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Table 6-1 Major Differences Between the CMMLUO and the Proposed Ordinance Performance Standards 
Requirements CMMLUO Proposed Ordinance 

Generators 60 decibels at a site’s property line. Generators would be required to not result in an increase in existing ambient 
noise levels at the property line of the site, and would not be audible by humans 
from neighboring residences located on separate nearby parcels.  

Where located within one (1) mile of mapped critical habitat for marbled 
murrelet or spotted owls where timberland is present, maximum noise exposure 
from the combination of background and generator created noise may not 
exceed 50 decibels measured at a distance of 100 feet from the generator or 
the edge of habitat, whichever is closer. Where ambient noise levels, without 
including generator noise, exceed 50 decibels within 100 feet from the 
generator or the edge of habitat, generators may continue to be used when an 
increase in ambient noise levels would not result. 

The permit application must include information demonstrating compliance with 
the noise standards, including: a site plan detailing the location of the generator, 
property lines, and nearby forested areas, existing ambient noise levels at the 
property line using current noise measurements (excluding generators) during 
typical periods of use, details on the design of any structure(s) or equipment 
used to attenuate noise, as well as details on the location and characteristics of 
any landscaping, natural features, or other measures which provide serve to 
attenuate generator noise levels at nearby property lines or habitat. 

Lighting 
Standards 

Cultivators using artificial lighting for mixed-light 
cultivation shall shield greenhouse so that little to no 
light escapes.  

Structures used for mixed-light cultivation and nurseries shall be shielded so that 
no light escapes between sunset and sunrise. 

No mixed-light cultivation may occur within 200 feet of a riparian zone. 

All security lighting would be shielded and angled in such a way as to prevent 
light from spilling outside of the boundaries of the site or directly focusing on any 
surrounding uses. 

Renewable 
Energy 

100 percent renewable energy requirement for indoor 
cultivation. 

Energy would be supplied through one of the following: 

on-grid power from 100 percent renewable energy source (PG&E Solar 
Choice, RCEA Community Choice Aggregation, etc.); 
on-grid power with purchase of carbon offset from an accredited source;  
on-site zero net energy provided by a renewable energy source, 

Existing sites may be allowed to use 20 percent generator/80 percent 
renewable energy supplies, upon issuance of a Zoning Clearance Certificate and 
compliance with other energy and generator noise performance standards.  

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

Aesthetics 
Under Alternative 1, new commercial medical cannabis operations in the County could alter localized views 
of scenic vistas or resources. The limitations on size, coverage, and location of cannabis cultivations 
provided under the CMMLUO, in addition to existing County code and coastal zoning regulations, would limit 
the potential for cannabis-related uses to result in a substantial adverse visual impacts on scenic vistas or 
resources. This impact would be lless than significant because cannabis operations would blend with existing 
rural and agricultural uses located in these scenic viewsheds for reasons identified Impact 3.1-1. Compared 
to the proposed ordinance, there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities that could 
occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential for adverse effects on scenic resources. Thus, 
relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts on scenic vistas or resources would be of llesser magnitude 
under Alternative 1.  
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Improvements to existing cannabis operations and new cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 1 
would be visually consistent with the existing rural and agricultural character of the County. Cannabis 
operations are not substantially different in appearance from other agricultural operations, and non-
cultivation activities would appear as similar to other warehouse-based facilities. This impact would be lless 
than significant for the reasons discussed under Impact 3.1-2. Compared to the proposed ordinance, there 
would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County and, 
consequently, less potential for adverse effects on visual character. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts on visual character to quality would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Commercial cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 1 could involve the use of lighting, such as for 
the interior of hoop houses and other light fixtures used at night, which could create new light sources that 
are out of character with the area. Under Alternative 1, CMMLUO standards require that “little to no light 
escapes” from cultivation sites. The performance standards under the proposed ordinance include more 
restrictive standards that would expressly prohibit any light escaping from nurseries and mixed-light 
cannabis cultivation operations. Compared to the proposed ordinance, there would be a smaller number of 
commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential 
lighting and glare impacts. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, light and glare impacts would be of 
lesser magnitude under Alternative 1.  

Agriculture and Forest Resources 
Cannabis is defined under the CMMLUO and by the state as an agricultural product and as such, Alternative 
1 would not result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses nor conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use. The County has determined that cannabis cultivation is a compatible use on lands under 
Williamson Act contracts. There would be nno impact on conversion of farmland to nonagricultural use, or 
conflict with zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract under Alternative 1 or the project. 
Relative to the proposed ordinance, this impact would be of ssimilar magnitude for Alternative 1. 

Under Alternative 1and the proposed ordinance, no new commercial cultivation sites would be allowed on 
lands zoned as Timber Production Zone (TPZ). For existing cultivation sites, timberland conversion may only 
occur in association with on-site remediation and reconfiguration activities, including reforestation, subject 
to performance standards. Therefore, cannabis cultivation and associated activities would not cause 
conflicts that could result in substantial conversion of forest land to a non-forest use or rezoning of TPZ 
lands. Under Alternative 1, this impact would be lless than significant and of ssimilar magnitude to the 
proposed ordinance. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Alternative 1 would result in operational PM10 air quality impacts related to road dust emissions during 
harvest season from new cultivation operations. As identified in Impact 3.3-2, there are no feasible 
mitigation measures available to address this impact. Thus, this impact would be ssignificant and 
unavoidable. Compared to the proposed ordinance, there would be a fewer commercial cannabis activities 
throughout the County and, consequently, less potential to generate road dust. Thus, relative to the 
proposed ordinance, PM10 air quality impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) impacts would be lless than significant as identified under Impact 3.3-3. Alternative 1 
would have fewer GHG emissions because of less cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations 
county-wide as compared to the proposed ordinance. However, the proposed ordinance would require the 
use of renewable energy on existing and new mixed-light cultivation and non-cultivation operations that is 
not required under the CMMLUO. Therefore, on the balance, GHG impacts of Alternative 1 would be of 
similar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Objectionable odors could result from cannabis operations under Alternative 1 for the reasons described 
under Impact 3.3-4. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.3-4 would assist in addressing this 
impact, but the impact would remain ssignificant and unavoidable. Alternative 1 would have a reduced extent 
of potential odor impacts because of the smaller number of outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation 
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operations that are a source of objectionable odors as compared to the proposed ordinance. Thus, odor 
impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1.  

Biological Resources 
Under Alternative 1, potential land use conversion would result in ppotentially significant impacts to habitat 
conditions, special-status plant and animal species, sensitive natural communities, and wildlife movement 
for reasons identified under Impacts 3.4-1 through 3.4-6. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.4, 
“Biological Resources,” would reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Compared to the 
proposed ordinance, the extent of significant of these impacts under Alternative 1 would be reduced. 
Alternative 1 would result in less cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations that would disturb less 
land area as compared to the proposed ordinance. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would 
be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1.  

Cultural Resources 
Future commercial cannabis operations associated with Alternative 1 could be located on lands that contain, 
or are nearby historic resources or contain archaeological and tribal cultural resources. Impacts to historic 
and archaeological resources would be ppotentially significant for reasons identified in Impact 3.5-1 and 3.5-
2. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.5, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” would reduce these 
impacts to less than significant. Impacts to tribal cultural resources would be lless than significant for 
reasons identified under Impact 3.5-3. Cultural resource impacts under Alternative 1 would be potentially 
less than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because fewer cannabis cultivation and non-
cultivation operations would likely disturb fewer resources. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts 
would likely be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1.  

Geology and Soils 
Implementation of Alternative 1 would result in the lless-than-significant geologic and soil stability impacts 
because these impacts would be addressed through compliance with existing state and local standards as 
identified in impacts 3.6-1 through 3.6-4. Future development of commercial cannabis facilities under 
Alternative 1 could result in ppotentially significant impacts associated with the damage or destruction of 
undiscovered paleontological resources for the same as reasons identified under Impact 3.6-5. Mitigation 
identified under Impact 3.6-5 would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 1’s geology and soils 
impacts would be of llesser magnitude than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because 
there would be a reduced extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation 
operations that could disturb paleontological resources. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Alternative 1 would result in lless-than-significant impacts associated with the use of hazardous materials, 
exposure to hazards from airport operations and wildfires, and conflicts with emergency response and 
evaluation plans for reasons identified under Impacts 3.7-1 and 3.7-3 through 3.7-7. This alternative could 
result in a ppotentially significant impact associated with the accidental release of unidentified contamination 
or hazardous waste during construction activities of new commercial cannabis operations for reasons 
identified under Impact 3.7-2. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.7-2 would reduce this impact 
to a less-than-significant level. Relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude 
under Alternative 1 because there would be fewer new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation 
operations developed county-wide that could potentially disturb contaminated sites. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
This alternative would have ppotentially significant operational water quality, drainage, and surface water 
impacts from new cultivation and non-cultivation operations for reasons identified under impacts 3.8-2, 3.8-4, 
and 3.8-5. Mitigation measures identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” would reduce 
these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Alternative 1’s impact would be less than those that would occur 
under the proposed ordinance because of the fewer commercial cannabis cultivation operations that could 
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impact water resources. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude 
under Alternative 1. 

Alternative 1 would include the groundwater performance standards that are identified in the proposed 
ordinance. Localized groundwater impacts were identified as ppotentially significant for reasons identified under 
Impact 3.8-3. Mitigation for this impact was identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” which 
would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 1’s impact would be greater than those that would 
occur under the proposed ordinance because it would not require testing requirements for new wells and 
limitations in new well operations to protect local groundwater resources and wells. Thus, relative to the 
proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ggreater magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Land Use and Planning 
Alternative 1 would result in lless-than-significant land use impacts associated with the physical division of 
established communities or conflicts with applicable land use policy provisions of the County ssimilar in 
magnitude to the proposed ordinance for reasons identified under Impact 3.9-1 and 3.9-2.  

Noise 
Construction of new commercial cannabis operations in the County that may occur under Alternative 1 could 
result in ppotentially significant noise impacts for reasons identified under Impact 3.10-1 . Mitigation 
measures identified under Impact 3.10-1 would reduce construction noise to a less-than-significant level. 
This alternative’s construction noise impacts would be less than those that would occur for the proposed 
ordinance, because of the reduced extent of land area that would be disturbed from new cannabis 
cultivation and non-cultivation operations development that could generate construction noise. Thus, relative 
to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Alternative 1 would result in lless-than-significant operational noise impacts or traffic noise impacts as 
further described under Impact 3.10-2 and 3.10-3. Alternative 1’s impact would be less than those that would 
occur under the proposed ordinance because of the reduced extent of development of commercial cannabis 
operations that could generate noise. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Public Services 
Alternative 1 would result in lless-than-significant impacts to fire protection services and law enforcement. As 
identified under Impact 3.11-1 and 3.11-2, cannabis operations would be required to comply with state and 
local regulations related to building, electrical, and fire regulations. This alternative’s public service impacts 
would be less than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because of the reduced extent 
cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations would generate lower public service demand. Thus, 
relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Transportation and Circulation 
Under Alternative, 1 construction and operation of cannabis cultivation facilities would generate traffic on 
the County roadway system. These increases in traffic would not reduce level of service (LOS) operations on 
state highways below LOS “C.” This would be a lless-than-significant traffic impact for reasons further 
identified under Impact 3.12-1 and 3.12-2. This alternative’s traffic impacts would be less than those that 
would occur for the proposed ordinance because of the fewer cannabis cultivation facilities that would 
generate lower traffic volumes. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 1.  

The CCMLUO under Alternative 1 does not include roadway standards for cannabis facilities, but would be 
subject to Chapter 10 – Fire Safe Regulations of the Humboldt County Code that require the provision of safe 
access for emergency wildland fire equipment and civilian evacuation concurrently. Compliance with these 
requirements would reduce potential impacts to emergency access to a lless-than-significant level. This 
alternative’s emergency access impacts would be less than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance 
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because fewer cannabis cultivation that would generate a lower potential for emergency access conflicts. Thus, 
relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
Alternative 1 could increase the demand for wastewater and water supply services within existing provider 
service boundaries from new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations. This impact 
would be ppotentially significant for reasons discussed under Impact 3.13-1 and 3.13-2. Mitigation measures 
identified in Section 3.13, “Utilities and Service Systems,” would reduce this alternative’s impact to less than 
significant for wastewater service, but not for public water supply which would remain significant and 
unavoidable. This alternative’s utility service impacts would be less than those that would occur for the 
proposed ordinance because of the fewer cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations that would 
generate a lower demand for public wastewater and water service. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, 
impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 1. 

Energy 
Alternative 1 would have a lless-than-significant energy impact as it would not result in a wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy by complying with 2016 Title 24 standards and the 100 percent 
renewable energy requirement for all indoor cultivation operations under the CMMLUO. This alternative 
would not implement the proposed ordinance’s renewable energy efficiency requirements that apply to 
existing and new mixed-light cultivation, indoor cultivation, and other non-cultivation activities that provides 
for further energy efficiency (see Impact 3.14-1 and Table 6-1). Alternative 1 would increase the amount of 
cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation energy use as compared to the proposed ordinance because it would 
not offset the energy use of new commercial cannabis operations and reduce all existing outdoor and mixed-
light cannabis cultivation operations by 80 percent as required under the proposed ordinance. Thus, this 
alternative’s energy impacts would be of ggreater magnitude than the proposed ordinance.  

This alternative would also result in a lless-than-significant impact to electrical and natural gas infrastructure 
for reasons identified under Impact 3.14-2. Cannabis operations that are able to use the existing energy grid 
in the County would be supplied by PG&E, which is anticipated to maintain sufficient capacity. Thus, this 
alternative’s energy infrastructure impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

6.3.2 Alternative 2: No Project, New Permits Issued  

The CMMLUO would continue to regulate commercial medical cannabis operations in the County, but would 
not allow non-medical operations (e.g., microbusinesses). Section 55.4.17 (Sunset for Applications) would 
be eliminated. The County would accept applications for existing operations that intend to comply with the 
CMMLUO and applications for new commercial medical cannabis operations. New applications for cannabis 
operations would be accepted beyond those submitted before December 31, 2016. The potential extent of 
permitted commercial medical cannabis operations is assumed to be the same as the proposed ordinance 
(1,012 new commercial medical cannabis cultivation sites and 108 new commercial medical cannabis non-
cultivation sites).  

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

Aesthetics 
Under Alternative 2, new commercial medical cannabis operations in the County could alter localized views 
of scenic vistas or resources. The limitations on size, coverage, and location of cannabis cultivations 
provided under the CMMLUO, in addition to existing county code and coastal zoning regulations, would limit 
the potential for cannabis-related uses to result in a substantial adverse visual impacts on scenic vistas or 
resources. This impact would be lless than significant because cannabis operations would blend with existing 
rural and agricultural uses located in these scenic viewsheds for reasons identified Impact 3.1-1. Alternative 
2 would have the same number of commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County as 
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the proposed ordinance, consequently, a similar impact on scenic resources. Thus, Alternative 2 impacts on 
scenic vistas or resources would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  

Improvements to existing cannabis operations and new cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 2 
would be visually consistent with the existing rural and agricultural character of the County. Cannabis 
operations are aesthetically not substantially different in appearance from other agricultural operations, and 
non-cultivation activities would appear as similar to other warehouse-based facilities. This impact would be 
less than significant for the reasons discussed under Impact 3.1-2. Compared to the proposed ordinance, 
Alternative 2 would have the same visual character impact because there would be the same extent of 
commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County. Thus, Alternative 2 impacts on visual 
character would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Commercial cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 2 could involve the use of lighting, such as for 
the interior of hoop houses and other light fixtures used at night could create new light sources that are out 
of character with the area. Under Alternative 2, CMMLUO standards require that little to no light escapes 
from cultivation sites.  The performance standards under the proposed ordinance include more restrictive 
standards that would expressly prohibit any light escaping from nurseries and mixed-light cannabis 
cultivation operations. Compared to the proposed ordinance, Alternative 2 would have greater potential for 
light and glare impacts from less restrictive lighting standards. Thus, impacts on light and glare under 
Alternative 2 would be of ggreater magnitude than the proposed ordinance.  

Agriculture and Forest Resources 
Cannabis is defined under the CMMLUO, and by the state as an agricultural product and as such, Alternative 
2 would not result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses nor conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use. The County has determined that cannabis cultivation is a compatible use on lands under 
Williamson Act contracts. There would be nno impact on conversion of farmland to nonagricultural use, or 
conflict with zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract under Alternative 2 or the project. 
Relative to the proposed ordinance, this impact would be of ssimilar magnitude for Alternative 2. 

Under Alternative 2 and the proposed ordinance, no new commercial cultivation sites would be allowed on 
lands zoned as TPZ. For existing cultivation sites, timberland conversion may only occur in association with 
on-site remediation and reconfiguration activities, including reforestation, subject to performance standards. 
Therefore, cannabis cultivation and associated activities would not cause conflicts that could result in 
substantial conversion of forest land to a non-forest use or rezoning of TPZ lands. Under Alternative 2, this 
impact would be lless than significant and of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Alternative 2 would result in operational PM10 air quality impacts related to road dust emissions during 
harvest season from new cultivation operations. As identified in Impact 3.3-2, there are no feasible 
mitigation measures available to address this impact. Thus, this impact would be ssignificant and 
unavoidable. Compared to the proposed ordinance, Alternative 2 would have the same operational air 
quality impact because there would be the same extent of commercial cannabis activities that could occur 
throughout the County. Thus, Alternative 2 impacts on visual character would be of ssimilar magnitude to the 
proposed ordinance. 

