
C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

C U R R E N T  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N  

3015 H Street, Eureka CA 95501 

Phone: (707)445-7541   Fax: (707) 268-3792 

Hearing Date: September 16, 2021 

To: Humboldt County Planning Commission 

From: Brian Millar, Contract Planner 

Subject: AT&T Mobility (New Cingular Wireless PCS), Special Permit for New 120-

Foot Tall Faux Water Tower 

Record Number PLN-2020-16754 

Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APN) 505-151-006 

Foster Avenue, Arcata Bottoms area 

Table of Contents Page 

Agenda Item Transmittal  2 

Recommended Action and Executive Summary 3 

Draft Resolution 4 

Maps 

Topo Map 

Zoning Map 

Aerial Map 

Accessor Parcel Map 

Land Use Map 

Zoning Designation Map 

Site Plan 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

19

Attachments 

Attachment 1: 

Attachment 2: 

Recommended Conditions of Approval 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

14 

18 

Attachment 3: 

Attachment 4: 

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations 

Public Comments 

56 

57 

Please contact Brian Millar by phone at (530) 902-9218 or by email at: brian@landlogistics.com, if 

you have any questions about the scheduled public hearing item. 

mailto:brian@landlogistics.com


 

AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

 

 

Hearing Date 

September 16, 2021 

Subject 

Special Permit for New 120-Foot Tall 

Faux Water Tower 

Contact 

Brian Millar, Contract Planner 

 

Project Description: The project is a Special Permit application proposing the construction of a 

new 120-foot tall faux water tower with ground-mounted equipment. The tower would be able to 

host up to four different wireless carriers. 

 

Project Location: The project is located in the Arcata Bottoms area, on the north side of Foster 

Avenue, approximately 100 feet northeast from the intersection of Foster Avenue and Janes Road 

on the property known as Assessor Parcel Number 505-151-006. 

 

Present Plan Land Use Designation: Residential Estates (RE) 2.5 

 

Present Zoning: Agricultural Exclusive (AE) and Agricultural General (AG – proposed tower 

location) 

 

Assessor Parcel Number: 505-151-006 

 

Record Number:  PLN-2020-16 754  

 

Applicant 

New Cingular Wireless PCS 

(AT&T Mobility) 

Taylika Logan Banks 

5001 Executive Parkway,  

  4W550E 

San Ramon, CA 94583 

Owners 

Shirley Butler 

886 Spring Street 

Arcata, CA 95521  

Agent 

EPIC Wireless Group, LLC 

Ashley Smith 

605 Coolidge Drive, Suite 100 

Folsom, CA 95630 

  

 

Environmental Review: Categorical Exemption, Class 3 

 

Major Issues: None  

 

State Appeal Status: Project is not appealable to the California Coastal Commission. 
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AT&T, Special Permit 

Record Number: PLN-2020-16754 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 505-151-006 

 

Recommended Action 

 

1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda; 

2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application; 

3. If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as part 

of the consent agenda: 

 

Find that the Planning Commission has considered the Categorical Exemption for the project as 

described by Section 15303 of the State CEQA Guidelines; make the required findings for 

approval of the Special Permit; and approve the AT&T Special Permit as recommended by staff 

and subject to the recommended conditions. 

 

Executive Summary:  

  

Background 

 

This item was considered by the Planning Commission at the July 15, August 5 and August 19, 2021 

meetings. After concluding public hearings on the application, the Commission voted 5-2 at its 

August 5, 2021 meeting indicating intent to approve the project, subject to staff provision of a 

resolution with findings and conditions of approval for the project. The project was carried over 

from the August 19th Commission meeting to allow for provision of an updated public hearing 

notice. 

 

Based on project design plans presented at the August 5, 2021 meeting (with plan details 

provided as an attachment to this September 16th Commission packet), the proposed project 

consists of a Special Permit application for the construction of a new 120-foot tall, freestanding 

faux water tower, to be located on a concrete foundation and with ground-mounted 

equipment. The tower would be able to host up to four different wireless carriers with equipment 

mounted inside the water tank area. The tower facility would be located within a 40 x 45-ft 

ground-lease area, located approximately 60 feet north of the property line along Foster 

Avenue.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Based upon the on-site inspection, a review of Planning Division reference sources, and comments 

from all involved referral agencies, Planning staff has found that the project is Categorically 

Exempt from CEQA review, and that the applicant has submitted evidence in support of making 

all of the required findings for approving the proposed 120-foot tall faux water tank tower per the 

Recommended Planning Commission Action. 

