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Please contact Brian Millar by phone at (530) 902-9218 or by email at: brian@landlogistics.com, if 
you have any questions about the scheduled public hearing item. 
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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 
 

 
Hearing Date 
August 5, 2021 

Subject 
Special Permit for New 100-Foot Tall 
Faux Water Tower 

Contact 
Brian Millar, Contract Planner 

 
Project Description: The project is a Special Permit application proposing the construction of a 
new 100-foot tall faux water tower with ground-mounted equipment. The tower would be able 
to host up to three different wireless carriers. 
 
Project Location: The project is located in the Arcata Bottoms area, on the north side of Foster 
Avenue, approximately 100 feet northeast from the intersection of Foster Avenue and Janes 
Road on the property known as Assessor Parcel Number 505-151-006. 
 
Present Plan Land Use Designation: Residential Estates (RE) 2.5 
 
Present Zoning: Agricultural Exclusive (AE) and Agricultural General (AG – proposed tower 
location) 
 
Assessor Parcel Number: 505-151-006 
 
Record Number:  PLN-2020-16 754  
 
Applicant 
New Cingular Wireless PCS 
(AT&T Mobility) 
Taylika Logan Banks 
5001 Executive Parkway,  
  4W550E 
San Ramon, CA 94583 

Owners 
Shirley Butler 
886 Spring Street 
Arcata, CA 95521  

Agent 
EPIC Wireless Group, LLC 
Ashley Smith 
605 Coolidge Drive, Suite 100 
Folsom, CA 95630 
  

 
Environmental Review: Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15270 a project is exempt from 
CEQA if the project will be rejected or disapproved by a public agency.  Staff is recommending 
denial of this project. 
 
Major Issues: General Plan consistency  
 
State Appeal Status: Project is not appealable to the California Coastal Commission. 
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AT&T (New Cingular Wireless), Use Permit 
Record Number: PLN-2020-16754 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 505-151-006 
 

Recommended Action 
 
1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda; 
2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application; 
3. If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to deny the application as part of 

the consent agenda: 
 
Find that the Planning Commission has considered the project pursuant to the State CEQA 
Guidelines, finding that the project is exempt from CEQA review pursuant to Section 15270 of the 
CEQA Guidelines (projects which are disapproved); find that the project is inconsistent with the 
Humboldt County General Plan and deny the application for the AT&T New Cingular Wireless 
Special Permit. 
 
Executive Summary:  
  
Background 
 
This item was considered by the Planning Commission at its July 15, 2021 meeting. After 
concluding a public hearing on the application, the Commission provided direction to staff 
indicating non-support of the project, and the agenda item was continued to the August 5, 2021 
meeting where the Commission would take action on the project. 
 
The proposed project consists of a Special Permit application for the construction of a new 
100-foot tall, freestanding faux water tower, to be located on a concrete foundation and with 
ground-mounted equipment. The tower would be able to host up to two different wireless 
carriers inside the water tank area, and a third wireless carrier on the tower support structure 
legs. The tower facility would be located within a 40 x 45-ft ground-lease area, located 
approximately 60 feet north of the property line along Foster Avenue.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Based upon the on-site inspection, a review of Planning Division reference sources, and 
comments from all involved referral agencies, Planning staff has found that, pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(4), a project is exempt from CEQA if the project is disapproved by a 
public agency (staff is recommending denial of this project); and that the applicant has not 
submitted evidence in support of making all of the required findings for approving the proposed 
100-foot tall faux water tower per the Recommended Planning Commission Action. 
 
Alternative: The Planning Commission could support of the proposed Special Permit if the 
Commission is able to determine that the submitted evidence supports making all of the 
required findings.  However, based on this staff report, planning staff believes the submitted 
evidence does not support making all of the required findings and does not recommend further 
consideration of this alternative.  
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

 
Resolution Number 21- 

 
Record Number PLN-2020-16754 

Assessor Parcel Number: 505-151-006 
 
Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act and denying the AT&T New Cingular Wireless Special Permit. 
 
 
WHEREAS, New Cingular Wireless submitted an application for Special Permit to allow for the 
construction of a new 100-foot tall freestanding faux water tower to be located with ground-
mounted equipment, with the ability to support three wireless carriers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the County Planning Division finds that, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15270), a 
project is exempt from CEQA if the project will be disapproved by a public agency.  Staff is 
recommending denial of this project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on July 
15, 2021; reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for a Special Permit; and reviewed 
and considered all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. After concluding the public 
hearing, the Commission continued consideration of the application to its August 5, 2021 meeting. 
 
Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 
 
1. FINDING:  Project Description: The proposed project consists of a Special 

Permit application for the construction of a new 100-foot tall, 
freestanding faux water tower, to be located on a concrete 
foundation and with ground-mounted equipment. The tower 
would be able to host up to three different wireless carriers. The 
tower facility would be located within a 40 x 45-ft ground-lease 
area, located approximately 60 feet north of the property line 
along Foster Avenue, and 45 feet from the west property line. The 
current use of the site is agricultural (grazing). Access to the tower 
facility would be from a gated all-weather gravel driveway 
connection to Foster Avenue, opposite its intersection with Janes 
Road. The tower would be 100 feet in height, using a freestanding 
lattice tower design, with the upper 24 feet of the tower having a 
faux water tank. The water tank would be 24 ft high (sitting 
between elevations 76 and 100 ft), and 17 feet wide, and 
constructed of a rustic-finish wood siding.  Two of the wireless 
facilities would be mounted inside the faux water tank, while 
equipment for a third carrier could be placed on the tower support 
structure legs. The 40 x 45-ft ground-lease area would be enclosed 
with a proposed 6-ft tall chain link fence. The tower would be 
located in the fenced area, along with equipment cabinets and 
equipment pads, fuel tank and a standby future generator (will 
only run during routine testing    or during an emergency loss of 
power).  
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 EVIDENCE: a) Project File: PLN-2020-16754 
    
2. FINDING:  CEQA: The requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

have been met.  
 

 EVIDENCE: a) The County Planning Division, the lead agency, finds that pursuant 
to CEQA Guidelines Section 15270), a project is exempt from CEQA 
if the project is disapproved by a public agency.   

    
3. FINDING:  The proposed development is not in conformance with the County 

General Plan. Applicable Telecommunications Element provisions 
include: 

    
 EVIDENCE: a) §6.5 F: Design and Screening.  

1)Support structures shall be designed and painted to minimize 
visibility with a preference towards each of the following in the order 
so listed: 1) use of existing structures, 2) stealth designs for 
concealment, and 3) monopoles. 
2)Component parts, equipment cabinets, buildings and security 
fencing shall be designed to achieve a minimum profile through 
painting, screening, landscaping, and architectural compatibly with 
surrounding structures. 
The project, while utilizing a faux water tank design, would result in 
placement of the proposed tower on a project site that contains no 
other structures. Additionally, the structure placement would be 
relatively close the Foster Avenue roadway (approximately 60 ft 
north), thereby increasing visibility of the tower. 
3)Photo simulations or balloon tests with views form various vantage 
points shall be used to show visual impact of the proposed facility. 
Photo simulations were furnished in the attachments. 
 
§6.5 E., Location and siting:  
1)Avoid siting along ridgelines unless screened from public view 
2)Avoid siting within views of scenic highways, public parks, 
recreation or cultural facilities or other public lands and coastal 
scenic or view areas 
3)Setbacks shall be required between telecommunication facilities 
and residential dwelling units, public or private schools, and child 
daycare facilities. 
The proposed tower would be located within approximately 400 ft of 
an off-site residence, and 550 ft to an off-site school and church (to 
the south). Combined with the proposed setback of approximately 
60 ft from Foster Avenue, the project would have increased visibility 
to area residents, the school and church, as well as users of the 
Arcata Bottoms area. 
 
§6.5 A: Tiered Permitting: “Utilize permit processes that vary 
depending upon the physical characteristics of the facility, its 
location, and its compliance with specific development and 
performance standards” 
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The project would be subject to compliance with County 
development standards and Use Permit conditions of approval for 
this project. 
 
§6.5 B., Performance Standards: “Standards for siting design, visibility, 
construction impacts, on-going operation, and other characteristics 
that affect the compatibility and environmental and safety impacts 
of proposed facilities.” 
The proposed tower would be located within approximately 400 ft of 
an off-site residence, and 550 ft to an off-site school and church (to 
the south). Combined with the proposed setback of approximately 
60 ft from Foster Avenue, the project would have increased visibility 
to area residents, the school and church, as well as users of the 
Arcata Bottoms area. 
 

  b) The project complies with the County’s Housing Element as it will not 
add to nor subtract from the County Housing Inventory. No housing is 
located on the project site, which is in agricultural use. 
 

4. FINDING:  The proposed development is inconsistent with the purposes of the 
existing zone in which the site is located, and the proposed 
development conforms to all applicable standards and requirements 
of these regulations. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a) 

 
 
b) 
 
 
 
c) 

The project area is zoned AG and AE (with the proposed tower to be 
located on the portion of the site zoned AG).  
 