Greenhouse gas impacts would be lless than significant as identified under Impact 3.3-3. Alternative 2 would 
have similar mobile GHG emissions from vehicle miles traveled because of the same extent of cannabis 
cultivation and non-cultivation operations county-wide as compared to the proposed ordinance. However, the 
proposed ordinance would require the use of renewable energy on existing and new mixed-light cultivation 
and non-cultivation operations that would reduce GHG emissions. This renewable energy requirement is not 
required under the CMMLUO. Thus, GHG impacts would be of ggreater magnitude under Alternative 2. 

Objectionable odors could result from cannabis operations under Alternative 2 for the reasons described 
under Impact 3.3-4. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.3-4 would assist in addressing this 
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impact, but the impact would remain ssignificant and unavoidable. Alternative 2 would have a similar extent of 
potential odor impacts because of the same number of outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation 
operations that are a source of objectionable odors as compared to the proposed ordinance. Thus, Alternative 
2 odor impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Biological Resources 
Under Alternative 2, potential land use conversion would result in ppotentially significant impacts to habitat 
conditions, special-status plant and animal species, sensitive natural communities, and wildlife movement 
for reasons identified under Impacts 3.4-1 through 3.4-6. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.4, 
“Biological Resources,” would reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Compared to the 
proposed ordinance, the extent of significant of these impacts under Alternative 2 would be the same 
because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations. Thus, Alternative 2 
biological resource impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  

Cultural Resources 
Future commercial cannabis operations associated with Alternative 2 could be located on lands that contain, 
or are nearby historic resources or contain archaeological and tribal cultural resources. Impacts to historic 
and archaeological resources would be ppotentially significant for reasons identified in Impact 3.5-1 and 3.5-
2. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.5, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” would reduce these 
impacts to less than significant. Impacts to tribal cultural resources would be lless than significant for 
reasons identified under Impact 3.5-3. Cultural resource impacts under Alternative 2 would be the same 
those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because of the similar extent of development of cannabis 
cultivation and non-cultivation operations that could disturb resources. Thus, Alternative 2 historic and 
archaeological resource impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Geology and Soils 
Implementation of Alternative 2 would result in the lless-than-significant geologic and soil stability impacts 
because these impacts would be addressed through compliance with existing state and local standards as 
identified in impacts 3.6-1 through 3.6-4. Future development of commercial cannabis facilities under 
Alternative 2 could result in ppotentially significant impacts associated with the damage or destruction of 
undiscovered paleontological resources for the same reasons as identified under Impact 3.6-5. Mitigation 
identified under Impact 3.6-5 would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 2’s geology and soils 
impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude as those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because there 
would be the same extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations 
that could disturb paleontological resources. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Alternative 2 would result in lless-than-significant impacts associated with the use of hazardous materials, 
exposure to hazards from airport operations and wildfires, and conflicts with emergency response and 
evaluation plans for reasons identified under Impacts 3.7-1 and 3.7-3 through 3.7-7. This alternative could 
result in a ppotentially significant impact associated with the accidental release of unidentified contamination 
or hazardous waste during construction activities of new commercial cannabis operations for reasons 
identified under Impact 3.7-2. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.7-2 would reduce this impact 
to a less-than-significant level. Relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude 
under Alternative 2 because there would be the same number of new commercial cannabis cultivation and 
non-cultivation operations developed county-wide that could potentially disturb contaminated sites. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
This alternative would have ppotentially significant operational water quality, drainage, and surface water 
impacts from new cultivation and non-cultivation operations for reasons identified under impacts 3.8-2, 3.8-4, 
and 3.8-5. Mitigation measures identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” would reduce 
these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Alternative 2’s impact would be the same as the proposed 
ordinance because of the similar extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation operations that 
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could impact water resources. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar 
magnitude under Alternative 2. 

Alternative 2 would not include the groundwater performance standards that are identified in the proposed 
ordinance. Localized groundwater impacts were identified as ppotentially significant for reasons identified under 
Impact 3.8-3. Mitigation for this impact was identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” which 
would reduce this impact to less than significant.  Alternative 2’s impact would be greater than what would 
occur under the proposed ordinance because of the CMMLUO contains no performance standards to protect 
local groundwater resources and wells from the development of new wells from commercial cannabis 
cultivation operations. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ggreater magnitude 
under Alternative 2. 

Land Use and Planning 
Alternative 2 would result in lless-than-significant land use impacts associated with the physical division of 
established communities or conflicts with applicable land use policy provisions of the County ssimilar in 
magnitude to the proposed ordinance for reasons identified under Impact 3.9-1 and 3.9-2.  

Noise 
Construction of new commercial cannabis operations in the County that may occur under Alternative 2 could 
result in ppotentially significant noise impacts for reasons identified under Impact 3.10-1. Mitigation 
measures identified under Impact 3.10-1 would reduce construction noise to a less-than-significant level. 
This alternative’s construction noise impacts would be the same as the proposed ordinance because of the 
similar extent of land area that would be disturbed from new cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation 
operations development that could generate construction noise. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, 
impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude under Alternative 2. 

Alternative 2 would result in lless-than-significant operational noise impacts or traffic noise impact for 
reasons identified under Impact 3.10-2 and 3.10-3. However, the CCMLUO noise provisions for generators 
would not be as protective of existing ambient noise conditions as the proposed ordinance. Thus, relative to 
the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ggreater magnitude under Alternative 2. 

Public Services 
Alternative 2 would result in lless than significant impacts to fire protection services and law enforcement. As 
identified under Impact 3.11-1 and 3.11-2, cannabis operations would be required to comply with state and 
local regulations related to building, electrical, and fire regulations. This alternative’s public service impacts 
would be the same as the proposed ordinance because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation and non-
cultivation operations would generate the same public service demand. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude  under Alternative 2. 

Transportation and Circulation 
Under Alternative, 2 construction and operation of new commercial medical cannabis facilities would 
generate traffic on the County roadway system. These increases in traffic would not reduce level of service 
(LOS) operations on state highways below LOS “C.” This would be a lless-than-significant traffic impact for 
reasons further identified under Impact 3.12-1 and 3.12-2. This alternative’s traffic impacts would be the 
same as the proposed ordinance because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation and traffic generation. 
Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude  under Alternative 2. 

The CCMLUO under Alternative 2 does not include roadway standards for cannabis facilities, but would be 
subject to Chapter 10 – Fire Safe Regulations of the Humboldt County Code that require the provision of 
safe access for emergency wildland fire equipment and civilian evacuation concurrently. Compliance with 
these requirements would reduce potential impacts to emergency access to a lless-than-significant level. This 
alternative’s emergency access impacts would be greater than those that would occur for the proposed 
ordinance because the CCMLOU does not include the County’s Category 4 road standards. The County has 
determined that the Category 4 road standard is adequate to accommodate commercial cannabis operation 

CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1208



Alternatives   Ascent Environmental 

 Humboldt County 
6-16 Amendments to Humboldt County Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis Activities Project Draft EIR 

traffic volumes and vehicle types (e.g., passenger vehicles, small trucks, large service trucks). Thus, relative 
to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ggreater magnitude under Alternative 2. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
Alternative 2 could increase the demand for wastewater and water supply services within existing provider 
service boundaries from new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations. This impact 
would be ppotentially significant for reasons discussed under Impact 3.13-1 and 3.13-2. Mitigation measures 
identified in Section 3.13, “Utilities and Service Systems,” would reduce this alternative’s impact to less than 
significant for wastewater service, but not for public water supply, which would remain significant and 
unavoidable. This alternative’s utility service impacts would be the same as the proposed ordinance because 
of the same extent of cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations development that would generate 
similar service demands. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude 
under Alternative 2. 

Energy 
Alternative 2 would have a lless-than-significant energy impact as it would not result in a wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy by complying with 2016 Title 24 standards and the 100 percent 
renewable energy requirement for all indoor cultivation operations under the CMMLUO (see Impact 3.14-1). 
This alternative would not implement the proposed ordinance’s renewable energy efficiency requirements 
that apply to existing and new mixed-light cultivation, indoor cultivation, and other non-cultivation activities 
that provides for further energy efficiency (see Table 6-1). Thus, this alternative’s energy impacts would be of 
greater magnitude than the proposed ordinance.  

This alternative would also result in a lless-than-significant impact to electrical and natural gas infrastructure 
for reasons identified under Impact 3.14-2. Cannabis operations that are able to use the existing energy grid 
in the County would be supplied by PG&E, which is anticipated to maintain sufficient capacity. Thus, this 
alternative’s energy infrastructure impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  

6.3.3 Alternative 3: Prohibition of New Outdoor and Mixed-Light Cultivation 
Operations in City Spheres of Influence and Community Plan Areas 

This alternative would consist of the proposed ordinance, but would prohibit new outdoor and mixed-light 
commercial cannabis operations within the spheres of influence of the incorporated cities and the 
community plan area boundaries. Commercial cannabis indoor cultivation and non-cultivation operations 
would still be allowed in these areas. All other requirements and performance standards in the proposed 
ordinance would remain the same as the project. The potential extent of permitted commercial cannabis 
operations would be the same as the project (1,012 new commercial cannabis cultivation sites and 108 new 
commercial cannabis non-cultivation sites). 

This alternative is intended to address environmental impacts associated with objectionable odors from 
cannabis cultivation, water supply impacts to service providers, and potential conflict with local groundwater 
sources and existing wells. 

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

Aesthetics 
Under Alternative 3, new commercial cannabis operations in the County could alter localized views of scenic 
vistas or resources. The limitations on size, coverage, and location of cannabis cultivations provided under 
the proposed ordinance, in addition to existing county code and coastal zoning regulations, would limit the 
potential for cannabis-related uses to result in substantial adverse visual impacts on scenic vistas or 
resources. This impact would be lless than significant because cannabis operations would blend with existing 
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rural and agricultural uses located in these scenic viewsheds for reasons identified Impact 3.1-1. Alternative 
3 would have the same number of commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County as 
the proposed ordinance, consequently, a similar impact on scenic resources. Thus, Alternative 3 impacts on 
scenic vistas or resources would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  

Improvements to existing cannabis operations and new cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 3 
would be visually consistent with the existing rural and agricultural character of the County. Cannabis 
operations are not substantially different in appearance from other agricultural operations, and non-
cultivation activities would appear as similar to other warehouse-based facilities. This impact would be lless 
than significant for the reasons discussed under Impact 3.1-2. Compared to the proposed ordinance, 
Alternative 3 would have the same visual character impact, because there would be the same extent of 
commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County. Thus, Alternative 3 impacts on visual 
character would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. Alternative 3 would avoid the placement 
of new outdoor and mixed-light cultivation facilities near concentrated development areas where residents 
may view cannabis cultivation negatively. 

Commercial cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 3 could involve the use of lighting, such as for 
the interior of hoop houses and other light fixtures used at night could create new light sources that are out 
of character with the area. This alternative would be subject to the performance standards under the 
proposed ordinance that expressly prohibit any light escaping from nurseries and mixed-light cannabis 
cultivation operations. This impact would be lless than significant for reasons identified under Impact 3.1-3. 
Relative to the proposed ordinance, light and glare impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude under Alternative 
3 as it would utilize the same lighting standards.   

Agriculture and Forest Resources 
Cannabis is defined under the proposed ordinance and by the state as an agricultural product and as such, 
Alternative 3 would not result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses nor conflict with existing 
zoning for agricultural use. The County has determined that cannabis cultivation is a compatible use on 
lands under Williamson Act contracts. There would be nno impact on conversion of farmland to 
nonagricultural use, or conflict with zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract under Alternative 
3 or the project. Relative to the proposed ordinance, this impact would be of ssimilar magnitude for 
Alternative 3. 

Under Alternative 3 and the proposed ordinance, no new commercial cultivation sites would be allowed on 
lands zoned as TPZ. For existing cultivation sites, timberland conversion may only occur in association with 
on-site remediation and reconfiguration activities, including reforestation, subject to performance standards. 
Therefore, cannabis cultivation and associated activities would not cause conflicts that could result in 
substantial conversion of forest land to a non-forest use or rezoning of TPZ lands. Under Alternative 3, this 
impact would be lless than significant and of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Alternative 3 would result in operational PM10 air quality impacts related to road dust emissions during 
harvest season from new cultivation operations. As identified in Impact 3.3-2, are no feasible mitigation 
measures available to address this impact. Thus, this impact would be ssignificant and unavoidable. 
Compared to the proposed ordinance, Alternative 3 would have greater operational air quality impacts 
because new outdoor and mixed-light cultivation operations would be located in the rural and agricultural 
areas of the County, which would increase the extent of vehicle miles traveled on unpaved private roads. 
Thus, Alternative 3 impacts on visual character would be of ggreater magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Greenhouse gas impacts would be lless than significant as identified under Impact 3.3-3. Alternative 3 would 
have greater GHG emissions because new outdoor and mixed-light cultivation operations would be located in 
the rural and agricultural areas of the County that would increase the extent GHG mobile emissions from 
vehicle miles traveled on unpaved private roads. Thus, GHG impacts would be of ggreater magnitude under 
Alternative 3. 
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Objectionable odors could result from cannabis operations under Alternative 3 for the reasons described 
under Impact 3.3-4. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.3-4 would assist in addressing this 
impact, but the impact would remain ssignificant and unavoidable. Alternative 3 would reduce extent of 
potential odor impacts because it would prohibit new outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation within the 
cities’ spheres of influence and County community plan areas where there is a concentration of sensitive 
receptors. Thus, Alternative 3 odor impacts would be of llesser magnitude than the proposed ordinance. 

Biological Resources 
Under Alternative 3, potential land use conversion would result in ppotentially significant impacts to habitat 
conditions, special-status plant and animal species, sensitive natural communities, and wildlife movement 
for reasons identified under Impacts 3.4-1 through 3.4-6. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.4, 
“Biological Resources,” would reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Compared to the 
proposed ordinance, the extent of significant of these impacts under Alternative 3 would be the same 
because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations that could impact biological 
resources county-wide. Thus, Alternative 3 biological resource impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the 
proposed ordinance.  

Cultural Resources 
Future commercial cannabis operations associated with Alternative 3 could be located on lands that contain, 
or are nearby historic resources or contain archaeological and tribal cultural resources. Impacts to historic 
and archaeological resources would be ppotentially significant for reasons identified in Impact 3.5-1 and 3.5-
2. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.5, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” would reduce these 
impacts to less than significant. Impacts to tribal cultural resources would be lless than significant for 
reasons identified under Impact 3.5-3. Cultural resource impacts under Alternative 3 would be the same 
those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because fewer cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation 
operations would likely disturb fewer resources county-wide. Thus, Alternative 3 historic and archaeological 
resource impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  

Geology and Soils 
Implementation of Alternative 3 would result in the lless-than-significant geologic and soil stability impacts 
because these impacts would be addressed through compliance with existing state and local standards as 
identified in impacts 3.6-1 through 3.6-4. Future development of commercial cannabis facilities under 
Alternative 3 could result in ppotentially significant impacts associated with the damage or destruction of 
undiscovered paleontological resources for the same reasons as identified under Impact 3.6-5. Mitigation 
identified under Impact 3.6-5 would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 3’s geology and soils 
impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude as those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because there 
would be the same extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations 
that could disturb paleontological resources county-wide. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Alternative 3 would result in lless-than-significant impacts associated with the use of hazardous materials, 
exposure to hazards from airport operations and wildfires, and conflicts with emergency response and 
evaluation plans for reasons identified under Impacts 3.7-1 and 3.7-3 through 3.7-7. This alternative could 
result in a ppotentially significant impact associated with the accidental release of unidentified contamination 
or hazardous waste during construction activities of new commercial cannabis operations for reasons 
identified under Impact 3.7-2. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.7-2 would reduce this impact 
to a less-than-significant level. Relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude 
under Alternative 3 because there would be the same number of new commercial cannabis cultivation and 
non-cultivation operations developed county-wide that could potentially disturb contaminated sites. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
This alternative would have ppotentially significant operational water quality, drainage, and surface water 
impacts from new cultivation and non-cultivation operations for reasons identified under impacts 3.8-2, 3.8-4, 
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and 3.8-5. Mitigation measures identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” would reduce 
these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Alternative 3’s impact would be the same as the proposed 
ordinance, because of the similar extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation operations that 
could impact water resources. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar 
magnitude under Alternative 3. 

Alternative 3 would have the same groundwater performance standards that are identified in the proposed 
ordinance. Localized groundwater impacts were identified as ppotentially significant for reasons identified under 
Impact 3.8-3. Mitigation for this impact was identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” which 
would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 3’s impact would be less than what would occur 
under the proposed ordinance because of the prohibition of new outdoor and mixed-light cannabis 
cultivation within the cities’ spheres of influence and County community plan areas where conflicts with 
multiple domestic wells may occur. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 3. 