 

Alternative: The Planning Commission could recommend denial of the proposed Special Permit if 

the Commission finds that the submitted evidence does not support making all of the required 

findings.  However, based on this staff report, planning staff believes the submitted evidence does 

support making all of the required findings and does not recommend further consideration of this 

alternative.  
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 21- 

Record Number PLN-2020-16754 

Assessor Parcel Number: 505-151-006 

 

Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act and approving the AT&T Mobility Special Permit. 

 

 

WHEREAS, AT&T Mobility (AT&T), submitted an application for Special Permit to allow for the 

construction of a new 120 ft-tall freestanding faux water tower to be located with ground-

mounted equipment, with the ability to support four wireless carriers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division, the lead agency, has determined that the project is 

exempt from review pursuant to Section 15303 of the CEQA Guidelines (New Construction or 

Conversion of Small Structures); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held duly noticed public hearings on July 

15, August 5, August 19 and September 16, 2021; reviewed, considered, and discussed the 

application for a Special Permit; and reviewed and considered all evidence and testimony 

presented at the hearings. After concluding the public hearings, the Commission continued 

consideration of the application from its August 5 and August 19, 2021 meetings, and the item was 

noticed for consideration at the September 16, 2021 meeting. 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1. FINDING:  Project Description: The proposed project consists of a Special Permit 

application for the construction of a new 120-foot tall, freestanding 

faux water tower, to be located on a concrete foundation and with 

ground-mounted equipment. The tower would be able to host up to 

four different wireless carriers. The tower facility would be located 

within a 40 x 45-ft ground-lease area, located approximately 60 feet 

north of the property line along Foster Avenue, and 45 feet from the 

west property line. The current use of the site is agricultural (grazing). 

Access to the tower facility would be from a gated all-weather gravel 

driveway connection to Foster Avenue, opposite its intersection with 

Janes Road. The tower would be 120 feet in height, using a 

freestanding lattice tower design, with approximately the upper 41 

feet of the tower having a faux water tank. The water tank would be 

40 ft – 9 in tall and 17 ft wide, and constructed of a rustic-finish wood 

siding.  All four of the wireless facilities would be mounted inside the 

faux water tank. The 40 x 45-ft ground-lease area would be enclosed 

with a proposed 6-ft tall chain link fence. The tower would be located 

in the fenced area, along with equipment cabinet and equipment 

pad, fuel tank and a standby future generator (will only run during 

routine testing    or during an emergency loss of power).  

 
 EVIDENCE: a) Project File: PLN-2020-16754 

    

2. FINDING:  CEQA: The requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

have been met.  

 

 EVIDENCE: a) The County Planning Division, the lead agency, has determined that 

the project is exempt from review pursuant to Section 15303 of the 
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CEQA Guidelines (New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures) 

because the project is being undertaken by a regulated public utility 

with the purpose of increasing wireless coverage by filling gaps in the 

area’s cellular network through construction of a new cellular tower. 

The tower would be of sufficient height to support colocation by up to 

four wireless carriers. The tower and its ground-mounted equipment 

would be located in a 40 x45 ft area. 

    

3. FINDING:  The proposed development is in conformance with the County 

General Plan. Applicable Telecommunications Element provisions 

include: 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) §6.5 F: Design and Screening.  

1)Support structures shall be designed and painted to minimize visibility 

with a preference towards each of the following in the order so listed: 

1) use of existing structures, 2) stealth designs for concealment, and 3) 

monopoles. 

2)Component parts, equipment cabinets, buildings and security 

fencing shall be designed to achieve a minimum profile through 

painting, screening, landscaping, and architectural compatibly with 

surrounding structures. 

The project will utilize a faux water tank design, with placement of all 

four planned wireless carriers’ antenna equipment inside of the tank.  

3)Photo simulations or balloon tests with views form various vantage 

points shall be used to show visual impact of the proposed facility. 

Photo simulations were furnished in the original attachments to the 

Planning Commission. 

 

§6.5 E., Location and siting:  

1)Avoid siting along ridgelines unless screened from public view 

2)Avoid siting within views of scenic highways, public parks, recreation 

or cultural facilities or other public lands and coastal scenic or view 

areas. 

3)Setbacks shall be required between telecommunication facilities 

and residential dwelling units, public or private schools, and child 

daycare facilities. 

