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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL

Hearing Date Subject Contact
September 3, 2020 Special Permit Christopher Alberts

Project Description: A Special Permit (SP) for 7,500 square feet of existing outdoor cannabis
cultivation. Irrigation for the project will be sourced from a 250,000-gallon off-stream pond located
on APN 221-141-016 and a 30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank. The applicant estimates
131,250 gallons of water will be required annually for two cultivation cycles. There is 281,500 gallons
of water storage on the subject parcel. Processing, such as drying and curing, will occur in a 416-
square-foot ufility building and further processing will occur off-site by a licensed third-party
processor. There will be two family members working onsite. Power is sourced from propane and
solar with a backup generator.

Project Location: The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Honeydew area, on the South
side of Lower Thomas Road, approximately 1 mile South from the intersection of Lower Thomas
Road and Cisco Lane, and approximately .3 miles West from the intersection of Lower Thomas
Road and a Private Drive, on the property known as 2233 Road B.

Present Plan Land Use Designations: Residential Agriculture (RA); 2017 General Plan; Density: 40
acres per unitf; Slope Stability: Low Instability (2) & High Instability (3).

Present Zoning: Unclassified (U)
Record Number: PLN-12207-SP

Assessor Parcel Number: 221-141-017

Applicant Owner Agent

Andy Stanbury Andrew Stanbury & Barbara King Same as Applicant
PO Box 583 PO Box 583

Miranda, CA 95553 Miranda, CA 95553

Environmental Review: An Addendum to a previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration
has been prepared for consideration per §15164 of CEQA Guidelines.

State Appeal Status: Project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal Commission.

Major Issues: None.
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ANDY STANBURY
Record Number: PLN-12207-SP
Assessor’'s Parcel Number: 221-141-017

Recommended Zoning Administrator Action:

1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda.

2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application.

3. If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as a
part of the consent agenda:

Find that the Zoning Administrator has considered the Addendum to the Mitigated Negative
Declaration adopted for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance pursuant to
Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, make all of the required findings for approval of the
Special Permit based on evidence in the staff report and adopt the Resolution approving the
Andy Stanbury project subject to the recommended conditions.

Executive Summary: A Special Permit for an existing 7,500-square-foot outdoor cultivation
operation located on Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 221-141-017, which is approximately 38.99
acres in size. Cultivation activities extend from April to September. The applicant is anficipating
two cultivation cycles per year. The project involves an onsite relocation of one existing culfivation
area to two environmentally superior locations on the subject parcel. There are two different
cultivation areas located on the parcel, one on the northern portion of the parcel and one on the
southern portion of the parcel. On the northern portion of the parcel, culfivation will occur in two
(2) 640-square-foot greenhouses, three (3) 576-square-foot greenhouses, and two (2) 416-square-
foot greenhouses, totaling 3,840 square feet. On the southern portion of the parcel cultivation will
occur in three (3) 1,220-sqgaure-foot greenhouses, totaling 3,660 square feet. There are two 360-
square-foot propagation greenhouses located near the northern cultivation site. Artificial lighting
used in the propagation greenhouses will adhere to International Dark Sky standards as set forth
in the CMMLUO. Processing, such as drying and curing, will occur in a 416-square-foot utility
building. Timming will occur offsite by a licensed processing facility. Further processing, such as
frimming, will occur offsite at a licensed processing facility. The applicant does not anticipate on
hiring any employees. There will be 2 family members working onsite.

Irrigation for the project will be sourced from a 250,000-gallon rainwater catchment pond located
on APN 221-141-016 and a 30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank. The applicant estimates
131,250 gallons will be required annually for irrigation. Water storage on the parcel consist of
250,000-gallon off-stream pond, a 30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank, and one 1,500-gallon
hard storage tank. There is a total of 281,500 gallons of water storage on the parcel. The project
will be powered by propane and solar, with a backup generator. The generator will be kept in
secondary containment and the project is conditioned for noise from the generator be kept at 50
decibels or less at 100 feet away from the generator and at the edge of habitat. The parcel is
accessed via Upper Thomas Road, which is on the Public Works “APPROVED LIST" of County
Maintained Roads that meet (or are equivalent to) Road Category 4 standards for Cannabis
Projects (see Atftachment 4). The applicant’s private access is located at Upper Thomas Road at
Mile Marker 0.8 and it does not serve other parcels.

According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) there are no known rare or
sensitive species on the subject parcel. The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) Activity Centeris
located 1.92 miles east of the cultivation site and nearest NSO sighting is located 1.7 miles
southeast of the cultivation site. The nearest mapped Marbled murrelet habitat is located 3.7 miles
west of the project site. According to the Biological Resources Assessment (see Attachment 4)
prepared by Natural Resources Management Corporation, dated November 27, 2019, there were
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no special status species detected during the biological survey. The survey also concluded the
project is not expected to have impacts on the Northern Spotted Owls.

Environmental review for the proposed project was conducted, and based on the results of that
analysis, staff believes the existing cultivation and processing aspects of the project are consistent
with the Mitigated Negative Declaration that was adopted for the Commercial Medical
Marijuana Land Use Ordinance due to the fact that this is existing cultivation that is being brought
info conformance with county and state requirements. No additional development other than
that which was contemplated under the previously adopted MND is proposed. An addendum to
the MND has been prepared for this project.

Based on a review of Planning Division reference sources and comments from all involved referral
agencies, planning staff believes that the applicant has submitted evidence in support of making
all of the required findings for approving the conditional use permit and special permit.

ALTERNATIVES: The Zoning Administrator could elect not to approve the project, or to require the
applicant to submit further evidence, or modify the project. If modifications may cause potentially
significant impacts, additional CEQA analysis and findings may be required. These alternatives
could be implemented if the Commission is unable to make all of the required findings. Planning
Division staff has stated that the required findings in support of the proposal have been made.
Consequently, Planning staff does not recommend further consideration of either alternative.

The Zoning Administrator could also decide the project may have environmental impacts that
would require further environmental review pursuant to CEQA. Staff did not identify any potentially
significant impacts. As Lead Agency, the Department has determined that the project is
consistent with a previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration. However, the Commission
may reach a different conclusion. In that case, the Commission should continue the item to a
future date at least two months later to give staff the time to complete further environmental
review.
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RESOLUTION OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

Resolution Number 20-

Record Number: PLN-12207-SP
Assessor Parcel Number: 221-141-017

Makes the required findings for certifying compliance with the California Environmental Quality
Act and conditionally approves Andy Stanbury Special Permit request.

WHEREAS, Andy Stanbury, submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a
Special Permit (SP) for 7,500 square feet of existing outdoor cannabis cultivation. Irrigation for the
project will be sourced from a 250,000-gallon off-stream pond located on APN 221-141-016 and a
30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank. The applicant estimates 131,250 gallons of water will be
required annually for two cultivation cycles. There is 281,500 gallons of water storage on the
subject parcel. Processing, such as drying and curing, will occurin a 416-square-foot utility building
and further processing will occur off-site by a licensed third-party processor. There will be a
maximum of two people working on-site. Power is sourced from propane and solar with a backup
generator; and

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and
has referred the application and evidence to involved reviewing agencies for site inspections,
comments and recommendations; and

WHEREAS, The County Planning Division, the lead agency, prepared an Addendum to the Final
Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the Commercial Medical Land Use Ordinance
(CMMLUQO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors on January 26, 2016. The
proposed project does not present substantial changes that would require major revisions to the
previous mitigated negative declaration. No new information of substantial importance that was
not known and could not be known at the time was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA
Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, Attfachment 2in the Planning Division staff report includes evidence in support of making
all of the required findings for approving the proposed Special Permit (Record Number PLN-12207-
SP); and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the matter before the Humboldt County Zoning
Administrator on September 3, 2020.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by the Humboldt County Zoning
Administrator that:

1. The Zoning Administrator considered the Addendum to the MND adopted for the
Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance; and

2. The Zoning Administrator makes all the required findings in Atftachment 2 of the Zoning

Administrator staff report for the Special Permit (Record Number PLN-12207-SP) based on the
submitted substantial evidence; and

3. The Special Permit (Record Number PLN-12207-SP) is approved as recommended and
conditioned in Attachment 1 for Record Number PLN-12207-SP.
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Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on September 3, 2020.

I, John Ford, Zoning Administrator of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the foregoing to
be a frue and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said Zoning
Administrator at a meeting held on the date noted above.

John Ford
Zoning Administrator
Planning and Building Department
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ATTACHMENT 1
RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

APPROVAL OF THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND
REQUIREMENTS WHICH MUST BE SATISFIED BEFORE THE PROVISIONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION
PERMIT CAN BE FINALIZED.

Within 60 days of project approval, the applicant shall execute a Compliance Agreement
with the Humboldt County Planning Department detailing all necessary permits and
infrastructure improvements described under Conditions of Approval #2 — 6. The agreement
shall provide a timeline for completing all outstanding items. All activities detailed under the
agreement must be completed to the satisfaction of the Planning and Building Department
before the permit may be finalized and no longer considered provisional.

The applicant shall secure permits for all unpermitted grading (including flats, cultivation areq,
pond) and structures (including greenhouses, processing facilities, storage buildings, water
tanks and water tank foundations), related to the cannabis cultivation and other commercial
cannabis activity. The plans submitted for building permit approval shall be consistent with the
project description and approved project site plan. A letter or similar communication from the
Building Division verifying that all structures related to the cannabis cultivation are permitted
will satisfy this condition.

The applicant shall secure the approval from the Department of Environmental Health for the
design and installation of the existing onsite sewage disposal system near the residence to be
used for the northern processing facility and the proposed onsite wastewater freatment system
for the southern processing facility. A letter or similar communication from the Department of
Environmental Health indicating approval has been issued will satisfy this condition.

The applicant shall provide an invoice, or equivalent documentation, to the Department of
Environmental Health to confirm the use of portable toilets to serve the needs of cultivation
staff prior to annual renewal of the permit.

The applicant shall complete all recommendations in Segment 3, 4, and 5 found in the
addendum by Stillwater Sciences dated October 5, 2018. This condition shall be completed
to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior fo commencing operation, final
sign-off for a building permit, or public Works approval for a business license.

The applicant shall enroll in the State Cannabis Discharge program by July 2021. Conditions of
approval require the applicant to submit evidence of enroliment into the State Cannabis
Cultivation Discharge program by submitting copies of all documents filed with the State
Water Resources Control Board, including, but not limited to, a Notice of Applicability and a
Site Management Plan. The applicant is required to adhere to and implement the
requirements contained in the SWRCB's Cannabis Cultivation Policy, the General Order and
the Notice of Applicability. Final sign off by the Planning Department will satisfy this condition.

The applicant shall be compliant with the County of Humboldt's Certified Unified Program
Agency (CUPA) requirements regarding any hazardous materials. A written verification of
compliance shall be required before any provisional permits may be finalized. Ongoing proof
of compliance with this condition shall be required at each annual inspection in order to keep
the permit valid.
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The applicant shall record an “ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO AVAILABLE EMERGENCY RESPONSE
AND FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES” for the parcel(s) on a form provided by the Humboldt
County Planning Division. Final Sign off from the Planning Department will satisfy this condition.

The property owner shall execute and file with the Planning Division the statement fitled,
“Notice and Acknowledgment regarding Agricultural Activities in Humboldt County,” (“Right
to Farm™ ordinance) as required by the HCC and available at the Planning Division.

The Applicant shall install and utilize a water meter to demonstrate that there is sufficient water
supply to meet the demands of the project without having fo rely on surface water diversion
during the forbearance period and shall be provide results prior to or during the annual
inspection. The water use for cultivation is limited fo the amount of water available in the
250,000-gallon rainwater catchment pond located on APN 221-141-016.

The applicant shall adhere to and implement allrecommendations contained in the Biological
Report prepared by Natural Resources Management Corporation dated February 5, 2020. A
letter or similar communication from a qualified biologist or botanist stating the applicant
adhered to and implemented the requirements in the report as recommended will satisfy this
condition.

The applicant shall cause and record an easement for the use of the 250,000-gallon off-stream
pond located on APN 221-141-016. Final sign off by the Planning Department will safisfy this
condifion.

The property owner shall execute and file with the Planning Division the statement fitled,
“Notice and Acknowledgment regarding Agricultural Activities in Humboldt County,” (“Right
to Farm™ ordinance) as required by the HCC and available at the Planning Division.

For the life of the project, the applicant shall maintain generator, fan, and dehumidifier noise
at or below 50 decibels af the edge of the clearing or 100 feet, whichever distance is closer.
This will satisfy the auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFS),
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Department Policy Statement No. 16-005 to minimize
impacts to the Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. All generators must be located
on stable surfaces with a minimum 200-foot buffer from Class | and Class Il streams, per the
requirements of CDFW.

For the life of the project, artificial lighting used in the propagation greenhouses shall comply
with International Dark Sky Association standards for Lighting Zone 0 and Lighting Zone 1, and
be designed to regulate light spillage onto neighboring properties resulting from backlight, up
light, or glare (BUG). International Dark Sky Association standards exceed the requirements of
Scenic Resources Standard SR-S4, Light and Glare, that lighting be fully shielded, and designed
and installed to minimize off-site lighting and direct light within the property boundaries.

The applicant shall not use any synthetic netting or any erosion control materials that contain
synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic nefting. To
minimize the risk of wildlife entrapment, the applicant shall use geotextiles, fiberrolls, and other
erosion control measures made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) fiber,
or other products without welded weaves.

If any wildlife is encountered during the Authorized Activity, Permittee shall not disturb the
wildlife and shall allow wildlife to leave the work site unharmed.
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20.

21.

The applicant shall ensure that all refuse be contained in wildlife proof storage containers, at
all fimes, and disposed of at an authorized waste management facility.

The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth
in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board
of Supervisors. The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision. Any and
all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the
Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Streeft, Eureka.

Areview fee for Conformance with Conditions as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges
as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently $750.00)
shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka. This fee is a
deposit, and if actual review costs exceed this amount, additional fees will be billed at the
County's current burdened hourly rate.

A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this
project in accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date
of permit approval, it is requested that the applicant submit a check or money order for the
required filing fee in the amount of $50 payable to the Humboldt County Clerk/Recorder. If
this payment is not received within this time period, the Department will file the NOD and will
charge this cost to the project.

Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions Which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the Project:

1.

All components of the project shall be developed, operated, and maintained in conformance
with the Project Description, the approved Site Plan, the Plan of Operations, and these
condifions of approval. Changes shall require modification of this permit except where
consistent with Humboldt County Code Section 312-11.1, Minor Deviations to Approved Plot
Plan.

Cannabis cultivation and other commercial cannabis activity shall be conducted in
compliance with all laws and regulations as set forth in the CMMLUO and MAUCRSA, as
applicable to the permit type.

If operating pursuant to a written approved compliance agreement, permittee shall abate or
cure violations at the earliest feasible date, but in no event no more than two (2) years from
the date of issuance of a provisional clearance or permit. Permittee shall provide plans for
curing such violations to the Planning & Building Department within one (1) year of issuance of
the provisional clearance or permit. If good faith effort fowards compliance can be shown
within the two years following the issuance of the provisional clearance or permit, The Planning
Department may, af the discretion of the Director, provide for extensions of the provisional
permit to allow for additional fime to meet the outstanding requirements.

Possession of a current, valid required license, or licenses, issued by any agency of the State
of California in accordance with the MAUCRSA, and regulations promulgated thereunder, as
soon as such licenses become available.

