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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 
 

Hearing Date 
July 11, 2019  

Subject   
Zoning Clearance Certificates  

Contact 
Steven A. Santos  

 
Project Description Two Zoning Clearance Certificates to be considered for expiration.   
Application 11428 is a Zoning Clearance Certificate for 10,000 square feet of new mixed light 
cannabis cultivation.  Application 13884 is an RRR Zoning Clearance Certificate for 19,820 of new 
mixed light cannabis cultivation.  The proposed project is located on Assessor's Parcel Number 
202-171-017, which is approximately 5 acres in area.  
 
Project Location:  The project site is located in Humboldt County, in the Fortuna area, on the east 
and west sides of Pampas Lane, approximately 1.05 miles north from the intersection of Rohnerville 
Road and South Loop Road on the property known as 109 Pampas Lane, Fortuna. 
 
Present Plan Land Use Designations:  Agricultural Suburban (AS), Fortuna Area Community Plan 
(FACP). 
 
Present Zoning:  Agriculture General with Building Site Combining Zone (AG-B-5(5)) 
 
Application Number: 11428 / 13884   Case Number:  ZCC 16-135 / ZCC 16-136 
 
Assessor Parcel Number:  202-171-017 
Applicant 
Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc.  
California Cannabis Growers Network Inc. 
Josh Clark 
42112 Roanoake Street 
Temecula, CA. 92591 

Owner 
Terrence and Cindy Zercher  
DBA Agricultural Operation 
16690 Mount Hoffman Circle 
Fountain Valley, CA. 92708 

 

 
Environmental Review:  The proposed project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per section 15268 (Ministerial Projects) of the CEQA 
Guidelines.  
 
State Appeal Status:  The proposed project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal 
Commission 
 
Major Issues:   Multiple complaints regarding light pollution and potential violation of the 
performance standards for mixed light cultivation described in HCC 314-55.4.11(v). 
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Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc./ California Cannabis Growers Network, Inc. 
Case Numbers ZCC 16-135 / ZCC 16-136 

APN 202-171-017 
 

Recommended Commission Action 
1. Describe the application as a public hearing; 
2. Request that staff present the project; 
3.  Open the public hearing and receive testimony; and 
4.  Close the hearing and take the following action:  
Determine that repeated violations of the performance standards for mixed light cultivation per 
HCC 314-55.4.11(v) merits expiration under HCC 312-2.5 and adopt the Resolutions expiring the 
Zoning Clearance Certificates for Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc. and California Cannabis 
Growers Network Inc.   
 
Executive Summary:  For Planning Commission consideration are two Zoning Clearance 
Certificates consisting of a total of 29,820 square feet of mixed light cultivation.  The approved 
projects are located on Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 210-231-012, which is approximately 5 
acres in area.  Staff is recommending the Commission determine that repeated violations of the 
performance standards for mixed light cultivation per HCC 314-55.4.11(v) merit expiration of the 
Zoning Clearance Certificates under HCC 312-2.5.  The operation has been the subject of 
multiple light pollution complaints from three distinct time periods since greenhouse construction 
completed in June 2018.  While there have also been other complaints regarding the operation 
such as strong odor, the staff recommendation is limited to the light pollution since Ordinance 
2599 grants applicants within special areas a timeframe to comply with odor mitigation 
standards and that timeframe is still pending.  The policy question before the Commission is 
whether HCC 314.55.4.11(w) allows repeated opportunities to correct light violations. 
 
Analysis:  Zoning Clearance Certificates are ministerial actions subject to approval by the 
Planning Director.  The required findings that the Director must make include the finding that the 
proposed development conforms with all of the requirements of the Humboldt County Zoning 
Regulations. The Zoning Regulations include performance standards which must be met for the 
life of the project and per HCC 312-2.5 the Zoning Clearance Certificate will expire when the 
development no longer conforms with the County Zoning Regulations. 
 
The decision of whether a Zoning Clearance Certificate is expired may occur by the Zoning 
Administrator without a public hearing, however these particular Zoning Clearance Certificates 
have been referred by the Zoning Administrator to the Planning Commission per HCC 312-1.2.5 
because the nature of the lighting violations raise policy implications that should be addressed 
at a public hearing.  Specifically, the issue is at what point do violations of performance 
standards render an approved and existing development no longer in conformance with the 
Zoning Regulations. 
 
The performance standards in question are strictly the mixed-light standards of HCC 314-
55.4.11(v) which require mixed-light lighting to not be visible from neighboring properties 
between sunset and sunrise. HCC 314-55.11(w) provides that when the Department receives 
complaints that the lighting is out of alignment or not complying with these standards, within ten 
(10) working days of receiving written notification the applicant shall submit written verification 
that the lights’ shielding and alignment has been repaired, inspected and corrected as 
necessary. The operator of these Zoning Clearance Certificates has responded as required 
under this section however the lighting complaints have continued to persist. The project 
background chronology below includes complaints on topics such as odor that have been 
determined by the Planning Department to not be violations of Zoning Regulations at this time. 
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Background: Application 11428 is a Zoning Clearance Certificate for 10,000 square feet of new 
mixed light cannabis cultivation.  Application 13884 is an RRR Zoning Clearance Certificate for 
19,820 of new mixed light cannabis cultivation.  The property is adjacent to the Fortuna city limits 
boundary and there are multiple residences nearby.  Both Zoning Clearance Certificates 11428 
and 13884 were submitted on November 10, 2016 and became effective on May 15, 2017.  The 
two approved staff reports can be found as Attachments 35 and 36.  
 
