CALTRANS SUSTAINA

FY 2020-21
BLE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT APPLICATION

Check here, if technical project: []

PROJECT TITLE

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project

PROJECT LOCATION

{city and county)

McKinleyville (unincorporated community), Humboldt County

APPLICANT

SUB-APPLICANT

SUB-APPLICANT

Organization

County of Humboldt

Redwood Community Action
Agency

Mailing Address

1106 2nd Street

904 G Street

City Eureka Eureka
Zip Code 95501 95501
Executive Tom Mattson Val Martinez
Director/designee |Public Works Director Executive Director
and title '

E-mail Address

tmattson@co.humboldt.ca.us

valmartinez@rcaa.org

Contact Person
and title

Tom Mattson
Fublic Works Director

Emily Sinkhorn
NRS Division Director

Contact E-mail
Address

tmattson@co.humboldt.ca.us

emily@nrsrcaa.org

Phone Number

707-445-7491

707-269-2061

FUNDING INFORMATION

Use the Match Calculator to complete this section.

Grant Funds
Requested

Local Match - Cash

Local Match - In-Kind

Total Project Cost

$196,700

$ 19,149

$6,336

$222,185

Specific Source of Local Match and Name of Provider

{i.e., local transportation funds, local sales tax, special bond measures, etc.)

$19,149 local match from both the Humboldt County road fund and in-kind Public Works staff time
$4,441 in-kind staff support and in-kind printing from Redwood Community Action Agency (Third-Party)
$1,895 in-kind staff support from DHHS Healthy Communities Public Health funds (Third-Party)
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FY 2020-21
CALTRANS SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT APPLICATION

2A. Project Justification: Describe the problems or deficiencies the project is attempting o address,
" as well as how the project will address the identified prablems or deficiencies. Additionally, list the

ramifications of not funding this project. This section needs to clearly define the existing issues
surrounding the project (e.g., transportation issues, inadequate transit services, impacts of heavy
trucking on local streets, air pollution, etc.). Competitive applications support the need for the
project with empirical data, describe how this project addresses issues raised, define the public
benefit, explain how the public was involved with identifying issues, and describe the impact of not
funding the project. Do not exceed the space provided. (10 points):

This project seeks to utilize considerable community momentum to enhance safe walking and bicycling
connectivity between McKinleyville — the fastest growing community in Humboldt County — and employment and
school destinations in Arcata around Humboldt Bay, while also improving walking and biking access to a planned
Town Center mixed-use housing and commercial development. The unincorporated community of McKinleyville has
largely been a bedroom community located north of the cities of Arcata and Eureka off of Highway 101 in Humboldt
County. While McKinleyville offers more affordable housing than Arcata and other areas around Humboldt Bay, the
community is separated from Arcata by the Mad River and hindered by previous land use decisions which did not
require walking and biking facilities be built during development. This proposal focuses on the routes into and out of
McKinleyville from the south {(namely the Hammond Trail and Central Avenue/Highway 101) and the County roads
that connect neighborhoods to these potential routes — Railroad Avenue, Hiller Road, and School Road.

The Hammond Coastal Trail provides an alternative active transportation route to cross the Mad River and
navigate low volume shared-use roadways into Arcata, but it also adds 2.5 miles out of direction travel compared to
havigating the Central Avenue/Highway 101/Highway 200 on/off ramps to the trail on the Mad River highway
bridge, which connects to Wymore Road to Giuntoli Lane. In addition, McKinleyville neighborhoods east of Highway
101 have limited walking and bicycling facilities to access the Hammond Trail. Hiller Road lacks walking and biking
facilities yet it directly connects McKinleyville's two largest parks, the Shopping Center, McKinleyville Family
Resource Center, and the future mixed-use Town Center. School Road has walking and biking facilities but only
connects southern McKinleyville to the Hammond Trail and requires navigating Highway 101 on/off ramps, while
Railroad Avenue lacks biking facilities, brackets the future Town Center, and connects directly to the middie school.

While many people who choose to bicycle commute take the Hammond Trail, more disadvantaged community
members without access to a vehicle take the shortest route possible to destinations to the south (even though the
route lacks non-motorized infrastructure and Is adjacent to high speed cars). Non-motorized users traveling south
can often be seen walking or biking the ‘wrong-way' along the south end of McKinleyville's Central Avenue in order
to access the Mad River Bridge on Highway 101, which connects pedestrians and cyclists traveling from
McKinleyville to the Wymore frontage road and north Arcata. This wrong way travel may be dangerous but itis the
only reasonable option to traverse this high-traffic area without walking or bicycling facilities.

This project was shaped by Complete Streets priorities the County of Humboldt identified through formal planning
processes at the Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG) and also by community priorities
highlighted by the McKinleyville Municipal Advisory Committee (MMAC) and a walkability assessment near
McKinleyville Middle School. Components of this project are priorities listed in both HCAQG's Regional
Transportation Plan VROOM (2017) {i.e. shoulder widening and walking and biking improvements on Central
Avenue) and in the Humboldt Reglonal Bicycle Plan (2018) (l.e. a short-term priority to improve walking and biking
along Central Avenue between 101 and Railroad Avenue and the highest scoring long-term priority project for bike
lanes along Hiller Road.} In addition, the final scope of this proposal was determined through MMAC public
meetings during 2019 and was informed by outcomes of a walkabitity assessment in the project area (along Hiller,
Central and Railroad) in May 2019 conducted by County Public Health, McKinleyville Middle School, and RCAA.
This project would also help plan for improved connectivity to Caltrans' planned Class | trail under Highway 101 at
Wymore Road.

This project will integrate transportation and housing planning efforts as in 2020 the County will be planning
ordinance updates for the proposed Town Center development to support mixed-use development, including a mix
of housing types, in the heart of McKinleyville and this project area where currently walking and biking facilities are
lacking. Addressing walking and biking facility deficiencies is a high community and County priority in McKinleyville
but there has not been funding to plan potential improvements and robustly engage the community. If this project is
not funded, housing will continue to be built expanding the population without planning for active transportation
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FY 2020-21
CALTRANS SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT APPLICATION

2B. Disadvantaged Communities Justification: Explain how the project area or portions of the
project area are defined as a disadvantaged community, including Native American Tribal
Governments and rural communities, as well as how the proposed project addresses the needs of
the disadvantaged community. The tools in the Grant Application Guide {Pages 11-14) are
intended to help applicants define a disadvantaged community. Please cite data sources, the tools
used, and include a comparison to the statewide thresholds that are established in each tool. Also
describe how disadvantaged communities will benefit from the proposed planning project.
Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The unincorporated community of McKinleyville is the fastest growing community In Humboldt County and is a
disadvantaged community as assessed by the median household incomes of census tracts within the project area
in comparison to the statewide median income. The Project Area includes five census fracts in south McKinleyville
and north Arcata (census tracts 105.01, 105.02, 11.01, 12, and 13) all of which are disadvantaged communities
with median household incomes below $54,191.20, which is 80% of California's median household income of
$67,739 (US Census American Fact Finder).

