
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For diversion within SWRCB jurisdictions (per CCR Water Code§ 5101): 

"A statement of diversion of surface water as required by, or other applicable permit, license, or 
registration. For more information: http://calsalmon.org/ programs/water-rights-education. Where 
surface water diversion provides any part of the water supply for irrigation of cannabis cultivation, the 
applicant shall either: 

(1) Consent to (a) forebear from any such diversion during the period from May 15 to October 31 
of each year and ( b) establish onsite water storage for retention of wet season flows sufficient to 
provide adequate irrigation water for the size of the area to be cultivated; or 

(2) Submit a water management plan prepared by a qualified person-such as a licensed engineer, 
hydrologist, or similarq ualified professional-that establishes a minimum water storage and 
forbearance period, if required, based upon local site conditions; or 

(3) Obtain approval from the SWRCB through enrollment pursuant to NCRWQCB Order No. 2015-
0023 and/orpreparationofa WRPP." 

For groundwater-only diversions (per County DEH): 

Wells: If using water from a well, the well must be permitted by the County. For more information, see 
http://bit.ly/lSGUTCr. 

Agricultural Product Storage 

As per the DPR enforced by CDFA, projects that utilize pesticides and fertilizers must meet guidelines 
pursuantto the CCR,§ 6670, Title 3, Division 6, Pesticide and Pesticide Control Operations. General 
guidelines dictate that chemicals are to be stored separately from fuels, oils, and similar products. 
Fertilizers and pesticides would be stored in locked containment within an enclosed outdoor structure. 

Chemical Spil l Procedure/Handling 

In the event of emergency spills, the Chemica/Spi/1 Procedure would be followed and emergency services 
contacted via 9-1-1. The spill would then be reported to the Cal OES State Warning Center at 800-852-
7550 or 916-845-8911. 

Pre pa red for Redwood Vall ey Farms, LLC by AgDyna mix, LLC (Mar, 22, 2017) 
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Security Plan 

The Project's Security Plan includes product security, inventory management, and diversion prevention. 
Pertinent regulatory I anguage includes the following: 

Assembly Bill 604 (AB-604), Article 3, Mandatory Commercial Registration,§ 26040 (5): "Security 
requirements, including, but not limited to, procedures for limiting access to facilities and for the 
screening of employees. The department shall require all registrants to maintain an accurate roster of any 
employee's name, date of birth, and relevant identifying information, which shall be available for 
inspection by the department or State or local law enforcement upon demand." 

AB-604, Article 3, Mandatory Commercial Registration,§ 26046 (a)(3): "Operating and inventory control 
procedures to ensure security and prevent diversion." 

AB-604, Article 3, Mandatory Commercial Registration,§ 26046 (a)(4): "Detailed operating procedures for 
the proposed facility, which shall include, but not be limited to, provisions for facility and operational 
security, prevention of diversion, employee screening, storage of medical cannabis, personnel policies, and 
record keeping procedures." 

Summary 

The Security Plan details efforts to prevent loss and diversion of medical cannabis product at all stages of 
its cultivation and processing, including drying, trimming, curing, processing, and packaging. Robust 
record keeping would be implemented and maintained for quality assurance, inventory management, and 
prevention of diversion. 

Measures of Security 

Several security measures would be involved in the comprehensive protection of medical cannabis 
product during the cultivation and processing lifecycles. These include exterior lighting, alarms, cameras 
and video capture, and the hardening of doors, windows, and fencing. 

Security measures would encompass,ata minimum: 

• Locked containment for product processing and storage (in development). 

• One locked gate property boundary (see plot plan). 
• Surveillance and monitoring systems (to be developed). 

Inventory Management 

An adequate record keeping system would be facilitated to adhere to the State's Track and Trace 
requirements of all cannabis products. This would include (but not be limited to) flower, trim, and stem to 
ensure zero diversion of product throughout processing. 

To prevent loss and diversion, all cannabis products would be stored under locked containment during the 
drying, curing, and packaging phases of processing. Products would also be subject to conformance with a 
checks and balances system to ensure the prevention of unintentional diversion. 

Pre pa red for Redwood Valley Farms, LLC by AgDyna mix, LLC (Mar, 22, 2017) 
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Prevention of Diversion 

The most vu lne ra bl e stage of product security is tra nsitto retai I outlets. The be st way toe nsure product 
safety and prevention of diversion and loss is to maintain adequate chain of custody records via the 
Agricultural Commissioner and initiate legal sales chains within the State of California. It is important that 
cultivators conduct due diligence about the intended end location of their products and ensure that it 
makes it through the system to a legal sales channel. 

A robust tracking program will be implemented under the oversight of the CDFA and local Agricultural 
Commissioner, in congruence with State's approved Track and Trace Program. This program aims to 
monitorthe entire cycle of chain of custody of all products and by-products th rough the lega I marketplace 
from nursery, to cultivator, distributor, to transporter, manufacturer, and to retai I. 

