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Commissioners, 

I am writing this letter in support of Rocci and Laura Costa’s application for a conditional use 

permit to cultivate cannabis. I am a cannabis business strategist, freelance cannabis 

compliance officer, and general Humboldt cannabis policy wonk. I have been involved in 

cannabis activism my entire adult life, and was deeply involved in the movement toward 

regulation in Humboldt County. 

 

It was during my service in that capacity performing neighborhood meetings and community 

rallies that I first met the Costas, who were interested in being able to operate legitimately but 

concerned that regulations would favor large industrial grows over family farms. They were not 

alone in this concern. I’ve been working since then to support small family farms like the Costas. 

Making these farms the backbone of Humboldt’s cannabis industry is broadly recognized as the 

most sustainable economic and environmental strategy, and is the stated goal of the Board of 

Supervisors. 

 

After continuing to get to know the Costas, I have had the opportunity to witness the depth of 

their commitment to this community. I have seen their values in action, and been given a 

window into the history of cannabis activism in California through Laura Costa’s deep roots in 

the movement. They give time, energy, resources, and make personal sacrifices for causes that 

are important to them, including extensive work with veterans. They have a deep love of family, 

both blood and found, and a respect for the land they inhabit. They actively work to improve the 

lives of the people around them without expectation of favor or reward. I believe them to be 
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exactly the sort of farmers Humboldt county’s officials had in mind as the CMMLUOs were 

being crafted. 

 

I’ve reviewed all available documentation, and I see no flaws in the Costas’ plan. Dry farming 

provides the least possible impact to nearby watersheds. Solar power not only limits the carbon 

footprint of the site, but increases the emergency preparedness and resilience of the area. The 

farm’s cultivation schedule and layout will minimize odor, and they’ve even taken into account 

prevailing wind conditions.  The state of the road is of concern, but the County’s 

recommendations in place to improve it will benefit the entire neighborhood.  

 

I’ve also reviewed the community concerns regarding the parcel. None of them are unique. 

These are the exact complaints we expected when we were campaigning for regulations, and 

the CMMLUO ordinances were written to make sure that the process of compliance naturally 

improves conditions in the surrounding community. A regulated cannabis farm in a 

neighborhood provides resources for road associations (or other less official neighborhood 

agreements) to improve outdated infrastructure. A permitted farm’s security plan guarantees 

the site doesn’t fall prey to squatters or trespass grows that will antagonize residents. Regular 

environmental scrutiny, more intense than any other agricultural product, ends the incentive to 

resort to practices that damage the land and threaten watersheds. Simply put, since the intent of 

the regulatory process is that nuisance elements of pre-regulation cultivation will end on 

permitted farms, the most effective way to address these concerns is to approve the Costas’ 

permit. 

 

Humboldt County has, up to this point, not fulfilled its promise to prioritize and support small 

family cannabis farms in the permitting process. This arises from a host of factors outside the 

control of the County or the Planning Commission, including financial and social barriers to 

entry, shifting state processes, and the slow pace of building trust with cannabis farmers. But 

the Costas have, at great cost to themselves, surmounted all these obstacles so that they can 

openly practice their craft and support their community. They are exactly the sort of cannabis 

farmer that the County has hoped to bring out of the shadows. It would be a shame to fail to 

support this small family farm after so much work by everyone involved. 

 



 

I stand in support of the Costas. Granting their permit will improve Humboldt County. Thank 

you for your consideration.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Thomas Edrington 
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