Land Use and Planning 
Alternative 3 would result in lless-than-significant land use impacts associated with the physical division of 
established communities or conflicts with applicable land use policy provisions of the County,  similar in 
magnitude to the proposed ordinance for reasons identified under Impact 3.9-1 and 3.9-2.  

Noise 
Construction of new commercial cannabis operations in the County that may occur under Alternative 3 could 
result in ppotentially significant noise impacts for reasons identified under Impact 3.10-1. Mitigation 
measures identified under Impact 3.10-1 would reduce construction noise to a less-than-significant level. 
This alternative’s construction noise impacts would be less than what would occur under the proposed 
ordinance because it would prohibit new outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation within the cities’ spheres 
of influence and County community plan areas where there is a concentration of noise-sensitive receptors. 
Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 3. 

Alternative 3 would result in lless-than-significant operational noise impacts or traffic noise impact as further 
described under Impact 3.10-2 and 3.10-3. This alternative’s operational noise impacts related to 
generators would be less than what would occur under the proposed ordinance because it would prohibit 
new outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation within the cities’ spheres of influence and County community 
plan areas where there is a concentration of noise-sensitive receptors. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 3. 

Public Services 
Alternative 3 would result in lless-than-significant impacts to fire protection services and law enforcement. As 
identified under Impact 3.11-1 and 3.11-2, cannabis operations would be required to comply with state and 
local regulations related to building, electrical, and fire regulations. This alternative’s public service impacts 
would be the same as the proposed ordinance because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation and non-
cultivation operations would generate the same public service demand. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude  under Alternative 3. 

Transportation and Circulation 
Under Alternative 3, construction and operation of new commercial cannabis facilities would generate traffic 
on the County roadway system. These increases in traffic would not reduce level of service (LOS) operations 
on state highways below LOS “C.” This would be a lless-than-significant traffic impact for reasons further 
identified under Impact 3.12-1 and 3.12-2. This alternative’s traffic impacts would be the same as the 
proposed ordinance because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation development, which would generate 
similar traffic volumes. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude  
under Alternative 3. 
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Alternative 3 would include the proposed ordinance’s roadway standards for cannabis facilities and would 
also be subject to Chapter 10 – Fire Safe Regulations of the Humboldt County Code that require the 
provision of safe access for emergency wildland fire equipment and civilian evacuation concurrently. 
Compliance with these requirements would reduce potential impacts to emergency access to a lless-than-
significant level. This alternative’s emergency access impacts would be the same as the proposed ordinance 
because of the similar extent cannabis cultivation development that would generate the same potential for 
emergency access conflicts. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of ssimilar 
magnitude  under Alternative 3. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
Alternative 3 could increase the demand for wastewater and water supply services within existing provider 
service boundaries from new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations. This impact 
would be ppotentially significant for reasons discussed under Impact 3.13-1 and 3.13-2. Mitigation measures 
identified in Section 3.13, “Utilities and Service Systems,” would reduce this alternative’s impact to less than 
significant for wastewater service, but not for public water supply which would remain significant and 
unavoidable. This alternative’s utility service impacts would be less than what would occur under the 
proposed ordinance because it would prohibit new outdoor and mixed-use cannabis cultivation within the 
cities’ spheres of influence and County community plan areas where public wastewater and water services are 
provided. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 
3. 

Energy 
Alternative 3 would have a lless-than-significant energy impact as it would not result in a wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy by complying with 2016 Title 24 standards and the renewable energy 
requirements under the proposed ordinance for renewable energy for existing and new mixed-light 
cultivation, indoor cultivation, and other non-cultivation activities (see Impact 3.14-1). Alternative 3 would 
have greater mobile energy use because new outdoor and mixed-light cultivation operations would be 
located in the rural and agricultural areas of the County, which would increase the extent of vehicle miles 
traveled on unpaved private roads. Thus, energy efficiency impacts would be of ggreater magnitude under 
Alternative 3.  

This alternative would also result in a lless-than-significant impact to electrical and natural gas infrastructure 
for reasons identified under Impact 3.14-2. Cannabis operations that are able to use the existing energy grid 
in the County would be supplied by PG&E, which is anticipated to maintain sufficient capacity. Thus, this 
alternative’s energy infrastructure impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

6.3.4 Alternative 4: Prohibition of New Outdoor and Mixed-Light Cultivation 
Operations 

This alternative would cap the extent of new commercial cannabis outdoor and mixed-light cultivation 
allowed under the proposed ordinance to applications received on or before December 31, 2016 under the 
CMMLOU. Commercial cannabis indoor operations and non-cultivation operations would not be subject to 
this prohibition. All other requirements and performance standards in the proposed ordinance would remain 
the same as the project. The potential extent of new commercial cannabis outdoor and mixed-light 
cultivation would be limited to 863 new applications for 260.85 acres of cultivation area (based on 
application data provided in Table 2-2).  

This alternative addresses overall environmental impacts associated with new outdoor and mixed-light 
cultivation activities that include objectionable odors from cannabis cultivation, biological resources, water 
quality and drainage, water supply impacts, and operational air quality impacts related to particulate matter.  
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 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

Aesthetics 
Under Alternative 4, new commercial cannabis operations in the County could alter localized views of scenic 
vistas or resources. The limitations on size, coverage, and location of cannabis cultivations provided under 
the proposed ordinance, in addition to existing county code and coastal zoning regulations, would limit the 
potential for cannabis-related uses to have a substantial adverse visual impact on scenic vistas or 
resources. This impact would be lless than significant because cannabis operations would blend with existing 
rural and agricultural uses located in these scenic viewsheds for reasons identified Impact 3.1-1. Compared 
to the proposed ordinance, there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities that could 
occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential for adverse effects on scenic resources. Thus, 
relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts on scenic vistas or resources would be of llesser magnitude 
under Alternative 4.  

Improvements to existing cannabis operations and new cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 4 
would be visually consistent with the existing rural and agricultural character of the County. Cannabis 
operations are not substantially different in appearance from other agricultural operations, and non-
cultivation activities would appear as similar to other warehouse-based facilities. This impact would be lless 
than significant for the reasons discussed under Impact 3.1-2. Compared to the proposed ordinance, there 
would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities that could occur throughout the County and, 
consequently, less potential for adverse effects on visual character. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts on visual character to quality would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Commercial cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 4 could involve the use of lighting, such as for 
the interior of hoop houses and other light fixtures used at night could create new light sources that are out 
of character with the area. This alternative would be subject to the performance standards under the 
proposed ordinance that expressly prohibit any light escaping from nurseries and mixed-light cannabis 
cultivation operations. This impact would be lless than significant for reasons identified under Impact 3.1-3. 
Relative to the proposed ordinance, light and glare impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude under Alternative 
4 as it would utilize the same lighting standards. 

Agriculture and Forest Resources 
Cannabis is defined under the proposed ordinance and by the state as an agricultural product and as such, 
Alternative 4 would not result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses nor conflict with existing 
zoning for agricultural use. The County has determined that cannabis cultivation is a compatible use on 
lands under Williamson Act contracts. There would be nno impact on conversion of farmland to 
nonagricultural use, or conflict with zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract under Alternative 
4 or the project. Relative to the proposed ordinance, this impact would be of ssimilar magnitude for 
Alternative 4. 

Under Alternative 4 and the project, no new commercial cultivation sites would be allowed on lands zoned as 
TPZ. For existing cultivation sites, timberland conversion may only occur in association with on-site 
remediation and reconfiguration activities, including reforestation, subject to performance standards. 
Therefore, cannabis cultivation and associated activities would not cause conflicts that could result in 
substantial conversion of forest land to a non-forest use or rezoning of TPZ lands. Under Alternative 4, this 
impact would be lless than significant and of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Alternative 4 would result in operational PM10 air quality impacts related to road dust emissions during 
harvest season from new cultivation operations. As identified in Impact 3.3-2, are no feasible mitigation 
measures available to address this impact. Thus, this impact would be ssignificant and unavoidable. 
Compared to the proposed ordinance, there would be fewer commercial cannabis activities throughout the 
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County and, consequently, less potential to generate road dust. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, 
PM10 air quality impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Greenhouse gas impacts would be lless than significant as identified under Impact 3.3-3. Alternative 4 would 
have fewer GHG emissions, because there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities 
that could occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential to generate GHG emission. Thus, 
GHG impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Objectionable odors could result from cannabis operations under Alternative 4 for the reasons described 
under Impact 3.3-4. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.3-4 would assist in addressing this 
impact, but the impact would remain ssignificant and unavoidable. Alternative 4 would have a reduced extent 
of potential odor impacts because of the smaller number of new outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation 
operations that are a source of objectionable odors as compared to the proposed ordinance. Thus, odor 
impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Biological Resources 
Under Alternative 4, potential land use conversion would result in ppotentially significant impacts to habitat 
conditions, special-status plant and animal species, sensitive natural communities, and wildlife movement 
for reasons identified under Impacts 3.4-1 through 3.4-6. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.4, 
“Biological Resources,” would reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Compared to the 
proposed ordinance, the extent of significant of these impacts under Alternative 4 would be reduced. 
Alternative 4 would result in less cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations, which would disturb 
less land area as compared to the proposed ordinance. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts 
would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Cultural Resources 
Future commercial cannabis operations associated with Alternative 4 could be located on lands that contain, 
or are nearby historic resources or contain archaeological and tribal cultural resources. Impacts to historic 
and archaeological resources would be ppotentially significant for reasons identified in Impact 3.5-1 and 3.5-
2. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.5, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” would reduce these 
impacts to less than significant. Impacts to tribal cultural resources would be lless than significant for 
reasons identified under Impact 3.5-3. Cultural resource impacts under Alternative 4 would be less than 
those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because of a smaller extent of development of cannabis 
cultivation and non-cultivation operations that could disturb resources. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would likely be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4.  

Geology and Soils 
Implementation of Alternative 4 would result in the lless-than-significant geologic and soil stability impacts, 
because these impacts would be addressed through compliance with existing state and local standards as 
identified impacts 3.6-1 through 3.6-4. Future development of commercial cannabis facilities under Alternative 
4 could result in ppotentially significant impacts associated with the damage or destruction of undiscovered 
paleontological resources for reasons identified under Impact 3.6-5. Mitigation identified under Impact 3.6-5 
would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 4’s geology and soils impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because there would be a reduced 
extent development of commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations that could disturb 
paleontological resources. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Alternative 4 would result in lless-than-significant impacts associated with the use of hazardous materials, 
exposure to hazards from airport operations and wildfires, and conflicts with emergency response and 
evaluation plans for reasons identified under Impacts 3.7-1 and 3.7-3 through 3.7-7. This alternative could 
result in a ppotentially significant impact associated with the accidental release of unidentified contamination 
or hazardous waste during construction activities of new commercial cannabis operations for reasons 
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identified under Impact 3.7-2. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.7-2 would reduce this impact 
to a less-than-significant level. Relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude 
under Alternative 4 because there would be fewer new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation 
operations developed county-wide that could potentially disturb contaminated sites. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
This alternative would have ppotentially significant operational water quality, drainage, and surface water 
impacts from new cultivation and non-cultivation operations for reasons identified under impacts 3.8-2, 3.8-4, 
and 3.8-5. Mitigation measures identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” would reduce 
these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Alternative 4’s impact would be less than those that would occur 
under the proposed ordinance, because fewer commercial cannabis cultivation operations. Thus, relative to 
the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Alternative 4 would have the same groundwater performance standards that are identified in the proposed 
ordinance. Localized groundwater impacts were identified as ppotentially significant for reasons identified under 
Impact 3.8-3. Mitigation for this impact was identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” that 
would reduce this impact to less than significant.  Alternative 4’s impact would be less than what would occur 
under the proposed ordinance because of the smaller extent of development of commercial cannabis 
cultivation operations that could impact local groundwater resources and wells. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Land Use and Planning 
Alternative 4 would result in lless-than-significant land use impacts associated with the physical division of 
established communities or conflicts with applicable land use policy provisions of the County, ssimilar in 
magnitude to the proposed ordinance for reasons identified under Impact 3.9-1 and 3.9-2.  

Noise 
Construction of new commercial cannabis operations in the County that may occur under Alternative 4 could 
result in ppotentially significant noise impacts for reasons identified under Impact 3.10-1. Mitigation 
measures identified under Impact 3.10-1 would reduce construction noise to a less-than-significant level. 
This alternative’s construction noise impacts would be less than what would occur under the proposed 
ordinance because of the smaller extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation operations that 
could impact adjacent noise-sensitive receptors. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be 
of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Alternative 4 would result in lless-than-significant operational noise impacts or traffic noise impact as further 
described under Impact 3.10-2 and 3.10-3. This alternative’s operational noise impacts related to 
generators would be less than what would occur under the proposed ordinance because of the smaller 
extent of development of commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations that could impact 
adjacent noise-sensitive receptors. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 4.  

Public Services 
Alternative 4 would result in lless-than-significant impacts to fire protection services and law enforcement. As 
identified under Impact 3.11-1 and 3.11-2, cannabis operations would be required to comply with state and 
local regulations related to building, electrical, and fire regulations. This alternative’s public service impacts 
would be less than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because of fewer cannabis cultivation 
and non-cultivation operations would generate lower public service demand. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Transportation and Circulation 
Under Alternative 4, construction and operation of new commercial cannabis cultivation facilities would 
generate traffic on the County roadway system. These increases in traffic would not reduce level of service 
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(LOS) operations on state highways below LOS “C.” This would be a lless-than-significant traffic impact for 
reasons further identified under Impact 3.12-1 and 3.12-2. This alternative’s traffic impacts would be less 
than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because fewer cannabis cultivation facilities would 
generate lower traffic volumes. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude  under Alternative 4. 

Alternative 4 would include the proposed ordinance’s roadway standards for cannabis facilities and would 
also be subject to Chapter 10 – Fire Safe Regulations of the Humboldt County Code that require the 
provision of safe access for emergency wildland fire equipment and civilian evacuation concurrently. 
Compliance with these requirements would reduce potential impacts to emergency access to a lless-than-
significant level. This alternative’s emergency access impacts would be less than those that would occur for 
the proposed ordinance because of the reduced extent cannabis cultivation that would create a lower 
potential for emergency access conflicts. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of 
lesser magnitude under Alternative 4. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
Alternative 4 could increase the demand for wastewater and water supply services within existing service 
provider service boundaries from new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations. This 
impact would be ppotentially significant for reasons discussed under Impact 3.13-1 and 3.13-2. Mitigation 
measures identified in Section 3.13, “Utilities and Service Systems,” would reduce this alternative’s impact 
to less than significant for wastewater service, but not for public water supply which would remain significant 
and unavoidable. This alternative’s utility service impacts would be less than those that would occur for the 
proposed ordinance because fewer cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations would generate 
lower demand for public wastewater and water service. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts 
would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 4.  

Energy 
Alternative 4 would have a lless-than-significant energy impact as it would not result in a wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy by complying with 2016 Title 24 standards and the renewable energy 
requirements under the proposed ordinance for renewable energy for existing and new mixed-light 
cultivation, indoor cultivation, and other non-cultivation activities (see Impact 3.14-1). Alternative 4 would 
reduce the amount of cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation energy use as compared to the proposed 
ordinance because no additional cannabis operations would be allowed beyond those applications submitted 
on or before December 31, 2016. Thus, this alternative’s energy impacts would be of llesser magnitude to the 
proposed ordinance.  

This alternative would also result in a lless-than-significant impact to electrical and natural gas infrastructure 
for reasons identified under Impact 3.14-2. Cannabis operations that are able to use the existing energy grid 
in the County would be supplied by PG&E, which is anticipated to maintain sufficient capacity. Thus, this 
alternative’s energy infrastructure impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

6.3.5 Alternative 5: Reduction of New Commercial Cannabis Operations 

This alternative is based in part on the Friends of the Eel River Notice of Preparation comments that 
suggested a “Watershed and Wildlife Protection Alternative.” This suggested alternative consists of 
prohibition of new commercial cultivation operations in subwatersheds that are designated as critical habitat 
for species listed under the federal Endangered Species Act. As shown in Exhibit 3.4-5, all watersheds in the 
County include critical habitat for chinook salmon, steelhead, marbled murrelet, and/or northern spotted 
owl. Thus, this suggested alternative would be a county-wide prohibition of new commercial outdoor and 
mixed-light cannabis operations. 

Alternative 5 would prohibit all new commercial cannabis outdoor and mixed-light cultivation that did not 
exist on or before December 31, 2015 except under the RRR program, and would not allow any new permits 
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for pre-existing cultivation in areas zoned Timber Production Zone (TPZ). New commercial cannabis indoor 
cultivation and non-cultivation operations would only be allowed within community plan boundaries. All other 
requirements and performance standards in the proposed ordinance would remain the same as the project.  

This alternative addresses overall environmental impacts associated with new outdoor and mixed-light 
cultivation activities that include objectionable odors from cannabis cultivation, biological resources, water 
quality and drainage, water supply impacts, and operational air quality impacts related to particulate matter.  