Additionally, retail outlets would be informed of expected delivery quantities. This would include packing 
slips, tamper-evident sea ls, verification of credibility, liability coverage, and manifests provided by licensed 
transporters and adequate records showi ngthe viability of the source. 

Prep a red far Redwood Valley Farms, LLC byAgDyna mix, LLC(Ma r, 22, 2017) 
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September 6, 2019 WDID:1_12CC417353 
 
 
 
JASON KIDD 
2100  GOLF COURSE  ROAD 
BAYSIDE, CA 95524 
 
 
 
Subject: Notice of Applicability -  Waste Discharge Requirements Water Quality 

Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ 
 
The attached Notice of Applicability provides notice that the requirements of the State 
Water Board Cannabis Cultivation Policy- Principles and Guidelines for Cannabis 
Cultivation (Policy), and the General Waste Discharge Requirements and Waiver of 
Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Waste Associated with Cannabis 
Cultivation Activities, Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ (General Order – previously WQ 
2017-0023-DWQ, with updates and revisions effective April 16, 2019) are applicable to 
the site as described below.  Based on the information provided, the Discharger self-
certifies the cannabis cultivation activities are consistent with the requirements of the 
State Water Board Policy and General Order. 
 
Please direct all submittals, discharge notifications, and questions regarding compliance 
and enforcement to the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Cannabis 
Program at (707) 576-2676 or northcoast.cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthias St. John 
Executive Officer 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 
190906_1L_1_12CC417353_1B16428CHUM_Redwood_Valley_Farms_NOA_TW 

2019.09.06 14:48:59 PDT

PLN-12310-CUP Redwood Valley Farms                     November 4, 2021 Page 62



 

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY – WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS, WATER 
QUALITY ORDER WQ 2019-0001-DWQ, JASON KIDD, HUMBOLDT COUNTY 
APN(s) 316-174-010 
 
Jason Kidd (hereafter “Discharger”) submitted information through the State Water 
Resources Control Board’s (State Water Board’s) online portal on June 17, 2019, for 
discharges of waste associated with cannabis cultivation related activities.  Based on 
the information provided, the Discharger self-certifies the cannabis cultivation activities 
are consistent with the requirements of the Policy and General Order.  This letter 
provides notice that the Policy and General Order are applicable to the site as described 
below.  You are hereby assigned waste discharge identification (WDID) number 
1_12CC417353.  The original WDID assigned by the North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board was 1B16428CHUM. 
 
The Discharger is responsible for all the applicable requirements in the Policy, General 
Order, and this Notice of Applicability (NOA).  This includes making any necessary 
changes to the enrollment, and the Discharger is the sole person or entity with legal 
authority to make those changes. The Discharger will be held liable for any 
noncompliance with the Policy, General Order, and the NOA. 
 

1. FACILITY AND DISCHARGE DESCRIPTION 
All dischargers enrolled under the North Coast Regional Water Board’s Order (R1-2015-
0023) or the Central Valley Regional Water Board’s Order (R5-2015-0113) as of 
October 17, 2017, (the adoption date of the General Order) may retain the reduced 
setbacks applicable under the appropriate Regional Water Board order unless the 
Executive Officer for the appropriate Regional Board determines that the reduced 
setbacks applicable under their regional order are not protective of water quality.  
However, sites that expand their cannabis cultivation area or other cannabis related 
activities must comply with the riparian setbacks in the General Order. 
 
The information submitted by the Discharger states the disturbed area is equal to or 
greater than 2,000 square feet and less than 1 acre (43,560 square feet) no portion of 
the disturbed area is within the setback requirements, no portion of the disturbed area is 
located on a slope greater than 30 percent, and the cannabis cultivation area is less 
than or equal to 1 acre. 
 
Based on the information submitted by the Discharger, the cannabis cultivation activities 
are classified as Tier 1 Low Risk. 

 

2. SITE-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS  
The Policy and General Order are available on the Internet at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/cannabis_water_quali
ty.html 
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The Discharger shall ensure that all site operating personnel know, understand, and 
comply with the requirements contained in the Policy, General Order, this NOA, and the 
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP, Attachment B of the General Order).  Note 
that the General Order contains standard provisions, general requirements, and 
prohibitions that apply to all cannabis cultivation activities.   
 