The proposed faux water tank tower would be located approximately 

400 ft northeast of an off-site residence, and 550 ft north an off-site 

school and church. The proposed tower setback would be 

approximately 60 ft from Foster Avenue, with partial screening of the 

tower afforded by a row of existing trees running along the property 

frontage. 

 

§6.5 A: Tiered Permitting: “Utilize permit processes that vary depending 

upon the physical characteristics of the facility, its location, and its 

compliance with specific development and performance standards” 

The project would be subject to compliance with County 

development standards and Special Permit conditions of approval for 

this project. 

 

§6.5 B., Performance Standards: “Standards for siting design, visibility, 

construction impacts, on-going operation, and other characteristics 

that affect the compatibility and environmental and safety impacts of 

proposed facilities.” 

The proposed faux water tank tower would be located approximately 

400 ft northeast of an off-site residence, and 550 ft north an off-site 
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school and church. The proposed tower lease space and tower would 

be accessible from the existing driveway encroachment to the site 

from Foster Avenue, with tower placement avoiding loss of any on-site 

trees and disruption to the agricultural use of the project site. The 

proposed tower setback would be approximately 60 ft from Foster 

Avenue, with partial screening of the tower afforded by a row of 

existing trees running along the property frontage. 

 

  b) The project complies with the County’s Housing Element as it will not 

add to nor subtract from the County Housing Inventory. No housing is 

located on the project site, which is in agricultural use. 

 

4. FINDING:  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the 

existing zone in which the site is located, and the proposed 

development conforms to all applicable standards and requirements 

of these regulations. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) 

 

 

b) 

 

 

 

c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d) 

The project area is zoned AG and AE (with the proposed tower to be 

located on the portion of the site zoned AG).  

 

The project is subject to approval of a Special Permit pursuant to the 

County’s zoning requirements. As noted herein, the required findings 

for approval of the Special Permit have been made. 

 

The proposed project is consistent with County policies and standards 

for new telecommunications facilities, including with respect to co-

location of telecommunications facilities. The proposed design 

includes use of a faux water tank, consisting of a rustic wood tank 

exterior to be painted a dark color, to support County policy for stealth 

tower design, and includes use of colocation by supporting 

placement of up to four wireless carriers’ antenna equipment within 

the faux water tank, further reducing visual impact.  

 

The project would be subject to obtaining County approval of a 

building permit, and would include review of engineer-designed 

construction plans. The structural integrity of the faux water tank tower 

will be monitored as required by the conditions of approval. The 

project will be required to comply with federally-mandated thresholds 

for human exposure to radio frequency emissions. The project, as 

proposed and pursuant to the Special Permit conditions of approval, 

will minimize aesthetic impacts through use of a stealth faux tank 

design and appropriate dark tower colors. 

5. FINDING:  The proposed development and conditions under which it may be 

operated or maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, 

safety, or welfare; or materially injurious to property or improvements 

in the vicinity. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As noted above, the proposed project is consistent with County 

General Plan policies and standards for new telecommunications 

facilities, including with respect to co-location of telecommunications 

facilities and facility design, and therefore, the required public health 

and safety findings can be made. The project proposes collation of 

four wireless carrier equipment groupings within the faux water tank. 

The project is subject to approval of a Special Permit pursuant to the 

County’s zoning requirements. As noted herein, the required findings 

for approval of the Special Permit can be made. 
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6. FINDING:  The proposed development does not reduce the residential density 

for any parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and 

Community Development in determining compliance with housing 

element law. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) The project does not include any residential development.  

 

DECISON 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission does hereby: 

 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 

• Conditionally approves the Special Permit, based upon the Findings and Evidence 

and subject to the conditions of approval attached hereto as Attachment 1 and 

incorporated herein by reference; and 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on September 16, 2021 

 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER __________________and second by COMMISSIONER 

______________ and the following ROLL CALL vote: 

 

AYES:  COMMISSIONERS:  

NOES:  COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS: 

DECISION:   

 

 

I, John H. Ford, Secretary of the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify 

the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter 

by said Planning Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.    

 

  

 

 

 

__________________________________                            

John H. Ford, Director 

Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 

      Conditions of Approval for the Special Permit  
  

APPROVAL OF THE PERMIT IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND REQUIREMENTS  
 
Conditions of Approval: 
 
1. The project shall be developed, operated and maintained in accordance with the approved 

Project Description, Site Plan, Operations Plan, and these Conditions of Approval. Changes to the 
project other than Minor Deviations as provided in §312-11.1 HCC shall require modification of this 
permit. 
 