 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

Aesthetics 
Under Alternative 5, modifications to existing commercial cannabis cultivation operations and new indoor 
cultivation and non-cultivation cannabis operations in the County could alter localized views of scenic vistas 
or resources. The limitations on size, coverage, and location of cannabis cultivations provided under the 
proposed ordinance, in addition to existing county code and coastal zoning regulations, would limit the 
potential for cannabis-related uses to have a substantial adverse visual impact on scenic vistas or 
resources. This impact would be lless than significant, because cannabis operations would blend with 
existing rural and agricultural uses located in these scenic viewsheds for reasons identified Impact 3.1-1. 
Compared to the proposed ordinance, there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities 
that could occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential for adverse effects on scenic 
resources. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts on scenic vistas or resources would be of 
lesser magnitude under Alternative 5.  

Improvements to existing cannabis operations and new indoor cultivation and non-cultivation cannabis 
operations permitted under Alternative 5 would be visually consistent with the existing rural and agricultural 
character of the County. Cannabis operations are aesthetically not substantially different in appearance from 
other agricultural operations, and non-cultivation activities would appear as similar to other warehouse-
based facilities. This impact would be lless than significant for the reasons discussed under Impact 3.1-2. 
Compared to the proposed ordinance, there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities 
that could occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential for adverse effects on visual 
character. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts on visual character to quality would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Commercial cannabis operations permitted under Alternative 5 could involve the use of lighting, such as for 
indoor cultivation and other light fixtures used at night could create new light sources that are out of 
character with the area. This alternative would be subject to the performance standards under the proposed 
ordinance that expressly prohibit any light escape from nurseries and existing mixed-light cannabis 
cultivation operations. This impact would be lless than significant for reasons identified under Impact 3.1-3. 
Relative to the proposed ordinance, light and glare impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 
5 as there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities that could be a source of lighting 
and glare.  

Agriculture and Forest Resources 
Cannabis is defined under the proposed ordinance and by the state as an agricultural product and as such, 
Alternative 5 would not result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses nor conflict with existing 
zoning for agricultural use. The County has determined that cannabis cultivation is a compatible use on 
lands under Williamson Act contracts. There would be nno impact on conversion of farmland to 
nonagricultural use, or conflict with zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract under Alternative 
5 or the project. Relative to the proposed ordinance, this impact would be of ssimilar magnitude for 
Alternative 5. 

Under Alternative 5 and the project, no new commercial cultivation sites would be allowed on lands zoned as 
TPZ. For existing cultivation sites, timberland conversion may only occur in association with on-site 
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remediation and reconfiguration activities, including reforestation, subject to performance standards. 
Therefore, cannabis cultivation and associated activities would not cause conflicts that could result in 
substantial conversion of forest land to a non-forest use or rezoning of TPZ lands. Under Alternative 5, this 
impact would be lless than significant and of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Alternative 5 would result in operational PM10 air quality impacts related to road dust emissions during 
harvest season from cultivation operations. As identified in Impact 3.3-2, are no feasible mitigation 
measures available to address this impact. Thus, this impact would be ssignificant and unavoidable. 
Compared to the proposed ordinance, there would be a smaller number of commercial cannabis activities 
that could occur throughout the County and, consequently, less potential to generate road dust. Thus, 
relative to the proposed ordinance, PM10 air quality impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 
5. 

Greenhouse gas impacts would be lless than significant as identified under Impact 3.3-3. Alternative 5 would 
have fewer GHG emissions, because there would be fewer commercial cannabis activities throughout the 
County and, consequently, less potential to generate GHG emission. Thus, GHG impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Objectionable odors could result from cannabis operations under Alternative 5 for the reasons described 
under Impact 3.3-4. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.3-4 would assist in addressing this 
impact, but the impact would remain ssignificant and unavoidable. Alternative 5 would have a reduced extent 
of potential odor impacts because of the prohibition of new outdoor and mixed-light cannabis cultivation that 
are a source of objectionable odors as compared to the proposed ordinance. Thus, odor impacts would be of 
lesser magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Biological Resources 
Under Alternative 5, potential land use conversion would result in ppotentially significant impacts to habitat 
conditions, special-status plant and animal species, sensitive natural communities, and wildlife movement 
for reasons identified under Impacts 3.4-1 through 3.4-6. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.4, 
“Biological Resources,” would reduce these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Compared to the 
proposed ordinance, the extent of significant of these impacts under Alternative 5 would be reduced. This 
alternative would prohibit new outdoor and mixed-light commercial cannabis cultivation operations that could 
disturb habitat areas and the County’s watersheds where special-status wildlife species occur. Thus, relative 
to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5.  

Cultural Resources 
Future commercial cannabis operations associated with Alternative 5 could be located on lands that contain, 
or are nearby historic resources or contain archaeological and tribal cultural resources. Impacts to historic 
and archaeological resources would be ppotentially significant for reasons identified in Impact 3.5-1 and 3.5-
2. Mitigation measures provided in Section 3.5, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” would reduce these 
impacts to less than significant. Impacts to tribal cultural resources would be lless than significant for 
reasons identified under Impact 3.5-3. Cultural resource impacts under Alternative 5 would be less than 
those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because fewer new commercial cannabis operations 
would likely disturb fewer resources. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude under Alternative 5.  

Geology and Soils 
Implementation of Alternative 5 would result in the lless-than-significant geologic and soil stability impacts 
because these impacts would be addressed through compliance with existing state and local standards as 
identified impacts 3.6-1 through 3.6-4. Future development of commercial cannabis facilities under Alternative 
5 could result in ppotentially significant impacts associated with the damage or destruction of undiscovered 
paleontological resources for reasons identified under Impact 3.6-5. Mitigation identified under Impact 3.6-5 
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would reduce this impact to less than significant. Alternative 5’s geology and soils impacts would be of llesser 
magnitude than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because there would be a reduced 
extent development of new commercial cannabis operations that could disturb paleontological resources. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
Alternative 5 would result in lless-than-significant impacts associated with the use of hazardous materials, 
exposure to hazards from airport operations and wildfires, and conflicts with emergency response and 
evaluation plans for reasons identified under Impacts 3.7-1 and 3.7-3 through 3.7-7. This alternative could 
result in a ppotentially significant impact associated with the accidental release of unidentified contamination 
or hazardous waste during construction activities of new commercial cannabis operations for reasons 
identified under Impact 3.7-2. Mitigation measures identified under Impact 3.7-2 would reduce this impact 
to a less-than-significant level. Relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude 
under Alternative 5 because there would be fewer new commercial cannabis operations developed county-
wide that could potentially disturb contaminated sites. 

Hydrology and Water Quality 
This alternative would have ppotentially significant operational water quality, drainage, and surface water 
impacts from new cultivation and non-cultivation operations for reasons identified under impacts 3.8-2, 3.8-4, 
and 3.8-5. Mitigation measures identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” would reduce 
these impacts to a less-than-significant level. Alternative 5’s impact would be less than those that would occur 
under the proposed ordinance because of the prohibition of new outdoor and mixed-light commercial cannabis 
cultivation operations that could impact water resources and the County’s watersheds. Thus, relative to the 
proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Alternative 5 would have the same groundwater performance standards that are identified in the proposed 
ordinance. Localized groundwater impacts were identified as ppotentially significant for reasons identified under 
Impact 3.8-3. Mitigation for this impact was identified under Section 3.8, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” that 
would reduce this impact to less than significant.  Alternative 5’s impact would be less than what would occur 
under the proposed ordinance because of the prohibition of new outdoor and mixed-light commercial cannabis 
cultivation operations that could impact local groundwater resources and wells. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Land Use and Planning 
Alternative 5 would result in lless-than-significant land use impacts associated with the physical division of 
established communities or conflicts with applicable land use policy provisions of the County, ssimilar in 
magnitude to the proposed ordinance for reasons identified under Impact 3.9-1 and 3.9-2.  

Noise 
Construction of new commercial cannabis operations in the County that may occur under Alternative 5 could 
result in ppotentially significant noise impacts for reasons identified under Impact 3.10-1. Mitigation 
measures identified under Impact 3.10-1 would reduce construction noise to a less-than-significant level. 
This alternative’s construction noise impacts would be less than what would occur under the proposed 
ordinance because of the prohibition of new outdoor and mixed-light commercial cannabis cultivation 
operations that would reduce the extent of construction noise impacts in the County. Thus, relative to the 
proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Alternative 5 would result in lless-than-significant operational noise impacts or traffic noise impact as further 
described under Impact 3.10-2 and 3.10-3. This alternative’s operational noise impacts related to generators 
would be less than what would occur under the proposed ordinance because of the smaller extent of 
development of new commercial cannabis operations that could impact adjacent noise-sensitive receptors. 
Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5.  
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Public Services 
Alternative 5 would result in lless-than-significant impacts to fire protection services and law enforcement. As 
identified under Impact 3.11-1 and 3.11-2, cannabis operations would be required to comply with state and 
local regulations related to building, electrical, and fire regulations. This alternative’s public service impacts 
would be less than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance, because of fewer new commercial 
cannabis operations would generated lower public service demand. Thus, relative to the proposed 
ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5.  

Transportation and Circulation 
Under Alternative 5, construction and operation of new commercial cannabis cultivation facilities would 
generate traffic on the County roadway system. These increases in traffic would not reduce level of service 
(LOS) operations on state highways below LOS “C.” This would be a lless-than-significant traffic impact for 
reasons further identified under Impact 3.12-1 and 3.12-2. This alternative’s traffic impacts would be less 
than those that would occur for the proposed ordinance because of the prohibition of new outdoor and 
mixed-light commercial cannabis cultivation operations would generate lower traffic volumes. Thus, relative to 
the proposed ordinance, impacts would be of llesser magnitude  under Alternative 5. 

Alternative 5 would include the proposed ordinance’s roadway standards for cannabis facilities and would 
also be subject to Chapter 10 – Fire Safe Regulations of the Humboldt County Code that require the 
provision of safe access for emergency wildland fire equipment and civilian evacuation concurrently. 
Compliance with these requirements would reduce potential impacts to emergency access to a lless-than-
significant level. This alternative’s emergency access impacts would be less than those that would occur for 
the proposed ordinance because of the reduced extent new cannabis cultivation operations that would 
generate a lower potential for emergency access conflicts. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts 
would be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
Alternative 5 could increase the demand for wastewater and water supply services within existing provider 
service boundaries from new commercial cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation operations. This impact 
would be ppotentially significant for reasons discussed under Impact 3.13-1 and 3.13-2. Mitigation measures 
identified in Section 3.13, “Utilities and Service Systems,” would reduce this alternative’s impact to less than 
significant for wastewater service, but not for public water supply, which would remain significant and 
unavoidable. This alternative’s utility service impacts would be less than those that would occur for the 
proposed ordinance because fewer new commercial cannabis operations that would generate a lower 
demand for public wastewater and water service. Thus, relative to the proposed ordinance, impacts would 
be of llesser magnitude under Alternative 5. 

Energy 
Alternative 5 would have a lless-than-significant energy impact as it would not result in a wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy by complying with 2016 Title 24 standards and the renewable energy 
requirements under the proposed ordinance for renewable energy for existing mixed-light cultivation, indoor 
cultivation, and other non-cultivation activities (see Impact 3.14-1). Alternative 5 would reduce the amount of 
cannabis cultivation and non-cultivation energy use as compared to the proposed ordinance because of the 
prohibition of new outdoor or mixed-light commercial cannabis cultivation operations. Thus, this alternative’s 
energy impacts would be of llesser magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  

This alternative would also result in a lless-than-significant impact to electrical and natural gas infrastructure 
for reasons identified under Impact 3.14-2. Cannabis operations that are able to use the existing energy grid 
in the County would be supplied by PG&E, which is anticipated to maintain sufficient capacity. Thus, this 
alternative’s energy infrastructure impacts would be of ssimilar magnitude to the proposed ordinance.  
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COMPARISON OF ALTERNATIVES 

Table 6-2 summarizes the environmental analyses provided above for the project alternatives. 

Table 6-2 Comparison of the Environmental Impacts of the Alternatives in Relation to the Project 

Environmental Topic Proposed Project 

Alternative 1 –  
No Project, No 

Additional Permits 
Issued 

Alternative 2 –  
No Project, New 
Permits Issued 

Alternative 3 – 
Prohibition of New 

Outdoor and Mixed-Light 
Cannabis Operations in 

City Spheres of Influence 
and Community Plan 

Areas 

Alternative 4 – 
Prohibition of New 

Outdoor and 
Mixed-Light 
Cultivation 
Operations  

Alternative 5 – 
Reduction of 

New 
Commercial 
Operations 

Aesthetics 
Less Than 
Significant 

Less 

Similar 
(scenic resources and 

visual character) 
 

Greater 
(light and glare) 

Similar 

Less  
(scenic resources 

and visual 
character)  

 
Similar 

 (light and glare) 

Less 

Agriculture and 
Forest Resources 

Less Than 
Significant 

Similar Similar Similar Similar Similar 

Air Quality and 
Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions 

Significant and 
Unavoidable 

Less 
(PM10 emissions and 

odors) 
 

Similar 
(GHG emissions) 

Similar 
(PM10 emissions and 

odors) 
 

Greater 
(GHG emissions) 

Greater  
(PM10 emissions and 

GHG emissions) 
 

Less 
(odors) 

Less Less 

Biological Resources 
Less Than 

Significant (With 
Mitigation) 

Less Similar Similar Less Less 

Cultural Resources 
Less Than 

Significant (With 
Mitigation) 

Less Similar Similar Less Less 

Geology and Soils 
Less Than 

Significant (With 
Mitigation) 

Less Similar Similar Less Less 

Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials 

Less Than 
Significant (With 

Mitigation) 
Less Similar Similar Less Less 

Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

Less Than 
Significant (With 

Mitigation) 

Less 
(water quality, 

drainage, surface 
water) 

 
Greater 

(groundwater) 

Similar 
(water quality, 

drainage, surface 
water) 

 
Greater 

(groundwater) 

Similar  
(water quality, drainage, 

surface water) 
 

Less 
(groundwater) 

Less Less 

Land Use and 
Planning 

Less Than 
Significant 

Similar Similar Similar Similar Similar 
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Table 6-2 Comparison of the Environmental Impacts of the Alternatives in Relation to the Project 

Environmental Topic Proposed Project 

Alternative 1 –  
No Project, No 

Additional Permits 
Issued 

Alternative 2 –  
No Project, New 
Permits Issued 

Alternative 3 – 
Prohibition of New 

Outdoor and Mixed-Light 
Cannabis Operations in 

City Spheres of Influence 
and Community Plan 

Areas 

Alternative 4 – 
Prohibition of New 

Outdoor and 
Mixed-Light 
Cultivation 
Operations  

Alternative 5 – 
Reduction of 

New 
Commercial 
Operations 

Noise 
Less Than 

Significant (With 
Mitigation) 

Less 

Similar 
(construction noise) 

 
Greater 

(generator noise) 

Less Less Less 

Public Services 
Less Than 
Significant 

Less Similar Similar Less Less 

Transportation and 
Circulation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Less 

Similar 
(traffic operations) 

 
Greater 

(transportation safety) 

Similar Less Less 

Utilities and Service 
Systems 

Significant and 
Unavoidable 

Less Similar Less Less Less 

Energy 
Less Than 
Significant 

Greater 
(energy efficiency) 

 
Similar 

(energy infrastructure) 

Greater 
(energy efficiency) 

 
Similar 

(energy infrastructure) 

Greater 
(energy efficiency) 

 
Similar 

(energy infrastructure) 

Less Less 

Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2017 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE 

CCR Section 15126.6 suggests that an EIR should identify the “environmentally superior” alternative. “If the 
environmentally superior alternative is the ‘no project’ alternative, the EIR shall also identify an 
environmentally superior alternative among the other alternatives.” 

With Alternative 5, impacts to aesthetics, air quality and greenhouse gases, biological resources, cultural 
resources, geology and soils, hydrology and water quality, noise, public services, traffic, utilities, and energy 
would be reduced, when compared to the project. Because it would result in less overall environmental 
impact than the project, Alternative 5 would be considered environmentally superior. This alternative would 
meet the basic project objectives.  
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County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department  1  
April 2017 
 

 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

Date:   April 4, 2017 

To:   Interested Parties 
   All Recipients on the Distribution List 

Lead Agency:  County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department 

Contact:  Steven Lazar 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 

   3015 H Street 
   Eureka, CA 95501 
 
Project Title: Amendments to Humboldt County Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis 

Activities 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the County of Humboldt (County), as Lead Agency under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has prepared this Notice of Preparation (NOP) for 
a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for proposed amendments to the Humboldt County 
Code regulating cannabis activities authorized under state law (Project). The NOP includes a 
project background, description, maps, and an overview of the potential impacts that will be 
addressed in the EIR. This NOP was prepared In accordance with Section 15082 of the CEQA 
Guidelines. 
 
THE PURPOSE OF THIS NOTICE IS: (1) to serve as the NOP to provide interested parties, 
including members the public, potential Responsible Agencies, agencies involved in funding or 
approving the Project, and Trustee Agencies responsible for natural resources affected by the 
Project, with sufficient information to provide meaningful responses as to the scope and 
content of the EIR; and (2) to advise and solicit  comments and suggestions regarding the 
preparation of the EIR, environmental issues and alternatives to be addressed in the EIR, and 
any related issues, from interested parties. 
 