Median Household Income (MHI) by Census Tract from 2012-2016 American Community Survey

Census Tract 105.02 - $48,981 MHI (southeast McKinleyville)

Cansus Tract 105.01 - $50,445 MHI {southwest McKinleyville)

Census Tract 13 - $34,236 MHI (Arcata Bottoms between north Arcata and McKmIeywiIe)

Census Tract 12 - $40,814 MHI {includes Valley West)

Census Tract 11.01 - $34,609 MHI (northwest Arcata)

The Humboldt Housing and Homelessness Coalition reported 121 homeless individuals living in McKinleyville per
the January 2019 Point in Time Count. Many of these individuals and cthers living in McKinleyville are dependent
upon non-motorized transportation within and connecting to McKinleyville. Improving connecticns between
neighborhoods in south McKinleyville to north Arcata is also a pricrity because northern Arcata, particularly the
Valley West neighborhood, is one.of the most densely populated neighborhoods in Arcata and has a very high
percentage of Latino and low-income community members. In addition, providing connectivity from south
McKinleyville and north Arcata to Humboldt Bay will help residents access work, school and public spaces for
recreational opportunities in areas identified as deficient for recreational and park opportunities.

2C. Disadvantaged Communities Engagement: Applicants should describe how the proposed effort
would engage disadvantaged communities, including Native American Tribal Governments and
rural communities. Include specific outreach methods for involving disadvantaged communities.
Also describe how disadvantaged communities will continue to be engaged during the next phases
after the proposed planning project is complete, including project implementation. See Grant
Application Guide, Pages 25-26, for best practices in community engagement.
Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

Community participation, particularly from vulnerable populations {e.g. low income households, Spanish-speaking
households and youth) most impacted by the lack of walking and biking facilities within and connecting to
McKinleyville, will be integral o ensure equity in the planning process and an effective project. RCAA will facilitate a
variety of accessible community engagement activities at different times of day o encourage diverse participation
including one-on-che engagement at local gathering places, up to two community wall/bike & observation events,
intercept surveys with people currently walking and biking in the project area, small group workshop design
sessions, online surveys, a pop-up temporary infrastructure demonstration, and youth engagement with County
Public Health staff. Holding outreach activities close to transit stops and providing refreshments and childcare at
public meetings will help make these events more accessible to lower income residents. In addition, to ensure
participation from Spanish speaking residents, language interpretation and translation services will be utilized for all
outreach materials and community engagement events. The project team will alse set performance targets for
participation from these vulnerable populations and will measure the engagement through demographic survey
questions during outreach. Outreach strategies will be refined to fit the context of the diverse McKinleyville
community with the assistance of a Project Task Force comprised of representativas from key community sectors,
Caltrans, and also, utilizing relationships with County Public Health and the McKinleyville Family Resource Center,
representatives of these vulnerable communities. Community partners such as the McKinlayville Municipal Advisory
Committee which initiated this project through public meetings will continue to ensure that robust community
dialogue and engagement of vulnerable populations continues beyond this project’s planning phase.

~ Page 5 of 10
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FY 2020-21 |
CALTRANS SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT APPLICATION

3C. Explain how the proposal supports other State goals, including but not limited to, State
planning priorities (Government Code Section 65041.1), climate adaptation goals
(Safeguarding California), and the goals and best practices cited in the 2017 RTP Guidelines,
Appendices K and L. Do not exceed the space provided. {5 points):

Use of climate adaptation goals: support active modes of transportation and recreation and lessen motorized
vehicle trips; improve efficiency of goods movement; decrease environmentally harmful activities such as dumping;
include stormwater- and habitat-friendly features; include environmental group stakeholders to recommend climate
adaptation and resilience ideas. Use of other best practices: incorporate Caltrans guidance for highway
improvements, signals and maintenance within/ near project area to meet transportation system management and
operations objectives; review and use all local planning documents; focus on enhanced livability by planning for
stroliers, disabled users, needs of seniors, safe routes to schools and transit stops, multi-modal linkages to Mad
River, trails, shopping/ services, and visitor-serving uses; plan for emerging technologies, such as driverless
vehicles, slectric buses, electric scooters; focus on preserving local economic uses and accessibility, including
shared use of some areas with farm vehicles/ slow-moving tractors; consider future land use development
strategies that include financing for public infrastructure; incorporate public health data at start of planning.

3D. Explain how the proposal encourages stakeholder involvement. Applicants should list the
stakeholders involved in the planning effort (e.g., first responders, community-based
organizations, local housing and public health departments, transit agencies, and partners
including State, federal, local agencies), as well as how they will be involved throughout the
project. Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):
The proposal encourages stakeholder involvement by including the development of a Project Task Force (PTF)
composed of diverse local stakeholders, including representatives from Caltrans District 1, Humboldt County
Assoclation of Governments, McKlnleyville Community Services District, McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce,
McKinleyville Family Resource Center, McKinleyville schools, the McKinleyville Municipal Advisory Commiittee, the
Countywide Safe Routes to School Task Force, County public health staff, local businesses, local cycling
organizations, and mobiity advocates who will meet regularly to guide and provide input on public engagement
methods and review draft project deliverables. Additionally, input from residents, local tribal representatives and
under-represented community groups will be actively gathered through intercept surveys, walking/ biking
observations in the project area, one-on-one engagement through social service organization partners, community
design workshops, online input tools such as surveys and voting on visual preferences, participation in multiple
pop-up infrastructure demonstrations, and through tabling at local gathering locations and events in or near the
project area.

3E. Explain how the proposal involves active community engagement. Applicants should describe
the specific public outreach methods/events that will be employed throughout the project, as
well as how public input will inform the project. Also describe how the effort will survey the
public at the end of each outreach event to gauge effectiveness of these activities for the
planning effort. Do not exceed the space provided. (5 points):

The project will actively and creatively involve residents and students through bilingual outreach, walking and
biking tours that invite community observation, intercept surveys with people currently walking and biking in the
project area, community workshops, partnering with County Public Health on classroom engagement through a
Safe Routes to School program, an interactive online survey, social media usage, tabling at local events and
gathering places, one-on-one or small group meetings with stakeholders who are unlikely or unable to attend other
events, and pop-up temporary infrastructure demenstration(s) to model possible improvements, providing an
opportunity for robust resident engagement towards a community-based plan for safe walking and biking
connectivity. This project will analyze community input at the end of each outreach event and track demographics
of participants in order to gauge effectiveness of these activities for the planning effort and develop a range of
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian safety improvement alternatives for the project area focused on improving active
transportation connectivity while preserving freight, farm vehicle and motor vehicle access. If needed, the project
team will utilize new and additional methods based on Project Task Force suggestions to reach even more
residents and community members. The project will also alm to engage a broader audience by inviting community
partners and trail user groups to cross-share key apportunities for input with their stakeholders at additional
meetings and events.
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FY 2020-21
CALTRANS SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT APPLICATION

Application Signature Page

If selected for funding, the information contained in this application will become the foundation of the
confract with Caltrans.

