
The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hil Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road. Signatures gathered October 5 - October 10, 2021.
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The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road. SignaturesgatheredOctober 5 - October10, 2021.
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application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
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The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road. SignaturesgatheredOctober 5- October10,2021.
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The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
known as 1734VWarren Creek Road. Signatures gathered October 5 - October 10, 2021.

Printed name Signature Address

63waenCieelce)JamieShelock
Ross Hohns
JeaaifecKerte
Wes hWiaters

Demis hasar
Becty Kile

haSeleca

163%wsteoCicelk R!
636 WarenCreek d
|b 30B WeeesCGeek



The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Waren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackbery Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marjuana cultivation operation. Aplication Number: PLN-12176-CUP,onproperty
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road. Signatures gathered October5- October 10, 2021.
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The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road. Signatures gathered October5 -October 10, 2021.

Printed name Signature Address

liticia thertAlkr Pshhtl
Alhce Able
ACIA

1200WaresCreskKod Aettca4532)akeable 120warrencreek roodAYcaba



The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation.
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road.

Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
Signatures gathered October 5-October 10, 2021.
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The following signatures are of neighbors on Burlwood, Warren Creek Road, Cedar Hill Lane and Blackberry Lane opposing the
application of Rocci Costa for a commercial marijuana cultivation operation. Application Number: PLN-12176-CUP, on property
known as 1734 Warren Creek Road. Signatures gathered October 5 - October 10, 2021.
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October 11, 2021 

 

Members of the Board of Supervisors 

Subject: Rocci Costa  Re-location Appeal Permit PLN-12176-CUP 

 

On September 17th I received a call from Cliff Johnson advising me that the Costas had filed an 
appeal.  This was a shock to me and our community.  We had thought that with the Board’s 
resolution on March 16th this matter was over. Cliff also said they were scheduling a Zoom call 
on September 30 for a dialog on this appeal. 

It is important to note that my receiving a call from Cliff Johnson on September 17th advising me 
that the Costas had filed an appeal was a shock to me and our community.   At the meeting last 
Thursday John Ford said the covenant could be revoked.  When asked by John Murray if this 
had been reviewed by the County Counsel John said no.  My question is where in either the 
County Code or State Law does it give John Ford the power to make this decision?  

At the Zoom meeting held on September 30 and attended by John Ford, members of the Costa 
family, and people from our community John stated that our objection to the Costa’s permit 
was based on two things: the cannabis odor, and our narrow one lane road. This is not true.  At 
the meeting that John facilitated in Sept of 2020 at Ron Borges’s house one of the first things he 
said that it was his understanding that our main objection to the Costa permit was based on our 
road and the required road improvements. 

My response to John was the road was not our number one objection. The most important 
issue was many in our community felt unsafe and fearful given the long history of incidents 
related to the Costa property. To be clear the road is an issue as it is important to us that we 
not widen it or create turnouts.  We feel strongly that the road is safer being kept as a one lane 
road around Warren Creek Farm. At this same meeting John stated that the Covenant 
Agreement we had negotiated for could be revoked.  When asked by John Murray if this had 
been reviewed by the County Counsel John said no.  My question is where in either the County 
Code or State Law does it give John Ford the power to make this decision?  
 
I want to point out that this is not a NIMBY exercise by our Community.  It is a "It Did Happen in 
My Back Yard" response to years of ugly incidents involving the Costas and people they allowed 
to live on, or use this property.  These incidents did not go away in 2017 when Rocci took over 
management of the property from his brother. I have included a document that provides a 
chronology of all of the incidents at the Costa property spanning the period from 2003-2021. 
Our Community stands by what is reported in this chronology. 

