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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL

Hearing Date Subject Contact
June 18, 2020 Special Permits Christopher Alberts

Project Description: A Special Permit (SP) for 10,000 square feet of existing cannabis cultivation
consisting of 5,500 square feet of outdoor and 4,500 square feet of mixed light cultivation areas.
Cultivation activities extend from May to November. The applicant is anticipating three cultivation
cycles per year that will occur in three (3) 3,000-square-foot greenhouses. Propagation will occur
in a 1,000-square-foot greenhouse, that will be temporarily used for two weeks in the summer
season. Irrigation for the project will be sourced from a proposed onsite well. The applicant
anficipates 288,889 gallons of water will be required annually. Water for irrigation will be stored in
four (4) 2,500-gallon water tanks. Processing including drying and curing will occur in an 800-
square-foot structure. Further processing will occur offsite at a third-party licensed processing
facility. The applicant states there will be a maximum of four employees working onsite during
peak of operations. Power is sourced from generators. The proposed project includes a Special
Permit for development within the Streamside Management Area for use of a point of diversion
on an unnamed tributary to the Van Duzen river for irrigation until there is a well on-site that meets
annual water needs.

Project Location: The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Bridgeville area, on the north
side of State Highway 36, approximately 2.86 miles west from the intersection of Bar W Road and
State Highway 36, then east on a private road for approximately 0.87 miles, on the property known
to be in the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 07, Township 01 North, Range 03
East.

Present Plan Land Use Designations: Timberland (T); 2017 General Plan; Density: 40-160 acres per
unit; Slope Stability: Low Instability (1).

Present Zoning: Timber Production (TPZ)
Record Number: PLN-12959-SP

Assessor Parcel Number: 207-086-004

Applicant Owner Agent

Rye Hoine Rye Hoine 421 Group, Inc

1025 Kirkland Ct. 1025 Kirkland Ct. Yoel Chetrit
McKinleyville, CA 95519 McKinleyville, CA 95519 103 Morris St, Suite A5

Sebastopol, CA 95472

Environmental Review: An Addendum to a previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration
has been prepared for consideration per §15164 of CEQA Guidelines.

State Appeal Status: Project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal Commission.

Major Issues: None.
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RYE HOINE
Record Number: PLN-12959-SP
Assessor’'s Parcel Number: 207-086-004

Recommended Zoning Administrator Action:

1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda.

2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application.

3. If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as a
part of the consent agenda:

Find that the Zoning Administrator has considered the Addendum to the Mitigated Negative
Declaration adopted for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance pursuant to
Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, make all of the required findings for approval of the
Special Permit based on evidence in the staff report and adopt the Resolution approving the Rye
Hoine project subject to the recommended conditions.

Executive Summary:

The proposed Special Permit would permit 5,500 square feet of outdoor cannabis cultivation and
4,500 square feet of mixed light cannabis cultivation. The total cultivation area altogetheris 10,000
square feet on one 40-acre parcel. Cultivation activities extend from May to November. The
applicant is anticipating three cultivation cycles per year that will occur in three (3) 3,000-square-
foot greenhouses and one (1) 1,000-square-foot greenhouse. Propagation will occur in a 1,000-
square-foot greenhouse and will be dismantled annually before October 15. Processing including
drying and curing will occur in an 800-square-foot structure. Further processing will occur offsite at
a third-party permitted processing facility. The applicant states there will be a maximum of four
employees working onsite during peak of operations. Power is sourced from generators.

The applicant anticipates 288,889 gallons of water will be required annually for three cultivation
cycles (approximately 9.62/gallons/sf/cycle). Water for irrigation will be stored in four (4) 2,500-
gallon water tanks, totaling 10,000-gallons of water storage. Irrigation for the project is provided
by a point of diversion on an unnamed fributary to the Van Duzen river. The applicant is proposing
to drill a groundwater well upon approval of this permit. Full sun outdoor cultivation areas were
reorganized into greenhouses. Staff is supportive of the organization as the number of growing
days remains the same and water conservation is improved because condifions are more
controlled. Because of the nearby NSO activity center, conditions of approval restrict the use of
fans in the greenhouses that contain the historic full sun cultivation. Conditions of approval require
the applicant to notify the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) regarding use of the point of diversion and installation of the
groundwater well. Until such time that the applicant demonstrates the well is not hydrologically
connected to surface waters, the applicant is required to install sufficient water storage to meet
the forbearance requirements as imposed by CDFW and the State Water Resources Control
Board.

The parcel is accessed from State Highway 36. A Road Evaluation Report was prepared by the
applicant stating that the entire road segment is developed to the equivalent of a road category
4 standard. Access fo the project site intersects with State Highway 36. A Road Evaluation Report
was prepared by the applicant stating that the entire road segment is developed fo the
equivalent of a Category 4 road standard. The evaluation also states the road is maintained by
the applicant and the Humboldt Redwood Company (owner of APN 206-271-067 where the
accessroad connects to Highway 36). The project was referred to the Department of Public Works
February 24, 2020. The department stated the project will have no effect on facilities maintained
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by the Department of Public Works and are recommended that the project be referred to CAL
TRANS. The project was referred to CAL TRANS on April 24, 2020. Because no response was
received, staff reached out to CAL TRANS staff directly on May 27, 2020. On May 27, 2020, CAL
TRANS staff indicated they intfend on providing comments, however, do not want to hold up the
process (see Atftachment 5). CAL TRANS staff provided comments on June 8, 2020, requiring the
applicant to obtain the necessary permits to improve the intersection of the private access road
with Highway 36 (see Aftachment 5). Conditions of approval require the applicant to obtain the
required permits from CAL TRANS to improve the intersection of the private access road and
Highway 36 and adhere to all requirements for improvements, restrictions and on-going
maintenance.

The project was referred to CAL FIRE on February 24, 2020. CAL FIRE comments recommending
that the access road shall not be used for commercial purposes during the winter season due fo
the steep pitch through the access gate (see Attachment 5). There will be a maximum of four
people on-site to assist with operations. Drying and curing will occur on-site with the final harvest
occurring in early fo mid-October. Cured product is taken off-site to a licensed facility for further
processing or manufacturing. Road use associated with the operation would be minimal from
November to April. On June 8, 2020, Planning staff reached out directly to CAL FIRE staff regarding
the access. CAL FIRE staff indicated that the limitation of commercial traffic applies to large truck
and heavy machinery, not passenger automobiles and that no restrictions on site access
associated with cannabis operations were required (see Attachment 5).

According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), the North American porcupine
is the only special status species located on APN 207-086-004. The Biological Resources Assessment
states there are no special-status animal species or plant species located on the subject parcel.
The assessment also concluded that there were no wetlands or streams identified on the parcel.
The floodplain and old-field areas are also well-drained to maintain vernal pool features and to
retain surface water during rain events. The parcel receives water primarily from direct
precipitation and from subsurface water flowing south from the ridge top. The nearest Northern
Spotted Owl (NSO) Activity Center is located 0.52 miles southwest of the cultivation site and the
nearest NSO sighting is located 0.1 miles southwest of the culfivation. The nearest mapped
Marbled murrelet habitat is located 3.73 miles west of the project site. Full sun outdoor cultivation
areas were reorganized info greenhouses. Staff is supportive of the organization as the number of
growing days remains the same and water conservation isimproved because conditions are more
controlled. Because of the nearby NSO activity center, conditions of approval restrict the use of
fans in the greenhouses that contain the historic full sun cultivation. A condition of approval
requires the applicant to develop and implement a Light Pollution Prevention Plan to prevent light
impacts to wildlife. Also, as a condition of approval, any project related noise shall be contained
to the extent feasible (e.g. containment of fans, dehumidifiers etc.) and shall be no more than 50
decibels measured from 100 feet from the noise source or edge of habitat, whichever is closer.
This will satisfy the auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFS),
California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Department Policy Statement No. 16-005 to minimize
impacts to the Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. Planning staff thinks that use of
supplemental lighting complying with dark-sky standards can adequately address any lighting
impacts on NSO.

The project is located in mapped FEMA flood hazard zone overlay. The project shall keep
permanent structures and associated equipment and materials (e.g. water storage tanks,
generators, fuel, fans, imported soils, etc.) out of the 100-year floodplain (i.e. structurally elevated
or relocated). Applicant shall submit confirmation photographs of the removed culfivation
materials with a current newspaper in each photograph by October 15th annually. Cultivation
materials shall be relocated to an elevated structure (i.e. elevated shipping container), in
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compliance with the County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance, to prevent culfivation
materials from washing downriver in the event of flooding. This action shall occur by October 15%
and remain in effect through the end of the winter precipitation period, April 16" of each year.
Non-permanent buildings and sheds being used for storage or fertilizers, nutrients, etc. shall be
elevated and/or anchored, in compliance with the County Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance
to prevent cultivation materials from washing downriver in the event of flooding. This action shall
occur by October 15t following the issuance of the final permit and remain in effect in perpetuity.

Environmental review for the proposed project was conducted, and based on the results of that
analysis, staff determined the existing cultivation and other aspects of the project were previously
analyzed in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared for the Commercial Cannabis
Land Use Ordinance (CCLUO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors on May 8,
2018. The proposed project will result in modifications to the existing operation that willreduce and
eliminate environmental impacts. Permitting the existing cultivation areas and bringing them into
compliance with County and State regulations would not present substantial changes that would
require major revisions to the previous mitigated negative declaration. An addendum to the Final
EIR has been prepared for consideration per §15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines.

Staff recommends that the Zoning Administrator describe the application as a part of the consent
agenda, survey the audience to see if any person would like to discuss the application and, if no
one requests discussion, make all the required findings based on the evidence in the record and
approve the application subject to the recommended conditions.

Alternatives: Several alternatives may be considered: 1) The Zoning Administrator could elect not
to hear this item and put the decision making in front of the Planning Commission. Any decision to
place this matter before the Planning Commission must be done before opening the public
hearing on this project; 2) The Zoning Administrator could elect to add or delete conditions of
approval; 3) The Zoning Administrator could deny approval of the requested permits if you are
unable to make all of the required findings. Planning Division staff is confident that the required
findings can be made based on the submitted evidence and subject to the recommended
conditions of approval. Consequently, planning staff does not recommend further consideration
of these alternatives.
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RESOLUTION OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
Resolution Number 20-

Record Number: PLN-12959-SP
Assessor Parcel Number: 207-086-004

Makes the required findings for certifying compliance with the California Environmental Quality
Act and conditionally approves Rye Hoine Special Permits request.

WHEREAS, Rye Hoine, submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a Special
Permit (SP) for 10,000 square feet of existing cannabis cultivation consisting of 5,500 square feet of
outdoor and 4,500 square feet of mixed light cultivation areas and development within the
Streamside Management Area for use a point of diversion on an unnamed tributary to the Van
Duzen river used for irrigation; and

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and
has referred the application and evidence to involved reviewing agencies for site inspections,
comments and recommendations; and

WHEREAS, The County Planning Division, the lead agency, prepared an Addendum to the Final
Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the Commercial Medical Land Use Ordinance
(CMMLUQO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors on January 26, 2016. The
proposed project does not present substantial changes that would require major revisions to the
previous mitigated negative declaration. No new information of substantial importance that was
not known and could not be known at the fime was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA
Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, Attachment 2in the Planning Division staff report includes evidence in support of making
all of the required findings for approving the proposed Special Permits (Record Number PLN-12959-
SP); and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on the matter before the Humboldt County Zoning
Administrator on June 18, 2020.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by the Humboldt County Zoning
Administrator that:

1. The Zoning Administrator considered the Addendum to the MND adopted for the
Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance; and

2. The Zoning Administrator makes all the required findings in Aftachment 2 of the Zoning

Administrator staff report for the Special Permits (Record Number PLN-12959-SP) based on the
submitted substantial evidence; and

3. The Special Permits (Record Number PLN-12959-SP) are approved as recommended and
condifioned in Attachment 1 for Record Number PLN-12959-SP.

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on June 18, 2020.
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[, John Ford, Zoning Administrator of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the foregoing to
be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said Zoning
Administrator at a meeting held on the date noted above.

John Ford
Zoning Administrator
Planning and Building Department
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ATTACHMENT 1

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

APPROVAL OF THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND
REQUIREMENTS WHICH MUST BE SATISFIED BEFORE THE PROVISIONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION
PERMIT CAN BE FINALIZED.

1.

Within 60 days of project approval, the applicant shall execute a Compliance Agreement
with the Humboldt County Planning Department detailing all necessary permits and
infrastructure improvements described under Conditions of Approval #4 -11. The agreement
shall provide a timeline for completing all outstanding items. All activities detailed under the
agreement must be completed to the satisfaction of the Planning and Building Department
before the permit may be finalized and no longer considered provisional.

This permit does not authorize fans in the greenhouses that contain outdoor cultivation for the
life of this permit.

Within 60 days of the effective date of this permit, the applicant shall notify the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife for the point of diversion, installation of the well and any other
projects within their jurisdiction (e.g. culvert replacement or repair). The applicant shall submit
a copy of the Final Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by CDFW. Reporting requirements
shall be submitted to the Planning Department and the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501, no later than December 31 of each year.

The applicant shall obtain and adhere to the required permits from CAL TRANS fo improve the
intersection of Highway 36 and the private access road as described by the email dated June
8, 2020, from Jesse Robertson, Transportation Planning, CAL TRANS District 1 (email included in
Attachment 5). The following impacts are required to be further evaluated as a part of the
application package to CAL TRANS:

a. This area has known populations within State R/W of Sonoma tree vole (Arborius
pomo) and has a CDFW designation of a species of special concern that requires
impact analysis under CEQA if frees will be removed or frimmed within the Right-
of-Way (R/W).

b. This area within State R/W includes known populations of Howell's montia (Monfia
howelli) which also requires botanical surveys under CEQA as it is designated as a
CNPS 2B.2 plant.

c. This area has a high probability of Fishers (Pekania pennanti) to be utilizing forested
areas within or directly adjacent to Caltrans R/W. This species is designated as a
candidate for listing as Federally Threatened and will require an effects analysis
and field surveys if any trees will be removed within State R/W.

d. Any vegetation removal that may occur as a result of road (driveway) work within
State R/W will require Migratory bird surveys within 1 week of vegetation removal
to occur between March 15 and September 15.

e. Given the locatfion and proximity to the Van Duzen River which is designated
essential fish habitat for steelhead salmon, Caltrans standard Best Management
Practices (BMP’s) for managing erosion and discharge should be upheld for all
work within the State R/W.

No addifional impacts or free removal is authorized by this permit. If the further evaluations
determine there are additional impacts or tree removal is required A letter or similar
communication from CAL TRANS stating this work is completed will satisfy this condition.
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The applicant shall secure permits for all structures, including, but not limited to greenhouses
and agriculture accessory structures used for drying and curing, and grading related fo the
cannabis cultivation (e.g. development of the flat area where cultivation is occurring) and
other commercial cannabis activity. Compliance with the Flood Damage Prevention
Ordinance isrequired. A letter or similar communication from the Building Division verifying that
all structures related to cannabis cultivation are permitted will safisfy this condition. No
impervious floor shall be allowed for greenhouses.

The applicant shall submit a Less Than Three Acre Mitigation Plan for fimber removal that
occurred in the southeastern portion of the subject parcel. The plan shall be prepared by a
Registered Professional Forester and shall include any recommendations to ensure the timber
removal occurred in compliance with the Forest Practices Act. The plan shall also include a
plan for restocking any timber removal that occurred after January 1, 2016, at a rate of 3:1
(approximately 0.81 acres or as determined by RPF). The plan shall include a monitoring plan
for a minimum of three years that requires an 85% success rate for any timber restocking. The
plan shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Department prior to commencing any
restoration. Monitoring data is required to be submitted annually thereafter at the time of the
annual inspection.

The applicant shall submit a Well Completion Log to the Planning Department upon
completion for the proposed well for review by the Planning Department. The applicant shall
forebear from using the well from April 1 to October 31 annually until the well can be
determined that it is not hydrologically connected to any waterbodies. If the well is
determined to be hydrologically connected, then the applicant shall obtain appropriate
water rights from the State Water Resources Control Board for the use of the well and adhere
to any requirements, including but not limited to installation of sufficient water storage to meet
forbearance requirements. Confirmation from the Planning Department will saftisfy this
condition.

The applicant to submit copies of all documents filed with the State Water Resources Control
Board, including, but not limited to, the Notice of Applicability and a Site Management Plan.
The applicant is required to adhere to and implement the requirements contained in the
SWRCB's Cannabis Cultivation Policy, the General Order and the Nofice of Applicability. A
copy of the reporting form portion of the Mitigation and Reporting Program (MRP) shall be
submitted annually to the Planning and Building Department concurrent with the submittal
to the SWRCB.

The applicant shall adhere to and implement all recommendations contained in the Biological
Assessment prepared by Pinecrest Environmental Consulting dated January 14, 2020. A letter
or similar communication from a qualified biologist or botanist stating the applicant adhered
to and implemented the requirements in the report as recommended will satisfy this condition.

. No processing will occur on-site until an acceptable site suitability report can establish

potential for onsite waste treatment system (OWTS) adequate to support proposed staffing
and the OWTS is installed with proper permits from the Department of Environmental Health. A
letter or similar communication from the Department of Environmental Health that the OWTS
was installed to their requirements will satisfy this condition. The applicant shall provide an
invoice, or equivalent documentation, to the Department of Environmental Health to confirm
the use of portable toilets to serve the needs of cultivation staff prior to annual renewal of the
permit until the applicant provides a written assessment from a qualified septic consultant
confirming a minimum of tier 0 status for the existing onsite waste treatment system serving the
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dwelling.

. The applicant to adhere to allrecommendations for construction contained in the A Geologic

Hazard Evaluation and Soils Engineering Report was prepared by Hurvitz Environmental dated
January 16, 2020. A letter or similar communication from a civil engineer confirming the
recommendations were followed as described in the report will satisfy this condition.

. The applicant shall adhere to the Final Streambed Alteration Agreement issued by the

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and comply with all applicable terms.

. The Applicant shall install and utilize a water meter to demonstrate that there is sufficient water

supply to meet the demands of the project without having fo rely on surface water diversion
during the forbearance period and shall be provide results prior fo or during the annual
inspection. The water use for cultivation is limited to the amount of water available in the
proposed well once consfructed.

. The applicant shall be compliant with the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program

Agency (CUPA) requirements regarding any hazardous materials. A written verification of
compliance shall be required before any provisional permits may be finalized. Ongoing proof
of compliance with this condition shall be required at each annual inspection in order to keep
the permit valid.

. The property owner shall execute and file with the Planning Division the statement titled,

“Notice and Acknowledgment regarding Agricultural Activities in Humboldt County,” (“Right
to Farm™ ordinance) as required by the HCC and available at the Planning Division.

. The applicant shall construct noise containment structures for all generators used on the

parcel. The applicant shall obtain all required building permits for such structures. The
applicant shall maintain generator, fan, and dehumidifier noise at or below 50 decibels at the
edge of the clearing or 100 feet, whichever distance is closer. This will satisfy the auditory
disturbance guidance prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFS), California Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) and Department Policy Statement No. 16-005 to minimize impacts to the Northern
Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. All generators must be located on stable surfaces with a
minimum 200-foot buffer from Class | and Class Il streams, per the requirements of CDFW. No
generator use is authorized by this permit until the applicant can demonstrate to compliance
with this standard.

. All mixed light cultivation shall comply with International Dark Sky Association standards for

Lighting Zone 0 and Lighting Zone 1, and be designed fo regulate light spillage onto
neighboring properties resulting from backlight, up light, or glare (BUG). International Dark Sky
Association standards exceed the requirements of Scenic Resources Standard SR-S4, Light and
Glare, that lighting be fully shielded, and designed and installed to minimize off-site lighting
and direct light within the property boundaries. No artificial lighting is authorized by this permit
until the structures and greenhouses can be demonstrated to comply with this standard.

. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board
of Supervisors. The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision. Any and
all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the
Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Streeft, Eureka.

. Areview fee for Conformance with Conditions as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges

as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently $750.00)
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20.

shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka. This fee is a
deposit, and if actual review costs exceed this amount, additional fees will be billed at the
County's current burdened hourly rate.

A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this
project in accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date
of permit approval, it is requested that the applicant submit a check or money order for the
required filing fee in the amount of $50 payable to the Humboldt County Clerk/Recorder. If
this payment is not received within this time period, the Department will file the NOD and will
charge this cost to the project.

Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions Which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the Project:

1.

All components of the project shall be developed, operated, and maintained in conformance
with the Project Descriptfion, the approved Site Plan, the Plan of Operations, and these
conditions of approval. Changes shall require modification of this permit except where
consistent with Humboldt County Code Section 312-11.1, Minor Deviations to Approved Plot
Plan.

Cannabis culfivation and other commercial cannabis activity shall be conducted in
compliance with all laws and regulations as set forth in the CMMLUO and MAUCRSA, as
applicable to the permit type.

If operating pursuant to a written approved compliance agreement, permittee shall abate or
cure violations at the earliest feasible date, but in no event no more than two (2) years from
the date of issuance of a provisional clearance or permit. Permittee shall provide plans for
curing such violations to the Planning & Building Department within one (1) year of issuance of
the provisional clearance or permit. If good faith effort fowards compliance can be shown
within the two years following the issuance of the provisional clearance or permit, The Planning
Department may, at the discretion of the Director, provide for extensions of the provisional
permit to allow for additional fime to meet the outstanding requirements.

Possession of a current, valid required license, or licenses, issued by any agency of the State
of California in accordance with the MAUCRSA, and regulations promulgated thereunder, as
soon as such licenses become available.

Compliance with all statutes, regulations and requirements of the California State Water
Resources Confrol Board and the Division of Water Rights, at a minimum to include a statement
of diversion of surface water from a stream, river, underground stream, or other watercourse
required by Water Code Section 5101, or other applicable permit, license, or registration, as
applicable.

Confinement of the area of cannabis cultivation, processing, manufacture or distribution o
the locations depicted on the approved site plan. The commercial cannabis activity shall be
set back at least 30 feet from any property line, and 600 feet from any School, School Bus Stop,
Church or other Place of Religious Worship, or Tribal Cultural Resources, except where a
reduction to this setback has been approved pursuant to Section 55.4.11(d).

Maintain enrollment in Tier 1, 2 or 3, certification with the North Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board (NCRWQCB) Order No. R1-2015-0023, if applicable, or any substantially
equivalent rule that may be subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other
responsible agency.
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8. Comply with the terms of any applicable Streambed Alteration (1600) Permit obtained from
the California Department of Fish & Wildlife, if applicable.

9. Consent to an annual on-site compliance inspection, with at least 24 hours prior notice, to be
conducted by appropriate County officials during regular business hours (Monday — Friday,
9:00 am - 5:00 pm, excluding holidays).

10. Refrain from the improper storage or use of any fuels, ferfilizer, pesticide, fungicide,
rodenticide, or herbicide.

11. Pay all applicable application and annual inspection fees.

12. The noise produced by any generator used on an emergency-only basis for cannabis drying,
curing, and processing shall not be audible by humans from neighboring residences. The
decibel level for generators measured at the property line shall be no more than 60 decibels.
Where applicable, sound levels must also show that they will not result in the harassment of
Marbled Murrelet or Spotted Owl species. Conformance will be evaluated using current
auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the United State Fish and Wildlife Service, and
further consultation where necessary. Under these guidelines, generator noise may not
exceed 50dB as measured at 100 feet from the generator or at the edge of the nearest
Marbled Murrelet or Spotted Owl habitat, whichever is closer.

13. Storage of Fuel - Fuel shall be stored and handled in compliance with applicable state and
local laws and regulations, including the County of Humboldt's CUPA program, and in such @
way that no spillage occurs.

14. The Master Logbooks maintained by the applicant to track production and sales shall be
maintained for inspection by the County.

15. Pay all applicable taxes as required by the Humboldt County Commercial Marijuana
Cultivation Tax Ordinance (Humboldt County Code Section 719-1 et seq.).

16. The operatfion shall participate in the Medical Cannabis Track and Trace Program
administered by the Humboldt County Agricultural Commissioner, when available.

Performance Standards for Cultivation and Processing Operations

17. Pursuant to the MAUCRSA, Health and Safety Code section 19322(a)(?), an applicant seeking
a cultivation license shall “provide a statement declaring the applicant is an ‘agricultural
employer,’ as defined in the Alatorre-Zenovich-Dunlap-Berman Agricultural Labor Relations
Act of 1975 (Part 3.5 commencing with Section 1140) of Division 2 of the Labor Code), to the
extent not prohibited by law.”

18. Cultivators shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations
governing California Agricultural Employers, which may include: federal and state wage and
hour laws, CAL/OSHA, OSHA, California Agricultural Labor Relations Act, and the Humboldt
County Code (including the Building Code).

19. Cultivators engaged in processing shall comply with the following Processing Practices:
i. Processing operations must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition
including all work surfaces and equipment.
ii. Processing operations must implement protocols which prevent processing
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contamination and mold and mildew growth on cannabis.

Employees handling cannabis in processing operatfions must have access to
facemasks and gloves in good operable condition as applicable to their job
function.

iv. Employees must wash hands sufficiently when handling cannabis or use gloves.

20. All persons hiring employees to engage in commercial cannabis cultivation and processing
shall comply with the following Employee Safety Practices:

Cultivation operations and processing operations must implement safety protocols

and provide all employees with adequate safety fraining relevant to their specific

job functions, which may include:

(a) Emergency action response planning as necessary;

(b) Employee accident reporting and investigation policies;

(c) Fire prevention;

(d) Hazard communication policies, including maintenance of material safety
data sheets (MSDS);

(e) Materials handling policies;

(f) Job hazard analyses; and

(g) Personal protective equipment policies, including respiratory protection.

Cultivation operations and processing operations must visibly post and maintain an
emergency contact list which includes at a minimum:

(a) Operation manager contacts;

(b) Emergency responder contacts;

(c) Poison control contacts.

At all times, employees shall have access to safe drinking water and toilets and
handwashing facilities that comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws
and regulations. Plumbing facilities and water source must be capable of handling
increased usage without adverse consequences to neighboring properties or the
environment.

On site-housing provided to employees shall comply with all applicable federal,
state, and local laws and regulations.

21. All cultivators shall comply with the approved Processing Plan as to the following:

l.
Il.
M.
V.
V.
VI.

VII.
VIIL.
IX.

Processing Practices.

Location where processing will occur.

Number of employeses, if any.

Employee Safety Practices.

Toilet and handwashing facilities.

Plumbing and/or septic system and whether or not the system is capable of
handling increased usage.

Drinking water for employees.

Plan fo minimize impact from increased road use resulting from processing.
On-site housing, if any.

22. Term of Commercial Cannabis Activity Conditional Use Permit. Any Commercial Cannabis

Cultivation CUP issued pursuant to the CMMLUO shall expire one (1) year after date of
issuance, and on the anniversary date of such issuance each year thereafter, unless an annual
compliance inspection has been conducted and the permittee(s) and the permitted site
have been found to comply with all conditions of approval.
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

If the inspector or other County official determines that the permittees or site do not comply
with the conditions of approval, the inspector shall serve the CUP or permit holder with a
written statement identifying the items not in compliance, and the action that the permit
holder may take to cure the non-compliance, or file an appeal within ten (10) days of the
date that the written statement is delivered to the permit holder. Personal delivery or mailing
the written statement to the mailing address listed on the application by regular mail, plus
three (3) days after date of mailing, shall constitute delivery. The permit holder may request a
reinspection to determine whether or not the permit holder has cured all issues of non-
compliance. Failure to request reinspection or to cure any items of non-compliance shall
terminate the CUP, immediately upon the expiration of any appeal period, or final
determination of the appeal if an appeal has been timely filed pursuant to section 55.4.13.

Permit Renewals to comply with Updated Laws and Regulations. Permit renewal per Ongoing
Condition of Approval #22 above is subject fo the laws and regulations effective atf the time
of renewal, which may be substantially different than the regulations currently in place and
may require the submittal of additional information to ensure that new standards are met.