Compliance with all statutes, regulations and requirements of the California State Water
Resources Confrol Board and the Division of Water Rights, at a minimum to include a statement
of diversion of surface water from a stream, river, underground stream, or other watercourse

PLN-12207-SP Andy Stanbury September 3, 2020 Page 13



16.

required by Water Code Section 5101, or other applicable permit, license, or registration, as
applicable.

Confinement of the area of cannabis cultivation, processing, manufacture or distribution to
the locations depicted on the approved site plan. The commercial cannabis activity shall be
set back at least 30 feet from any property line, and 600 feet from any School, School Bus Stop,
Church or other Place of Religious Worship, or Tribal Cultural Resources, except where a
reduction to this setback has been approved pursuant to Section 55.4.11(d).

Maintain enrollment in Tier 1, 2 or 3, cerfification with the North Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board (NCRWQCB) Order No. R1-2015-0023, if applicable, or any substantially
equivalent rule that may be subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other
responsible agency.

Comply with the terms of any applicable Streambed Alteration (1600) Permit obtained from
the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, if applicable.

Consent to an annual on-site compliance inspection, with at least 24 hours prior notice, to be
conducted by appropriate County officials during regular business hours (Monday — Friday,
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, excluding holidays).

. Refrain from the improper storage or use of any fuels, ferfilizer, pestficide, fungicide,

rodenticide, or herbicide.

. Pay all applicable application and annual inspection fees.

. The noise produced by any generator used on an emergency-only basis for cannabis drying,

curing, and processing shall not be audible by humans from neighboring residences. The
decibel level for generators measured at the property line shall be no more than 60 decibels.
Where applicable, sound levels must also show that they will not result in the harassment of
Marbled Murrelet or Spotted Owl species. Conformance will be evaluated using current
auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the United State Fish and Wildlife Service, and
further consultation where necessary. Under these guidelines, generator noise may nof
exceed 50dB as measured at 100 feet from the generator or at the edge of the nearest
Marbled Murrelet or Spotted Owl habitat, whichever is closer.

. Storage of Fuel - Fuel shall be stored and handled in compliance with applicable state and

local laws and regulations, including the County of Humboldt's CUPA program, and in such a
way that no spillage occurs.

. The Master Log Books maintained by the applicant to track production and sales shall be

maintained for inspection by the County.

. Pay all applicable taxes as required by the Humboldt County Commercial Marijuana

Cultivation Tax Ordinance (Humboldt County Code Section 719-1 et seq.).

The operation shall parficipate in the Medical Cannabis Track and Trace Program
administered by the Humboldt County Agricultural Commissioner, when available.

Performance Standards for Cultivation and Processing Operations

PLN-12207-SP Andy Stanbury September 3, 2020 Page 14



17. Pursuant fo the MAUCRSA, Health and Safety Code section 19322(a)(?), an applicant seeking
a cultivation license shall “provide a statement declaring the applicant is an ‘agricultural
employer,’ as defined in the Alatorre-Zenovich-Dunlap-Berman Agricultural Labor Relations
Act of 1975 (Part 3.5 commencing with Section 1140) of Division 2 of the Labor Code), to the
extent not prohibited by law.”

18. Cultivators shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations
governing California Agricultural Employers, which may include: federal and state wage and
hour laws, CAL/OSHA, OSHA, California Agricultural Labor Relations Act, and the Humboldt
County Code (including the Building Code).

19. Cultivators engaged in processing shall comply with the following Processing Practices:

Processing operatfions must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condifion
including all work surfaces and equipment.

Processing operations must implement protocols which prevent processing
contamination and mold and mildew growth on cannabis.

Employees handling cannabis in processing operations must have access to
facemasks and gloves in good operable condition as applicable to their job
function.

iv. Employees must wash hands sufficiently when handling cannabis or use gloves.

20. All persons hiring employees to engage in commercial cannabis culfivation and processing
shall comply with the following Employee Safety Practices:

Cultivation operations and processing operations must implement safety protocols

and provide all employees with adequate safety fraining relevant to their specific

job functions, which may include:

(a) Emergency action response planning as necessary;

(b) Employee accident reporting and investigation policies;

(c) Fire prevention;

(d) Hazard communication policies, including maintenance of material safety
data sheets (MSDS);

(e) Materials handling policies;

(f) Job hazard analyses; and

(g) Personal protective equipment policies, including respiratory protection.

Cultivation operations and processing operations must visibly post and maintain an
emergency contact list which includes at a minimum:

(a) Operation manager contacts;

(b) Emergency responder contacts;

(c) Poison control contacts.

At all times, employees shall have access to safe drinking water and toilets and
handwashing facilities that comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws
and regulations. Plumbing facilities and water source must be capable of handling
increased usage without adverse consequences to neighboring properties or the
environment.

On site-housing provided to employees shall comply with all applicable federal,
state, and local laws and regulations.

21. All cultivators shall comply with the approved Processing Plan as to the following:
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

l. Processing Practices.

Il. Location where processing will occur.
Il Number of employees, if any.
V. Employee Safety Practices.

V.  Toilet and handwashing facilities.

VI. Plumbing and/or septic system and whether or not the system is capable of
handling increased usage.
VII. Drinking water for employees.
VIII. Plan to minimize impact from increased road use resulting from processing.

IX. On-site housing, if any.

Term of Commercial Cannabis Activity Conditional Use Permit. Any Commercial Cannabis

Cultivation CUP issued pursuant to the CMMLUO shall expire one (1) year after date of
issuance, and on the anniversary date of such issuance each year thereafter, unless an annual
compliance inspection has been conducted and the permittee(s) and the permitted site
have been found to comply with all conditions of approval.

If the inspector or other County official determines that the permittees or site do not comply
with the conditions of approval, the inspector shall serve the CUP or permit holder with a
written statement identifying the items not in compliance, and the action that the permit
holder may take to cure the non-compliance, or file an appeal within ten (10) days of the
date that the written statement is delivered to the permit holder. Personal delivery or mailing
the written statement to the mailing address listed on the application by regular mail, plus
three (3) days after date of mailing, shall constitute delivery. The permit holder may request a
reinspection to determine whether or not the permit holder has cured all issues of non-
compliance. Failure to request reinspection or to cure any items of non-compliance shall
terminate the CUP, immediately upon the expiration of any appeal period, or final
determination of the appeal if an appeal has been timely filed pursuant to section 55.4.13.

Permit Renewals to comply with Updated Laws and Regulations. Permit renewal per Ongoing
Condition of Approval #22 above is subject to the laws and regulations effective at the time
of renewal, which may be substantially different than the regulations currently in place and
may require the submittal of additional information to ensure that new standards are met.

Acknowledgements to Remain in Full Force and Effect. Permittee Acknowledges that the
County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for cultivation under any
clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in the event that environmental
condifions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the watershed in which the culfivation
area is located will not support diversions for irrigation.

Permittee further acknowledges and declares that:

[.  Allcommercial cannabis activity that I, my agents, or employees conduct pursuant to
a permit from the County of Humboldt shall be solely for medical purposes and all
commercial cannabis products produced by me, my agenfs, or employees are
infended to be consumed solely by qualified patients entitled to the protections of the
Compassionate Use Act of 1996 (codified at Health and Safety Code section 11362.5);
and

Il. All cannabis or cannabis products under my confrol, or the control of my agents or
employees, and cultivated or manufactured pursuant to local Ordinance and the
California Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act will be distributed within the
State of California; and
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Il All commercial cannabis activity conducted by me, or my agents or employees
pursuant to a permit from the County of Humboldt will be conducted in compliance
with the California Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act.

27. Transfers. Transfer of any leases or permits approved by this project is subject to the review and

approval of the Planning Director for conformance with CMMLUO eligibility requirements, and
agreement to permit terms and acknowledgments. The fee for required permit transfer review
shall accompany the request. The request shall include the following information:

a. ldentifying information for the new Owner(s) and management as required in an
initial permit application;

b. A written acknowledgment by the new Owner in accordance as required for the
initial Permit application;

c. The specific date on which the transfer is to occur;

d. Acknowledgement of full responsibility for complying with the existing Permit; and

e. Execution of an Affidavit of Non-diversion of Medical Cannabis.

28. Inspections. The permit holder and subject property owner are to permit the County or

representative(s) or designee(s) to make inspections at any reasonable time deemed
necessary to assure that the activities being performed under the authority of this permit are
in accordance with the terms and conditions prescribed herein.

Informational Notes:

1.

Pursuant to Section 314-55.4.11(a) of the CMMLUQ, if upon inspection for the initial application,
violations of any building or other health, safety, or other state of county statute, ordinance,
or regulation are discovered, the Planning and Building Department may issue a provisional
clearance or permit with a written approved Compliance Agreement. By signing the
agreement, the permittee agrees to abate or cure the violations at the earliest opportunity
but in no event more than two (2) years of the date of issuance of the provisional clearance
or permit. Plans for curing the violations shall be submitted to the Planning and Building
Department by the Permittee within one (1) year of the issuance of the provisional certfificate
or permit. The terms of the compliance agreement may be appealed pursuant to section 314-
55.4.13 of the CMMLUO.

This provisional permit approval shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of one
(1) year after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “"Effective Date”); except where the
Compliance Agreement per Condition of Approval #1 has been executed and the corrective
actions pursuant to the agreement are being undertaken. Once building permits have been
secured and/or the use initiated pursuant to the terms of the agreement, the use is subject to
the Permit Duration and Renewal provisions set forth in Conditions of Approval #23 of the On-
Going Requirements /Development Restrictions, above.

If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor on site shall
cease all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A
qualified archaeologist as well as the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to
be contacted to evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and lead
agency, develop a treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be
avoided.

Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils,
groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are
found, California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be
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conftacted immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native
American, the Native American Heritage Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner
to determine appropriate treatment of the remains pursuant to Public Resources
Code Section 5097.98. Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with Public Resources
Code Section 5097.99.

4. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth
in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board
of Supervisors. The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision. Any and
all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the
Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Streeft, Eureka.

5. The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project
conformance with conditions on a fime and material basis as set forth in the schedule of fees
and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors. The
Department will send a bill to the Applicant for all staff costs incurred for review of the project
for conformance with the conditions of approval. All Planning fees for this service shall be paid
to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.

6. A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this
project in accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date
of permit approval, it is requested that the applicant submit a check or money order for the
required filing fee in the amount of $50 payable to the Humboldt County Clerk/Recorder. If
this payment is not received within this time period, the Department will file the NOD and will
charge this cost to the project.

7. The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project
conformance with conditions prior to release of building permit or initiation of use and at time
of annualinspection. In order to demonstrate that all conditions have been satisfied, applicant
is required to pay the conformance review deposit as set forth in the schedule of fees and
charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently
$750) within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the permit or upon filing of the Compliance
Agreement (where applicable), whichever occurs first. Payment shall be made to the
Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Streeft, Eureka.

8. The operator shall provide information to all employees about the potential health impacts of
cannabis use on children. Information shall be provided by posting the brochures from the
Department of Health and Human Services titled Cannabis Palm Card and Cannabis Rack
Card. This information shall also be provided to all employees as part of the employee
orientation.
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ATTACHMENT 2

REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL

Required Findings: To approve this project, the Hearing Officer must determine that the applicant
has submitted evidence in support of making all of the following required findings.

The County Zoning Ordinance, Sections 312-1.1.2 and 312-17.1 of the Humboldt County Code
(Required Findings for All Discretionary Permits) specify the findings that are required to grant a
Special Permit:

1.

The proposed development is in conformance with the County General Plan, the Open Space
Plan 2017, and the Open Space Action Program;

The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the existing zone in which the
site is located;

The proposed development conforms with all applicable standards and requirements of these
regulations;

The proposed development and conditions under which it may be operated or maintained
will not be detfrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare; or materially injurious to property
or improvements in the vicinity;

The proposed development does notf reduce the residential density for any parcel below that
utilized by the Department of Housing and Community Development in determining
compliance with housing element law (the midpoint of the density range specified in the plan
designation) unless the following written findings are made supported by substantial evidence:
1) the reduction is consistent with the adopted general plan including the housing element;
and 2) the remaining sites identified in the housing element are adequate to accommodate
the County share of the regional housing need; and 3) the property contains insurmountable
physical or environmental limitations and clustering of residential units on the developable
portions of the site has been maximized; and

In addition, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) states that one of the following
findings must be made prior to approval of any development which is subject to the
regulations of CEQA. The project either:

a. Is categorically or statutorily exempt; or

b. Has no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the
environment and a negative declaration has been prepared; or

c. Has had a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) prepared and all significant
environmental effects have been eliminated or substantially lessened, or the required
findings in Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines have been made.
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1. The proposed development must be consistent with the General Plan. The following table
identifies the substantial evidence which supports finding that the proposed development is in
conformance with all applicable policies and standards of the Humboldt County General Plan
2017, the Open Space Plan 2017, and the Open Space Action Program.

Plan Section

Summary of Applicable Goal,
Policy or Standard

Evidence Which Supports Making the
General Plan Conformance Finding

Land Use
Chapter 4

Land Use
Designations

Section 4.8

Residential Agriculture (RA-40):
Large lot residential uses that
typically rely upon on-site water
and wastewater systems. The
RA-40 designation applies to
more remote, steep, and high
hazard areas and is meant fo
ensure compatibility with
adjacent resource production
and open space uses.

Allowable uses include single
family residential, second
residential unit, guest house,
planned developments, and
residential accessory uses.

Density range is 40 acres/unit.

The Applicant is proposing fto permit
existing 7,500 square feet of existing
outdoor cannabis cultivation. General
and intensive agriculture and agriculture
product processing are allowable use
types for this designation.

Circulation
Chapter7

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to a
balanced, safe, efficient,
accessible, and convenient
circulation system that is
appropriate for each type of
unincorporated community (C-
G1,CT-G2); coordinated
planning design, development,
operations, and maintenance
between the County and other
transportation system service
providers (C-G3); and access
for all fransportation mode
types with improved
opportunifies to move goods
within, info and out of
Humboldt County. (C-G4, C-
G3)

Related policies: C-P3.
Consideration of Transportation
Impacts in Land Use Decision
Making.

Access o the site is off of Upper Thomas
Road, which is on the Public Works
“APPROVED LIST" of County Maintained
Roads that meet (or are equivalent to)
Road Category 4 standards for Cannabis
Projects issued by the Department of
Public Works (see Aftachment 4). From
Upper Thomas Road at Mile Marker 0.8 is
the applicant’s private access, which
does not serve other parcels.

Humboldt County Department of Public
Works recommended conditional
approval. The Department of Public Works
request the applicant to complete all
recommendations in Segment 3, 4, and 5
found in the addendum by Stillwater
Sciences dated October 5, 2018, and
February 20, 2019, from the original report
previously stamped and received by
Humboldt County Building Division on
January 8, 2018, which includes the road
system past the County maintained road
heading southerly. The project s
conditioned for the applicant to adhere
to all recommendations made by the
Humboldt County Department of Public
Works.
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Housing
Chapter 8

Goals and policies contained in
this Element seek to identify
existing and projected housing
needs and establish goals,
policies, standards and
measures for the preservation,
improvement, and
development of housing.

Related policies: H-P3,
Development of Parcels in the
Residential Land Inventory.

The subject parcel was included in the
2019 Regional Housing Needs Allocation
Land Inventory. However, the project will
not preclude any future residential
development. The project will not reduce
the residential density for any parcel
below that utilized by the Department of
Housing and Community Development in
determining compliance with housing
element law. The project is therefore
consistent with the Housing Element.

Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Open  Space
Section 10.2

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to an Open
Space and Conservation
Program that is complimentary
to other agencies’ plans and
that preserves the county'’s
unique open spaces. (CO-G1,
CO-G3)

Related policies: CO-P1,
Conservation and Open Space
Program; CO-P12,
Development Review, CO-S1.
Identification of Local Open
Space Plan, and CO-S2.
Identification of the Open
Space Action Program.

The project is for the continued operation
of cannabis cultivation and would not
authorize any fimber harvesting. The
project would leave intact, the existing
open space areas surrounding the
cultivation areas as well as surrounding
parcels. In addition, the project would
remove existing cultivation from
environmentally sensitive areas, allowing
those areas to return to open space use,
and relocate the cultivation fo an
environmentally superior upland site.

The project can be found consistent with
the Open Space Action Program because
the project is consistent with the allowable
uses of the Land Use Designations. The

proposed cannabis cultivation - an
agricultural  product - is within land
planned for agricultural  purposes,

consistent with the use of Open Space

land for management production of
resources. In addition, the project
incorporates numerous conditions of

approval related to the listed policies that
would ensure resources are protected
and is; therefore, consistent with the Open
Space element.

Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Biological
Resources

Section 10.3

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to mapped
sensitive habitat areas where
policies are applied to protect
fish and wildlife and facilitate
the recovery of endangered
species. (BR-G1, Threatened
and Endangered Species, BR-
G2, Sensitive and Crifical
Habitat, BR-G3, Benefits of
Biological Resources)

The California Natural Diversity Database
(CNDDB) did not show any known rare or
sensitive species on the subject parcel.
The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSO)
Activity Centerislocated 1.92 miles east of
the cultivation site and nearest NSO
sighting is located 1.7 miles southeast of
the cultivation site. The nearest mapped
Marbled murrelet habitat is located 3.7
miles west of the project site. According to
the Biological Resources Assessment (see
Attachment 4) prepared by Natural
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Related policies: BR-P1.
Compatible Land Uses, BR-P5.
Streamside Management
Areas.

Resources Management Corporation,
dated November 27, 2019, there were no
special status species detected during the
biological survey. The survey also
concluded the project is not expected to
have impacts on the Northern Spotfted
Owls. The project will be powered by
propane and solar, with litfle use of
generafors. The survey recommends the
applicant to keep noise levels at a
minimum during the year-round
operations in order to help maintain the
quality of habitat for all wildlife species. All
generafors are kept in  secondary
containment. Ongoing conditions of
approval require the maximum allowable
generator noise exposure level is 50 dB
when measured from the generator at a
distance of 100 feet or at the edge of
habitatf, whichever is closer. Conditions of
approval require the applicant to provide
evidence that generator and fan noise
exposure levels are 50 dB when measured
at 100 feet or edge of habitat. Artificial
lighting used in the propagation
greenhouses will adhere to International
Dark Sky standards as set forth in the
CMMLUO. The project is also conditioned
for the applicant to follow all
recommendations found within the
Biological Resources Assessment. As
conditioned, the project therefore
conforms with this section.

The applicant is proposing to relocate an
existing 7,500-square-foot cultivation area
on the subject parcel to two
environmentally superior locations. The
applicant is relocating the cannabis due
to the proximity of a class Ill watercourse.
There are two different cultivation areas
located on the parcel, one on the
northern portion of the parcel and one on
the southern portion of the parcel. On the
northern portion of the parcel, cultivation
will occur in cultivation will occur in two (2)
640-square-foot greenhouses, three (3)
576-square-foot greenhouses, and two (2)
416-square-foot  greenhouses, fotaling
3,840 square feet. On the on the southern
portion of the parcel cultivation will occur
in three 1,220-sqaure-foot greenhouses,
totaling 3,660 square feet. There are two
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360-square-foot propagation
greenhouses located near the northern
cultivation site. The Biological Resources
Assessment  states  the  pre-existing
cultivation site is in a location that has
been used as garden space since the
1970’s. The applicants intend to use a
portion of the pre-existing site for food
production. The garden area will be
outside the SMA setback requirements
and there is no further restoration
necessary.

Irigation water is sourced from a 250,000-
gallon  rainwater catchment pond
located on APN 221-141-016. The
applicant estimates 131,250-gallons will be
required annually for irrigation. Water
storage on the parcel consist of 250,000-
gallon rainwater catchment pond, a
30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank,
and one 1,500-gallon hard storage tank.
There is a total of 281,500 gallons of water
storage on the parcel. The project is
conditioned for the applicant to obtain an
easement for the use of the 250,000-gallon
rainwater catchment pond located on
APN 221-141-016.

According to the Biological Resource
Assessment, the 1250,000-gallon rainwater
catchment pond was observed to have at
least 8 adult non-native bullfrogs present
during a site inspection. As an ongoing
condition for the life of the project, the
applicant is required to comply with the
attached “Bull Frog Management Plan™
(see Attachment 4). The Biological
Resource Assessment also recommends
strict adherence Riparian  Setback
Requirements for Humboldt County and
State Water Board and maintain quality
habitat for amphibians and anadromous
fish; drain the line rainwater catchment
pond at the end of each growing season;
no use of plastic support netting; and take
appropriate  measures to avoid any
sediment runoff from the parcel to
receiving waters. The  project s
conditioned for the applicant to follow all
recommendations found within  the
Biological Resources Assessment prepared
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by Natural Resources Management
Corporation, dated November 27, 2019.

CDFW was sent a project referral on
February 7, 2020, however, no response
was received. Staff reached out directly to
CDFW staff on August 7, 2020. Describe
outcome or conditions added to address
typical CDFW comments.

Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Cultural
Resources

Section 10.6

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to the
protection and enhancement
of significant cultural resources,
providing heritage, historic,
scientific, educational, social
and economic values to
benefit present and future
generations. (CU-G1, Protection
and Enhancement of
Significant Cultural Resources)

Related policies: CU-PT.
Identification and Protection,
CU-P2. Native American Tribal
Consultation.

The subject project was referred to the
Bear River Tribe on February 28, 2020. The
Bear River Band of Rancheria commented
on the project on May 12, 2020. No
Cultural  Resource  Evaluation  was
requested. Standard Inadvertent
Archaeological Discovery Protocol will be
implemented  during any  project
construction activities. As conditioned, the
project therefore conforms to this section.

Conservation

Goals and policies contained in

The subject application is for 7,500-square-

and Open this Chapter relate to the feet of existing outdoor cannabis
Space protection of scenic areas that | culfivation. Cultivation does not involve
Chapter 10 contribute fo the enjoyment of | any lighting. Supplemental lighting will be
Humboldt County’s beauty and | used in the two proposed 360-square-foot
abundant natural resources greenhouses. The proposed light shields
Scenic (SR-G1); and a system of scenic | would ensure that light will not be visible
Resources highways roadways that from neighboring properties. As part of the
Section 10.6 increase the enjoyment of, and | Cultivation and Operations Plan
opportunities for, recreational compliance with the International Dark
and cultural pursuits and Sky Association standards for lighting Zone
tourism in the County. (SR-G2) 0 and Lighting Zone 1 is included in project
Related policies: SR-S4. Light operations and also included as a
and Glare. condition of approval. The proposed
project is not located in proximity to any
scenic highway or roadway and,
accordingly, light generated by the
proposed project would not decrease the
enjoyment of any user of a scenic
highway or other scenic area within the
vicinity of the proposed project.
Therefore, as conditioned, the proposed

project is consistent with this section.
Water Goals and policies contained The applicant was required to enroll in the
Resources in this Chapter relate to State Cannabis Discharge program by
Chapter 11 coordinated watershed July 2021. Conditions of approval require

planning and land use

the applicant to submit evidence of
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decision making to advance

enrollment into the State Cannabis

Stormwater management priorities (WR- Cultivation  Discharge  program by
Drainage G3, WR-G4, WR-G5); submitting copies of all documents filed
watershed conservation and with the State Water Resources Control
restoration efforts aimed at de- | Board, including, but not limited to, a
listing water bodies and Notice of Applicability and a Site
watersheds which are restored | Management Plan. The applicant is
to meet all beneficial uses, required to adhere to and implement the
including water use, salmon requirements contained in the SWRCB's
and steelhead recovery plans, Cannabis Cultivation Policy, the General
recreational activities, and the | Order and the Notice of Applicability. A
economy. (WR-G1, WR-G2, copy of the reporting form portion of the
WR-G7, WR-G8, WR-G9) Mitigation and Reporting Program (MRP)
Related policies: WR-P10. shall be submitted annually to the
Erosion and Sediment Planning and Building Department
Discharge; WR-42 Erosion and concurrent with the submittal to the
Sediment Control Measures. SWRCB. The project is consistent with the
Water Resource policies of the General
Plan.
Water Goals and policies contained The applicant is proposing to construct a
Resources in this Chapter relate to permitted ADA restroom and hand
Chapter 11 adequate public water supply | washing facility. The project is conditioned
as well as onsite wastewater for the applicant to utilize portable toilefs
systems and natural and fo serve the cannabis operations until a
Onsite developed storm drainage permitted ADA restroom is constructed.
Wastewater systems that minimize The applicant shall provide an invoice, or
Systems interference with surface and equivalent  documentation to the
groundwater flows and storm Department of Environmental Health to
water pollution. (WR-G6, WR- confirm the continual use of the portable
G9, WR G10) toilet to serve the needs of the farm
Related policies: WR-IM7. Basin | oPerafors and no processing on-site s
Plan Septic Requirements; and authorized by this permit unfil the
IS-P20. On-Site Sewage Disposal | commercial facilities are constructed.
Requirements.
Noise Goals and policies contained in | The subject parcel is not located in an
Chapter 13 this Chapter discourage area that requires special noise
incompatible uses within attenuation measures. The nearest
communities and reduce Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) Activity

excessive noise through the
application of standards. (N-
G1,N-G2)

Related policies: N-P1, Minimize
Noise from Stationary and
Mobile Sources; N-P4,
Protection from Excessive Noise.

Center is located 1.92 miles east of the
cultivation site and nearest NSO sighting is
located 1.7 miles southeast of the
cultivation site. The nearest mapped
Marbled murrelet habitat is located 3.7
miles west of the project site. According to
the Biological Resources Assessment (see
Attachment 4) prepared by Natural
Resources Management Corporation,
dated November 27, 2019, there were
special status species detected during the
biological survey. The survey also
concluded the project is not expected to
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have impacts on the Northern Spofted
Owls. The project will be powered by
propane and solar, with litfle use of
generators. The survey recommends the
applicant to keep noise levels at a
minimum during the year-round
operations in order to help maintain the
quality of habitat for all wildlife species. All
generafors are kept in  secondary
containment. Ongoing conditions of
approval require the maximum allowable
generafor noise exposure level is 50 dB
when measured from the generator at a
distance of 100 feet or at the edge of
habitatf, whichever is closer. Conditions of
approval require the applicant to provide
evidence that generator and fan noise
exposure levels are 50 dB when measured
at 100 feet or edge of habitat. As
conditioned, the project therefore
conforms with this section. The project is
also conditioned for the applicant fo
follow all recommendations found within
the Biological Resources Assessment.

Safety Element
Chapter 14

Geologic &
Seismic

Goals and policies contained
in this Chapter relate to
communities that are
designed and built to minimize
the potential for loss of life and
property resulting from natural
and manmade hazards; and
to prevent unnecessary
exposure to areas of geologic
instability, floodplains, fsunami
run-up areas, high risk wildland
fire areas, and airport areas
planned and conditioned to
prevent unnecessary exposure
of people and property to risks
of damage orinjury. (S-G1, S-
G2)

Related policies: S-P11. Site

Suitability, S-P7. Structural
Hazards.

The project site is not located in a mapped
Alquist-Priolo fault zone nor is subject to
liguefaction. The cultivation areas occur
on slopes less than 15% and is seismically
classified as high instability. There are no
historic landslides located on the subject
parcel. Staff does not believe the project
will pose a threat to public safety related
from exposure to natural or manmade
hazards.
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Safety Element
Chapter 14

Flooding

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to the use of
natfural drainage channels and
watersheds that are managed
to minimize peak flows in order
to reduce the severity and
frequency of flooding. (S-G3)

Related policies include: S-P12,
Federal Flood Insurance
Program; S-P13, Flood Plains; S-
P15, Construction Within Special
Flood Hazard Areas.

The subject site is outside any mapped
flood hazard areas. The project site is not
within a mapped dam or levee inundation
area and, at over 12 miles distance from
the coast and elevation at approximately
1,380 feet above mean sea level and is
outside the areas subject to tsunami run-

up.

Safety Element
Chapter 14

Fire Hazards

Goals and policies of this
Chapter encourage
development designed to
reduce the risk of structural and
wildland fires supported by fire
protection services that
minimize the potential.

Related policies: S-P19,
Conformance with State
Responsibility Areas (SRA) Fire
Safe Regulations.

The subject parcel is located within an
area with a high fire hazard severity. The
subject property is located outside of the
Briceland Fire Protection District boundary;
however, the project is located within the
State Fire Responsibility Area where the
State of California has the primary
financial responsibility for the prevention
and suppression of wildland fires.

The subject property contains an 250,000-
gallon rainwater catchment pond, a
30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank,
and one 1,500-gallon hard storage tank.
The applicant proposes to implement a
2,500-gallon water tank dedicated to fire
suppression. The rainwater catchment
pond and tank will also provide additional
fire protection on site. The project would
provide adequate site access and
driveways, setbacks, furn-a-rounds, and
signing and building numbers to conform
with standards conform with the Humboldt
County Code Section 3112-12, the Fire
Safe Regulations.

Community
Infrastructure
and Services
Element,
Chapter 5

Implementation
Action Plan

IS-S5 requires new industrial,
commercial and residential
development located outside
of fire district boundaries to
obtain written
acknowledgment of available
emergency response and fire
suppression services from the
local fire agency, including any
recommended mitigation.

The subject parcel is located outside the
Briceland Fire Protection District boundary
and it is assumed that no service would be
available from the District, and that no
acknowledgment would be received. For
this reason, conditions of approval for the
proposed project require the applicant to
record an "ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO
AVAILABLE EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND
FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES” for the
parcel(s) on a form provided by the
Humboldt County Planning Division.
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For discretfionary permits
findings shall be made that no
service is available, and the
project shall be conditioned to
record acknowledgment of no
available emergency response
and fire suppression services.

Air Quality
Chapter 15

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to improved
air quality fo meet current and
future state and federal
standards, including attainment
of particulate matter
requirements (AQ-G1, AQ-G2,
AQ-G3) and the successful
reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions to levels consistent
with state and federal
requirements. (AQ-G3)

Related policies: AQ-P4,
Construction and Grading Dust
Control, AQ-S1. Construction
and Grading Dust Conftrol, AQ-
P7. Interagency Coordination.

Applications for grading and/or building
permits shall be referred to the North
Coast Air Quality Management District
(NCAQMD) for review and consultation.
Dust conftrol practices during construction
and grading shall achieve compliance
with  NCAQMD fugitive dust emission
standards.

2. Zoning Compliance and 3. Conforms with applicable standards and requirements of these
regulations: The following table identifies the evidence which supports finding that the proposed
development is in conformance with all applicable policies and standards in the Humboldt
County Zoning Regulations.