A 30-DAY NOP REVIEW PERIOD: The NOP will be circulated for a 30-day review period from 
April 6, 2017 to May 9, 2017. The County of Humboldt Planning and Building Department 
welcomes responsible and trustee agency input during this review. 
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Written comments should be submitted or postmarked no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
May 9, 2017.  Please indicate a contact person in your response and send your comments to: 
 

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us 

or 

Steve Lazar 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 

3015 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

 
Scoping Session:  The County will hold one or more scoping sessions at date(s), time(s), and 
place(s) to be announced to 1) inform the public and interested agencies about the proposed 
Project; and 2) solicit public comment on environmental issues and alternatives to the Project 
to be considered in the EIR. 
 
DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW: The NOP and related Project documents 
are available for public review at the following location: 
 

County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department 
3015 H Street 

   Eureka, CA 95501 
 
The NOP and related Project documents are also available for public review online at: 

https://humboldtgov.org/2308/Cannabis-EIR 
 
PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING: 

The project location, hereafter referred to as the planning area, is identified as the 
unincorporated areas of Humboldt County.  With 3,570 square miles (nearly 2.3 million acres) 
of land, Humboldt County is the fourteenth largest county in California as well as one of the 
more rural counties.  

The County is located in the northern coastal region of California between Del Norte County to 
the north, Mendocino County to the south, Trinity and Siskiyou Counties to the east, and the 
Pacific Ocean to the west.  Humboldt and bordering counties Trinity and Mendocino are often 
referred to as “The Emerald Triangle”.  With a reputation for marijuana cultivation spanning 
nearly half a century, this region is believed by many to be the largest producer of cannabis in 
the country, and possibly the world. 

There are seven incorporated cities in the County (Trinidad, Eureka, Arcata, Blue Lake, Fortuna, 
Ferndale, and Rio Dell) occupying 24,040 acres, or just about one percent of the total land area.  
Approximately 30 percent of the County is either in public ownership or tribal lands. The 
National Forests, National Parks, and public land controlled by the Bureau of Land Management 
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totals 110,000 acres, the State Parks System includes 76,500 acres, and other state lands 
comprise approximately 8,500. Tribal lands total approximately 127,500 acres (including 
reservations, Rancherias, and other trust lands), or 5.7 percent of the total land area in the 
county. 2016 data shows a county-wide population of 135,116.  Slightly more than half (71,830 
persons) of these residents live within unincorporated areas of the county, which are 
comprised of a diverse range of settings, including small rural communities, urbanized areas, as 
well as agricultural areas characterized primarily by dairies, cultivation of row crops, 
greenhouse crops, and orchards and ranch operations. Agriculture, timber, tourism, and 
education/government are strong industries in the County.  

Humboldt County includes significant portions of the Klamath River, Trinity River, Mad River, 
Van Duzen River, Mattole River, Eel River, Bear River, and Redwood Creek watersheds, and 
their tributaries.  Historically, these rivers provided spawning grounds for salmon and steelhead 
runs that were central to the culture of local California Native American Tribes, and once 
supported a thriving commercial fishing industry along the northern California coast, now in 
serious decline. 

Approximately seventy-five percent of the county’s 2.3 million acres are forested coastal 
mountains.  About fifty percent of this acreage is held as private commercial timberland. The 
timber industry economic activity peaked in the 50s and 60s, but is still a significant contributor 
to the local economy.  In the period 2000-2012 Humboldt County ranked first or second in 
timber harvest among all California counties, with 16-20% of the total.  Though forests are a 
defining feature, agriculture is a key part of the landscape and remains an important base 
industry. Approximately twenty percent of Humboldt County (460,000 acres) is host to 
conventional agricultural uses, with livestock and dairy operations predominating. 

The Project involves proposed adoption of countywide regulations and policies to govern 
commercial cannabis activities, as defined and authorized under state law concerning medical 
cannabis or adult use of marijuana.  This includes: cultivation, processing, distribution, 
manufacturing, testing, transportation, and retail sales within select zoning districts. The new 
regulations may include a licensing ordinance and zoning ordinance amendments as well as 
amendments to other areas of county code.  Amendments to the Local Coastal Program (LCP) 
may also be required for activities to occur in the Coastal Zone.  The new regulations may 
supersede, augment, or substitute for existing provisions in County Code regulating these 
activities, including but not limited to sections 313 and 314-55 of the code which regulate 
commercial activities involving the cultivation, manufacturing, and distribution of cannabis for 
medical use, as well as the indoor and outdoor cultivation of medical cannabis for personal use 
by qualified patients.   

The description in the EIR of the existing conditions of cannabis cultivation in the County, called 
the “baseline”, has been informed by the County’s recent registration and time-limited permit 
application process that closed December 31, 2016, which resulted in over 2,300 initial 
applications.  Approximately 75% of these applicants claim to have historically cultivated 
cannabis and are seeking a permit for continued cannabis operations.  In some cases, applicants 
are choosing to retire and remediate existing cultivation sites, and are requesting to relocate to 
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new properties which qualify to receive them, with the benefit of allowing for up to a 
quadrupling of total cultivation area, or 20,000 square feet of cultivation, whichever is less.  A 
smaller percentage of the total applications received are linked to projects proposing to 
establish new cultivation sites, primarily in agricultural areas determined to be most suitable for 
cultivation with the least adverse attendant environmental impacts.  The smallest percentage 
of applications received involves proposals for indoor cultivation, or the development of 
manufacturing operations or wholesale distribution facilities.  Additionally, the baseline also 
includes existing commercial cannabis operations for which no permit applications have been 
submitted.  The EIR will assume that some portion of this population will seek to participate in 
the legal, regulated marketplace, and others will choose to remain in the black market. 

A study of 2012 satellite imagery conducted by Butsic and Brenner1, revealed the presence of 
4,428 outdoor cultivation sites within 60 of the 112 subwatersheds (Hydrologic Unit Code 12) 
visible in Humboldt County.  In 2015, during a presentation before the Humboldt County Board 
Supervisors, Mr. Butsic confirmed that the 60 watersheds were chosen as part of a random 
sample and that it was therefore reasonable to extrapolate almost double that number existed 
within Humboldt County in 20122.  Anecdotal information received from observations by local 
regulatory and enforcement agencies suggests a pattern of near-exponential growth in the 
industry during the past decade, with some estimates of as many as 10,000 – 15,000 cultivation 
operations currently in existence. 
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND: 

Notable Local and State Legislative History 

In November 1996, California voters approved Proposition 215, the Compassionate Use Act, 
providing a limited defense against prosecution for possession and use of marijuana where 
medical use has been recommended by physician. 

In September 2003, the state legislature adopted SB 420 (Vasconcellos) establishing the 
medical marijuana program for authorized patients and collectives and cooperatives to 
cultivate, possess and use medical marijuana under limitations protected from prosecution.  

In August 2004, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2328 to 
provide for local implementation of Proposition 215 and SB 420. 

In December 2011, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2468, 
providing limitations for the indoor cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use (Phase I), 
and Ordinance No. 2469, establishing a moratorium for processing and acceptance of 
applications for medical marijuana dispensaries.  The moratorium was subsequently extended 
and the permitting of dispensaries prohibited by Ordinance No. 2511 in December 2013. 
                                                           
1 Butsic, Van and Jacob C. Brenner.  “Cannabis (Cannabis sativa or C. indica) Agriculture and the Environment:  A 

Systematic, Spatially-Explicit Survey and Potential Impacts.”  Environmental Research Letters, 2016; 11 (4): 
044023 DOI:10.1088/1748-9326/11/4/044023. 

2 Mintz, Daniel.  “Researcher:  8,400 Grow Sites in County.” Mad River Union, January 27, 2016,   
http://www.madriverunion.com/researcher-8400-grow-sites-in-county-2/. 
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In October 2014, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2523 
providing limitations for the outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana for personal use on 
parcels 5 acres or less (Phase II). 

In August 2015, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2534 
establishing regulations for permitting dispensaries (Phase III), but which did not go into effect 
until July 2016 pending a separate ordinance to rescind Ordinance No. 2511. 

In 2015, the California Legislature passed the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act 
(MCRSA), enabling licensing for commercial medical cannabis activities at the state level 
(subject to local approval). The law went into effect on January 1, 2016; however, the state 
licensing program will not begin until January 2018. In the interim, local governments may 
adopt ordinances to permit or license local cannabis cultivation and other commercial 
enterprises in preparation for state licensing, or prohibit such operations.   

In January 2016, Humboldt County was the first local government in the state to adopt a 
comprehensive local regulatory program for commercial medical cannabis.  The law known as 
the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) Ordinance No. 2544 (Phase 
IV)  took effect on February 26, 2016, and included a limited time period  for application 
submission that ended on December 31, 2016. 

In July 2016, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2554, 
rescinding Ordinance No. 2511 and amending Ordinance No. 2534 (Phase III Dispensary 
Regulations) and allowing for commercial medical cannabis dispensaries in the County.  

In September 2016, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2559 
making clarifying and corrective amendments to the CMMLUO Ordinance No. 2544 (Phase IV).  

The state legislature adopted a number of amendments to MCRSA, including SB 837, AB 2679, 
and AB 2516 with a range of new regulatory requirements. 

On November 8, 2016, California Voters approved Proposition 64, the Adult Use of Marijuana 
Act (AUMA), authorizing a state licensing program for commercial marijuana activities similar to 
MCRSA, but not limited to medical cannabis.  AUMA allows local governments to enact 
ordinances to prohibit or regulate such activities, with certain limitations.  

The proposed amendments to the Humboldt County Code will both extend the application 
period for commercial medical cannabis activities, and will broaden the regulations to include 
activities authorized by AUMA. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The proposed amendments to the Humboldt County Code including provisions previously 
established by Ordinance Nos. 2554 and 2559 are intended to achieve the following regulatory 
objectives: 

• Repeal the deadline for applications, and continue to accept applications under Ordinance 
No. 2559 for medical cannabis without significant changes. 

• Expand the scope of the Ordinance Nos. 2554 and 2559 to include commercial marijuana 
operations for adult recreational use now authorized by AUMA, under the same general 
regulations as medical cannabis. 

• Expand the areas where new cultivation or expansion of existing cultivation sites will be 
permitted to locations with or without prime agricultural soils that are planned and zoned 
for agricultural use, meeting specific criteria to be established: 

natural slopes 15 percent or less 
in lower portions of principal watersheds where established riparian water rights exist 
with viable local on-site water source, including: 

o rainwater capture and storage 
o surface water diversion and storage under standard forbearance period or 

refined or dynamic period set by flow data or localized water management plan 
o groundwater, where known to be non-hydrologically connected  

located on or within 1 mile of county-maintained roads 
or located on private road systems meeting the category 4 road standard 
with on-grid power or alternative energy source (solar, wind, or micro-hydro) 

• Restrict or prohibit generator use 
• Limit new cultivation or expansion to areas not requiring conversion of timberland 
• Provide for micro-business license type under AUMA within 2 miles of state highways 
• Apply special requirements/limitations for projects located within spheres of influence or 

community areas 
• Provide consistency with state law amendments to medical cannabis regulations (MCRSA) 
• Provide consistency with state agency regulations to implement MCRSA and AUMA by 

Departments of Consumer Affairs, Food & Agriculture and Public Health, or other agencies 
• Provide consistency with forthcoming interim principles and guidelines for diversion and 

use of water for cannabis cultivation to be prepared by the State Water Resources Control 
Board in consultation with the Department of Fish & Wildlife 

• Provide for additional amendments to existing ordinance provisions including: application 
requirements, performance standards, general provisions, and permit types 

• Amendments to other relevant provisions of Humboldt County Code including but not 
limited to:  

County Code Enforcement provisions 
Humboldt County Streamside Management Area Ordinance 
County Business License provisions 
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SUMMARY OF KEY ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN EIR 

Pursuant to Section 15064 of the CEQA Guidelines, the discussion of potential project effects on 
the environment in the EIR will concentrate on those impacts that the County has determined 
may be potentially significant. The most detailed analysis will evaluate the project, however 
project alternatives will also be evaluated. The EIR will evaluate the cumulative impacts of the 
project when considered in conjunction with other related past, present, and reasonably 
foreseeable future projects.  
 
The County has determined that the proposed Project could potentially result in environmental 
impacts in the following topic areas: 
 
• Aesthetics and Visual Resources 
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
• Agricultural and Forestry Resources 
• Hydrology and Water Quality 
• Geology and Soils 
• Land Use and Planning 
• Public Services  

• Cultural Resources 
• Tribal Cultural Resources 
• Air Quality 
• Energy Use and Conservation 
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions & Climate Change 
• Biological Resources 
• Utilities and Service Systems 

 
These topic areas will be evaluated in the EIR, and feasible and practicable mitigation measures 
will be recommended to reduce any potentially significant impacts.  Brief descriptions of 
proposed analyses follow: 

Aesthetics: Humboldt County is renowned for the scenic quality of its varied topography which 
includes: coastline, forests, rivers, and agricultural areas.  Due to its remote setting, the county 
has been host to a robust and varied landscape of agricultural uses since nearly its inception.  
Many of these areas remain actively in agricultural production today as row crops, vineyards, 
and indoor flower greenhouses.  Grazing lands comprise the largest percentage of the county’s 
agricultural landscape.  There are no officially designated state scenic highways in Humboldt 
County, although Highways 101, 36, 299, and 96 are eligible for designation.  This EIR section 
will qualitatively describe the County’s current visual resources, consistent with the County 
General Plan and General Plan Update setting information.  The EIR analysis will describe how 
project implementation could generally change aesthetics within the County, especially from 
important vantage points and within potential cultural landscapes. Changes may include 
fencing and other visual screens that block views of grow operations, new or additional facilities 
related to processing and transportation, as well as additional or expanded outdoor cultivation 
activities.  Siting requirements (i.e., required distances between project-related uses and 
“sensitive uses,” setback specifications from public or private use types, and retention of 
CMMLUO Section 55.4.11 regarding lighting standards) that are established within the project 
will be reflected in the EIR’s analysis. The analysis will also include a discussion of light- and 
glare-related impacts and a discussion of potential impacts to the existing viewshed.  
Consultation with the Coastal Commission staff may reveal the need for a varied approach to 
the protection of scenic resources within the Coastal Zone. 
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Agriculture and Forestry Resources. The EIR will evaluate the effects of continuing to accept 
permit applications by existing operators engaged in cannabis cultivation on lands planned and 
zoned for agricultural and timber land use activities.  The majority of lands in the county are 
host to forest resources meeting the definition of ‘timberland’ found under section 4526 of the 
Public Resources Code (Forest Practices Act).  To help arrest the pattern of private non-
industrial timberland conversion which accompanied the growth of the cannabis industry 
during recent years, Ordinance Nos. 2544 and 2559 prohibited new or expanded cannabis 
cultivation on lands zoned ‘TPZ’ and limited permits to the area of existing cultivation as of 
January 1, 2016.  New or expanded cultivation activities were confined to agriculturally zoned 
lands over 5 acres in size that are host to prime soils and slopes of 15 percent or less.  The EIR 
will analyze the effects of removing the ‘prime soils’ requirement for new or expanded 
cultivation proposals, relieving pressure on these limited agricultural resources, while helping 
align with common local cultivation practices which rely upon the import of soil to the 
cultivation site.  The Department of Conservation has affirmed cannabis’ status as an 
agricultural product as declared under MCRSA, and clarified that the cultivation of cannabis on 
lands enrolled in the Williamson Act program is not prohibited.3  In December 2015, during 
their review of the CMMLUO, the Humboldt County Williamson Act Advisory Committee found 
cannabis cultivation to be a compatible use on lands subject to Williamson Act contracts. 

Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas (GHGs). The project is located within the jurisdiction of the North 
Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD). The EIR will evaluate the potential 
criteria pollutant operational emissions of the project.  The air quality analysis will document 
existing conditions and local, state and federal regulatory standards and thresholds, and 
describe attainment/non-attainment pollutants for the North Coast Air Basin.  The estimated 
emissions will be compared against the district-accepted thresholds for reactive organic gases, 
nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter.  Humboldt County is in attainment of all federal and 
state criteria air pollutant standards, except for annual emissions of particulate matter larger 
than 2.5 microns but smaller than 10 microns (PM10), for which the entire North Coast Air Basin, 
including Humboldt County, is currently designated as a non-attainment area.  The 2015 
Estimated Annual Emissions from Almanac Emission Projection Data maintained by the 
California Air Resources Board reveals that fugitive dust from unpaved roads comprises 58.2% 
of annual PM10 emissions in Humboldt County. 

The EIR will qualitatively evaluate potential odor impacts associated with the project. Cannabis 
cultivation and processing operations have odors associated with them, especially during the 
final parts of the cultivation cycle (typically beginning in August and continuing until harvest in 
October or November). Generally, the larger the size of cultivation and processing activities, the 
greater the potential for odor to be evident. In addition, the establishment of micro-businesses 
in the County could become focused sources of odors from cannabis cultivation/processing and 
on-site consumption.  

