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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

 

 

Hearing Date 

July 15, 2021 

Subject 

Andrew Mesher Special Permit 

Contact 

Logan Shine, Contract Planner 

 

Project Description: Special permit for the after-the-fact permitting of tree removal on a 1.12-

acre parcel zoned Residential One Family (R-1).   The project is located in Humboldt County, 

in the Fortuna area, on the west side of Valley Avenue, approximately 580 feet north from the 

intersection of Valley Avenue and Annahy Drive, on the property known as 202 Valley Avenue.  

Little Palmer Creek bisects the property, and a mapped Streamside Management Area (SMA) 

buffer zone on each side of the creek covers the entire parcel between Valley Avenue and 

Tompkins Hill Road.  The parcel is currently developed with one (1) single-family residence, one 

(1) accessory structure and related sanitation and water infrastructure.  No other development 

is proposed at this time.  Tree removal occurred in areas with a slope greater than 30% grade 

which is also covered with other shrub and grass vegetation.  Trees  removed without a permit 

include eleven (11) Monterey pines ranging in diameter of 30” to 57” with an average stump 

diameter of 37.5”.  Staff conducted a site visit with a representative from California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife after receiving a site-specific Biological Assessment report with 

a Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (Henry, 2020). 

 

Project Location: This project is located in Humboldt County, in the Fortuna area, on the west 

side of Valley Avenue, approximately 580 feet north from the intersection of Valley Avenue 

and Annahy Drive, on the property known as 202 Valley Avenue. 

 

Present Plan Land Use Designation: Residential Low Density (RL), Density: Range is 1 to 7 units 

per acre, Fortuna Community Plan (FACP), 2017 General Plan, Slope Stability: Parcel is in many 

different Instability Zones (M). 

 

Present Zoning: Residential One Family (R-1), Building Site Area: One (1) acre (B-4), 

Manufactured Home (T). 

 

Assessor Parcel Numbers: 200-252-012 

 

Record Number:  PLN-2020-16825  

 

 

Applicant 

Andrew Mesher                        

202 Valley Ave.                        

Fortuna, CA 95540                         

 

Owners 

same as applicant                                                    

Agent 

N/A                                                           

  

 

Environmental Review: Project is exempt from environmental review per Section 15304(d) - 

Minor Alterations in Land. 

 

Major Issues: none.   

 

State Appeal Status: Project is not appealable to the California Coastal Commission. 
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Mesher Special Permit 

Record Number: PLN-2020-16825  

Assessor’s Parcel Numbers: 200-252-012 

Recommended Action 

 

1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda; 

2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application; 

3. If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as part 

of the consent agenda: 

 

Find that the Planning Commission has considered the project categorically exempt as 

described by Section 15304(d) of the State CEQA Guidelines; make the required findings for 

approval of the Special Permit; and approve the Mesher Special Permit as recommended by 

staff and subject to the recommended conditions. 

 

Executive Summary:  

 

Current Project 

 

A Special Permit to authorize the after-the-fact permitting of tree removal in a Streamside 

Management Area.  The trees removed are Monterey pine which are invasive to the area.  The 

management goal is to mitigate fire and windthrow hazards through vegetation removal and 

replanting native riparian species.  No additional development is proposed as part of this permit. 

 

Special permit for the after-the-fact permitting of tree removal on a 1.12-acre parcel zoned 

Residential One Family (R-1).   The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Fortuna area, on 

the west side of Valley Avenue, approximately 580 feet north from the intersection of Valley 

Avenue and Annahy Drive, on the property known as 202 Valley Avenue.  Little Palmer Creek 

bisects the property, and a mapped Streamside Management Area (SMA) buffer zone on each 

side of the creek covers the entire parcel between Valley Avenue and Tompkins Hill Road.  The 

parcel is currently developed with one (1) single-family residence, one (1) accessory structure and 

related sanitation and water infrastructure.  No other development is proposed at this time.  Tree 

removal occurred in areas with a slope greater than 30% grade which is also covered with other 

shrub and grass vegetation.  Trees  removed without a permit include eleven (11) Monterey pines 

ranging in diameter of 30” to 57” with an average stump diameter of  37.5”.  Staff conducted a 

site visit with a representative from California Department of Fish and Wildlife after receiving a site-

specific Biological Assessment report with a Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (Henry, 2020). 