The first cultivation season in 2017 was full sun outdoor with no artificial light (Attachment 1).  The 
project received its first inspection on August 31, 2017.  At that time no compliance issues were 
observed (Attachment 2).  On September 29, 2017 the Department received a letter from the 
applicant acknowledging neighborhood concerns about the operation and pledging to work 
with neighbors and the county (Attachment 3).  On April 12, 2018 the county issued Agriculture 
Exemptions to construct nine greenhouses.  Based on available aerial imagery, the greenhouses 
were completed by June 2018 (Attachment 4).   
 
On June 27, 2018 the Department received an email from a neighbor (Neighbor 1) expressing 
multiple concerns ranging from neighborhood notification to the proper permit type to whether 
the installed fencing conforms to the approved proposal (Attachment 5).  Unfortunately, the 
concerns regarding notification and Conditional Use Permits are standards described in 
Ordinance 2599 and do not apply to the applicant’s operation since the project was approved 
under Ordinance 2544.  
 
On August 8, 2018 the Department receives a complaint from a second neighbor (Neighbor 2) 
(Attachment 6) regarding impacts from the cultivation area.  This letter describes concerns 
similar to the previous letter such as setback and notification requirements under Ordinance 
2599 as well as odor.  As noted in the paragraph above, the applicant’s operation was 
approved under Ordinance 2544. 
 
On October 2, 2018 the Department receives an email chain covering several months from a 
third neighbor (Neighbor 3) describing complaints regarding setbacks and odor (Attachment 7).  
As noted above, the applicant’s operation was approved under Ordinance 2544 and is subject 
to different setback requirements.  While Ordinance 2599 does implement odor mitigation 
requirements on previously approved projects within special areas, the Ordinance gives 
applicants until the end of 2019 to gain approval of plans to address odor management and 
until June of 2021 to construct those improvements. 
 
On October 24, 2018, the department receives an email (Attachment 8) from Neighbor 1 
regarding odor and a detailed complaint about light pollution.  The Department responds with 
an October 30, 2018 letter to the applicant (Attachment 9).  That letter gave the applicant two 
weeks to take corrective action.   
 
On November 10, 2018 the Department receives another complaint of light pollution and odor 
from Neighbor 1 (Attachment 10).  It is noted that this complaint was received within the two-
week window the applicant was given to take corrective action.   
 
On November 13, 2018, the applicant provides a response to the Department’s October 30, 
2018 letter (Attachment 11).  The response states that only one greenhouse has lights and that 
an external tarp system was being used for control.  The applicant also states that they will 
implement an internal tarp system as well as research other options.  The Department follows up 
with a November 26, 2018 letter (Attachment 12) to the applicant stating that additional 
violations of light pollution performance standards will result in revocation of permit.   
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On December 7, 2018 the Department receives an email (Attachment 13) and separate 
response (Attachment 14) from applicant regarding the November 26 letter described above.  
The email suggests light pollution could be coming from another location.  Response suggests 
that complaints are vexatious in nature.  Response also describes additional measures taken to 
prevent light pollution and includes an invitation to inspect.   
 
On January 10, 2019 the Department inspects the operation after sunset and observed no light 
pollution (Attachment 15).  This inspection verified that the applicant installed the internal tarp 
system described in the applicant’s November 13, 2018 correspondence.  On February 4, 2019 
the Department conducted a follow up inspection during daylight hours.  This inspection 
identified a handful of minor site and operations plan conformance issues which were described 
in a March 19, 2019 email inspection summary from the Department (Attachment 16).  The 
Department is currently working with the applicant to remedy these other issues and the 
applicant is currently waiting for a response from the Department. 
 
On March 29, 2019 the Department received an email from Neighbor 1 complaining of light 
pollution (Attachment 17).  The email included pictures of the greenhouses (Attachments 18 and 
19).  Upon review of the photos it appears there may be a single source of light on the left-hand 
side emanating through the two pictured greenhouses.  The Department followed up on April 
23, 2019 with a phone call and email to the applicant and received an email response the same 
day (Attachment 20).  The response from the applicant notes that there are other light pollution 
sources in the surrounding area. 
 
One June 12, 2019 the Department received an email (Attachment 21) from Neighbor 1 
regarding light pollution including photos (Attachments 22 and 23).  Review of the photos 
identify two greenhouses within the photograph with one of the greenhouses illuminated from 
what appears to be the interior.   
 
On June 14, 2019, the Department received two complaint forms from Neighbor 3 regarding 
odor over two separate days (Attachments 24 and 25).  On June 21, the Department received 
three complaint forms, two from Neighbor 3 and one from a fourth neighbor regarding odor 
(Attachments 26, 27, and 28).  It is again noted that the applicant is still within the timeframe 
provided by Ordinance 2599 to install odor mitigation.   
 
One June 22, 2019, the Department received an email (Attachment 29) from Neighbor 1 
regarding light pollution along with two photos (Attachments 30 and 31).   Review of the photos 
show very similar patterns of light as the June 14 photos described above only brighter.  On June 
25, 2019 the Department received an email from Neighbor 3 describing light pollution 
(Attachment 32). 
 