                                                           
3 Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resource Protection.  “Cultivation of Medical Marijuana and the 
Williamson Act.”  July 2016, 
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/lca/Documents/WA%20Medical%20Marijuana_7.15.2016.pdf. 
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The analysis of GHGs will include a brief discussion on the current state of the science (e.g., 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s [IPCC] Fourth Assessment Report), current 
General Plan Update and Climate Action Plan development by the County, along with applicable 
regulatory framework and relevant guidance (e.g., AB 32 and SB 32). The analysis will evaluate 
the project in terms of its consistency with California’s GHG reduction goals, recommendations 
contained in the AB 32 Scoping Plan, and other recent guidance documents for determining 
whether project-generated GHG emissions would be a cumulatively considerable contribution 
to the global impact of climate change. The EIR will include analysis of changes in carbon 
sequestration potential resulting from conversion and substitution of existing vegetation 
and/or agricultural activities occurring in tandem with the establishment or enlargement of 
outdoor and mixed light cultivation areas.  Analysis will also review and consider benefits from 
project-driven reforestation performed during the retirement and remediation of existing 
cultivation sites in accordance with regulatory incentives provided under the CMMLUO.  The 
EIR will evaluate Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) linked to management of cannabis cultivation 
sites within the county, in association with an analysis of attendant GHG emissions.  The EIR will 
also evaluate potential GHG emissions from portable generators which may be associated with 
cannabis cultivation sites not located on the electrical grid, and from grid connected indoor and 
mixed light cultivation sites.  An analysis of energy consumption associated with commercial 
cannabis activities will be performed in accordance with Appendix F of the CEQA Guidelines.  
This will include development of potential conservation measures. 

Biological Resources. The EIR will evaluate potential direct and indirect biological impacts of 
the proposed ordinance amendments. Impacts may include direct loss of vegetation and 
habitats primarily due to grading and vegetation removal performed in association with the 
development of new cultivation sites or expansion of existing cannabis cultivation sites and 
associated infrastructure.  This includes roads, accessory structures used for on-site processing 
or storage, installation and maintenance of irrigation systems including alterations to stream 
morphology associated with in-channel disturbances, above and below ground storage of water 
used for irrigation, as well as installation of security fencing.  Other project features with 
potential impacts to wildlife include: improper use of rodenticide and pesticides, loss or 
reduction of riparian habitat, noise resulting from increased human activity in remote areas as 
well as noise from generator use, installation of fencing which interferes with or obstructs 
movement of terrestrial species, increased use of night-lighting associated with security 
measures as well as light spillage from mixed-light cultivation.  Indirect impacts of chief concern 
surround those with the potential to affect in-stream habitat including: discharge of sediment 
and nutrient-rich runoff from cultivation sites to nearby watercourses, summertime dewatering 
of streams where local cannabis irrigation demands involve use of surface water diversions and 
hydrologically connected wells4, reduced input of large woody debris within lower portions of 
the watershed, and increases in overall water temperature and loss of cold water refugia linked 
to low streamflows and reductions in riparian vegetation and associated shading. 

                                                           
4 Scott Bauer, et. al..  “Impacts of Surface Water Diversions for Marijuana Cultivation on Aquatic Habitat in Four Northwestern 
California Watersheds.” PLoS ONE 10(3): e0120016, March 18, 2015, 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0120016. 
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Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources.  Development and management of cannabis 
cultivation sites, including support structures and infrastructure, has the potential to impact 
cultural resources.  The EIR will evaluate the potential for impacts on unknown subsurface 
cultural resources, including the disturbance of human remains and impacts to known historic 
resources.  Though the majority of potential historical resources in the County remain largely 
unsurveyed and undocumented at this time, a review of listed historical structures and sites will 
be included, as well as a discussion of potential cultural landscapes within areas of permit 
activity.  An overview of local history, before settlement (pre-1850) and afterward (1850 to 
present) will be provided as well as a brief discussion of applicable federal, state, and local 
policies and regulations, including methods used to identify and evaluate cultural resources and 
criteria for determining significance, identification of impacts, and development of mitigation 
measures.  

The County contains many archaeological, paleontological, and Native American cultural sites 
and historic resources, including numerous unrecorded archaeological sites and historic 
resources.  Potential impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources will be evaluated in coordination with 
opportunities for tribal consultation initiated pursuant to Section 21080.3.1 of the Public 
Resources Code.  Information concerning sites, features, practices, cultural landscapes, sacred 
places, or objects with cultural value to a California tribe will be incorporated into the EIR’s 
analysis.  This includes important locations, routes, and riverscapes utilized for resource 
gathering and ceremony, such as tan oak and oak woodland, fishing locations, and grasses used 
in basketry, as well as the role of prescribed fire. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials.  Storage and use of hazardous materials at locations host to 
cultivation activities is not uncommon.  Additionally, certain manufacturing processes include 
the use of volatile solvents in association with extraction of cannabis oils.  If improperly stored 
or utilized, all of these materials can result in potentially significant environmental effects.  
Additionally, nearly 9 out of 10 existing cultivation sites occur in remote areas of the county 
characterized by high or very high fire hazard severity zones.  The EIR will assess hazards and 
hazardous materials impacts from cultivation and manufacturing sites by considering storage, 
handling, and application practices of hazardous materials, as well as review hazards related to 
permitting new and ongoing commercial cultivation activities within areas of wildland fire risk. 

Hydrology and Water Quality. The existing CMMLUO includes several provisions aimed at 
protecting water quality, including that all cultivation sites comply with the 12 Standard 
Conditions outlined under the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Waiver of 
Waste Discharge requirements (Order No. 2015-0023), administered as part of the Cannabis 
Cultivation Waste Discharge Regulatory Program (CCWDRP).  As the agency with the greatest 
regulatory authority and oversight over water quality matters, the work of the North Coast 
RWQCB and the CCWDRP represents the most authoritative evaluation and treatment of 
cannabis cultivation water quality considerations to date.  The program “does not cover or 
authorize development of new cannabis cultivation sites”, but instead applies to Cannabis 
Cultivation and Associated Activities or Operations with Similar Environmental Effects, including 
associated actions involving remediation, cleanup, and restoration of existing sites compelled 
by the order.  The EIR will primarily focus on analysis of water quality impacts associated with 
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installation of new cultivation sites and associated infrastructure, including changes in run-off 
volumes and drainage patterns, pollutant discharges to surface and ground waters, and 
potential flooding hazards and downstream flooding impacts.  Using information derived from 
recent permit applications being sought by operators of existing cultivation sites, the EIR will 
include a review of common water sources, as well as water storage and use broken down by types 
of cultivation and methods of irrigation.  An analysis will also be performed of changes in current 
water use resulting from potential crop substitution or conversion to accommodate cannabis, as 
well as changes in the use of existing commercial buildings to accommodate indoor cannabis 
cultivation or manufacturing activities. 

Geology and Soils.  The EIR will evaluate seismic issues as well as any risks of soil instability and 
other geotechnical hazards that could impact existing and future cultivation sites and associated 
structures and infrastructure.  The majority of existing cultivation sites are located within interior 
portions of the county characterized by steep topography, increased erosion risk, and evidence of 
historic landslide activity.  Existing sites typically feature unpermitted grading and volumes of 
ground disturbance exceeding local grading permit thresholds (50 cubic yards), with measures for 
erosion control either absent or inadequate.  Improper site development or maintenance can result 
in erosion and transportable sediment and create or exacerbate unstable features.  Water resource 
protection or cleanup plans prepared in association with enrollment under the CCWDRP contain 
requirements for implementation of appropriate Best Management Practices (BMP’s) to prevent 
and minimize wind and water erosion of soils, including: installation of adequate road ditch relief 
drains or rolling dips where necessary, usage of sediment control devices such as check dams or 
sand bag barriers when necessary to disperse ditch water, and compaction and contouring of stored 
soil spoil piles to mimic the natural slope contours. Proper implementation of BMP’s at existing sites 
significantly reduces the potential for substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil.  The EIR will 
primarily focus on analysis of direct, indirect, and cumulative geologic hazards and impacts posed 
by new or expanded cannabis operations, including grading for terracing and access roads which 
may have the potential to increase erosion, landslides, unstable slopes, sedimentation, and seismic 
hazards.  Analysis will also consider beneficial effects from ongoing implementation of the 
regulatory program, and eliminating or limiting illegal grading and ground disturbance in sensitive 
areas. 

Land Use and Planning.  The EIR will evaluate the proposed amendments for consistency with 
existing local land use policies and regulations, including applicable habitat conservation plans, local 
coastal plans, and airport land use plans. Intensified commercial agricultural operations have the 
potential for conflicts with nearby residential uses related to noise, odors, dust, security, and traffic 
associated with development and operation of cannabis cultivation and other commercial activities. 
In addition, the proximity of some cultivation operations to existing residential uses can result in 
conflicts between County policies which promote agricultural uses and those designed to protect 
the quality of life and neighborhood character within rural lands. The Land Use and Planning 
analysis in the EIR will address commercial cannabis activities in each zoning district where they are 
allowed and consider effects related to conversion or displacement of existing land uses. Analysis of 
policy consistency will include: use of space within existing industrial and commercial areas, 
resource preservation and protection, localized traffic concerns and parking demand, compatibility 
within discrete community planning areas and spheres of influence, and other land use issues of 
possible community concern while acknowledging the priority placed on conventional commercial 
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agricultural uses and timber production in certain zone districts.  The EIR will qualitatively describe 
existing land use within the County and evaluate any potential for division of existing communities.   

Public Services. The EIR will evaluate whether the proposed amendments could result in impacts 
on public services including fire protection, police protection, schools, and other public facilities. 
Most of the County is designated as a High or Very High Fire hazard area by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire).  In the event of fire, emergency access to 
cannabis cultivation and manufacturing sites is critical to ensure adequate and timely response.  
The County is served by a number of fire districts and by CalFire.   

Local law enforcement is provided primarily through stations operated by the Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Office and coordination with City Police Departments, as well as the California Highway 
Patrol.  Development permitted under the proposed amendments may incrementally increase 
demand for public services, particularly fire protection.  Incremental increases in demand for law 
enforcement along with other services, such as road maintenance, may also occur. The EIR would 
provide an overview of public service issues and focus on services that could be adversely affected. 
The EIR would assess fire protection issues and potential increases in demand for other public 
services associated with existing and new cannabis cultivation sites, such as access, response time, 
and defensible space while accounting for existing regulations and development standards.   

Utilities & Service Systems. The EIR will evaluate direct and indirect effects on utilities serving new 
and existing cannabis cultivation sites as well as commercial and industrially zoned areas where 
manufacturing, processing, and distribution facilities may be developed. The Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) is the principal provider of electricity and natural gas to the majority of the 
County.  The proposed amendments may result in an increase in demand for water and power to 
support commercial cannabis activities and may generate solid waste and wastewater requiring 
treatment.  There are 12 municipal wastewater service providers and 24 municipal water service 
providers currently operating within the unincorporated areas of the county.  Nearly all of the 
County’s municipal water providers rely upon local surface (streams and reservoirs) and 
groundwater sources, which are fed entirely by precipitation and do not receive any imported 
water.  While most outdoor and mixed light cultivation sites are located in rural areas served by 
private wells, surface water diversions, and septic systems, other commercial activities 
(manufacturing, processing, and distribution) are likely to place new demands on municipal water 
sources and utilize existing infrastructure. The EIR will identify and analyze impacts of cannabis 
cultivation sites on existing utility systems and services, including increases in generation of 
cultivation-related waste such as the disposal of spent bulk soil imported to cultivation sites. 
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Cumulative Impacts.  Potential cumulative impacts of the Project will be addressed within the EIR 
consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15130. 

Other CEQA Issues. The EIR will provide a brief discussion of less than significant and insignificant 
issues, which at this time are expected to include transportation/traffic, recreation, mineral 
resources, and population and housing. CEQA allows a lead agency to limit the detail of discussion 
of the environmental effects that are not considered potentially significant. (PRC Section 21100, 
14 CCR Sections 15126.2[a] and 15128.) 

Alternatives. In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR Section 15126.6), the EIR will 
describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the proposed project that are capable of meeting 
most of the Project’s objectives,  and would avoid or substantially lessen any potential significant 
effects that may be identified. The EIR will provide an analysis of the No-Project Alternative and 
will also identify the environmentally superior alternative. The alternatives will include analysis of 
a reduced alternative that is more permissive than the Project, and also a more restrictive 
alternative to ensure the County has a range of scenarios to consider during future discretionary 
proceedings. The EIR will also identify any alternatives that were considered but rejected by the 
lead agency as infeasible and briefly explain the reasons why.
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From: Joan Bennett
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Cannabis
Date: Wednesday, April 19, 2017 3:01:29 PM

CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1270



CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1271



CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1272



CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1273



From: Dawn Boechler
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Comment on EIR/NOP
Date: Tuesday, May 2, 2017 8:11:18 AM

Dear Mr. Lazar,

I am a resident of Fortuna and live in the Home Ave/Nob Hill Rd/Garland Ave
neighborhood.  I am writing because I am very concerned about the NOP
Review/Environmental impact report and the potential for negative impacts on the
integrity, safety and quality of life in our neighborhood.

I believe most of my concerns have already been addressed by my neighbor, Tim
Meade, in his letter to you, sent on 4/16/17.  Mr. Meade has done an excellent job in
summarizing the concerns of our neighborhood and his suggestions for mitigation of
impact are well researched and should set the benchmark for these unique parcels
that exist within the county sphere of influence.

I would like to state plainly to you that I believe that commercial marijuana grows do
not belong in residential areas, and most certainly not adjacent to residential single
family zoning. 

Thank you for reading this email and for all of your efforts in this matter.

Dawn Boechler
535 Garland Ave
707-725-1686

Sent from my iPhone
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From: chantal campbell
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: proposed amendments to cannabis ordinance
Date: Wednesday, May 3, 2017 10:05:22 AM

To whom it may concern,

I think that expanding areas where growing is allowed is a bad idea.  Are you figuring out that most of the applicants
are growing in areas that aren't conducive to agricultural production?  Then they should not be growing there.  The
only reason these guys are out in the hills is to hide, weed legal?  Move into agricultural areas.  All the agricultural
areas are already in operational farming, move to a different county simple as that.  We are not giving up our natural
resources so the county can make a buck.  I feel like you are re-opening and expanding the areas allowed to grow
because the county isn't making any money on the permits because these people shouldn't be farming on the parcels
they are applying for.  This shouldn't be about money.  It should be about practicing sustainable agriculture and
saving our natural resources including our rivers. 

How about you up the tax on square footage, the current rates are a joke

--
Chantal Campbell
120 Jaymar Lane
Carlotta, CA 95528
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From: Rebecca Manion
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Scoping Meeting Comment Proposed Amendments to Humboldt County Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis

Activities
Date: Tuesday, May 16, 2017 11:37:20 AM

Hi Steve Lazar,

I attended and spoke at the Scoping Meeting to comment about the Humboldt County code
regulating cannabis activities. I did not submit a comment sheet so I am doing that now
through email...

Name: Rebecca Manion
Organization: California Native Plant Society North Coast Chapter
Mailing Address: California Native Plant Society

 North Coast Chapter
 P.O. Box 1067
 Arcata CA 95521

Email: northcoast_cnps_business@yahoogroups.com

My name is Rebecca Manion and I sit on the steering committee of the California Native Plant
Society’s North Coast Chapter. 

The primary mission of CNPS is to conserve California native plants and their natural
habitats.  Our chapter encourages the county to carefully consider the effects of cannabis
cultivation on Humboldt County’s unique ecosystems.  It is important that project occurring in
habitats that could support rare plant species or natural communities receive proper botanical
screening and field surveys by qualified botanists.  The CNPS inventory of rare and
endangered plants lists 180 species in Humboldt County, many of which meet the definition of
Rare or Endangered under CEQA Guidelines sections 15125 and 15380.  Additionally,
Humboldt County contains several rare natural communities, such as California oat grass
prairies and Oregon white oak woodlands, that must be considered under CEQA checklist IV-
B.

Please make sure that all project that have the potential to impact native plants and their
natural habitats receive the proper screening and that impacts are disclosed and fully
mitigated.  Additionally, it is important that the county consider the effects of cumulative
impacts of cannabis projects.

If you would like to further discuss our concerns, the Steering Committee would be happy to
schedule a meeting with you.