 



At the August 25, 2020 hearing with the Board of Supervisors the Board asked us to meet with 
the Costas to see if we could come up with a compromise. A couple weeks after this hearing we 
met at Ron Borges house on Warren Creek Road   It was a cordial meeting facilitated by 
Director Ford.  We made our position clear that our community would not support the Costa 
proposal for a 10,000 square foot grow. As stated above we confirmed that our objection was 
based on the health, safety, and welfare, of our community.  Ford asked the Costas about an 
alternative site they apparently had been looking at in Honeydew.  The conversation shifted to 
would this be a viable option for the Costas?  John then explained that our community would 
have to consent to allowing the Costa’s to transfer their permit to another location via the RRR 
process. In return we would get a signed covenant agreement stating that neither the present 
landowner or subsequent owners be allowed to have a commercial grow on this property. 
Bottom line, this is the agreement that was confirmed at our meeting.  
 

We are expecting this latest appeal will be denied based on the same findings that your 
Planning Commission, and Planning Staff made with their decisions to deny this  appeal. Both 
entities reached the same conclusion that under the provisions of the zoning laws for the Blue 
Lake Planning Area this permit is not compatible with the zoning laws for this area. They also 
agreed that allowing this grow does jeopardize the health, safety, and welfare of our 
community.  

After the March 16th Resolution we started to see an increase in the number of people that 
were walking the length of Warren Creek road from Burlwood Lane to the base of the hill near 
the Costa property.  The foot traffic volume has grown through the summer.  The reason for 
this increase is people feel safer.  Here is an example of the feedback received over the past 
several months:  

  “We add our thanks and appreciation for all the work that led to this.  Walking down the road 
this morning brought a feeling of tranquility and stability that has been missing during this long 
legal involvement.  We have our space back!" 

      Susan and Tom 

At the Zoom meeting with John Ford and the Costas John agreed with Laura that proper 
procedures had not been followed by the Planning Department.  If this was the case why was 
this issue not raised at the three prior hearings? We also heard a claim from Laura that they did 
not receive all the documents.  When asked what documents, no one was able to answer this 
question. The other issue that has come up a couple of times is Laura’s complaint that she was 
unable to attend the March 5 Planning Commission meeting because of a health issue. She said 
she felt that they were not prepared for this meeting.  She also said they could not get 
supporters to come to the March 5 meeting due to the short notice. It needs to be pointed out 
that the original date for this hearing was February 6th at 6 PM.  At 4PM on the 6th Elizabeth 
Moreno called me to let me know that three of the Commissioners were sick, thus they did not 
have a quorum and the meeting was being canceled. 



At the meeting on the 5th of March we had twenty people from our community get up and 
speak, and another 15 members of our community were asked by our first speaker to stand up 
and be recognized in support of our speakers. Bottom line is all parties had ample time to be 
prepared for the March 5 meeting. 

Costa Property Timeline of Reported Incidences 

Costa’s statement in their Appeal Document to the Board of Supervisors after the Planning 
Commission denied their Permit on page 9 states: Appellants Assertions: The Attack on 
Character: Public Comments were non- factual, hearsay, unsubstantiated and unmanaged. As 
stated previously our community stands by what we presented. 

2021- June 5: Costa’s tenant’s uncontrolled dog killed 35 of a neighbor’s chickens.  The 
following is a statement from the owner of the chickens: “I woke up to find that my entire flock 
of chickens had been killed by a dog coming from the Costa’s property. I spoke with the tenant 
and she said her dog got out.  She agreed to pay for the damages. We asked for only $25 per 
chicken a fraction of what it costs us. We only received $250.  It is very disappointing.  She also 
accidentally drove through our fence.  I would like to add that this spring and one other 
occasion I felt intimidated when Rocky stopped on the road and asked me where I live? I was by 
myself with my little girls in our garden. “ (She is referring to the land she leases for her garden 
and livestock) 

2020: March 5 Planning Commission Hearing. Rocci turned to the audience, addressing the 
Warren Creek Road neighbors in an accusatory manor he yelled that he had never seen us at 
the Blue Lake Grange Pancake breakfasts. By all accounts no one understood the point of this 
outburst or accusations. The Planning Chair interrupted Rocci and told him to address the 
Commissioners not the audience. 

2019-August 20 Sheriff Office Responds to call on Costa property and dealt with Vincent 
Edward Thompson.  Sheriff’s Case file does not list case number only lists name of person. 