Acknowledgements to Remain in Full Force and Effect. Permittee Acknowledges that the
County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for cultivation under any
clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in the event that environmental
condifions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the watershed in which the cultivation
area is located will not support diversions for irrigation.

Permittee further acknowledges and declares that:

l. All commercial cannabis activity that |, my agents, or employees conduct pursuant to
a permit from the County of Humboldt shall be solely for medical purposes and all
commercial cannabis products produced by me, my agents, or employees are
infended to be consumed solely by qualified patients entitled to the protections of the
Compassionate Use Act of 1996 (codified at Health and Safety Code section 11362.5);
and

Il. All cannabis or cannabis products under my confrol, or the control of my agents or
employees, and cultivated or manufactured pursuant to local Ordinance and the
California Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act will be distributed within the
State of California; and

M. All commercial cannabis activity conducted by me, or my agents or employees
pursuant to a permit from the County of Humboldt will be conducted in compliance
with the California Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act.

Transfers. Transfer of any leases or permits approved by this project is subject to the review and
approval of the Planning Director for conformance with CMMLUO eligibility requirements, and
agreement to permit terms and acknowledgments. The fee for required permit transfer review
shall accompany the request. The request shall include the following information:

a. ldentifying information for the new Owner(s) and management as required in an
initial permit application;

b. A written acknowledgment by the new Owner in accordance as required for the
initial Permit application;

c. The specific date on which the transfer is to occur;

d. Acknowledgement of full responsibility for complying with the existing Permit; and

e. Execution of an Affidavit of Non-diversion of Medical Cannabis.
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28. Inspections. The permit holder and subject property owner are to permit the County or

representative(s) or designee(s) to make inspections at any reasonable time deemed
necessary to assure that the activities being performed under the authority of this permit are
in accordance with the terms and conditions prescribed herein.

Informational Notes:

1.

Pursuant to Section 314-55.4.11(a) of the CMMLUQ, if upon inspection for the initial application,
violations of any building or other health, safety, or other state or county statute, ordinance,
or regulation are discovered, the Planning and Building Department may issue a provisional
clearance or permit with a written approved Compliance Agreement. By signing the
agreement, the permittee agrees to abate or cure the violation(s) at the earliest opportunity
but in no event more than two (2) years of the date of issuance of the provisional clearance
or permit. Plans for curing the violation(s) shall be submitted to the Planning and Building
Department by the Permittee within one (1) year of the issuance of the provisional certificate
or permit. The terms of the compliance agreement may be appealed pursuant to section 314-
55.4.13 of the CMMLUO.

This provisional permit approval shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of one
(1) year after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”); except where the
Compliance Agreement per Condifion of Approval #1 has been executed and the corrective
actions pursuant to the agreement are being undertaken. Once building permits have been
secured and/or the use initiated pursuant to the terms of the agreement, the use is subject to
the Permit Duration and Renewal provisions sef forth in Conditions of Approval #22 of the On-
Going Requirements /Development Restrictions, above.

If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor on site shall
cease all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A
qualified archaeologist as well as the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to
be contacted to evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and lead
agency, develop a treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be
avoided.

Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils,
groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are
found, California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be
contacted immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native
American, the Native American Heritage Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner
to determine appropriate treatment of the remains pursuant to Public Resources
Code Section 5097.98. Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with Public Resources
Code Section 5097.99.

The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth
in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board
of Supervisors. The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision. Any and
all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the
Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.

The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project
conformance with conditions prior to release of building permit or initiation of use and at time
of annualinspection. In order to demonstrate that all conditions have been satisfied, applicant
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is required fo pay the conformance review deposit as set forth in the schedule of fees and
charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently
$750) within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the permit or upon filing of the Compliance
Agreement (where applicable), whichever occurs first. Payment shall be made to the
Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.

6. A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this
projectin accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date
of permit approval, it is requested that the applicant submit a check or money order for the
required filing fee in the amount of $50 payable to the Humboldt County Clerk/Recorder. If
this payment is not received within this time period, the Department will file the NOD and will
charge this cost to the project.

7. The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project
conformance with conditfions prior to release of building permit or initiation of use and af time
of annualinspection. In order to demonstrate that all conditions have been satisfied, applicant
is required to pay the conformance review deposit as set forth in the schedule of fees and
charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently
$750) within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the permit or upon filing of the Compliance
Agreement (where applicable), whichever occurs first. Payment shall be made to the
Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.

8. The operator shall provide information to all employees about the potential health impacts of
cannabis use on children. Information shall be provided by posting the brochures from the
Department of Health and Human Services titled Cannabis Palm Card and Cannabis Rack
Card. This information shall also be provided to all employees as part of the employee
orientation.
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ATTACHMENT 2

REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL

Required Findings: To approve this project, the Hearing Officer must determine that the applicant
has submitted evidence in support of making all of the following required findings.

The County Zoning Ordinance, Sections 312-1.1.2 and 312-17.1 of the Humboldt County Code
(Required Findings for All Discretionary Permits) specify the findings that are required to grant a
Special Permit:

1.

The proposed development is in conformance with the County General Plan, the Open Space
Plan 2017, and the Open Space Action Program;

The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the existing zone in which the
site is located;

The proposed development conforms with all applicable standards and requirements of these
regulations;

The proposed development and conditions under which it may be operated or maintained
will not be detfrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare; or materially injurious to property
or improvements in the vicinity;

The proposed development does notf reduce the residential density for any parcel below that
utilized by the Department of Housing and Community Development in determining
compliance with housing element law (the midpoint of the density range specified in the plan
designation) unless the following written findings are made supported by substantial evidence:
1) the reduction is consistent with the adopted general plan including the housing element;
and 2) the remaining sites identified in the housing element are adequate to accommodate
the County share of the regional housing need; and 3) the property contains insurmountable
physical or environmental limitations and clustering of residential units on the developable
portfions of the site has been maximized; and

In addition, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) states that one of the following
findings must be made prior to approval of any development which is subject to the
regulations of CEQA. The project either:

a. Is categorically or statutorily exempt; or

b. Has no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the
environment and a negative declaration has been prepared; or

c. Has had an environmental impact report (EIR) prepared and all significant environmental
effects have been eliminated or substantially lessened, or the required findings in Section
15091 of the CEQA Guidelines have been made.
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1. The proposed development must be consistent with the General Plan. The following table
identifies the substantial evidence which supports finding that the proposed development is in
conformance with all applicable policies and standards of the Humboldt County General Plan
2017, the Open Space Plan 2017, and the Open Space Action Program.

Plan Section

Summary of Applicable Goal,
Policy or Standard

Evidence Which Supports Making the
General Plan Conformance Finding

Land Use
Chapter 4

Land Use
Designations

Section 4.8

Timberland (T): This designation is
ufilized to classify land that is
primarily suitable for the growing,
harvesting and production of
timber. Prairie and grazing lands
may be intermixed. Density
range is 40 -160 acres/unit.

Allowable uses include: General
agriculture, Agriculture & Timber
products processing, and single-
family residence.

Density range is 40-160
acres/unit.

The projectincludes existing 5,500 square
feet of outdoor cannabis cultivation and
4,500 square feet of mixed light cannabis
culfivation. The tfotal cultivation area is
10,000 square feet on one 40-acre
parcel. General agriculiure  and
agricultural processing are allowed use
types on this parcel.
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Circulation
Chapter7

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to a
balanced, safe, efficient,
accessible, and convenient
circulation system that is
appropriate for each type of
unincorporated community (C-
G1,CT-G2); coordinated
planning design, development,
operations, and maintenance
between the County and other
fransportation system service
providers (C-G3); and access for
all transportation mode types
with improved opportunities to
move goods within, info and out
of Humboldt County. (C-G4, C-
G3)

Related policies: C-P3.
Consideration of Transportation
Impacts in Land Use Decision
Making.

Access to the project site intersects with
State Highway 36. A Road Evaluation
Report was prepared by the applicant
stating that the entire road segment is
developed to the equivalent of a
Category 4 road standard. The
evaluation also states the road s
maintained by the applicant and the
Humboldt Redwood Company (owner
of APN 206-271-067 where the access
road connects to Highway 36). The
project was referred to the Department
of Public Works February 24, 2020. The
department stated the project will have
no effect on facilities maintained by the
Department of Public Works and are
recommended that the project be
referred to CAL TRANS. The project was
referred to CAL TRANS on April 24, 2020.
Because no response was received, staff
reached out to CAL TRANS staff directly
on May 27, 2020. On May 27, 2020, CAL
TRANS staff indicated they intend on
providing comments, however, do nof
want fo hold up the process (see
Attachment 5). CAL TRANS staff
provided comments on June 8, 2020,
requiring the applicant to obtain the
necessary permits to improve the
intersection of the private access road
with Highway 36 (see Attachment 5).
Conditions of approval require the
applicant to obtain the required permits
from CAL TRANS to improve the
intersection of the private access road
and Highway 36 and adhere to all
requirements for additional surveys,
improvements, restrictions and on-going
maintenance.
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The project was referred to CAL FIRE on
February 24, 2020. CAL FIRE comments
recommending that the access road
shall not be used for commercial
purposes during the winter season due to
the steep pitch through the access gate
(see Attachment 5). There will be a
maximum of four people on-site to assist
with operations. Drying and curing will
occur on-site with the final harvest
occuring in early fo mid-October. Cured
product is taken off-site to a licensed
facility for further processing or
manufacturing. Road use associated
with the operation would be minimal
from November to April. On June 8, 2020,
Planning staff reached out directly to
CAL FIRE staff regarding the access. CAL
FIRE staff indicated that the limitation of
commercial fraffic applies to large fruck
and heavy machinery, not passenger
automobiles and that no restrictions on
site access associated with cannabis
operations were required (see
Attachment 5).

Housing
Chapter 8

Goals and policies contained in
this Element seek fto identify
existing and projected housing
needs and establish goals,
policies, standards and measures
for the preservation,
improvement, and development
of housing.

Related policies: H-P3,
Development of Parcels in the
Residential Land Inventory.

The project does not involve residential
development. However, the project will
not preclude any future residential
development. The project wil not
reduce the residential density for any
parcel below that utiized by the
Department of Housing and Community
Development in determining
compliance with housing element law.

Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Open  Space
Section 10.2

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to an Open
Space and Conservation
Program that is complimentary to
other agencies’ plans and that
preserves the county’s unique
open spaces. (CO-G1, CO-G3)

Related policies: CO-P1,
Conservation and Open Space
Program; CO-P12, Development
Review, CO-S1. Identification of
Local Open Space Plan, and
CO-S2. Identification of the Open
Space Action Program.

The proposed project is located within
an Open Space Action Program
because the project site has a mapped
FEMA flood hazard zone overlay (see
discussion below regarding flooding).
The proposed cannabis cultfivation, an
agricultural  product, is  within  land
planned and zoned for agricultural
purposes, consistent with the use of
Open Space land for managed
production of resources. Therefore, the
project is consistent  with  and
complimentary to the Open Space Plan
and its Open Space Action Program.
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Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Biological
Resources

Section 10.3

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to mapped
sensitive habitat areas where
policies are applied to protect
fish and wildlife and facilitate the
recovery of endangered species.
(BR-G1, Threatened and
Endangered Species, BR-G2,
Sensitive and Critical Habitat, BR-
G3, Benefits of Biological

Resources)
Related policies: BR-P1.
Compatible Land Uses, BR-PS5.

Streamside Management Areas.

According to the Biological Resources
Assessment  (see  Aftachment  4)
prepared by Pinecrest Environmental
Consulting Inc., dated January 14, 2020,
(see Aftachment 4), the project site
consists of 32 acres of mixed Redwood
and Douglas fir forest on the northern
slopes and a floodplain forest on the
southern flat portion of the parcel. The
maximum elevation is 216 feet above
sea level on the northern parcel
boundary, and the minimum elevation is
393 feet above sea level along the
southern parcel boundary where it
intersects the floodplain of the Van
Duzen River. The tfopography of the
parcel is steeply sloped in the north with
grades between 20-50% and the
cultivation area is located on slopes less
than 5%. According to the California
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), the
North American porcupine is the only
special status species located on APN
207-086-004. The Biological Resources
Assessment states there no special-status
animal species or plant species located
on the subject parcel. The assessment
also concluded that there were no
weftlands or streams identified on the
parcel. The floodplain and old-field
areas are also well-drained to maintain
vernal pool features and to retfain
surface water during rain events. The
parcel receives water primarily from
direct precipitation and from subsurface
water flowing south from the ridge top.
The project is located in mapped FEMA
flood hazard zone overlay. The project
shall keep permanent structures and
associated equipment and materials
(e.g. water storage tanks, generators,
fuel, fans, imported soils, etc.) out of the
100-year floodplain (i.e. structurally
elevated or relocated). Applicant shall
submit confirmation photographs of the
removed culfivation materials with @
current newspaper in each photograph
by October 15th annually. Cultivation
materials shall be relocated fo an
elevated structure (i.e. elevated
shipping container), in compliance with
the County Flood Damage Prevention
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Ordinance, to prevent cullivation
materials from washing downriver in the
event of flooding. This action shall occur
by October 15th and remain in effect
through the end of the winter
precipitation period, April 15th of each
year. Non-permanent buildings and
sheds being used for storage or fertilizers,
nutrients, etc. shall be elevated and/or
anchored, in compliance with the
County Flood Damage Prevention
Ordinance to prevent cultivation
materials from washing downriver in the
event of flooding. This action shall occur
by October 15th following the issuance
of the final permit and remain in effect in
perpetuity.

In their comments dated June 8, 2020,
CAL TRANS is requiring the applicant to
complete  additional  surveys  for
biological resources on APN 206-271-067
prior to any improvements to the
intersection of Highway 36 and the
private access road. This permit does not
authorize any additional impacts or tree
removal for the improvements to the
encroachment. As stated in the
conditions of approval, if the survey
results show additional impacts and/or
require tree removal, the applicant will
be required to modify this permit.
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The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSQO)
Activity Center is located 0.52 miles
southwest of the cultivation site and the
nearest NSO sighting is located 0.1 miles
southwest of the cultivation. The nearest
mapped Marbled murrelet habitat is
located 3.73 miles west of the project
site. Full sun outdoor cultivation areas
were reorganized info greenhouses. Staff
is supportive of the organization as the
number of growing days remains the
same and water conservation s
improved because condifions are more
controlled. Because of the nearby NSO
activity center, conditions of approval
restrict the use of fans in the greenhouses
that contain the historic full sun
cultivation. The subject parcel is located
in an area that requires special noise
aftenuation measures due to proximity
to known noise sources. According to
the Biological Resources Assessment (see
Attachment 4) prepared by Pinecrest
Environmental Consulting Inc., datfed
January 14, 2020, there were no special-
status animal species observed on the
subject parcel. The report predicts there
will be no impacts to for any special-
status species identified in the report,
including the NSO. The report
recommends no trees to be removed
and no wires sfrung across open air
higher than 5 feet due to the NSO and
Marbled murrelet vicinity. Power for the
project is supplied by generators. All
generafors are kept in secondary
containment. In accordance with the
standards set forth in Section 55.4.11(0)
of the CMMLUO and Departmental
Policy Statement (DPS) 16-005, the
subject parcel is considered to contain
habitat or potential habitat for Northern
Spotted Owl because it is within one-mile
of a mapped Northern Spotted Owl
activity center. Ongoing conditions of
approval require the maximum
allowable generator noise exposure
level is 50 dB when measured from the
generator at a distance of 100 feet or at
the edge of habitat, whichever is closer.
Conditions of approval require the
applicant to provide evidence that
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generator and fan noise exposure levels
are 50 dB when measured at 100 feet or
edge of habitat.

The applicant estimates a maximum of
288,889 gallons of water is required for
three cultivation cycles. The water
source for irrigation is a proposed onsite
well. The applicant has submitted a
confract and receipt from Fisch Dirilling
that states the location of the well has
been selected and is now waiting for
county approval. There is 10,000 gallons
of water storage on the subject parcel.
The proposed well will be located at an
elevation of approximately 480 feet and
is approximately 446 feet northeast from
the Van Duzen River. The project is
conditioned for the applicant to submit
a Well Completion Log to the Planning
Department after the well is drilled. The
project is also conditioned to forebear
from using the well from April 1 to
October 31 annually unfil the well can be
determined that it is not hydrologically
connected to any waterbodies. If the
well is determined to be hydrologically
connected, then the applicant shall
obtain the appropriate water rights for
the use of the well. See the Streamside
Management Area and Performance
Standards  for Water section for
additional information. As conditioned,
this project therefore complies with this
section.
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Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Cultural
Resources

Section 10.6

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to the
protection and enhancement of
significant cultural resources,
providing heritage, historic,
scientific, educational, social and
economic values to benefit
present and future generations.
(CU-GI, Protection and
Enhancement of Significant
Cultural Resources)

Related policies: CU-P1.
Identification and Protection,
CU-P2. Native American Tribal
Consultation.

This application was provided fo the
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO)
of the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville
Rancheria, and the Sinkyone Tribe. The
Bear River Band of the Rohnerville
Rancheria responded. The Bear River
Band recommended a condition of
project approval be incorporated
regarding inadvertent discovery
profocol. An informational note
appended to the conditions of approval
for this project sfipulates that if any
cultural resources are encountered
during construction  activities, the
contractor shallimmediately cease work
and contact a qualified archaeologist
and the appropriate Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer(s) to evaluate the
discovery and determine a treatment
plan.

Conservation
and Open
Space

Chapter 10

Scenic
Resources

Section 10.6

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to the
protection of scenic areas that
contribute to the enjoyment of
Humboldt County’s beauty and
abundant natural resources (SR-
G1); and a system of scenic
highways roadways that
increase the enjoyment of, and
opportunities for, recreational
and cultural pursuits and tourism
in the County. (SR-G2)

Related policies: SR-S4. Light and
Glare.

The subject project involves 4,500 square
feet of mixed light cultivation. The
CMMLUO and conditions of approval
require all mixed light cultivation shall
comply with International Dark Sky
Association standards for Lighting Zone 0
and Lighting Zone 1 and be designed to
regulate light spillage onto neighboring
properties resulting from backlight, up
light, or glare (BUG). International Dark
Sky Associatfion standards exceed the
requirements of Scenic Resources
Standard SR-$4, Light and Glare, that
lighting be fully shielded, and designed
and installed to minimize off-site lighting
and direct light within the property
boundaries. No mixed light is authorized
by this permit until the structures and
greenhouses can be demonstrated to
comply with these standards. As
conditioned, the project therefore
conforms with this section.
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Water Goals and policies contained in The applicant was required to enroll in
Resources this Chapter relate to the State Cannabis Discharge program
Chapter 11 coordinated watershed by July 2019. Conditions of approval
planning and land use decision require the applicant to submit evidence
making fo advance of enrollment info the State Cannabis
Stormwater management priorities (WR-G3, Cultivation Discharge program by
Drainage WR-G4, WR-G5); watershed submitting copies of all documents filed
conservation and restoration with the State Water Resources Control
efforts aimed at de-listing water Board, including, but not limited to, a
bodies and watersheds which Notice of Applicability and a Site
are restored to meet all Management Plan. The applicant is
beneficial uses, including water required to adhere to and implement
use, salmon and steelhead the requirements contained in the
recovery plans, recreational SWRCB's Cannabis Cultivation Policy,
activities, and the economy. the General Order and the Noftice of
(WR-G1, WR-G2, WR-G7, WR-G8, | Applicability. A copy of the reporting
WR-G?) form portion of the Mitigation and
Related policies: WR-P10. Erosion | Reporting - Program — (MRP)  shall - be
and Sediment Discharge; WR-42 submitted annually to the Planning and
Erosion and Sediment Control Building Department concurrent with the
Measures. submittal to the SWRCB. The project is
consistent  with the Water Resource
policies of the General Plan. As
condifioned, the project therefore

conforms with this section.
Water Goals and policies contained in The parcel is currently served by a
Resources this Chapter relate to adequate | wastewater freatment system located in
Chapter 11 public water supply as well as the cabin. Referral comments from the
onsite wastewater systems and Department of Environmental Health
natural and developed storm require the applicant to demonstrate
Onsite drainage systems that minimize that a properly functfioning onsite
Wastewater interference with surface and wastewater freatment system serves the
Systems groundwater flows and storm operation. This can be accomplished by

water pollution. (WR-G6, WR-G9,
WR G10)

Related policies: WR-IM7. Basin
Plan Septic Requirements; and IS-
P20. On-Site Sewage Disposal
Requirements.

either installing a new, permitted septic
system; or by providing DEH with an
assessment  of the existing system
performed by a qualified professional
engineer, geologist, soil scientist, or REHS
that certifies that the existing system
complies with the State RWQCB
definition of a Tier 0 system. The
applicant is required to maintain
invoice(s) or equivalent documentation
to provide proof of confinual use of the
temporary facilities. Both requirements
are included in the conditions of
approval for the project. As conditioned,
the project therefore conforms with this
section.
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Noise
Chapter 13

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter discourage
incompatible uses within
communities and reduce
excessive noise through the
application of standards. (N-G1,
N-G2)

Related policies: N-P1, Minimize
Noise from Stationary and Mobile
Sources; N-P4, Protection from
Excessive Noise.

The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSQO)
Activity Center is located 0.52 miles
southwest of the cultivation site and the
nearest NSO sighting is located 0.1 miles
southwest of the cultivation. The nearest
mapped Marbled murrelet habitat is
located 3.73 miles west of the project
site. According to the Biological
Resources Assessment (see Attachment
4) prepared by Pinecrest Environmental
Consulting Inc., dated January 14, 2020,
there were no special-status animal
species observed on the subject parcel.
The report predicts there will be no
impacts to for any special-status species
identified in the report, including the
NSO. The report recommends no trees to
be removed and no wires strung across
open air higher than 5 feet due to the
NSO and Marbled murrelet vicinity.
Power for the project is supplied by
generators. All generators are kept in
secondary conftainment. The subject
parcel is located in an area that requires
special noise aftenuation measures due
to proximity to known noise sources. In
accordance with the standards set forth
in Section 55.4.11(o) of the CMMLUO and
Departmental Policy Statement (DPS) 16-
005, the subject parcel is considered to
contain habitat or potential habitat for
Northern Spotted Owl because it is within
one-mile of a mapped Northern Spotted
Owl activity center. Ongoing conditions
of approval require the maximum
allowable generator noise exposure
level is 50 dB when measured from the
generator at a distance of 100 feet or at
the edge of habitat, whichever is closer.
Conditions of approval require the
applicant to provide evidence that
generator and fan noise exposure levels
are 50 dB when measured at 100 feet or
edge of habitat. As conditioned, the
project therefore conforms with this
section.
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Safety Element
Chapter 14

Geologic &
Seismic

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to
communities that are designed
and built to minimize the
potential for loss of life and
property resulting from natural
and manmade hazards; and to
prevent unnecessary exposure
to areas of geologic instability,
floodplains, tsunami run-up
areas, high risk wildland fire
areas, and airport areas
planned and condifioned to
prevent unnecessary exposure
of people and property to risks
of damage orinjury. (S-G1, S-
G2)

Related policies: S-P11. Site

Suitability, S-P7. Structural
Hazards.

The project site is not located in a
mapped Alquist-Priolo fault zone nor is
subject to liquefaction. The entire subject
site consists of land classified as low
seismic instability and according to the
Geologic Hazard Report prepared by
Hurvitz Environmental, the cultivation site
is situated on slopes less than 5% (see
Attachment 4). In addition, because the
cannabis operation is an agricultural
activity located outdoors with only minor
accessory structures to support the
cultivation, the use is not expected to
affect or to be affected by geologic
instability. Conditions of approval
require the applicant to obtain a
grading permit for all grading related to
the cannabis cultivation operation,
including but not limited fo, the two
cultivation sites located in the western
and southeastern portions of the parcel,
respectively. The project does not pose a
threat to public safety related to
exposure to natural or manmade
hazards. As conditioned, the project
therefore conforms with this section.
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Safety Element
Chapter 14

Flooding

Goals and policies contained in
this Chapter relate to the use of
natfural drainage channels and
watersheds that are managed to
minimize peak flows in order to
reduce the severity and
frequency of flooding. (S-G3)

Related policies include: S-P12,
Federal Flood Insurance
Program; S-P13, Flood Plains; S-
P15, Construction Within Special
Flood Hazard Areas.

The project is located in a  mapped
FEMA flood hazard zone overlay. The
project shall keep permanent structures
and associated equipment and
materials (e.g. water storage tanks,
generators, fuel, fans, imported soils,
etc.) out of the 100-year floodplain (i.e.
structurally elevated or relocated).
Applicant shall submit confirmation
photographs of the removed cultivation
materials with a current newspaper in
each photograph by October 15th
annually. Cultivation materials shall be
relocated to an elevated structure (i.e.
elevated  shipping container), in
compliance with the County Flood
Damage Prevention Ordinance, to

prevent cultivation materials from
washing downriver in the event of
flooding. This action shall occur by
October 15th and remain in effect
through the end of the winter

precipitation period, April 15th of each
year. Non-permanent buildings and
sheds being used for storage or ferfilizers,
nutrients, etc. shall be elevated and/or

anchored, in compliance with the
County Flood Damage Prevention
Ordinance to prevent cultivation

materials from washing downriver in the
event of flooding. This action shall occur
by October 15th following the issuance
of the final permit and remain in effect in
perpetuity.

The project site is not within a mapped
dam or levee inundation area and, at
approximately 26 miles distance from the
coast, is outside the areas subject to
tsunami run-up. As conditioned, the
project therefore conforms with this
section.
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Safety Element
Chapter 14

Fire Hazards

Goals and policies of this
Chapter encourage
development designed to
reduce the risk of structural and
wildland fires supported by fire
protection services that minimize
the potential.

Related policies: S-P19,
Conformance with State
Responsibility Areas (SRA) Fire
Safe Regulations.

The subject parcel is located within an
area with a very high fire severity. The
subject property is located within the
Bridgeville Fire Protection District and the
State Responsibility Area where the State
of California has the primary financial
responsibility for the prevention and
suppression of wildland fires. CAL FIRE
comments recommended to not use the
access road for commercial use during
the winter season due to a steep pitch
through the access gate.

The proposed project includes a
proposed well that will be used for
irigation and also can be used for fire
protection. There is 10,000 gallons of
water storage on-site that can also be
used for emergency purposes. The
applicant states there willbe a maximum
of four employees working onsite.
Conditions of approval for the project
require the applicant to demonstrate the
driveway and emergency vehicle turn
around conform with the Humboldt
County Code Section 3112-12, the Fire
Safe Regulations. All applicable referral
agencies were referred and did not
identify any issues relating to fire hazards.
As conditioned, the project therefore
conforms with this section.

Community
Infrastructure
and Services
Element,
Chapter 5

Implementation

IS-S5 requires new industrial,
commercial and residential
development located outside of
fire district boundaries to obtain
written acknowledgment of
available emergency response
and fire suppression services from
the local fire agency, including
any recommended mitigation.

The subject parcel is located within the
Bridgeville  Fire  Protection  District
boundaries.

Action Plan
Air Quality Goals and policies contained in As a condition of approval, applications
Chapter 15 this Chapter relate to improved for grading and or building permits shall

air quality fo meet current and
future state and federal
standards, including attainment
of particulate matter
requirements (AQ-G1, AQ-G2,
AQ-G3) and the successful
reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions to levels consistent with

be referred to the North Coast Air Quality
Management District (NCAQMD) for
review and consultation. Dust control
practices during construction and
grading shall achieve compliance with
NCAQMD  fugitive  dust  emission
standards. As conditioned, the project
therefore conforms with this section.
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state and federal requirements.
(AQ-G3)

Related policies: AQ-P4,
Construction and Grading Dust
Control, AQ-S1. Constfruction and
Grading Dust Control, AQ-P7.
Intferagency Coordination.

2. Zoning Compliance and 3. Conforms with applicable standards and requirements of these
regulations: The following table identfifies the evidence which supports finding that the proposed
development is in conformance with all applicable policies and standards in the Humboldt
County Zoning Regulations.