Zoning Section

Summary of Applicable
Requirement

Evidence That Supports
Finding

the Zoning

§312-1.1.2

Legal Lot
Requirement

Development permits shall be
issued only for a lot that was
created in compliance with all
applicable state and local
subdivision regulations.

The subject parcel has been determined
to be one legal parcel (lot 3) as shown
on Parcel Map recorded in Book 3 of
Parcel Maps page 5.

§314-8.1

Unclassified
Zone

This area has not been sufficiently
studied tfo justify precise zoning
classifications.

The applicant is seeking a Special Permit
for  7,500-square-feet  of  outdoor
cannabis  cultivation.  The  existing
cultivation is specifically allowed with a
Special Permit in this zoning district and
under Section 314-55.48.2 of the
CMMLUO.

Minimum Lot
Size:

6,000 square feet

38.99-acres
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Maximum Forty percent (40%) <10%
Ground

Coverage:

Minimum Lot Fifty feet (50') 1,250 feet
Width:

Maximum Lot One Hundred Feet (100’) 1,352 feet

Depth:

Minimum Yard
Setbacks:

(Through the
SRA setbacks)

Front: 20 feet
Rear: 20 feet
Side: 30 feet

SRA: 30 feet, all sides

Front: >30 feet
Rear: >30 feet
Sides: >30 feet

Max. Building
Height:

None Specified

<35 feet

§314-61.1
Streamside
Management
Area (SMA)

Purpose: To provide minimum
standards pertaining to the use
and development of land
located within Streamside
Management Areas (SMAs) and
other wet areas (OWA) to
implement the County’s Open
Space Element of the General
Plan.

The parcel is situated above Hacker
Creek. The project site is located
approximately 1,147 feet north from the
Streamside  Management Area. The
applicant will be utiliziing a 250,000-
gallon rainwater catchment pond
located on APN 221-141-016 as the
source for irrigation. According to the
Biological Report prepared by Natural
Resources Management Corporation,
dated November 27, 2019, the applicant
will be relocating two existing cultivation
sites that are in close proximity to a Class
Il watercourse. Cannabis will be located
in two different areas on the parcel.
There will be 3,660 square feet of
cannabis located on the southern side of
the parcel and 3,840 square feet of
cannabis will be located on the north
side of the parcel. The applicant will be
utilizing fimed irrigation and watering
techniques that will help prevent runoff.
Straw wattle will also be placed around
the cultivation sites. Because most of the
culfivation is located on slopes less than
15% and the applicant wil be
implementing a site drainage and runoff
plan, staff does not believe the project
will have an impact on any Streamside
Management Areas (SMA).

§314-109.1

Off Street Parking for
Agricultural use*: Parking

5 spaces
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Off-Street
Parking

space per employee at peak
shift. A minimum of three
parking spaces are required.

*Use for this activity is not
specified. Per Section 314-
109.1.2.9, the Director may fix the
required number of parking
spaces based on standards for
most comparable use.

314-55.4 et seq.

HCC: Commercial Cultivation, Processing, Manufacturing and Distribution of
Cannabis for Medical Use Inland Land Use Regulation (CMMLUOQO)

§314-55.4.8.2 Commercial cannabis cultivation | A review of aerial imagery on the
is allowed on parcels zoned U, Humboldt County WebGIS shows the
. with no parcel size limitation. In all | parcel has a naturally open area where
Timber . zones where culfivation is allowed | domestic and culfivation activities have
Conversion consisting of timberland, the occurred. Tree removal that could
commercial cultivation of constitute a fimber conversion does not
cannabis for medical use shall appear to have occurred because the
only be permitted within a 3-acre | existing stands of trees appear to be the
conversion exemption areaq, or same that are currently only the site. No
non-timberland open area. observed conversion has occurred since
the adoption of the CMMLUO. No trees
are proposed to be removed as part of
the project.
§314-55.4.8.2.2 | On parcels 5 acres or larger in The proposed action is for a Special
size, a Zoning Clearance Permit for an existing 7,500 square foot
. Certificate, Special Permit or cannabis cultivation operation on APN
Existing Conditional Use Permit may be 221-141-017, which is a 38.99-acre parcel
Op‘rdoo‘r and issued for existing outdoor and zoned U. Aerial imagery on TerraServer®
Mlxgd—L{ghT mixed light cultivation for some or | indicate  that  existing  culfivation
Cultivation all of the cultivation area in operations on the property prior to
Areas existence prior to January 1, 2016. | January 1, 2016. The cultivation areq,
The total cultivation area allowed | type, status, and zoning of the parcel are
on a single parcel shall not consistent with the requirements for a
exceed one acre for outdoor Special Permit. The applicant will comply
cultivation or 22,000 square feet with all conditions of the CMMLUO, as
for mixed-light cultivation. specified in  the recommended
A Conditional Use Permit is conditions of approval.
appropriate for existing outdoor
and/or mixed-light cultivation
>10,000 - 43,560 sf on parcels over
1-acre, zoned U.
§314-55.4.8.10 | No more than four commercial According to records maintained by the
cannabis activity permits may be | Department, Andy  Stanbury, has
Permit Limit issued to a single person, as applied for two other cannabis activity

defined in the referenced
section.

permits, and is entitled to four. This
application is for one permit (existing
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cultivation). The applicant has applied
for a total of three permits.

§314-55.4.9.1 Processing for cultivation requiring | Drying and curing of cannabis will occur
a Special Permit or Use Permit will | in a 41é6-square-foot utility building.

Accessory be considered in the Use Permit Trimming will occur offsite by a licensed

Processing application. processing facility.

§314-55.4.10 Identfifies the Information Attachment 4 identifies the information

Application Required for All Applications submitted with the application. Contents

Requirements

of the application are on file. All
outstanding items are included as
conditions of approval.

§314-55.4.11 Identifies the Performance All - the applicable performance
Standards for Cannabis standards are included as Conditions of

Performance Cultivation Activities project approval. They are required to

Standards be met throughout the timeframe of the

permit.

§314-55.4.11.c | Compliance with all statutes, The applicant estimates a maximum of
regulations and requirements of 131,250 gallons of stored rainwater will

Performance the California State Water be required annually for irigation. The

Standards- Resources Control Board, Division | water source for the irrigation is a

Water of Water Rights, at a minimum to | 250,000-gallon  rainwater catchment
include a statement of diversion pond located on APN 221-141-016. There
of surface water from a stream, is 281,500 gallons of water storage on the
river, underground stream, or parcel. the project complies with the
other watercourse required by referenced section.

Water Code Section 5101, or
other applicable permit, license,
or registration.

§314-55.4.11.d | The area of cannabis cultivation The site plan illustrates that all cannabis
and on-site processing shall be cultivation areas are set back at least 30

Performance setback at least 30 feet from any | feet from property lines. The site plan

Standards- property line, and 600 feet from notes, and review of aerial imagery

Setbacks any school, school bus stop, verifies, that there are no schools, school
church or other place of religious | bus stops, public parks, places of
worship, public park, or tribal worship, or tribal cultural resources within
cultural resources (TCRs). 600 feet of the project site. Based on

Tribal review there are no TCRs present
on the site.

§314-55.4.11.0 | The noise produced by a The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSQO)
generator used for cannabis Activity Center is located 1.92 miles east
cultivation shall not be audible by | of the cultivation site and nearest NSO

Performance humans from neighboring sighting is located 1.7 miles southeast of

Standards- residences. The combined the cultivation site. The nearest mapped

,EIBsi?:roTor decibel level for all noise sources, | Marbled murrelet habitat is located 3.7

including generators, at the
property line shall be no more
than 60 decibels. Where
applicable, sound levels must

miles west of the project site. According
to the Biological Resources Assessment
(see Attachment 4) prepared by Natural
Resources Management Corporation,

PLN-12207-SP Andy Stanbury

September 3, 2020

Page 31




dated November 27, 2019, there were
special status species detected during
the biological survey. The survey also
concluded the project is not expected
to have impacts on the Northern Spotted
Owils. The project will be powered by
propane and solar, with litfle use of
generators. The survey recommends the
applicant to keep noise levels at a
minimum  during the  year-round
operations in order to help maintain the
quality of habitat for all wildlife species.
All generators are kept in secondary
containment. Ongoing conditions of
approval  require  the  maximum
allowable generator noise exposure
level is 50 dB when measured from the
generator at a distance of 100 feet or at
the edge of habitat, whichever is closer.
Conditions of approval require the
applicant to provide evidence that
generator and fan noise exposure levels
are 50 dB when measured at 100 feet or
edge of habitat. As conditioned, the
project therefore conforms with this
section. The project is also conditioned
for the applicant to follow all
recommendations found within the
Biological Resources Assessment.

also show that they will not result
in the harassment of Marbled
Murrelet or Spotted Owl species,
when generator use is to occurin
the vicinity of potential habitat.
Conformance will be evaluated
using current auditory
disturbance guidance prepared
by the United State Fish and
Wildlife Service.

§314-55.4.17 No application for any Use Permit
pursuant to the CMMLUO shall be
processed forissuance or
approval that is received after

December 31, 2016.

The applicant filed the application on
December 21, 2016.

Sunset Date

4. Public Health, Safety and Welfare: The following table identifies the evidence which supports
finding that the proposed development will not be detfrimental to the public health, safety and
welfare or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity.

Code Section Summary  of Evidence that Supports the Required Finding

Requirements

Applicable

properties orimprovements in
the vicinity.

§312-17.1.4 The proposed development | The Department finds that the proposed
Required will not be defrimental to the | project will not be detrimental to the public
Findings for all public health, safety and | health, safety and welfare since all reviewing
Projects welfare, and will not be | referral agencies have approved the

materially injurious fo | proposed project design. The project as

proposed and conditioned is consistent with
the general plan and zoning ordinances; and
the proposed project is not expected to
cause significant environmental damage.
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5. Residential Density Target: The following table identifies the evidence which supports finding
that the proposed project will nof reduce the residential density for any parcel below that ufilized
by the Department of Housing and Community Development in determining compliance with
housing element law.

Code Section Summary of Applicable Evidence that Supports the

Requirement Required Finding
17.1.5 The proposed development | The subject parcel was included in the
Housing Element | Shall  not reduce  the | 2019 Regional Housing Needs Allocation
Densities residential density for any | Land Inventory. The proposed project does

parcel below that utilized by | not preclude future residential
the Department of Housing | development on the subject parcel.

and Community
Development in determining
compliance with housing
element law (the midpoint
of the density range
specified in  the plan
designation), except where:
1) the reduction is consistent
with the adopted general
plan including the housing
element; and 2) the
remaining sites identified in
the housing element are
adequate to
accommodate the County
share of the regional housing
need; and 3) the property
contains insurmountable
physical or environmental
limitations and clustering of
residential units on the
developable portions of the
site has been maximized.

6. Environmental Impact: The following table identifies the evidence which supports finding that
the proposed development will not adversely impact the environment.

As lead agency, the Department prepared an Addendum to the previously adopted Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) (State Clearinghouse # 2015102005) prepared for the Commercial
Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) and adopted by the County Board of
Supervisors January 26, 2015. The MND prepared for the CMMLUO established that the
environmental effects of existing cultivation operations would be reduced from the baseline
impacts through the regulations applied by the CMMLUO. The proposed project is consistent with
all regulations within the CMMLUO and all mitigation measures of the MND. The project is for the
approval of an existing cultivation. The environmental document on file include detailed
discussions of all the relevant environmental issues.
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CEQA Addendum
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CEQA ADDENDUM TO THE
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE COMMERCIAL MEDICIAL MARIJUANA LAND USE
ORDINANCE

Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
(State Clearinghouse # 2015102005), January 2016

APN 221-141-017, 2233 Road B, Honeydew, County of Humboldt

Prepared By
Humboldt County Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street, Eureka, CA 95501

September 2020
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Background

Modified Project Description and Project History - The original project reviewed under the
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use
Ordinance (CMMLUQO) addressed the broad environmental impacts that could be expected to
occur from the adoption and implementation of the ordinance. The MND specified that the
regulations established in the CMMLUO would mitigate the impacts of existing cannabis
operations by establishing regulations for an existing unregulated land use to help prevent and
reduce environmental impacts that are known to result from unpermitted baseline cultivation
operations. The MND states that “Bringing existing operations info compliance will help to
attenuate potential environmental effects from existing cultivation activities, including aesthetic
impacts resulting from improper operation or poor siting.”

A Special Permit for an existing 7,500-square-foot outdoor cultivation. Cultivation activities extend
from April to September. The applicant is anticipating two cultivation cycles per year. The project
involves an onsite relocation of one existing cultivation area to two environmentally superior
locations on the subject parcel. There are two different cultivation areas located on the parcel,
one on the northern portion of the parcel and one on the southern portion of the parcel. On the
northern portion of the parcel, cultivation will occur in cultivation will occur in two (2) 640-square-
foot greenhouses, three (3) 576-square-foot greenhouses, and two (2) 416-square-foot
greenhouses, totaling 3,840 square feet. On the on the southern portion of the parcel cultivation
will occur in three 1,220-sqaure-foot greenhouses, totaling 3,660 square feet. There are two 360-
sgaure-foot propagation greenhouses located near the northern cultivation site. Arfificial lighting
used in the propagation greenhouses will adhere to International Dark Sky standards as set forth
in the CMMLUO. Processing, such as drying and curing, will occur in a 416-square-foot utility
building. Timming will occur offsite by a licensed processing facility. Further processing, such as
trimming, will occur offsite at a licensed processing facility. There will be a maximum of two people
working on-site.

Irrigation for the project will be sourced from a 250,000-gallon off-stream pond located on APN
221-141-016 and a 30,000-gallon rain catchment tank. The applicant estimates 131,250 gallons will
be required annually for irrigation. Water storage on the parcel consist of 250,000-gallon off-stream
pond, a 30,000-gallon rainwater catchment tank, and one 1,500-gallon hard storage tank. There
is a toftal of 281,500 gallons of water storage on the parcel. The project will be powered by
propane and solar, with a backup generator.

According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) there are no known rare or
sensitive species on the subject parcel. The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) Activity Centeris
located 1.92 miles east of the cultivation site and nearest NSO sighting is located 1.7 miles
southeast of the cultivation site. The nearest mapped Marbled murrelet habitatis located 3.7 miles
west of the project site. According to the Biological Resources Assessment prepared by Natural
Resources Management Corporation, dated November 27, 2019, there were no special status
species detected during the biological survey. The survey also concluded the project is not
expected to have impacts on the Northern Spotted Owls.

The modified project is consistent with the adopted MND for the CMMLUO because it complies
with all standards of the CMMLUO which were intended to mitigate for impacts of existing
cultivation. These include relocation from sensitive riparian areas and implementation of habitat
restoration, reliance on water storage and rainwater catchment to provide water for irrigation,
and proper storage of fertilizers and soil amendments.

Purpose - Section 15164 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides that the lead
agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND) if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section
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15162 calling for a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration have occurred. Section 15162 states
that when an EIR has been certified for a project, no subsequent EIR shall be prepared for that
project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the
whole record, one or more of the following:

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which require major revisions of the previous
MND due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase
in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or

2. Substantfial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous MND due to the involvement of
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously
identified significant effects; or

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous MND was certified
as complete, shows any of the following: A) the project will have one or more significant
effects not discussed in the previous MND; B) significant effect previously examined will be
substantially more severe than shown in the previous MND; C) mitigation measures or
alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be feasible and would
substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but the project proponents
decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or D) mitigation measures or
alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the previous MND would
substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, but the project
proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative.