To the best of my knowledge, all information contained in this application is true and correct. If

awarded.a-grant with Caltrans, | agree that L will adhere to the pregram guidelines.
Tom Mattson

- Signature ofAuthorlzed Official (Applicant) o Print Name |
Public Works Director 16515 ) 18
Title Date [

/ﬂ% Val Martmez
Signature i Authorized Official (Sub-Applicant) Print Name .
Executive Director VY4
Title Date M A
Signatur’e of Authotized Official (Sub-AppIicant) Print Name
Title Date
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County of Humboldt 2019-20

SCOPE OF WORK

Grantee: County of Humboldt
Project Title: McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project

Introduction:

The County of Humboldt and Redwood Community Action Agency (RCAA) will collaborate
with community members, schools, social service organizations and Caltrans to robustly
engage the diverse McKinleyville community and create a plan and concept designs for safe
walking and bicycling connectivity between McKinleyville, the fastest growing community
in Humboldt County, and employment, school, and community destinations to the south
around Humboldt Bay. Non-motorized facilities are lacking in the project area (i.e. adjacent
to proposed Town Center mixed-use development and connecting across the Mad River to
Arcata) forcing people either to navigate a complex highway interchange or travel County
roads lacking walking and biking facilities to access the Hammond Trail - 2.5 miles out of
direction to Arcata.

The unincorporated community of McKinleyville has largely been a bedroom community
located north of the cities of Arcata and Eureka off of Highway 101 in Humboldt County,
but momentum has grown to create better access within town for quality of life and
employment. While McKinleyville offers more affordable housing than Arcata and other
areas around Humboldt Bay, the community is separated from Arcata by the Mad River and
hindered by previous land use decisions which did not require walking and biking facilities
be built during development. This proposal focuses on the routes into and out of
McKinleyville from the south (namely the Hammond Trail and Central Avenue/Highway
101) and the County roads that connect neighborhoods to these potential routes - Railroad
Avenue, Hiller Road, and School Road.

This proposed project was shaped by prior Complete Streets planning efforts by the County
of Humboldt and the Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG) as
components of this project are priorities listed in both HCAOG’s Regional Transportation
Plan VROOM, (2017) and in the Humboldt Regional Bicycle Plan (2018). The proposal was
also informed by outcomes of a walkability assessment in the project area (along Hiller,
Central and Railroad) in May 2019 conducted by County Public Health, McKinleyville
Middle School, and RCAA. The final scope of proposal was determined through public
meetings of the McKinleyville Municipal Advisory Committee in summer 2019.

The project will integrate transportation and housing planning efforts as in 2020 the
County will be planning ordinance updates for the proposed McKinleyville Town Center
development proposed adjacent to the existing Shopping Center bracketed by Hiller Road
and Railroad Avenue. The Town Center is envisioned to comprise mixed-use development,
including a range of housing types, in the heart of McKinleyville and this proposal’s project
area where currently walking and biking facilities are lacking. Addressing walking and
biking facility deficiencies is a high community and County priority in McKinleyville but

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project SusTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROPOSAL
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County of Humboldt 2019-20

work, school and public spaces for recreational opportunities in areas identified as
deficient in parks and recreation.

The project applicants are well experienced in working with low-income, vulnerable, and
disadvantaged populations. Redwood Community Action Agency staff have designed and
facilitated dozens of multi-lingual meetings, one-on-one engagements and walking tours
which genuinely involve key community populations often left out of public decision-
making processes. :

Responsible Parties:

Humboldt County Public Works Department with assistance from Redwood Community
Action Agency (RCAA) (a non-profit based in Eureka with decades of experience leading
community outreach, non-motorized transportation planning and Safe Routes to School
efforts) and a consulting firm with expertise in trail and multimodal transportation design
(to be selected through an RFP process) will perform the tasks outlined in this scope work.
The County of Humboldt and RCAA will be the entities responsible for the management and
completion of this project. The County and RCAA will follow identified procurement
procedures to select a consulting firm to assist with specific tasks as outlined in the project
scope. The County will ensure that consultant fees do not exceed the budget allocated in
this grant request.

Overall Project Objectives:

e Completion of a McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project Plan to identify
options for enhanced safety and connectivity for walking and biking between
McKinleyville and north Arcata and to the proposed Town Center mixed-use
development

» Identification of conceptual design alternatives for improved walking and biking
connectivity between McKinleyville and key destinations around Humboldt Bay

¢ Robust engagement of diverse McKinleyville residents, students, businesses and
community organizations through public observations, workshops, one-on-one
engagement, intercept surveys, and online engagement

» Setting of performance targets for participation in the project by vulnerable
populations and measurement of progress

e Consideration of environmental justice in the planning process so that all residents
have an opportunity for meaningful involvement with respect to the environment
and community health outcomes

* Involvement of middle school-aged youth in providing input and feedback on
pedestrian and cyclist needs through an existing Safe Routes to School program led
by Humboldt County DHHS Public Health

» Setting of baselines and measurement of potential impacts of the proposed project
on multimodal mobility, equity, safety and preservation

¢ Quantification of the potential reduction of greenhouse gas emissions through
improved safety for and encouragement of non-motorized transportation modes

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROPOSAL
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a. Prepare and submit quarterly progress reports to the Caltrans Project Manager
b. Prepare final project recommendations, evaluation and next steps report. The final
report will acknowledge Caltrans’ active and financial participation on the title page.

Responsible Party: County and RCAA

Task |Deliverable

1.1 Final scope of work

1.2 Consultant RFP, copy of procurement procedures and executed contract
1.3 Monthly invoices

1.4 Quarterly progress reports, final project report

Task 2: Assess Existing Conditions

Task 2.1: Assemble GIS Data and Multimodal Transportation Data
a. Assemble existing transportation, land use and mapping data for the Project Area
such as:

Average Daily Traffic volumes on roadways within the Project Area;
Bicycle and pedestrian counts on Highway 101;

Roadway rights-of-way information including for Highway 101;

Existing roadway standards;

Level of Traffic Stress (LTS) Assessment for McKinleyville (draft LTS
completed by Humboldt State University student in May 2019);
Transportation safety and collision data (e.g. through TIMS, SWITRS, and
Street Story through UC Berkeley SafeTrec);

Land uses, proposed housing developments and zoning;

Existing water bodies/wetland locations;

Public and nonprofit land trust lands;

Caltrans’ 2018 State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP)
project plans for constructing a Class I bikeway under Highway 101 through
Boyd Draw; and

Transit route and transit stop data.

b. Incorporate data sets into a map to be used for planning and community
engagement. Test map features with Project Task Force (see Task 4.2) and adapt
mapping accordingly.

Responsible Party: Humboldt County Public Works and Consultant

Task 2.2 Review Key Local Planning Documents Pertaining to Trails, Walking, Biking
and Housing
a. Review and compile relevant policies, community priorities, and outcomes from key
local planning documents such as:

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROPOSAL
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Wymore Road, and roadways connecting central McKinleyville to the Hammond
Coastal Trail (e.g. School Road, Hiller Road, and Railroad Avenue).

d. Take relevant photos and GPS points to assist analysis of existing conditions

e. Incorporate into the field reconnaissance technical memo community observations
and experiences voiced during the walking workshops in the Project Area planned
under Task 4.4 :

Responsible Party: Humboldt County Public Works, RCAA and Consultant

Task 2.5 Conduct Opportunities and Constraints Analysis for Walking and Biking
Connectivity and Traffic Calming
a. Utilize existing data and direct observation to assess existing facility and multimodal
traffic conditions within the Project Area
b. Identify gaps in the multimodal network and areas with significant safety concerns
c. Identify key public rights-of-way within the Project Area
d. Identify high-level environmental constraints without conducting natural features
inventory;
e. Analyze non-motorized routes between McKinleyville and Arcata by Level of Traffic
Stress, Access, Route Directness, and Destination Density along the route
f. Compile multimodal opportunities and constraints into a technical memo and map/
rendering.

