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I. Introduction

This Initial Biological Scoping Inspection and Report is intended to provide the landowner with
information to aid in projecting project feasibility and cost concerning environmental constraints. The
Initial Biological Scoping Inspection and Report is not to be mistaken as a full-on Biological Assessment.
A review of relevant biological databases and literature concerning the possible presence of special
status plant and animal species and natural communities was conducted prior to visiting the property.
The subsequent site visit was done in order to assess site-specific conditions and determine whether
required or preferred habitat characteristics were present for special status plants, animals, and natural
communities. This information can be used to determine the likelihood of the project having negative
impacts to biological resources moving forward. A site inspection was conducted by Alexander Powell
B.S. on June 16, 2020. All information concerning existing and proposed cultivation activities in this
scoping report was provided by the landowner.

Il. Project Descriptions

The Peak Cannabis Cultivation Project, operating under Peaksview, INC, involves existing (Project Area
#1) and proposed (Project Area #2) marijuana growing operations on Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APN)
216-082-002 & 216-082-006, respectively. The project area is located near the community of Harris,
approximately 6 air miles east of the town of Garberville, in Humboldt County, California. To access the
property, drive 8.6 miles up Alderpoint Rd., take Bell Springs Road approximately 1.4 miles to a gate on
the right. The legal description of the property is Section 25 of Township 4 South, Range 4 East, HBM.
The parcels are situated along the southwest side of Mail Ridge about 0.9 miles west of the small
community of Harris (See Figures 1 and 2, General Location Map and Property and Project Overview
Map).

APN 216-082-002

Project Area #1 is currently operating on a 151-acre parcel (APN 216-082-002) under an Interim permit
(APPS No: 11506). Because existing cannabis operations on this permit were in present prior to 2016,
potentially negative effects to biological resources would be assessed under the Commercial Medical
Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO), also referred to as “Ordinance 1.0”. This project proposes
4,440 sq. ft. of existing wholesale nursery space (Cultivation Site B) and proposes to reconstruct pre-
existing nursery for wholesale use in the amount of 9,600 sq. ft. (Cultivation Site C). Currently existing
operations in the 8,460 sq. ft. greenhouse (Cultivation Site A) will be decommissioned along the eastern
side where they fall within the 50 ft. riparian setback of a Class Ill watercourse.

The 8,640 sq. ft. greenhouse system at the existing primary Cultivation Site A is a hard-walled
polycarbonate sided structure manufactured by Conley’s Greenhouse Manufacturing and Sales. The
greenhouses have been constructed on a sloped concrete pad to manage excess water. The system
appears self-contained and somewhat sealed and isolated from outdoor elements. The system is
————automated-to regulate-temperature using-a series-of-six-(6)-intake-fans-along-the-westside-and a swamp
cooler system along the east side. Light depravation covers inside the structure work on an automated
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accordion-like system that blocks all light from entering or exiting when fully extended. Blackout tarps
are manually pulled over the existing nursery greenhouse at Cultivation Site B.

Power for operations at Project Area A is supplied by two (2) MQ Power Whisperwatt generators (36 kw
and 220 kW). Water for cultivation come from an existing well and water storage capacity is
approximately 25,000 gallons. There is a house, a garage/office, and other smaller outbuildings for
generators, fuel storage water, and water treatment located on the parcel (See Figure 3, Project Area #1
Biological Assessment Map). Figure 4 shows a Plot Plan map produced by Humboldt Drafting Services
showing detailed locations of existing and proposed components of cultivation operations on APN 216-
082-002.

APN 216-082-006

Project Area #2 is a proposed cannabis cultivation project on a 173-acre parcel (APN 216-082-006) and is
approximately 2,000 feet northwest of Project Area #1. Potentially negative effects to biological
resources to hew proposed cannabis projects are assessed under the Commercial Cannabis Land Use
Ordinance (CCLUO), also referred to as “Ordinance 2.0”. This project proposes 43,200 sq. ft. of mixed-
light cannabis cultivation and a 12,960 sq. ft. mixed light nursery, both using artificial supplemental
lighting. '

The property owner intends to mimic and expand the greenhouse system currently utilized at
Cultivation Site A on Project Area #1 and explained above. Water would come from a proposed
rainwater catchment system and a 1-million-gallon pond the landowner is proposing to build on the
eastern side of the parcel. Power for artificial lighting would presumably involve generators (at least as
back-up to solar power if solar is proposed). Figure 5 shows a Plot Plan map produced by Humboldt

Drafting Services showing planned locations of components for proposed cultivation on APN 216-082-
006.

Habitat for some sensitive biological resources, such as plants and animals, is present on the property
and surrounding areas. As such, the landowner has requested that Blair Forestry, LLC provide a
biological scoping report addressing the environmental constraints concerning the potential presence of
special status plants and animals on, and adjacent to, the Project Areas.