On June 26, 2019, the Department responded to the recent light pollution complaints by 
notifying the applicant of the public hearing before the Planning Commission (Attachment 33).  
The applicant responded right away proposing additional measures that could be taken 
(Attachment 34).  
 
Summary: The Department has not been able to independently verify the light pollution 
because it does not appear to occur on a frequent basis. Review of the photographs submitted 
by neighboring property owners appear to indicate that one particular greenhouse is the source 
of concern and the light source and intensity seems to vary.  Examination of the photographs 
has been challenging because the precise source of the light is not entirely clear.  For example, 
it is difficult to determine if the light is external to the greenhouses and shining through.  It is noted 
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that whenever the applicant was notified of issues concerning the cultivation operation, the 
Department always received a timely response and follow up.  However, the lighting complaints 
have continued and recently included photographs indicating that the operator has been 
unable to maintain 100% compliance with the performance standards.  
 
The Department has struggled with enforcement of the lighting standards dealing with projects 
on a complaint-driven basis, particularly as they occur during non-working hours.  The CMMLUO 
specifies that operators shall have ten working days from being notified of non-compliance to 
make corrections, however it is silent to repeated occurrences of said non-compliance.    The 
reason for the performance standard is because there are social and environmental impacts to 
light pollution from cannabis operations and allowing unlimited opportunities for corrections of 
chronic violations defeats the purpose of the performance standard and could send the wrong 
message to permit holders   Therefore, the policy question before the Commission is whether 
HCC 314.55.4.11(w) allows repeated opportunities to correct light violations. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: The Planning Commission could elect to direct staff to work with the applicant to 
resolve the complaints and implement additional mitigation measures. The Planning Commission 
could also determine that the noted lighting violations are not egregious enough to merit 
expiration and direct staff as to the appropriate threshold for expiration.    
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 19- 
 

Case Numbers ZCC 16-135  
Assessor Parcel Numbers: 202-171-017  

 
Makes the required findings for certifying compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act and expire the Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc. Zoning Clearance Certificate. 
 
WHEREAS, A Zoning Clearance Certificate was effective May 15, 2017 for 10,000 square feet of 
new mixed light cultivation; and 
 
WHEREAS, HCC 312-2.5 states a Zoning Clearance Certificate shall expire when the proposed 
development no longer conforms with the County Zoning Regulations; and  
 
WHEREAS, HCC 314-55.4.11(v) states that those cultivators using artificial lighting for mixed-light 
cultivation shall shield greenhouses so that little to no light escapes.  Light shall not escape at a 
level that is visible from neighboring properties between sunset and sunrise; and 
 
WHEREAS, The County Planning and Building Department has received six complaints of light 
pollution; and 
 
WHEREAS, The County Planning and Building Department has reviewed the submitted complaints 
and evidence; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per section 15268 (Ministerial Projects) of the CEQA Guidelines; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, A public hearing was held on the matter before the Humboldt County Planning 
Commission on July 11, 2019. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by the Humboldt County Planning 
Commission that: 
 
1. The proposed project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) per section 15268 (Ministerial Projects) of the CEQA Guidelines; and 
 
2. Multiple violations of the artificial lighting performance standards in HCC 315-55.4.11(v) for 

mixed light cultivation has occurred; and 
 
3. The development is no longer be in conformance with County Zoning Regulations; and 
 
4. Zoning Clearance Certificate ZCC 16-135 is expired per HCC 312-2.5. 
 
Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 11, 2019.  
 
The motion was made by Commissioner   and seconded by Commissioner  . 
 
AYES: Commissioners:  
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NOES: Commissioners:  
ABSTAIN:  Commissioners:  
ABSENT: Commissioners:  
DECISION: Motion carries    
 
    
I, John Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify 
the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter 
by said Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      
 

 _____________________________________ 
John Ford 

 Director, Planning and Building Department 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 19- 
 

Case Numbers ZCC 16-136 
Assessor Parcel Numbers: 202-171-017  

 
Makes the required findings for certifying compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act and expire the California Cannabis Growers Network Inc. Zoning Clearance Certificate. 
 
WHEREAS, An RRR Zoning Clearance Certificate was effective May 15, 2017 for a total of 19,820 
square feet of mixed light cultivation; and 
 
WHEREAS, HCC 312-2.5 states a Zoning Clearance Certificate shall expire when the proposed 
development no longer conforms with the County Zoning Regulations; and  
 
WHEREAS, HCC 314-55.4.11(v) states that those cultivators using artificial lighting for mixed-light 
cultivation shall shield greenhouses so that little to no light escapes.  Light shall not escape at a 
level that is visible from neighboring properties between sunset and sunrise; and 
 
WHEREAS, The County Planning and Building Department has received six complaints of light 
pollution; and 
 
WHEREAS, The County Planning and Building Department has reviewed the submitted complaints 
and evidence; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per section 15268 (Ministerial Projects) of the CEQA Guidelines; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, A public hearing was held on the matter before the Humboldt County Planning 
Commission on July 11, 2019. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by the Humboldt County Planning 
Commission that: 
 
1. The proposed project is statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) per section 15268 (Ministerial Projects) of the CEQA Guidelines; and 
 
2. Multiple violations of the artificial lighting performance standards in HCC 315-55.4.11(v) for 

mixed light cultivation has occurred; and 
 

3. The development is no longer in conformance with County Zoning Regulations; and 
 

4. Zoning Clearance Certificate ZCC 16-136 is expired per HCC 312-2.5. 
 
Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 11, 2019.  
 