 

Based upon the on-site inspection, a review of Planning Division reference sources, and comments 

from all involved referral agencies, Planning staff has found that the project will not result in a 

significant impact on the environment as proposed, and that the applicant has submitted 

evidence in support of making all of the required findings for approving the proposed after-the-

fact permitting per the Recommended Action. 

 

Alternative: The Planning Commission could recommend denial of the proposed Special Permit if 

the Administrator finds that the submitted evidence does not support making all of the required 

findings.  However, based on this staff report, planning staff believes the submitted evidence does 

support making all of the required findings and does not recommend further consideration of this 

alternative.  
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 21- 

Record Number PLN-2020-16825 

Assessor Parcel Numbers: 200-252-012 

 

Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act and conditionally approving the Mesher Special permit (16825). 

 

WHEREAS, Andrew Mesher submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a Special 

Permit to allow for the after-the-fact permitting of tree removal in a Streamside Management 

Area. 

 

WHEREAS, the County has determined that the project is categorically exempt from environmental 

review, as described by §15304(d) of CEQA Guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on, July 

15, 2021; reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for a Special Permit; and reviewed 

and considered all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1. FINDING:  Project Description: The application is for a Special Permit (SP) to 

allow for the after-the-fact permitting of tree removal in a Streamside 

Management Area (SMA). 

 

 EVIDENCE: a) Project File: PLN-2020-16825 

    

2. FINDING:  CEQA: The requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

have been met.   

 

 EVIDENCE: a) The revised Biological Assessment (Henry 2020) addresses project 

impacts related to water quality and sensitive habitat in the SMA. 

 

   FINDINGS FOR SPECIAL PERMIT 

    

3. FINDING:  The proposed development is in conformance with the County 

General Plan, including the Fortuna Area Community Plan (FACP). 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) The project complies with the County’s Housing Element as it will not 

add to nor subtract from the County Housing Inventory. 

   

  b) The project is located in a geologic area with many zones (M) of 

instability. The project area is located outside of the 100-year flood 

zone and the tsunami inundation area.  The property is located in the 

Local Responsibility Area (SRA) and is serviced by the Fortuna Fire 

Protection District, who responds to structural fires and medical 

emergencies. Based on these findings, the proposed development 

does not increase risks to hazards. 

   

  c) The project will include a protocol for monitoring and handling of 

inadvertent discoveries.  
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  d) The subject property is not located in a designated scenic view area. 

    

4. FINDING:  The proposed development, which is after-the-fact tree removal or 

grading, is consistent with the purposes of the existing zones, in which 

the site is located including the Residential One Family (R-1), Building 

Site Area: One (1) acre (B-4), Manufactured Home (T) combining 

zone policies; and the proposed development conforms to all 

applicable standards and requirements of these regulations. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) 

 

 

 

The submitted Biological Assessment (Henry, 2020) meets the 

requirement of Humboldt County Code Section 314-61.1.13 for 

development projects in the SMA. Replanting riparian vegetation in 

disturbed areas per Section 33.1.10 – Required Mitigation. 

 

  b) The development promotes replacement of exotic invasive tree and 

understory plants with native riparian species in conformance with 

County Zoning Regulation 313-33.1 – Stream and Riparian Corridor 

Protection. 

 

6. FINDING:  The development will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, 

or welfare; or materially injurious to property or improvements in the 

vicinity. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) Grading activity, including tree removal, is limited to an area less than 

one acre.  The Biological Assessment associated with the activity 

conforms to Section 331-14(h)(6)(c)of Humboldt County Code. 

    

7. FINDING:  The proposed development does not reduce the residential density 

for any parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and 

Community Development in determining compliance with housing 

element law. 

    

  a) The project does not include any residential development and will 

not limit future residential development on the property. 
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DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission does hereby: 

 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 

• Conditionally approves the Special Permit for Mesher (16825), based upon the 

Findings and Evidence and subject to the conditions of approval attached hereto 

as Attachment 1 and incorporated herein by reference; and 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 15, 2021 

 

I, John H. Ford, Planning Director of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the foregoing to 

be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said Planning 

Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.     