Thank you,

Rebecca Manion
Membership Chair

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
P.O. Box 1067
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From: Marion Collamer
To: Lazar, Steve
Cc: Marion Collamer
Subject: Comments on NOP amendments to Humboldt County Code regulating Commercial Cannabis Activity
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2017 1:57:39 PM
Attachments: Dual logo.jpg

Dear Mr. Lazar,

I am a rural farmer from Panther Gap , on the Mattole Road near Honeydew. We have made 
our home and farm here for 17 years and love living on our land. I dream of continuing to live 
and farm there and passing the ranch on to our children, though I don’t know if it’s possible. 
When my husband and I first came to this amazing area this is the only land we could afford, 
but considered ourselves blessed beyond measure although it is on a private road without 
access to municipal water or power and on a grade. Many times we tried to afford land in the 
Valley and although we had many connections, this fertile Prime Ag land was only for the 
wealthy or those who inherited it.
Currently there is an over production in cannabis which has made the price plummet in recent 
years. In order to entice workers to live all the way out on our farm we have had to continue to 
pay a living wage. Opening the application process to more cultivations would put small rural 
farmer like us at a severe disadvantage. We have always tried to run our buisiness in 
symbiosis with the beautiful environment that it is in. We put in a well years ago to serve our 
ag needs without disturbing the wildlife. We implemented a costly solar system that provides 
most but not all of our electrical needs. Our 3 acre conversion is a tiny portion of the 100 
acres on 2 parcels. We are good stewards of the land. 
The NOP that would allow for new cultivation and limit expansion on parcels like ours that 
are off grid, on a private road would severely affect us. We considered RRRing our home but 
the thought of farming somewhere other than our homestead breaks my heart and we couldn’t 
afford it anyway.It would break up our family to have to work in another location. We have 
invested so much money and time into the deadlines set forth by the county, and are striving in 
every way to meet the requirements. We have had to pay many different lawyers, foresters and
consultants in an effort to maintain our farm and livelihood . It has actually been a interesting 
and worthwhile process and we are learning even more about our farm. But I cannot afford to 
maintain these changes if taxes and overproduction burden our farm to the point that it is no 
longer viable. We will have to sell and be sharecroppers on someone else’s fertile river valley 
land. Please keep in mind that TPZ or U zoned land can still be a working cannabis farm that 
preserves the environment while providing a living for a middle income family. Our land is 
on a moderate grade but was logged extensively before we purchased it. We have been much 
more gentle and loving to our land than the extraction industries that occupied it previously. I 
beg you to reconsider opening up more cannabis grows, particularly when rural middle income 
property holders such as myself are at such a disadvantage. We took the county’s previous
deadlines seriously and are attempting to be thorough and forthright.
Limiting generator use would be another new proposal that would impact us negatively to the 
point of being inoperable. While we maintain an costly solar system it falls short of the 
voltage that is required in an ag setting and we are forced to run small generators occasionally. 
We service them responsibly and are respectful of the neighborhood and wildlife even though 
BLM is on one side and the other closest farm is more than 6 miles away. Please don’t punish 
us for using what limited resources we had to create a home and life for ourselves in southern 
Humboldt. We support the schools and local community and try to integrate the way we live 
with how we farm. There was a tradition in southern Humboldt of self reliance, living with 
was well as on the land, and relishing the wild beauty that locals are blessed to call home. I
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saw it in the loggers, the ranchers and yes even in the growers. If more cannabis grows are 
allowed to open and the historic farms are severely limited from expanding, farmers like 
myself will be without a home or a living, my dream shattered by our inability to compete 
with the fortunate few who can afford valley land with access to electricity. This will be only 
after I have exhausted my savings trying to save my farm. In this mountainous county there 
are more famers in my situation than the those on Prime Ag. Think of the small rural 
communities that would suffer when the cannabis money usually flowing in these areas is 
redirected to town, where there are more services but it is less needed. Thank you for your 
time, I hope the county and the farmers can come up with a compromise that is good for 
everyone.
Marion  Collamer
marion@truehumboldt.com
Founding Farmer
True Humboldt and Humboldt Sun Grower’s Guild
truehumboldt.com
Like us on Facebook!
Check out our instagram!

"STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
The information contained in this electronic message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged 
information intended for the exclusive use of the addressee(s). Do not re-post this document anywhere.  If you are 
not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message 
and any attachments. In accordance with Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C.§§ 2510-2521.”
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July 18, 2017

Re: Humboldt’s Proposed Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance Changes 

Esteemed Humboldt County Supervisors & Planning Department Leadership, 

At Compliant Farms Certified, we support approximately 80 cannabis farms in coming into 
full compliance with county and state environmental regulations. Additionally, we provide 
numerous others with consulting as needed and otherwise make ourselves available to 
educate and engage in dialogue with our community.

We take the initiative to study and participate in the public process for policy development 
related to regulations of the environmental impacts of cannabis cultivation. Our experiences 
integrating on-the-farm realities with environmental regulations provides us with insight 
few have.

We have combed over the Proposed Ordinance Policy Areas and Discussion Items presented 
in Appendix A of supporting materials dated June 7, 2017 for Agenda Item F-2 of the June 
13, 2017 Board of Supervisor’s meeting (attached here as Appendix A). Following are our 
informed opinions regarding the proposed changes. Generally, our concerns relate to the 
development of common sense regulations that protect the environment while providing a 
viable pathway to success for the small farmers of our county.

Analysis of Currently Permitted Cultivation
New/Existing & Outdoor/Mixed/Indoor 

A primary concern is that permitting of “new” cultivation has enormously outpaced 
permitting of “existing” cultivation. In our opinion, it does not make sense from 
environmental, social or economic perspectives to expand cultivation areas within 
Humboldt County without first securing existing operations.  As of June 6, 2017, only 11% of 
the total permitted cultivation area was associated with existing operations.

A trend of permitting large new cultivation farms over smaller existing farms is being 
established, and this will hinder the ability of small existing farmers to establish the 
boutique market necessary to stabilize Humboldt County’s sustainable cannabis economy.

Without our existing farmers having a secure toehold in the regulated market, the economy 
of Humboldt County will destabilize as generated revenue leaves the area. Furthermore, a 
transition away from Humboldt County’s existing farming culture will erode the values of 
community and environment that are at the heart of what makes Humboldt County a special 
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place to live. Figures 1- 4 and Table 1 below presents the permitted cultivation area for new 
and existing grows by cultivation type (outdoor, mixed light, indoor).

Figure 1. This comparison of the total permitted cultivation area in Humboldt County shows that 
Outdoor cultivation area has been permitted at a greater square footage than Mixed Light or Indoor 
cultivation.

Beneficial management practices (BMPs) associated with Outdoor cultivation can provide 
the foundation for a sustainable community via low cost of inputs, reduced energy 
consumption, holistic land management, and the potential to regenerate the environment. 
Therefore, the trend of permitting more Outdoor cultivation as compared to Mixed Light or 
Indoor cultivation types makes environmental and social sense. 

Figure 2. This comparison of the total permitted cultivation area in Humboldt County shows that 
permitting of New cultivation has vastly exceeded permitting of Existing cultivation.  

New cultivation requires disturbance of resources not yet developed for cannabis activities. 
Creating more disturbance before the potential negative impacts associated with Existing 
cultivation are remedied compounds the resource use associated with cannabis cultivation 
and does not provide a pathway to a sustainable economy. A preferred trend is to 
preferentially permit Existing cultivation prior to permitting New cultivation unless the New 
cultivation is affiliated with relocation of Existing operations. 
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Figure 3. This comparison of the total permitted Existing Outdoor cultivation area vs. New Outdoor 
cultivation area shows that permitting of New Outdoor cultivation vastly exceeds Existing Outdoor 
cultivation. Again, the creation of new disturbance prior to remediation of existing disturbance 
associated with cultivation does not provide a pathway to sustainability. 

Figure 4. This comparison of the total permitted Existing Mixed Light cultivation area vs. New 
Mixed Light cultivation shows that only New Mixed Light cultivation has been permitted. 

Figure 5. This comparison of the total permitted Indoor cultivation area vs. New Indoor cultivation 
area shows that Existing Indoor cultivation has been preferentially permitted. Indoor cultivation 
requires a vastly greater resource use than other cultivation types, thus permitting of New Indoor 
cultivation ought not be prioritized. 
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Table 1. Humboldt county permitted cultivation area by type as of June 6, 2017
Apps # Cultivation Activity Existing Square 

Footage
New Square 

Footage
10259 Outdoor 25,720 7,840
10261 Outdoor 0 43,560
10262 Outdoor 0 43,560
10263 Outdoor 0 43,560
10373 Outdoor 17,680 5,950
10374 Outdoor 0 43,560
10375 Outdoor 0 43,560
10456 Outdoor 0 10,000
10406 Outdoor 0 304,920
10251 Outdoor 9,896 0
Total Outdoor Cultivation Area 53,296 546,480
10487 Mixed Light 0 9,792
10342 Mixed Light 0 10,000
10260 Mixed Light 0 10,000
11606 Mixed Light 0 10,000
10566 Mixed Light 0 10,000
11428 Mixed Light 0 10,000
11447 Mixed Light 0 10,000
10369 Mixed Light 0 10,000

Total Mixed Light Cultivation 
Area

0 79,792

10258 Indoor 2,500 2,500
10237 Indoor 5,000 0
10568 Indoor 5,000 0
Total Indoor Cultivation Area 12,500 2,500

Total Cultivation Area (all 
types)

75,156 628,802
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Comments by Section on the Proposed Ordinance Policy Areas and 
Discussion Items 

Outdoor/Mixed Light Cultivation

1. Outdoor and Mixed Light Cultivation differ in the quantity of energy needed to 
support cannabis cultivation. Reduced energy use results in less road travel, less 
infrastructure needs, and a lighter impact on natural resources in general. Thus, 
Outdoor cultivation permits ought to be more easily obtained than Mixed Light 
cultivation permits.

2. No sunset date ought to be set for permit applications associated with existing sites. 
Doing so will result in continued environmental degradation as un-permittable 
‘existing’ sites become abandoned without needed restoration due to the lack of value 
for the land resource.

3. Permitting of ‘new’ cultivation not associated with RRR ought to be a secondary 
priority to permitting of ‘existing’ cultivation.

Industrial Areas 

1. U with existing commercial use ought to be permissible for processing, 
manufacturing, retail, and distribution activities. 

Slope

1. When graded flats on existing sites meet Humboldt County grading permit standards 
and a grading permit is obtained, no discretionary permit ought to be required. The 
Humboldt County grading ordinance is rigorous enough to assure slope integrity of 
graded flats on slopes greater the 15%. Discretionary permit requirements are 
punitive to existing cultivators and will hinder the feasibility of compliance. 

2. When environmental conditions can be improved by on-site remediation and 
reconfiguration of existing cultivation areas, doing so ought to be permissible. 
Furthermore, remediation and reconfiguration ought not to require costly bond fees 
or trigger additional permitting requirements. Rather a remediation and 
reconfiguration plan ought to be submitted with the application to be reviewed for 
approval.

Timberland Conversion 

1. Most existing timberland conversions lack proper forest management since the 
conversion took place.  Bringing all existing parcels with conversions into compliance 
with Performance Standards should also be addressed.  This should include the 
management of forest margins relative to the conversion site, fuel load reduction of 
over stock, and active slope revegetation and maintenance. 
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Energy Use- The Ancillary Nursery Activities (Propagation) or Mixed Light 
Cultivation

1. Approved off-site location for storage of ancillary mother plants ought to allow for co-
mingling of mothers from multiple license holders to allow for ease of access for rural 
farms.

2. Ancillary Nursery activities ought to allow for co-mingling of ancillary nursery stock 
from multiple license holders to allow for ease of access for rural farms. 

3. All energy requirements should have a completed energy audit to determine the total 
energy use and thus what amount 80% renewable would be.  The 20% supplied by 
non-renewable should include onsite carbon sequestration to offset the production of 
greenhouse gas emissions.  This can include fuel load reduction, forest management 
and habitat restoration.  Alternative could be purchasing local carbon credits in the 
form of funding local nonprofits in their efforts to preserve and restore habitats. 

Application Deadline for “Existing” Sites 

1. The 6-month sunset date for permitting of “existing” sites ought to be removed. 
Removing the ongoing opportunity for permitting of “existing” sites will allow for 
ongoing environmental degradation and promote illicit activities. Additionally, the 
removal will decrease land values long into the future for lands with abandoned 
existing activities. 

2. The RRR program ought to be amended so that the $50,000.00 bond requirement is 
removed. Current banking limitations for cannabis related businesses makes 
obtaining a bond extremely difficult.  Additionally, entering into the RRR program 
ought not trigger a permitting requirement for non-cultivation related activities on 
the property such as residences. 

Water Source 

1. Expand the forbearance requirement to include spring diversions. 
2. Dry farming activities ought to meet the same forbearance periods and permitting 

requirements as associated with all other farming activities. If a cultivator is truly dry 
farming the quantity of water needed during the forbearance period will be greatly 
reduced requiring less storage. Additionally, excluding dry farming activities from the 
forbearance period is punitive to non-dry farming activities that use very little water, 
and may promote an extended use of ancillary propagation and nursery areas. 

3. We support the forbearance requirement for wells.  Unregulated groundwater 
extraction has long term negative effects on environments. 

Water Storage 

1. Ponds provide a valuable water resource to wildlife. Egress structures should be 
implemented to protect wildlife.  Exclusionary fencing is dangerous to wildlife and 
interrupts corridors. 

2. Ponds should have active revegetation protocols on the southern aspect to provide 
shade and thus reduce evaporative rates. 
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3. New ponds should be designed to be filled exclusively with rainwater including 
conveyance from nearby structures. 

4. Bladders should only be a short-term water storage solution and new bladders should 
not be allowed.  Existing bladders should be phased out at a certain percentage of 
volume each year until all water storage is via tanks or pond.  Creating a basin/berm 
for bladders is an unnecessary disturbance that can be minimized by creating areas 
for rigid storage. 

Processing Facilities (Appurtenant/On-Site) 

1. Rather than limit the on-site sewage disposal system to septic systems, other fully 
contained sewage disposal systems ought to be allowed. Examples of alternative 
sewage disposal systems that ought to be allowed are approved pit privy and 
composting toilets.  Properly designed and installed pit privy or composting toilet 
systems do not threaten human or environmental health. 

Toilet Facilities 

1. Rather than limit the on-site sewage disposal system to septic systems, other fully 
contained sewage disposal systems ought to be allowed. Examples of alternative 
sewage disposal systems that ought to be allowed are approved pit privy (DEH has 
allowances for them) and composting toilets (Sonoma County is in the planning 
phases for permitting their use). Properly designed and installed pit privy or 
composting toilet systems do not threaten human or environmental health. 

Site Reconfiguration Criteria Existing Sites 

1. These proposed changes make sense and we support them. They will easily improve 
environmental conditions while maintaining commercial use of properties. 

Existing Operators - Specialty Cottage Provision 

1. The meaning of the statement “parcels must be planned/zoned where existing sites 
are principally or conditionally permitted” is unclear. 

2. Encouragement and feasibility of permitting of existing small cultivation sites is of 
utmost importance. 

Retirement, Remediation, and Relocation 

1. The RRR program ought to be amended so that the $50,000.00 bond requirement is 
removed. Current banking limitations for cannabis related businesses makes 
obtaining a bond extremely difficult.  Additionally, entering into the RRR program 
ought not trigger a permitting requirement for non-cultivation related activities on 
the property such as residences. 

Indoor Cultivation 

1. No expansion of allowable zones for Indoor cultivation ought to occur. The resource 
use associated with indoor commercial cultivation does not align with community 
values of securing and promoting traditional sun grown farming practices. 
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Nurseries & Community Propagation Centers 

1. Where limited eligible parcels exist within a limited geographic area the zoning 
requirements for Community Propagation Centers ought to be expanded to allow for 
ease of access and overall feasibility. 

Canna-tourism

1. Tours and visits by the public ought to be allowable for any permitted commercial 
cannabis business. 

2. Remove the requirement for access to be provided exclusively by publicly maintained 
roads. All roads leading to permitted commercial cannabis businesses are required to 
be brought to high standards that often exceed the quality of county roads. The 
standardization set forth in the ordinance is sufficient to provide safe access to the 
public and emergency vehicles, therefore the requirement of access via publicly 
maintained roads is punitive. 

Microbusinesses

1. Remove the requirement for access to be provided exclusively by publicly maintained 
roads. All roads leading to permitted commercial cannabis businesses are required to 
be brought to high standards that often exceed the quality of county roads. The 
standardization set forth in the ordinance is sufficient to provide safe access to the 
public and emergency vehicles, therefore the requirement of access via publicly 
maintained roads is punitive. 

2. Reduce required proportion of renewable energy sources from 100% to 80%. 

We are confident that with careful consideration and thoughtful dialogue common sense 
regulations for the commercial cultivation of cannabis can be achieved. Common sense 
regulations will be financially and temporally achievable by most existing farms and 
promote environmentally regenerative farming practices. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us for further discussion of the proposed changes to 
Humboldt County’s Commercial Cannabis Land Use Ordinance. 

With our best regards and greatest hopes for a sustainable future,

Hollie Hall, PhD 
Soil and Water Scientist 
Owner, Compliant Farms Certified 

Dan Mar, CPD 
Permaculture Systems Designer 
Owner, Compliant Farms Certified 
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Appendix A: Proposed Ordinance Policy Areas and Discussion Items 
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From: lauracooskey@frontiernet.net
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Comments on Draft EIR re: Cannabis Cultivation
Date: Tuesday, May 9, 2017 4:44:42 PM

Dear Mr. Steven Lazar,

I am writing with input regarding the proposed “Amendments to Humboldt County
Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis Activities.”

As a private citizen owning and residing on land zoned Agricultural along the Mattole
River between Honeydew and Petrolia, I have strong feelings about the proliferation
of industrial-style, large-scale cannabis growing operations in rural Southern
Humboldt. Whatever worries about impacts on wildlife and ecosystems might be
addressed in an Environmental Impact Report also includes questions about effects
on the social animal—us humans; therefore I will characterize my comments as
concerns about both environmental and social issues.

