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Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
815 5th Street
Eureka, CA 95501

RE: Parcel Number 315-011-009
Applicant: Maple Creek Investments, LLC
Record Number: PLN-2018-15197
Appeal Record Number: PLN-2020-16608

Dear Supervisors,

Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (District) submits this letter as a follow up to Special Permit Application
PLN 2018-15197 and Appeal PLN-2020-16608 by Maple Creek Investments, LLC (Applicant). After
consideration at our Board meeting today (November 12, 2020), our Board withdraws our previous opposition to
this project based on the applicant’s projected water usage at the site.

Our Board continues to have general concerns regarding the cumulative effects of development within the Mad
River watershed and looks forward to discussions regarding our October 3, 2019 request to designate the Mad
River as a Critical Watershed under the Humboldt County General Plan.

Respectfully,

John Friedenbach,
¥ General Manager

Cc: Gordon Leppig, CDFW



Hayes, Kathy

From: Wilson, Mike

Sent: Monday, November 9, 2020 12:10 PM
To: Hayes, Kathy

Subject: Re: Maple creek Investments project

Thank you for this perspective.
With respect,

Mike Wilson P.E.
Humboldt County Supervisor, District 3
707.476.2393

Sent from my iPad

> 0n Oct 19,2020, at 7:39 AM, Hayes, Kathy <KHayes@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:
>

> FYI

>

> Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board

> County of Humboldt

> (707) 476-2396

> khayes@co.humboldt.ca.us

> -----Original Message--—---

> From: rama zarcufsky <shockti@hotmail.com>

> Sent: Sunday, October 18, 2020 8:02 PM

> To: COB <COB@co.humboldt.ca.us>

> Subject: Maple creek Investments project

>

>

> | am the neighbor of the Dunaway family in Maple Creek and wanted to express my support forthem and their Maple
Creek Investments project. They sold me my place and have been nothing but kind and supportive of me and my family
over the years. | have every reason to believe they will run their project with the utmost integrity and respect for their
neighbors and the environment.

>

> [ support them and urge you to approve their permit.

>

> Sincerely,

> Rama Zarcufsky

>

> Sent from my iPhone



Foersterling, Elizabeth and Thomas
8748 Butler valley Road

Korbel, Ca 95550

7070 668 4369

liz. '

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board

Room 111 of the County Courthouse
825 Fifth Street, Eureka 95501

7070 476 2384

cob@co.humboldt.ca.us

RE: Record Number PLN-2020-16608, Appeal by Maple Creek Investments, LLC of
Planning Commission’s August 12, 2020 written decision of Denial.

Dear Kathy,

Please put us, Thomas and Elizabeth Foersterling, on the Agenda for Public Comment
for the upcoming Hearing. We submit for the Record the following Addendum and at-
tachments, and all our previously submitted Documents of Opposition to Commercial
Cannabis Cultivation, received and stamped by the Clerk of the Board on October 7t

2020.

If you have any questions regarding our request, please feel free to call.

Thank you,
Sincerely,

Liz and Thomas



ADDENDUM to Opposition to Commercial Cannabis Cultivation (submitted to
the Clerk of the Board, stamped and Received October 7, 2020).

To: Humboldt County Board Of Supervisors
RE: Record Number PLN-2020-16608
Hearing Date (Continuance): November 17, 2020

From every angle the proposed project fails. Opposition is overwhelming.! An
exposed, high-impact roadside grow, an eyesore and nuisance, seen and smelled
from both Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, so close to Maple Creek
Elementary School, reducing residential density in our neighborhood, negligently
changing the character of the scenic region, and negatively impacting the
environment of residents, visitors, and wildlife for decades to come, is not allowed
by any stretch of the means. The General Plan protects the safety and welfare of
the people and environment, and prevents wrongful development materially
injurious to the greater community. No roadside grows.