Summary of Significant Project Effects and Mitigation Recommended

No changes are proposed for the original MND recommended mitigations. The proposal to
authorize 7,500 square feet of outdoor cultivation processing and remediation of a historic
cultivation area to bring the operation info compliance with the CMMLUO is fully consistent with
the impacts identified and adequately mitigated in the original MND. The project as conditioned
fo implement responsible agency recommendations, results in no significantly adverse
environmental effects beyond those idenftified in the MND.

In reviewing the application for consistency with the adopted MND, the County considered the
following information and studies, among other documents (see Attachment 4 for a complete
listing of information and studies):

e Operations Plan for Andy Stanbury; APN 221-141-017 prepared by the Applicant,
August 8, 2019.
e Site Plan for Andy Stanbury; APN 221-141-017 prepared by the Applicant, June 5, 2020.
e Biological Report for Andy Stanbury; APN 221-141-017 prepared by Natural Resources
Management Corporation, February 5, 2020.
Other CEQA Considerations
Staff suggests no changes for the revised project.

EXPLANATION OF DECISION NOT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
OR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
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See Purpose statement above.

In every impact category analyzed in this review, the projected consequences of the current
project proposal are either the same or less than significantly increased than the initial project for
which the MND was adopted. Based upon this review, the following findings are supported:

FINDINGS

1. The proposed project will permit an existing cannabis operation and bring the operation
info compliance with county and state requirements infended to adequately mitigate
environmental impacts, and will permit a nursery on a site that is fully in compliance with
the locational requirements specified in the CMMLUO.

2. The circumstances under which the project was approved have not changed
substantially. There are no new significant environmental effects and no substantial
increases in the severity of previously identified effects.

3. For the current proposed project, there has been no new information of substantial
importance, which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of
reasonable diligence at the time the previous MND was adopted as complete.

CONCLUSION
Based on these findings it is concluded that an Addendum to the certified MND is appropriate to
address the requirements under CEQA for the current project proposal. All of the findings,

mitigation requirements, and mitigation and monitoring program of the MND, remain in full force
and effect on the original project.
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ATTACHMENT 4

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings

Attachment 4 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant
in support of making the required findings. The following materials are on file with the Planning
Division:

1.

The name, contact, address and phone number(s) of the applicant. (Application form
on file)

If the applicant is not the record title owner of parcel, written consent of the owner for
the application with original signature and notary acknowledgement. (Not applicable)

Site plan showing the entire parcel, including easements, streams, springs, ponds and
other surface water features, and the location and area for cultivation on the parcel with
dimensions of the area for cultivation and setbacks from property lines. The site plan shall
also include all areas of ground disturbance or surface water disturbance associated
with cultivation activities, including: access roads, water diversions, culverts, ponds,
dams, graded flats, and other related features. If the area for cultivation is within 4 mile
(1,320 ft.) of a school, school bus stop, church or other place of religious worship, public
park, or Tribal Cultural Resource, the site plan shall include dimensions showing that the
distance from the location of such features to the nearest point of the cultivation area is
at least 600 feet (Attached).

A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for
water storage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff and erosion conftrol; watershed
and habitat protection; and proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated
products to be used on the parcel, and a description of cultivation activities (outdoor,
indoor, mixed light), the approximate date(s) cannabis cultivation activities have been
conducted on the parcel prior to the effective date of this ordinance, if applicable, and
schedule of activities during each month of the growing and harvesting season.
(Attached)

Copy of the statement of water diversion, or other permit, license or registration filed with
the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights, if applicable. (On file)

Description of water source, storage, irrigation plan, and projected water usage. (On file)

Evidence of enrollment into the State Cannabis Cultivation Discharge Program, or any
substantially equivalent rule that may be subsequently adopted by the County of
Humboldt or other responsible agency. (On file)

If any on-site or off-site component of the cultivation facility, including access roads,
water supply, grading or terracing impacts the bed or bank of any stream or other
watercourse, a copy of the Streambed Alteration Permit obtained from the Department
of Fish & Wildlife. (Not Applicable)

If the source of wateris a well, a copy of the County well permit, if available. (Not
Applicable)

. If the parcel is zoned FR, U or TPZ, or involves the conversion of timberland as defined

under section 4526 of the Public Resources Code, a copy of a less-than-3-acre
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conversion exemption or tfimberland conversion permit, approved by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL-FIRE). Alternately, for existing operations
occupying sites created through prior unauthorized conversion of fimberland, evidence
may be provided showing that the landowner has completed a civil or criminal process
and/or entered into a negotiated settlement with CAL-FIRE. (Not Applicable)

11. Consent for onsite inspection of the parcel by County officials at prearranged date and
time in consultation with the applicant prior to issuance of any clearance or permit, and
once annually thereafter. (On file)

12. Forindoor cultivation facilities, identify the source of electrical power and how it will meet
with the energy requirements in section 55.4.8.2.3, and plan for compliance with
applicable Building Codes. (Not Applicable)

13. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed
for cultivation under any clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in
the event that environmental conditions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the
watershed will not support diversions for irrigation. (On file)

14. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right fo engage with local Tribes before
consenting to the issuance of any clearance or permit, if cultivation operations occur
within an Area of Traditional Tribal Cultural Affiliation, as defined herein. This process will
follow current departmental referral protocol, including engagement with the Tribe(s)
through coordination with their Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) or other tribal
representatives. This procedure shall be conducted similar to the protocols outlined
under SB 18 (Burton) and AB 52 (Gatto), which describe “"government to government”
consultation, through tribal and local government officials and their designees. During
this process, the tribe may request that operations associated with the clearance or
permit be designed to avoid, minimize or mitigate impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources,
as defined herein. Examples include, but are not limited to: conducting a site visit with
the THPO or their designee to the existing or proposed cultivation site, requiring that a
professional cultural resources survey be performed, or requiring that a tribal cultural
monitor be retained during project-related ground disturbance within areas of sensitivity
or concern. The county shall request that a records search be performed through the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). (On file)

15. DEH Worksheet (On file)
16. Road Evaluation Report prepared by Stillwater Sciences dated May 31, 2019. (Attached)

17. Biological Report prepared by Natural Resources Management Corporation dated
January 14, 2020. (Attached)
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8/28/2019

Cultivation and Operations Plan

Project Description: Application for outdoor cultivation of square feet.

Water
Source and Storage

Water for cultivation is obtained entirely through winter Rain Catchment on the
neighboring 40 acre parcel under the same ownership, and is stored as follows:

Storage Type Quantity Capacity TOTAL
Rain catchment lined 1 250,000 250,000 gallons
reservoir
Rigid steel rain 1 30,000 30,000 gallons

catchment water tank

Poly water tank 1 1,500 1,500 gallons

281,500 gallons

Irrigation Plan

Cultivation irrigation is through a timer controlled dripper/emitter system for precision
watering. Emitters produce 0.21gpm at 25psi; the water pressure on the cultivation
site is approximately 10psi. This system conserves water and prevents run off. Water
from the lined reservoir or rain catchment tank is pumped to an elevated irrigation
tank in the cultivation area via a solar powered electric pump that automatically shuts
off when the irrigation tank is full, thus preventing overflow.

Projected Water Usage

Estimations are based on approximately 10psi of water pressure on the cultivation
site.

Total Usage: 937.5 gallons per day or approximately 28,125 gallons per month.

Approximate total annual usage (two 70-day growing periods) would be 131,250
gallons of stored rainwater. Water usage will be recorded monthly and annual totals
made available to the State Water Quality Control Board.
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Site Characteristics

Site drainage

The cannabis cultivation area is designed around a swale drainage system that
captures storm water flows.

Runoff and Erosion Control Measures

Due to the dripper system (see above) there is no runoff, and no erosion issues from
cultivation activity in the area. No water will enter the precautionary swale drainage
system from the cultivation area. There is no erosion on the cultivation site and there
are buffers of native vegetation maintained around area. The rainwater catchment
reservoir is lined and has a rock-lined overflow spillway.

Watershed & Habitat Protection / Sustainable Farming Practices

Measures taken to improve watershed conditions and protect habitat on this property
include:

1. Water is collected for irrigation in a rain catchment reservoir and in tanks;
springs and streams on the property are not used for irrigation in cannabis
cultivation. The applicant is enrolled in the Regional Water Board’s Cannabis
Discharge Waiver Program, and the California State Cannabis General
Order.

2. Rainwater is collected in the winter months for summertime use.

3. Soil is kept moist at all times by minimal daily watering via drippers for
efficient soil water retention and run off prevention.

4. Sustainable composting practices are in place.

5. Soil recycling and revitalization practices are in place using beneficial
bacteria, compost and other organic material.

6. Organic farming practices are implemented using only OMRI certified
nutrients, fertilizers and soil.

7. Wildlife fencing is in place around the rainwater catchment reservoir.

8. A layer of wood chips will be spread in the cultivation areas to promote
microbial health, reduce ground temperature and deter pests.

9. Since the parcel was acquired in the early 70’s, wooded areas on the
property have not been modified for the purpose of cannabis cultivation. In
the past trees have been felled in order to maintain the land, reduce fire
hazard and manage sudden oak death. Thus, a less-than 3-acre conversion
exemption is not needed.
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10. Roads and pathways are monitored and maintained to reduce land impact.
Ditches and rolling dips are in place and maintained regularly.

11. All culverts are cleared of debris each fall and spring.
12. Generators with decibel levels of less than 59 are used.

13. If lighting is used to work under, the greenhouse area is covered with a tarp to
ensure no impact on surrounding wildlife. All bulbs used are low wattage (13
watt) fluorescents.

14. Consolidation plan: Previous outdoor cultivation area decommissioned and
relocated nearby to improve control over water usage. This also reduced road
use. Cultivation is now in natural light greenhouses to establish better water
and fertilizer management and minimize impact on the landscape. Cultivation
sites are now isolated from the immediate homestead area, allowing for better
security. Agricultural Exempt Building Permits will be obtained for this
structures

Description of Cultivation Activities

Eight outdoor natural light greenhouses of varying sizes are in cultivation areas
totaling approximately 7,500 square ft.

Two grow cycles take place per season.

Schedule of activities during each month of the growing and harvesting season:
January — Winter monitoring of site.
February - Winter monitoring of site.
March - Amend soil and prepare garden space.
April - Propagate plants, Plant crop, water and maintain crop
May - Water and maintain crop
June - Water and maintain crop. Propagate new plants.

July - Harvest crop, dry and cure, amend soil and replant, water and maintain
crop

August - Water and maintain crop

September - Harvest crop, dry and cure.

October - Prepare cultivation area for winter
November- Prepare the cultivation area for winter.

December- Winter monitoring of site.

Description of projected generator use, power source and storage

A Honda 2000 low decibel (less than 59 decibel) gasoline generator is used
minimally (approximately ten hours per week) to support cultivation related work such
as tilling of soil using a small handheld tiller. The generator is regularly checked and
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maintained by RazurSharp Power Equipment, Eureka, California. Safe gasoline
handling practices are in place, fuel is kept secure in secondary containers and
personal protective equipment is used when handling fuel. There is a fire
extinguisher present in the cultivation area.

Protocols for storage and use of fertilizers, nutrients and other products

All products used in cannabis cultivation are stored within a covered shed and are
kept in secure containers. All liquid material is safely contained within secondary
containers. For soil revitalization and recycling, non-synthetic organic amendments
are used (Roots Organic). These are tilled within contained soil bags using a small
hand tiller. All soil is recycled; no soil is allowed to enter the environment outside of
the cultivation area. Only OMRI certified organic materials are used (Doctor Earth All
Purpose Fertilizer, Aurora Innovations Buddha Bloom, Nuke ‘Em Organic Insecticide,
Earth Juice Rainbow Mix Pro Grow, Xtreme Gardening Mykos Organic Root
Enhancer; Safety data sheets of these materials are attached below). These
materials come only into contact with the plants themselves and the soil inside soil
bags in the cultivation areas. Compostable materials such as leaves and other plant
materials are composted in a designated area.

Processing Plan

Processing activities that occur onsite are removal of cannabis flower from plants in
the cultivation area, and drying and curing of the product.

Processing location

Drying and curing takes place in a drying shed noted on the map.

Employees

There are no employees as this is an owner family operated farm. There will be four
to five individuals on the property carrying out cultivation and drying activities.

Summary of Processing Practices

1. A clean working environment is maintained during all stages. Work surfaces and
equipment are kept in a sanitary condition. Protocols to prevent contamination in
place include sanitation standards and correct drying techniques. All individuals
conducting processing follow hand washing procedures and use gloves.

2. Harvested plants are transported from the cultivation area to the drying shed
where the plants are inspected and processed. All wet processing work is
performed using gloves and clippers cleaned with isopropyl alcohol.

3. Material is hung in the drying shed for approximately 10 days. Drying is
achieved via natural heat retention of the drying shed. During the drying process
material is monitored for moisture content and microbial issues.

4. Once the product has reached the desired moisture content it is placed in sealed
containers to cure for approximately two weeks, to ensure even moisture
content and avoid contamination.
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5. Post drying, containers are moved to an offsite processing/trimming facility. The
product is then stored in sterile sealed containers to await distribution.

Equipment in cultivation and drying area

Personal protective equipment including gloves and respiratory protection masks are
available for use where needed.

Scissors, clippers and reusable gloves are used in harvesting and curing.
There is a fire extinguisher located in the cultivation area
First aid and eye washing kits are located on the property.

There is an emergency contact list available which is visibly posted in the cultivation
and drying areas including:

Salmon Creek Volunteer Fire Department Chief Dan Gribi (707) 358-0000
Cal Fire Weott (707) 946-2215

Jerald Phelps Community Hospital (707) 923-3921

California Poison Control Centre1800-222-1222

Humboldt County Sheriff's Department (707) 923-2761

Road Use

Roads and culverts are monitored and maintained all year round. Roads are
inspected regularly to ensure there are no structural changes occurring. No
increased road use is expected from cannabis cultivation activities as this is a family
operated farm and there are no employees. There are appropriate road exits from
the property in case of fire, and a fire escape plan is in effect. There is a Salmon
Creek volunteer fire engine stationed within a mile of the cultivation areas. There is
an appropriate fire prevention plan in effect including fuel safety and secondary
containment, emergency fire water storage and a fire extinguisher located in
cultivation area.

Security Plan

As the cultivation is family owned and operated only four to five individuals have
access to the property and cultivation area. There are three full time residents living
on the property. A locked security gate is located at the entrance to the property to
prevent public access. A neighborhood watch program is in place in Salmon Creek to
alert to possible suspicious activity or vehicles. ‘No Trespassing’ signs, a motion
sensor camera and lights will be posted on the single-access road to deter and alert
to any incoming traffic. The property is located at the end of a single lane private
road, which is visually obscured from the main road. The drying facility is located in a
secure shed with lockable doors and windows. Operations are discreet, are
conducted within the cultivation and drying areas, and are not visible from the main
road.
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Department of Environmental Health Information

Hand washing, Toilet and Onsite Wastewater

Hand washing: There is a sink for hand washing inside the dwelling.

Toilet: During the cultivation season March- September there will be a portable toilet
(BB Portable Toilets company) located on the site.

Onsite wastewater: Not applicable

Plans for the construction of a permanent to-code toilet and hand washing facility for
the farm are in progress.