Ill. Definitions

Sensitive Biological Resources

Special Status Species

Special status species include animals and plants that are listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
and/or the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), in addition to species that meet the definition of
rare or endangered under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This includes CDFW Species
of Special Concern (SSC) and Fully Protected (FP) and other species that warrant protection based on
local or biological significance. Plants with a California Rare Plant Ranks (CRPR) of 1A, 1B, 2A, or 2B are
also considered to be Special Status Species.
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Special Status Natural Communities

Special status plant communities are communities with limited distribution that may be vulnerable to
environmental impacts. Natural communities recognized as sensitive are provided on the Sensitive
Natural Communities List (California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW 2018). The list is based on
the vegetation classification in A Manual of California Vegetation, 2nd Edition (Sawyer et al. 2009).
Natural communities with G or S ranks of 3 or lower are considered sensitive. However, they may not
warrant protection under CEQA unless they are considered high quality. Human disturbance, invasive
species, logging, and grazing are common factors considered when judging whether the stand is high
quality and warrants protection.

Sensitive Aquatic Resources

Streamside Management Areas (SMAs)

The Humboldt County General Plan (Humboldt County 2017) recognizes Streamside Management
Areas (SMAs) along all streams, which are defined as:

“100 feet, measured as the horizontal distance from the top of bank or edge of riparian drip-line
whichever is greater on either side of perennial streams.”

“50 feet, measured as the horizontal distance from the top of bank or edge of riparian drip-line
whichever is greater on either side of intermittent streams.”

Waters of the United States

Waters of the United States include any tributaries to waters used for interstate or foreign commerce
including wetlands. The Army Corp of Engineers regulates the Waters of the United States and has
jurisdiction in waters such as creeks and rivers and includes the area below the ordinary high water
mark, which is the line on the bank established by fluctuations of water that leave physical
characteristics such as a distinct line on the bank, shelving, destruction of terrestrial vegetation,
and presence of debris. The Corp defines wetlands as:

“...areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration
sufficient to support, and that under normal conditions do support, a prevalence of vegetation
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes,
bogs and similar areas.”

Waters of the State

Waters of the state are regulated by the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) under the
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. Waters of the state are defined as:

—————— ".any-surface water orgroundwater; including-saline-waters; within-the
boundaries of the state."

Peaksview Biological Scoping Report August 2020
Assessor's Parcel No. 216-082-002 & 216-082-006 Page 3




Waters of the State includes water in both natural and artificial channels.

The Water Board defines an area as wetland as:

“An area is wetland if, under normal circumstances, (1) the area has continuous or recurrent
saturation of the upper substrate caused by groundwater, or shallow surface water, or both;
(2) the duration of such saturation is sufficient to cause anaerobic conditions in the upper
substrate; and (3) the area’s vegetation is dominated by hydrophytes or the area lacks
vegetation.”

IV.  Environmental Setting

Regionally, habitat on and around both parcels 216-082-002 and 216-082-006 consists of a mix Douglas-
fir forest, California oak woodland, and grassland prairie. Habitat at both Project Areas #1 and #2 can be
characterized as oak woodland/Douglas-fir mixed forest interlaced with prairie openings. Most of the
road system has been in place for some time. Douglas-fir encroachment, particularly associated with
drainages, is increasing on a landscape level. There were no observed specific special habitat
characteristics such as large snags, fish bearing streams, large bodies of water, wetlands, caves, cliffs or
serpentine soils associated with the Project Areas.

A road evaluation was performed in 2019 by DTN Engineering and Consulting addressing access to both
Project Areas on both parcels. On APN 216-082-002, few noticeable habitat changes associated with
cannabis cultivation at Project Area #1 have occurred on. Minor tree removal and grading has occurred
on Project Area #1 to facilitate the 2 mixed-light greenhouses and other structures. Cultivation Site A at
Project Area #1 is situated between two intermittent (or Class 1) watercourses and may be within
County mandated watercourse setbacks.

Soils, topography and hydrology

The soil type mapped in the Project Area is Coolyork — Yorknorth complex (673). Elevation on the project
property ranges from 1,520 to 2,760 feet in elevation. Project Areas #1 and #2 are midslope on the
property at approximately 2,320 and 2,440 feet, respectively. Slopes were around 30 to 40% at Project
Area #1 and about 22% at Project Area #2. The parcel has a south to southwestern aspect. There are
multiple Class Il and Class Il drainages on the parcels which are the uppermost reaches of Rancheria
Creek. This drainage system flows to the East Branch South Fork Eel River and into Benbow Lake on the
South Fork of the Eel River.

V. Methods

A site visit was conducted by Alexander Powell on June 16, 2020 to evaluate site specific conditions and
~whether sensitive plant and animal resources have the potential to occur on the existing and proposed
Project Areas. Mr. Powell has a B.S. in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University and over
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15 years of experience in plant and animal species identification and conducting botanical and wildlife
surveys in the Pacific northwest. Mr. Powell has experience identifying habitats that have potential to
harbor special status plants and animals such as wetlands, natural communities, and other landscape
features. This bio-scoping report also involved brief consultation with Troy Leopardo, a wildlife biologist
and “Spotted Owl Expert” (SOE) who has consulted in forest-wildlife matters since 1990 and specializes
in biological investigations for protected and sensitive species in compliance with State and Federal law.