Responsible Party: Consultant

Task |Deliverable

Z.1 GIS database and compilation of multimodal data

2.2 Technical memo analyzing current and proposed plans for transportation
improvements and housing in project area

2.3 Memo detailing baseline measurements of multimodal data

2.4 Memo detailing findings

2.5 Technical memo and map of opportunities and constraints

Task 3: Community Outreach

The primary purpose of the public engagement will be to solicit feedback on safety concerns
and ideas for improved walking and biking connectivity between McKinleyville and Arcata
including the southern entrance to McKinleyville at the Central Avenue/Highway 101/North
Bank Road interchange and connections between Central Avenue and the Hammond Coastal
Trail. County and RCAA staff, with coordination with Caltrans District 1 staff, will facilitate a
series of public input opportunities utilizing different strategies and times-of-day to
encourage diverse participation including one-on-one engagement. A local gathering place,
such as Six Rivers Brewery, will be selected to conduct a community observation at the Bella
Vista area of McKinleyville, the south end of Central Avenue, and along the Mad River Bridge

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROPOSAL
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c.

demographic data from the American Communities Survey and Humboldt Housing
and Homelessness Coalition Point in Time Count. Utilize Caltrans and Project Task
Force to inform target setting.

Measure engagement of vulnerable populations utilizing demographic questions on
intercept surveys and an optional anonymous survey at all outreach events (in the
manner of Caltrans’ Title VI efforts). _

Collaborate with Caltrans to develop and refine outreach activities as per
consultation with District 1 staff during creation of this proposal

Refine and confirm public engagement strategy with Project Task Force (Task 3.2)

Task 3.2: Form Project Task Force and Hold Project Task Force Meetings

da.

Form a Project Task Force (PTF). Identify potential PTF members representing
McKinleyville community members, local businesses, Caltrans District 1 staff,
Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG), County of Humboldt,
McKinleyville Family Resource Center, McKinleyville Municipal Advisory
Committee, Humboldt County DHHS Public Health, local schools and youth centers,
social service organizations, Safe Routes to School Task Force, local cycling
organizations, and mobility and senior advocates. RCAA will also utilize existing
relationships with key organizations in McKinleyville working with vulnerable
populations (e.g. County Public Health and the McKinleyville Family Resource
Center) to invite participation in the PTF from low income families and middle
school youth. The PTF will be engaged early on in the project kick-off to allow for
genuine input into public outreach strategies.

Create a written collaboration agreement with PTF members which outlines roles
and expectations for the project

Establish an online information sharing system for use by PTF and project team.
Convene at least three Project Task Force (PTF) meetings throughout the term of
the project to 1) review existing conditions and invite feedback on project approach
and public engagement methods, 2) review community feedback from workshops
and engagement activities, and 3) review concept designs

Task 3.3: Solicit Engagement in the Project

a.

Work with community organizations and neighborhood advocates that organize
within the Project Area to plan appropriate community engagement activities.

b. Encourage fun and engaging methods for online participation through the Humboldt
County website, social media, and partner organizations’ websites

c. Create a visually-appealing, legible and color-blind friendly flyer detailing public
engagement opportunities

d. Promote the project and public input opportunities through written and radio PSAs,
press releases, social media, local blogs and outreach via partner stakeholder groups

e. Send direct mailers to organizations, businesses and key properties in the Project
Area

f.  Solicit community involvement through direct interaction at key neighborhood and
school events and gathering places

g. Meet with key community leaders and organizations in the Project Area

h. Collect and compile online and in-person feedback from engagement activities

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROPOSAL
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County of Humboldt 2019-20

community workshop and also return to key community gathering places and
organizations to solicit feedback on conceptual design alternatives. The pop-up
engagement events will be held in convenient locations close to transit and during
different times of day.

If deemed appropriate by the public and County Public Works, implement a one-day
temporary infrastructure demonstration using temporary materials to demonstrate
what one potential concept design(s) could look and feel like on the ground.
Outreach for the workshop and engagement opportunities (and pop-up
demonstration(s) if appropriate).

Compile public input from second series of public engagement.

Responsible Party: RCAA

Task Deliverable

3.1 Community engagement strategy memo

32 PTF stakeholder list, compilation of PTF input

3.3 Outreach materials, brief memo of outreach activities, project website

3.3 Presentation and pop-up event materials and compilation of public input

3.5 Public engagement materials, documentation of temporary
infrastructure demonstration if appropriate and compilation of public
input

Task 4: Develop Concept Design Alternatives

Task 4.1: Develop Concept Design Alternatives

a.

Utilizing feedback from the public engagement and Project Task Force, produce:
1. Concept design alternatives for the priority east/ west non-motorized
connection between Central Avenue and the Hammond Coastal Trail
2. Concept design alternatives for traffic calming and a walking and biking
facility at the south McKinleyville interchange with Highway 101
For concepts that may overlap with Caltrans right-of-way, ensure adequate time for
review by Caltrans staff
Develop illustrative renderings of concepts to engage participants in the concepts
Invite specific input from Caltrans District 1 on draft concept designs, particularly if
designs

Task 4.2: Finalize Concept Designs

d.

Following second series of public outreach finalize concept designs based upon
preferred alternative. Concepts will include fully rendered concept level (30%)
engineering designs. :

Ensure adequate time for review of concept designs by Caltrans staff

Develop order-of-magnitude cost estimates and a description of maintenance
considerations for each.

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project SusTAINABLE COMMUNITIES GRANT PROPOSAL
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County of Humboldt
Responsible Party: Consultant
Task | Deliverable
bl Draft Report
52 Presentation materials and meeting minutes
5.3 Final Report and Implementation Plan

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
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California Department of Transportation
Sustainable Transportation Planning Grants