Water use

The water sources on the property are spring water for drinking and household use
and rainwater collected in a reservoir during winter months for agriculture (see
above). The projected water usage during operational periods is as described above.

Hazardous Materials

Soil amendments, nutrients, beneficial bacteria and insecticide: All products used are
correctly stored on shelves in a wildlife proof secure shed with a painted wooded
floor. All containers used are approved and secondary containment is used for all
liquid products. All products used are organic OMRI certified (Products used: Doctor
Earth All Purpose Fertilizer, Aurora Innovations Soul and Buddha Bloom, Nuke ‘Em
Organic Insecticide, Earth Juice Rainbow Mix Pro Grow, Xtreme Gardening Mykos
Organic Root Enhancer. Safety data sheets are attached below).

Fuel: Gasoline is stored in approved hazardous material containers inside a covered
shed. Approved handling procedures are in place to prevent spillage. All gasoline
containers are placed in secondary HazMat containment trays.

Cleaning products: Alcohol and natural cleaning products are used to clean small
hand tools and surfaces. These are stored on a high shelf in a covered shed in small
secure containers, with secondary containment.

Solid Waste/Recycling

Storage: Waste is separated for recycling and stored in secure lidded containers in a
garden shed (see site plan). At the cultivation area there are secure lidded waste
collection containers.

Disposal Facility: Solid waste is disposed of at Eel River Disposal on a weekly basis.

Soil and biological materials: All soil is tilled and revitalized for the next season. All
biological waste is composted in an environmentally protective manner.
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ATTACHMENT 5

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment.
Recommendations received are summarized, and the locations of the recommendations are

noted.
Referral Agency Response | Recommendation Location
Department of Public | ¥ Conditional Approval Atftached
Works Land Use Division
Bear River Band | ¥ Conditional Approval On file
Rohnerville Rancheria
NWIC v Conditional Approval On file
Humboldt County | ¥ Approved On file
Sherriff’s Office
Division of Environmental No Response
Health
Southern Humboldt Joint No Response
Unified School District
California  Department No Response Attached- staff email
of Fish and Wildlife comments  from  CDFW
dated August 7, 2020.
Intertribal Sinkyone No Response
Wilderness Council
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

MAILING ADDRESS: 1106 SECOND STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501-0579

AREA CODE 707
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING CLARK COMPLEX
SECOND & L ST., EUREKA HARRIS & H ST., EUREKA
ON-LINE FAX 445-7409 FAX 445-7388
WEB: CO.HUMBOLDT.CA.US ADMINISTRATION 445-7491 NATURAL RESOURCES 445-7741 LAND USE 445-7205
BUSINESS 445-7652 NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING 267-9540
ENGINEERING 445-7377 PARKS 445-7651
FACILITY MANAGEMENT 445-7493 ROADS 445-7421

LAND USE DIVISION INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Chris Alberts, Planner, Planning & Building Department
FROM: Kenneth M. Freed, Assistant Engineer
DATE: 02/24/2020
RE: Applicant Name | ANDY STANBURY
APN 221-141-017
APPS# PLN-12207-SP

The Department has reviewed the above project and has the following comments:

[]  The Department's recommended conditions of approval are attached as Exhibit "A".

[l Additional information identified on Exhibit "B" is required before the Department can review
the project. Please re-refer the project to the Department when all of the requested
information has been provided.

[l Additional review is required by Planning & Building staff for the items on Exhibit "C".
No re-refer is required.

] Road Evaluation Reports(s) are required; See Exhibit “D”

Note: Prior to requesting an applicant to submit a road evaluation report, verify if the project is
exempt from meeting road system performance standards under CCLUO v2.0 sections 313-
55.4.6.5.1 and 314-55.4.6.5.1, even if this box is checked.

No re-refer is required.

Additional comments/notes:

Applicant has submitted a road evaluation report, stamped received by the Humboldt County Planning
Division on May 31, 2019, with Part A —Box 3 and Part B #3 checked, certifying that the roadway can
accommodate the cumulative increased traffic from this project and all known cannabis projects
identified above, if the recommendations on the submitted report are completed.

The addendum by Stillwater Sciences dated October 5, 2018 and February 20,2019 from the original
report previously stamped received by Humboldt County Building Division on January 8, 2018
includes the road system past the County maintained road heading southerly.

The Department requires all recommendations in Segment 3, 4, and 5 be completed.

Each road evaluation form provided with the addendums are completed for multiple parcels, none of
which are the subject parcel. The County does not see the subject parcel in any of the road evaluation
forms. Advise that the Planning Division obtain acknowledgement from the Engineer stating that this
project is covered under this report or provide an addendum to the report for the additional project
site.

Note: The requirement to surface the end of Thomas Road (County maintained portion) was recently
completed by the local community. Donations are being accepted by the applicant that coordinated the
work. Applicant should contact the road maintenance association if they did not participate in
completing this requirement.

// END //

u:\pwrk\_landdevprojects\referrals\cannabis referrals\221-141-017 stanbury pln-12207-sp.docx
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From: Alberts. Chris

To: Hollis, Jonathan@Wildlife

Cc: Bocast, Kalyn@Wildlife

Subject: 12207-Referral Comments- APN 221-141-017

Date: Friday, August 7, 2020 11:16:00 AM

Attachments: 12207 Bioloaical Report 02.05.2020.pdf
image001.png

Good Morning,

| am anticipating on scheduling the subject project for the September 17, 2020 Zoning Administrator
Hearing. | am reaching out for any comments or concerns you may have for the project. | attached
the Biological Resources Assessment that was prepared for the project. Please let me know if | can
provide you with anything else.

Best,

Christopher Alberts
Planner |

Planning and Building Department
County of Humboldt
(707) 268-3771

i% Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this e-mail
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|. Summary of Findings and Conclusions

The projects at parcel APNs 221-141-015, -016, -017, located approximately 5 miles southwest of
US Highway 101 near the community of Miranda in Humboldt County, California (Figure 1),
includes cannabis cultivation on the parcels by the long time landowner(s). These parcels have
been the site of past cannabis cultivation in the same or similar locations (Figures 4-6). The
landowner(s) are applying for a cultivation permit under the Humboldt County Cannabis Land
Use Ordinance (HCCLUO) 1.0 as an existing cultivator for a total of 14,255 square feet of cannabis
cultivation. This report also serves as a Remediation Plan for the onsite relocation of previously
existing cultivation.

The project areas and surroundings were surveyed in order to describe the terrestrial and aquatic
plants and animals occurring in and around cultivation areas, ponds and watercourses, as well as
determine whether habitat exists for special status species.

This Biological Report reviews the projects at the above APNs to determine to what extent
wildlife species currently listed or proposed for listing (Table 1), including northern spotted owl
(Table 2) would be affected (Table 3). Habitat for listed or sensitive wildlife species, collectively
referred to as special status species, was identified in the vicinity of the project areas for Cooper’s
hawk (Accipiter cooperii) and fisher (Pekania pennanti). No special status wildlife species were
detected during the biological survey (Table 4), however, non-native bullfrogs (Lithobates
catesbeianus) were present and will require management. It has been determined that the
project and operations will have no impact on native species in the vicinity of the project areas.

Summary of Further Surveys Needed and Mitigation Recommendations

e Strictadherence to Riparian Setback Requirements for Humboldt County and State Water
Board are required to maintain quality habitat for amphibians and anadromous fish. All
cultivation should be well inside these setbacks once permitting allows (to be determined
by pending CDFW 1600 LSAA).

e Draining of the lined, rain catchment pond will be required at the end of each growing
season to discourage use by non-native bullfrogs (see Results and Discussion).

e No use of plastic support netting. This plastic netting is a hazard to all forms of wildlife
and is not to be used. CDFW recommends using netting of natural materials such as jute
or hemp, with no welded seams.

e All appropriate measures will be taken to avoid any sediment runoff from the parcel to
receiving waters, including no overwatering of plants and proper storage of materials.

e All greenhouses utilizing early-season, low impact lighting will require tarps to block all
potential light pollution from one hour prior to sunset through one hour past sunrise.
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Further, all attempts to keep noise levels at a minimum during year-round operations will
help maintain the quality of habitat for all wildlife species.

e Although CNDDB reports records for fawn lilly (Erythronium revolutum) approximately
520 feet northwest of the nearest parcel boundary, this plant is very unlikely to occur in
open prairie grassland habitats or in pre-existing cultivation areas, therefore, no botanical
surveys are required.

Il. Introduction, Background, and Project Understanding

The purpose of this Biological Report is to review the project (described below) in sufficient detail
to determine existing or potential impacts to wildlife species currently listed or formally proposed
for listing as endangered or threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) or the
California Endangered Species Act (CESA), or designated as sensitive by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW); these species are hereinafter referred to as special
status species (Table 1). Species with potential habitat present, or whose presence was not
confirmed but potentially occur in the general area are addressed in Table 3.

The projects at APNs 221-141-015, 221-141-016, and 221-141-017 (hereinafter referred to by the
last 3 digits only) are located within the Salmon Creek watershed, a subwatershed of the South
Fork Eel River, located approximately 5.4 miles southwest of US Highway 101 and the community
of Miranda, in Humboldt County, California (Figure 1), and include previous and proposed
cannabis cultivation (Figures 4-6). Please note that mileages are estimates from satellite and
topographic imagery and distances are given in approximate air miles, that is, not exact.

Due to the relocation of previous cultivation sites on all three parcels to environmentally superior
locations in 2017, the HCCLUO requires a Remediation Plan. This report also serves as a
Remediation Plan for the onsite relocations and demonstrates steps taken to restore historic
sites.

A biological assessment of the project area and the surrounding habitat was conducted to
evaluate any potential habitat for special status plants and animals, or other environmental
issues. In addition, these areas were surveyed to describe any terrestrial and aquatic plants or
animals occurring in and around the project areas.

Project Site

These three contiguous parcels are located approximately 18 air miles east of the Pacific Ocean,
and approximately 5.4 miles southwest of US Highway 101 and the community of Miranda.
According to the Humboldt County Web GIS Portal, APN 015 is 37 acres; APN 016 is 36.2 acres;
and APN 017 is 39 acres. Parcel 015 and 016 share a east-west border; 016 and 017 share a north-
south border. The legal description is TO3S, RO2E, Section 25 HB&M, within the USGS 7.5’
Ettersburg quadrangle (Figure 1).

2 | Biological Report Natural Resources Management Corporation
APNs 221-141-015, -016, -017 November 27, 2019





When viewing the general area in Google Earth imagery (Google Earth Pro 2019), cannabis
cultivation operations become apparent within one mile of the parcel around 2010. Based on
time sequence imagery (1993-2019), cultivation activities in this portion of the watershed appear

moderate in scale.
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Figure 1. Vicinity map for APNs 221-141-015, -016, -017
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Topography and Hydrology
The project parcels are located within the Salmon Creek watershed, a subwatershed of the South
Fork Eel River. The general area is rich with springs, seeps and ephemeral watercourses.

There are two ponds on the parcels: a lined 250,000 gallon capacity rain catchment pond on APN
016 used for cannabis; and a seasonal, grass-bottomed pond on APN 017 (Photos 1-2). These
ponds are present in the oldest available historic satellite imagery (1993, Google Earth Pro); the
landowner(s) estimate the rain catchment pond was established around 1975. Each of the three
parcels have spring and seep areas, including proximate to the two ponds, where over the course
of years the springs have made shallow watercourses (Figure 2). Due to this, the ponds and
previous cultivation areas are essentially within the Humboldt County (HCCLUO) and State Water
Board setback (buffer) requirements of 50 feet from a Class Il ephermeral watercourse riparian
area.

The nearest watercourse to the parcels is Hacker Creek, located approximately 0.4 miles (2,100
feet) southeast of the nearest proposed project site on APN 017 (Figure 2). An unnamed tributary
to Hacker Creek, due south of this project area approximately 0.13 miles (685 feet), orginates
west of the parcel approximately 0.8 miles (4,200 feet) and continues 0.4 miles to the confluence.
From here, Hacker Creek flows northeast approximately 1.2 miles to South Fork Salmon Creek.
The South Fork Salmon Creek and Hacker Creek are Class Il watercourses. This fork of Salmon
Creek has headwaters that originate southwest of the parcels in the vicinity of Phelps Ranch
(Figure 2) and continues north approximately 3 miles from Hacker Creek to the mainstem Salmon
Creek. The mainstem Salmon Creek then travels east approximately 3.4 miles to the South Fork
Eel River at Miranda. The South Fork Eel River flows northwest approximately 10.5 miles to the
mainstem Eel River at Dyerville and Humboldt Redwoods State Park (HRSP). The mainstem Eel
River continues flowing northwest approximately 20.5 miles to the confluence with the Van
Duzen River, before continuing another 11.5 miles to the Pacific Ocean, just south of Table Bluff
and Humbodlt Bay.

According to landowner(s), water for cannabis irrigation will be provided by the rain water
catchment pond and rigid steel tank (Photo 3). There is currently 281,500 gallons of storage for
cannabis on the parcel: 250,000 gallon rain catchment pond; 30,000 gallon rain catchment steel
tank; 1,500 gallon hard-sided plastic tank. Domestic water is provided by a spring diversion (see
Project Description below).

There is a general southeast aspect to the parcels, oriented towards Hacker Creek. Elevations
on the parcels range from 1,630 feet in the southern portion of APN 015, to 1,600 feet in the
central portion of APN 016, and down to 1,000 feet at the southeast corner of APN 017, where
it is just over 200 feet to Hacker Creek.
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The landscape in this area of southern Humboldt County is characterized by dominant ridges of
open prairie grassland habitats interspersed with patches of mixed Douglas-fir and oak
woodland forest, and forested watercourses.

The parcel is bound to the northwest by grassland-dominated Elk Ridge, ranging in elevations
from 2,700 feet to 2,400 feet; this north-south ridge system continues west of the parcels with
elevations nearer 2,200 feet. Nearly due west of APN 017 approximately 0.8 miles is a
prominent rock outcrop, Goat Rock, at 2,319 feet in elevation. South and east of the parcels is
primarly forested habitat that continues to South Fork Eel River, with portions of HRSP north
approximately 4 miles in the Mill Creek drainage, and south approximately 5 miles in the
Redwood Creek drainage (Figures 2, 3)
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Biological Description

The project parcels are located within the Salmon Creek watershed, a subwatershed of the South
Fork Eel River. Declared a cannabis-impacted HUC12 watershed by Humboldt County, the South
Fork Eel River watershed is critical to the recovery of coho salmon (Humboldt County 2018).

The South Fork Eel River and Salmon Creek are Class | fish-bearing streams important to
anadromous fish, with fall run Chinook and summer and winter steelhead reportedly having
historic runs in both watercourses (USFS 2004).

The project areas lie within the USDA Ecoregion Section 1i: Coast Range within the Northern
Franciscan Redwood Forest Ecoregion Province (CALVEG 2004), on previously disturbed natural
or historic flats. This area is dominated by a mix of native and non-native, annual and perennial
grasses and forbs with components of hardwood and conifer stands in creek drainages and
roadsides.

Project Description

These parcels have been the site of past cannabis cultivation in the same or similar locations. The
current landowner(s) are applying for a cultivation permit under the HCCLUO 1.0 as an existing
cultivator for 14,255 square feet of pre-existing (Figures 4-6). Cultivation square footage by parcel
APN is shown below.

