
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION #1 
 
 

For Planning Commission Agenda of: 
December 3, 2020 

 
 

[ ]   Consent Agenda Item     
[ ]  Continued Hearing Item   
[x]  Public Hearing Item  1   
[ ]  Department Report     
[ ]  Old Business      

 
 
 

Re: Lost Boys Farms, LLC Conditional Use Permit  
Record Number: PLN-2018-15180 
Assessor Parcel Number: 204-381-008 
2494 Fisher Rd, Hydesville Area 
 
Attached for the Planning Commission's record and review is the following supplementary 
information items. 
 

1. Letter from Lost Boys Farms, LLC, received November 25, 2020 

2. Email from Lost Boys Farms, LLC, received November 25, 2020 

3. Staff reply to new materials & continuance request, sent November 30, 2020 

4. Revised Site Plan, received November 25, 2020 

5. Letter of support from Keath and B. Joyce North, received November 30, 2020 

6. Letter of opposition from Jesse Hunt, received November 2, 2020 

7. Letter of opposition from Allison Jackson, received November 24, 2020 

8. Letter from Fisch Drilling, received November 12, 2020 

9. Referral Response from Hydesville County Water District, received November 18, 2020  
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Letter from Lost Boys Farms, LLC, received November 25, 2020 
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Email from Lost Boys Farms, LLC, received November 25, 2020 
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Staff reply to new materials & continuance request, sent November 30, 2020 
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Revised Site Plan, received November 25, 2020 
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Letter of Support from Keath and B. Joyce North, received November 30, 2020 
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Letter of opposition from Jesse Hunt, received November 2, 2020 
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Letter of opposition from Allison Jackson, received November 24, 2020 
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RICHARD A. SMITH 
ALLISON G. JACKSON 

JOHNS. LOPEZ 
AMY MENDOZA-STOVER 

TAMARAC. FALOR 
JUSTIN T. BULLER 

Harland Law Firm LLP 

Gerald R. Harland 
(Partner 1952 - 2012) 

Via Email and Regular Post: 
Keenan Hilton 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

212 G STREET, SUITE 201 
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA 95501 

(707) 444-9281 
FACSIMILE: (707) 445-2961 

Allison G. Jackson 
ajackson@harlandlaw.com 

November 24, 2020 

Humboldt County Planning and Building Department 
3015 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
khilton@co.humboldt.ca. us 

Re: Cannabis Permit No. 15180 - CUP, APN 204-381-008-000 

FORTUNA 

954 MAIN STREET 
FORTUNA, CA 95540 

(707) 725-4426 
FACSIMILE: (707) 725-5738 

Lost Boys Farms LLC and Lost Coast Organics LLC, Jack Wheeler Project, 2494 

Fisher Road, Hydesville, CA 95547 

Dear Mr. Hilton: 

It is my understanding that your department has denied the above-mentioned 
application and that the Project Applicant intends to bring the matter before the Planning 
Commission. I write to object to this project because it is inconsistent with the 
Hydesville-Carlotta Community Plan and inconsistent with the health, safety and welfare 
of the residents on Fisher Road, Cooper Drive, and Deer Creek Lane, Hydesville, CA 
95547. 

Project Location: 

The location of this project is 2494 Fisher Road, Hydesville, CA 95547. This is the 
north side of Fisher Road. It requires a left hand turn from the eastern path of Highway 36 

just at the apex of a passing lane on Highway 36, which is known for being a dangerous 
turn. 

There are residences scattered on Fisher Road leading up to the project site. Some 
houses are a few feet from Fisher Road on smaller lots, and others are on larger 
Agriculture Residential lots between 1 and 5 acres. Cooper Drive and Deer Creek Lane 
border the western/northwestern portion of the project site mostly on Agriculture 
Residential lots of between 1-5 acres. The driveways to these Agriculture Residential lots 
are just feet away from an historic barn which the applicant intends to convert to a 5000 
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Keenan Hilton 
November 24, 2020 
Page 2 

Harland Law Firm LLP 

sq. foot drying shed. For the 60,000+ square feet of greenhouses and 5000 sq. foot 

distribution/processing hub. 