The application requires the Discharger to self-certify that all applicable Best Practicable 
Treatment or Control (BPTC) measures are being implemented, or will be implemented 
by the onset of the winter period (November 15 - April 1), following the enrollment date.  
Landowners of the cultivation site in the North Coast Region are required to submit and 
implement Site Management Plans that describes how BPTC measures are 
implemented property-wide, including BPTC measures implemented to address 
discharges from legacy activities (e.g. former timber harvest, road building, mining, etc.) 
at the site per Provision C.1.a. of the General Order.  Dischargers that cannot 
implement all applicable BPTC measures by the onset of the winter period, following 
their enrollment date, shall submit to the appropriate Regional Water Board a Site 
Management Plan that includes a time schedule and scope of work for use by the 
Regional Water Board in developing a compliance schedule as described in Attachment 
A of the General Order. 
 
The Policy and General Order require that, prior to conducting any work in streams or 
wetlands, the Discharger obtain water quality certification from the Water Boards and 
other required permits from other agencies (e.g. a Clean Water Act section 404 permit 
from the United States Army Corps of Engineers, a Lake and Streambed Alteration 
Agreement from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and other local permits). 
Enrollment in the General Order requires that the Discharger obtain water quality 
certification for any such work, but this NOA does not provide the necessary 
certification. If the Discharger proposes or requires work in streams or wetlands, they 
must apply for water quality certification separately by filling out and submitting a 
separate application for that work. The application is available for download at the 
following Regional Water Board website: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/ 
 
Currently, the direct link to that application is as follows: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/pdf/19040
3/180731_031616_401_WQ2017-0023-Application.pdf 
 
Note: Water Quality Certifications require separate application and monitoring fees. A 
fee calculator and additional information are available at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/water_quality_certifi
cation/#401_calc 
 
During reasonable hours, the Discharger shall allow the State Water Board or Regional 
Water Board (collectively Water Boards), California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
CAL FIRE, and any other authorized representatives of the Water Boards upon 
presentation of a badge, employee identification card, or similar credentials, to: 
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i. enter premises and facilities where cannabis is cultivated; where water is 
diverted, stored, or used; where wastes are treated, stored, or disposed; or in 
which any records are kept;  

i. access and copy, any records required to be kept under the terms and 
conditions of the Policy and General Order; 

ii. inspect, photograph, and record audio and video, any cannabis cultivation 
sites, and associated premises, facilities, monitoring equipment or device, 
practices, or operations regulated or required by the Policy and General 
Order; and 

iii. sample, monitor, photograph, and record audio and video of site conditions, 
any discharge, waste material substances, or water quality parameters at any 
location for the purpose of assuring compliance with the Policy and General 
Order. 

 

3. TECHNICAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS 
The following technical report(s) shall be submitted by the Discharger as described 
below:  
 
A Site Management Plan, by September 14, 2019, consistent with the requirements of 
General Order Provision C.1.a., and Attachment A, Section 5.  Attachment D of the 
General Order provides guidance on the contents of the Site Management Plan. 
 
A Site Closure Report must be submitted 90 days prior to permanently ending cannabis 
cultivation activities and seeking to rescind coverage under the General Order. The Site 
Closure Report must be consistent with the requirements of General Order Provision 
C.1.e., and Attachment A, Section 5. Attachment D of the General Order provides 
guidance on the contents of the Site Closure Report. 

 

4. MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM  
The Discharger shall comply with all provisions of the Monitoring and Reporting 
Program (MRP), which appears as Attachment B to the General Order.  The Discharger 
shall also comply with all provisions of the North Coast Regional Supplement to Annual 
Monitoring and Reporting Requirements for Statewide Cannabis General Order WQ 
2017-0023-DWQ (Regional Supplement), which independently appears as Investigative 
Order No. R1-2019-0023, issued by the Regional Water Board Executive Officer on 
March 22, 2019.  Annual reports for both sets of requirements shall be submitted to the 
Regional Water Board in a combined report by March 1 following the year being 
monitored through the online portal (https://public2.waterboards.ca.gov/cgo).  The 
Discharger shall not implement any changes to the MRP or to the Regional Supplement 
unless and until a revised MRP or Regional Supplement is issued by the Regional 
Water Board Executive Officer or the State Water Board Division of Water Quality 
Deputy Director, or the State Water Board Chief Deputy Director. 
 
A copy of Attachment B to the General Order can be obtained online at the following 
location, or by contacting staff at the phone number and email address listed below. 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2019/w
qo2019_0001_dwq.pdf#page=32. 
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A copy of the Regional Supplement can be obtained online at the following location, or 
by contacting staff at the phone number and email address listed below. 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/adopted_orders/pdf/2019/1
9_0023_Regional%20Supplement%2013267%20Order.pdf. 
 