APN Humboldt Co Application Number Cutiivation Applied/ Yerttied
(square feet)
221-141-015 12206 2,725
221-141-016 12205 4,030
221-141-017 12207 7,500

The total pre-existing 14,255 square footage verified by Humboldt County had some areas
located within an ephemeral Class Ill watercourse related to the uphill spring(s). The proposed
cannabis project includes relocating cultivation areas on all three parcels (see Remediation Plan
section).

Plants will be grown in bags or raised beds within greenhouse structures, watered by drip system
equipped with emitters on timers for efficient, controlled watering. Greenhouses are located on
natural or historic flats in full sun, or within previously disturbed areas.

Water for irrigation purposes will be provided by the rain catchment pond on APN 015, with an
estimated 250,000-gallon capacity, and the 30,000-gallon capacity rain catchment tank also on
this parcel (Figure 4). This pond was established in the 1970s and is lined to maintain water levels.
Water for domestic purposes is provided by a spring that fills two 1,500-gallon capacity hard-
sided plastic tanks (Figure 4). Water is distributed from rain catchments systems and springs via
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solar powered pump; all storage tanks are outfitted with automatic shut off valves to avoid
overflow.

In the early season, 13-watt compact fluorescent lights may be used to keep young starts in a
vegetative, non-flowering state. These bulbs project light only a short distance but greenhouses
will nonetheless be covered with tarps to avoid any potential light pollution and disruption to
local wildlife. This is the only use of lights for cultivation purposes. The use of a generator (Photo
4) on the parcel will be limited to approximately 10 hours a week to support cultivation-related,
such as the use of a handheld tiller.

Remediation Plan

Due to the relocation of previous cultivation sites in 2017, the HCCLUO requires a Remediation
Plan. This document serves as the Relocation Report for cannabis cultivation on all three parcels.
This document describes the environmental threats associated with the pre-existing cultivation
sites as well as the environmentally superior relocation areas proposed for these sites. Staff from
NRM visited the property on September 19 and November 13, 2019 to inspect the pre-existing
sites and evaluate relocation areas.

Pre-existing Cultivation Sites

APN 015: The pre-existing cultivation site (Photo 5) was located on the highest point of the parcel
(1,630 feet elevation), which the landowner(s) considered environmentally unsuitable due to
safety concerns related to water storage at the highest point, as well as the inefficiency of the
location from the other cultivation areas. In order to consolidate the cultivation areas, increase
security, decrease impact on these sloped parcels, and reduce ATV/gasoline use on parcel roads,
this cultivation area was moved to within the security gate for the parcels. Road travel to the
cultivation areas averages less than 1,000 feet; travel to the historic location on this parcel was
over twice that (Figure 4).

APN 016: The pre-existing cultivation site (Photos 6-7) occurred within the Humboldt County and
State Water Board setback (buffer) requirements of 50 feet from a Class lll ephemeral
watercourse. This watercourse is related to the outflow of an uphill spring/seep area that flows
during rain events only after saturating rains have occurred (Figure 5).

APN 017: The pre-existing cultivation site (Photo 8), located adjacent to the residence, occurred
within the Humboldt County and State Water Board setback (buffer) requirements of 50 feet
from a Class Ill ephemeral watercourse. This watercourse is related to the outflow of an uphill
spring/seep area that is west of the spring on APN 016, located between the seasonal, grass-
bottomed pond and the historic location (Figure 6).
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Relocation Sites

APN 015: The onsite relocation (Photo 9) is environmentally superior due to its location
immediately adjacent to the parcels’ access road, reducing travel and gasoline consumption
(Figure 4). This flat, carved from the road cutbank, will be lowered and enlarged once proper
grading permits are obtained to accommodate a greenhouse measuring 90.8 feet by 30 feet
(2,724 square feet).

APN 016: The onsite relocations (Photos 10-11) are environmentally superior due to locations
outside of setback requirements for ephemeral Class lll watercourses (Figure 5). The 4,030 square
feet of cultivation occurs in two areas. One site accommodates a 16 foot by 40 foot greenhouse
(640 square feet). The other site is on a flat that previously cultivated in full sun, that will now be
reoriented, expanded and improved with the use of greenhouses within a 30 foot by 113 foot
area (3,390 square feet).

APN 017: The onsite relocations (Photos 12-16) are environmentally superior due to locations
outside of setback requirements for ephemeral Class Ill watercourses (Figure 6). The 7,500 square
feet of cultivation occurs in two areas. One site, located approximately between the two ponds,
accommodates 7 greenhouses of varying sizes, totaling 3,840 square feet. The second location is
a new site in open grasslands on a slope averaging 15 degrees, south of the residence. This site
will have raised beds oriented perpendicular to the slope; no grading will be required. Three
greenhouses with a combined measurement of 91.5 feet by 40 feet (3,660 square feet) are
proposed at this site. Greenhouse and cultivation materials will be delivered using an ATV. It is
the intention of the landowner(s) to use this as a walking path once set up, and to monitor the
trail for any sign of erosion. Water bars will be installed in areas showing sign of degradation over
time.

Restoration

APN 015: The pre-existing cultivation site is located adjacent to a small residental cabin, with little
evidence of cannabis cultivation remaining. Historic imagery shows this site has always been
grassland (2004 latest imagery, Google Earth Pro 2019), and later appears to be fenced for garden
space (2009). Because the site is within historic grassland, as seen from the USGS topographic
guadrangle map, revegetation does not appear to be necessary. The resident of the cabin intends
to use this fenced area for food production within raised beds. No further restoration is
necessary.

APN 016: The pre-existing cultivation site is located within a watercourse buffer and has naturally
revegetated, likely due to the moist substrate. Historic imagery shows this site has always been
grassland (Google Earth Pro 2019, USGS topographic map), and there is no evidence of past
cultivation with the exception of a perimeter fence, so no further restoration is necessary.

APN 017: The pre-existing cultivation site is in a location that has been used as garden space since
the landowner(s) took residence here in the 1970s. Historic imagery shows this site has always
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been grassland (Google Earth Pro 2019, USGS topographic map). This fenced area often
experiences saturated soils due to its location. The landowner(s) intend to use the area outside
of the 50-foot setback requirement for food production within raised beds. No further

restoration is necessary.
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lll. Methods

Pre-Field Review

Prior to initiating field surveys, a query of the CDFW California Natural Diversity Data Base
(CNDDB 2019) for wildlife species occurrences within a nine-quad topographical map area of the
parcels was conducted. This provides a comprehensive target species list from which to
determine habitat, presence, or sign of species, as well as any known locations for special status
species in the general area (Table 1), including northern spotted owl (NSO) Activity Centers (ACs).

Table 1.CNDDB list of potential special status wildlife species in the Ettersburg nine-quad area

Common Name

Scientific Name

Federal / State Listing

northern spotted owl

Strix occidentalis caurina

Federal and State Threatened

golden eagle

Aquila chrysaetos

Fully Protected, Watch List

American peregrine falcon

Falco peregrinus anatum

Fully Protected

Cooper's hawk

Accipiter cooperii

Watch List

osprey

Pandion haliaetus

Watch List

marbled murrelet

Brachyramphus marmoratus

State Endangered

little willow flycatcher

Empidonax traillii brewsteri

State Endangered

Humboldt marten

Martes caurina humboldtensis

Candidate State Endangered

fisher- west coast DPS

Pekania pennanti

State Threatened

Townsend'’s big-eared bat

Corynorhinus townsendii

Species of Special Concern (S5C)

western red bat

Lasiurus blossevillii

SSC

pallid bat Antrozous pallidus SSC
Sonoma tree vole Arborimus pomo SSC
Pacific tailed frog Ascaphus truei SSC
northern red-legged frog Rana aurora SSC
foothill yellow-legged frog Rana boylii Candidate State Threatened
southern torrent salamander | Rhyacotriton variegatus SSC
red-bellied newt Taricha rivularis SSC
western pond turtle Emys marmorata SSC

coho salmon - n. CA ESU

Oncorhynchus kisutch pop. 2

Federal and State Threatened

summer-run steelhead trout

0. m. irideus pop.36

State Endangered

The survey protocol for NSO Activity Centers (USFWS Revised 2012) in non-redwood (interior)
habitat (USFWS 2008) requires a 1.3-mile habitat analysis buffer for determining potential project
effects. The nearest AC to the project area is approximately 2.4 miles east of the project sites
(Figure 7). Recent NSO data for the nearest AC is displayed in Table 2.

Natural Resources Management Corporation
November 27, 2019
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Table 2. NSO Activity Center in the vicinity of APNs 221-141-015, -016, -017

1995, 2002, 2017 single owls

NSO CNDDB Reported CNDDB Reported | Approximate Distance
Activity Positive Data Negative Data to Nearest Project Area
Center (miles)

1992, 1994, 2000 non-nesting pair
HUMO529 2001 nesting pair with young 2018 24

A CNDDB database search for all special status species within a 1-mile radius of the project
revealed records for fawn lily (Erythronium revolutum). The location is depicted as a large polygon
approximately 0.1 miles (520 feet) northwest of the nearest parcel boundary (Figure 8). This plant
is very unlikely to occur in open prairie grassland habitats or in pre-existing cultivation areas.
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Field Survey

On September 19%, 2019, NRM wildlife biologist Michelle McKenzie conducted a site visit to
survey existing, relocated and proposed cultivation areas, watercourses, and habitats where
special status species (see Table 1) may occur. This survey was conducted for approximately 3
hours on a mild (75°F/24°C), mostly sunny afternoon.

While walking the area all audial detections of bird and mammal species were noted and the
entire area traversed (an approximate 200-foot buffer around the project areas) was scanned for
wildlife sign (tracks and scat). In addition, trees were inspected for activity or sign of use by
wildlife (cavities, nests, scrapes or accumulated vegetation), and cover objects were inspected
for potential amphibian species.

IV. Results and Discussion

Summary of Findings

For all species, direct impacts are those which are caused by the action (project) and occur at the
same time and place. Indirectimpacts are defined as those effects caused by the proposed action
and are later in time, but still reasonably certain to occur.

Special status species and the potential for project impacts are presented in Table 3. Species are
considered on a case-by-case basis as to the project's impact based on considerations such as
home range, habitat, and sensitivity to disturbance. Habitat for listed or sensitive wildlife species
was identified in the vicinity of the project areas for Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii) and fisher
(Pekania pennanti). No spotted owl habitat exists on the parcels. The nearest NSO habitat
appears to be in the vicinity of historic Activity Centers, over 2 miles east. No special status
wildlife species were detected during the biological survey (Table 4), however, non-native
bullfrogs (Lithobates catesbeianus) were present and will require management. It has been
determined that the project and operations will have no impact on native species in the vicinity
of the project areas.

Survey Results and Discussion
The area surveyed included the project sites and watercourses on the parcel, and any areas
that may have wetlands or other sensitive habitats based on presurvey satellite imagery.

There are no NSO ACs in the immediate vicinity; the nearest is approximately 2.4 miles east of
the nearest project site (Figure 7). No impacts are expected to NSOs from project operations. In
addition, the parcel is powered by propane and solar, resulting in little use of generators and
related noise pollution potential; any early season, low impact lighting used in greenhouses will
be tarped against light pollution potential.
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The lined, rain catchment pond was observed to have at least 8 adult, non-native bullfrogs
present during the site visit. Bullfrogs are a species native to central and eastern US, introduced
to the western states as a food source and insect control early last century, that will eat anything
they can fit into their mouths (birds, bats, rodents, frogs, turtles), and prey on native amphibian
and fish populations with great affect. Because habitat on the parcel could be habitat for native
amphibians the bullfrogs need eradicated. The landowner(s) report neighbors in the watershed
have had bullfrogs present on their parcels for many years, and estimate they showed up on
these parcels, specifically at the rain catchment pond, approximately 6 years ago.

In order to maintain water levels, the landowner(s) put a liner in the pond 2 years ago. This may
prevent bullfrog tadpoles from burrowing into the mud bottom to overwinter, but as a
precautionary measure, the pond needs drained and kept free of standing water during the rainy
season to eradicate this voracious predator from the parcels. This can be achieved by pumping
or siphoning the water out using small diameter tubing to avoid sediment runoff at the outflow.
The water should be allowed to disperse naturally into the surrounding landscape without
transporting sediment to receiving waters.

Gigging (use of a multi-pronged spear or similar object) of adults is encouraged by CDFW, either
for consumption or eradication. The most humane method of disposal is to place gigged adults
into a cooler with some dry ice to immediately deprive them of oxygen.

There were two adult Pacific tree (chorus) frogs observed in the Juncus grass near the edge of
the pond, otherwise, no other amphibians were observed at the rain catchment pond, seasonal
pond or associated watercourses. There is potential with the removal of bullfrogs that some
native amphibians, such as northern red-legged frogs, may find the pond areas and surrounding
moist substrates suitable.

The seasonal, grass-bottomed pond had no water present during the time of the site visit. The
associated overflow culvert (Photos 17-18) requires peak winter rains to reach the level of the
culvert, and typically maintains this level for 3 to 5 weeks a year. This culvert crosses the
orchard (Photo 19) a long distance, resulting in a concentrated outflow that has eroded the
banks within 50 feet or so of the culvert, requiring some bank stabilization measures.

Other special status herpetofauna (reptiles and amphibians) are primarly expected to occur in
areas outside of the parcels, although some habitat may exist in the multiple spring and seep
areas on the parcel for southern torrent salamander. This species, like most local salamanders,
remains underground in moist refugia until soaking winter rains bring them to the surface and
would not have been visible during the time of the site visit. Otherwise, optimal habitat for this
species, Pacific tailed frog and red-bellied newt is expected in Hacker Creek and South Fork
Salmon Creek and tributaries, wherefast flowing headwater creeks and rocky substrates are more
likely available. Foothill yellow-legged frogs, a stream-dwelling species, is reported in CNDDB as
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occurring in the South Fork Salmon Creek drainage, approximately 1.5 miles northeast; this
species likely also occurs in the lower reaches of Hacker Creek and within Salmon Creek and South
Fork Eel River. Western pond turtles would also be expected in the South Fork Eel River in areas
with available banks for sunning and basking substrates (rocks and logs).

Additional species expected in Salmon Creek and South Fork Eel River would include anadramous
fish species (Coho salmon, summer-run steelhead trout) that have recorded historic runs in both
watercourses; osprey (forage and nesting habitat), marbled murrelet (South Fork Eel River
corridor for accessing old growth redwood habitat in HRSP) and little willow flycatcher (in riparian
areas and willow-dominated vegetation locally more associated with larger river systems).

There is insufficient extensive forested habitat on the parcel to support special status species
such as fisher. Although some large trees with denning opportunities are likely present on the
landscape, proximate forest patches are limited in size for fisher. Foraging in the area is
expected from this wide-ranging species, particularly in the vicinity of watercourses with
sufficient canopy cover. For its smaller relative, the Humboldt marten, the most optimal habitat
is likely within the old growth redwoods of HRSP, approximately 4 miles or more north and
south of the parcels.

The large rock outcrop, Goat Rock, located due west of the parcels approximately 1 mile, is a
prominent feature that may provide nesting habitat for peregrine falcon, but the nearest
CNDDB record is east of the parcels on the Miranda topographic quadrangle map (location
information suppressed, entire map shown).

Golden eagles are likely present in general vicinity, as the open grassy terrain is optimal
foraging habitat for black-tailed jackrabbit, their primary food source in the area. However,
there is little foraging habitat and no nesting habitat available on the parcels; the nearest
CNDDB record is over 2 miles east. Conversely, habitat on the parcel appears optimal for
nesting and foraging Cooper’s hawk, with naturally occurring edge habitats at the grassland-
forest interface.