Zoning Section

Summary of Applicable
Requirement

Evidence That Supports the Zoning
Finding

§312-1.1.2

Legal Lot
Requirement

Development permits shall be
issued only for a lot that was
created in compliance with all
applicable state and local
subdivision regulations.

The parcel of land known as APN 207-
086-004 is one legal parcel that was
created by Patent recorded April 25,
1917. There is no evidence indicating
there have been any subsequent acts

fo merge or divide this parcel.
Therefore, the subject parcel was
lawfully  created in its  current

configuration and can be developed
as proposed.

§314-7.3

Timberland
Production Zone

Timberland Production Zone
(TP2): Intended to provide
standards and restrictions for the
preservation of timberlands for
growing and harvesting timber.

The applicant is seeking a Special
Permit for an existing 5,500 square feet
of existing outdoor cultivation and 4,500
square feet of existing mixed light
cultivation. The fotal culfivation area
alfogether is 10,000 square feet of
cannabis cultivation on a property
zoned TPZ. The proposed use s
specifically allowed with Special Permit
in this zoning district under Section 314-
55.4.8.2.2 of the CMMLUO.

Depth:

Minimum Lot Forty acres (40) 40 acres
Size:

Maximum None specified <20%
Ground

Coverage:

Minimum Lot None specified 1,194 feet
Width:

Maximum Lot None specified 1,187 feet
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Minimum Yard TPZ: Front: >30 feet
Setbacks: Front: 20 feet Rear:; >30 feet
(T?[Dougkh the SRA | Rear: 30 feet Side: >30 feet
setbacks) Side: 30 feet

SRA: 30 feet, all sides

TPZ: 160 acres; or 40 acres if the

provisions of Government Code

Section 51119.5 are met.
Max. Building None Specified <35 feet
Height:
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§314-61.1
Streamside
Management
Area (SMA)

Purpose: To provide minimum
standards pertaining to the use
and development of land
located within Streamside
Management Areas (SMAs) and
other wet areas (OWA) to
implement the County’'s Open
Space Element of the General
Plan.

The parcel is situated above the Van
Duzen River. The project site is located
approximately 157 feet north of the
Stream Side Management Area. All
cultivation is located outside of the
Streamside Management Area (SMA)
boundaries. Currently, the water source
for irrigation is a point of diversion in an
unnamed ftributary to the Van Duzen
River, however, the applicant is
proposing to drill an onsite well. The
applicant has submitted a confract
and receipt from Fisch Drilling that states
the location of the well has been
selected and is now waiting for county
approval (see letter from Fisch Drilling in
Attachment 4). There is 10,000 gallons of
water storage on the subject parcel.
The proposed well will be located at an
elevation of approximately 480 feet
and is approximately 446 feet northeast
from the Van Duzen River. The project is
conditioned for the applicant to submit
a Well Completion Log to the Planning
Department after the well is drilled. The
project is also conditioned to forebear
from using the well from April 1 to
October 31 annually until the well can
be determined that it is not
hydrologically connected to any
waterbodies. If the well is determined to
be hydrologically connected, then the
applicant shall obtain the appropriate
water rights for the use of the well.
Conditions of approval also require the
applicant notify the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
or use of the point of diversion and
installation of the well. The applicant is
required to adhere to and implement
all conditions of the Final Streambed
Alteration. Adhering to the
requirements and restrictions  from
CDFEW and SWRCB, and ultimately
obtaining a water source that s
hydrologically  disconnected  from
surface waters will help ensure that
water diverted from the unnamed
fributary will minimize impacts to the
SMA. As conditioned, the project
complies with this section.

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959 June 18, 2020

Page 39



§314-109.1

Off-Street
Parking

Off Street Parking for Agricultural
use*: Parking space per
employee at peak shift. A
minimum of three parking
spaces are required.

*Use for this activity is not
specified. Per Section 314-
109.1.2.9, the Director may fix the
required number of parking
spaces based on standards for
most comparable use.

4 spaces

314-55.4 et seq. HCC: Commercial Cultivation, Processing, Manufacturing and Distribution of
Cannabis for Medical Use Inland Land Use Regulation (CMMLUO)

§314-55.4.8.2

Timber
Conversion

Commercial cannabis
cultivation is allowed on parcels
zoned U, with no parcel size
limitation. In all zones where
cultivation is allowed consisting
of timberland, the commercial
culfivation of cannabis for
medical use shall only be
permitted within a 3-acre
conversion exempftion areaq, or
non-timberland open area.

The parcel is zoned TPZ. There is one
cultivation area located on the
southeast corner of the parcel. A review
of aerial imagery from the Humboldt
County WebGIS shows that timber
conversion occurred between 2009 -
2010 for development for the cultivation
area and an additional 0.81 acres
fimber clearing and grading occurred
between 2016 and 2018. Condifions of
approval require the applicant fo
submit a Less Than Three Acre Mitigation
Plan prepared by a Registered
Professional Forester  (RPF) that
describes the history of timber removal
and makes recommendations for
improvements that may be required to
ensure the timber removal was
conducted in accordance with the
Forest Practices Act. The plan shall also
include a plan for restocking any fimber
removal that occurred after January 1,
2016, at a rate of 3:1 (approximately
0.81 acres or as determined by the RPF).
The plan shall include a monitoring plan
for a minimum of three years that
requires an 85% success rate for any
fimber restocking. A project referral was
sent to CAL FIRE who provided
comments regarding arfificial lighting
(see Attachment 5). The applicantis not
proposing fo remove any additional
frees for the proposed project.
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CAL FIRE provided comments for this
project on March 2, 2020,
recommending that the access road to
this project shall not be wused for
commercial purposes during the winter
season due to a steep pitch through the
access gate. The project was referred
to CAL FIRE on February 24, 2020. CAL
FIRE comments recommending that the
access road shall not be used for
commercial purposes during the winter
season due fo the steep pitch through
the access gate (see Attachment 5).
There will be a maximum of four people
on-site to assist with operations. Drying
and curing will occur on-site with the
final harvest occuring in early to mid-
October. Cured product is taken off-site
to a licensed facility for further
processing or manufacturing. Road use
associated with the operation would be
minimal from November fo April. On
June 8, 2020, Planning staff reached out
directly to CAL FIRE staff regarding the
access. CAL FIRE staff indicated that the
limitation of commercial traffic applies
fo large fruck and heavy machinery,
not passenger automobiles and that no
restrictions on site access associated
with cannabis operations were required
(see Attachment 5).

§314-55.4.8.2.2

Existing Outdoor
and Mixed-Light
Cultivation Areas

On parcels 5 acres or larger in
size, a Zoning Clearance
Certificate, Special Permit or
Conditional Use Permit may be
issued for existing outdoor and
mixed light cultivation for some
or all of the cultivation area in
existence prior to January 1,
2016. The total cultivation area
allowed on a single parcel shall
not exceed one acre for
outdoor cultivation or 22,000
square feet for mixed-light
culfivation.

A Conditional Use Permit is
appropriate for existing outdoor
and/or mixed-light cultivation
>10,000 - 43,560 sf on parcels
over 1-acre, zoned U.

The proposed action is a Special Permit
for an existing 10,000 square foot
cannabis cultivation operation (5,500
square feet of outdoor and 4,500
square feet of mixed light) on APN 207-
086-004, which is a 40-acre parcel
zoned TPZ. Aerial imagery on
TerraServer® indicate that existing
cultivation operations on the property
prior to January 1, 2016. The cultivation
area, type, status, and zoning of the
parcel are consistent  with  the
requirements for a Special Permit. The
applicant will comply with all conditions
of the CMMLUO, as specified in the
recommended conditions of approval.
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§314-55.4.8.10

No more than four commercial
cannabis activity permits may
be issued to a single person, as

All other processing activities will occur
at an off-site licensed processing
facility.

Requirements

Permit Limit defined in the referenced
section.
§314-55.4.9.1 Processing for cultivation Drying of cannabis occurs in a 1,000-
requiring a Special Permit or Use | square-foot shed located on the
Accessory Permit will be considered inthe | subject parcel.
Processing Use Permit application.
§314-55.4.10 Identfifies the Information Attachment 4 identifies the information
Application Required for All Applications submitted  with  the  application.

Contents of the application are on file.
All outstanding items are included as
conditions of approval.

§314-55.4.11

Performance
Standards

Identifies the Performance
Standards for Cannabis
Cultivation Activities

All  the applicable performance
standards are included as Conditions of
project approval. They are required to
be met throughout the fimeframe of the
permit.

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959

June 18, 2020

Page 42



§314-55.4.11.c

Performance
Standards-Water

Compliance with all statutes,
regulations and requirements of
the California State Water
Resources Conftrol Board,
Division of Water Rights, at a
minimum to include a statement
of diversion of surface water
from a stream, river,
underground stream, or other
watercourse required by Water
Code Section 5101, or other
applicable permit, license, or
registration.

The applicant estimates a maximum of
288,889 gallons of water is required for
three cultivation cycles (9.65
gallons/sf/cycle). Currently, the water
source forirrigation is a point of diversion
in an unnamed fributary to the Van
Duzen River, however, the applicant is
proposing to drill an onsite well. The
applicant has submitted a confract
and receipt from Fisch Drilling that states
the location of the well has been
selected and is now waiting for county
approval (see letter from Fisch Driling in
Attachment 4). There is 10,000 gallons of
water storage on the subject parcel.
The proposed well will be located at an
elevation of approximately 480 feet
and is approximately 446 feet northeast
from the Van Duzen River. The project is
conditioned for the applicant to submit
a Well Completion Log to the Planning
Department after the well is drilled. The
project is also conditioned to forebear

from using the well from April 1 fo
October 31 annually until the well can
be determined that it is not

hydrologically connected to any
waterbodies. If the well is determined to
be hydrologically connected, then the
applicant shall obtain the appropriate
water rights for the use of the well
Conditions of approval also require the
applicant notify the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife f(CDFW)
or use of the point of diversion and
installation of the well. The applicant is
required to adhere to and implement
all conditions of the Final Streambed
Alteration Agreement from CDFW once
issued.

§314-55.4.11.d

Performance
Standards-
Setbacks

The area of cannabis cultivation
and on-site processing shall be
setback at least 30 feet from any
property line, and 600 feet from
any school, school bus stop,
church or other place of
religious worship, public park, or
tribal cultural resources (TCRs).

The site plan illustrates that all cannabis
cultivation areas are set back atleast 30
feet from property lines. The site plan
notes, and review of aerial imagery
verifies, that there are no schools,
school bus stops, public parks, places of
worship, or ftribal cultural resources
within 600 feet of the project site. Based
on Tribal review there are no TCRs
present on the site.
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§314-55.4.11.0

Performance
Standards-
Generator Noise

The noise produced by a
generator used for cannabis
cultivation shall not be audible
by humans from neighboring
residences. The combined
decibel level for all noise
sources, including generators, at
the property line shall be no
more than 60 decibels. Where
applicable, sound levels must
also show that they will not result
in the harassment of Marbled
Murrelet or Spotted Owl species,
when generator use is to occur
in the vicinity of potential
habitat. Conformance will be
evaluated using current auditory
disturbance guidance prepared
by the United State Fish and
Wildlife Service.

The nearest Northern Spotted Owl (NSO)
Activity Center is located 0.52 miles
southwest of the cultivation site and the
nearest NSO sighting is located 0.1 miles
southwest of the cultivation. The nearest
mapped Marbled murrelet habitat is
located 3.73 miles west of the project
sife. According to the Biological
Resources Assessment (see Aftachment
4) prepared by Pinecrest Environmental
Consulting Inc., dated January 14, 2020,
there were no special-status animal
species observed on the subject parcel.
The report predicts there will be no
impacts to for any special-status species
identified in the report, including the
NSO. The report recommends no trees
fo be removed and no wires strung
across open air higher than 5 feet due
to the NSO and Marbled murrelet
vicinity. Power for the projectis supplied
by generators. All generators are keptin
secondary containment. The subject
parcel is located in an area that
requires special noise aftenuation
measures due to proximity fo known
noise sources. In accordance with the
standards set forth in Section 55.4.11(0)
of the CMMLUO and Departmental
Policy Statement (DPS) 16-005, the
subject parcel is considered to contain
habitat or potential habitat for Northern
Spotted Owl because it is within one-
mile of a mapped Northern Spotted
Owl activity center. Ongoing conditions
of approval require the maximum
allowable generator noise exposure
level is 50 dB when measured from the
generator at a distance of 100 feet or at
the edge of habitat, whichever s closer.
Conditions of approval require the
applicant to provide evidence that
generator and fan noise exposure levels
are 50 dB when measured at 100 feet or
edge of habitat. As conditioned, the
project therefore conforms with this
section. The project is also conditioned
for the applicant to follow all
recommendations found within the
Biological Resources Assessment.
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§314-55.4.17

Sunset Date

No application for any Use

Permit pursuant to the CMMLUO
shall be processed for issuance
or approval that is received after

December 31, 2016.

The applicant filed the application on
December 29, 2016.

4. Public Health, Safety and Welfare: The following table identifies the evidence which supports
finding that the proposed development will not be defrimental to the public health, safety and
welfare or materially injurious fo properties or improvements in the vicinity.

Code Section

Summary of Applicable
Requirement

Evidence that Supports the Required Finding

§312-17.1.4

Required Findings
for all Projects

The proposed
development will not be
detrimental to the public
health, safety and
welfare, and will not be
materially injurious to
properties or
improvements in the
vicinity.

The Department finds that the proposed
project will not be detrimental to the public
health, safety and welfare since all reviewing
referral agencies have approved the
proposed project design. The project as
proposed and conditioned is consistent with
the general plan and zoning ordinances; and
the proposed project is not expected to cause
significant environmental damage.

5. Residential Density Target: The following table identifies the evidence which supports finding
that the proposed project will not reduce the residential density for any parcel below that utilized
by the Department of Housing and Community Development in determining compliance with
housing element law.

Code Section

Summary of Applicable
Requirement

Evidence that Supports the Required
Finding

17.1.5

Housing Element
Densities

The proposed development
shall not reduce the
residential density for any
parcel below that utilized by
the Department of Housing
and Community
Development in determining
compliance with housing
element law (the midpoint of
the density range specified in
the plan designation), except
where: 1) the reduction is
consistent with the adopted
general plan including the
housing element; and 2) the
remaining sites identified in
the housing element are
adequate to accommodate
the County share of the
regional housing need; and 3)
the property contains

As discussed above the property was not
included in the 2014 Housing Inventory
because of the land use designation and
zoning. The project is in conformance with
the standards in the Housing Element.

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959

June 18, 2020

Page 45



insurmountable physical or
environmental limitations and
clustering of residential units
on the developable portions
of the site has been
maximized.

6. Environmental Impact: The following table identifies the evidence which supports finding that
the proposed development will not adversely impact the environment.

As lead agency, the Department prepared an Addendum to the previously adopted Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) (State Clearinghouse # 2015102005) prepared for the Commercial
Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) and adopted by the County Board of
Supervisors January 26, 2015. The MND prepared for the CMMLUO established that the
environmental effects of existing cultivation operations would be reduced from the baseline
impacts through the regulations applied by the CMMLUO. The proposed project is consistent with
all regulations within the CMMLUO and all mitigation measures of the MND. The project is for the
approval of an existing cultivation, development within the Streamside Management Area (SMA)
for a point of diversion and on-site processing. The environmental document on file include
detailed discussions of all the relevant environmental issues.
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ATTACHEMENT 3
CEQA Addendum
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CEQA ADDENDUM TO THE
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE COMMERCIAL MEDICIAL MARIJUANA LAND USE
ORDINANCE

Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
(State Clearinghouse # 2015102005), January 2016

APN 207-086-004, on the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 07, Township 01
North, Range 03 East, Bridgeville area, County of Humboldt

Prepared By
Humboldt County Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street, Eureka, CA 95501

June 2020
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Background

Modified Project Description and Project History - The original project reviewed under the Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO)
addressed the broad environmental impacts that could be expected to occur from the adoption
and implementation of the ordinance. The MND specified that the regulations established in the
CMMLUO would mitigate the impacts of existing cannabis operations by establishing regulations for
an existing unregulated land use to help prevent and reduce environmental impacts that are known
to result from unpermitted baseline cultivation operations. The MND states that “Bringing existing
operations info compliance will help to aftenuate potential environmental effects from existing
culfivation activities, including aesthetic impacts resulting from improper operation or poor sifing.”

The modified project involves a Special Permit (SP) for an existing 5,500 square feet (SF) of existing
outdoor cultivation and 4,500 SF of existing mixed-light cultivation. Cultivation activities extend from
May to November. The applicant is anficipating three cultivation cycles per year that will occur in
three (3) 3,000-square-foot greenhouses and one (1) 1,000-square-foot greenhouse. Propagation will
occur in a 1,000-square-foot greenhouse, that will be temporarily used for two weeks in the summer
season. The propagation greenhouse will be dismantled annually before October 16. Processing
including drying and curing will occur in an 800-square-foot structure. Further processing will occur
offsite at a third-party permitted processing facility. The applicant states there will be a maximum of
four employees working onsite during peak of operations. Power is sourced from generators.

Irrigation for the project will be sourced from a proposed onsite well. The applicant anticipates
288,889-gallons of water will be required annually for three cultivation cycles. Water for irrigation will
be stored in four (4) 2,500-gallon water tanks, totaling 10,000-gallons of water storage. The project
includes a Special Permit for development within the Streamside Management Area for continued
use of a point of diversion in an unnamed fributary to the Van Duzen river that provides water for
irigation until the well is drilled. To minimize effects to the SMA, the applicant is required to provide
sufficient water storage to meet water needs during the forbearance period specified by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the State Water Resources Control Board
(SWRCB).

According to the CDFW resource map, the North American porcupine is the only special status
species with potential habitat on APN 207-086-004. The Biological Resources Assessment states there
no special-status animal species or plant species located on the subject parcel. The assessment also
concluded that there were no wetlands or streams identified on the parcel. The floodplain and old-
field areas are also well-drained to maintain vernal pool features and to retain surface water during
rain events, therefor, a wetland delineation was not performed for this project. The nearest Northern
Spofted Owl (NSO) Activity Center is located 0.52 miles southwest of the cultivation site and the
nearest NSO sighting is located 0.1 miles southwest of the cultivation. The nearest mapped Marbled
murrelet habitat is located 3.73 miles west of the project site. A condition of approval requires the
applicant to develop and implement a Light Pollution Prevention Plan to prevent light impacts to
wildlife. Also, as a condition of approval, any project related noise shall be contained to the extent
feasible (e.g. containment of fans, dehumidifiers etc.) and shall be no more than 50 decibels
measured from 100 feet from the noise source or edge of habitat, whichever is closer. This will satisfy
the auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFS), California Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) and Department Policy Statement No. 16-005 to minimize impacts to the Northern
Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. Planning staff thinks that use of supplemental lighting complying
with dark-sky standards can adequately address any lighting impacts on NSO.

The modified project is consistent with the adopted MND for the CMMLUO because it complies with
all standards of the CMMLUO which were intended to mitigate for impacts of existing cultivation.
These include compliance with noise and light standards to limit disturbance to wildlife, relocation of
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historic cultivation areas within Streamside Management Areas (SMAs), and proper storage of
fertilizers and soil amendments.

Purpose - Section 15164 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides that the lead
agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162
calling for a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration have occurred. Section 15162 states that when
an EIR has been certified for a project, no subsequent EIR shall be prepared for that project unless the
lead agency determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or
more of the following:

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which require major revisions of the previous MND
due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the
severity of previously identified significant effects; or

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken
which will require maijor revisions of the previous MND due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant
effects; or

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known
with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the fime the previous MND was certified as complete,
shows any of the following: A) the project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the
previous MND; B) significant effect previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown
in the previous MND; C) mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would
in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but
the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or D) mitigation
measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the previous MND
would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, but the project
proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative.

Summary of Significant Project Effects and Mitigation Recommended

No changes are proposed for the original MND recommended mitigations. The proposal to authorize
an existing 5,500 square feet (SF) of existing outdoor cultivation and 4,500 SF of existing mixed-light
culfivation (total cultivation area altogether is 10,000 square feet (SF) on a 40-acre parcel), on-site
drying, and minor improvements necessary to bring the operation into compliance with the CMMLUO
is fully consistent with the impacts identified and adequately mitigated in the original MND. The project
as conditioned to implement responsible agency recommendations, results in no significantly adverse
environmental effects beyond those identified in the MND.

In reviewing the application for consistency with the adopted MND, the County considered the
following information and studies, among other documents (see Attachment 4 for a complete listing
of supporting documentation):

e Cultivation and Operation Plan and addendum prepared by 421 Group, dated February
19, 2020;

e Site Plan prepared by 421 Group, dated February 18, 2020;

e Road Evaluation Report, prepared by applicant, dated December 20, 2019;

e Biological Resources Assessment prepared by Pinecrest Environmental Consulting, dated
January 14, 2020; and

e Geologic Hazard Report, prepared by Hurvitz Environmental, dated January 16, 2020.

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959 June 18, 2020 Page 50



Other CEQA Considerations

Staff suggests no changes for the revised project.

EXPLANATION OF DECISION NOT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION OR
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

See Purpose statement above.

In every impact category analyzed in this review, the projected consequences of the current project
proposal are either the same or less than significantly increased than the initial project for which the
MND was adopted. Based upon this review, the following findings are supported:

FINDINGS

1. The proposed project will permit an existing cannabis operation and bring the operation into
compliance with county and state requirements infended to adequately mitigate environmental
impacts.

2. The circumstances under which the project was approved have not changed substantially. There
are no new significant environmental effects and no substantial increases in the severity of previously
identified effects.

3. For the current proposed project, there has been no new information of substantial importance,
which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at
the time the previous MND was adopted as complete.

CONCLUSION

Based on these findings it is concluded that an Addendum to the certified MND is appropriate to
address the requirements under CEQA for the current project proposal. All of the findings, mitigation
requirements, and mitigation and monitoring program of the MND, remain in full force and effect on
the original project.
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ATTACHMENT 4

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings

Attachment 4 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant
in support of making the required findings. The following materials are on file with the Planning
Division:

1.

The name, contact, address and phone number(s) of the applicant. (Application form
on file)

If the applicant is not the record title owner of parcel, written consent of the owner for
the application with original signature and notary acknowledgement. (Not applicable)

Site plan showing the entire parcel, including easements, streams, springs, ponds and
other surface water features, and the location and area for cultivation on the parcel with
dimensions of the area for cultivation and setbacks from property lines. The site plan shall
also include all areas of ground disturbance or surface water disturbance associated
with cultivation activities, including: access roads, water diversions, culverts, ponds,
dams, graded flats, and other related features. If the area for cultivation is within 4 mile
(1,320 ft.) of a school, school bus stop, church or other place of religious worship, public
park, or Tribal Cultural Resource, the site plan shall include dimensions showing that the
distance from the location of such features to the nearest point of the cultivation areais
at least 600 feet. (Attached)

A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for
water storage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff and erosion conftrol; watershed
and habitat protection; and proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated
products to be used on the parcel, and a description of cultivation activities (outdoor,
indoor, mixed light), the approximate date(s) cannabis culfivation activities have been
conducted on the parcel prior to the effective date of this ordinance, if applicable, and
schedule of activities during each month of the growing and harvesting season.
(Attached)

Copy of the statement of water diversion, or other permit, license or registration filed with
the State Water Resources Confrol Board, Division of Water Rights, if applicable.
(Condition of Approval)

Description of water source, storage, irrigation plan, and projected water usage.
(Attached - Water Usage Addendum dated April 30, 2020)

Copy of Nofice of Infent and Monitoring Self-Certification and other documents filed with
the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board demonstrating enrollment in Tier
1, 2 or 3, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Order No. 2015-0023, or any
substantially equivalent rule that may be subsequenitly adopted by the County of
Humboldt or other responsible agency. (Condition of Approval)

If any on-site or off-site component of the cultivation facility, including access roads,
water supply, grading or terracing impacts the bed or bank of any stream or other
watercourse, a copy of the Streambed Alteration Permit obtained from the Department
of Fish & Wildlife. (Condition of approval)
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9. If the source of wateris a well, a copy of the County well permit, if available. (Aftached
— Letter from Fisch Drilling dated January 30, 2020 regarding drilling the well; Condition of
Approval — Well completion log)

10. If the parcel is zoned FR, U or TPZ, or involves the conversion of timberland as defined
under section 4526 of the Public Resources Code, a copy of a less-than-3-acre
conversion exemption or timberland conversion permit, approved by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL-FIRE). Alternately, for existing operations
occupying sites created through prior unauthorized conversion of fimberland, evidence
may be provided showing that the landowner has completed a civil or criminal process
and/or entered into a negotiated settlement with CAL-FIRE. (Not Applicable)

11. Consent for onsite inspection of the parcel by County officials at prearranged date and
time in consultation with the applicant prior to issuance of any clearance or permit, and
once annually thereafter. (On file)

12. Forindoor cultivation facilities, identify the source of electrical power and how it will meet
with the energy requirements in section 55.4.8.2.3, and plan for compliance with
applicable Building Codes. (Not Applicable)

13. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed
for cultivation under any clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in
the event that environmental conditions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the
watershed will not support diversions for irrigation. (On file)

14. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right fo engage with local Tribes before
consenting to the issuance of any clearance or permit, if cultivation operations occur
within an Area of Traditional Tribal Cultural Affiliation, as defined herein. This process will
follow current departmental referral protocol, including engagement with the Tribe(s)
through coordination with their Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) or other tribal
representatives. This procedure shall be conducted similar to the protocols outlined
under SB 18 (Burton) and AB 52 (Gatto), which describe “"government to government”
consultation, through tribal and local government officials and their designees. During
this process, the tribe may request that operations associated with the clearance or
permit be designed to avoid, minimize or mitigate impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources,
as defined herein. Examples include, but are not limited to: conducting a site visit with
the THPO or their designee to the existing or proposed cultivation site, requiring that a
professional cultural resources survey be performed, or requiring that a fribal cultural
monitor be retained during project-related ground disturbance within areas of sensitivity
or concern. The county shall request that a records search be performed through the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). (On file)

15. DEH Worksheet (On file)

16. Biological Resources Assessment prepared by Pinecrest Environmental Consulting, dated
January 14, 2020. (Aftached)

17. Geologic Hazard Report prepared by Hurvitz Environmental dated January 16, 2020.
(Attached)
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Operating Plan

Purpose

The following information has been prepared in response to a deficiency notice dated August 15, 2018 for
application number 12959. The purpose of this document is to serve as an addendum to the operating plan
for the cannabis permit application. The Applicant on this application Rye Hoine (hereafter known as the
Applicant), is a second generation Humboldt resident. Like many idealists at the time, his parents relocated
to Humboldt looking to improve their lives and create a better culture and society. Since those days, the
Hoine family has become part of the fabric that has woven the cannabis culture and industry in Humboldt
County, managing through years of hardships of an unregulated industry. Rye’s passion for the plant and
the people that they have kept going is what drives him today.

Employment

The applicant plans on operating the cannabis cultivation site as an owner operated business. The
Applicant and his family are not new to the cannabis industry and have developed efficient methods to
cultivate cannabis and will employ those methods in the proposed cannabis cultivation. The applicant and
his family will be the only workers in the proposed cannabis cultivation and at this time does not propose
hiring any additional workers; neither full-time/part-time nor seasonal. The total amount of persons that
will work on the cultivation site will be between 3-4 people, two of which will have a more full-time role
and 1-2 with a seasonal role on as needed basis such as harvest times. Should the applicant decide to hire
employees at a later date the applicant will do so in compliance with all local state and federal labor laws.