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________                            

John H. Ford, Planning Director 

Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

Conditions of Approval for the Special Permit  

  

APPROVAL OF THE PERMITS IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND REQUIREMENTS  

 

Conditions of Approval: 

 

1. The applicant follows recommendations made by CDFW in email correspondence dated 

February 11, 2021: 

 

a. The Streamside Management Area (SMA) shall be measured from top of bank or edge of 

riparian drip line.  

 

b. Invasive species such as cotoneaster, jubata grass, and bull thistle identified in the SMA 

shall be managed or removed. 

  

c. Vegetation management in the SMA will maintain at least fifty percent cover of willow 

and/or red alder. 

 

2.   The applicant follow the Recommended Mitigation and Monitoring Plan as written in the 

revised Biological Assessment (Henry 2020)  dated December 8, 2020 

 

3.  Changes in the project other than Minor Deviations from the Plot Plan as provided in HCC 

Section 312-11.1 shall require a modification of this permit.  

  

4. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth 

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board 

of Supervisors.  The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision.  Any and 

all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the 

Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.  

 

5. Within five (5) days of the effective date of the approval of this permit, the applicant shall 

submit a check to the Planning Division payable to the Humboldt County Recorder in the 

amount of $50.00. 

 

Informational Notes: 

 

1. If buried archaeological or historical resources are encountered during construction activities, 

the contractor on-site shall call all work in the immediate area to halt temporarily, and a 

qualified archaeologist is to be contacted to evaluate the materials.  Prehistoric materials may 

include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, groundstone artifacts, 

dietary bone, and human burials.  If human burial is found during construction, state law 

requires that the County Coroner be contacted immediately.  If the remains are found to be 

those of a Native American, the California Native American Heritage Commission will then be 

contacted by the Coroner to determine appropriate treatment of the remains.  The applicant 

is ultimately responsible for ensuring compliance with this condition. 
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2. The applicant is responsible for receiving all necessary permits and/or approvals from other 

federal, state and local agencies.  

 

3. The Special Permit shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of five (5) years 

after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”); except where use in reliance on 

the permit has commenced prior to such anniversary date.  The period within which use must 

be commenced may be extended as provided by Section 312-11.3 of the Humboldt County 

Code.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

Attachment 2 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant 

in support of making the required findings.  The following materials are on file with the Planning 

Division: 

• Application Form (in file)

• Plot Plan (attached)

• Tree Inventory (attached)

• Biological Assessment (Henry, 2020) (attached)

• Current Deed (in file)
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Tree Inventory, Meshner Special Permit PLN-2020-16825 
 

Tree No, on site 
Plan and Species 

Diameter at cut Distance from 
Structures 

Condition of Tree 

1   Approx. 57 in.   
2  Approx. 40 in.   
3 Approx. 34 in.   
4 Approx. 46 in.   
5 Approx. 41 in.   
6 Approx. 30 in.   
7 Approx. 36 in.   
8 Approx. 36 in.   
9 Approx. 38 in.   
10 Approx. 36 in.   
11 Approx. 47 in.   
12-24 All <12 in.   
 
 

• Stumps stay in ground 
• No other trees proposed for removal under this Special Permit PLN-2020-

16825 
• Phase 2 tree removal, as shown on site plan, to occur under separate 

modification, date TBD.  
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendation 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation On File Attached 

County Building Inspection Division ✓ Approval ✓ ✓ 

Code Enforcement  None   

Division of Environmental Health  None   

California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife  

✓ Conditional Approval ✓ ✓ 

Bear River Band ✓ Conditional Approval ✓  

Public Works – Land Use  None   

NCUAQMD  None   

Wiyot Tribe  None   
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From: O"connell, Gregory@Wildlife
To: Shortridge, Tricia
Cc: Andrew J Mesher
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
Date: Friday, February 12, 2021 8:27:40 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Tricia, thanks for inviting me to the site visit on February 11, 2021 at APN 200-252-012.  Below are
some comments based on the site visit:
 

The flagged streamside management area looked short.  It may have been measured from the
stream centerline, but it should have been measured from the top of bank or edge of riparian
drip line (appears to be the same at this site).
The mitigation plan looks OK, but the property owner stated they wanted to remove more
Monterey pine (invasive in our area).  I recommend more willow sprigging along the stream
bank where additional trees would be removed.  I’m OK with the owner managing the
vegetation to maintain lines of site across the stream, but I’d like to see at least 50% cover of
willow and/or red alder in the stream area.
We saw several invasive species with on the stream area and adjacent upland. I recommend
removal and management of cotoneaster, jubata grass, bull thistle, etc.