 2019-Summer-Goat Incident.  Goats allowed to be tethered on Costa property break loose and 
enter neighbor’s house causing $500 in window damages.  Earlier another neighbor had called 
Rocci to inquire if he knew who owned the goats. A few hours later Robin Costa and the owners 
of the goats show up.  The neighbor directs the three of them to go down the hill as the goats 
had left his property. Owners of goats and Robin Costa arrive and accuse neighbors of freeing 
the goats. Owner’s anger escalates into an ugly scene that comes very close to a physical 
altercation. Neighbor did not report the incident to the Sheriff. All of this was witnessed by 
another neighbor. 

 (The neighbors chose to remain anonymous for fear of retribution) 

2019-September Board Meeting:  After the meeting Rocci Costa approached Myrna Weburg 
(then 80 years old), and with a threatening tone he said, “I will move that road.” He was 



referring to Myrna’s 50 foot right of way that runs through the Costa property and connects 
with the parcel of land owned by the Weburg Trust. Myrna told her family that his intimidation 
scared her, and that she worried about her safety since she lives close to the Costa property. 
Debbie felt intimidated and has not attended any of the subsequent hearings. She did send a 
letter to the Board for the hearing on Sept 25, 2020 and signed her letter. 

(Incident witnessed by Debbie Stamper and Sam Stinn) 

2018-February 6th Blue Lake Fire Department responded to a 911 call regarding a fire burn that 
was of concern on the Costa property. Incident number 18-0001028 for a legal controlled 
burn.  A neighbor driving home at night saw the fire and drove onto the Costa property to see 
what was happening and if they could help. A woman brandishing a weapon appeared and 
yelled for the person to get off the property, which they did. At this point they called 911. The 
dispatcher asked the person if they were safe and away from the person brandishing the 
weapon. The person responded that they were in a safe spot.  

(Incident reported anonymously out of fear of retribution.) 

2017 Squatters Vince and his girlfriend living in RV on Costa property prove to be real nuisance 
for our community.  Sheriff’s office called on more than one occasion for domestic violence. 
There were numerous incidents with community members over the entire period this couple 
were tenants on the Costa property 

2017-February 17th: Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department Case number 201700813 “ AWD 
not fire arm. 

2017-March 30th-Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department Case number 201701512 Domestic 
assault 

2016-Summer- Dinner guests accidentally turned into the Costa property. They were yelled at 
with obscenities and threats by people at Rocci’s grow site. 

2016-Summer- Another wrong turn this time by an HSU student we had hired for garden 
work.  He was met with angry comments and abusive racial slurs. He was badly shaken by the 
encounter. He begged us not to call the sheriff as he felt being a black person in Arcata he may 
be a target. We did not make the call.  He also said given the situation he would not be 
available for any future work. 

(Incidents reported by Mike and Kathleen Zeppegno) 

2016-Spring- A Pitt bull, followed by very large man, seemingly on drugs”, enters pregnant 
neighbor’s yard. He came from the direction of the  Costa's property. While dog is running 
wildly about and out of control the man begins screaming at her to get his dog.  Neighbor felt 
threatened and unsafe by his unrestrained and erratic behavior. Being alone she had difficulty 
in getting him to leave. 



(Neighbor chose to be anonymous because of her fear of the assailant) 

 2011-March 18th _ Arcata Fire Department incident 11-0001330 for a structure fire dual 
response with Blue Lake Fire Department. 

 2007-January 18th_  Arcata Fire Department incident 07-9000082 for an auto aid response for a 
building fire 

2003:- Kinzer children using Weburg’s River Access were threatened by tenant running at them 
with a baseball bat.  

The Costas claim they want to be good neighbors. In the past 18 years throughout all the 
turmoil, which has been reported in this document there has never been one contact from 
Rodney Costa or Rocci Costa to the neighbors of Warren Creek Road in the form of apologies, or 
to make amends. They have never accepted responsibility for the violence, and creation of fear 
that was created on their property , and the spillover and reverberations  experienced by the 
neighbors in various encounters. This pattern of disregard for the safety of our community has 
to be stopped now.  

 Respectfully, 

 

Mike Zeppegno 
707-616-0016 
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