Sanitation Facilities

The Applicant has a small hunting lodge cabin on the property where he'll be staying when on-site, and
being owner operated plans to use the accommodations of his cabin for sanitation facilities for anyone
who will be working with him on the property. After conversations with county staff, the applicant
understands that the ag exempt building on the property will not require sanitation facilities if it’s sole
purpose is for drying cannabis plants after harvest. However, if the applicant chooses to work in the
building for reasons such as cannabis processing, the applicant understands that the building would then
be considered a commercial building which is required to meet all commercial building codes including
sanitation facilities and ADA access. At this time the applicant is not proposing to use the ag exempt
building for any activities beyond drying.
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Structures in the Flood Zone

According to FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 60623C1500F & 06023C1460 the southern portion of the
property, where cannabis cultivation is proposed, is within the 100 Year Flood zone. Pursuant to Section
202-A of the Uniform Building Code an ag exempt building is defined as “a structure designed and constructed
to house farm implements, hay, grain, poultry, livestock or other horticultural products. This structure shall not
be a place of human habitation or a place of employment where agricultural products are processed, treated or
packaged, nor shall it be a place used by the public.” with the parcel oned (TPZ) the appropriate zoning for ag
exemptions, the Applicant plans to utilize ag exempt buildings for the purposes of cannabis cultivation
and will build these structures in accordance with the provisions set forth by Humboldt County, including
submitting for Ag Exempt Application for which the requirements are as follows:

e Building Application Form

e Plot plans (4)

o Floor plans (2) for each structure showing electrical layout and plumbing fixtures

e Ag Letter of Intent for each structure. One Ag Letter of Intent can be used if multiple structures are

identical in size and use.

The applicant understands that temporary structures in the flood zone, including ag exempt, will need to
be removed and stored outside of the flood zone from October 16 - April 15. The applicant has completed
and signed a “Temporary Structures In The Flood Zone” agreement and has submitted this agreement as
part of this application. The applicant proposes using a shipping container which will be installed outside
of the flood zone on the more northern portion of the parcel (see site plan) for storage of temporary
structures during the period which those structures must be removed. Shipping container will only be used
for storage and therefore the applicant will also be applying for an ag exemption for the shipping
container in the same fashion outlined above, however the shipping container will be outside of the flood
zone and is therefore separate from the “Temporary Structures In The Flood Zone” agreement.

The Applicant understands that if the desire is to keep the temporary structures in the flood zone
operational through the period in which they would need to be removed that building permits would be
required and the structures would need to be built out to meet FEMA requirements for building in
floodplain. Should the Applicant choose to take this path the applicant will submit building plans to the
Humboldt County Planning and Building Department for review and approval prior to building out said
structures,

Greenhouse Construction

The applicant proposes to install 4 greenhouses, two of which will be used for outdoor cultivation and the
other two to be used for mixed-light cultivation for a total of 10,000 square feet of canopy on a 40 acre
parcel zoned for timber production (TPZ) . As outlined above the greenhouse will be built in accordance
with the provisions set forth by Humboldt County, including submitting for Ag Exempt Application. The
applicant does not propose to install any kind of an improved floor or footpath which will preclude the
agricultural use of the underlying soil Pursuant to Humboldt County Zoning Regulations Section 313 -
69.1.5.2 the proposed greenhouses are permitted on parcels zoned as (TPZ).
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Greenhouses which do not result in lot coverage exceeding five acres (5a) on lots twenty acres (20a) or
larger in size, ... either individually or collectively, with or without a perimeter foundation, and without
an improved floor or footpath which will preclude the agricultural use of the underlying soil shall be
permitted in ... (TPZ) Timber Production.

International Dark Sky Association Standards

The applicant will comply with the Standards provided by the International Dark Sky Association, or IDA.
The IDA has developed their “Fixture Seal of Approval” or FSA program which outlines the requirements
that lighting products and methods must meet in order to receive the IDA seal of approval.

In summation, these standards include full shielding by design, a correlated color temperature not to
exceed 3000K, fixed mounting hardware that does not permit the end user to defeat the shielding design,
UL (or equivalent) listing, and available photometric test data. The applicant is pleased to meet these
standards, as outlined in more detail by the IDA below.

e The applicant fixtures must be fully shielded and emit no light above the horizontal plane (with the
exclusion of incidental light reflecting from fixture housing, mounts, and pole).

e There shall be no sag or drop lenses, side light panels, uplight panels, etc.

e The fixture shall employ warm-toned (3000K and lower, certified according to ANSI C78.377) white
light sources or may employ amber light sources or filtered LED light sources.

e for luminaires with screw-based sockets, the packaging shall contain a recommendation to use only
light sources 3000K and lower, with an explanation of importance.

e The luminaire’s mounting hardware shall not permit mounting in any configuration other than those
maintaining full shielding.

e Non-residential luminaires shall be rated UO (according to the rating system established by the
Illuminating Engineering Society’s "Luminaire Classification System for Outdoor Luminaires”,
TM-15-11; https //www.ies.org/product/luminaire-classification-system-for-outdoor-luminaires/)

e for street and area lights, fixtures must come equipped to receive optional backlight (house side)
shields and forward throw (cul-de-sac) shields.

e The fixture shall be tested and listed to meet UL Standards by an accredited safety testing laboratory.

e The fixture manufacturer must be able to provide full sphere photometric data from a NVLAP
accredited laboratory, including LM-79 and LM-80 test reports and certified spectral data, or a DLC

listing.

Upon completion of the execution of the above standards, the applicant will apply for the IDA’s seal of
approval.

Water Source

Originally the applicant had proposed a spring diversion as the main source of water for the cultivation
site. The applicant has since contracted Fisch Drilling (License #: 683865) to drill a well on the property. A
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letter from Fisch Drilling confirming their status has been submitted with this addendum to the operating
plan. The applicant will no longer be diverting water from the spring and will instead use the well for all
purposes (cannabis irrigation and domestic) on the property. The applicant will use the well in the same
fashion that the spring diversions were to be used. Water will be pumped out of the well and stored in the
different water storage areas mentioned in the original operating plan. The expected water usages as
calculated in the original operating plan of 23,000-55,000 gallon per season, will remain the same.

@ 421 Group 4ot 4
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Grass Valley Patient Resource Group

Application For Commercial Cannabis Cultivation

\ Humboldt Coyynp,
Cannapig Sves,

Application Overview

The Grass Valley Patient Resource Group (GVPRG), a non-profit medical
cannabis collective is applying for a Special Permit to operate an existing full term
outdoor/mixed-light cultivation area of 10,000 square feet (5,500 FT, 4,500 ML),
pursuant to Humboldt County’s Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance, in
the Swain’s Flat region of Humboldt County. The cultivation site is located on a 40-acre
parcel, number 207-086-004, has been in existence since 2012, and was registered
with Humboldt County as an existing cultivation site in late 2016 in preparation for
GVPRG to assume responsibility of said cultivation area. GVPRG is committed to
pursuing all commercial cannabis compliance measures in order to remain in good
standing with local and state jurisdictions.

Project Details - Cultivation Plan

Cultivation Plan Overview:

The cultivation area located on property number 207-086-004 has been in
existence since at least 2012, and each year has exceeded 10,000 square feet of
cultivation area. GVPRG is applying for a Special Permit (SP) to operate the existing
cultivation area, for the year 2017, at a size not to exceed the SP’s maximum of 10,000
square feet. GVPRG plans to use all 10,000 square feet of existing cultivation area.
GVPRG plans to use 5,500 square feet for outdoor cultivation, and 4,500 square feet for
mixed-light cultivation. Full term plants are planted in 60-100 gallon grow bags and
positioned in rows on the South East region of the property. Mixed-light cultivation will
occur in two locations on the property; one in the larger greenhouse (3,000 sq. ft.) in the
South East region of the property, and the other, a smaller greenhouse (1,500 sq. ft.) in
the South West region of the property. One small greenhouse will be temporarily
required during the first two weeks of the season, and for up to two weeks in the middie
of the summer for vegetative growth, and will be dismantled when not in use. The full
term cultivation area will be fully planted in the month of June and will be fully harvested
and broken down by the end of October. The mixed-light cultivation areas will be
planted in the middle of May, and harvested in early August.

* GVPRG is developing the most environmentally conscious standards
and practices for resource consumption and environmental protection.
DFW Streambed Alteration Permit has been filed for the point of
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diversion, Initial Statement of Water Diversion has been filed with the
State Water Resource Control Board - Division of Water Rights.

Notice to CalFire: The property is zoned TPZ; however, no trees will be
removed from the property as it is not required near the cultivation areas
and access roads.

Water Source:

There are two water sources on the property, here-in referred to as “Spring 1"
and “Spring 2.” Spring 1 is located in the North Western section of the property and is
primarily used for small domestic use of no more than 3 people on average, and 6
people maximum. Spring 1 is also currently supplying the small greenhouse with water,
but after the 2017 year, a well is scheduled to take its place. Spring 2 originates from
the North Eastern section of the property and supplies water to the full term outdoor
section, as well as the large greenhouse. GVPRG has assisted the property owner in
filing an Initial Statement of Diversion to the SWRCB and LSA agreements with the

DFW.

Water Storage:

The water from Spring 1 is diverted using plumbing-grade poly pipe, fitted with a
wire mesh filter, covered with nylon cloth to keep sediment and any living residents of
the spring from being sucked into the tubing. Water enters through the filter and travels
down to the main filling area; two 2,500 gallon holding tanks. Once in the main holding
area, water is carefully rationed to feed the smaller greenhouse, and primarily used to
provide the cabin with usable water. Spring two is diverted into a main holding area of
four 2,500 tanks. Once in the main holding area, the water is pumped into a 1,000
gallon mixing tank where nutrients are added for plant feedings.

Irrigation Plan:

Hand-watering is the primary application method in all cultivation areas. Feeding
schedules are adhered to with SOP’s in place to provide each plant with the same
amount of water. A digital water meter exists on each hose to provide exact figures.
Waterings take place in the early morning, or evening. This allows each watering to go
further for the plant with limited evaporation.

Projected Water Usage:
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Projected water use for this project is based on the average estimated gallons/
day figures from multiple sources. Many estimate that full term cannabis plants require
1-3 gallons of water every other day. 1-3 gallons x ~100 plants = 100-300 gallons per
day x 90 days (every other day of a 180 day growing season) = 9,000-27,000 gallons
throughout the entire season. The mixed-light cultivation areas will require less water
because they only grow for half of the time. We estimate 1-2 gallons per plant, every
other day, for a 70 day growing period. 1-2 gallons x 400 plants = 400-800 galions x 35
days (every other day of a 70 day growing period) = 14,000-28,000.

Total water usage is predicted to range between 23,000-55,000 gallons,
depending on a multitude of factors. Water use is difficuit to predict because it is
completely based on plant, weather, and growing conditions. Each plant will require a
different amount of water each day. All water consumption is monitored for the purpose
of refining water usage predictions, as well as hard data for reporting purposes if
projected usages are exceeded.

Site Drainage:

Property number 207-086-004 has multiple sloped surfaces, of which many are
greater than 15%. Because of these slopes, GVPRG is working to design the cultivation
areas to effectively control its site drainage. The cultivation areas themselves are very
flat, and have been existence for many years. Thick vegetation has grown in and all
around the cultivation area and on all slopes around the cultivation area. All cultivation
areas are positioned with a very slight angle to the South-West. If any drainage
occurred, it would be in a South-West direction. Because of the minimal slope of each
cultivation area, the direction potential drainage would take, and the protection
measures that GVPRG is implementing, site drainage will proudly be one of the most
regulated aspects of the cultivation area.

Runoff:

Water runoff is regarded by GVPRG as one of the most important details to
manage and control. Runoff doesn't only represent a potential threat to wildlife, it also
represents waste and inefficient water consumption. Runoff will be kept to a minimum
through a variety of cultivation and watering techniques, as well as precisely timed
irrigation that allows for maximum watering with minimal overflow. All plants will be
housed in a fabric pot which act as a great initial fitter to remove nutrients and
supplements before potential runoff hits the ground. Burlap and straw wattles will be
placed around the entire perimeter of the cultivation area. Should enough water run out
of the fabric pots and reach the edge of the cultivation area, the wattles will be the
second line of defense to soak up any runoff. Should water runoff somehow pass
through the fabric pots and swaddles, it would need to travel through hundreds of yards
of dense vegetation and mature trees in order to enter the nearest water source.
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Erosi ontrol I

Due to the shear volume of water from rain and snow melt that occurs in the
higher elevations of the Bridgeville region GVPRG has identified the most sensitive
locations that may be affected by erosion, as well as the most effective course of action
for road reshaping, potential culvert replacement, water storage placement, and
cultivation area placement. Thanks to the density of the vegetation growing on all slopes
of the property, erosion remains a low to moderate threat for this location.

M I en to Ensure Protection of Wat d Ne itat:

Humboldt County is our home. We grew up here, we have families here.
Understanding the importance of preservation is essential if we want our children to
grow up enjoying the same beautiful place we did. GVPRG takes pride in our cultivation
areas having a minimally invasive effect on local wildlife and the environment. That's
why we've kept our foot print small and growing methods simple in this location. By
going the route of the full-term garden, we will cut down on trips on the road by at least
50%, which means less disruption of nature. Generators will be intermittently used
throughout the season to power lights and fans. All generators will be placed on top of a
spill proof container and will be housed in a small lean-to in order to stifle the majority of
the sound. Gasoline will be required to power the generators and will also be kept in
spill-proof containers away from the generators and cultivation areas. There will be no
light pollution, because we cover our greenhouses when the lights are on. All in all, the
size of the garden area and the methods being used to cultivate will result in a very low
key, orchard-like environment, as opposed to a commercial farm setting.

Description of Cultivation Activities:

Full Term Outdoor - One growing cycle for the 2017 season. The beauty of a
full-term garden is that there is only one planting phase and one harvesting phase.
Once the plants are in the ground, in June, they simply require mamtenance and
support until their harvest in October.

June - Plant Garden, Vegetative Growth

July - Vegetative Growth

August - Vegetative Growth/Flower Production

September - Flower Production

October - Flower Production, Harvest Garden

November - “Possible Harvest* (Depending on weather conditions)

Mixed-Light - One growing cycle for the 2017 season. The upside to using light

deprivation methods is that half of the season’s crop will be able to be harvested in the
middle of the season, reducing the workload at the end of the season.

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959 June 18, 2020 Page 61




May - Plant Garden, Vegetative Growth
June - Vegetative Growth/Flower Production
July - Flower Production

August - Flower Production/Harvest

Protocols For Proper Storage and Use Of:

Fertilizers - All fertilizers that are not added to the initial soil blend will be stored
inside a spill proof container, and will be securely stowed inside the shed on the

property.

Pesticides - Pesticides are a regularly required use in the cultivation area, they
must be kept safe and contained, but also onsite and available. Pesticides, like
fertilizers, will be kept in a secure, spill-proof container and will be stored inside the
shed.

Other Regulated Products Utilized - Any other regulated products, such as
gasoline or oil for weed-whackers, chain saws, lawn mowers, generators, etc. will also
be kept in a spill-proof container and stored at an appropriate temperature inside the
secure shed.

Project Details - Processing Plan

When the cannabis crop is mature in August, and again in October, it will be
harvested and hung up to dry inside the 1,000 sq. ft. shed located on the property. After
the product is cured properly, it will be taken down and stored safely and securely in an
air-tight barrel where it is then ready for transport. GVPRG has no plans to process the
cured cannabis any further at the property where cultivation is occurring. GVPRG plans
to enlist the help of a licensed, compliant processing specialist that is able to process
the dry cannabis and safely store it. At that point, samples of the cannabis are ready to
be sent to SC Labs for testing prior to distribution.

Project Details - Security Plan

GVPRG plans to employ a wide variety of security procedures to keep our
property secure, the product secure, and to operate a safe business for ourselves and
future employees. The first and foremost layer of security is the extreme remoteness of
the property; it's not a place where one can accndentally end up. There are multiple
gates with padlocks that must be accessed in order to get up the road to the property
line. Once at the property line there is another gate and padlock to gain entry to the
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property. The cultivation area will be fenced with steel wire fencing in order to keep
pests and wildlife from entering the cultivation area. We will not be installing security
cameras or alarm systems at the moment because they would require extra generator
usage, however, GVPRG is constantly working to refine and improve its security plans.

Product security is the area that we are more heavily focused on. Due to the
location of the property we're generally unconcerned with any unwanted visitors to the
site, but once the product goes from our cultivation area to a processing facility, we
increase our security efforts. In order to keep control of the amount going out and
coming in, we will only send out a small humber of boxes at a time for processing; the
next batch of product will be delivered to the processing facility upon receipt of the most
recent finished batch. This method will allow us to keep track of incoming and outgoing
product. We also plan to have the product processed as it is requested for purchase;
that way we don't have finished product sitting around at any one time. The product will
be processed to order, and will go directly to a qualified patient or caregiver.
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January 30, 2020

Hoine Farms
Off Hwy 36 by Van Duzen River
Swains Flat, CA 95528

To whom it may concern,
Fisch Drilling is currently under contract to drill a well for Hoine

Farms in Swains Flat this year 2020. Location has been selected and
are waiting on the County for approval.

Sincerely,

Fourltad

Lacy Pedrotti

FISCH DRILLING
3150 JOHNSON ROAD, HYDESVILLE, CA 95547
707-768-9800
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January 16, 2020
Job No. 5074.01

Mr. Gabriel Rincon
11600 Lake Blvd.,
Felton, CA 95018

Subject - Geologic Hazard Report
APN 207-086-004, Humboldt County, CA

Mr. Rincon:

This presents Hurvitz Environmental Services (HES) geologic hazard report for the above
referenced property. This report was prepared in response to requests made in an August 15,
2018 letter from Mr. Isaac Hansen representing the Humboldt County Planning Department.
The Letter requested a written evaluation demonstrating that the proposed cannabis cultivation
project would not create nor significantly contribute to, or be impacted by, geological instability
or geologic hazards. Therefore, on behalf of Mr. Rincon-Ruiz, we have prepared this Geologic
Hazard Report for the subject property.

1.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

The subject site is located just north of State Highway 36, and the VVan Duzen River, in the Town
of Swains Flat, CA approximately 17.5 miles southwest of Fortuna, CA PLATE 1- SITE
LOCATION MAP. The Humboldt County Assessors Office has identified the parcel as APN
207-086-004 (PLATE 2 - ASSESSORS PARCEL MAP). The site parcel is zoned as Timber
Production Zone (TPZ), is located in the jurisdiction of the North Coast Regional Water Quality
Board and is located in Slope Stability Zone 1. The site is not listed within an Alquist Priolo
Fault Hazard Zone but is listed within a FEMA designated 100-year flood zone.

The site is a roughly square, 40-acre parcel with a maximum length (east-west) of approximately
1,300 feet and a maximum width (north-south) of approximately 1,300 feet. The site is located on a
south/southeast facing slope with a maximum elevation of approximately 900 feet above mean sea
level (msl) near the northeast corner of the parcel, and a low elevation of approximately 400 feet
msl near the southwest corner of the site. The upper portion of the property has slopes in excess
of 30% while the lower portion of the property has slopes as low as 5%. The property features
one main residence, two outbuildings, and two greenhouse/ hoop-house structures. Two
cannabis cultivation areas currently exist onsite with the “Upper” location near the southwest
corner of the site (40°28°33.27” N/ 123°52°34.62”W) and the “Lower” location near the
southeast corner of the site (40°28°31.94” N / 123°52°24.25”W). Site photographs are presented
in APPENDIX A and site features are shown on PLATE 3 - SITE PLAN.

We understand the property tenant plans to further develop the parcel for the purpose of
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commercial cannabis cultivation. The proposed development calls for the consolidation of the
two current cultivation areas into one cultivation area to be located at the current “Lower”
developed area. Existing structures would be transitioned into processing and storage buildings
for the cannabis project and no new structures besides greenhouses are proposed.

1.1  TOPOGRAPHIC MAP

HES reviewed the most recent United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute Quadrangle
Maps, Bridgeville, 2012 and Redcrest, 2012 as well as the USGS “National Map” (PLATE 4 —
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP). The site straddles the two topographic maps with the majority of the
site occurring on the Bridgeville Quad Map”. The general site topography slopes from
approximately 900-400 feet mean sea level (MSL) from the northeast corner to the southeast
corner of the site. Steep slopes exist on the northern portion of the site and more gradual slopes
are present on the southern end of the site. Immediately to the east of the site is a mapped
landslide that is identified on the topo map as “Blue Slide”. There are no water ways or
drainages onsite and the site lies within the Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 12 — 180101050905.

1.2 HISTORICAL AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH

HES reviewed aerial photographs from years 1998-2019 depicting the site and vicinity to obtain
information about historical development and other surficial features. In 1998, The site appears
to be undeveloped with no structures present however some roads are visible. The property
remains vacant until 2009 at which point one structure on the southwestern portion of the site is
present (“Upper” area). By 2010, the western portion of the site is developed with a
greenhouse/hoop-house and the southeastern portion of the site also shows signs of grading and
development. By 2012, the site appears to be developed with two cultivation areas and at least
two residential type structures, similar to the current property configuration.
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20 GEOLOGY

According to the 2010 Geologic Map of California the site is listed as being underlain by
Paleocene marine sedimentary rocks. The specific rocks identified in this region include
sandstone, shale, and conglomerate and are mostly well consolidated. The 2008 Geologic Map
of the Weott 15-minute Quadrangle depicts the site geology in better detail and identifies the
geology beneath the northern % of the site as the Cretaceous aged Yager Formation (KY). The
geology beneath the southern ¥ of the site is mapped as Quaternary aged Alluvium (QA)
(PLATE 5 - GEOLOGIC MAP). The Yager Formation is specifically identified as shale, dark
gray, micaceous with minor beds of hard dark sandstone. The Alluvium is specifically
identified as floodplain and stream channel alluvial gravel as well as sand and clay that is
dissected by active stream channels. A near-site thrust fault is also depicted on both the geologic
maps reviewed. The thrust fault is located approximately 1-mile northeast of the site and has the
Franciscan Formation being thrust over the Yager Formation.

21  FAULTS

Humboldt County is located within a seismically active area in California. In addition to causing
ground shaking, an earthquake can trigger other natural disasters such as fire, landslides, and
flooding, resulting in loss of life and property damage. Seismic Hazards in Humboldt County
include earthquake ground shaking, surface fault rupture, liquefaction, and tsunami potential in
the coastal zone areas. HES reviewed the current Alquist Priolo Fault Zoning Map for the site
while the site is proximate to an active thrust fault it is not mapped within and earthquake fault
zone. The site has not however been evaluated by the California Geologic Survey (CGS) for
liquefaction hazards or seismic landslide hazards. Based on the geology and location of the site,
it is our opinion that liquefaction is not a concern to this investigation.

2.2 LANDSLIDES

Geologic units and Geologic Features were mapped by the California Department of
Conservation Division of Mines and Geology (CDMG) in the early 1980’s. The mapping effort
covered most of the north coast and included 60, 7.5-minute quadrangles. The maps were
originally created in response to the clean water act of 1972 which required that states develop
plans to control sources of water pollution however, the maps that were created turned out to be
useful for a number of planning projects including identifying areas of potentially unstable
ground. However, since the maps are now at least 35 years old they often need to be field
verified for current conditions. For this project site we reviewed the CDMG data from the
Bridgeville Quadrangle Map to obtain more detailed information regarding the presence of
landslides on the site (PLATE 6 - LANDSLIDE MAP). According to the Landslide Map, the
northeastern portion of the site is mapped as a dormant rockslide of an unknown age with a slide
direction of S10°W. Additional rock slides and debris slides were also identified to the east of
the site at the location of “Blue Slide” which was also listed as dormant by the CDMG and had a
similar slide direction. In addition to these slides there is also a debris slide mapped on the
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western portion of the site with a slide direction of S60°W. All of the slides occur above the
developed areas onsite on slopes that are greater than 30% and where site vegetation is minimal.
Further the mapped slide on the western side of the parcel has a historical slide direction that is
away from the developed portions of the site.

2.2 FLOOD ZONE

HES reviewed the most recent FEMA Flood Plain Map (2016) of the subject site to determine if
the site lies within a 100 or 500-year flood zone (PLATE 7 — FEMA FLOOD ZONE MAP).
Based on our review, we determined that the southern half of the site is located within Zone A of
the FEMA map which indicates that the site is in a Special Flood Hazard Area which is
consistent with the 100-year flood zone.
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3.0 SITE INSPECTION

On December 7, 2019, our Registered Civil Engineer performed a site inspection. The purpose
of the inspection was to observe and document the proposed cultivation areas as well as the
locations of the mapped dormant rock and debris slides. Inspection of the current “Lower”
cannabis grow area did not reveal any signs of slope instability, erosion or geologic hazards. The
upslope is covered with mature evergreen trees and a thick understory. The trees are upright and
there is no visible downslope lean. Further, there is no visible erosion of slump at the edges of
the graded pad. There is no water course or visible drainage way upslope from the “Lower” area
or across the pad. Runoff is apparently sheet flow over the ground surface.

Inspection of the “Upper” area likewise revealed no evidence of slope instability, erosion or
geologic hazard. No defined water course or drainage way was observed on or above the
“Upper” area.

The areas where active sliding was observed occur to the north east of the site along the steep

southern slopes where the rock faces are exposed. Vegetation in these areas is minimal and it did
not appear that any of these exposed rock areas occurred onsite.
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40 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Most of the site is located within the Cretaceous aged Yager Formation which consists of
sandstone and shale. The average slope at the site is approximately 30% with the northern
portion of the site having slopes in excess of 30% and the southern portion of the site having
slopes as low as 5%. Rock and debris slides have historically been mapped onsite and proximate
to the site with the most significant occurring on the northeastern portion of the site and on the
adjacent property to the northeast. The historical rock and debris slides immediately northeast of
the site have been labeled “Blue Slide” on current and historical topographic maps. All
historically mapped rock and debris slides onsite are listed as dormant by the California Geologic
Survey and are not mapped on the southern portion of the site where the slope is diminished and
where the property is currently developed. Site inspection data obtained in 2019 did not show
soil instability at, or immediately above, either of the developed areas of the property.

Therefore, it is our opinion that further development of the site at the locations proposed, will not
create or contribute to slope instability. And, based on the locations of the developed areas with
respect to the historically mapped rock and debris slides, and the lack of field evidence that
would indicate the onsite slides are active, it is our opinion that the “Upper” and “Lower”
developed portions of the site are unlikely to be affected by geologic instability. Therefore, we
do not recommend any corrective action to address slope instability on the property.

The southern half of the property lies within a FEMA designated 100-year flood zone. This
includes both the “Upper” and “Lower” developed areas of the site. We understand that the
project applicant plans to mitigate this hazard by developing temporary growing structures that
can be dismantled and moved each year before flood season begins. Therefore, since this
potential hazard is being address through a hazard mitigation plan no further action to address it
is recommended.

There is an active thrust fault located approximately 1-mile northeast of the site however the site
itself is not mapped within an Alquist Priolo Fault Zone. Therefore, no action is recommended to
address potential fault hazard or seismic triggered landslides.

Based on our review of the data presented herein it is our conclusion that the proposed cannabis

cultivation development onsite will not cause, contribute to, or be impacted by slope instability
of geologic hazard.
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We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to you and trust that tis provides the information
you require at this time. If you have any questions or require any additional information please
feel free to contact me at 707-824-1690.

Sincerely,
HURVITZ ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

S, /Léf

Lee S. Hurvitz, PG #7573, CHG # 1015
Principal Geologist

Attachments:
Plate 1 - Site Location Map
Plate 2 - Assessors Parcel Map
Plate 3 - Site Plan
Plate 4 - Topographic Map
Plate 5 - Geologic Map
Plate 6 - Landslide Map
Plate 7 - FEMA Flood Plain Map

Appendix A  Site Photographs
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5.0 LIMITATIONS

HES is not responsible for the independent conclusions, opinions or recommendations made by
others based on the records review, site inspection, field exploration, and interpretations
presented in this report.

It should be noted that geological hazard assessments are inherently limited in the sense that
conclusions are drawn and recommendations developed from information obtained from limited
research and site evaluation. Additionally, the passage of time may result in a change in the
environmental characteristics at this site and surrounding properties. This report does not
warrant against future operations or conditions, nor does this warrant operations or conditions
present of a type or at a location not investigated.