The motion was made by Commissioner   and seconded by Commissioner  . 
 
AYES: Commissioners:  
NOES: Commissioners:  
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ABSTAIN:  Commissioners:  
ABSENT: Commissioners:  
DECISION: Motion carries    
 
    
I, John Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify 
the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter 
by said Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      
 

 _____________________________________ 
John Ford 

 Director, Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

October 6, 2017 TerraServer Image of Full Sun Cultivation 
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Attachment 1 
Case Numbers ZCC 16-135 / ZCC 16-136 

APN 202-171-017 
October 6, 2017 TerraServer Image 

Full Sun Cultivation – No Artificial Light 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

August 21, 2017 Inspection Summary 
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Santos, Steven A

To: Moreno, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: Pampas Lane

From: Moreno, Elizabeth 
Sent: Friday, September 1, 2017 3:39:43 PM 
To: jourique@ci.fortuna.ca.us 
Cc: Ford, John 
Subject: Pampas Lane  
  
Hi Jennifer, 

                Thank you for your concern regarding the commercial cannabis cultivation permit (ZCC‐16‐135) located on 

parcel 202‐171‐017 on Pampas Lane. In response to the many inquiries and questions about whether this site is in 

compliance, the Planning and Building Department inspected the site on August 31, 2017.   The cultivation site is in 

compliance with the Humboldt County Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance. Mixed light operations can 

use natural light.  

The findings are as follows: 

 Site was clean, bed parameters were well defined, organized, and do not exceed the permitted cultivation area 

of 10,000 square feet. 

 All setbacks from cultivation area to the property boundary lines are met or exceeded – 34 feet from Northern 

property line and 72 feet from his Western property line.  This was verified with tape measurements taken on 

site.  Photos of measurements are included as figures 1‐3.  

  Though the ordinance does not establish any standards for odor, we noted that no cannabis odor was detected 

until we entered the property. 

 There was no trash or other environmental impacts observed. 
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Figure 1. 34' feet setback on the North Side of the cultivation. 

 

Figure 2. Looking North, 34 feet setback. 
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Figure 3. Westside 72 feet setback. 

  

  

  
I hope this information  dispels  any other concerns from the City of Fortuna, 
  
Best, 

 

Elizabeth Moreno 
Planner 
Cannabis Services Division 

Planning and Building Department  

707.268.3713 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

September 29, 2017 Letter from Applicant 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

June 8, 2018 Planet Image of Constructed Greenhouses 
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Attachment 2 
Case Numbers ZCC 16-135 / ZCC 16-136 

APN 202-171-017 
June 8, 2018 Planet Imagery  

Greenhouse Construction Complete 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

June 27, 2018 Email from Neighbor 1 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
 

August 8, 2018 Letter from Neighbor 2 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
 

October 2, 2018 Email Chain from Neighbor 3 
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ATTACHMENT 8 
 

October 24, 2018 Email from Neighbor 1 
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1

Santos, Steven A

From:
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2018 7:33 AM
To: Ford, John; Santos, Steven A
Cc: Sue Long; Fennell, Estelle
Subject: Lights and odor

Mr. Ford.   
 
Josh Clark has had lights on all night long at his grow in one of his hoop houses at Pampas Lane.  It was my 
understanding that lights would be off approximately 1 hour after sunset and return on no earlier than 1 hour 
before sunrise.  This has not been the case and it seems he is testing his abilities at violating the law (if that 
indeed is the law).  I have some questions and would appreciate some answers.  The last question I asked via 
email went unanswered and if you cannot help please direct me to someone who can answer my questions. 
 
1 Is Josh permitted to leave lights on all night long? 
2 Has Josh been notified of his current non-compliance and if yes, when did that occur? 
3 Has Josh submitted a plan to become compliant as the law requires? 
 
Additionally, my son and his grandchildren commented on a smell from the growth .   

 
 I asked her to tell me when she smells it and she told me it would be easier to tell me when she 

doesn't smell anything versus telling me when she does.  Please consider this a smell complaint. 
 
Again, if you cannot or will not answer, would you please direct me to someone who will help me? 
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ATTACHMENT 9 
 

October 30, 2018 Letter from Department to Applicant 
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C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

C A N N A B I S  S E R V I C E S  D I V I S I O N  

 
3015 H Street Eureka CA 95501    

Fax: (707) 268-3792   Phone: (707)445-7541  
 

 

Page 1 of 1 
 

 
 

October 30, 2018 
 
Pacific Cannabis Growers, Inc 
Josh Clark 
42112 Roanoake Street 
Temecula, CA 92591 
 
RE: Permit Application No. 11428, APN 202-171-017 
 
Dear Josh,  
 
A complaint has been received by the Planning and Building Department about light pollution 
emanating from your commercial cannabis operation. The permit ZCC16-135 is for 10,000 square 
feet of mixed light cultivation. The Performance Standards of your permit stipulate that light shall 
not escape at a level that is visible from neighboring properties and that operators will comply 
with International Dark Sky Standards (H.C.C. 55.4.11). Action must be taken immediately to cure 
the violation. Please submit written verification that the lights’ shielding and alignment has been 
repaired, inspected and corrected as necessary by November 14th, 2018.  
   