2. Applicant/Owner shall submit plans by a California-licensed engineer for the Building Permit. 
Building plans submitted shall be consistent with conditions of approval that have been approved 
by the Zoning Administrator.  

  
3. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth 

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board 
of Supervisors.  The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision. Any and 
all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the 
Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.  

 
4. A Notice of Exemption (NOE) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this project  in 

accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date of permit 
approval, it is requested that the applicant submit a check or money order for the required filing 
fee in the amount of $50 payable to the Humboldt County Clerk/Recorder. If this payment is not 
received within this time period, the Department will file the NOE and will  charge this fee to the 
project. 

 
5. The applicant is responsible for receiving all necessary permits and/or approvals from other 

federal, state and local agencies.  
 

6. All work subject to Construction and Demolition and Inert debris as provided in California Code 
of Regulations T14 Chapter 5, Articles 5.9 (Transfer/Processing) and 6.0 (Disposal) will be 
performed in compliance with those regulations. 

 
5. Before the import of any Construction and Demolition and Inert debris (CDI) not generated by 

the demolition or construction on any parcel subject to this project, the applicant will consult 
with DEH Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) program staff for regulatory 
parameters.    

 
6. Before building permit final inspection and sign-off, the Applicant shall request an inspection  by the 

Planning Department. The Review for Conformance with Conditions fee shall be paid upon request 
of the inspection. This fee is in accordance with the County’s adopted Schedule of Fees and 
Charges. 

 
7. The new 120-ft tall faux water tank tower shall be fabricated or painted in a dark color so as to 

minimize the tower profile  and visual impacts. The color(s) used shall be approved by the Planning 
Director. 

 
8. The exterior of the anti-climb chain link fencing shall have informational signage posted with 

emergency contact information and for access to restricted areas.  The fence at   the ground level 
shall include a  brown or green slated chain link fence. 



 

9. Ground disturbing construction and grading shall employ fugitive dust control strategies (e.g., 
watering or similar methods) to prevent visible emissions from exceeding North Coast Air Quality 
Management District (NCAQMD) regulations and prevent public nuisance. Dust control practices 
during construction and grading shall achieve compliance with NCAQMD   fugitive dust emission 
standards. 

10. The Conditional Special Permit shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of two 
(2) years after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”); except where use in 
reliance on the permit has commenced prior to such anniversary date.  The period within 
which use must be commenced may be extended as provided by Section 312-11.3 of the 
Humboldt County Code.  
 

11. Applicant must apply for and obtain an encroachment permit for a commercial driveway on 
Foster Avenue. The permit will require the applicant to construct a driveway entrance surfaced 
with asphalt concrete or as approved by the Department of Public Works. [reference: County 
Code§ 411-11 (a)(b)] 

 
12. The permit will require the driveway entrance to be surfaced with asphalt concrete or 

Portland cement concrete. The paved area shall extend a minimum of 50 feet back from 
the edge of the existing roadway pavement and be flared a minimum of 30 feet at the 
intersection with the County road. The driveway shall intersect the County road at a 90° 
angle. The driveway grade shall not exceed 2% in the first 20 feet. [reference: County 
Code sections 314-109.1.2.2.5 and 411-51 (b)(3)] 

 
13. The County road is not constructed to allow on-street parking. All parking must be developed 

on-site, or applicant must construct a parking lane along the county road in a manner 
approved by this Department. All parking required by Code must be constructed prior to 
occupancy of building or "final" issued for building permit. [reference: County Code section 
314-109.1 et seq.] 

 
14. Site visibility must be maintained at the driveway approach in conformance with County     

Code. [reference: County Code section 341-1 et seq.] 
 

15. A cultural monitor and archaeologist shall be on-site during initial ground disturbing 
activities to ensure that tribal resources are not impacted through development activities. 
This requirement may be waived in the event that the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
for the Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria is able to visit the site and confirm no likely 
impacts. 

 
16. If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor on site shall 

cease all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A 
qualified archaeologist as well as the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to 
be contacted to evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and lead 
agency, develop a treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be 
avoided. 

 
Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 
groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are 
found, California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be 
contacted immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native 
American, the Native American Heritage Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner 
to determine appropriate treatment of the remains pursuant to Public Resources 
Code Section 5097.98. Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with Public Resources 
Code Section 5097.99.  
 