The project is subject to approval of a Special Permit pursuant to the 
County’s zoning requirements. As noted herein, the required findings 
for approval of the Special Permit cannot be made. 
 
The proposed project is inconsistent with County policies and 
standards for new telecommunications facilities, including with 
respect to co-location of telecommunications facilities (more than 
three wireless carriers should be provided for to reduce potential for 
future placement of additional wireless towers in the Arcata Bottoms; 
and with respect to facility design (proximity to off-site residences, a 
school and church, as noted herein), combined with a nominal 
setback from Foster Avenue of approximately 60 ft. 

   
5. FINDING:  The proposed development and conditions under which it may be 

operated or maintained will be detrimental to the public health, 
safety, or welfare; or materially injurious to property or improvements 
in the vicinity. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As noted above, the proposed project is inconsistent with County 
General plan policies and standards for new telecommunications 
facilities, including with respect to co-location of 
telecommunications facilities and facility design, and therefore, the 
required public health and safety findings cannot be made. The 
project proposes collation of two wireless carrier equipment 
groupings within the faux water tank, and a third carrier on the lattice 
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b) 

tower support legs; additional wireless carriers would be preferred to 
reduce future potential for placement of other wireless carrier towers 
in the Arcata Bottoms.  
 
The project is subject to approval of a Special Permit pursuant to the 
County’s zoning requirements. As noted herein, the required findings 
for approval of the Special Permit cannot be made. 

    
6. FINDING:  The proposed development does not reduce the residential density 

for any parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and 
Community Development in determining compliance with housing 
element law. 

    
 EVIDENCE: a) The project does not include any residential development.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Planning 
Commission does hereby: 
 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 
 

• Denies the Special Permit, based upon the Findings and Evidence described 
herein; and 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on August 5, 2021 
 
I, John H. Ford, Secretary of the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled 
matter by said Planning Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.     

 
 
 
________________________________________________                            
John H. Ford, Director 
Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Planning Commission Staff Report for July 15, 2021

Attached Separately 
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Attachment 2 

     Public Comments 
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From: Andrew Gonzales
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell Tower
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:32:41 AM

Parcel Number: 505-151-006

Record Number: PLN-2020-16754

Topic: AT&T Cell Tower

 

I am in favor of the AT&T cell tower coming to Humboldt County. I fly planes into the
Humboldt Country area from time to time and often experience poor reception (sometimes
none at all). I feel that this is a great addition to the Arcata / Humboldt County area for first
responders, visitors, and the general community. I ask you to consider and approve the
development of the tower at the intersection of Foster and Janes Road on the FAUX water
tower.

Thanks,

Andrew Gonzales

Aircraft Dispatcher

UND Aerospace - Flight Operations
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Barbara A Valdriz <bavaldri@pacbell.net>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 12:22 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Proposed AT&T Cell Tower on Foster & Janes

Record 2020-1675 
Parcel 505-151-006 
 
To Planning Commission -- 
I am requesting that the Planning Commission approve the AT&T Cell Tower proposal near the intersection 
of Foster Avenue and Janes Road. 
I frequently visit Humboldt County and frequently experience 'no service' and dropped calls on my cell phone 
with AT&T service in Arcata. The proposed Cell Tower should improve service coverage in Arcata. 
In addition, the cell tower design fits well with the agricultural land. 
Barbara Valdriz 
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Debbie johnson <rebquake@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2021 8:14 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Communication towers in Arcata (ATT proposed site # 202016754 )

  Communication is an important element of business ‐ emergency needs‐ learning& most private and public identities. I support 
the need for communication and I believe the “water Tower” proposed site by ATT  design fits our community far more 
aesthetically then the other purposed tower!   I like the fact there is no subdivision close and that the area chosen for the ATT 
Water Tower site if free of employees & commercial business.  
Make the right choice and choose the proposed Water Tower as the new communication tower site!  
A concerned Arcata citizen.  
     Debbie johnson   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Denise McNulty <denisedmcnulty@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 3:03 PM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Project, Record #2020-16754

Gentlemen:   
 
This is in regard to a proposed AT&T project at the above listed address.   
 
Let this email show that I am totally in favor of AT&T’s procurement in the Arcata Bottoms.   This is long overdue.  There are too 
many dead spots that need cell service, especially in emergencies.   
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Denise D. McNulty 
Concerned Citizen  
 
Sent from my iPad 
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1

McClenagan, Laura

From: Gayle Bear <gaylembear1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 6:17 AM
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: ATT@celltower,parcel#505-151-006APMrecord#pln-2020-16754

I grew up in Humboldt County. I travel there often between Lincoln to Arcata,to visit relatives. There are many gaps in cell phone 
reception. There is a need for better cell coverage. I hope you welcome ATT into the community. Thanks.                            Gayle 
Bear 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Karen S
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell tower, PLN-2020-16754
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:25:09 AM

Regarding:  PLN-2020-16754,   Parcel # 505-151-006

I am the daughter Shirley Butler who is property owner of the proposed AT&T cell site
proposal.