There is not enough water for the project. Trucked-in water is not allowed, “rain
catchment” in wetland and forested nature preserves is “water surface diversion”
and is a violation. The idea of a huge amount (7,000 sq. ft.) of artificial surfaces
placed in a natural environment to “catch” rain for Cannabis cultivation,
prohibiting that very same essential water from reaching its necessary destination,
must be rejected. Hereto, run-off of pesticides, fertilizers, and plant residue
towards the river and adjacent water wells is dangerous to our health and well
being, and must also be rejected.

We have a right to breathe fresh air, and drink clean water. The noxious smell of
the previously unpermitted grow was so bad it was sickening, a relentless odor
right at our doorstep. So many people complained back then, to even consider
Applicant’s proposal is an assault to the heart of the neighborhood. As was pointed
out by Francis and Carole Carrington,? to implement the destructive plans setforth
in the proposal would bring down the value of our homes, and would reduce the
monetary quality of the entire region. Property Taxes for FR Zoning are higher
than any other. We pay thousands of dollars a year for FR Zoning. If our County
approves this atrocity, the dollars assessed against our properties would no longer
hold.

As marketed, Humboldt County is a vacation destination, Maple Creek is one of its

' See signed Petition No. 15.
2 See attached letter.



gems. To detroy the ambience of the entire region with one totally misplaced
grow, and trash the beauty of our scenic road with unsightly water tanks and ugly
attempts at hiding a smelly marijuana grow, would be a direct hit to our economy.
To think the proposed non-residential commercial Cannabis project will boost our
economy is a farce. To approve such an invasive idea would be egregious, and set
a terrible precedent for allowing future roadside grows, ruining the very thing
which makes the beauty of our region marketable.

We, who live here, know that the proposed project will deteriorate the entire
region, and bring with it crime and violence. No amount of chain link fence and
high security surveilence can prevent the type of robberies which Humboldt is now
becoming known for, and plagued with. Law enforcement does not have the
funding, or manpower, to constantly monitor and patrol such an exposed
non-residential commercial operation. Ordinances are put into place to help law
enforcement, not to hinder them, to prevent litigation, not to provoke. To lay open
our neighborhood community to high risk theft, transient behavior, and negligent
land ownership would be contrary to the duty of our elected officials.

Furthermore, Applicant’s unsubstantiated slanderous allegations towards us cannot
stand. Plain and simple, we are the victim of Applicant’s continuous defamation,
bullying, threats, negligence, and provocations. Enough is enough. The site plan
map itself is an affront to our 32 years of living on our land, making all our own
structural and land improvements; not to be trespassed upon or to have our land
stolen. It is time to be discerning, and not ignore the residents of Butler Valley
Maple Creek, nor the environment we live in. Please deny the project in its
entirety, and exercise your judicial power to right the wrongs done to us by
Applicant.

With grave concern,

Thomas and Elizabeth Foersterling



PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

I am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009. PLN-2020-15197
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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PETITION OF OPPOSITION No.15

| am opposed to the commercial cultivation of Cannabis on the intersection of
Butler Valley Road and Maple Creek Road, parcel 315-011-009; PLN-2020-15197.
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To: Humboldt County Planning Commission

From: Francis and Carole Carrington (Butler Valley Ranch)

Re: Record # PLN-2018-15197 (filed 12/14/2018) APN 315-011-009
Date: July 10, 2020

Humboldt County Planning Commission:

As a long time property owner on Butler Valley Road, | strongly object to the Mable Creek
Investments, LLC's Special Permit application for the building of a 27,025 sf commercial
cannabis cultivation and a 2000 sf processing facility on a neighboring property.

This type of use would be detrimental to the pristine lands in the Butler Valley and Maple Creek
areas. There are many families, an elementary school, and a youth camp all in very close
proximity to where the proposed large outdoor growing area and processing facility would be
located.

If this use is permitted, it would significantly affect the value of many properties in the Butler
valley and Maple Creek area and would have a negative impact to our daily lives.

I respectfully request that this Special Permit application be denied.