 



 

17. Applicant shall be responsible to correct any involved drainage problems to the satisfaction 
of the Department. 

On-going Requirements/Development Restrictions which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the Project: 
 

1. The painted tower shall be maintained for the life of the project. The color(s) used  shall be approved 
by the Planning Director. 
 

2. All new and existing outdoor lighting within the lease area shall be compatible with the existing 
setting and directed downward and within the property boundaries. 
 

3. Work/construction hours are between 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday. 
 

4. Routine generator testing shall be conducted during daylight hours between 9 am and 4 pm, 
Monday through Friday. 
 

5. Applicant shall ensure that noise generated by the operations shall not exceed 55 Ldn at all 
property lines. 
 

6. Applicant shall submit a request for Agency Review for substantial conformance on any proposed 
changes of the operation, including but not limited to additional users (co- location), and change 
of antennas/microwave dishes. The fee for this request is listed on the County of Humboldt Fees and 
Charges Worksheet, approved annually (typically December and implemented the next year) by 
the Board of Supervisors. 
 

7. The Department shall require a cumulative RF Report addressing use of up to four wireless carriers 
and related use of equipment, or a single RF Report addressing all four wireless carriers 
anticipated to utilize the tower, and for any future changes to antenna configuration or co-
location by another carrier, if proposed.  
 

8. The applicant shall submit a report every five (5) years regarding the structural integrity of the tower 
to the satisfaction of the Building Inspection Division.  The report shall be prepared and certified by 
a qualified licensed engineer. This condition will be administered by the Planning and Building 
Department - Building Inspection Division. 
 

9. In the event the permitted use of the communication tower has been discontinued for a period of 
90 consecutive days, the tower shall be deemed abandoned. After a tower has been 
considered abandoned, the owner/applicant shall have an additional 90 days to reactivate 
the permitted use of the tower; or transfer the tower to another owner/operator who makes actual 
use of the tower. If use has not been reactivated within the prescribed time period, all approvals 
shall automatically expire. Within 12 months of tower being deemed abandoned, the tower shall 
be dismantled and removed to an approved location along with all appurtenant structures. 
Dismantlement and removal shall be the responsibility of the applicant and property owner. 
 

10. The applicant shall contact the local fire service provider (Arcata Fire District)  and furnish written 
documentation from that agency of the available emergency response and fire suppression 
services and any recommended project mitigation measures. Mitigation measures shall be 
incorporated into the project, if applicable. If emergency response and fire suppression services 
are not provided, the applicant shall cause to be recorded an "ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO 
AVAILABLE EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES" for the parcel(s) on a form 
provided by the Humboldt County Planning Division. Document review fees as set forth in the 
schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of 
Supervisors will be required. 

 
 



 

Informational Notes: 
 
1. If buried archaeological, cultural or historical resources are encountered during construction 

activities, the contractor on-site shall call all work in the immediate area to halt temporarily, 
and a qualified archaeologist is to be contacted to evaluate the materials.  Prehistoric 
materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 
groundstone artifacts, dietary bone, and human burials.  If human burial is found during 
construction, state law requires that the County Coroner be contacted immediately.  If the 
remains are found to be those of a Native American, the California Native American Heritage 
Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine appropriate treatment of 
the remains. The applicant is ultimately responsible for ensuring compliance with this condition. 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) can provide information regarding the 
appropriate Tribal point(s) of contact for a specific area; the NAHC can be reached at (916) 653-
4082. Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 
groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are found, 
California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be contacted 
immediately at (707) 445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, the 
NAHC will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine appropriate treatment of the remains 
pursuant to PRC 5097.98. Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with PRC Section 5097.99. 

The applicant is ultimately responsible for ensuring compliance with this condition. 

2. FENCES/GATES: Pursuant to County Code Section 411-11 G) and California Streets & Highways 
Code Sections 1481 & 1482, fences are not allowed within the public right of way of County 
maintained roads. Prior to constructing any fences along (or near) the right of way line, the 
applicant is advised to consult with the Department of Public Works Encroachment Permit 
Office at 707.445.7205. 
 
It is important to note that fences constructed outside of the public right of way are still subject 
to the County's visibility Ordinance (County Code Section 341-1). Fences and gates on private 
property may need to be setback further to comply with the County Visibility Ordinance.  
 
Fences and gates taller than 6 feet may require a building permit. The applicant is advised   to 
consult with the Planning and Building Department - Building Division at 707.445.7245 prior to 
constructing any fences or gates. 