Fiscal Year 2020-21
PROJECT TIMELINE
Grantee: County of Humboldt | Project Title: [McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
Fund Source FY 2020/21 FY 2021/22 FY 2022/23
Local | Local
Task Total Grant Cash [In-Kind
Number| Responsible Parly] Cost | Amount | Malch | Malch S[O[N|D| J[ F{m{A|Mm 1] 5| A| s|O|N|D| J| F O[N[D|J| FIm| A Deliverable
1 Project Coordination & Fiscal M f
Project Kick-Off Meeting and
1.1 |Project Management County and RCAA $2.824 $2,500 $324 Final scope of work
Consultant RFP, copy of procurement
Subcontractor Procurement & procedures and execuled consultani
1.2 |Centracting Caunly $2,259 $2,000 $259 confract
1.3 |Monthly Invoicing County and RCAA $3,389 $3,000 $389 Monthly invoices
‘Quarterly Progress Reporis fo Quarierly progress reparfs, final
1.4 [Callrans County and RCAA|  $2.259|  $2,000 4259 project report
2  |Assess Exisfing Condifions
Assemble GIS and Multimodal County and GIS database and compilation of
2.1 Transportafion Dala Consultant $4,518 $4,000 $518 mullimodal data
Technical memo analyzing current
Review Key Local Planning and proposed plans for ransportation|
Documents Pertaining lo Trails, improvements and housing in project
2.2 |Walking, Biking and Housing Consullant, RCAA | $2,259|  $2.000 $259 areq
Daia fo Sel Baselines and Memo delailing baseline
2.3 [Measure Impacts Consuliant $6,777 $6.000 $259 $518 measurements of mullimodal data
Counly, RCAA,
2.4 |Conduct Field Reconnaissance... Consultant $13.555 $12,000 $1,235 $320 Memo defailing findings
Constraints Analysis for Walking
and Biking Connectivity and Technical memo and map of
2.5 |fratfic Calming Consultant s33.887| $30,000 | $3.887 opportunilies and conslraints
3 |Community Oulreach
Refine Public Engagement
Slralegy and Set Performance
3.1 |Targets for Qutreach RCAA $1,807 $1,600 $207 Community engagemenl sirategy me
Form Project Task Force and Hold PIF stakehalder list, compilation of PTF
3.2 |Project Task Force Meelings RCAA $3,502 $3,100 $402 input
Oulreach materials, brief memo of
3.3 |Solicit Engagement in ihe Project RCAA $5,648, $5,000 3648 oufreach aclivities, project website
(Conduct First Series of Public Presentalion and pop-up malerials
3.4 [Engagesment Activities RCAA $11,296 $10,000 $1,296 and compilation of public input
TSSO TS
documentation of temporary
infrastructure demonstration if
Conduct Second Series of Public approepriate, and compilation of
3.5 [Engagement Activities RCAA $11,296)  $10,000 [  $516 | %780 public inpul
4 |Develop Concept Design Alfernatives
Develop Concept Concept design alternatives with
4.1 |Alignmenl/Design Allematives Consultant $33,886| $30,000 | $3.406 [ 3480 renderings
Finalized concept designs with cost
42 |Finalize concept designs Consultant $28,239  $25000 | $3.239 sstimates
5 Prepare Report
5.1 |Prepare Droff Report Consultant $33.884]  $30,000 | $3.886 Dralt Report
Present to Counly Board of Consuliant, Presentation materials and meeting
52 |Supervisors, HCAOG and MMAC | Counly and RCAA $3,954 $3,500 $454 minules
Frepare Final Repori and
53 [Implemeniation Plan Consultant $16,943]  $15000 | $1,943 Final Report and Implementation Plan|
TOTALS $222,185| $196,700| $19.149| $6,336

RCAA = Redwood Community Action Agsncy
RCAA |abor rates and in-kind ratss ars $80/hour, Counlty of Humboldt Public Health in-kind labor rates are $50/hour
Consullant estimaled at an average of $160/hour
Project management/administration line items are under Task 1 which equal less than 5% of of the grant amount requestad

Reimbursement of indirect costs is allowable upon approval of an Indirect Cost Allocation Plan for each year of project aclivities.
Provide rate if indirect cosls are included in the project budget. Approved Indirect Cost Rate: NA






McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project

Project Area Demographics

The unincorporated community of McKinleyville is the fastest growing community in

- Humboldt County and is a disadvantaged community as assessed by the median household
income of census tracts in the project area as compared to the statewide median income.
The Project Area includes five census tracts in south McKinleyville and north Arcata
(census tracts 105.01, 105.02, 11.01, 12, and 13) all of which are disadvantaged
communities with median household incomes below $54,191.20, which is 80% of
California’s median household income of $67,739 (US Census American Fact Finder).

Median Household Income (MHI) by Census Tract from 2012-2016 American Community
Survey

Census Tract 105.02 - $48,981 MHI (southeast McKinleyville)

Census Tract 105.01 - $50,445 MHI (southwest McKinleyville)

Census Tract 13 - $34,236 MHI (Arcata Bottoms between north Arcata and McKinleyville)
Census Tract 12 - $40,814 MHI (includes Valley West)

Census Tract 11.01 - $34,609 MHI (northwest Arcata)

Census Tract Map with Project Area Shown in Yellow
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In addition to non-motorized user collisions being high in the immediate project area,
Humboldt County ranks second of all California counties for the number of pedestrian-
collisions per capita and eighth for bicycle-collisions (Office of Traffic Safety Collision
Ranking Results 2016).

In addition to these data covering ten full years, there
was an additional high profile hit and run pedestrian | e
fatality at the southern entrance to McKinleyville on “=McKinleyuille
Central Avenue at Bella Vista Road on May 18, 2019 - =S .
the day after the County received word that this
proposal’s previous iteration was not funded through

the 2018-19 grant cycle

(https://kymkemp.com/2019/05/18/one-dead-in- & ' ?‘i'tl‘e'_" 1

mckinleyville-after-reported-hit-and-run-collision/).

The photo to the right shows the memorial to this
individual directly in front of the Welcome to
McKinleyville sign.

The roadways on which these collisions occurred are

currently the routes for people walking and biking south from McKinleyville to Arcata and
key destinations in the Humboldt Bay Area. This compelling data highlights the need for
improved walking and biking safety between McKinleyville, the fastest growing community
in Humboldt County, and employment centers and community destinations in Arcata and
around Humboldt Bay.

Street Story, a community engagement platform managed by Berkeley SafeTREC, has also
provided insight into the places in McKinleyville participating community members have
indicated they have had crashes/near-misses or feel are hazardous. Street Story
(https://streetstory.berkeley.edu/) is an online community engagement tool that allows
individuals, groups, and agencies to collect information about transportation collisions,
near-misses, general hazards and safe locations to travel. As collisions in rural communities
are often under-reported to law enforcement, this tool utilizes crowdsourcing to get a more
complete picture of the feeling of transportation safety in a community. The below graphic
from Street Story shows community input on crashes/near-misses and hazards in this
proposal’s project area. The southern end of Central Avenue and intersection with Highway
101 has been marked by community members as hazardous or having had a crash or near-
miss as well as other locations in the project area such as the shared-use section of the
Hammond Coastal Trail on Fischer Rd and intersections on Railroad Avenue, Central
Avenue, and School Road.



ER NI

s ssif-eon [l
piezed [l users [
adAL yoday adi) poday
L]
2 S ea > 2
¥ "'m:,» P WA PR Yia iy 14 KA pry
Sl v
i
LA el Ry bemiy
: L
z
2 :
; > o
", 3 TR Gl g
> boa
2 3 b ]
5 2 o
A 2
B g2
* ol 3
3 g 1 S PH 0SS ‘8
@ g Py pagag ® ; 45 ®
CERET % fidsonrs ;
£ o 7 -
>
3 =t 2 S orib +
apoatia 3 : s )
% -8
»
s Fin pui i N
o
s fapunon oo | — B1IALS U :; 5
Lh] 3 = !
P T , i + Py RtRid ““:‘,.\\'A?‘ Ll

i

saoe|d ayes / spiezeH SasSIW-1EaN / S3YSEID

depy 1oday

‘parAziay1a0@Oaquialey 1IeWed aseald eep aanel|enh s04

‘aed UOHEWIOLI IND 1ISIA JO 2ING JALIETS A1015 122105 243 335 asead 'AI015 13915 IN0YE 3J0W LIEs| 0)



McKinleyvillle Multimodal Connections Project
Graphics _ Page 1

The interchange at the southern end of Central
Avenue at the junction of North Bank Road
(Highway 200) lacks pedestrian and bicycle facilites.