This study is not intended to assess if any soil contamination, waste emplacement, or
groundwater contamination exists by subsurface sampling through the completion of soil borings
and the installation of monitoring wells. The scope of work, determined by the client, did not
include these activities.

This Report is for the exclusive use of Mr. Gabriel Rincon-Ruiz, his affiliates, designates and

assignees and no other party shall have any right to rely on any service provided by Hurvitz
Environmental Services without prior written consent.
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Appendix A
Site Photographs
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Phot # 3: View of hoophouses at “uper” developed area onsite.
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Photo #6: View northeast from “Lower” developed are onsite.
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ATTACHMENT 5

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment.
Recommendations received are summarized, and the locations of the recommendations are

noted.
Referral Agency Response | Recommendation Location
Division of v Conditional Approval On file in Accela
Environmental Health
Public Works Land Use v Conditional Approval Atftached
Division
Bear River Band v Conditional Approval On file with Planning
Rohnerville Rancheria
CalFire v Conditional Approval Attached
Humboldt County 4 Rejected On file with Planning
Sherriff's Office
Building Inspection No Response
Division
California Division of No Response
Water Rights
NCUAQMD No Response
Southern Humboldt Joint No Response
Unified School District
California Department v Comments Attached
of Fish and Wildlife
CAL TRANS v Conditional approval Attached

Intertribal Sinkyone
Wilderness Council

No Response

Regional Water Quality
Control Board

No Response

District Attorney

No Response

AG Commissioner

No Response

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

MAILING ADDRESS: 1106 SECOND STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501-0579

AREA CODE 707
PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING CLARK COMPLEX
SECOND & L ST., EUREKA HARRIS & H ST., EUREKA
ON-LINE FAX 445-7409 FAX 445-7388
WEB: CO_HUMBOLDT.CA.US ADMINISTRATION 2457491 NATURAL RESOURCES 445-7741 [AND USE 4457205
BUSINESS 4457652  NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING 267-9540
ENGINEERING 4457377 PARKS 4457651
FACILITY MANAGEMENT 4457493 ROADS 4457421

LAND USE DIVISION INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Chris Alberts, Planner, Planning & Buildi epartment
FROM: Kenneth M. Freed, Assistant Engineer -
DATE: 03/02/2020
e ik B RYE HOINE
APN 207-086-004
APPS# PLN-12959-SP

The Department has reviewed the above project and has the following comments:

[]  The Department's recommended conditions of approval are attached as Exhibit "A".

[l Additional information identified on Exhibit "B" is required before the Department can
review the project. Please re-refer the project to the Department when all of the

requested information has been provided.

X Additional review is required by Planning & Building staff for the items on Exhibit "C".
No re-refer is required.

O Road Evaluation Reports(s) are required; See Exhibit "D".
Note: Prior to requesting an applicant to submit a road evaluation report, verify if the
project is exempt from meeting road system performance standards under CCLUO v2.0
sections 313-55.4.6.5.1 and 314-55.4.6.5.1, even if this box is checked.

No re-refer is required.

*Note: Exhibits are attached as necessary.

Additional comments/notes:
Review Items #1 and #2 on Exhibit “C”.
Applicant has submitted an incomplete road evaluation report dated 12/20/19, stamped

received by the Humboldt County Cannabis Services Division, with Part A- Box 2 checked,
certifying that the roadway is equivalent of a road cat 4 standard.

// END //
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Exhibit "C"

Additional Review is Required by Planning & Building Staff
APPS # 12959

All of the following questions are to be answered by Planning and Building Department
staff. No further involvement with the Department of Public Works is required for these items;
however Public Works staff is available to answer any questions that may arise.

1. ROADS — PART 1. Does the project take access from a series of non-county maintained
roads that connect directly to a State Highway (36, 96, 101, 255, 299, etc...)?

XIYES [INO

If YES, the project does not need to be referred to the Department. Include the following
requirement:

All recommendations in the Road Evaluation Report(s) for non-county
maintained road(s) shall be constructed/implemented to the satisfaction of
the Planning & Building Department prior to commencing operations, final
sign-off for a building permit, or approval for a business license. A grading
permit may be required; check with the Building Division of the Planning
and Building Department for any permit requirements.

2. ROADS — PART 2. Does the project take access from a series of non-county maintained
roads that connect directly to a Caltrans State Highway, US Forest Service Road, BLM
Road, or a City road?

YES []NO

If YES, the Department recommends that prior to the project presented to the Planning
Commission or Zoning Administrator, that the project should be referred to the affected
road agency(ies).

3. ROADS - PART 3. Does the project take access or use a county maintained road that
does not have a centerline stripe or is not on the "approved list" of known category 4
roads? (] YES []NO

If YES, a Road Evaluation Report must be done for the County road(s) that do not have a
centerline stripe or are not on the "approved" list. The project along with the road
evaluation report(s) for the County maintained road(s) must be referred to Public Works
for review to ensure that the Department supports the findings in the report. If the road is
on the "not approved" list, then Part B of the Road Evaluation Report form must be
completed.

4. Deferred Subdivision Improvements. Does the project have deferred subdivision
improvements? [ ] YES []NO

How to check: Method 1: Planning and Building Department staff review the legal
description for the subject property in the deed. If the deed reads similar to “Parcel __of
Parcel Map No. ___* then there may be deferred subdivision improvements; further
research will be needed. Method 2: Planning and Building Department staff need to
review the title report(s) for the subject property(ies) to see if a “Notice of Construction
Requirements” document is listed. If the document is listed, then there are deferred
subdivision improvements.

If YES then the subject property has deferred subdivision improvements. The project
cannot be presented to the Zoning Administrator or the Planning Commission until the
deferred subdivision improvements are completed. The applicant should be directed to
the Department of Public Works regarding the deferred subdivision improvements.

5. AIRPORT- PART 1 (ALUCP). Is the project located within Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) Zone A, B, Bl, B2, or B3 as shown on the ALUCP GIS
layer? [ ] YES [JNO
If YES, include the following requirement:

The applicant shall cause to be dedicated to the County of Humboldt an
Avigation Easement. The avigation easement shall be on the form
prescribed by the Department of Public Works. This condition shall be
completed to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior to
commencing operations, final sign-off for a building permit, or Public
Works approval for a business license.

us\pwrk\_landdevprojectsireferrals\cannabis referrals\207-086-004 hoine pln-12959 sp.docx C-1
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Exhibit "C"
Additional Review is Required by Planning & Building Staff

The applicant shall conduct all operations consistent with the ALUCP and
in a manner that does not attract flocks of birds. Open ponds shall not be
permitted.

6. AIRPORT - PART 2 (County Code Section 333). Is the project is located within the
County Code Section 333 GIS layer AND is the project proposing to construct (or permit)
a fence, building or other structure? [ | YES [ ] NO

If YES, the applicant shall submit a completed Airspace Certification Form prior to the
project being presented to the Zoning Administrator or the Planning Commission for
approval.

7. AIRPORT ~ PART 3 (Height Restrictions). Planning & Building Staff shall review the
completed Airspace Certification Form as follows:

o IfBox 1is checked NO, the applicant shall either modify the project to comply
with County Code Section 333-4 or the applicant shall request a variance pursuant
to County Code Section 333-8. The project shall not be presented to the Zoning
Administrator or the Planning Commission for approval until the variance is
approved by the Board of Supervisors, or the project was modified to comply with
County Code Section 333-4.

o IfBox 2 is checked YES, the applicant shall submit form FAA 7460-1 to the FAA
for review and comment. The project shall not be presented to the Zoning
Administrator or the Planning Commission for approval until the FAA supports
the project.

o IfBox 3 is checked YES, then the project cannot be permitted and must be
modified to conform to the easement. As an alternative, the applicant may wish to
seek approval from both the County and the FAA to quitclaim a portion of the
easement to allow the project to be permitted.

o IfBox 1 is checked YES and Box 2 is checked NO and Box 3 checked NO or
NA, then Planning & Building staff shall signoff on the project in the "county use
only" section of the form. In the “pre-construction” right of way (or “post
construction” right of way if the building exists), check the approval box; date and
initial your work.

Note that if the proposed structure is close to the imaginary surface (within 5
feet), then require a post construction certificate to be filed. By including the
following requirement:

Applicant shall file a post construction Airspace Certification Form
to ensure that the proposed structures are in compliance with
County Code 333-3. This shall be completed within 90 days of
completion of construction or prior to building final, whichever
occurs first.

Submit a copy of all processed Airspace Certification Forms to the Land Use
Division.
8. MS4/ASBS Areas. Is the project located within MS4 Permit Area as shown on the GIS
layer? [] YES []NO
If YES, include the following requirement:

The applicant shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Planning &
Building Department that the project is in compliance with MS4/ASBS
requirements.

/I END //

u:\pwrk\_landdevprojects\referrals\cannabis referrals\207-086-004 hoine pln-12959 sp.docx C-2
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12959 207-086-004
Application Number Key APN

We have reviewed the above application and recommend the following (please check one):

The Department has no comment at this time.

Suggested conditions attached.

Applicant needs to submit additional information. List of Items attached.

Recommend denial.

] Other comments.

Date: Name:

Forester Comments: (3/2/20 Lucas Titus

CAL FIRE RM has inspected the access road to this project and wet weather use is not
advised. The steep pitch just through the gate has had substantial work on recent timber
harvest plans and is not recommend to be used in the Winter period for commercial use.

Also, in close proximity to this property is a documented Northern Spotted and CDFW should
be advised for compliance.

Date: Name:

Battalion Chief Comments:

Summary:
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From: Titus, Lucas@CALFIRE

To: Ryan. Meghan

Cc: Alberts, Chris

Subject: Re: APPS #12959, APN 207-086-004, Rye Hoine
Date: Monday, June 8, 2020 10:10:31 AM

Yes those operations would be allowable. | am strictly talking about commercial operations
that involve heavy equipment and commercial vehicles such as rock trucks soil trucks. Not
passenger vehicles and other light vehicles.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 8, 2020, at 10:08 AM, Ryan, Meghan <mryan2@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Warning: this message is from an external user and should be treated with caution.

Hi Lucas — Thank you for getting back to me so quickly. Based on that information, then
would road use between October 15 — April 15 would be allowable for cannabis
operations? Based on the operations plan, after the October harvest, plants are dried
and cured on-site before going off-site for processing. There would be a maximum of
four people on site, but it does not appear there will be the need for workers on-site
much past November and then they may return in the spring for planting.

Thanks again,
Meghan

From: "Titus, Lucas@CALFIRE" <Lucas.Titus@fire.ca.gov>
Date: Monday, June 8, 2020 at 10:00 AM

To: "Ryan, Meghan" <mryan2@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Cc: "Alberts, Chris" <calberts@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: APPS #12959, APN 207-086-004, Rye Hoine

October 15th to April 15th would match the road restrictions in place for the
landowners that currently access that road for timber operations which CAL FIRE
would support for the Hoine property also. This is just for commercial operations
such as dump trucks and heavy equipment operations. Thanks

Sent from my iPhone

OnJun 8§, 2020, at 9:46 AM, Ryan, Meghan
<mryan2@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Warning: this message is from an external user and should be treated with
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caution.

Good morning, Lucas — | hope you are doing well. | am writing today to
follow up on referral comments provided by CAL FIRE for APPS #12959,
APN 207-086-04, Rye Hoine (see attached). Is there specific time frame,
say October 15 — March 31 or April 30 that the access road should not be
used for commercial purposes? That way, | can be specific in the
conditions of approval.

By limiting the road use outside of the wet season, processing will be
required to be offsite, which will reduce impacts to Northern Spotted
Owls in addition. The project also has the following conditions related to
NSO:

<!I--[if IsupportLists]-->1.  <l--[endif]-->The applicant shall construct
noise containment structures for all generators used on the parcel.
The applicant shall obtain all required building permits for such
structures. The applicant shall maintain  generator, fan, and
dehumidifier noise at or below 50 decibels at the edge of the
clearing or 100 feet, whichever distance is closer. This will satisfy the
auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife (USFS), California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Department
Policy Statement No. 16-005 to minimize impacts to the Northern
Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. All generators must be located
on stable surfaces with a minimum 200-foot buffer from Class | and
Class Il streams, per the requirements of CDFW. No generator use is
authorized by this permit until the applicant can demonstrate to
compliance with this standard.

<I|--[if IsupportLists]-->2. <!I--[endif]-->All mixed light cultivation shall
comply with International Dark Sky Association standards for
Lighting Zone 0 and Lighting Zone 1, and be designed to regulate
light spillage onto neighboring properties resulting from backlight,
up light, or glare (BUG). Infernational Dark Sky Association
standards exceed the requirements of Scenic Resources Standard
SR-S4, Light and Glare, that lighting be fully shielded, and designed
and installed to minimize off-site lighting and direct light within the

property boundaries. N rtificial lighting i thoriz thi
permit until the structures and greenhouses can be demonstrated
to comply with this standard.

Although the County has not received formal comments from CDFW on
this project, | did provide the conditions of approval to their staff and am
waiting for additional comments and/or follow up from that agency.
Please let me know if you have any additional questions or comments for
this project.

Best,
Meghan
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MEGHAN RYAN

<image001.png>

Senior Planner
Planning and Building Department

County of Humboldt
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
707.445.7541

<12959 ref CalFire.pdf>
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From: Alberts. Chris

To: david.manthorne@wildlife.ca.gov

Cc: Bocast, Kalyn@Wildlife

Subject: Application No. 12959-Referral Comments
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 12:51:00 PM
Attachments: imaqge001.png

#12959 Biotic Assessment.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The subject project is getting close to the finish line. Attached to this email is the Biological
Assessment that was prepared for the project. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,

Christopher Alberts

Planner |

Planning and Building Department
County of Humboldt

(707) 268-3771

i% Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this e-mail
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this reconnaissance-level Biological Assessment (BA) is to evaluate the existence of
special-status species (SSS) and/or habitats, as well as assess the potential for SSS listed in Appendix
A to occur on or near the site of commercial cultivation activities, pursuant to applicable regulations
from County of Humboldt and the State of California. This BA also analyzes the potential for
jurisdictional wetlands and other waters of the U.S. to exist onsite, and classifies landforms that may
potentially convey sediment to waters of the U.S. including dry creeks, washes, swales, gullys, and
other erosional features. Also included is a set of Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are adapted
from a variety of sources including State Water Resources Control Board Cannabis General Order
No. WQ 2019-0001-DWQ and other state and local ordinances.

1.2 LOCATION

1.2.1 Site Overview

The project site is located at the end of an unnamed improved dirt and gravel road that branches to the
southeast off of CA-36 just north of the Van Duzen River Bridge, 0.6 miles downstream from Grizzly
Creek Redwoods State Park, in unincorporated Humboldt County. The parcel is located 0.5 miles
northwest of Swain's Flat, 6.3 miles northeast of Redcrest, and 10.5 miles east of Carlotta (Figure 1).
The parcel is located in Section 7, Township 1 North, Range 3 East, on the USGS Bridgeville 7.5
minute quadrangle (Figure 2). The approximate latitude and longitude of the centroid of the parcel is
40.476 (N), -123.876 (W). The parcel is designated Assessor's Parcel Number 207-086-004, is deeded
32.1 acres, and is under the jurisdiction of the North Coast (Region 1) Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB), and the Northern Region (District 1) of the California Department of Fish
& Wildlife (CDFW). The parcel is accessed via dirt road that is controlled by locking metal gate
(Figure 7) that branches to the southwest off of CA-36. The cultivation area is reached by driving
southwest for approximately 200 feet past the locked gate on a good condition packed dirt and gravel
driveway (Figure 6).

1.2.2 Federal Critical Habitat

Federal Critical Habitat (FCH) is designated by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) and
provides special protections for habitats considered important for long-term population persistence of
endangered or threatened species. There is no FCH onsite for any animal or plant species (Appendix
F). The nearest FCH is located 2.6 miles to the east for Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis;
NSO) near Maple Grove. There is also FCH for NSO located 6.6 miles to the east of the project
parcel near Little Burr Creek. This FCH is part of a larger discontinuous network of FCH for NSO in
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eastern Humboldt County (Appendix F). The next nearest species with designated FCH is Marbled
Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) located 3.75 and 6.0 miles west of the project parcel near
Van Duzen County Park and Shivley, respectively. There is no FCH for any other species within 10
miles of the project parcel.

1.2.3 Special-Status Species Occurrences

Special-status species (SSS) are those species that receive special protections under either local, State,
or Federal law and include both State and Federally Endangered and Threatened species of animals
and plants, as well as candidate listing species and other species or populations of special concern for
which additional information is required. The California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)
provides information on most known SSS occurrences in the State of California. A description of the
habitat requirements and likelihood of occurrence of potential SSS on the project parcel based the
CNDDB database, published scientific literature, and the expertise of PEC staff, is provided in
Appendix A, with all SSS known from a 5 mile radius around the project parcel highlighted.
Additionally, map-based representation of all of the SSS within an approximately 5 mile radius
around the project site is provided in Appendix C.

1.2.3.1 SSS Animals

There are no known special-status animal species known from the project parcel (Appendix C). The
nearest known occurrence of special-status animal species is Northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis;
NSO) located approximately 0.1 miles west of the project parcel on the south-facing slope of the Van
Duzen River (Appendix G). There are also several occurrences of NSO located 0.2 and 0.3 miles
northwest and southwest of the project parcel, respectively (Appendix G). The next nearest special-
status animal species with known occurrence is Foothill yellow- American peregrine falcon (Falco
peregrinus anatum) located approximately 0.1 miles W of the project parcel along the Van Duzen
River. The next nearest known occurrences of special-status animal species are Fisher (Pekania
pennanti) and North American porcupine (Erethizon dorsatum) located 0.5 miles southeast of the
project parcel near Swain's Flat. The next nearest known occurrences of special-status animal species
are Sonoma tree vole (Arborimus pomo), Foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii; FYLF), Long-
legged myotis (Myotis volans), Marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus), Southern torrent
salamander (Rhyacotriton variegatus), Townsend's big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii), and
Yuma myotis (Myotis yumanensis) located approximately 1.6 miles northwest of the project parcel in
Grizzly Creek Redwoods State Park (Appendix C). The next nearest known occurrence of special-
status animal species is Northern yellow-legged frog (Rana aurora) located approximately 1.9 miles
southwest of the project parcel in the Chalk Mountains. The next nearest known occurrence of
special-status animal species is Western bumblebee (Bombus occidentalis) located approximately 3.2
miles east of the project parcel near Bridgeville. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status
animal species is Bank swallow (Riparia riparia), Cooper's hawk (Accipiter cooperi), Osprey
(Pandion haliaetus), Sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus), and Western pond turtle (Emys
marmorata) located approximately 3.7 miles south and southwest of the project parcel near Root
Creek and Clark Mountain. There are no other known occurrences of special-status animal species
within 5 miles of the project parcel (Appendix C).
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1.2.3.2 SSS Plants

There are no known special-status plant species known from the project parcel (Appendix C). The
nearest known occurrence of special-status plant species is Seacoast ragwort (Packera bolanderi var.
bolanderi) located approximately 0.1 miles west of the project parcel along CA-36. The next nearest
known occurrence of special-status plant species is Coast fawn lily (Erythronium revolutum) located
approximately 0.5 miles southeast of the project parcel near Swain's Flat. The next nearest known
occurrences of special-status plant species are Howell's montia (Montia howellii) and Methuselah's
beard lichen (Usnea longissima) located approximately 0.6 miles northwest of the project parcel near
Grizzly Creek Redwoods State Park. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status plant
species is Maple-leaved checkerbloom (Sidalcea malachroides) located approximately 0.9 miles
southwest of the project parcel near the Chalk Mountains. The next nearest known occurrence of
special-status plant species is Running-pine (Lycopodium clavatum) located approximately 1.1 miles
southwest of the project parcel near Root Creek. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status
plant species is Northern clustered sedge (Carex arcta) located approximately 2.5 miles southwest of
the project parcel near Clark Mountain. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status plant
species is Siskiyou checkerbloom (Sidalcea malviflora ssp. patula) located approximately 3.0 miles
north of the project parcel near Stevens Creek. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status
plant species is Pacific gilia (Gilia capitata ssp. pacifica) located approximately 3.2 miles east of the
project parcel near Bridgeville. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status plant species is
White-flowered rein orchid (Piperia candida) located approximately 4.2 miles south of the project
parcel near Larabee Creek. The next nearest known occurrence of special-status plant species is Giant
fawn lily (Erythronium oregonum) located approximately 4.8 miles northeast of the project parcel
near Coyote Creek. There are no other known occurrences of special-status plant species within 5
miles of the project parcel.

1.2.4 Landforms & Water Features

The parcel consists of approximately 32 acres of mixed Redwood and Douglas Fir forest on the
northern slopes and floodplain forest on the southern flat portion of the parcel (Figure 2). The
maximum elevation of the parcel is 916 feet above sea level in the center of the northern parcel
boundary, and the minimum elevation is 393 feet above sea level along the southern parcel boundary
where it intersects with the floodplain of the Van Duzen River (Figure 3). The topography of the
parcel is steeply sloped in the north with grades between 20% and 50%, and moderately sloped in the
south with grades between 5% and 15%, as measured by Suunto PM5 handheld clinometer. There are
no jurisdictional watercourses onsite (Figure 3). There are also no potential wetlands identified at the
time of the survey near the potential cultivation areas, although a protocol-level wetland delineation
was not performed. There are no culvert crossings on the property required to reach the cultivation
area.

Hydrologically, the parcel receives water primarily from direct precipitation and from subsurface
water flowing south from the ridge top (Figure 2). Water infiltrates and percolates to the south as non-
channelized subsurface flow due to the steep and densely vegetated slopes (Figure 5). Eventually,
water enters the drainage of the Van Duzen River. After exiting the parcel water flows offsite to the
west for 20 miles before the confluence with the Eel River. From the confluence, the Eel River flows
north and west for another 12 miles before emptying into the Pacific Ocean near Fortuna.
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1.2.5 Existing Structures

A metal gate (Figure 7) provides access to the packed earth and gravel access road that is in fair
condition (Figure 6). There is one existing permanent residence onsite, and three outbuildings or
garages. There is one residence (Figure 4), the proposed current cultivation area that currently
contains a dilapidated hoop-house (Figure 9), a well, HDPE water storage tank (Figure 8), and storage
shed, all located in the first developed pad you encounter driving east into the property (Figure 3).
The residence here also contains a pit type septic system and leach field, as reported to PEC by the
resident. Continuing along the access road east you decrease in elevation and after approximately
0.15 miles you reach a second cleared area that contains an outbuilding (Figure 11) and a second
cultivation area that is not in use (Figure 10). There are several other trailers and vehicles onsite but
no other built structures.

1.2.6 Regional Land Uses

Land uses in the vicinity of the project parcel are primarily private timber land, rural residences, and
several state parks including Grizzly Creek Redwoods SP and Humboldt Redwoods SP. Further to the
east is Trinity County and the Six Rivers National Forest (SRNF) land managed for mixed uses
including timber harvest, recreation, and wilderness. The remainder of the private lands are rural
residential parcels, with pastureland in the valley bottoms, and scattered Cannabis cultivation farms
on south facing slopes. In all directions from the parcel the terrain continues to be steep and densely
forested with Carlotta to the west, Redcrest to the east, Korbel to the north, and Mad River to the
south (Figure 1).

1.3 METHODS

1.3.1 Records Search & Literature Review

Based on a review of the literature and relevant databases, we compiled a list of special-status plant
and animal species that are known to occur within Humboldt County, or that occupy habitats that are
known to be present on or near the project site (Appendix A). Sources of information referenced
include the California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB 2020), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Environmental Conservation Online
System (USFWS 2020), the California Native Plants Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Vascular Plants of California (CNPS 2019), the CDFW Habitat Relationships System
(HRS), and the knowledge of PEC staff familiar with the species and habitats of Humboldt County.

Additional information on sensitive habitats including wetlands was obtained from the USFWS
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI 2019), and the County of Humboldt Geographic Information
System Portal (Humboldt Co. 2019). Plant species included here are state or federal endangered or
threatened species, and/or considered rare by CDFW, and/or are recognized as special-status species
(SSS) by CNPS or CDFW. Animal species included here are designated as State or Federally
Endangered or Threatened, and/or CDFW species of special concern (SSC), and/or CDFW fully
protected species (FPS). In addition, nests of most native bird species, regardless of their regulatory
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status, are protected from take or harassment under the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and
relevant sections of the California Fish & Game Code.

1.3.2 Field Surveys

A wildlife and botanical survey was conducted at the site on December 13, 2019. The weather was
lightly raining, overcast, and still at the time of the survey, that began at approximately 2:00 PM. The
temperature at the start of the survey was 62 degF, relative humidity was 67%, and wind gust speed
was 0-2 mph, as measured with Kestrel 3000 handheld weather station. Approximately 3" of rain fell
the preceding two months, and most vegetation was green and some annual species were already
flowering. Most species also still had identifiable flowering parts from the previous year. Due to the
temperature and seasonal conditions, animal activity was moderately low at the time of the survey.

Starting with the central portion of the property closest to the proposed cultivation area, the entire
project site was surveyed on foot by PEC Senior Biologist Dr. Christopher T. DiVittorio, recording
the location and identity of all plant and animal species encountered. Plant voucher specimens were
taken of any species that were not identifiable in the field, and that were not likely to be special-
status. The vast majority of species were identifiable at the time of the survey, although some had to
be identified based on vegetative parts. Photographs and voucher specimens were taken of any plants
that were identified solely based on vegetative characters.

The field survey was conducted by dividing the outdoor portions of the parcel into zones and
cataloging all of the species found in each zone. Each zone was surveyed by walking in parallel lines
until the whole zone was covered. Notes were also taken in each zone documenting the general site
characteristics and current land uses, as well as any surface erosional features that may require
remediation. Botanical specimens were taken back to the laboratory for identification if identification
was not possible in the field. If species were not flowering at the time of the survey and
morphological characteristics indicated that the species may be special-status, notes were made for a
follow-up visit. Birds and nests were identified by call and with binoculars. Vocalizations, scat,
tracks, feathers, burrows, nests, and molts were used for identification of animals present onsite. Any
onsite aquatic habitats were observed for a minimum of ten minutes without movement in order to
observe animals that may hide when approached.
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2.0 RESULTS

2.1 NATURAL COMMUNITIES IN THE EVALUATION AREA

Using field surveys, a review of published literature, and the knowledge of PEC staff, all of the
natural communities present on and around the project site were assessed. Regionally, the dominant
vegetation type is Redwood and Douglas Fir forest on ridge tops and south-facing slopes. Light
development successional grassland and riparian forest on valley bottoms and along major rivers.
Valley bottoms exhibit grassland and hardwood riparian forest near watercourses although neither of
these habitats exists onsite (Figure 4). In all directions in the immediate vicinity of the project parcel
the terrain is hilly and densely vegetated, with scattered ranches and rural residences and timber
production lands (Figure 5).

2.2 NATURAL COMMUNITIES WITHIN THE PROJECT SITE

The onsite communities consist of closed-canopy Redwood and Douglas Fir forest in the north,
transitioning to moderately sloped successional riparian floodplain forest and old-field grassland in
the south (Figure 2). There are no jurisdictional watercourses onsite, however there is a depression
that runs along the toe of slope that has some features consistent with a channel, however after
examination of aerial photographs it is apparent this is a channel created by historic flooding perhaps
during the 1964 flood and does not currently convey flowing water. There were no potential wetlands
and no special soil types such as serpentine or hardpan visible at the time of the survey. The specific
community descriptions below are organized based on the zones that were surveyed, and the floristic
results presented in Appendix B. We have used as guidance the Manual of California Vegetation
(Sawyer et al. 2009) to guide community classification. Overall, the parcel consists of approximately
75% mixed Redwood and Douglas fir forest, and 15% successional forest, and 10% developed and
old-field (Figure 3).