Biological Resources

A list of special status animals (Table 1) and plants (Table 2) that could potentially occur in the Project
Areas was generated using the California Natural Diversity Database (CDFW 2020) and the CNPS
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (California Native Plant Society 2020). Both scoping lists
include special status plant and animal species with documented occurrences on the Harris USGS
quadrangle and the 8 surrounding adjacent quadrangles (9-quadrangle search). Additionally, a smaller
CNDDB biological scoping assessment was conducted out to 1.3 miles from the Project Areas and can be
viewed on Figure 6.

Aquatic Resources

The Project Area and surrounding habitat was inspected for aquatic resources such as wetlands,
streams, ponds and other water bodies and associated riparian habitat.

VI. Results and Discussion

Analysis provided on Tables 1 and 2 indicates that Project Areas #1 and #2 have moderate potential to
harbor habitat for special status plants and animals. Proposed Project Area #2 contains special status
plant habitat. A seasonally appropriate botanical survey was conducted on APN 216-082-006 on June 24,
2020 in the area of the proposed Project Area #2 and the area of a proposed pond (see Figure 5) with
negative results. The exact footprint of the proposed Project Area #2 would need to be verified in the
field.

Structures associated with Cultivation Site A at Project Area #1 may be within stream setback for
intermittent watercourses. There were no observed negative impacts to special status biological
resources associated with cultivation activities, but this could require additional investigation. Proposed
Project Area #2 is outside of any wetland or stream setbacks required by the Humboldt County General
Plan (Humboldt County 2017) or the Cannabis Cultivation Policy (State Water Resources Board 2019).

While the CNDDB doesn’t report special status plants or animals on or adjacent to the Project Areas
(Figure 6), it only reports positive findings and doesn’t necessarily indicate that a particular species or
Sensitive Natural Community isn’t present within a given area. According to the CNDDB, the nearest
known Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) Activity Center (AC) is approximately 3.1 miles to the east. The
Project Areas and surrounding landscape are marginal for NSO foraging habitat but are contiguous with
more mature forest habitat to the southeast of the property.

~——Noraptor nests or sign were present in the immediate area.at the time of the site visit. No-Special -
Natural Communities were observed associated with either Project Area. While there were no habitat
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features such as old growth trees, large tree cavities, snags, ponds, cliffs, caves, old abandoned
structures or other habitat with a high potential for sensitive wildlife on or immediately adjacent to the
Project Areas, cultivation activities utilizing artificial light, generators and fans require mitigation
(Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance (Humboldt County 2018) sections 55.4.12.4 and 55.4.12.6).
These factors are typically assessed in accordance to “Estimating the Effects of Auditory and Visual
Disturbance to Northern Spotted Owls and Marbled Murrelets in Northwestern California (USFWS
2006)", where disturbance may reach the level of take when at least one of the following conditions is
met:

- Project-generated sound exceeds ambient nesting conditions by 20-25 decibels (dB).
- Project-generated sound, when added to existing ambient conditions, exceeds 90 dB.
- Human activities occur within a visual line-of-sight distance of 40 m or less from a nest.

In lieu of conducting protocol level surveys, a light and noise attenuation plan will need to be developed.
This plan should comply with Dark Sky Association guidelines for Lighting Zone 0 and Lighting Zone 1 and
with the 50 decibel (dB) threshold for disturbance, at 100 feet or the edge of habitat, as specified by the
CDFW for NSOs associated with cannabis cultivation in Humboldt County.

. Current Operations:

Greenhouse covers described in described the Project Description above for APN 216-082-002 for
Cultivation Sites A and B were present at the time of the site visit and allow the landowner to comply
with Dark Sky Association guidelines for Lighting Zone 0 and 1.

Generators associated with currently permitted cultivation activities at Project Area #1 (see Project
Description above for APN 216-082-002) were in present at the time of the site visit on June 16, 2020.
Measuring noise levels of both generators running high capacity in the open with an EXTECH Digital
Sound Level Meter Model 407730 sound meter, found the sound levels at approximately 60 decibel

- (dB). However, the landowner intends to put the generators into a structure which will likely reduce
sound levels to well below 50 dB.

Intake fans (operating in unison) at Cultivation Site A were measured to be at approximately 50 dB at
100 ft. and/or the edge of suitable habitat.

Proposed Operations:

Proposed cultivation activities at Project Area #2 will likely require more stringent biological assessment
as per CCLUO (Humboldt County 2018). In order to conduct any additional grading, the County will likely
require a botanical survey (completed for Project Area #2 and the proposed pond site in July 2020).
Grading activities should take place during the bird non-breeding season between September and
January otherwise nesting bird surveys will be required within 14 days of the onset of grading from
February to August.

With the proposed construction of a new pond, annual surveys for American bullfrogs (Rana

catesbeiana), an invasive species, may be requested by CDFW for the pond site in the following years

after construction. If bullfrogs are found to occupy the pond site it could also be requested that the
-— ——-pond-be-drained annually. - — - -
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Assessor's Parcel No. 216-082-002 & 216-082-006

Peaksview Biological Scoping Report