I wish to call your attention to inaccurate information in the Planning Commission report
related to cell towers in Arcata bottoms, specifically, page 73 of 124, Alternate Site
Analysis, Butler Site on Foster Avenue. This page was prepared by PWM and rejects the
competing AT&T site proposal for various reasons but the picture and associated
annotations are NOT of the Butler property.

Further, I am aware of several other pages in the report prepared by PWM that state that
the owners are not interested supporting a cell tower on their properties.  In fact, I have
the spoken to many of those property owners and they state they have never been
contacted.  This raises question as to the veracity of other information presented by
PWM in that report.

If this is of concern to you please contact me and I am able to provide you with details of
many other discrepancies and misinformation in the PWM presentation.

Thank You,
  
Karen Sacchi
k.clipper@zoho.com
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From: giuntolifarms@suddenlink.net
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: PLN 2020-16754
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 8:54:46 AM

From the Giuntoli's, 1264 Warren Creek Road, Arcata CA 95521                  7/28/2021

Dear Planning Commission,

We are Paul and Carla Giuntoli.  Paul was born in Arcata and has worked in the the Arcata

 Bottem agriculture scene his entire life.  He is the owner of the ranch at 1171 Mad R. Road.

You may know it as the pumpkin patch!

 The cell tower project should be awarded to ATT because they picked the Butler property

as the best location after their research, and because the Bottems needs cell coverage ASAP,

and ATT is ready to roll.

The lack of coverage really hurt parents during COVID. Try working from home, or home

schooling your kids without internet service.

The lack of service compounds the problems agriculture faces, with younger people leaving

the farm, labor shortages and farm succession.  Young people are not happy without the

internet, and move to town.

Safety-wise, tourists from all over the world use our beaches and the Hammond Trail.  If the

 land-line goes down for any reason, without cell service it is over 4 miles from Mad R. beach

to Hwy 101.  Residents of Mad R. Road are well aware of their risk should they need 1st

responders of any kind. If there is an industrial accident, fire, heart attack, need for law

enforcement etc.  the situation could be life threatening.

Thank you for your consideration of our opinion.

Please consider this e-signed by Paul Giuntoli and Carla Giuntoli
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1

McClenagan, Laura

Subject: FW: Communication towers in Arcata (ATT proposed site # 202016754 )

 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Debbie johnson <rebquake@sbcglobal.net>  
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2021 8:14 AM 
To: Planning Clerk <planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Subject: Communication towers in Arcata (ATT proposed site # 202016754 ) 
 
  Communication is an important element of business ‐ emergency needs‐ learning& most private and public identities. I support 
the need for communication and I believe the “water Tower” proposed site by ATT  design fits our community far more 
aesthetically then the other purposed tower!   I like the fact there is no subdivision close and that the area chosen for the ATT 
Water Tower site if free of employees & commercial business. 
Make the right choice and choose the proposed Water Tower as the new communication tower site! 
A concerned Arcata citizen. 
     Debbie johnson 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: the4johnsons@suddenlink.net
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Tower
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 9:52:28 AM

Re: parcel #505-151-006
Record # PLN-2020-16754

I understand that there are controversial issues over this tower. Being an R.N. in this country for over 20 years, I
think it is crucial for all persons to have 911 access with their cell phones. No coverage, no access.  Please consider
all environmental issues, including cell tower height.

Thank You,

Rosalyn Trautman
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From: manny gonzales
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: AT&T Cell Tower
Date: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:15:16 AM

 
Hello,

We are emailing concerning the future plans of the AT&T Cell Tower Parcel
Number 505-151-006 and Record Number PLN-2020-16754. Our family is highly
in favor of the new service coming to the Humboldt County area. We have been a
customer with AT&T for 25 years and will continue to be! We currently reside in
Houston Texas however we often travel to the Humboldt County area to visit our
family and quite frequently we have issues with the cell phone reception. We
strongly support and believe an additional carrier to the community would greatly
benefit the residents of Humboldt County. Please take into consideration the cell
phone tower at Foster and Janes Road as it's extremely important for the safety of
your residents and first responders. In addition, it will improve the cell phone
reception and provide faster streaming coverage to customers!

Thank You,

Tricia Gonzales
Manny Gonzales 
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	John H. Ford, Director
	Planning and Building Department