  



 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 

 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

 

Attachment 2 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the 

applicant in support of making the required findings.  (Note: the following materials are on file 

with the Planning Division. Except as noted, the below-listed information was previously provided 

to the Planning Commission): 

 

• Application Form  

• Applicant Project Statement  

• Alternatives Analysis  

• Wireless Coverage Analysis  

• Project Plans, depicting applicant’s modified Tower Design Plans (attached) 

• Photo-simulations (attached) 
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Attachment 3 

 

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation On File Attached 

County Building Inspection Division     

County P/W, Land Use Division  Approval   

Division of Environmental Health  Approval   

California Coastal Commission     

City of Arcata – Fire Department  Approval   

City of Arcata     

California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife  

    

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service     

Bear River Band (Tribal)  Conditional   

Blue Lake Rancheria (Tribal)  Inadvertent Discovery   

Wiyot Tribe  Inadvertent Discovery   

Northwest Information Center  Conditional   
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Attachment 4 

 

Public Comments 
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 All      Meet NBM

  New message

Favorites

Folders

 Inbox

 Drafts

 Sent Items

 Deleted Items 254

 Junk Email 14

 Archive

 Notes

Conversation History

hyundai

MNS

RSS Feeds

Tahoe

Unwanted

Viking

New folder

Groups

New group

Discover groups

Manage groups









 Delete  Archive  Junk   Move to   Cate

Results Filter 

Top results

Public Comment App 16754 Fri 12:32 PM
Gayle Paul Office Assistant Phone 707-268-3716 P… Inbox

Public Comment 16754 Tue 8/17
Gayle Paul Office Assistant Phone 707-268-3716 P… Inbox

Confidential Referral Response 16754 Tue 8/24
Paul, Gayle (gpaul1@co.humboldt.ca.us) has sent … Inbox

All results

Public Comment - 16754 8:13 AM
Gayle Paul Office Assistant Phone 707-268-3716 P… Inbox

Public Comment App 16754 Fri 12:32 PM
Gayle Paul Office Assistant Phone 707-268-3716 P… Inbox

Your daily briefing Fri 4:09 AM
Hi Brian Millar, Almost the end of the wee… Deleted Items

Your daily briefing Thu 8/26
Hi Brian Millar, Have a great Thursday! Co… Deleted Items

Confidential Referral Response 16754 Wed 8/25
This message is protected with Microsoft Info… Sent Items

Your daily briefing Wed 8/25
Hi Brian Millar, It's a new day! Commitmen… Deleted Items

Your daily briefing Tue 8/24


Paul, Gayle 

Paul, Gayle 

Paul, Gayle  


Paul, Gayle 

Paul, Gayle 

Cortana

Cortana

Brian Millar  


Cortana

Cortana

16754

Cell Tower Height  Download  Save to OneDrive

Cell Tower Height

Fri 8/27/2021 12:05 PM

Parcel Number: 505-151-006

Record ID: 16754

Topic: AT&T Cell Tower Height Increase

I am in favor of the AT&T cell tower coming to Humboldt County. I fly planes into the Humboldt Co
none at all). I feel that this is a great addition to the Arcata / Humboldt County area for first responde
development of the tower at the intersection of Foster and Janes Road on the FAUX water tower. Ad
fourth carrier for our community. 

Thanks,

Andrew Gonzales

Aircraft Dispatcher

UND Aerospace - Flight Operations

AG
Andrew Gonzales <andrew.j.gonzales21@gmail.com>

To:  Planning Clerk <planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Reply Forward
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From: Manuel Gonzales
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell phone Tower
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 2:30:21 PM

Hello,
We are emailing regarding Record ID 16754 and Parcel 505-151-006. We APPROVE of the cell phone tower to be
20 feet higher than the original plan. It’s important to have this so a fourth carrier can be added. This would be a
great asset to have for better cell phone coverage for the community!

Thank You,
Tricia and Manny Gonzales
9515 Therrell Drive
Houston, TX 77064

Sent from my iPhone
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From: June Moxon
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Cell tower
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 8:04:36 PM

We on Arcata Bottom need help.  Please approve the 20ft height extention on this cell tower.
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From: Ruth Park
To: Planning Clerk; Ruth Park; Tricia Gonzales; Karen Sacchi
Subject: Re: AT&T cell tower Parcel number 505-151-006 Record number PLN-2020-1675
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 1:00:53 PM

I understand that the cell tower needs to be built about 20 feet higher.  I am in favor of this to provide the
best tower service for everyone. 