If you have questions about this letter, please contact Stevie Luther at 707-268-3737 or 
sluther@co.humboldt.ca.us.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stevie Luther 
Planner 
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ATTACHMENT 10 
 

November 10, 2018 Email from Neighbor 1 
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1

Santos, Steven A

From:
Sent: Saturday, November 10, 2018 8:20 AM
To: Johnson, Cliff; Santos, Steven A; Ford, John
Subject: Hoop House lighting

Last night the Pampas lane growers began overnight lighting again in the 4 western hoop houses.  I must 
assume they started over this long weekend because they know there is nobody in enforcement available to 
check things out.  I noticed it and walked out to observe around 2AM last night.  The lighting, while not as 
intense as the last time is still on, nonetheless.   If they are permitted to 
use lighting overnight, then so be it.  If not and they have been warned then they are again violating the rules.  I 
said some time ago that most of these growers began as outlaws and while they claim they are trying to now be 
legal, they will forever be outlaws.  Are they allowed to use any lights overnight from sunset to sundown other 
than necessary security? 
 
The smell has been a little nasty around some areas of my property. 
 
Best regards, 
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ATTACHMENT 11 
 

November 13, 2018 Response from Applicant to October 30 Letter 
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To whom it may concern, 
                                 In regards to the light complaints about 109 Pampas Ln, Fortuna Ca 95540 
We currrently only have lights in one greenhouse and have had a tarp that was used to cover 
the outside of the greenhouse and block the light. We are not sure if this blew ajar or something 
like that one night. We have always found it on over the structure, and are not sure where the 
light leak came from. But nonetheless we have now move the blackout system inside the 
structure to prevent any unaccidental uncoverings during the night.  As well we are currently 
looking into automated systems as well.-Joshua  
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ATTACHMENT 12 
 

November 26, 2018 Letter from Department to Applicant 
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C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

C A N N A B I S  S E R V I C E S  D I V I S I O N  

 
3015 H Street Eureka CA 95501    

Fax: (707) 268-3792   Phone: (707)445-7541  
 

 

 
 
 

November 26, 2018 
NOTICE 

Pacific Cannabis Growers, Inc 
Josh Clark 
42112 Roanoake Street 
Temecula, CA 92591 
 
RE: Permit Application No. 11428, APN 202-171-017 
 
Dear Mr. Clark,  
 
A letter was sent on October 30, 2018 alerting you to the second complaint received by the 
Planning and Building Department about light pollution emanating from your commercial 
cannabis operation. This notice is to inform you that a third complaint of light pollution was 
received on November 10, 2018. This is the final notice to bring your operation into compliance 
with the performance standards described in your Zoning Clearance Certificate. Failure to bring 
your operation into immediate compliance will result in revocation of your cultivation permit.  
 
You must provide substantial evidence no later than December 7, 2018 that demonstrates that 
your operation is not only in compliance but also that you have taken adequate steps to ensure 
that no light pollution will occur in the future. 
 
Please understand that your operation is located in proximity to a residential area and it is your 
responsibility to be a good neighbor at all times.    
  
If you have questions about this letter, please contact Stevie Luther at 707-268-3737 or 
sluther@co.humboldt.ca.us.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephen Luther 
Planner I 
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ATTACHMENT 13 
 

December 7, 2018 Email from Applicant 
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From: J ?
To: Batten, Blake
Subject: Fwd: 109 Pampas Ln Light Complaint
Date: Monday, December 31, 2018 11:09:50 AM
Attachments: letter2county.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: J ? <jcog323@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Dec 7, 2018 at 11:25 AM
Subject: 109 Pampas Ln Light Complaint
To: <sluther@co.humboldt.ca.us>

Hey Stevie,
 Attached is our response to the alleged violation. As well I think my neighbors are

the source of this issue. They have a cultivation permit as well but there greenhouses are lit up
every night. I don't know if they are getting complaints as well, or if the neighbors are
confusing the 2 properties, or just blanket complaining at this point. I have photographic
evidence but I really do not want to be the source of a complaint. I would suggest you guys
come and visit the site when it is dark. 
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ATTACHMENT 14 
 

December 7, 2018 Response from Applicant to November 26 Letter 
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Pacific Cannabis Grower’s Light Complaint Response 
 

To whom it may concern, 
                                          Pacific Cannabis Growers official response is that there is no 
light leaks coming from our greenhouses. These are unfounded complaints from a 
group of people that freely told John Ford & Elizabeth Moreno that they wouldn’t stop 
making complaints against our operation even if there was nothing to complain about. 
There is one of two scenario’s playing out here, they are making completly false claims 
against us. Or they are mistaking the lights from our neighbor who does not adhere to 
the light standards set forth in the CMMLUO for our own greenhouses, but I doubt they 
are confusing the two properties. So they are still making false complaints against our 
operation, knowingly. How long will they be allowed to abuse the complaint system like 
this? I would ask two things from the county at this point. Please request photographic 
evidence from the people making these complaints. And secondly please come down 
and visit the site after dark. At least that way you guys will figure out that their 
complaints are unfounded and they have no problem burdening the county or myself 
with false complaints.  
Regardless of the false complaints and harrassement at this point. Pacific Cannabis 
Growers has taken additional steps and measures to prevent any light leaks from our 
greenhouse with lights. We have removed the lights from timers and now turn them on 
only after we have pulled the tarps. This insures that the lights will not be on unless the 
light coverings are in place. As well as stated before we are planning on investing in 
automated systems in the near future. 
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ATTACHMENT 15 
 

January 10, 2019 Inspection Summary Memo 
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1/11/2019 

MEMO RE: Permit Application No. 11428 & 13884 

Key APN 202-171-017 

Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc. 