The entire project site is considered Prime Ag Soils consistent with the 

Hydesville-Carlotta Community Plan. The applicant is only considering those soils 
designated by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. However, the community plan defines 

Prime AG Soils more expansively than the U.S. Soil Conservation Service land use 

capability classifications. The Plan considers all land capable of grazing livestock at one 
per acre as Prime AG Soils. The Plan also considers as Prime AG all land which 

historically has been necessary to provide for economically viable agricultural areas. The 

expansive designation lands was included in the Community Plan to prevent the 
establishment of incompatible land uses within an area defined by natural or man-made 

boundaries. 

The subject parcel is one of historical significance as it was the first homestead in 
the Hydesville area, and the house and barn were built in the latter 1800s. 

There is a mapped wetland across from the project site. There are unmapped 
wetlands up and down the western/ northwestern portion of the site. The previous owner 

unlawfully cemented the entire portion of Cooper Creek flowing through the project site 

and removed all of the riparian plant life. There have been unlawful trenches cut on the 
northern side of the barn in an attempt to reclaim the area on the north portion of the 

barn, converting it from wetlands to usable land. Currently the unlawful cemented portion 

of Cooper Creek has dirt and debris deposited from the site which pollutes the mapped 
wetland to the south of the site and which is a likely violation of the Porter-Cologne Act. 

The unmapped western/ northwestern wetland of the site supports waterfowl which 

nest and feed in the unmapped wetland area. Elk are known to migrate from the Van 

Duzen and Yager Creek area throughout the bottom land associated with the project site. 

Earlier this year, plowing through the western section disrupted geese which had nested in 

the area prior to the plowing. I took pictures of the birds returning to their site which had 

been plowed under. 

Project: 

The applicant wishes to obtain a CUP to install over 60,000 square feet of 

greenhouses, build a 5000 sq. foot processing/ distribution hub and convert the historic 

barn to a 5000 sq. foot drying shed. The project would require paving and graveling roads 

through the site and parking lots associated with both the 5000 sq. foot drying shed and 

the 5000 sq. foot distribution/processing building. This would permanently convert Prime 

AG Lands as defined by the community plan since the processing building, roads and 

parking lots would be on Prime AG Lands as defined by the community plan. 

The owner maintains that a minimum of 19 employees would be necessary to run 

the operation, which could amount easily to approximately 80 vehicle trips per day-on 
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Harland Law Firm LLP 

Fisher Road. The operation would run 24/7 and would require a four season growing 

cycle, 365 days per year, and would require 24/7 security. 

Community Impact: 

There is near unanimous opposition to the conversion of this parcel in the manner 
described by the applicant. The description of the project is clearly more 
commercial/industrial than the historic uses of the site (grazing) and surrounding area 
(residential AG, grazing and food and fiber crops). 

There is strong community opposition regarding the increased traffic (80+ trips for 
employees) and noise on this quiet road, which is a rural two-lane road where it is known 

to have children play and people walk their animals. There is also strong community 
opposition against the conversion of the areas necessary for the disti;ibution/ processing 
building and parking lots from Prime AG (as defined by the community plan) to essentially 
commercial/industrial uses 356 days a year. This type of conversion and 
commercial/industrial operation at this location is harmful to the health, safety and 
welfare of those living on Fisher Road, Cooper Drive, and Deer Creek Lane. This project 
at this location is the exact type of conversion that the Community Plan was designed to 

protect against. 
The applicants to this project are newcomers to Humboldt, from out of state. We 

only know the identify of Mr. Wheeler, but know none of the other investors of the two 

LLCs associated with the project (Lost Boys Farms LLC applicant, Lost Coast Organics 
LLC land owners). Unfortunately, this project would be one to drive the current residents 
out of homes that they have spent a lifetime building up due to the size and scope of the 

project and it being utterly inconsistent with rural residential living. Please support the 

community and reject this application. Please support the Planning Department's denial of 
the CUP. This expansive project should be located in a more commercial/industrial area 
along Highway 36 or in an area not surrounded by rural residential living. 

Please do not hesitate to call if you have questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

Allison G. Jackson 
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Letter from Fisch Drilling, received November 12, 2020 
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Referral Response from Hydesville County Water District 
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