\

Sir?w,
& Al ﬁgéj
ancis & CaroleTCarrin

PLN-2018-15197 Maple Creek Investments PC August 6, 2020 Page 72



November 8, 2020

Reference: Parcel Number 315-011--009
Applicant: Maple Creek Investments, LLC
Record Number: PLN-2018-15197
Appeal Record Number: PLN-2020-16608

To Whom It May Concern:

I am the owner of an adjacent property to this proposed project in the Maple Creek area. |
was only able to participate in the neighborhood meeting for about 20 minutes. John Ford
send my email notification of the meeting to the wrong email address and by the time I
found out about it, I already had another meeting scheduled for that evening. I received
notification of the public hearing with regards to this matter. [ strongly object to MCI’s
appeal for a Special Permit to operate a large-scale commercial cannabis farm and a year-
round cannabis processing facility in this rural community.

This project does not qualify for the CEQA exemption for existing facilities. Although the
EIR for the cannabis ordinance placed a cap on permits for the Mad River watershed, that
does not take into account cumulative impacts on the watershed. The reality is that the
fertilizers used to provide nutrients during the cannabis growing season create by-
products, including cyanotoxins which are neither regulated nor tested. Public Health and
Environmental officials cautioned residents to stay out of the water after cyanobacteria
was confirmed at three locations on the Mad River (Lost Coast Journal, 9/15/20). It was
subsequently confirmed that lab samples show the presence of anatoxin-a in the waters in
the lower stretches of the Mad River, including popular swimming and fishing spots near
Blue Lake. According to Jacob Pounds, environmental program coordinator with the Blue
Lake Rancheria, this bacteria has never been confirmed in the Mad before (Lost Coast
Outpost, 9/15/20). Anatoxin-a, also known as Very Fast Death Factor (VFDF), is a
cyanotoxin with acute neurotoxicity. Due to its high toxicity and potential presence in
drinking water, anatoxin-a poses a threat to animals, including humans.

Section 15355 of the State CEQA Guidelines defines a cumulative impact as “two or more
individual effects which, when considered together, are considerable or which compound
or increase other environmental impacts.” Cumulative impacts can result from individually



minor, but collectively significant projects taking place over a period of time. There is NO
comprehensive water quality monitoring of the Mad River watershed.

The discussion in this proposed project of “minimizing” these environmental impacts must
be considered in light of the current information pointing to the increasingly fragile
ecosystem of this watershed and in conjunction with the cumulative negative impacts of
the existing legal and illegal cannabis farms in the Maple Creek area and in the entire Mad
River watershed. The information presented in MCI's proposal omits any
consideration of the cumulative environmental effects of commercial cannabis farms
on this ecosystem.

This project is on a Category 4 county-maintained road, which was designed for smail
homesteaders, not large-scale commercial marijuana cultivation and processing facilities.
Butler Valley Road continues to deteriorate every winter and is not being repaired. The
road has completely collapsed in places so that only one car can pass, and it has numerous
blind corners and a high rate of accidents relative to the amount of usage. The increased
traffic caused by this proposed project combined with traffic from existing cannabis farms
and logging operations in the area would create an even more dangerous situation.

Ongoing drought conditions brought on by climate change make it unlikely that the
proposed amount of water for irrigation will even be possible to collect. MCI’s proposal
talks about trucking well water from Maple Creek Ranch to the proposed site if needed.
Trucking water would further increase traffic, contribute to the degradation of the road,
increase noise levels, and is illegal except under emergency conditions. Section 55.4.12.2.5
of the CCLUO states that “Trucked water shall not be allowed, except for emergencies.
For purposes of this provision, “emergency” is defined as: “a sudden, unexpected
occurrence demanding immediate action.” A cannabis farm that does not plan for
adequate water does not constitute an emergency.

I am also concerned about my personal safety and the safety of my neighbors and those
who recreate on the river. As we all know, with large-scale commercial cannabis cultivation
come attack dogs, weapons, robberies, and an increase in crime. Please do not turn this
quiet, rural community into an area where residents and visitors are frightened for their
lives.

Sincerely,

Beverly Filip