Y AZALEA STATE RESERVE 1 |

The Highway 101 exit to McKinleyville
approaching from the south and the trail on the
Highway 101 bridge over the Mad River
connecting to Wymore Road.

#

4 gt ot | North Bank Road (Highway 200) heading east has

%

no walking or bicycling facilities and
very narrow shoulder,

A cyclist heading south traveling the wrong way on
Central Avenue in order to access the Mad River - & ' _
Bridge trail to Wymore Road. 4 - N
Central Avenue heading north towards Bella Vista has a
narrow, dangerous shoulder.
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1.2

California Department of Transportation

Transportation Planning Grants

Third Party In-Kind Valuation Plan

‘Coples and printing

Subcontrastor Procurement
& Contracting

Progress Reports

76 copies
Coplas and printing RCAA Average copy cosls $0.25|and prints 3 19,00
The GCounly researched average
project manager labor rates in
Denated In-kind staff labor RCAA Humboldt County. $80 3% 240.00

Donated in-kind stalf labor

RCAA

The County rasearched average
project manager labor rates In
Humboldl County.

24

ther Addilio

Field Reconnaissance...

Donated In-kind staff labor

$80 3.24

259.20

RCAA

chated.In-kind staff-labor -

32

Form Project Task Force
and Hold Projact Task
Forca Mealings

The County researched averaga
project manager labor rates In
Humboldt Counl

Denated in-kind staff labor

Public Health

Tha Cuunty assessed the
average welighted rates of Public
Health employses to be involved
in the projeat,

$50 8

400.00

Copies and printing -

RCAA

Average copy costs

8 coples and
$0.25]prints

200

3.4

Gonduct First Series of
Public Engagemant
Activilias

Doneited In-kind staff labor

Public Health

The County assessed the
average weighted rates of Public
Health employees to ba invelved
in the project.

$50 17]

$

BE0.00

RCAA

The County researched average
project manager laber rates in

$80

446.00

4.4

Davelep Concapt
AlignmentDasign
Alternatives

Humboldt County.

verage oopy cosis

RCAA

The Gounty researched averege
project manager labor rates in
Humboldt Gounty.,

$80.00 &

$

450.00

"_ Humbaldt County

he County.researched avarage -
riager labg rales in

Total In-kind Match:  §

4,336

Expiain how the third parly in

kind match will be

documented for accounting

puUrposes:

RCAA, as the grant sub-applicant and also a third party in-kind services provider, will rolustly document in-kind staif fime and
materials for the appropriate tasks and submit a statement and backugz documenting these In-kind services with ifs involces o the
County. County DHHS Pubilc Health will alsc serve as a third party in-kind provider and will submit a statement for in-kind labor services
to County Public Works with the value of the service renderad for ecch task. Welghted rates = sakary or hourly wage plus standord

benefits,







cki ille Municipal Advisory Committee

September 26th, 2019
Thomas Mattson, Director
Public Works Department
County of Humboldt
1106 2" Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
Dear Mr, Mattson,

On behalf of the MeKinleyville Municipal Advisory Committee (MMAC), we appreciate the
opportunity to extend our enthusiastic support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections
Project application submitted to the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program,
The proposed planning study will allow for the robust gathering and documentation of community
input, determination of top priorities, and identification of potential improvements to create a safer
walking and bicycling route between McKinleyville, the most populated unincorporated community
in Humboldt County, and the major employment centers and school destinations south around
Humbeldt Bay, .

The MMAC provides a consistent and inviting community forum for McKinleyville residents to hear
about and advise the Planning Commission and Board pf Supervisors on local community issues,
After receiving many requests for multimodal safety improvements on McKinleyville's south
gateway (Central Avenue/Highway 101) and along Hiller Road which connects neighborhoods to
the Hammond Coastal Trail, the MMAC formed an ad hoc Committee for Active Transportation
{CAT) to further examine concerns for walking and biking. These CAT meetings were publicly
noticed, involved residents and MMAC members and County Public Works staff, and provided a
forum to prioritize and solidify the scope of this proposal.

The outcomes from this project will include robust community engagement and concept designs for
prioritized multimodal connections between McKinleyville and northern Arcata and also within
McKinleyville to support non-motorized travel to the Hammond Coastal Trail and a proposed
mixed-use McKinleyville Town Center on Hiller Road, Multimodal planning in McKinleyville is
particularly exciting at this time as our unincorporated community is growing in the number of
residents and businesses, and the County and community will soon be developlug new land use
ordinances to guide the development of the mixed-use Town Center,

MMAC appreciates that this project includes collaborators who have extensive experience
conducting rabust and innovative community engagement, This project will provide benefits for
public health, increased recreational opportunities, as well as reduce greenhouse gases and traffic
congestion in McKinleyville,

The MMAG strongly supports the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project proposal which will
increase opportunities for all residents and visitors to more safely travel and recreate In
McKinleyville and help prioritize non-motorized travel to the proposed McKinleyville Town Center,

—Z
AL,

Chair, McKinleyville Municipal Advisory Committec

Kewvia [dreyer

Sincerely,
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M. Thomas Mattson
September 25, 2019
Page 2

The outcomes from this project will provide much needed planning for multimodal connections
between McKinleyville and northern Arcata and also within McKinleyville to support
rnon-motorized travel to a proposed mixed-use McKinleyville Town Center on Hiller Road. The
project area 'has an elevated collision history, limited bicycle facilities connecting east-west
through McKinleyville, and requires pedestrians and cyclists traveling south out of
MeKinleyville to either navigate a dangerous interchange and narrow shoulder alongside
speeding traffic or travel west on surface streets with no bicycle facilities to access the
Hammeond Coastal Trail — the latter of which requires over 2.5 miles of out-of-direction travel.
Muttimodal planning in McKinleyville is particularly exciting, as this unincorporated community
is growing in the number of residents and businesses and the County and community are
currently developing new land use ordinances to guide the development of the mixed-use Town

Center.

The proposed project will address an important gap in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure
between the fastest growing residential area in Humboldt County and employment centers on
Humboldt Bay, and provide low-income neighborhoods more options for safe travel. In
addition, this project will provide benefits for individual health, increased recreational
opportunities, as well as reduced greenhouse gases and traffic congestion in McKinleyville.

HCAOG strongly supports the McKinleyville Muftimodal Connections Project proposal to
increase safety for all modes of travel into McKinleyville and plan for upcoming land uge
changes at the McKinleyville Town Center,

Sincerely, -

wr“"‘::-,—f"""
m./‘7/ Z= pra—
Marcella Clem

Executive Director
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shift more short trips within McKinleyville to walking and biking reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, and will also provide increased recreational opportunities. MCSD is looking
forward to collaborating with the County and RCAA on this multimodal planning effort.