The majority of the Douglas-fir on the parcel is of moderate size and in general the area may be
too arid to support Sonoma tree vole, typically a fog belt species but with several inland
records. Some habitat may be suitable in the vicinity of watercourses where Douglas-fir
dominates, this species’ preferred food source.

Structures on the parcel that could provide roosting or breeding habitat for bat species
(Townsend’s big-eared bat, western red bat, pallid bat) were inspected. No sign of guano or use
was detected. Foraging in the vicinity of watercourses, where insect abundance is greatest, is
presumed. However, pallid bats prefer ground-dwelling insects such as grasshoppers, and are
more likely forage in the open grasslands in the general area.
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The Humboldt County and State Water Board Order setback requirement of 50 feet from
ephemeral Class Il watercourse top of bank or riparian drip-line, whichever is greater, may
require the removal or rearrangement of the westernmost greenhouse at the northern
relocation site on APN 017, and retiring some western portion of the pre-existing cultivation site
adjacent to the residence that is to be reverted to vegetable beds. A pending 1600 Lake and
Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) application, required by CDFW for determining
potential impacts and use of waters of the State, is being prepared for the landowner(s) by NRM,
and will help in defining actual setback buffer locations.

Special status species and the potential for impacts to species from the proposed projects, either
directly or indirectly, are summarized in Table 3, below. Species are considered on a case-by-case
basis as to the project’s impacts based on considerations such as home range, habitat and
sensitivity to disturbance.
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Table 3. Special status species, suitable habitat in project area(s), and potential impacts

Presence

round. Requires
cliffs, ledges for
cover and breeding.

Potentiall
Listing General Habitat of Suitable y
Common Name L. . Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat .
" by Project?
w/in Site?
BIRDS
Old-growth forests or
mixed stands of old- No impacts, due to no potential habitat
northern T ST growth and mature No No in the project vicinity; nearest habitat
spotted owl ! trees; occasionally in likely associated with existing Activity
younger forests with Centers, over 2 miles east of parcels
patches of big trees
Rolling foothills, . ’ . .
& . No impacts. Optimal foraging for this
mountain areas, . , . L
L wide-ranging species exists in the
sage-juniper flats, o, .
. general vicinity. Best foraging east of
and desert. Cliff- arcels where grasslands and ridgeto
golden eagle FP, WL | walled canyons No No P . . B . e
. . prairie habitat more prominent and
provide nesting ,
L where adjacent trees large enough to
habitat in most parts .
support nesting may occur; CNDDB
of range; also, large .
] record 2 miles east
trees in open areas
Breeds near water in . . ) .
No impact; project sites adjacent to
woodland, forest, ]
) woodland habitat, but preferred
. and coastal habitats. . - :
American L riparian habitat likely in South Fork Eel
. Riparian areas . :
peregrine FP . No No River watershed, approximately 6.5
important year- , .
falcon miles east. Rock outcrops for breeding

available in general area, none
observed
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Presence

. . . Potentially
Listing General Habitat of Suitable
Common Name . . Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat .
. by Project?
w/in Site?
No impact, given available habitat in
Woodland, chiefly of general area; likely to use forest edges
Cooper’s hawk | WL open, interrupted or | Yes No greater than 500 feet of project areas
marginal type for foraging, with suitable woodland
habitat for nesting a similar distance
Ocean shore, bays,
freshwater lakes, and No impact; the South Fork Eel River is
W larger streams. Large No No approximately 6.5 miles east of
ospre A
prey nests built in tree- cultivation areas, the nearest largest
tOpS W|th|n 15 mi|e5 body of water
of a good fish-
producing body of
water
Partial to coastlines
ith stands of
W No impact; no old growth habitat in
mature redwood and i .
] vicinity of parcels. Likely use South
Douglas-fir for A ; .
bled nesting/roosting. In Fork Eel River corridor for accessing
mar 3 . .
arble FT, SE ‘g & No No nesting habitat approximately 4 air
murrelet breeding season, . - .
i hgiltl miles north and 5 air miles south in
Y HRSP; approximately 16 air miles west
regularly 6-8 km (4-5
o . to ocean from parcels
mi) inland in dense,
mature forests
Breeds in moist . . . .
. No impact; this species occurs in
brushy thickets, open L .
. . vicinity of watercourses with adequate,
little willow second-growth, and L o
SE - No No developed riparian habitat likely found
flycatcher riparian woodland,

especially with
willow

at South Fork Eel River, approximately
6.5 miles east of parcels
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Presence .
Listing General Habitat of Suitable Potgntlally
Common Name L. = Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat .
. by Project?
w/in Site?

MAMMALS

Only in the coastal

redwood zone from

the Oregon border

south to Sonoma No impact; the nearest potential
Humboldt - County. . - - habitat is likely associated with old
marten Intermediate to growth redwood habitat in HRSP,

large-tree stages of north and south over 4 air miles

coniferous forests

and deciduous-

riparian areas with

high percent canopy

closure

Intermediate to

large-tree stages of No impact; the nearest potential

coniferous forests denning habitat is associated with NSO
fisher FC, SSC | and deciduous- Yes No ACs, over 2 miles east of parcels;

riparian areas with foraging on the parcels or transiting

high percent canopy through is likely

closure
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Presence

Potentiall
Listing General Habitat of Suitable y
Common Name o . Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat R
. e by Project?
w/in Site?
Throughout No impact; possible roosting sites on
California in a wide parcel in forested areas; foraging
variety of habitats; expected at South Fork Eel River,
Townsends big- ssC most common in No No approximately 6.5 miles east of
eared bat mesic sites Typically parcels. All buildings inspected, no sign
found in caves, of bat use. No trees will be removed
mines, manmade and no cavities observed in trees
structures adjacent to project areas
Roosts in trees on
edge of habitat in
forests and No impact; possible roosting sites on
woodlands, sea level parcel in forested areas; foraging and
western red bat | SSC up to mixed conifer | No No roosting tree species expected at
forests; feeds over South Fork Eel River, approximately 6.5
grasslands and open miles east of parcels. All buildings
forest; roosts singly inspected, no sign of bat use. No trees
on branches will be removed
Frequents open
habitats for foraging,
often taking prey on
the ground; day
roosts in caves, . . 5 .
. No impact; optimal foraging available
crevices and . e . -
. in general vicinity. This species likely to
occasionally hellow use open habitats on parcel for
pallid bat SSC trees and buildings; No No P P

night roosts more
open sites such as
bridges and open
buildings; prefers
rocky outcrops, cliffs
to access open
habitats

foraging, especially areas near water
where insect concentrations more
abundant
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Presence

Potentiall
Listing General Habitat of Suitable y
Common Name L. ) Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat .
L. by Project?
w/in Site?
No impact; cultivation area within 200
North coast fog belt P . . .
feet of suboptimal Douglas fir habitat
from Oregon border . . .
. (most medium size, interspersed with
Sonoma tree to'Senoma COTILY; i other species and no large tracts as
SSC Douglas-fir, redwood | No No . P . -g
vole dominant species); habitat near
and montane arcels potentially in drainages;
hardwood-conifer P . P y £es; .
species not expected to occur at this
forests .
site
HERPETOFAUNA
A thoroughly aquatic
turtle of ponds,
western pond marshes, rivers, No impact; there is no habitat for this
turtle streams and species on the parcels; the nearest
SSC - " No No . . .
irrigation ditches, habitat likely the South Fork Eel River,
usually with aquatic approximately 6.5 miles east
vegetation, below
6000 ft elevation
Inhabits cold, clear,
permanent rocky
streams in wet
forests; restricted to . . .
] No impact; there is no habitat for this
perennial montane L .
. species in the cultivation areas; the
. streams. Suitable . i
Pacific tailed o o nearest potential habitat appears to be
SSC habitat likely exists in | No No . . .
frog , in the headwater region or portions of
most flowing :
L Hacker Creek and tributary
waterways within
watercourses
Humboldt County;

known from Prairie
Creek SP to King
Range NCA
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Presence .
L . i Potentially
Listing General Habitat of Suitable
Common Name . . Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat i
L. by Project?
w/in Site?
Partly-shaded,
shallow streams and
riffles with a rocky No impact; there is no habitat for this
substrate in a variety species, which requires permanent
. of habitats. Need at watercourse with rocky substrate; the
foothill yellow- o . e
legaed fro SC least some cobble- No No nearest habitat likely in vicinity of
BE g sized substrate for CNDDB record in South Fork Salmon
egg-laying. Need at Creek, approximately 1.6 miles
least 15 weeks to northeast and associated tributaries
attain
metamorphosis
Humid forests,
woodlands,
rasslands, and . -
& N . No impact; locally found in stock ponds
stream sides in )
and backwater areas of larger rivers;
northern red- northwestern . . ) ) )
leaged fro SSC California. usuall No No nearest habitat likely in neighboring
&8 & P y ponds that tack bullfrogs or in South
near dense riparian . .
. . Fork Eel River drainage
cover. Highly aquatic,
little movement from
streams/pond
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Common Name

Listing
Status

General Habitat
Description

Presence
of Suitable
Habitat
w/in Site?

Potentially
Impacted
by Project?

Comments

southern
torrent
salamander

SSC

Coastal redwood,
Douglas-fir, mixed
conifer, montane
riparian, and
montane hardwood-
conifer habitats; Old
growth forests. Cold,
well-shaded,
permanent streams
seepages/springs,
splash zone or on
moss-covered rocks
within trickling
water. Known to
occur within rivers
and creeks from
Prairie Creek SP to
the Mattole River;
suitable habitat is
likely present within
most flowing streams
and seeps within
Humboldt County

No

No

No impact; there is no habitat for this
species in the cultivation areas; the
nearest potential habitat appears to be
in the headwater region or portions of
Hacker Creek and tributary
watercourses

red-bellied
newt

SsC

Primarily inhabits
redwood forests but
also mixed conifer;
requires rapid
streams for breeding
and larval
development. Known
to occur within the
Mattole River and
tributaries; expected
to occur in southern
Humboldt County
only

No

No

No impact; there is no habitat for this
species in the cultivation areas; the
nearest potential habitat appears to be
in the headwater region or portions of
Hacker Creek and tributary
watercourses; also in areas of HRSP
north and south of the parcels

30 Biological Report
APNs 221-141-015, -016, -017

Natural Resources Management Corporation

November 27, 2019






Cresange Potentiall
Listing General Habitat of Suitable Y
Common Name L. . Impacted Comments
Status Description Habitat .
m_ by Project?
w/in Site?
FISH
Klamath/North coast
flowing waters,
Sacramento/San
Joaquin flowin
g € No impacts, if stream setback
waters. Known to i i
. requirements strictly adhered to.
occur within South . .
) Cultivation areas are approximately 6.5
ork Eel River and 3 :
miles west of South Fork Eel River and
coho salmon FT, ST Salmon Creek. No No . .
. approximately 0.8 air miles west of
Federal listing refers L
gy e Salmon Creek; cultivation areas
pop located at least 2000 feet from Hacker
between Cape
Creek watercourse
Blanco, Oregon and
Punta Gorda,
Humboldt County,
California
Cool, swift, shallow . :
No impacts, if stream setback
water & clean loose . .
. requirements strictly adhered to.
gravel for spawning, . ® .
. Cultivation areas are approximately 6.5
and suitably large . .
summer-run . . miles west of South Fork Eel River and
SE pools in which to No No . o
steelhead trout approximately 0.8 air miles west of
spend the summer. " s
Enter Mattole River Salmon Creek; cultivation areas
r
located at least 2000 feet from Hacker
between March and
lune Creek watercourse

State:

FP Fully protected (legally protected)
SC Candidate: Threatened or Endangered

SE Endangered (legally protected)
SSC Species of special concern (no formal protection other than CEQA consideration)
ST Threatened (legally protected)

Federal:
FC Candidate

FE Endangered (legally protected)
FT Threatened (legally protected)
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Species, or their sign, observed during the survey are summarized below; no special status species were
detected during the site visit.

Table 4. Species detected at APNs 221-141-015, -016, -017 on September 19, 2019

Federal/
Common Name Scientific Name State Detection Method

Listing
red-tailed hawk Buteo jamaicensis None visual
turkey vulture Cathartes aura None visual
northern flicker Colaptes auratus None auditory
acorn woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus None visual, auditory
common raven Corvus corax None visual
wild turkey Meleagris gallopavo None feathers
red-breasted nuthatch Sitta canadensis None visual
American robin Turdus migratorius None visual
Steller’s jay Cyanocitta stelleri None visual
scrub jay Aphelocoma californica None visual
rufous-sided towhee Piplio erythrophthalmus None auditory
black phoebe Sayornis nigricans None visual
golden-crowned kinglet Regulus satrapa None visual
chestnut-backed chickadee Poecile rufescens None visual
American goldfinch Spinus tristis None visual
black-tailed deer Odocoileus hemionus None tracks, scat
raccoon Procyon lotor None scat
black bear Urusus americanus None scat
alligator lizard Elgaria coerulea None visual
Pacific tree frogs Pseudacris regilla None visual
American bullfrogs Lithobates catesbeianus Invasive | visual
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V. Management Recommendations

Strict adherence to Riparian Setback Requirements for Humboldt County and State Water Board
are required to maintain quality habitat for amphibians and anadromous fish. All cultivation
should be well inside these setbacks once permitting allows.

Draining of the lined, rain catchment pond will be required at the end of each growing season to
discourage use by non-native bullfrogs (see Results and Discussion).

No use of plastic support netting. This plastic netting is a hazard to all forms of wildlife and is not
to be used. CDFW recommends using netting of natural materials such as jute or hemp, with no
welded seams.

All appropriate measures will be taken to avoid any sediment runoff from the parcel to receiveing
waters, including no overwatering of plants and proper storage of materials.

All greenhouses utilizing early-season, low impact lighting will require tarps to block all potential
light pollution from one hour prior to sunset through one hour past sunrise. Further, all attempts
to keep noise levels at a minimum during year-round operations will help maintain the quality of
habitat for all wildlife species.
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Appendix A: Photos taken September 19, 2019
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Photo 2. Seasonal, grass-bottomed pond on APN 017, looking north
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Photo 3. 30,000-gallon capacity steel rain catchment tank on APN 016

Photo 4. Honda EU Inverter 2000i generator in fertilizer storage shed (l); in secondary containment (r)
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Photo 6. Pre-existing cultivation on APN 016 to right of rain catchment pond in fenced area





Photo 7. Pre-existing cultivation on APN 016 in fenced area; naturally revegetated

Photo 8. Pre-existing cultivation on APN 017; vegetable garden to be put in outside of watercourse buffer
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Photo 10. On site relocation cultivation for APN 016 (1 of 2); 640 square feet





A

-
1, - = )

g = o

square feet

S g

n for APN 016 (2 of 2); 3,390
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Photo 11. On site relocation cultivatio

Photo 12. On site relocation cultivation for APN 017 (1 of 2); 3,840 square feet within 7 greenhouses
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Photo 14. On site relocation cultivation for APN 017 (2 of 2); trail from residence (l) looking at steepest slope (r)
with slopes >/= 20 percent; person at proposed relocation site
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Photo 16. On site relocation cultivation for APN 017 (2 of 2); looking south from proposed flat





Photo 17. Culvert at seasonal pond where water level reaches only 3 to 5 weeks a year
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Photo 19. View from seasonal pond culvert (Photo 17 location) towards outlet at far end of orchard
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