Ruth Park
17515 Field Row Trail
Hockley, Tx.  77447

On Friday, July 30, 2021, 02:24:30 PM CDT, Ruth Park <ruthpark49@yahoo.com> wrote:

Parcel number 505-151-006
Record number PLN-2020-1675

I have been an AT&T customer most of my life and I am 72 years old.  I grew up with AT&T in  Ruston,
La. when they had telephone operators!  Even though the service of then was a lot more antiquated than
today it worked.  Today we need a good cell tower to assist with the life style and needs of our current
world.  I worked 47 years with computers and in the past 25 years we have certainly needed the phone
service to assist with the variance of the job market and the diversity of the world.  I have had to use other
services in parts of the country and they do not provide the service that one needs or desires. 

I live in Houston, Texas and the AT&T service is excellent!   I have family and friends in northern
California and many times when I call the service does not work correctly.   It would be wonderful if the
AT&T cell tower could be installed and start working for not only the people of Northern California, but the
people that call from many locations and desire better service.  

Please approve the tower.... 

Ruth Park
17515 Field Row Trail
Hockley, Tx. 77447
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From: Andrew Gonzales
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell Tower
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:32:41 AM

Parcel Number: 505-151-006

Record Number: PLN-2020-16754

Topic: AT&T Cell Tower

 

I am in favor of the AT&T cell tower coming to Humboldt County. I fly planes into the
Humboldt Country area from time to time and often experience poor reception (sometimes
none at all). I feel that this is a great addition to the Arcata / Humboldt County area for first
responders, visitors, and the general community. I ask you to consider and approve the
development of the tower at the intersection of Foster and Janes Road on the FAUX water
tower.

Thanks,

Andrew Gonzales

Aircraft Dispatcher

UND Aerospace - Flight Operations
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Barbara A Valdriz <bavaldri@pacbell.net>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Proposed AT&T Cell Tower on Foster & Janes

Record 2020-1675 
Parcel 505-151-006 
 
To Planning Commission -- 
I am requesting that the Planning Commission approve the AT&T Cell Tower proposal near the intersection 
of Foster Avenue and Janes Road. 
I frequently visit Humboldt County and frequently experience 'no service' and dropped calls on my cell phone 
with AT&T service in Arcata. The proposed Cell Tower should improve service coverage in Arcata. 
In addition, the cell tower design fits well with the agricultural land. 
Barbara Valdriz 
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Debbie johnson <rebquake@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2021 8:14 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Communication towers in Arcata (ATT proposed site # 202016754 )

  Communication is an important element of business ‐ emergency needs‐ learning& most private and public identities. I support 
the need for communication and I believe the “water Tower” proposed site by ATT  design fits our community far more 
aesthetically then the other purposed tower!   I like the fact there is no subdivision close and that the area chosen for the ATT 
Water Tower site if free of employees & commercial business.  
Make the right choice and choose the proposed Water Tower as the new communication tower site!  
A concerned Arcata citizen.  
     Debbie johnson   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Denise McNulty <denisedmcnulty@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 3:03 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Project, Record #2020-16754

Gentlemen:   
 
This is in regard to a proposed AT&T project at the above listed address.   
 
Let this email show that I am totally in favor of AT&T’s procurement in the Arcata Bottoms.   This is long overdue.  There are too 
many dead spots that need cell service, especially in emergencies.   
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Denise D. McNulty 
Concerned Citizen  
 
Sent from my iPad 

PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 65



1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Gayle Bear <gaylembear1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 6:17 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: ATT@celltower,parcel#505-151-006APMrecord#pln-2020-16754

I grew up in Humboldt County. I travel there often between Lincoln to Arcata,to visit relatives. There are many gaps in cell phone 
reception. There is a need for better cell coverage. I hope you welcome ATT into the community. Thanks.                            Gayle 
Bear 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Karen S
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell tower, PLN-2020-16754
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:25:09 AM

Regarding:  PLN-2020-16754,   Parcel # 505-151-006

I am the daughter Shirley Butler who is property owner of the proposed AT&T cell site
proposal.

I wish to call your attention to inaccurate information in the Planning Commission report
related to cell towers in Arcata bottoms, specifically, page 73 of 124, Alternate Site
Analysis, Butler Site on Foster Avenue. This page was prepared by PWM and rejects the
competing AT&T site proposal for various reasons but the picture and associated
annotations are NOT of the Butler property.