MCSD supports the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project proposal to increase
opportunities for all community members to recreate and travel safely in McKinleyville.

Sincerely,

Gener_ Manager
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HUMBOLDT STATE UMIVERSITY

Housing&Residence Life

10/7/2019

Thomas Mattson, Director
Public Works Department
County of Humboldt

1106 2nd Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project

Dear Mr, Mattson,

As the Off-Campus Housing Coordinator for Humboldt State University, I am writing in support of the
McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project application submitted to the Calirans Sustainable
Transportation Planning Grant Program. The County of Humboldt seeks planning funds to allow for the
‘robust gathering and documentation of community input, determination of top priorities, and
identification of potential improvements to create a safer multimodal travel route between
McKinleyville, the most populated unincorporated community in Humboldt County, and the major
employment centers and school destinations south around Humboldt Bay.

McKinleyville is often an affordable housing location for many Humboldt State University
(HSU) students; however, there are many transportation challenges getting from McKinleyville to the
HSU campus in Arcata. HSU supports its students to know their housing rights and be able to find
affordable housing in order to further their education and engage fully in their classes. The Off-Campus
Housing Coordinator position is the first of its kind in the 23-campus California State University system
— an important role as 19 percent of students reported being insecure at HSU in 2018. Improved
multimodal transportation opportunities between Arcata and McKinleyville will greatly benefit the
safety and public health of students and other community members commuting between these two
towns.

The outcomes from this project will include robust community engagement and concept designs
for prioritized multimodal connections between McKinleyville and northern Arcata and also within
McKinleyville to support non-motorized travel to the McKinteyville Shopping Center and between the
community’s largest recreation facilities — Hiller Park in the west and Pierson Park and the Teen Center
in the east. The project area has an elevated collision history, limited bicycle facilities connecting
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2285 Central Avenue, McKlnleyvnie Cdllfor‘ma 895519
(707] 8331508 « FAX (707) 838-2544

October 8, 2019
Thomas Mattson, Director

Public Works Department

County of Humboldt

1106 2™ Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
Dear Mr. Mattson,

On behalf of McKinleyville Middle School, I am writing in support of the McKinleyville Multimodal
Connections Project application submitted to the Calirans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant
Program. The County of Humboldt seeks planning funds to allow for the robust gathering and
documentation of community input, determination of top priorities, and identification of potential
improvements to create a safer multimodal travel route between McKinleyville, the most populated
unincorporated community in Humboldt County, and the major employment centers and school
destinations south around Humboldt Bay.

The outcomes from this project will include robust community engagement and concept designs for
prioritized multimodal connections between McKinleyville and northern Arcata and also within
McKinleyville to support non-motorized travel to the Hammond Coastal Trail and between the
community’s largest recreation facilities — Hiller Park in the west and Pierson Park and the Teen
Center in the east. This includes travel in areas that students and their families use to access the
school and important community facilities that support health and well-being. The project area has an
elevated collision history and requires pedestrians and cyclists to travel within a dangerous narrow
shoulder alongside speeding traffic. The project would also connect to the Caltrans planned Class |
trail under Highway 101 connecting Wymore Road to Heindon Road, providing even more
connectivity to the south end of Mad River Bridge and into northern Arcata.

McKinleyville Middle School is an active partner and participant in local Safe Routes to School
efforts. We have one of the highest percentages of studenis who walk or bike to school on a regular
basis in Humboldt County. In May 2019, the school and our partners completed a walk audit and
recommendations. Multiple needs within this proposed project area were identified using this
community process, mcludmg needs to lmprove walking facilities along Hiller Avenue to support
families walking, using strollers, and accessing the school, Hiller Park, shopping areas and the
planned McKinleyville Town Center. In 2019-2020, 65.9% of students at McKinleyvilte Middle
School were eligible for free or reduced priced meals, up 10% from the previous school year),
Ensuring transportation equity and safety for all students is a priority and this project will benefit all
McKinleyville youth and adults, regardless of their socio-economic status or mode of transportation.
Planning for and developing safe walking and bicycling environments for students 1ot only enables
our local youth to safely get the physical activity they need to be healthy, it also significantly
improves traffic congestion and contributes to a cleaner environment by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.

Continuing to engage students in the planning process for safe walking and biking facilities will be a
valuable learning experience, and the outcomes from this project will support McKinleyville Middle
School’s efforts to engage in healthy Safe Routes to School programming by providing much needed

HOME OF THE COMEIS
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g H 2755 McKinleyville Avenue, McKinteyville, CA 95519-3400 ROGER MACDONALD
% mo/ & TELEPHONE: (707) 839-6470 « FAX: (707) 839-6477 District Superintendent
? =00 www.nohum k12 .ca.us CINDY VICKERS
‘&.@_ \Q Director of Fiscal Services
% Scho® MELANIE SUSAVILLA

Director of Student Services

September 23, 2019

Thomas Mattson, Director
Public Works Department
County of Humboldt

1106 2™ Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
Dear Mr. Mattson,

On behalf of Northern Humboldt Union High School District (NHUHSD}, T am writing in support of
the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project application submitted to the Caltrans Sustainable
Transportation Planning Grant Program. We understand that County of Humboldt seeks planning
funds to allow for the robust gathering and documentation of community input, determination of top
priorities, and identification of potential improvements to create a safer multimodat travel route
between McKinleyville, the most populated unincorporated community in Humboldt County, and the
major employment centers and school destinations south around Humboldt Bay. This includes fravel
in areas that students and their families use to access the school and important community facilities
that support health and well-being. The project area has an elevated collision history and requires
pedestrians and cyclists to travel within a dangerous narrow shoulder alongside speeding traffic. The
project would also connect to the Caltrans planned Class I frail under Highway 101 connecting
Wymore Road to Heindon Road, providing even more connectivity to the south end of Mad River
Bridge and into northern Arcata.

Northern Humboldt Union High School District is an active partner and participant in local Safe
Routes to School efforts. Ensuring transportation equity and safety for all students is a priority and
this project will benefit all McKinleyville youth and adults, regardless of their socio-economic status
or mode of transportation, Planning for and developing safe walking and bicycling environments for
students not only enables our local youth to safely get the physical activity they need to be healthy
and increase their independence, it also significantly improves traffic congestion and contributes to a
cleaner environment by reducing greenhouse gas emissions,

Continuing to engage students in the planning process for safe walking and biking facilities will be 4
valuable learning experience, and the outcomes from this project will support NHUHSD’s efforts to
support Safe Routes to School by providing much-needed planning along multiple busy

McKinleyville interchanges and corridors. NHUHSD appreciates the opportunity to collaborate with

Arcata High School * McKinleyville High School « Mad River High School » Pacific Coast High School ¢ Six Rivers Charter High School
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September 30, 2019

Thomas Mattson, Director |
Public Works Department, County of Humboldt
1106 2 Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
Dear Mr. Mattso_n,

Currently there is no safe, direct, non-motorized access at the southern entrance and exit of
McKinleyville. Hence [ am writing on behalf of the McKinleyville Organizing Committee {(MOC)
in support of the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project application submitted to the
Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program.