2.2.1 Mixed Redwood-Douglas Fir Forest

The majority of the parcel is dominated by mixed stands of Redwood, Douglas Fir, and various
species of oaks that exhibit a continuous canopy with a woody understory of shade-tolerant species.
Tree species in this habitat include Coast redwood (Sequoiah sempervirens) to 24" diameter-at-breast-
height (DBH), Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) to 24" DBH, California bay (Umbellularia
californica) to 20" DBH, Black oak (Quercus kelloggii) to 18" DBH, Bigleaf maple (Acer
macrophyllum) to 12" DBH, green acacia (4Acacia dealbata) to 12" DBH, Oregon oak (Quercus
garryana) to 10" DBH, and Incense cedar (Calocedrus decurrens) to 8" DBH. Understory species
include poison oak (Toxicodendron diversilobium), tanoak (Notholithocarpus densiflorus), toyon
(Heteromeles arbutifolia), mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus betuloides), scrub oak (Quercus
dumosa), hoary manzanita (Arctostaphylos canescens), whiteleaf manzanita (Arctostaphylos viscida),
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buck brush (Ceanothus cuneatus), deerbrush (Ceanothus integerrimus), evergreen buckthorn
(Rhamnus ilicifolia), narrow-leaved sword fern (Polystichum imbricans), Douglas' iris ({ris
douglasii), Hall's bentgrass (Agrostis hallii), common ladyfern (Athyrium filix-femina), sweet pea
(Lathyrus latifolius),

2.2.2 Old-Field & Disturbed Areas

Species in the grassland and disturbed old-field portions of the site are dominated by non-native and
early-successional species. Woody species include coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), mountain mint
(Monardella odoratissima), French broom (Genista monspessulana), cut-leaved blackberry (Rubus
laciniatus), and Yerba Santa (Eriodictyon californicum). Herbaceous non-native species include
dogstail grass (Cynosurus echinatus), old witch grass (Panicum capillare), wild oatgrass (4dvena
barbata), ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), hairgrass (dira caryophyllea), orchardgrass (Dactylus
glomerata), medusahead (Elymus caput-medusae), rattlesnake grass (Briza major), soft chess
(Bromus hordeaceous), Queen Anne's lace (Daucus carota), smooth cat's ear (Hypochaeris glabra),
shamrock clover (Trifolium dubium), English plantain (Plantago lanceolata), Italian thistle (Carduus
pycnocephalus), spring vetch (Vicia sativa), prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola), bull thistle (Cirsium
vulgare), spiny sowthistle (Sonchus asper), sheep sorrel (Rumex acetocella), field bindweed
(Convolvulus arvensis), field hedge-nettle (Stachys arvensis), Fuller's teasel (Dipsacus fullonum),
turkey-mullein (Croton setiger), field parsley (Torilis nodosa), yellow star thistle (Centaurea
solstitialis), crane's bill filaree (Erodium botrys), sheep sorrel (Rumex acetocella), yellow sweetclover
(Melilotus officinalis), common geranium (Geranium molle), rose clover (Trifolium hirtum),
Klamathweed (Hypericum perfoliata), wild radish (Raphanus sativa), black mustard (Brassica nigra),
Canada horseweed (Erigeron canadensis), variable-leaved pepperweed (Lepidium heterophyllum) and
large-fruited lomatium (Lomatium macrocarpum). Native herbaceous species include blue fescue
(Festuca idahoensis), squirreltail grass (Elymus elymoides), Northern wheatgrass (Elymus
lanceolatus), blue wildrye (Elymus glaucus), Chinook brome (Bromus laevipes), silver bush lupine
(Lupinus albifrons), miner's lettuce (Claytonia perfoliata), bitter cress (Cardamine californica),
common bedstraw (Galium aparine), Western verbena (Verbena lasiostachys), lowland cudweed
(Gnaphalium palustre), whiteleaf navarretia (Navarretia intertexta), narrow-leaved mule ears
(Wyethia angustifolia), small-flower western flax (Hesperolinon micranthum), and common yarrow
(Achillea millefolium).

2.2.3 Riparian Corridor & Floodplain

Species in the riparian corridor of the Van Duzen River are primarily disturbance-adapted species and
early successional species including common riparian trees such as Pacific willow (Salix lasiandra),
white alder (4/nus rhombifolia), Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia). Hydrophilic shrubs included Sierra
gooseberry (Ribes roezlii), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), whitebark raspberry (Rubus
leucodermis), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), creek clematis (Clematis ligusticifolia), and wood
rose (Rosa gymnocarpa). Other subdominant species in the riparian corridor habitat includes curly
dock (Rumex crispus), nut sedge (Cyperus eragrostis), vinca (Vinca major), common horsetail
(Equisetum arvense), bog rush (Juncus patens), torrent sedge (Carex nudata), ample-leaved sedge
(Carex amplifolia), pennyroyal (Mentha pulegium), nut sedge (Cyperus eragrostis), rabbitsfoot grass
(Polypogon monspeliensis), Hyssop loosestrife (Lythrum hyssopifolia), common bedstraw (Galium
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aparine), rock phacelia (Phacelia egena), narrowleaf milkweed (4sclepias fascicularis), naked-
stemmed buckwheat (Eriogonum nudum), spearmint (Mentha spicata), common cowparsnip
(Heracleum maximum), and mugwort (Artemesia douglasiana).

2.3 WILDLIFE

Wildlife activity was moderately low due to the weather and season. Animal species observed onsite
include acorn woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus), black phoebe (Sayornis nigricans), Western
scrub jay (Adphelocoma californica), California quail (Callipepla californica), crow (Corvus
brachyrhynchos), turkey vulture (Cathartes aura), excavation mounds of Botta's pocket gopher
(Thomomys bottae), scat of California black bear (Ursus americanus californiensis), scat of Mule
deer (Odocoileus hemionus), and scat of black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus).

2.4 WETLANDS & STREAMS

There are no locations identified at the time of the survey that qualify as jurisdictional watercourses
(Appendix E) that either pass within 200 feet of the cultivation areas or roadways. No watercourses
cross the roadways on the parcel and there are no culverts onsite, however there is one recently
replaced and engineered culvert crossing further north offsite on the road leading to the property.
Despite the rain at the time of the survey there were no locations that were discharging sediment or
transporting sediment due to the steep and densely vegetated hillslope. The litter and fern layer
largely precludes the formation of erosional features even though the slope is steep and this area
receives a substantial amount of precipitation. There are also no potential wetlands or other waters of
the US observed onsite at the time of the survey in the vicinity of the cultivation areas or near the
roadways. The floodplain and old-field areas area also too well-drained to maintain vernal pool
features or to retain surface water beyond a day during rain events. Despite these observations, a
protocol-level wetland delineation was not performed.

2.5 SOILS & LOCAL GEOMORPHOLOGY

The parent materials on the project parcel are typical of eastern Humboldt County, with densely
vegetated canyons cut into erodible metasedimentary bedrock by large rain-fed rivers (USGS 2017).
The northern portion of the project site including the west cultivation area (Figure 9) is mapped as
well-drained Canoecreek-Sproulish-Redwohly complex (#572), 50% to 75% slopes, with lesser
proportions of Redwoodhouse (8%), and Briceland (5%) soil types. This complex typically exhibits
hydric soil proportion of 0%, has available water storage of 12.25 cm, is not prone to flooding, and is
classified as not prime farmland. The southeast tip of the parcel including the east cultivation area
(Figure 10) is mapped as Grizzlycree-Chaddcreek complex (#181), 2% to 9% slopes, with lesser
proportions of Cottoneva (5%), Eelriver (5%), Redwoodhouse (3%) and Yagercreek (2%) soils. There
are no serpentine or other ultramafic rock types onsite and no serpentine derived soils. There are no
alkalai or vernal pool soil types onsite.
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3.0 SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS

No special-status plant species were observed during the surveys performed at the site in December
2019. No impacts are predicted for any of the special-status plant species discussed in Appendix A
based on lack of actual sightings, and lack of suitable habitat in the proposed project areas. Proposed
activities are largely limited to the previously developed hoop-house areas in the western portion of
the site and are not proposing to remove trees or impact riparian habitat. There are no wetlands,
riparian zones, serpentine outcrops, vernal pools, or other sensitive habitat types near the proposed
project areas. The project involves repurposing the dilapidated hoop-house and no native vegetation
or sensitive species or habitats exist in or around the hoop-houses. Continued use of the residences
and road should have no impact on sensitive plant species or habitats due to the lack of wetland
vegetation or culvert or other water crossings on the way to the cultivation area, and no wetlands or
other sensitive habitats identified in the activity areas surrounding the hoop-houses.

No special-status animal species were observed during the surveys performed at the site in December
2019. No impacts are predicted for any of the special-status animal species discussed in Appendix A
due to the lack of actual observations and lack of suitable habitat near the proposed project areas.
There are no trees proposed to be removed as part of this project and we recommend no trees be
allowed to be removed and no wires strung across open air higher than 5 feet due to the presence of
Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled Murrelet in the vicinity (Appendices C & E). No impacts are
predicted for NSO despite occurrences nearby due to the lack of tree removal and lack of closed
canopy coniferous forest in and around the hoop-houses. The habitat proposed for cultivation is also
not prime habitat for estivating amphibians due to the lack of cracks or burrows in the grassland near
the proposed cultivation area. Despite this, NSO may transit across or forage in the parcel, and there
are occurrences of FYLF within 1 mile of the site in the Van Duzen River, thus we suggest that
avoidance measures for NSO and estivating amphibians are followed as described in Appendix H.
Due the potential for NSO to exist near the project area we recommend the avoidance measures
specific to breeding birds provided in Appendix H to be followed.

No erosion or sediment discharge issues were identified at the time of the survey and none are
anticipated pending the approval of final plans as long as Applicant adheres to the BMPs in Appendix
D and all applicable regulations from the County of Humboldt and the North Coast Regional Water
Quality Control Board. There are no locations identified at the time of the survey that are actively
discharging sediment into any jurisdictional waterways despite the rain at the time of the survey.
There are also no jurisdictional watercourses or culverts on the property. This is due to the steep and
densely vegetated hillslope, with a dense litter and fern layer that largely precludes the formation of
erosional features, as is typical in Redwood forests. There were also no wetland or other waters of the
US observed onsite, however a protocol-level wetland delineation was not performed. Some surface
rills are observed on some sections of roadway, and routine annual resurfacing or installation of water
bars is recommended. All revegetation activities in the future for both temporary and permanent
grading should use only native species, or sterile wheat if no other sources of local genotypes are
available.

11





PINECREST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
JANUARY 2020 APN 207-086-004
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

4.0 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

4.1 FEDERAL ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has jurisdiction over federally-listed threatened and
endangered species under the federal Endangered Species Act (FESA). The USFWS also maintains a
list of 'proposed’ species and candidate species that are not legally protected under the FESA, but are
often included in their review of a project as they may become listed in the near future. The FESA
protects listed animal species from harm or "take" which is broadly defined as to harass, harm,
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, collect, or attempt to engage in any such conduct. Take
can also include habitat modification or degradation that results in death or injury to a listed species.
An activity can be defined as a "take" even if it is unintentional or accidental. Listed plant species are
provided less protection than listed wildlife species. Listed plant species are legally protected from
take under FESA if they occur on federal lands. Pursuant to the requirements of the FESA, a federal
agency reviewing a proposed project within its jurisdiction must determine whether any federally-
listed threatened or endangered species (plants and animals) may be present in the project area and
determine whether the proposed project may affect such species. Any activities that could result in the
take of a federally-listed species will require formal consultation with the USFWS.

4.2 CALIFORNIA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) protects any plant or animal listed or proposed for
listing as rare (plants only), threatened, or endangered. In accordance with the CESA, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has jurisdiction over state-listed species (California Fish
and Wildlife Code 2070). Take of state-listed species requires a permit from CDFW, which is granted
only under strictly limited circumstances. Additionally, the CDFW maintains lists of "species of
special concern" that are defined as animal species that appear to be vulnerable to extinction because
of declining populations, limited ranges, and/or continuing threats. Pursuant to the requirements of
CESA, an agency reviewing a proposed project within its jurisdiction must determine whether any
state-listed or proposed endangered or threatened species may be present in the project area and
determine whether the proposed project may result in a significant impact on such species.

4.3 CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

Section 15380(b) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines provides that a
species not listed on the federal or state list of protected species may be considered rare or endangered
if the species can be shown to meet certain specified criteria. These criteria have been modeled after
the definitions in FESA and CESA and the section of the California Fish and Wildlife Code dealing
with rare or endangered plants or animals. This section was included in the guidelines primarily to
deal with situations in which a public agency is reviewing a project that may have a significant effect
on a species that has not yet been listed by either the USFWS or CDFW. Thus, CEQA provides an
agency with the ability to protect a species from a project's potential impacts, if it finds that the
species meets the criteria of a threatened or endangered species.
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4.4 CLEAN WATER ACT

Under Section 404 of the federal Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is
responsible for regulating the discharge of fill material into waters of the United States. Waters of the
U.S. and their lateral limits are defined in 33 CFR Part 328.3 (a) and include streams that are tributary
to navigable waters and their adjacent wetlands. Wetlands that are not adjacent to waters of the U.S.
are termed "isolated wetlands" and, depending on the circumstances, may also be subject to Corps
jurisdiction. In general, a Corps permit must be obtained before placing fill in wetlands or other
waters of the U.S. The type of permit depends on the acreage involved and the purpose of the
proposed fill. Minor amounts of fill are sometimes covered by Nationwide Permits, which were
established to streamline the permit process for projects with "minimal" impacts on wetlands or other
waters of the U.S. An Individual Permit is required for projects that result in more than a minimal
impact on jurisdictional areas. The Individual Permit process requires evidence that fill of
jurisdictional areas has been minimized to the extent "practicable" and provides an opportunity for
public review of the project.

4.5 CALIFORNIA WATER QUALITY REGULATORY PROGRAMS

Pursuant to Section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act and the state's Porter-Cologne Act, projects
that are regulated by the Corps must obtain water quality certification from the Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB). This certification ensures that the project will uphold state water
quality standards. The RWQCB sometimes asserts jurisdiction over wetlands that the Corps does not
(e.g. certain isolated wetlands) and may impose mitigation requirements even if the Corps does not.
The CDFW also exerts jurisdiction over the bed and banks of watercourses and water bodies
according to provisions of Section 1601to1603 of the Fish and Wildlife Code. The Fish and Wildlife
Code requires a Stream Alteration Agreement for the fill or removal of material within the bed and
banks of a watercourse or water body.
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FIGURE 1: REGIONAL LOCATION

SOURCES: CDFW
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FIGURE 2: 40 FOOT CONTOURS
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FIGURE 3: SITE SCHEMATIC & WATER FEATURES
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FIGURE 4: PHOTOGRAPH OF RESIDENCE
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FIGURE 5: PHOTOGRAPH OF REDWOOD FOREST

s J
Pinecrest
Environmental
Consulting
(07657 5% oGprece e

5627 Telograph Ave, Ste. 420 | 105 Morris St Suite 184
Oakland. CA94609 Sobastopol CA95472

SOURCES: PEC Inc.

APN 207-086-004
Humboldt County, California

19





PINECREST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
JANUARY 2020 APN 207-086-004
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

FIGURE 6: PHOTOGRAPH OF ACCESS ROAD
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FIGURE 7: PHOTOGRAPH OF GATE

Pinecrest
Environmental
Consulting
T S0 oG
s Sebantopol Ch5347
APN 207-086-004
SOURCES: PEC Inc. Humboldt County, California

21





PINECREST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
JANUARY 2020 APN 207-086-004
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

FIGURE 8: PHOTOGRAPH OF WATER STORAGE
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FIGURE 9: PHOTOGRAPH OF CULTIVATION AREA A
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FIGURE 10: PHOTOGRAPH OF CULTIVTION AREA B
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FIGURE 11: PHOTOGRAPH OF OUTBUILDING
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APPENDIX A: SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES CONSIDERED

The following is a list of special-status plant and animal species generated based on knowledge of the
species and habitats of Humboldt County by PEC staff, from various State and Federal databases, and
from the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). Known occurrences within 5 miles of the

project site are shown in bold.

Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
LANTS
Baker's navarretia —/—/1B.1 Vernal pools, riparian None: No vernal pools exist on the
(Navarretia leucocephala ssp. woodland project parcel.
bakeri)
Bald Mountain milk vetch —/—/2B.3 Foothill woodland Very Low: Some suitable woodland
(Astragalus umbraticus) habitat exists onsite.
Beaked tracyina —/—/1B.2 Valley grassland, foothill Very Low: No suitable grassland habitat
(Tracyina rostrata) woodland exists onsite.
Blushing wild buckwheat —/—/1B.2 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Eriogonum ursinum var. erubescens) exists on the project parcel.
Brandegee's eriastrum —/—/1B.1 Chaparral None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Eriastrum brandegeeae) exists onsite.
Brownish beaked-rush —/—/2B.2 Freshwater marsh, riparian Low: No suitable wetland habitat exists
(Rhynchospora capitellata) onsite.
California globe mallow —/—/1B.2 Forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(lliamna latibracteata) onsite.
Canyon Creek stonecrop —/—/1B.3 Rock outcrops, yellow pine Very Low: No suitable rock outcrop
(Sedum obtusatum ssp. paradisum) forest habitat exists onsite.
Coast fawn lily —/—/2B.2 Forest, riparian Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
(Erythronium revolutum) exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 0.5
miles SE of the parcel near Swain's
Flat.
Del Norte County Iris —/—/4.3 Serpentine None: No suitable serpentine habitat

(Iris innominata)

exists onsite.
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Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Dimorphic snapdragon —/—/4.3 Serpentine, chaparral None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Antirrhinum subcordatum) exists onsite.
Dudley's rush —/—/2B.3 Freshwater wetland Low: No suitable wetland habitat exists
(Juncus dudleyr) onsite.
Dwarf soaproot —/—/1B.2 Serpentine chaparral None: No suitable serpentine chaparral
(Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. habitat exists onsite.
minus)
Elmer's lupine —/—/1B.2 Coniferous forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Lupinus elmeri) onsite.
English peak greenbrier —/—/4.2 Forest, riparian Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Smilax jamesii) onsite.
Gasquet rose —/—/1B.3 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine outcrop
(Rosa gymnocarpa var. serpentina) habitat exists onsite.
Giant (Mahogany) fawn lily —/—/2B.2 Redwood forest, riparian Medium: Some suitable redwood
(Erythronium revolutum) forest habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 4.8 miles NE of the
parcel near Coyote Creek.
Glandular western flax —/—/1B.2 Chaparral None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Hesperolinon adenophyllum) exists onsite.
Grassleaf water plantain —/—/2B.2 Wetland, riparian None: No suitable natural pond habitat
(Alisma gramineum) exists onsite.
Great burnet —/—/2B.2 Serpentine wetlands None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Sanguisorba officinalis) exists onsite.
Greene's narrow-leaved daisy —/—/1B.2 Serpentine grassland None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Erigeron greenei) exists onsite.
Heckner's lewisia —/—/1B.2 Rock outcrops, pine forest Very Low: No suitable rocky outcrop
(Lewisia cotyledon var. hecknerr) habitat exists onsite.
Howell's montia —/—/2B.2 Vernal pools, wetlands Low: Some marginally suitable habitat
(Montia howellii) exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 0.8
miles W of the parcel near Grizzly
Creek Redwoods SP.
Humboldt County milk vetch —/—/1B.1 Mixed coniferous forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists

(Astragalus agnicidus)

onsite.
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Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Jepson's dodder —/—/1B.2 Parasitic plant Very Low: Some suitable host plants
(Cuscuta jepsonii) known from the project parcel.
Jepson's leptosiphon —/—/1B.2 Chaparral, serpentine None: No suitable serpentine chaparral
(Leptosiphon jepsonii) grassland habitat exists onsite.
Jepson's milk-vetch —/—/1B.2 Chaparral, serpentine None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Astragalus rattanii var. jepsonianus) grassland exists onsite.
Klamath arnica —/—/4.3 Serpentine None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Arnica spathulata) exists onsite.
Klamath mountain catchfly —/—/1B.2 Alpine, yellow-pine forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Silene salmonacea) onsite.
Konocti manzanita —/—/1B.3 Chaparral, foothill None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Arctostaphylos manzanita ssp. woodland exists onsite.
elegans)
Lemon colored fawn lily —/—/1B.3 Serpentine, yellow pine None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Erythronium citrinum) forest exists onsite.
Little-leaved huckleberry —/—/2B.2 Subalpine forest Very Low: No suitable subalpine forest
(Vaccinium scoparium) habitat exists onsite.
Mad River fleabane daisy —/—/1B.2 Grasslands, coniferous Low: No suitable grassland habitat exists
(Erigeron maniopotamicus) forest onsite.
Maple-leaved checkerbloom —/—/4.2 Coastal prairie, coniferous | Low: Some marginally suitable habitat
(Sidalcea malachroides) forest exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 0.9
miles SW of the parcel near Chalk
Mountains.
Marsh checkerbloom —/—/1B.2 Freshwater wetland, riparian | None: No suitable riparian habitat exists
(Sidalcea oregana ssp. hydrophila) onsite.
Milo Baker's lupine —/—/1B.1 Foothill woodland, valley Very Low: No suitable grassland habitat
(Lupinus milo-bakert) grassland exists onsite.
Niles' harmonia —/—/1B.1 Serpentine, yellow pine None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Harmonia doris-nilesiae) forest exists onsite.
Northern Clustered (Bear) sedge —/—/2B.2 Wetlands Low: No suitable wetland habitat

(Carex arcta)

exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 2.5
miles SW of the parcel near Clark
Mountain.
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Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Northern meadow sedge —/—/2B.2 Coastal prairie, wetlands Very Low: No suitable wetland habitat
(Carex praticola) exists onsite.
Nuttall's ribbon-leaved pondweed —/—/2B.2 Freshwater wetlands None: No suitable natural pond habitat
(Potamogeton epihydrus) exists onsite.
Oregon fireweed —/—/1B.2 Coastal scrub, yellow pine Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Epilobium oreganum) forest onsite.
Oregon goldthread —/—/4.2 Forest, wetland Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Coptis laciniata) onsite.
Oregon rockcress —/—/4.3 Chaparral, yellow pine Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Arabis oregana) forest onsite.
Oval-leaved viburnum —/—/2B.3 Chaparral None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Viburnum ellipticum) exists onsite.
Pacific gilia —/—/1B.2 Coastal grassland, wet Low: No suitable wet meadow habitat
(Gilia capitata spp. pacifica) meadow exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 3.2
miles E of the parcel near Bridgeville.
Pale yellow stonecrop —/—/4.3 Serpentine outcrops Low: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Sedum laxum ssp. flavidum) exists onsite.
Pink-margined monkeyflower —/—/1B.3 Forests, grasslands Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Erythranthe trinitiensis) onsite.
Pinnate-leaved navarretia —/—/4.3 Chaparral None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Navarretia linearifolia ssp. exists onsite.
pinnatisecta)
Porcupine sedge —/—/2B.1 Wetland, riparian Very Low: No suitable wetland habitat
(Carex hystericina) exists onsite.
Regel's rush —/—/2B.3 Freshwater wetland, riparian | Very Low: No suitable wetland habitat
(Juncus regelii) exists onsite.
Rincon manzanita —/—/4.3 Chaparral None: No suitable chaparral habitat
(Arctostaphylos canescens ssp. exists onsite.
sonomensis)
Running Pine (Clubmoss) —/—/4.1 Douglas Fir forest, Medium: Some suitable forest habitat

(Lycopodium clavatum)

wetland

exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 1.1
miles SW of the parcel near Root
Creek.
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Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Seacoast (Bolander's) ragwort —/—/2B.2 Coastal scrub, wetlands Low: No suitable wetland habitat
(Packera bolanderi var. bolanderi) exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 0.1
miles W of the parcel near CA-36.
Serpentine cryptantha —/—/1B.2 Serpentine chaparral None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Cryptantha dissita) exists onsite.
Serpentine rockcress —/—/1B.3 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Boechera serpenticola) exists onsite.
Shasta chaenactis —/—/1B.3 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine outcrop
(Chaenactis suffrutescens) habitat exists onsite.
Siskiyou checkerbloom —/—/1B.2 Wetland, grassland Low: Some marginally suitable habitat
(Sidalcea malviflora spp. patula) exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 3.0
miles N of the parcel near Stevens
Creek.
Siskiyou fireweed —/—/1B.3 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Epilobium siskiyouense) exists onsite.
Siskiyou onion —/—/4.3 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Allium siskiyouense) exists onsite.
Small-flowered calycadenia —/—/1B.2 Foothill grassland Low: Some marginally suitable grassland
(Calycadenia micrantha) habitat onsite.
Small groundcone —/—/2B.3 Forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Kopsiopsis hookeri) onsite.
South Fork Mountain lupine —/—/1B.2 Coniferous forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Lupinus elmeri) onsite.
Stebbins' harmonia —/—/1B.2 Serpentine outcrops None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Harmonia stebbinsii) exists onsite.
The Lassics sandwort —/—/1B.2 Coniferous forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Sabulina decumbens) onsite.
Thread-leaved beardtongue —/—/1B.3 Serpentine clearings None: No suitable serpentine habitat
(Penstemon filiformis) exists onsite.
Tracy's beardtongue —/—/1B.3 Coniferous forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Penstemon tracyr) onsite.
Tracy's eriastrum —/—/3.2 Clearings in yellow pine Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists

(Eriastrum tracyi)

forest, grasslands

onsite.
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Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Tracy's sanicle —/—/4.2 Serpentine, yellow pine Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Sanicula tracyi) forest onsite.
Umpqua green-gentian —/—/2B.2 Pine forest, chaparral Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists

(Frasera umpquaensis)

onsite.

Water howellia —/—/2B.2 Freshwater marshes
(Howellia aquatilis)

Very Low: No suitable marsh habitat
exists in the project area.

Watershield —/—/2B.3 Pond, wetland
(Brasenia schreberi)

None: No suitable pond habitat exists in
the project area.

Wayside aster —/—/1B.2 Douglas fir forest
(Eucephalus vialis)

Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
onsite.

White beaked-rush —/—/2B.2 Wetlands, riparian
(Rhynchospora alba)

None: No suitable wetland habitat exists
onsite.

White-flowered rein orchid —/—/1B.2 Yellow pine forest Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
(Piperia candida) exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 4.2
miles S of the parcel near Larabee
Creek.
Woolly meadowfoam —/—/4.2 Vernal pools, freshwater None: No suitable wetland habitat exists
(Limnanthes floccosa ssp. floccosa) wetlands onsite.

MOSSES, LICHENS & LIVERWORTS

Angel's hair lichen —/—/2B.1 Old growth conifer and Low: Some woodland habitat exists
(Ramalina thrausta) hardwood forests onsite.
Buxbaumia moss —/—/2B.2 Forest, woodland Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists

(Buxbaumia viridis)

onsite.

Coastal triquetrella —/—/1B.2 Forest, woodland
(Triguetrella californica)

Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
onsite.

Elongate copper moss —/—/4.3 Conifer forests
(Mielichhoferia elongata)

Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
onsite.

Flagella-like atractylocarpus —/—/2B.2 Forest, riparian
(Campylopodiella stenocarpa)

Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
onsite.
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Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Methuselah's beard lichen —/—/4.2 Old growth conifer and High: Some suitable forest habitat
(Usnea longissima) hardwood forests exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 0.6
miles NW of the parcel near Grizzly
Peak Redwoods SP.
Pacific fuzzwort —/—/4.3 Woodland, riparian Low: No suitable riparian habitat exists
(Ptilidium californicum) onsite.
Slender silver moss —/—/4.2 Rocky substrates in forests Low: Some marginally suitable forest
(Anomobryum julaceum) habitat exists onsite.
Torren's grimmia —/—/1B.3 Forest, woodland Low: Some marginally suitable habitat
(Grimmia torenii) exists onsite.
FISH
Chinook Salmon FT/SE/— Freshwater streams, open None: No suitable stream habitat exists
Upper Klamath/Trinity River ESU ocean and estuaries onsite.
Population 30
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)
Coho Salmon FE/SE/— Freshwater streams, open None: No suitable stream habitat exists
Central California Coast ESU ocean and estuaries onsite.
Population 4
(Oncorhynchus kisutch)
Steelhead FT/—/— Freshwater streams, open None: No suitable stream habitat exists
Summer Run, Population 36 ocean and estuaries onsite.
(Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus)

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES

Del Norte salamander
(Plethodon elongatus)

—/SSC/— Forest, riparian

Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
onsite.