 

On the evening of January 10, 2019 at 18:00 PACT staff members Devin Sutfin and Blake Batten conducted 

an inspection of APN 202-171-017 in response to complaints received by the Planning Department. The 

inspection concluded the following:  

 Only two hoophouses were utilizing supplemental light for vegetative growth. These hoophouses 

deployed shielding (Figure 1) that prevented light escaping at a level that would violate 

International Dark Sky Association (IDA) standards and County Code.  

 

 The applicant stated that the remaining hoophouses and greenhouses were not utilizing 

supplemental light due to ongoing difficulty of supplying power to all structures. Supplemental 

lighting was not observed in other cultivation areas.  

 

 The applicant stated that the outdoor security lighting (Figure 2) is motion-activated. The security 

lighting appeared to have shielding to regulate light spillage. Staff advised the applicant to ensure 

that fixtures are oriented to prevent light spillage on neighboring properties and provided him a 

handout on IDA approved light fixtures. 

 

 Staff did not notice any cannabis odor prior to entering the property 

 

 Staff also observed water storage tanks (Figure 3) that were not included on the site plan or other 

application materials. An additional daytime inspection will be required to ensure that all aspects 

of the operation conform to the terms of issued County permits prior to approval of an Annual 

State License. 
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Figure 1 – Light Shielding 

 

Figure 2 – Security Lighting 
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Figure 3 – Water Storage Tanks 
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ATTACHMENT 16 
 

March 19, 2019 Inspection Summary Email 
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ATTACHMENT 17 
 

March 29, 2019 Email from Neighbor 1 
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1

Santos, Steven A

From:
Sent: Friday, March 29, 2019 5:42 AM
To: Ford, John; cjonson@co.humboldt.ca.us; Santos, Steven A
Cc: Fennell, Estelle; Sue Long
Subject: Re: Hoop house lighting.
Attachments: GrowLights (1 of 2).jpg; GrowLights (2 of 2).jpg

 

On Monday, November 12, 2018 9:29 AM, "Ford, John" <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote: 
 

Hi  
  
We have received the light complaint.  This is a violation of the permit as they are required to comply with dark 
sky standards and are not allowed to have light to spill over onto adjacent property.  In enforcing this, the next 
step will be to provide written notification that continued violation will result in loss of the privilege to cultivate.  
  
To that end, could you provide me with pictures if they continue to light up the night sky. 
  
Thank you 
  
John 
  

 

John H. Ford 
Director 
Planning and Building Department 

707.268.3738 

  
  
Here are pictures of the grow lights last night.  I think they might try to sneak them on weekends.  What are your 
thoughts?  What is being done to brong the grow into compliance and does J. Clark have a plan? 
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ATTACHMENT 18 
 

March 29, 2019 Photo 
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ATTACHMENT 19 
 

March 29, 2019 Photo 
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ATTACHMENT 20 
 

April 23, 2019 Email to and Response from Applicant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZCC-16-135 / ZCC-16-136 Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc. / California Cannabis Growers Network Inc. 11428 / 13884 
July 11, 2019

 
Page  61



ZCC-16-135 / ZCC-16-136 Pacific Cannabis Growers Inc. / California Cannabis Growers Network Inc. 11428 / 13884 
July 11, 2019

 
Page  62



ATTACHMENT 21 
 

June 11, 2019 Email from Neighbor 1 
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1

Santos, Steven A

From:
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 6:31 AM
To: Ford, John; Fennell, Estelle
Cc: Johnson, Cliff; ; Santos, Steven A; Saucedo, Portia
Subject: Re: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C
Attachments: LoopGrow (1 of 2).jpg; LoopGrow (2 of 2).jpg; 11428 light pollution violation Final Notice.docx

Mr. Ford: 
 
The grow on Loop road  appears to still be leaving their lights on in spite of being 
notified by your office.  It seems as though they really don't care as there is no enforcement nor any 
consequences for them breaking the rules. They are apparently able to do as they wish.  Has the hearing you 
promised been scheduled?  I have received no notification of any. 
 
The pictures attached were taken last night June 11, 2019 between 10:06 and 11:18 PM.  They were on all night 
long.   
 

 
 

From: "Ford, John" <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
To: "Fennell, Estelle" <EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us>;   
Cc: "Johnson, Cliff" <CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 8:02 AM 
Subject: RE: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C 
 
Hi  
  
  
The last inspection we performed on the site was on January 10, 2019.   At that time it was 
determined that the site was in compliance.   On November 26, 2018 we sent him the attached letter 
putting Mr. Clark on notice that additional violations will result in the loss of the ability to 
cultivate.  Based on the photos you submitted, in March of 2019, of the unshielded greenhouses we 
will schedule the Zoning Clearance Certificate for a hearing to determine if there are grounds to 
revoke the ZCC.  You will be notified of the hearing. 
  