5. ANNUAL FEE 
According to the information submitted, the discharge is classified as Tier 1 Low Risk. 
The 2018-2019 annual fee for that tier and risk level was set at $600, but please note 
that the Fee Schedule is updated annually and future fees may be invoiced at different 
rates. Invoices are sent by the State Water Board at the beginning of each calendar 
year (generally in February). Do not submit payments without receiving an invoice. If 
you have questions or concerns about your fees please contact the Fee Branch at 
FeeBranch@waterboards.ca.gov or (916) 341-5247.  The fee is due and payable on an 
annual basis until coverage under this General Order is formally rescinded.  To rescind 
coverage, the Discharger must submit a Request for Termination in writing through the 
online portal (available at: https://public2.waterboards.ca.gov/cgo), including a Site 
Closure Report at least 90 days prior to termination of activities and include a final MRP 
report. 
 
6. TERMINATION OF COVERAGE UNDER THE GENERAL ORDER & REGIONAL 

WATER BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION  
Enrollees that propose to terminate coverage under the General Order must submit a 
Request for Termination in writing through the online portal  
(https://public2.waterboards.ca.gov/cgo). The Request for Termination consists of a 
formal statement regarding the reason for requesting termination (i.e. cultivation is no 
longer occurring, the property is being sold, etc.), documentation that the site is in 
compliance with the General Order, including dated photographs and a written 
discussion. If the site is not meeting the requirements of the General Order, then the 
enrollment cannot be terminated. Regional Water Board staff will review the Request for 
Termination for completeness before determining if a property inspection, enrollment 
termination, or a request for additional information is appropriate.  
 
If the Discharger cannot comply with the General Order, or will be unable to implement 
an applicable BPTC measure contained in Attachment A by the onset of the winter 
period each year, the Discharger shall notify the North Coast Regional Cannabis Unit 
staff at (707) 576-2676 or northcoast.cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov so that a site-
specific compliance schedule can be developed. 
 
 
 

Cc: Kevin Porzio, State Water Resources Control Board, 
dwq.cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov 
Cheri Sanville, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
cheri.sanville@wildlife.ca.gov 
Cliff Johnson, Humboldt County Planning and Building, 
cjohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 

REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those agencies 

that provided written comments are checked off. 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Building Inspection Division ✓ Comments  Attached 

Division Environmental Health ✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Public Works, Land Use Division ✓ Comments Attached  

CAL FIRE ✓ Comments Attached 

California Department of Fish & 

Wildlife 
 No Response Attached – Planning 

staff request for 

comments 

Northwest Information Center ✓ Further Study On file and confidential 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville 

Rancheria 
✓ Comments  On file and confidential 

Tsnungwe Council  No Response  

Northern Humboldt Hight School 

District 
✓ Comments Attached 

Green Point Elementary School 

District 
 No Response  

Humboldt County Sheriff  No Response  

Humboldt County Agricultural 

Commissioner 

 No Response  

Humboldt County District Attorney  No Response  

North Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board  
 No Response  
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From: Meghan Ryan
To: "Van Hattem, Michael@Wildlife"
Cc: "Johnson, Cliff"; Megan Marruffo
Subject: APPS #12310, APN: 316-174-010, Redwood Valley Farms, LLC: PROJECTED HEARING DATE: September 16,

2021
Date: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 12:27:00 PM
Attachments: 12310 Streambed Alteration Agreement.pdf

Good afternoon, Michael – I hope you’re doing well. I am writing to see if CDFW has comments for
the Redwood Valley Farms, LLC, project that is located near the Titlow Hill area. There is a final
Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by CDFW (see attached). The project description is the
following:
 
A Conditional Use Permit for an existing 14,180 square foot (SF) outdoor cannabis cultivation with
660 SF of ancillary propagation. Irrigation water is sourced from a stream diversion and a
rainwater catchment pond on the subject parcel. Existing available water storage is 422,500
gallons, including the 390,000-gallon pond, 12,500 gallons in a series of hard-sided tanks, and a
20,000-gallon bladder. Estimated annual water usage is 217,900 gallons. Processing, including
drying, curing, and packing, occurs onsite within an existing 1,000 SF agricultural barn. A
maximum of ten (10) employees may be utilized during peak operations. Power is provided by
solar, with two (2) generators utilized for drying, curing, and supplemental domestic uses. There
are long-term plans to incorporate additional solar power or connect to Pacific Gas and Electric
Company (PG&E) in the future. The applicant also seeks a Special Permit for development within
the Streamside Management Area for the use and maintenance of the point of diversion.
 
If CDFW has any questions or comments regarding this project, please let me know.

Best,
Meghan
 

Meghan Ryan
Planning Director
LACO Associates
Eureka | Ukiah | Santa Rosa | Chico
Advancing the quality of life for generations to come
707 443-5054
http://www.lacoassociates.com

This e-mail and its attachments are confidential. E-mail transmission cannot be assured to be secure or without error. LACO
Associates therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message. The recipient bears
the responsibility for checking its accuracy against corresponding originally signed documents. If you are not the named
addressee you should not disseminate, distribute, or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender or
postmaster@lacoassociates.us by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake, and delete this e-mail from your system.
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