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RONALD REAGAN
XL President of the United States: 1981-1989

Statement on Signing a Bill To Restore Fish and Wildlife in
the Trinity River Basin in California

October 24, 1984

I have signed today H.R. 1438, a bill that aﬁthorizes efforts to restore fish and wildlife in the
Trinity River Basin in California. H.R. 1438 demonstrates that environimental programs can also
be fiscally responsible.

The Trinity is a major river in northern California that has seen its fishery resources decline. H.R.
1438 is designed to restore the fishery in the river—which will benefit sportsmen, the Hoopa
Valley Indian Tribe, and others interested in environmental quality. A fishery restoration program
for the river has been an objective for over 10 years, and enactment of this bill is a major
environmental achievement. Indeed, I first proposed a similar effort during my tenure as Governor
of California, so I am especially pleased to see that early effort finally bear fruit.

The plan also demonstrates our continued commitment to fiscal responsibility. Where the prior
administration unsuccessfully promoted a program of 100-percent Federal financing, HR. 1438
incorporates a cost sharing arrangement under which local beneficiaries put up 50 percent, the
Federal Government contributes 35 percent, and the State of California contributes 15 percent of
the costs. Consequently, the bill ensures an improved environment at less cost to the Nation's
taxpayers. }

The Jegislation has enjoyed overwhelming support both in the House and the Senate. I would like
fo congratulate those responsible for this accord. I believe H.R. 1438 demonstrates this
administration's commitment to the protection and enhancement of our natural resources in a
fiscally responsible manner. In this way we are all winners.

Note: As enacted, H.R. 1438 is Public Law 98-541, approved October 24.

Citation: Ronald Reagan: "Statement on Signing a Bill To Restore Fish and Wildlife in the
Trinity River Basin in the Trinity River Basin in California” October 24, 1984. Online by Gerhard I
Peters and John T. Woollcy The Ariserican Presidency Project.
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index. php?pid=39307



Ronarp Reacan
XL President of the United States: 1981-1989

Statement on Signing the Klamath River Basin Fishery

Restoration Bill
October 27, 1986

I 'am pleased today to approve H.R. 4712, a bill that authorizes the Secretary
of the Interior to promulgate regulations to increase the stock of fish in the
Klamath River Basin and related areas. In signing this bill, I am stating my
interpretation of certain of its provisions in order to make certain that the
bill is implemented in a constitutional manner.

First, the bill requires that certain restoration work be performed by
unemployed persons who are commercial fishermen, Indians, or other
persons whose livelthood depends upon commercial resources in the area.
If the reference to Indians were an express racial classification, a serious
constitutional issue would be raised. I understand from the legislative
history of the bill that this reference, however, is not to be viewed as a racial
classification, but simply as a reference to one of the groups whose
members are most likely to depend on the commercial resources of the
area. Accordingly, I sign this bill understanding that the Secretary of the
Interior will give preference in employment only to Indians whose
livelihood depends on the area's resources.

Second, the bill establishes a council composed of members appointed by
State Governors, Federal agencies, and an Indian organization. Because the
members of the council are not appointed pursuant to the appointments
clause, they cannot undertake executive functions pursuant to Federal law.
Therefore, section 3(b)(1)(B)of the bill makes clear thai the councii has a
purely advisory function, which consists of making recommendations based |
on a plan it establishes to manage the fish populations of the river basin
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and of holding hearings on these recommendations.

The bill aiso establishes a task force composed of members appointed by
State Governors, county officials, Federal agencies, and an Indian
organization. Like the council, the task force, which consults with the
Secretary when he establishes and implements a program to increase the
fish populations of the river basins to optimum levels, has only advisory
functions. The bill requires the Secretary of the Interior and the director of
the California department of fish and game to provide support for the task
force. Because a serious constitutional question would be presented if the
bill were interpreted as a direction to a State to place State employees
directly at the disposal of the Federai Government, I interpret this
provision to require the California official to provide support only for those
members of the task force appointed by California State officials. Any
additional assistance would necessarily be in the discretion of the State
official.

Finally, the bill requires the Secretary of the Interior to enter into a
memorandum of agreement with the California department of fish and
game to facilitate the enforcement of fishery harvesting regulations. Since
State officials, who are not appointed under the appeintments clause of the
U.S. Constitution, may not constitutionally perform executive functions
under Federal law, I understand that the Secretary of the Interior will
ensure that the agreement with California is drafted in such a way as to
avoid this infirmity.

Note: H.R. 4712, approved October 27, was assigned Public: Law No. 99-
552.

Citation: Ronald Reagan: "Statement on Signing the Klamath
River Basin Fishery Restoration Bill ;" October 27, 1986. Online by
Gerhard Peters and John T. Woolley, The American Presidency
Project. http:__//www.presidency.ucsb.edu/wsj?pid=36_658.
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