Further, I am aware of several other pages in the report prepared by PWM that state that
the owners are not interested supporting a cell tower on their properties.  In fact, I have
the spoken to many of those property owners and they state they have never been
contacted.  This raises question as to the veracity of other information presented by
PWM in that report.

If this is of concern to you please contact me and I am able to provide you with details of
many other discrepancies and misinformation in the PWM presentation.

Thank You,
  
Karen Sacchi
k.clipper@zoho.com
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From: giuntolifarms@suddenlink.net
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: PLN 2020-16754
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:54:46 AM

From the Giuntoli's, 1264 Warren Creek Road, Arcata CA 95521                  7/28/2021

Dear Planning Commission,

We are Paul and Carla Giuntoli.  Paul was born in Arcata and has worked in the the Arcata

 Bottem agriculture scene his entire life.  He is the owner of the ranch at 1171 Mad R. Road.

You may know it as the pumpkin patch!

 The cell tower project should be awarded to ATT because they picked the Butler property

as the best location after their research, and because the Bottems needs cell coverage ASAP,

and ATT is ready to roll.

The lack of coverage really hurt parents during COVID. Try working from home, or home

schooling your kids without internet service.

The lack of service compounds the problems agriculture faces, with younger people leaving

the farm, labor shortages and farm succession.  Young people are not happy without the

internet, and move to town.

Safety-wise, tourists from all over the world use our beaches and the Hammond Trail.  If the

 land-line goes down for any reason, without cell service it is over 4 miles from Mad R. beach

to Hwy 101.  Residents of Mad R. Road are well aware of their risk should they need 1st

responders of any kind. If there is an industrial accident, fire, heart attack, need for law

enforcement etc.  the situation could be life threatening.

Thank you for your consideration of our opinion.

Please consider this e-signed by Paul Giuntoli and Carla Giuntoli

PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 68

mailto:giuntolifarms@suddenlink.net
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


1

McClenagan, Laura

Subject: FW: Communication towers in Arcata (ATT proposed site # 202016754 )

 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Debbie johnson <rebquake@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2021 8:14 AM 
To: Planning Clerk <planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Subject: Communication towers in Arcata (ATT proposed site # 202016754 ) 
 
  Communication is an important element of business ‐ emergency needs‐ learning& most private and public identities. I support 
the need for communication and I believe the “water Tower” proposed site by ATT  design fits our community far more 
aesthetically then the other purposed tower!   I like the fact there is no subdivision close and that the area chosen for the ATT 
Water Tower site if free of employees & commercial business. 
Make the right choice and choose the proposed Water Tower as the new communication tower site! 
A concerned Arcata citizen. 
     Debbie johnson 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: the4johnsons@suddenlink.net
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Tower
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:52:28 AM

Re: parcel #505-151-006
Record # PLN-2020-16754

I understand that there are controversial issues over this tower. Being an R.N. in this country for over 20 years, I
think it is crucial for all persons to have 911 access with their cell phones. No coverage, no access.  Please consider
all environmental issues, including cell tower height.

Thank You,

Rosalyn Trautman
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From: manny gonzales
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell Tower
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:15:16 AM

 
Hello,

We are emailing concerning the future plans of the AT&T Cell Tower Parcel
Number 505-151-006 and Record Number PLN-2020-16754. Our family is highly
in favor of the new service coming to the Humboldt County area. We have been a
customer with AT&T for 25 years and will continue to be! We currently reside in
Houston Texas however we often travel to the Humboldt County area to visit our
family and quite frequently we have issues with the cell phone reception. We
strongly support and believe an additional carrier to the community would greatly
benefit the residents of Humboldt County. Please take into consideration the cell
phone tower at Foster and Janes Road as it's extremely important for the safety of
your residents and first responders. In addition, it will improve the cell phone
reception and provide faster streaming coverage to customers!

Thank You,

Tricia Gonzales
Manny Gonzales 

PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 71

mailto:sum-thin@att.net
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 72



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 73



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 74



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 75



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 76



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 77



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 78



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 79



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 80



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 81



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 82



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 83



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 84



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 85



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 86



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 87



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 88



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 89



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 90



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 91



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 92



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 93



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 94



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 95



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 96



PLN-2020-16754 New Cingular Wireless PCS                     September 16, 2021 Page 97