John 
  
  

 

John H. Ford 
Director 
Planning and Building Department 

707.268.3738 
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From: Ford, John  
Sent: Monday, April 22, 2019 8:04 AM 
To: Fennell, Estelle <EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us>;  
Subject: Re: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C 
  
Hi  
  
The version of the ordinance being considered by the Coastal Commission only applies to the 
Coastal Zone.  It will have no bearing on inland areas. 
  
I do not know whether we have formally notified Josh Clark yet, but I will get an answer to that. 
  
John 
  

From:  
Sent: Sunday, April 21, 2019 8:48 AM 
To: Ford, John; Fennell, Estelle 
Subject: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C  
  
Dear Mr. Ford and Supervisor Fennell: 
  
5 questions total. 
  
Is there anything in the new, updated or amended ordinance:  County of Humboldt LCP 
Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C ( California Coastal 
Commission ) which in any way predominantly affects any of the residents in rural 
residential zones or sphere of influence zones in Humboldt County?  Are there changes 
which undermine any of the current zoning or setback requirements?   Is it just for the 
coastal zone?  I saw none but would appreciate your comments. A hearing and a vote are 
scheduled on May 9, 2019 and needs public comment fairly quickly.  It seemed to me that 
none of the changes were material from my standpoint but I understand that you are the 
ones responsible for knowing what is in the document and answering any questions. 
  
Mr. Ford, I am still awaiting comment from my email sent to you on April 10, 
2019.  Additionally, I would like to know if Josh Clark has received a letter of non-
compliance and what date. Also, has he submitted a plan to become compliant and what 
date? 
  

California Coastal Commission 
 

  
   Sincere regards, 
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ATTACHMENT 22 
 

June 11, 2019 Photo 
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ATTACHMENT 23 
 

June 11, 2019 Photo 
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ATTACHMENT 24 
 

June 14, 2019 Complaint Form 
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ATTACHMENT 25 
 

June 14, 2019 Complaint Form 
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ATTACHMENT 26 
 

June 21, 2019 Complaint Form 
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ATTACHMENT 27 
 

June 21, 2019 Complaint Form 
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ATTACHMENT 28 
 

June 21, 2019 Complaint Form 
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ATTACHMENT 29 
 

June 22, 2019 Email from Neighbor 1 
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1

Santos, Steven A

From:
Sent: Saturday, June 22, 2019 7:44 AM
To: Johnson, Cliff; Ford, John; Fennell, Estelle
Cc: Sue Long; Santos, Steven A; Saucedo, Portia
Subject: Re: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C
Attachments: OLY20004.JPG; OLY20003copy.jpg

I have attached another picture taken last night(hi-res and lo-res).  I am not sure why you need to have a hearing 
to decide about the revocation of the permit.  If your agency or another has advised Mr. Clark then he is clearly 
demonstrating insubordination regarding these warnings.  I rarely have ever received three warnings on a 
moving violation by the police.  Usually one and done, no warning.  Your process clearly shows preference to 
the grower over the residents who must endure the light, noise, and smell of the grow.  There is a remediation 
process in place to move Mr. Clark to another area.  Why schedule a meeting just to slap him on the wrist and 
let him continue to defy permit regulations? 
 
I will have to take time off work to come to the meeting on June 11 if is scheduled at an inconvenient time 
(inconvenient for me, not for you).  Please tell me what time you will convene the hearing/meeting on June 11. 
 
Sincerely  
 

From: "Johnson, Cliff" <CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
To: ; "Ford, John" <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>; "Fennell, Estelle" 
<EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us>  
Cc: Sue Long <slong@ci.fortuna.ca.us>; "Santos, Steven A" <sasantos@co.humboldt.ca.us>; "Saucedo, Portia" 
<psaucedo1@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 9:23 AM 
Subject: RE: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C 
 

 
  
Thank you for submitting these pictures. We are planning on having this cultivation permit heard on 
the July 11th Planning Commission agenda to seek a recommendation to the Board for revocation of 
the permit. Please continue to inform us of lighting and other issues as they happen, as we will 
include this information in the report to the Planning Commission.  
  
  
Cliff Johnson, Supervising Planner 
County of Humboldt Planning and Building Department 
3015 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
(707) 268-3721 
  
  
  
From:   
Sent: Wednesday, June 12, 2019 6:31 AM 
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To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Fennell, Estelle <EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Cc: Johnson, Cliff <CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Sue Long <slong@ci.fortuna.ca.us>; Santos, 
Steven A <sasantos@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Saucedo, Portia <psaucedo1@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Subject: Re: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C 
  
Mr. Ford: 
  
The grow on Loop road  appears to still be leaving their lights on in spite of 
being notified by your office.  It seems as though they really don't care as there is no enforcement nor 
any consequences for them breaking the rules. They are apparently able to do as they wish.  Has the 
hearing you promised been scheduled?  I have received no notification of any. 
  
The pictures attached were taken last night June 11, 2019 between 10:06 and 11:18 PM.  They were 
on all night long.   
  