 
Thanks again,
 
Greg O’Connell
Environmental Scientist
Coastal Conservation Planning
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
619 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501
Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov
 

From: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:17 AM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Cc: Andrew J Mesher <ajmesher@protonmail.ch>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra caution.

 

Yes Greg, Mr. Mesher has not contacted me to change the time.  Thanks for checking in.  My cell is
707-834-1011. 
 
See you tomorrow at 9.
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Tricia Shortridge, Planner
tshortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us
Current Planning Division

Document

Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street

Eureka CA 95501
(707) 445-7541

 
 
 
 

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 4:40 PM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
HI Tricia.  Are we still on for a site visit 9am tomorrow near Fortuna? Thanks, Greg 707-653-3504
 

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife 
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 10:23 AM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
Sounds Good.  -Greg
 

From: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 10:12 AM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra caution.
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Hi Greg,  the applicant would like to do Thursday 2/11 at 9 a.m.
Weather pending.
 
 

Tricia Shortridge, Planner
tshortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us
Current Planning Division

Document

Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street

Eureka CA 95501
(707) 445-7541

 
 
 
 

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 02, 2021 9:30 AM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
Good morning Tricia.  I could do 9am on Feb 11, or 2pm on either Feb 18/19.  -Greg
 

From: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 2, 2021 8:54 AM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra caution.

 

Hi Greg, what is your schedule looking like for the 11th next week or the week after on either the

18th or 19th?
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Tricia Shortridge, Planner
tshortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us
Current Planning Division

Document

Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street

Eureka CA 95501
(707) 445-7541

 
 
 
 
 

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 1:20 PM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
Sure. We can pick other dates if needed. -Greg. 
 

On Jan 25, 2021, at 12:31 PM, Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

﻿

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra
caution.

 

Greg, he never got back to me last week to confirm and I send another email this
morning.  Can you wait till end of day today for a yea or nay? 
 

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2021 5:30 PM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
Any updates on scheduling this site visit? Thanks, Greg.
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From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:54:47 AM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
Thursday Jan 28 could work for me, but it would have to be a 9am meetup.  Let me
know which day/time gets scheduled.  Thanks, Greg
 

From: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:53 AM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra
caution.

 

That works for me but Before I get to the applicant and propose Monday, does a
Thursday work?  This day works best for the applicant.  Doesn’t have to be next week
(but this is preferred).
 

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 9:06 AM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
OK How about Monday 1/25 meeting at the site at 9am?  -Greg
 

From: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 8:48 AM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra
caution.

 

Good morning - I could make that work, but want to throw out there Monday or Friday
of that same week – First thing in the morning or any time starting at 3:30,  Those are
the days and times which would be easier for me. 
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Tricia

From: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 7:48 AM
To: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project [APPS 16825; APN 200-252-012]
 
Hi Tricia.  How about the morning of Wed Jan 27 for a site visit?  -Greg
 
 
Mesher SP for after the fact tree removal
APPS 16825             
APN 200-252-012
CEQA-2020-0291-0000-R1

 

From: Shortridge, Tricia <TShortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 2:40 PM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: Mesher Tree Removal Project
 

Warning: This email originated from outside of CDFW and should be treated with extra
caution.

 

Also, I’d like to do a site visit for this one when you are available. 
 

From: Shortridge, Tricia 
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2021 2:29 PM
To: O'connell, Gregory@Wildlife <Gregory.OConnell@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Subject: Mesher Tree Removal Project
 
Hi Greg, quick heads up that we referred this tree removal project to CDFW through
the usual accela process.  This email is simply meant to draw your attention to it – this
is not a request for you to drop everything and respond. 
 
The site plan, pictures, etc. are accessible to you through the Accela portal.
 
Happy new year!
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Tricia Shortridge, Planner
tshortridge@co.humboldt.ca.us
Current Planning Division
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Planning and Building Department

3015 H Street
Eureka CA 95501

(707) 445-7541
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