Foothill yellow-legged frog
(Rana boylii)

—/SSC/— Wetlands, riparian,

streams and ponds

Medium: Some suitable estivation
habitat exists onsite. No suitable
breeding habitat onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 1.6 miles NW of the
project parcel in Grizzly Creek
Redwoods SP.

Northern red-legged frog
(Rana aurora)

—/SSC/— Seasonal ponds, streams,

wetlands

Very Low: No suitable breeding
habitat exists onsite. Some estivation
habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 1.9 miles SW of the
parcel in the Chalk Mountains.

32






PINECREST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING

JANUARY 2020

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
APN 207-086-004
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Taxon Status’ Habitat Potential to Occur Within the
Fed/State/CNPS Project Area
Pacific tailed frog —/SSC/— Woodland streams, riparian | Medium: No suitable breeding habitat
(Ascaphus truer) corridors exists onsite. Some marginal estivation
habitat exists onsite.
Red bellied newt —/SSC/— Woodland streams, riparian [ None: No suitable stream habitat exists
(Taricha rivularis) corridors onsite.
Southern Torrent salamander —/SSC/— Coniferous forests near Low: Some suitable forest habitat
(Rhyacotriton variegatus) streams exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 1.6
miles NW of the project parcel in
Grizzly Creek Redwoods SP.
Western pond turtle —/SSC/— Slow-moving creeks, Low: No suitable pond habitat exists
(Emys marmorata) streams, ponds, rivers, onsite although Van Duzen River is
ditches nearby and animals may migrate
onsite accidentally. Nearest occurrence
is 3.7 miles W of the parcel near Root
Creek.
INVERTEBRATES
Briggs' leptonetid spider —/SSC/— Caves, leaf litter, rock Low: Some suitable habitat exists onsite.
(Calileptoneta briggsi) outcrops
California floater —/SSC/— Freshwater ponds, streams None: No suitable stream habitat exists
(Anodonta californiensis) onsite.
California linderiella —/SSC/— Vernal pools None: No vernal pool habitat exists
(Linderiella occidentalis) onsite.
Crotch bumble bee —/SSC/— Grassland and chaparral Low: No suitable grassland habitat exists
(Bombus crotchii) onsite.
Leech's chaetarthrian water scavenger —/SSC/— Freshwater streams None: No suitable stream habitat exists
beetle onsite.
(Chaetarthria leechi)
Leech's skyline diving beetle —/SSC/— Freshwater ponds None: No suitable pond habitat exists
(Hydroporus leechi) onsite.
Natural Bridge megomphix —/SSC/— Pine forests Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
(Megomphix californicus) exists onsite.
Obscure bumble bee —/SSC/— Grassland, foothill Very Low: No suitable grassland habitat
(Bombus caliginosus) woodland, chaparral exists onsite.
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Oregon floater —/SSC/— High order freshwater None: No suitable stream habitat exists
(Anodonta oregonensis) streams onsite.
Ricksecker's water scavenger beetle —/SSC/— Freshwater ponds None: No suitable pond habitat exists
(Hydrochara rickseckeri) onsite.
Tehama chaparral —/SSC/— Moist forests Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Trilobopsis tehamana) onsite.
Trinity bristle snail —/ST/— Riparian forests Very Low: Some suitable forest habitat
(Monadenia infumata setosa) exists onsite.
Trinity shoulderband —/SSC/— Grassland, forest Low: Some suitable forest habitat exists
(Helminthoglypta talmadger) onsite.
Western bumblebee —/SSC/— Grassland Medium: Some suitable grassland
(Bombus occidentalis) habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 3.2 miles E of the parcel
near Bridgeville.
Wawona riffle beetle —/SSC/— Low gradient streams None: No suitable stream habitat exists
(Atractelmis wawona) onsite.
BIRDS
American perigrine falcon —/SSC/— Forages in open Low: Some suitable nesting and
(Falco peregrinus anatum) grasslands, nests in trees foraging habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is as close as 0.1 miles W of
the parcel, located somewhere in the
Redcrest USGS 7.5 minute quad.
Bald eagle —/SSC/— Forages over open lakes and | Very Low: No suitable foraging or
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) streams nesting habitat exists onsite.
Bank swallow FE/SE/— Typically found near lakes | None: No suitable stream habitat
(Riparia riparia) and streams exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is an
indistinct polygon centered over
Carlotta as close as 3.7 miles W of the
parcel.
Black swift —/SSC/— CIiff faces near water None: No suitable stream habitat exists
(Cypseloides niger) onsite.
Cooper's hawk —/WL/— Forages over open Low: Some marginal foraging and

(Accipiter cooperii)

grassland

nesting habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 3.7 miles SW of the
parcel near Clark Mountain.
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Ferruginous hawk —/SSC/— Forages over open Low: Some marginal foraging and
(Buteo regalis) grassland; nests in old- nesting habitat exists onsite.
growth trees
Golden eagle —/SSC/— Forages over open Very Low: Some suitable foraging
(Aquila chrysaetos) grassland; nests in old- habitat exists onsite. Some marginal
growth trees nesting habitat exists onsite.
Great blue heron —/SSC/— Nests in large trees, forages | None: No suitable foraging habitat exists
(Ardea herodias) in wetlands onsite. No suitable nesting habitat onsite.
Great egret FE/SE/— Nests in large trees, forages | None: No suitable foraging habitat exists
(Ardea alba) in wetlands onsite. No suitable nesting habitat onsite.
Marbled murrelet FT/SE/— Old-growth coastal forests | Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
Brachyramphus marmoratus exists, although in the northern
yramp, g
portion of the site away from the
project area. Nearest occurrence is 1.6
miles NW of the project parcel in
Grizzly Creek Redwoods SP.
Northern goshawk —/SSC/— Forages and nests in Medium: Some suitable foraging and
(Accipiter gentilis) mountain forests nesting habitat exists onsite.
Northern spotted owl FT/ST/— Nests primarily in old Medium: Some suitable nesting and
(Strix occidentalis) growth forests foraging habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 0.1 miles to the W near
Van Duzen River. Other occurrences
are located 0.2 miles NW, and 0.3
miles SW.
Osprey —/WL/— Nests large bodies of water | Low: Some suitable roosting habitat
(Pandion haliaetus) with fish exists onsite, although this species is
almost always found near large lakes
or rivers. Nearest occurrence is 3.7
miles W of the parcel near Root
Creek.
Purple martin FE/SE/— Insectivorous, nests in Very Low: Some marginally suitable
(Progne subis) cavities nesting and foraging habitat exists onsite.
Sharp-shinned hawk —/SSC/— Forest and woodland Low: Some suitable nesting habitat
(Accipiter striatus) exists onsite. Some marginal foraging
habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 3.7 miles W of the parcel
near Root Creek.
Western yellow-billed cuckoo —/SE/— Woodland, riparian Very Low: Some suitable nesting and

(Coccyzus americanus occidentalis)

foraging habitat exists onsite.
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White-tailed kite —/CFP/— Prefers to nest in marshes Very Low: Some marginal nesting
(Elanus leucurus) adjacent to deciduous habitat exists onsite. Some poor quality
forests foraging habitat onsite.
Yellow breasted chat —/SSC/— Dense shrubby growth, Low: Some potential nesting and
(Icteria virens) farmland foraging habitat onsite.
MAMMALS
American badger —/SSC/— Open grassland habitats Low: Some suitable den and foraging
(Taxidea taxus) with plenty of prey habitat exists onsite.
California wolverine —/SSC/— Old growth forests Very Low: Some suitable den and
(Gulo gulo) foraging habitat exists onsite.
Fisher —/SSC/— Forages and breeds Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
(Pekania pennanti) primarily in forests exists onsite. Nearest occurrence is 0.4
miles SE of the parcel near Swain's
Flat.
Fringed myotis —/SSC/— Roosts in caves or buildings | Very Low: Few suitable roosts in the
(Myotis thysanodes) and forages in open habitats | project area. Limited foraging habitat
exists onsite.
Hoary bat —/SSC/— Forages over open areas, Very Low: Few suitable roosts in the
(Lasiurus cinereus) roots in trees or caves at project area. Foraging limited to high
high altitude altitudes.
Humboldt marten —/SSC/— Forages and breeds in Low: Some suitable den and foraging
artes caurina humboldtensis orests, typically near abitat exists onsite.
M ina humboldtensi. fi ypically habi i i
streams
Long-eared myotis —/SSC/— Roosts in caves or buildings | Low: Limited roosting habitat exists
(Myotis evotis) and forages in open habitats | onsite. Some foraging habitat exists
onsite.
Long-legged myotis —/SSC/— Roosts in caves or Low: Limited roosting habitat exists
(Myotis volans) buildings and forages in onsite. Some foraging habitat exists
open habitats onsite. Nearest occurrence is 1.6 miles
NW of the project parcel in Grizzly
Creek Redwoods SP.
North American porcupine —/SSC/— Require rocky areas or Medium: Some suitable foraging and

(Erethizon dorsatum)

trees for dens, abundant
open space for foraging

den habitat exists onsite. Nearest
occurrence is 0.5 miles SE of the
parcel near Swain's Flat.
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Oregon snowshoe hare —/SSC/— Alpine and high elevation None: No suitable alpine habitat exists
(Lepus americanus klamathensis) mountains onsite.
Pacific marten —/SSC/— Forages and breeds in Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
(Martes caurina) forests, typically near exists onsite.
streams
Pallid bat —/SSC/— Common in open dry Low: Some foraging habitat exists
(Antrozous pallidus) habitats with rocky areas for | onsite. No suitable roosts in the project
roosting area.
Silver haired bat —/SSC/— Nocturnal, migratory, Very Low: Some suitable trees exist for
(Lasionycteris noctivagans) solitary, roosts in tree roosting. Some foraging habitat exists
cavities onsite.
Sonoma tree vole —/SSC/— Douglas fir forest Medium: Some suitable forest habitat
(Arborimus pomo) exists onsite, particularly larger
diameter Douglas Fir and Redwood
trees in mature canopy. Nearest
occurrence is 1.3 miles NW of the
project parcel in Grizzly Creek
Redwoods SP.
Townsend's big-eared bat —/SSC/— Hibernate in mines or Very Low: Few man-made structures
(Corynorhinus townsendii) caves, roost in man made exist suitable for roosting. Some
structures and caves habitat for foraging. Nearest
occurrence is 1.6 miles NW of the
project parcel in Grizzly Creek
Redwoods SP.
Western red bat —/SSC/— Forages over open areas, Low: Limited roosting habitat exists
(Lasiurus blossevillii) roots in trees or caves onsite. Some foraging habitat exists
onsite.
Yuma myotis —/SSC/— Forages over open areas, Low: Limited roosting habitat exists
(Myotis yumanensis) roots in trees or caves onsite. Some foraging habitat exists
onsite. Nearest occurrence is 1.6 miles
NW of the project parcel in Grizzly
Creek Redwoods SP.

HABITATS

Coastal & Valley Freshwater Marsh
(CVEM)

None: No marsh habitat exists onsite.

Northern Hardpan Vernal Pool
(NHVP)

None: No hardpan vernal pool habitat
exists onsite.
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Taxon

Status’
Fed/State/CNPS

Habitat

Potential to Occur Within the
Project Area

Northern Vernal Pool
(NVP)

None: No vernal pool habitat exists
onsite.

Sycamore Alluvial Woodland
(SAW)

None: No woodland habitat exists onsite.

Valley Oak Woodland
(VOW)

None: No valley oaks exist onsite.

' Status:
Federal

FE = Federally Endangered Species
FT = Federally Threatened Species

State

SE = State Endangered Species
ST = State Threatened Species

SSC = California Species of Special Concern
CFP = California Fully Protected Species

CNPS (applies to plants only)

List 1B = plants considered rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere

List 2B = plants rare, threatened or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere

List 3 = plant is likely rare but more information is required

List 4 = plants of limited distribution

>USFWS
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APPENDIX B: SPECIES ENCOUNTERED

This list contains a list of all of the plants and animals observed onsite within the study area during
the site visit on December 13, 2019. Any special-status species (SSS) are denoted in bold with an
asterisk. No SSS species were directly observed at the time of the survey.

PLANTS

Artemesia douglasiana
Pseudotsuga menziesii
Umbellularia californica
Quercus kelloggii

Acer macrophyllum
Acacia dealbata

Quercus garryana
Calocedrus decurrens
Toxicodendron diversilobium
Notholithocarpus densiflorus
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Cercocarpus betuloides
Quercus dumosa
Arctostaphylos canescens
Arctostaphylos viscida
Ceanothus cuneatus
Ceanothus integerrimus
Rhamnus ilicifolia
Polystichum imbricans
Iris douglasii

Agrostis hallii

Athyrium filix-femina
Lathyrus latifolius
Baccharis pilularis
Monardella odoratissima
Genista monspessulana
Rubus laciniatus
Eriodictyon californicum
Cynosurus echinatus
Panicum capillare
Avena barbata

Bromus diandrus

Aira caryophyllea
Dactylus glomerata
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Elymus caput-medusae
Briza major

Bromus hordeaceous
Daucus carota
Hypochaeris glabra
Trifolium dubium
Plantago lanceolata
Carduus pycnocephalus
Vicia sativa

Lactuca serriola
Cirsium vulgare
Sonchus asper

Rumex acetocella
Convolvulus arvensis
Stachys arvensis
Dipsacus fullonum
Croton setiger

Torilis nodosa
Centaurea solstitialis
Erodium botrys
Rumex acetocella
Melilotus officinalis
Geranium molle
Trifolium hirtum
Hypericum perfoliata
Raphanus sativa
Brassica nigra
Erigeron canadensis
Lepidium heterophyllum
Lomatium macrocarpum
Festuca idahoensis
Elymus elymoides
Elymus lanceolatus
Elymus glaucus
Bromus laevipes
Lupinus albifrons
Claytonia perfoliata
Cardamine californica
Galium aparine
Verbena lasiostachys
Gnaphalium palustre
Navarretia intertexta
Wyethia angustifolia
Hesperolinon micranthum
Achillea millefolium
Salix lasiandra

Alnus rhombifolia
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Fraxinus latifolia
Ribes roezlii

Rubus armeniacus
Rubus leucodermis
Symphoricarpos albus
Clematis ligusticifolia
Rosa gymnocarpa
Rumex crispus
Cyperus eragrostis
Vinca major
Equisetum arvense
Juncus patens

Carex nudata

Carex amplifolia
Mentha pulegium
Cyperus eragrostis
Polypogon monspeliensis
Lythrum hyssopifolia
Galium aparine
Phacelia egena
Asclepias fascicularis
Eriogonum nudum
Mentha spicata
Heracleum maximum
Sequoiah sempervirens

ANIMALS

Aphelocoma californica
Callipepla californica
Cathartes aura

Corvus brachyrhynchos

Lepus californicus

Melanerpes formicivorus
Odocoileus hemionus

Sayornis nigricans

Thomomys bottae

Ursus americanus californiensis

41





42

APN 207-086-004

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

PINECREST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING
APPENDIX C

JANUARY 2020

(M34a2) 24IPIIM 8 Usld J0 Juswieda( eluloped :S30IN0S \ Buinsuon

elUIo}I|e] *AJUN0Y 1ploquinH 4& :

v00-980-L0Z NdV selIW 0 /,\ |ejuawiuoainug

$80U81IN290 (GAAND) 8sedeied A}IsIaAl( [einieN elulojled - N aseJoaulg
SN NONW NIV

jeulier

ey o

UIpLCEq X

CNDDB OCCURRENCES MAP






PINECREST ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
JANUARY 2020 APN 207-086-004
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

APPENDIX D: CANNABIS CULTIVATION BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES

Best management practices (BMPs) are designed to prevent, minimize, and control the discharge of
waste and pollutants associated with site operations and maintenance for the aforementioned project.
Many of these BMPs are considered enforceable conditions under State Water Resources Control
Board Cannabis General Order No. WQ 2017-0023-DWQ.

D.1 CANNABIS CULTIVATION

* Pesticide and fertilizer storage facilities shall be located outside of the riparian corridor
setbacks for structures.

* Pesticide and fertilizer storage facilities shall not be located within 100 feet of a wellhead,
or within 50 feet of identified wetlands.

* Pesticide and fertilizer storage facilities shall be adequate to protect pesticide and fertilizer
containers from the weather.

* Store all bags and boxes of pesticides and fertilizers off the ground on pallets or shelves.

e If the structure does not have an impermeable floor, store all liquid pesticides and fertilizers
on shelves capable of containing spills or provide appropriate secondary containment.

*  Routinely check for leaks and spills.
*  Have spill cleanup kit onsite to be able to respond to any leaks or spills.
* Inspect planting stock for pests and diseases prior to planting.

* Avoid planting stock with pests and disease and notify the supplier of the planting stock of
the infestation.

e Comply with all pesticide laws and regulations as enforced by the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation and County Agricultural Commissioner.

*  For pesticides with the signal word CAUTION that have listed food uses, comply with all
pesticide label directions as they pertain to personal protective equipment, application
method, and rate, environmental hazards, longest reentry intervals and greenhouse and
indoor use directions.

*  For all other pesticides, use must comply with all label requirements including site and crop
restrictions.

*  Prior to the use of any registered pesticide on Cannabis, Operator Identification Number
should be obtained from the County Agricultural Commissioner if required.

e Submit monthly pesticide use reports to the County Agricultural Commissioner if required.
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* Prior to applying fertilizers, evaluate irrigation water, soils, growth media, and plant tissue
to optimize plant growth and avoid over fertilization.

e Apply fertilizers at label rates and no higher.

* Do not apply fertilizers in a way that will result in runoff that may contaminate ground or
surface water or escape via airborne drift or fugitive dust.

*  Observe riparian corridor setbacks for agricultural cultivation as applicable. These shall be
maintained as “no touch” areas and demarcated with appropriate flagging.

* The removal of vegetation is prohibited within riparian setback areas.
* No equipment, vehicles, or other materials shall be stored in the riparian setback areas.
* Composting areas shall not be located in the riparian setback areas.

* Irrigation must be conducted in a manner that does not result in runoff from the cultivated
area.

* Any water tanks or storage facilities must obtain permits from the local City or County
planning department where required.

* The use of membrane based water bladders is prohibited.

e If using an irrigation system, inspect for and repair leaks prior to planting each year and
continuously during the season.

e Irrigation systems shall be equipped with a backflow prevention devices and shutoff valves.
* Recycle or properly dispose of all plastic bags, containers, and irrigation materials.

*  Properly dispose of green waste in a manner that does not discharge pollutants to a
watercourse. This may be accomplished by composting, chipping, and/or shredding.

*  The method of green waste disposal must be documented.

*  Used growth medium (soil and other organic medium) shall be handled to minimize or
prevent discharge of soil and residual nutrients and chemicals to watercourses. Proper
disposal could include incorporating into garden beds, spreading on a stable surface and re-
vegetating, storage in watertight dumpsters, or covering with tarps or plastic sheeting prior
to proper disposal.

*  The method of disposal of growth medium must be documented.

*  Compost piles are to be located outside of riparian setbacks for agricultural cultivation and
in a manner that will not discharge pollutants to a watercourse.

* If necessary, construct a berm or install fiber roll around compost area to prevent runoff or
use straw wattles around perimeter.

*  Cover compost piles with tarp or impermeable surface prior to fall rains and continuously
throughout the rainy season.

* Leave a vegetative barrier along the property boundary and interior watercourses to act as a
pollutant filter.

* Avoid soil disturbance between November 1 and April 15 and during times of active
precipitation.
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* All exposed and disturbed soil must be covered with a minimum of 2 inches of mulch, such
as straw, bark, wood chips, etc., by November 15. Alternatively, establish a thick cover
crop over disturbed areas composed of native species.

¢ Erosion control materials shall be available on site at all times in the form of straw, mulch,
wattles, silt fencing, erosion control fabrics, sand bags, or other materials adequate to cover
areas of disturbed soil or incipient erosion events.

* In the event of a forecast storm event likely to produce runoff, apply mulch, wattles, or
other erosion prevention measures to the disturbed areas prior to rain event.

* Any grading or drainage conducted as part of site preparation shall have permits from local
County or City agencies if required.

D.2 EROSION & SEDIMENT CONTROL

*  Erosion control and sediment detention devices and materials shall be incorporated into the
cleanup/restoration work design and installed prior to the end of project work and before
the beginning of the rainy season or any predicted rain events.

* Any continuing, approved project work conducted after October 15 shall have erosion
control measures completed and up-to-date.

* All erosion control measures shall be inspected daily during severe rain events.

* Erosion control materials shall be, at minimum, stored on-site at all times during approved
project work between May 1 and October 15.

* Approved project work within the 5-year flood plain shall not begin until all temporary
erosion controls (straw bales or silt fences that are effectively keyed-in) are installed
downslope of cleanup/restoration activities.

* Native species appropriate to the local habitat shall be used for all revegetation purposes.
Non-invasive, non-persistent grass species (e.g., barley grass) may be used for their
temporary erosion control benefits to stabilize disturbed slopes and prevent exposure of
disturbed soils to rainfall.

*  Upon work completion, all exposed soil present in and around the cleanup/restoration sites
shall be stabilized within 7 days.

*  The disturbed area will be minimized at all times to only that which is essential for the
completion of the project.

* Provide temporary cover over disturbed areas that are not currently being worked on.
* Heavy equipment shall not be used in flowing water.

*  Use of heavy equipment shall be avoided or minimized in a channel bottom with rocky or
cobbled substrate.

* Heavy equipment shall not introduce chemicals or foreign sediment to the channel (e.g.,
remove mud from tracks or cover channel work area with plastic sheeting prior to heavy
equipment entry).

*  When heavy equipment is used, any woody debris and stream bank or streambed vegetation
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disturbed shall be replaced to a pre-project density with native species appropriate to the
site.

*  When possible, existing ingress or egress points shall be used or work shall be performed
remotely from the top of the creek banks.

* Divert runoff away from unprotected slopes or loose soils using a combination of mats,
geotextiles, silt fencing, wattling, check dams, sediment basins, vegetated buffers, or rock
armor.

* Deploy appropriate erosion control measures such as silt fencing or straw wattles around all
temporary exposed piles or soil or surface disturbances.

* All temporary exposed piles or soil or surface disturbances shall have tarping and sand bags
or other stabilization materials deployed in order to prevent discharge of sediments in the
event of a rain or wind event.

*  Geotechnical fabric shall be deployed on all exposed dirt surfaces with a slope of greater
than 15% and staked in place during ground disturbing activities, and silt fencing deployed
on slopes of greater than 15% where appropriate.

* Sand bags, straw bales, or other devices shall be placed at appropriate locations near and
alongside the roadsides and swales in anticipation of large storm events.

* Bioswales and cultivation areas including parking areas shall be maintained free of trash
including empty soil and pesticide or fertilizer containers.

* Locations of sediment sources shall be identified during rain events and mitigated where
appropriate.

*  Protect ditch inlets and outlets from erosion using rock armor.

e Silt fencing shall be installed downstream of rock piles, stockpiles, and temporary soils
storage areas.

* Desilting or retention basins shall be installed if the capacity of the natural percolation
exceeds the inputs during routine storm events.

e  Sediment traps shall be used on all exposed driveway surfaces where natural vegetation is
not able to be established.

* Exposed unvegetated surfaces will be graveled where appropriate.

* Rock placed for slope protection shall be the minimum necessary to avoid erosion, and
shall be part of a design that provides for native plant revegetation and minimizes bank
armoring.

* Soil exposed as a result of project work, soil above rock riprap, and interstitial spaces
between rocks shall be revegetated with native vegetation by live planting, seed casting, or
hydroseeding prior to the rainy season of the year work is completed.

*  Avoidance of earthwork on steep slopes and minimization of cut/fill volumes, combined
with proper compaction, shall occur to ensure the area is resilient to issues associated with
seismic events and mass wasting. If cracks are observed, or new construction is anticipated,
consultation with a qualified professional is recommended.

e Culvert fill slopes shall be constructed at a 2:1 slope or shall be armored with rock.
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e Ifitis necessary to conduct work in or near a live stream, the work space shall be isolated
to avoid project activities in flowing water.

* Any spoils associated with site maintenance shall be placed in a stable location where it
cannot enter a watercourse.

* Sidecasting shall be minimized and shall be avoided on unstable areas or where it has the
potential to enter a watercourse.

* Entrance to the project site shall be maintained in a condition that will prevent tracking or
flowing of sediment into the public right-of-way.

* All sediment spilled, dropped, washed, or tracked onto the public right-of-ways shall be
removed immediately.

*  When necessary, wheels shall be cleaned to remove sediment prior to entrance onto public
rights-of-ways.

*  When wheel washing is required, it shall be done in an area stabilized with crushed stone
that drains into a sediment trap fitted with appropriate erosion control measures.

* To control surface water runoff in and around cultivation areas use fiber rolls or wattling
and stake appropriately and perpendicular to the flow path.

*  Cover crops should be utilized on all exposed slopes that are not able to be protected by
other means.

* Cover crops should be native species as described in the associated biological resources
report.

* Rip compacted soils prior to placing spoils to prevent the potential for ponding under the
spoils that could result in spoil site failure and subsequent sedimentation.

e  Compact and contour stored spoils to mimic the natural slope contours and drainage
patterns to reduce the potential for fill saturation and failure.

*  Ensure that spoil materials are free of woody debris, and not placed on top of brush, logs or
trees.

* Inspect all roads and culverts regularly for blockages.

D.3 WATER USE & POLLUTION

*  Ensure that all appropriate water rights permits are filed with the State Water Resources
Control Board.

* Notify the California Department of Fish and Wildlife by submitting a Lake and Streambed
Alteration (LSA) notification package if the proposed activities involve substantial
diversion from or alteration of the bed or bank of a stream or other waterbody.

*  Ensure that all water storage features are permitted from the Department of Water Rights if
necessary.

e All refueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer shall occur greater than 100
feet away from any swales, creeks, or natural areas.
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*  All refueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer shall occur on top of an
impermeable metal or other fabric mat that is no less than 2 inches high on all sides and
capable of completely containing any spillage.

*  Concrete truck and other vehicles shall not be washed out in natural areas or directly onto
soil and shall be washed out into a metal or other impermeable basin and disposed of
properly such that no water is discharged to the soil.

* All waste shall be kept in plastic drums with tight fitting lids so that water is not able to
make contact with the contents and potentially leach to the environment.

e All pesticide sprays shall occur on windless nights for outdoor facilities.

*  Chemical or fertilizer wastes shall never be disposed of into swales or creeks and shall be
contained inside closed-roof facilities and designated with appropriate labeling until it is
possible to dispose of properly.

* Septic leach fields and graywater mulch fields shall be maintained free of large vegetation
and not used for aboveground storage that may impact their proper functioning.

*  Chemical contamination (fuel, grease, oil, hydraulic fluid, solvents, etc.) of water and soils
is prohibited during routine equipment operation and maintenance.

* The use or storage of petroleum-powered equipment shall be accomplished in a manner that
prevents the potential release of petroleum materials into waters of the state (Fish and
Game Code 5650).

* Schedule excavation and grading activities for dry weather periods.

* Designate a contained area for equipment storage, short-term maintenance, and refueling.
Ensure it is located at least 50 feet from waterbodies.

* Inspect vehicles for leaks and repair immediately.

*  Clean up leaks, drips and other spills immediately to avoid soil or groundwater
contamination.

*  Conduct major vehicle maintenance and washing offsite.

e Ensure that all spent fluids including motor oil, radiator coolant, or other fluids and used
vehicle batteries are collected, stored, and recycled as hazardous waste offsite.