 
  

From: "Ford, John" <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
To: "Fennell, Estelle" <EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us>;   
Cc: "Johnson, Cliff" <CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2019 8:02 AM 
Subject: RE: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C 
  
Hi  
  
  
The last inspection we performed on the site was on January 10, 2019.   At that time it was 
determined that the site was in compliance.   On November 26, 2018 we sent him the attached letter 
putting Mr. Clark on notice that additional violations will result in the loss of the ability to 
cultivate.  Based on the photos you submitted, in March of 2019, of the unshielded greenhouses we 
will schedule the Zoning Clearance Certificate for a hearing to determine if there are grounds to 
revoke the ZCC.  You will be notified of the hearing. 
  
John 
  
  

 

John H. Ford 
Director 
Planning and Building Department 

707.268.3738 

  
  
From: Ford, John  
Sent: Monday, April 22, 2019 8:04 AM 
To: Fennell, Estelle <EFennell@co.humboldt.ca.us>;  
Subject: Re: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C 
  
Hi  
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The version of the ordinance being considered by the Coastal Commission only applies to the 
Coastal Zone.  It will have no bearing on inland areas. 
  
I do not know whether we have formally notified Josh Clark yet, but I will get an answer to that. 
  
John 
  

From:  
Sent: Sunday, April 21, 2019 8:48 AM 
To: Ford, John; Fennell, Estelle 
Subject: County of Humboldt LCP Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C  
  
Dear Mr. Ford and Supervisor Fennell: 
  
5 questions total. 
  
Is there anything in the new, updated or amended ordinance:  County of Humboldt LCP 
Amendment Application No. LCP-1-HUM-16-0075-2 Part C ( California Coastal 
Commission ) which in any way predominantly affects any of the residents in rural 
residential zones or sphere of influence zones in Humboldt County?  Are there changes 
which undermine any of the current zoning or setback requirements?   Is it just for the 
coastal zone?  I saw none but would appreciate your comments. A hearing and a vote are 
scheduled on May 9, 2019 and needs public comment fairly quickly.  It seemed to me that 
none of the changes were material from my standpoint but I understand that you are the 
ones responsible for knowing what is in the document and answering any questions. 
  
Mr. Ford, I am still awaiting comment from my email sent to you on April 10, 
2019.  Additionally, I would like to know if Josh Clark has received a letter of non-
compliance and what date. Also, has he submitted a plan to become compliant and what 
date? 
  

California Coastal Commission 
 

  
   Sincere regards, 
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ATTACHMENT 30 
 

June 22, 2019 Photo 
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ATTACHMENT 31 
 

June 22, 2019 Photo 
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ATTACHMENT 32 
 

June 25, 2019 Email from Neighbor 3 
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Santos, Steven A

From: Johnson, Cliff

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:34 PM

To: Santos, Steven A

Subject: FW: Pampas lane Cannbis grow

 

 

From:   

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 3:24 PM 

To: Johnson, Cliff <CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us> 

Cc:  

Subject: Pampas lane Cannbis grow 

 

Mr. Johnson,  

Please read into the public record that I Observed lighting on after 10pm on 6/21/2019 at the Pampas Lane 

Cannabis grow site. Parcel number 202-171-017  

Growers address is 109 Pampas lane, Fortuna ca. 95540   noted that the lights were on all night.  

It should be noted that I also observed this same lighting issue this spring lights on well after sunset, but did 

not know at that time that it was a code violation. 

Thank you, 
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ATTACHMENT 33 
 

Notice of Public Hearing for ZCC Expiration 
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ATTACHMENT 34 
 

June 26, 2019 Email from Applicant 
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Santos, Steven A

From: Joshua Clark <jcog323@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 1:46 PM
To: Santos, Steven A
Subject: Re: Notice of ZCC Expiration for 11428 and 13885

Hey Steven,  
                    I wish I was hearing from you under better circumstances. Thank you for being patient and understanding 
with me on the phone. It’s not what I was expecting, and is stressful. I wish to request all the related project documents , 
please.  
 
Also I know you said you have to default to you superiors choice on the staff report.  So my question is this, considering 
how much this potentially could negatively impact me and my family’s life. Could I at least present my side of this 
situatuon before a decision will be made on what to say in the county report?  
 
As well here was a thought on a way to address the neighbors concerns  via conditions on my ZCC, which honestly I will 
implement regardless if I can still operate.  
 
1. Only utilize professionally manufactured light depo units. No homemade systems or pulling tarps. 
 
2. plant a tree line along the property line to reduce visibility  
 
3. Having a fully functioning cctv surveillance system instead of ring cameras which only record when there is 
movement. Allow the county access to the videos to confirm or refute any future complaints.... 
 
Do these make sense to you? ‐Joshua L Clark 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jun 26, 2019, at 12:15 PM, Santos, Steven A <sasantos@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote: 

Josh – Following up on our phone conversation moments ago regarding the above Zoning Clearance 
Certificates.  Attached is the Notice of Expiration that was placed in the mail today.  As discussed on the 
phone you may reply to this email if you wish to request project documents.   With regard to the staff 
report, once it is written and finalized by management, it will be available to you and the public.  
  
I know this is tough news to digest.  Please contact me any time if you have questions.  
  
  

<image001.png>  Steven A. Santos 
Senior Planner 
Planning and Building Department 

707.268.3749 
  
  
  

<PCG ZCC 11428 13885 Expiration Notice.pdf> 
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ATTACHMENT 35 
 

11428 Staff Report ZCC 16-135 
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ATTACHMENT 36 
 

13884 Staff Report ZCC 16-136 
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