We are aware that the County of Humboldt is seeking funds for gathering and documenting a
wide range of community input, determining top priorities, and identifying improvements that
would create a safer multimodal travel route between McKinleyville, the most populated
unincorporated community in Humboldt County, and the major residential, business and
recreational centers to the south. Once this connection is complete, it will allow for the
population engaged in non-motorized transportation to access the variety of trails and routes
to points further east, south and west. As it is today, this project area has a high collision
history and requires pedestrians and cyclists to travel within a dangerous narrow shoulder
alongside speeding traffic.

Within McKinleyville, the project will consider connections in the community to support non-
motorized travel to the Hammond Coastal Trail and Hiller Park to the west, and the
community’s recreation facilities, Hiller Park, Pierson Park and the Teen Center, in the center of
town. With the discussion of the newly developing concept of a Town Center, modes of non-
motorized transportation are likely to increase, and safety and excellent planning will be of
utmost concern.

The McKinleyville Organizing Committee has worked hard over the years to bring community
members together to discuss and address various challenges in our area. We focused for
several years on the re-design of Central Avenue, working closely with Pubic Works. We often
hear from the community how safety for pedestrians and bicyclists is a serious concern. The |
MOC appreciates that this project includes collaborators who have extensive experience :
conducting robust and innovative community engagement. This project will provide benefits

for individual health and safety, increased recreational opportunities, reduced greenhouse

gases and traffic congestion in southern McKinleyville.

The McKinleyville Organizing Committee strongly supports the McKinleyville Multimodal
Connections Project proposal to increase opportunities for all community members to recreate
and travel safely. in McKinleyville and move toward respectable long term environmental goals.

Sincerely,
Linda Doerflinger
For The McKinleyville Organizing Committee
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Coalition for Responsible
Transportation Priorities

September 25, 2019

Thomas Mattson, Director
Public Warks Department
County of Humboldt

1106 2" Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project

Dear Mr. Mattson,

On behalf of the Coalition for Responsible Transportation Priorities, | am writing in support of
the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project planning application submitted to the
Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program. The County of Humboldt seeks
planning funds to gather community input, hear priorities, and identify potential improvements
to create safer walking and bicycling opportunities within McKinleyville and key southern
destinations around Humboldt Bay.

The mission of the Coalition for Responsible Transportation Priorities is to promote |
transportation solutions which protect and support a healthy environment, healthy people, |
healthy communities and a healthy economy on the North Coast of California. To achieve that

mission, we advocate for infrastructure improvements which encourage local residents to drive

less and to walk, bike, and use public transit more. Improving bicyclist and pedestrian safety

and comfort in McKinleyville directly supports these efforts.

This project will provide much needed planning for an important corridor between southern
McKinleyville and northern Arcata. The project area has an elevated collision history and
requires pedestrians and cyclists to travel within a dangerous narrow shoulder alongside
speeding traffic. In addition, the project will include robust community engagement and
concept designs for prioritized multimodal connections between McKinleyville and northern
Arcata and also within McKinleyville to support non-motorized travel to the Hammond Coastal
Trail and a proposed mixed-use McKinleyville Town Center on Hiller Road.

The Coalition for Responsible Trénsportation Priorities appreciates that this project includes
collaborators who have extensive experience conducting active and innovative community
engagement. This project will provide benefits for individual health, increased recreational

145 G Street, Suite A, Arcata, CA 95521 ¢ f{ransportationpriorities.org
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HUMBOLDI BAY| OQur goal: To improve and encourage bicycle commuting
P.O. Box 9054, Eureka, California 95502-9054

COMMTTERS
ASSOCIATION

Thomas Mattson, Director September 30, 2019
Public Works Department

County of Humboldt ;
1106 20 Streef

Rureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
Dear Mr, Mattson,

On behalf of the Humboldt Bay Bicycle Commuters Association (HBBCA), [ am writing in support of the

McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project application submitted to the Caltrans’ Sustainable

Communities Grant Program for planning funds to obtain community input, highlight priorities, and identify

potential improvements to create safer walking and bicycling opportunities within McKinleyville and to - !
major employment and school destinations south around Humboldt Bay, |

HBBCA’s goal is to improve and encourage bicycle commuting throughout the Humboldt Bay region. HBBCA
has many members who live in McKinleyville and has received feedback from members about safety concerns
for bicycling through this project area, The proposed project will address an important gap in bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure, one which prevents residents from considering bicycle commuting from
McKinleyville to places of employment and education around Humboldt Bay,

This project will produce concept designs for improved non-motorized travel connections between southern
McKinleyville and northern Arcata key destinations and within McKinleyville to the Hammond Coastal Trail
and the proposed McKinleyviile Town Center on Hiller Road, The project area has an elevated collision
history and requires pedestrians and tyclists to travel within a narrow shoulder or share the trafficlane
alongside a heavily traveled roadway.

The Humbaldt Bay Bicycle Commuters Association strongly supports the MeKinleyville Multimedal
Connections Project proposal, which will increase opportunities for residents and visitors alike to choose

bicycle commuting to and from McKin]ey\n!le.

Sincerely,
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Meredxth Maiex, Co- owner'/ Beer Maven '
| 707.834.1318 « meredlth@smrwersbrewery com
"1300 CENTRAL AVE, MCKINLEYVILLE, CA 9BGTY -

WWW.SIXRIVERSDREWERY.COM @SIXKRIVERSEREWERY
e e b JE R RT TARRAREWERY
SMALL BATCH CRAFT BEER . RESTAURANT

" | BREWERS ASSOCIATIOR |- . |

Thomas Mattson, Director
Public Works Department
County of Humboldt

1106 Znd Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Support for the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project

Dear Mr. Mattson,

As one of the owners of Six Rivers Brewery, | am writing in support of the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project
application for the Caltrans Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program. ! understand that The County of
Humboldt seeks planning funds to allow for the robust gathering and documentation of comimuhity input, selection of
top priorities, and identification of potential improvements to create a safer multimodal travel route between
McKinleyville, the most populated unincorporated community in Humboldt County, and major destinations to the south
hear Arcata,

Six Rivers Brewaery is located in the proposed project area on the southern end of Central Avenue. The outcomes from
this project will provide Important planning for a key cotridor in the community. Six Rivers Brewery patrons and staff
experience first-hand the safety concerns of this heavily traveled corridor. With a narrow shoulder, low visibility, and high
speeds, this corridor is unsafe for all modes of travel accessing our business, especially pedestrians and bicyclists,
Increasing the connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists batween southern McKinleyville, neighborhoods west of
highway 101, and the northern portion of Arcata is Important to us and would be beneficial for our business and
customers.

six Rivers Brewery appreciates that this project includes collaborators who have extensive experience conducting robust
and Innovative community engagement. This project will provide benefits for McKinleyville businesses, as well as the
individual health of all community members, by increasing recreational opportunities and reducing vehicle emissions in
southern McKinleyvilte.

Six Rivers Brewery fully supports the McKinleyville Multimodal Connections Project, which will increase opportunities for
all residents and visitors to more safely travel, recreate, and shop in McKinleyville, We look forward to participating in
public outreach opportunities to make McKinleyville a more safe, thriving and connected community, -

-

Sincerely,( /

aler, co-owner
Six Rivers Brewery