*  Ensure that all construction debris is taken to appropriate landfills and all sediment
disposed of in upland areas or offsite, beyond the 100-year floodplain.

e Use dry cleanup methods (e.g., absorbent materials, cat litter, and/or rags) whenever
possible. If necessary for dust control, use only a minimal amount of water.

e Sweep up spilled dry materials immediately.

¢ Separate organic material (e.g., roots, stumps) from the dirt fill and store separately. Place
this material in long-term, upland storage sites, as it cannot be used for fill.

*  Spoils shall not be placed or stored in locations where soils are wet or unstable, or where
slope stability could be adversely affected.

* Do not locate spoil piles in or immediately adjacent to wetlands and watercourses.
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*  Store spoil piles in a manner (e.g. cover pile with plastic tarps and surround base of pile
with straw wattle) or location that would not result in any runoff from the spoil pile ending
up in wetlands and watercourses.

* Keep temporary disposal sites out of wetlands, adjacent riparian corridors, and ordinary
high water areas as well as high risk zones, such as 100-year floodplain and unstable slopes.

e Conduct operations on a size and scale that considers available water sources and other
water use and users in the planning watershed.

* Implement water conservation measures such as rainwater catchment systems, drip
irrigation, mulching, or irrigation water recycling where possible.

* Hauled water utilized for irrigation shall be documented via receipt or similar, and show the
date, name, and license plate of the water hauler, and the quantity of water purchased.

* If using a water storage tank, do not locate the tank in a flood plain or next to equipment
that generates heat. Locate the tank so it is easy to install, access, and maintain.

* Vertical tanks should be installed according to manufacturer’s specifications and placed on
firm, compacted soil that is free of rocks/sharp objects and capable of bearing the weight of
the tank and its maximum contents.

e Install float valves on tanks to prevent them from overflowing.

*  Place proper lining or sealing in ponds to prevent water loss.

D.4 ROAD MAINTENANCE & GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

*  Always limit work to the appropriate work date windows considering wet weather,
migratory bird and other biological and environmental constrains that may be placed on the
project.

*  Proper design and location of roads and other features is critical to ensuring that a road or
other feature be adequately drained and is best accomplished through consultation with a
qualified professional.

* Placement of temporary access roads, staging areas, and other facilities shall avoid or
minimize disturbance to habitat.

* If inspection identifies surface rills or ruts, then surfacing and drainage likely needs
maintenance. Consultation should be made with a licensed professional to design
appropriate erosion control strategies.

*  Design of roads should allow for sheet flow of water and use water bars and rolling dips to
break up slope length.

*  Vehicle speed shall be kept to a maximum of 10 mph while onsite to minimize dust
generation.

* All unvegetated and unpaved roadways and vehicle turnarounds shall be graveled to a depth
of not less than 1" in order to prevent dust and sediment entrainment.
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* Applicant will use geotechnical fabric or similar materials on exposed slopes, and distribute
weed-free straw mulch wherever possible on exposed surfaces on the perimeter of all
graded roads and graveled areas.

* Roads and the berms alongside all roads shall be maintained free of headcuts, gullies,
stutter bumps, and other erosion features capable of discharging sediment to adjacent
grassland areas.

* Roads will be graveled with clean rock whenever required to prevent dust and sediment
erosion during the wet season.

*  Whenever possible, road maintenance activities shall be performed from May 1 to October
15.

*  Work performed outside of this window should take extra precautions for winter weather
erosion control prevention beyond that which is described in this Plan.

* A 48 hour advance forecast for rain shall trigger a temporary cessation of work, and all
soils piles will need to be covered and secured with sandbags or other materials.

* Placement of temporary access roads, staging areas, and other facilities shall avoid or
minimize disturbance to habitat.

*  Whenever feasible, finished grades shall not exceed 1.5:1 side slopes. In circumstances
where final grades cannot achieve 1.5:1 slope, additional erosion control or stabilization
methods shall be applied as appropriate for the project location.

*  Spoils and excavated material not used during project activities shall be removed and
placed outside of 100-year floodplains.

*  Upon completion of grading, slope protection of all disturbed sites shall be provided prior
to the rainy season through a combination of permanent vegetative treatment, mulching,
geotextiles, and/or rock, or equivalent.

¢ Position vehicles and other apparatus so as to not block emergency vehicle access.

¢ After construction is complete, all storm drain systems and culverts shall be inspected and
cleared of accumulated sediment and debris.

* Sediment barriers including wattles and silt fencing should be checked for sediment
accumulation following each significant rainfall and sediment removed or the feature
replaced as needed.

* Road drainage shall be discharged to a stable location away from a watercourse.

¢ Use sediment control devices, such as check dams, sand/gravel bag barriers, and other
acceptable techniques, when it is neither practical nor environmentally sound to disperse
ditch water immediately before the ditch reaches a stream.

¢ Within areas with potential to discharge to a watercourse (i.e. within riparian areas of at
least 200 feet of a stream) road surface drainage shall be filtered through vegetation, slash,
or other appropriate material or settled into a depression with an outlet with adequate
drainage.
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D.5S SWALE & VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

* The work area shall be restored to pre-project work condition or better.

* Any stream bank area left barren of vegetation as a result of cleanup/restoration activities
shall be stabilized by seeding, replanting, or other means with native trees, shrubs, and/or
grasses appropriate to the site prior to the rainy season in the year work was conducted.

* Ensure that vegetated swales are properly formed, allow moderate velocity water passage
without causing sediment entrainment, and are otherwise functioning properly.

* Create and expand vegetated bioswales where necessary, should additional construction or
road maintenance be required, in order to maintain flow without scour.

* All bioswales and other drainage features requiring revegetation will be seeded with native
vegetation and lawns and hedgerows maintained in good health and watered in dry years.

*  Vegetation including grasses shall be mowed as necessary to create fire breaks and to
prevent the accumulation of fuels that would be able to sustain a ground fire.

e All vegetation shall be surveyed on foot once a year by staff and new outbreaks of any
invasive weeds identified by the California Invasive Plant Council as noxious or invasive to
be removed by the owner or qualified landscaping professionals.

* Channels and swales that show evidence of overland flow and scour (e.g. bare of
vegetation) shall be seeded with native grasses such as Stipa pulchra, Hordeum
brachyantherum, Elymus glaucus, and Bromus carinatus, and kept vegetated at all times.

e If shrubs and non-woody riparian vegetation are disturbed, they shall be replaced with
similar native species appropriate to the site.

* Disturbance to native shrubs, woody perennials or tree removal on the streambank or in the
stream channel shall be avoided or minimized.

* If riparian trees over six inches dbh (diameter at breast height) are to be removed, they shall
be replaced by native species appropriate to the site at a 3:1 ratio.

*  Where physical constraints in the project area prevent replanting at a 3:1 ratio and canopy
cover is sufficient for habitat needs, replanting may occur at a lesser replacement ratio.

*  Vegetation planting for slope protection purposes shall be timed to require as little
irrigation as possible for ensuring establishment by the commencement of the rainy season.

* The spread or introduction of exotic plant species shall be avoided to the maximum extent
possible by avoiding areas with established native vegetation during cleanup/restoration
activities, restoring disturbed areas with appropriate native species, and post-project
monitoring and control of exotic species.

* Removal of invasive exotic species after construction activities is strongly recommended.
Mechanical removal (hand tools, weed whacking, hand pulling) of exotics shall be done in
preparation for establishment of native plantings.

*  Where permanent soil stabilization is required a locally-appropriate mix of native grass
species shall be used such as a mix containing Nassella pulchra, Hordeum
brachyantherum, Elymus glaucus, and Bromus carinatus or as described in the site's
Biological Resources Assessment.
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*  Entire cultivation site shall be seeded and maintained as a permanent non-tilled cover crop
during non-usage times. Straw mulch shall be used where native seeding is not practicable.

e  Use mulches (e.g. wood chips or bark) in cultivation areas that do not have ground cover to
prevent erosion and minimize evaporative loss.

*  Mulch shall be applied at a rate of 4000 lbs / acre and seeding shall be applied to achieve
70% cover in the first year or approximately 200 lbs / acre.

* Annual inspections for the purpose of assessing the survival and growth of revegetated
areas and the presence of exposed soil shall be conducted for three years following project
work.

* Dischargers and/or their consultant(s) or third party representative(s) shall note the presence
of native/non-native vegetation and extent of exposed soil, and take photographs during
each inspection.

* Dischargers and/or their consultant(s) or third party representative(s) shall provide the
location of each work site, pre- and post-project work photos, diagram of all areas
revegetated and the planting methods and plants used, and an assessment of the success of
the revegetation program in the annual monitoring report as required under relevant state
and local water board regulations.

D.6 IRRIGATION & CULTIVATION MANAGEMENT

e Cultivation-related waste shall be stored in a place where it will not enter a stream.

* Soil bags and other garbage shall be collected, contained, and disposed of at an appropriate
facility, including for recycling where available.

* Pots shall be collected and stored where they will not enter a waterway or create a nuisance.

* Plant waste and other compostable materials be stored (or composted, as applicable) at
locations where they will not enter or be blown into surface waters, and in a manner that
ensures that residues and pollutants within those materials do not migrate or leach into
surface water or groundwaters.

* Imported soil for cultivation purposes shall be minimized. In the event that containers (e.g.
grow bags or grow pots) are used for cultivation, reuse of soil shall be maximized to the
extent feasible.

e Spent growth medium (i.e. soil and other organic medium) shall be handled to minimize
discharge of soil and residual nutrients and chemicals to watercourses. Proper handling of
spent soil could include incorporating into garden beds, spreading on a stable surface and
revegetation, storage in watertight dumpsters, covering with tarps or plastic sheeting prior
to proper disposal.

e Trash containers of sufficient size and number shall be provided and properly serviced to
contain the solid waste generated by the project.

* Provide roofs, awnings, or attached lids on all trash containers to minimize direct
precipitation and prevent rainfall from entering containers.
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e Use lined bins or dumpsters to reduce leaking of liquid waste. Design trash container areas
so that drainage from adjoining roofs and pavement is diverted around the area(s) to avoid
run-on.

*  Make sure trash container areas are screened or walled to prevent off-site transport of trash.
Consider using refuse containers that are bear-proof and/or secure from wildlife.

* Refuse shall be removed from the site on a frequency that does not result in nuisance
conditions, transported in a manner that they remain contained during transport, and the
contents shall be disposed of properly at a proper disposal facility.

*  Ensure that human waste disposal systems do not pose a threat to surface or ground water
quality or create a nuisance. Onsite treatment systems should follow applicable County
ordinances for human waste disposal requirements, consistent with the applicable tier under
the State Water Resources Control Board Onsite Waste Treatment System Policy.

* Install buffer strips, bioswales, or vegetation downslope of cultivation areas to filter runoff
of chemicals from irrigation.

* Irrigate at rates to avoid or minimize runoff.

* Regularly inspect and repair leaks in mains and laterals, in irrigation connections, or at the
ends of drip tape and feeder lines.

* Design irrigation system to include redundancy (i.e., safety valves) in the event that leaks
occur, so that waste of water is prevented and minimized.

* Recapture and reuse irrigation runoff (tailwater) where possible, through passive (gravity-
fed) or active (pumped) means.

* Construct retention basins for tailwater infiltration; percolation medium may be used to
reduce pollutant concentration in infiltrated water. Constructed treatment wetlands may also
be effective at reducing nutrient loads in water.

*  Ensure that drainage and/or infiltration areas are located away from unstable or potentially
unstable features.

* Regularly replace worn, outdated or inefficient irrigation system components and
equipment.

* Leave a vegetative barrier along the property boundary and interior watercourses to act as a
pollutant filter.

* Employ rain-triggered shutoff devices to prevent irrigation after precipitation.

* Evaluate irrigation water, soils, growth media, and plant tissue to optimize plant growth and
avoid over-fertilization.

e All chemicals shall be stored in a manner, method, and location that ensures that there is no
threat of discharge to waters of the State.

*  Products shall be labeled properly and applied according to the label.

* Use integrated pest management strategies that apply pesticides only to the area of need,
only when there is an economic benefit to the grower, and at times when runoff losses are
least likely.

* Periodically calibrate pesticide application equipment.
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e Use anti-backflow devices on water supply hoses, and other mixing/loading practices
designed to reduce the risk of runoff and spills.

*  Petroleum products shall be stored with a secondary containment system such as a pan or a
tub

*  Throughout the rainy season, any temporary containment facility shall have a permanent
cover and side-wind protection, or be covered during non-working days and prior to and
during rain events.

*  Materials shall be stored in their original containers and the original product labels shall be
maintained in place in a legible condition. Damaged or otherwise illegible labels shall be
replaced immediately.

* Bagged and boxed materials shall be stored on pallets and shall not be allowed to
accumulate on the ground. To provide protection from wind and rain throughout the rainy
season, bagged and boxed materials shall be covered during non-working days and prior to
rain events.

* Have proper chemical and fertilizer storage instructions posted at all times in an open and
conspicuous location.

*  Prepare and keep a spill prevention and cleanup plan onsite when dealing with any
hazardous materials.

* Keep ample supply of appropriate spill clean-up material near storage areas.

* Plant cover crops to boost soil fertility, improve soil texture, and protect from storm caused
sediment runoff.
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APPENDIX E: STREAM CLASSIFICATION CRITERIA

The following stream classification criteria were copied form the California Department of Forestry
& Fire Protection Forest Practice Rules (CALFIRE 2017) and is widely used by many state and local

agencies. Most state and local jurisdictions require setbacks of 50, 100, and 150 feet from Class III,

II, and I streams, respectively, although greater setbacks may be required in some jurisdictions.

Watercourse — a natural or artificial channel through which water flows.

Perennial watercourse (Class ')
1. Inthe abseance of diversions, water is flowing for more than nine months
during a typical year,
2. Fish always or seasonally present onsite or includes habitat 10 sustamn fish
migration and spawning, and/or
3 Sprng an area where there 1s concentrated discharge of ground waler that
flows at the ground surface. A spring may flow any part of the year. For the
purpose of this Policy, a spring does not have a defined bed and banks.
Intermittent watercourse (Class I1*):
| In the absence of diversions. water is flowing for three to nine months during
a typical year,
2. Provdes aquatic habitat for non-fish aquatic species,
3 Fish always or seasonally present within 1,000 feet downstream, and/or
4. Water 15 flowing less than three months during a typical year and the stream
supports riparian vegetation.
Ephemeral watercourse (Class IlI*): In kthe absence of diverson, water is flowing less
than three manths during a typical year and the stream does not support riparian
vegetation or aquatic ife. Ephemeral watercourses typically have water flowing for a
short duration after precipitation events or snowmelt and show evidence of being
capable of sediment transport

Other watercourses (Class 1V*). Class IV watercourses do not support natve aquatic
spackes and ara man-made. provide astablishad domestic, agricultural, hydroslectric
supply, or other beneficial use.

“Except where more restrictive, stream class designations are equivakent to the Forest
Practice Rules Water Course and Lake Protection Zone definions (California Code of
Regulations, tille 14, Chapter 4 Forest Pracbee Rules, Subchapters 4, 5, and 6 Forest Distnct
Rules, Artcle 6 Water Course and Lake Protechon)
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APPENDIX H: AVOIDANCE & MINIMIZATION MEASURES FOR
WORKING AROUND FYLF & NSO

A comprehensive list of BMP's and avoidance measures relating to erosion, sediment control, water
use, vegetation maintenance, and industrial practices are provided in Appendix D. However, below
are some specific Avoidance & Minimization Measures (AMM) designed to ensure that there will be
no incidental take of any special status animals during the course of construction or operation of the
proposed commercial Cannabis farm for both Foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii; FYLF) and
Northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis; NSO).

- All employees and contractors including one-time contractors and day-laborers shall be
distributed cards with visual identifications of both FYLF and NSO, including both male and
female, and juvenile and adult forms, and be briefed on all of the following AMMs contained
herein.

- Operator should obtain signatures from all employees at the bottom of a copy of these
A&M's on an annual basis to demonstrate understanding of these measures.

- Any animals of FYLF or NSO observed onsite should result in immediate stoppage of all
work, and allowed to leave the site unmolested.

- All animals observed onsite should be allowed to leave the premises voluntarily,
unmolested, and their locality should recorded in the CNDDB database if possible.

- Vehicle speeds should be limited to 5 mph all year, with 3 mph limit during FYLF breeding
and migration season, October to June.

- Avoid ground disturbance including trenching, grading, or road scraping without first
clearing the site from a qualified biologist.

- All roadways and culverts shall be inspected once before major rain events and once after to
ensure that all erosion control materials are effective.

- Operator shall keep onsite sufficient emergency road erosion repair materials to fix
sediment discharge problems during storms in real-time.

- All containers and other vessels shall be checked before use to ensure that no animals are
inside.

- Vessels shall be turned over and not made into "pitfall traps" out of which animals cannot
escape.

- No uncovered holes with vertical sides greater than 5 inches should exist for more than 24
hours.
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- Native woody species should be planted wherever revegetation is required.

- Preconstruction breeding bird surveys for NSO are recommended if tree removal is to take
place.

- Avoid loud noises or heavy machinery work during the breeding and nesting window which
is generally February 1 to September 1.

- Aerial wires, strings, or nets or other hazards that could impact birds including owls while
in flight or cause entanglement are prohibited.

- All lights shall be shielded from glare escaping upwards or sideways in the evenings and at
night, and all exterior lights turned off when not in use.
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From: Ryan. Meghan

To: Bocast, Kalyn@Wildlife; Bauer, Scott@Wildlife

Cc: Alberts, Chris; Johnson, Cliff

Subject: Re: Rye Hoine Special Permit (APP 12959), APN 207-086-004 - ZA on June 18
Date: Monday, June 8, 2020 9:00:59 AM

Attachments: imaqge001.png

#12959 Well Drilling Contract Letter .pdf

Good morning, Kalyn and Scott —

Thank you for the email we received on Friday, June 5, 2020, regarding this project. We are working
on finalizing the staff report, so as it is still in draft form, it is not ready for release. However, |
wanted to provide my understanding of the project and provide the conditions of approval.

It’s my understanding that the applicant is proposing to drill a well at the water source. Chris is
following up with the applicant to determine if the well has been drilled yet (see attached letter).
However, a Special Permit for historic/continued use of the point of diversion ,until the well is
drilled, is a part of the project. The following conditions of approval are included in the staff report:

1. The applicant shall submit a Well Completion Log to the Planning Department upon
completion for the proposed well for review by the Planning Department. The applicant shall
forebear from using the well from April 1 to October 31 annually until the well can be
determined that it is not hydrologically connected to any waterbodies. If the well is
determined to be hydrologically connected, then the applicant shall obtain appropriate
water rights from the State Water Resources Control Board for the use of the well and adhere
to any requirements, including but not limited to installation of sufficient water storage to
meet forbearance requirements. Confirmation from the Planning Department will saftisfy this
condition.

2. The applicant shall notify the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for the point of
diversion, installation of the well and any other projects within their jurisdiction (e.g. culvert
replacement or repair). The applicant shall submit a copy of the Final Streambed Alteration
Agreement issued by CDFW. Reporting requirements shall be submitted to the Planning
Department and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife at 619 Second Street, Eureka,
CA 95501, no later than December 31 of each year.

3. The applicant shall adhere to the Final Streambed Alterafion Agreement issued by the
Cadlifornia Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and comply with all applicable terms.

4. The Applicant shall install and utilize a water meter to demonstrate that there is sufficient
water supply to meet the demands of the project without having fo rely on surface water
diversion during the forbearance period and shall be provide results prior to or during the
annual inspection. The water use for cultivation is limited to the amount of water available in
the proposed well once constructed.

5. The applicant to submit copies of all documents filed with the State Water Resources
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January 30, 2020

Hoine Farms
Off Hwy 36 by Van Duzen River
Swains Flat, CA 95528

To whom it may concern,
Fisch Drilling is currently under contract to drill a well for Hoine

Farms in Swains Flat this year 2020. Location has been selected and
are waiting on the County for approval.

Sincerely,

Fourltad

Lacy Pedrotti

FISCH DRILLING
3150 JOHNSON ROAD, HYDESVILLE, CA 95547
707-768-9800






Control Board, including, but not limited to, the Nofice of Applicability and a Site
Management Plan. The applicant is required to adhere to and implement the requirements
contained in the SWRCB's Cannabis Cultivation Policy, the General Order and the Notice of
Applicability. A copy of the reporting form portion of the Mitigation and Reporting Program
(MRP) shall be submitted annually to the Planning and Building Department concurrent with
the submittal to the SWRCB.

6. The applicant shall construct noise containment structures for all generators used on the
parcel. The applicant shall obtain all required building permits for such structures. The
applicant shall maintain generator, fan, and dehumidifier noise at or below 50 decibels af
the edge of the clearing or 100 feet, whichever distance is closer. This will safisfy the auditory
disturbance guidance prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFS), California Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) and Department Policy Statement No. 16-005 to minimize impacts to the
Northern Spotted Owl and Marbled murrelet. All generators must be located on stable
surfaces with a minimum 200-foot buffer from Class | and Class Il streams, per the

requirements of CDFW. No generator use is authorized by this permit until the applicant can
demonstrate to compliance with this standard.

7. All mixed light culfivation shall comply with International Dark Sky Association standards for
Lighting Zone 0 and Lighting Zone 1, and be designed to regulate light spilage onto
neighboring properties resulting from backlight, up light, or glare (BUG). International Dark
Sky Association standards exceed the requirements of Scenic Resources Standard SR-S4,
Light and Glare, that lighting be fully shielded, and designed and installed to minimize off-
site lighting and direct light within the property boundaries. No artificial lighting is authorized

by this permit until the structures and greenhouses can be demonstrated to comply with this
standard.

We could add a time frame the CDFW notification COA, such as “Within 60 days of the effective
date...” or something similar. Please let me know if you have any additional questions or comments.

Thanks,
Meghan

From: "Alberts, Chris" <calberts@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 3:49 PM

To: "Bocast, Kalyn@Wildlife" <Kalyn.Bocast@Wildlife.ca.gov>

Cc: "Ryan, Meghan" <mryan2@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Subject: Rye Hoine Special Permit (APP 12959), APN 207-086-004 - ZA on June 18

Hey Kalyn,
I am unable to send a copy of the draft staff report for the subject project. However | am able to
answer any specific questions you have about the project. | can also provide you with a copy of the

Operations Plan and Site Plan if its not accessible to you on Accela.

Best,

Christopher Alberts

SP-16-705 Rye Honie 12959 June 18, 2020 Page 95



Planner |

Planning and Building Department
County of Humboldt

(707) 268-3771

B% Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this e-mail
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From: ROBERTSON. JESSE GRAHAM@DQOT

To: Ryan. Meghan

Cc: Alberts, Chris; Quintrell, Heidi L@DOT

Subject: Caltrans comments RE: Record Number: PLN-12959-SP, APN 207-086-004, Humboldt County (1-HUM-36-PM
17.92)

Date: Monday, June 8, 2020 12:24:00 PM

Meghan Ryan,

Thank you for giving Caltrans the opportunity to comment on the proposed Special Use Permit to
allow 5,500 square feet of existing outdoor cannabis cultivation and 4,500 square feet of existing
mixed light cannabis cultivation on Assessor’s Parcel number 207-086-004. The project is located in
the Bridgeville area, on the north side of State Highway 36, approximately 2.86 miles west from the
intersection of Bar W Road and State Highway 36. We have the following comments:

The subject parcel appears to access State Route (SR) 36 via a private road approach at
approximately Post Mile (PM) 17.92 left. This driveway does not meet current Caltrans standards for
a commercial driveway. The primary deficiency is the unpaved approach, or road connection. We
request that the County require this applicant (and any other applicants using this same driveway) to
improve the driveway approach to meet current Caltrans standards for a commercial driveway by
paving the approach for at least 20 feet from the Edge of Shoulder or to the edge of State right of
way, whichever is less. Please refer to the Caltrans Encroachment Permits Manual, Appendix J,
“Road Connections and Driveways” for details (linked below).

Any work within Caltrans Right-of-Way will require an Encroachment Permit from Caltrans. Permits
to construct, upgrade, own, and operate road approaches to the State highway system are issued to
the individual or legal entity with ownership rights of that road approach. It is not clear the applicant
for the SUP has such rights. If they do have ownership/easement rights, they should submit proof of
ownership/easement with their application for a permit. If they do NOT have ownership/easement
rights, then they may, with the property owner's written permission, apply for a permit on behalf of
the owner as an authorized agent of the property owner.

Encroachment permit applications are reviewed for consistency with State standards and are subject
to Department approval. To streamline the permit application and review process, we require the
applicant to consult with our Permit staff prior to submitting an application. Requests for permit
applications can be sent to: Caltrans District 1 Permits Office, P.O. Box 3700, Eureka, CA 95502-3700,
or requested by phone at (707) 445-6390. For additional information, the Caltrans Encroachment
Permit Manual and Standard Application is available online at:

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/e
Please note the following special provisions related to encroachment permit requirements:

e Any permanent change to the pavement within our right of way (i.e. striping or additional
pavement) will require a PEER (Permit Engineering Evaluation Report), the PEER is required to
be filled out by the applicants engineer. Please refer to Chapter 200 of the Encroachment
Permits Manual (EPM) regarding PEER and Oversight Projects, available online
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at: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/traffic-
operations/documents/encroachment-permits/chapter-2-ada.pdf

e Please refer to Appendix J of the EPM, to adhere to our commercial driveway/road approach
standards: https.//dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/traffic-

operations/documents/encroachment-permits/appendix-j-ada.pdf
e Any features that deviate from the HDM will require

a design exception. Design exceptions are covered in the PDPM in Appendix BB, posted online

at: https.//dot.ca.gov/programs/design/manual - proj ect-devel opment-procedures-manual -
pdpm

e For more information regarding exceptions to policy, please refer to the (EPM) Chapter 300 —
Exceptions to Policy, available online at: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-
medi a/programs/traffic-operations/documents/encroachment-permits/epm-chapters-all-
ada.pdf

The applicant will need to ensure that any work performed within State right-of-way (R/W) has
already been evaluated for environmental impacts pursuant to CEQA. The Biological Assessment
that is mentioned to exist in the CEQA checklist was not included in the documents for review. The
CEQA checklist indicates that there are no special status plants or animals on site, which will need to
be demonstrated for any portion of State R/W impacted by permitted work. Caltrans may require
documentation for any and all environmental assessments as a part of the encroachment permit
application. Potential impacts to the following resources will need to be evaluated:

e This area has known populations within State R/W of Sonoma tree vole (Arborius pomo) and
has a CDFW designation of a species of special concern that requires impact analysis under
CEQA if trees will be removed or trimmed within the R/W.

e This area within State R/W includes known populations of Howell’s montia (Montia howelli)
which also requires botanical surveys under CEQA as it is designated as a CNPS 2B.2 plant.

e This area has a high probability of Fishers (Pekania pennanti) to be utilizing forested areas
within or directly adjacent to Caltrans R/W. This species is designated as a candidate for listing
as Federally Threatened and will require an effects analysis and field surveys if any trees will
be removed within State R/W.

e Any vegetation removal that may occur as a result of road (driveway) work within State R/W
will require Migratory bird surveys within 1 week of vegetation removal to occur between
March 15 and September 15.

e Given the location and proximity to the Van Duzen River which is designated essential fish
habitat for steelhead salmon, Caltrans standard Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for
managing erosion and discharge should be upheld for all work within the State R/W.

Feel free to contact me for further assistance with these comments.
Jesse Robertson
Transportation Planning

Caltrans District 1
FOFAATAG93
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From: Ryan, Meghan <mryan2@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 1:56 PM

To: ROBERTSON, JESSE GRAHAM@DOT <jesse.robertson@dot.ca.gov>

Cc: Alberts, Chris <calberts@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Subject: Record Number: PLN-12959-SP, APN 207-086-004, Humboldt County

EXTERNAL EMAIL. Links/attachments may not be safe.

Good afternoon, Jesse — | hope this email finds you well. A project referral for PLN-12959-SP was
sent to CAL TRANS on 04/24/2020 and no comments have been received. We are hoping to schedule
the project for hearing next month, so | wanted to check in with you to see if there were any
comments.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,
Meghan
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