Please let me first briefly list my grievances; I am sure you have heard these
concerns  before, so I will not delve too deeply into why they are important:

* Water use and overuse, taxing the rivers, creeks, fish populations, wildlife in
general, and also stressing neighborhood residents’ domestic water supplies
* The noise from greenhouse generators and fans, which are annoying, disruptive,
and constant (around the calendar and the clock)
* Light pollution and disruption of diurnal rhythms. Not only a problem for wildlife and
for my personal enjoyment of dark, quiet country nights, but a blight on the illusion of
wilderness and pristine beauty that has drawn many tourists and comfortable retirees
here (read: an important and enduring part of Humboldt County’s economy)
* Pollution from runoff of heavy fertilizers, from diesel-powered generators, and from
excessive vehicles involved in the industry; trash piles from the all-too-common tons
of plastic which are rarely recycled
* Increase in human population as Green Rushers hurry to take advantage of this
grey area in legality and enforcement, and between state legality and national
unlawfulness. The additional people bring with them more motor vehicles, which
make the roads in rural Humboldt County more dangerous, and also cause
unforeseen damage to both County- and privately-maintained roads, a result
particularly of huge trailer trucks loaded with bagged soil and other pot-growing
supplies. This new population of growers brings with it many other threats to quiet,
peaceful enjoyment of the country life, particularly irresponsible dog ownership and a
plethora of feral pit bulls throughout Southern Humboldt
* Because of the aforementioned grey areas in legality and enforcement, weed is still
worth a lot of money—if not so much here, definitely if smuggled into states where it
is still illegal. Therefore, large growing operations are magnets for crime; crime makes
for paranoia, and the proliferation of guns, unskilled security forces, mean dogs, etc.,
hired to protect the crops is almost as frightening as the chance that strangers will
randomly break into any resident’s home or outbuildings, believing we are all rich
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players in the cannabis game.

As language in the Notice of Preparation for the EIR mentions this land use as
“agricultural,” and as I have no problem with agriculture on lands zoned as such, I
want to point out that the problem with the type of growing going on here is hardly
what can be described as “agriculture.” Perhaps we need a new definition of
“agricultural” and of “industrial,” because each designation suggests a certain kind of
enterprise with its own set of circumstances needing regulation. 

If we were to amend the definitions of these terms so that any endeavor requiring
machinery (fans and generators), causing light and noise disruption, and done inside
a plastic greenhouse with controlled lighting and trucked-in soil became known as
“industrial use,” and was assigned to (usually urban) areas zoned for factories,
warehouses, and other heavy-duty, noisy, dangerous industries, I would have little
problem with large-scale greenhouse cannabis growing. I think the point of zoning is
to place like with like; big trucks full of manufactured growing mediums, carting plastic
bags in to huge indoor expanses of automated growing scenes, dependent upon
fossil-fuel-powered generators and air-replacement systems, and using quantities of
water that should be metered and charged for... this is something to be placed in an
industrial zone, NOT in the rural, backwoods areas of Humboldt County, a place
where many people choose to live for its natural peace and quiet.

Should anyone want to grow cannabis like any other agricultural product in the hills of
Humboldt, that would be much more appropriate. Green plants growing in the natural
earth, fed by natural sunshine, and maturing by cues from natural length of day,
would indeed look and sound like “agriculture” to me—quiet, green, and in a locally-
sustained cycle of fertilization, growth, and composting. Even large grows expanding
over hillsides, replacing native vegetation, would not bother me the way this non-
agricultural manufacture does. Part of country living is farming!

There would still be concerns about crime, water use, increased human populations,
etc., but given the fact that the reduced yields from natural farming would prevent the
rudely ambitious from even trying—they would go to the industrial production zones
for concentrated harvests—I do not think those effects would be anywhere near as
destructive as what is already going on here in the hills now, and what is being
contemplated as an even more expanded “diversity of areas” for such intensive
manufacture.

Meantime, I look back with nostalgia to the days when families grew literally a handful
of plants in little clearings in the forest. People claim they couldn’t get by on the tiny
economic benefit that would bring them today... and I wish them luck in the urban
factories of high and constant production, where the zoning of “Industrial” fits their
activities.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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Laura Cooskey Walker

lauracooskey@frontiernet.net
707-601-7300
544 Green Fir Rd., Petrolia, CA, 95558
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From: jim cotton
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: EIR comments on cannabis
Date: Monday, May 8, 2017 5:21:04 PM

Dear Sir,

My concern with the new cannabis regulations is that the issue of smell is not properly
addressed along with the strain on groundwater supply.

I have been a property owner in Humboldt for almost 30 years and recently have had to sell
our tree farm because my wife and I could not stand the cannabis smell coming from our
neighbors parcel.  The cannabis grow consisted of four large greenhouses and during the
period when the plants were maturing the smell was disabling for my wife who has chronic
allergies.  We were force to sell our parcel as the smell was unrelenting and pervasive at a
distance of 200 yards.

We relocated just outside of Arcata, two parcel from Sun Valley Floral Farms who have
recently applied for a commercial cannabis permit of four contiguous parcels totaling 160
acres.  These parcels are 245 feet from our property line and I fear a grow of this size will
undoubtedly have strong smells associated.  We grow most of our food using our well as a
water source and I fear the impact on ground water this scale of cannabis growing will have,
the groundwater level currently drops around 8 feet during the irrigation season.

There are numerous counties in Washington, Colorado and Oregon where the smell is one of
the leading complaints.  Please address these issues as we really don't want to have to move
for the second time because of smell.

Sincerely
James Cotton
1971 27th St.
Arcata
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State of California Natural Resources Agency Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Director
PO Box 2006 
Eureka, CA 95502-2006 

May 9, 2017

Steve Lazar
Humboldt County
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Subject: Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Amendments to Humboldt County 
Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis Activities draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR), SCH # 2017042022

Dear Mr. Lazar, 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this NOP and provide suggestions on the
content of the forthcoming EIR (SCH # 2017042022) that will propose amendments to 
Humboldt County Code regulating commercial cannabis activities, simply referred to 
herein as the Project. 

California State Park’s North Coast Redwoods District (NCRD) is responsible for the 
management of 76,700 acres of land within the boundaries of Humboldt County that 
include 15 of the District’s 23 park units. Among them are Prairie Creek Redwoods
State Park, a designated World Heritage Site and International Biosphere Preserve, and 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park, home to the largest contiguous old growth coast 
redwood forest in the world. When reviewing projects that may affect state park 
resources we base our review on the Department’s Mission Statement, which states:

“The mission of the California Department of Parks and Recreation is to provide 
for the health, inspiration, and education of the people of California by helping to 
preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural 
and cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation.”

The main concern for NCRD regarding the proposed amendment changes will be the 
proximity of permitted cannabis activities to park boundaries because of possible 
impacts on resources and management activities. Impacts from the Project may include
impaired aesthetics and biological resources, degraded water quality and quantity,
exotic invasive species introduction, slope instability, erosion and sediment transport,
and demand on fuel and/or hazard tree management.  

To reduce some of these potential impacts, NCRD would like to recommend inclusion of 
a Special Treatment Area (STA), similar to those required for Timber Harvest Plans 
under the Forest Practice Rules, where additional protection measures may be 
warranted for permitted activities at locations adjacent to state park boundaries. A
minimum buffer distance of 200 feet, up to 300 feet where old growth is present, where
vegetation clearance is prohibited or reduced could mitigate several possible impacts
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ec: Steve Lazar
Humboldt County 
slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

State Clearinghouse
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov

Shannon Dempsey, District Environmental Coordinator
North Coast Redwoods District
Shannon.dempsey@parks.ca.gov
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Marisa St John
22522 State Hwy 299
Blue Lake, CA 95525
May 9, 2017

Mr. Steven Lazar
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

RE: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Amendments to Humboldt
County Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis Activities

Dear Mr. Lazar.

Here are my suggestions and comments regarding the preparation of a draft Commercial Cannabis EIR

1. “Vineyard model” is not enough – vineyards neither stink, nor have crops that are intoxicants while on
the vine, nor generally negatively impact nearby vineyards. Marijuana production should not be allowed
near any vineyards or other agricultural production where the smell from marijuana cultivation and
production could waft over other parcels and potentially taint the non marijuana products (commercial
and non commercial).

2. Notices of Nuisance should be abated prior to the approval of any commercial marijuana cultivation or
production. The County has a long term reputation of not abating problems (after formal complaints and
personal observations). There is a high probability that this has caused the extraordinary increase of
illegal marijuana growth and production, grading, building, etc. over the last 15 years. Not matter how
many policies, procedures, standards, and that the County currently has in place or plans to implement,
they do not mitigate any issues if the County fails to follow them and abate problems. The 2016 Loma
Fire in Santa Clara, California is an example of where a county didn’t abate a problem and thousands of
acres of forest and multiple houses were destroyed.

3. Commercial Marijuana growth and production should not be extended to non prime agriculture land use
/ zoning, high fire, or anywhere that takes Federal, State, and County services more than 15 minutes to
respond to. Humboldt County has many prairies and oak woodlands that are already endangered and
have been / will be destroyed. The Draft GPU EIR says that land use changes will increase prime
agricultural acreage. There are some problems that can no longer be seen (like water take from Redwood
Creek or dumping into Redwood Creek) due to the time that it takes to get there.

4. Grows should require light blocking covers for lighted greenhouses to prevent light pollution and its
negative effects on wildlife and other peoples’ ability to enjoy their properties.

5. According the to the GPU Draft EIR “traffic on unpaved roads is estimated to contribute as much as 60%
of Humboldt County’s PM10, the only criteria air pollutant for which the County exceeds established
standards. (See Section 3.12 Air Quality)” Areas, such as Titlow Hill where most properties are under
cultivation / production, would be severely impacted by the increased traffic (even more so since the
Land Use is changing and already illegally subdivided parcels could be subdivided again).
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6. Dogs that are not in their owners’ control chase cars and bicycles, trespass, harass/maim/kill livestock
and wildlife. Dogs and cats are also not licensed, spayed/neutered and frequently abandoned when the
cultivation season ends. It is not always possible to identify who the owners are, so it is also not possible
to have the problems abated.

The County should make sure that non marijuana cultivators’ / producers’ properties rights are upheld and do
not put the burden (time and money) on them to seek compliance (especially those that live here year round).

Sincerely,
Marisa St John
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__________________________________________________________________________________

                                                
 See, e.g., State Water Board Comments on Sproul Creek Inspection at
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 See EPA Proposes to Revoke Chlorpyrifos Food Residue Tolerances at

http://www2.epa.gov/pesticides/epa-proposes-revoke-chlorpyrifos-food-residue-tolerances
 See A tainted high - Lax state rules, inconsistent lab practices and inaccurate test results put 

pesticide-laced pot on dispensary shelves at http://www.oregonlive.com/marijuana-
legalization/pesticides/
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From: Dr. Donald Fregeau
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Cannabis EIR
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2017 1:23:54 PM
Attachments: Picture2.jpg

Picture1.jpg

Tuesday, May 02, 2017

Donald V. Fregeau Jr. DDS
3653 Loop Road
Fortuna, CA 95540
707-725-4176, -4419 , cell 707-498-7871 fax 707-725-3233
donaldvf@yahoo.com

This document refers to a proposed grow on Pampas Lane in Fortuna California, Humboldt
County owned by Josh Clark. I understand you may not be seeking comments on specific
grows, but it is the only way I know to illustrate points addressed for consideration in the
general plan. Thank you for your indulgence.

In the Notice of Preparation under PROJECT DESCRIPTION there is the following point:
"Apply special requirements/limitations for projects located within spheres of influence or
community areas." Pg 6 Spheres of influence are specifically areas closely associated with
cities and adjacent communities. In my opinion it seems that the area Josh has chosen fits
the description of a "Community Area".  The western property line is Fortuna city limits and
just over the fence is a residential community of single family dwellings at the end of
Gulliksen Drive. Additionally the community of homes served by Pampas Lane (where the
grow is proposed) abides by a set of Covenants, Conditions & Restrictions (CC&Rs) which
was designed to allow the group of owners who share the same road and property lines and
to somewhat control the use, appearance and resources of the group of homes served by
Pampas Lane. Somewhat conveniently, the owner of the proposed grow says the title
company never alerted him to the existence of CC&R’s which may affect his plans.  I heard
Mr. Clark tell the group of homeowners that if he had been alerted to the existence of a
CC&R and had he seen the CC&R’s he “would not have purchased the property” for his
grow.  He claims his attorney is looking into whether or not he will pursue a legal case
against the title company.  He appears to have some legal recourse available to him. We do
not.
<!--[if !supportLineBreakNewLine]-->
<!--[endif]-->
There are some issues regarding "Aesthetics and Visual Resources'. I prepared a visual
idea of what a grow operation would look like looking northward from my site. (Picture 1) I
call it ‘what his million dollar grow will do to my million dollar view.’ His plans call
for greenhouses 24 feet tall.  I doubt this would concern most, that is, unless it was their
property and their view. My children and grandchildren play on the trampoline to the right
of the picture. Pg. 7
<!--[if !vml]--><!--[endif]-->

'Air Quality" is a definite concern for me as the winds often come from the direction of the
grow (northeast). Josh admitted that the crop can be very stinky with some varieties being
more obnoxious than others.  He also offered he might be able to mitigate some of the odor
with activated charcoal filters. If he proceeds, I hope there is some mitigation of this
problem. Pg 7, 8

As it relates to “Biological Resources”, 'installation of fencing which interferes with or
obstructs movement of terrestrial species,' I am not sure if there is any concern about the
deer which inhabit the hilltop. I doubt they will be able or allowed to negotiate the tall
fencing which has been proposed. They have historically traveled all over the hill and
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beyond. Probably not much of an environmental concern up here, but their movement will
be affected by the 8-10 foot fences he has begun placing. Additionally, his proposal
suggests he will need around 400,000 gallons of water for each grow.  My well exists a
mere 200 feet from his primary well.  No body up here uses 400,000 gallons. If his use
depletes my water resource what am I to do? When we originally purchased the adjoining
property in 1981, the seller who lived next door requested to retain riparian rights to the
water resources on our property because their water well was unpredictable.  We demurred
and after getting an attorney involved, they relented.  Don Watson of Watson Well is of the
opinion that the well should be ok but Don has only lived in Humboldt County about 10
years.  I am not sure his opinion is based on sound and lengthy experience.  He is a good
well guy so I may be wrong. Pg 9

Under Land Use and Planning ' Intensified commercial agricultural operations have the
potential for conflicts with nearby residential uses related to noise, odors, dust, security,
and traffic associated with development and operation of cannabis cultivation and other
commercial activities. In addition, the proximity of some cultivation operations to existing
residential uses can result in conflicts between County policies which promote agricultural
uses and those designed to protect the quality of life and neighborhood character within
rural lands.' Noise, odors and security are big issues for me. Commercial growing has the
ability to bring large numbers of people into a small residential area.  Traffic for Pampas
Lane will definitely be affected and Loop Road is poor at best with several one lane areas.  I
am concerned about noise, odors and lights which may be proposed and the “alert dogs”
Mr. Clark has alluded to..  pg 11

I am also concerned about security. There is a history of security issues surrounding and
affecting grows away from inhabited areas. I believe they will only increase as growing
operations move closer to inhabited areas. We live on the edge of Fortuna City Limits. The
proposed grow and my property shares a Fortuna City property line. When I need police
help I have been directed to call the county Sheriff and have had to wait for them to make
an appearance. Sometimes they respond in a reasonable amount of time. Other times I
have had them come from Garberville. My road and access to my home passes within 30
feet of the proposed grow and I am concerned bad guys will use my road to scope out the
operation. Very concerned! Picture 2 is from my car on my road. <!--[if !vml]--><!--
[endif]-->I imagine it will be on me to make sure we are protected. This has always been a
quiet residential area. I fear it will change for the worse. With all the possible areas
available to grow successfully, why allow a grow to exist in the middle of established
residential areas?  It makes no sense.

I have lived on this quiet hill for 36 years, raised a family and now have grandchildren who
spend time with us and like to play around our property. I know things change but not all
change is good.  I told Josh how disappointed I was that he was proposing a grow in our
beautiful neighborhood.  When I mentioned I might need to sell, he said, “You can double
the price on your property now.”  This is not what I want after raising my family and now
grandchildren on our property. It is not about money but about the quality of life we want to
continue to enjoy. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Donald Fregeau Jr.  DDS
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May 5, 2017

Steven Lazar
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
Via email: slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

RE: Cannabis EIR: Proposed Amendments to the Humboldt County Code Regulating Cannabis Activities

Dear Mr. Lazar,

The Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (HBMWD) appreciates the opportunity to provide input regarding 
environmental issues to be addressed in the EIR.  We are deeply concerned about the adverse effects of cannabis
cultivation in the Mad River watershed.  Our interests and concerns in preparing the EIR for cannabis permits 
are water quality and quantity, ensuring cumulative impacts are analyzed and reiterating the need for more
enforcement in protecting the Mad River. 

1) Water quality for our public drinking water system which serves 88,000 people (two-thirds of 
Humboldt County’s population).

2) Water quantity especially during the low-flow season.  

3) Lawful water diversions that do not injure other water right holders, conducted pursuant to the approval 
and reporting process established by the State Water Resources Control Board.

4) Protection of important habitat resources in the main-stem Mad River and also the tributaries. 
HBMWD is the only water district in the state with an approved aquatic species Habitat Conservation 
Plan.  Our water supply system enhances aquatic habitat in the main-stem Mad River which supports 
salmonids reaching important spawning habitat in the tributaries. Water quality, quantity and the 
general health of the watershed are critically important for the listed salmonids.  

The County has already determined many potential environmental impacts that would impact HBMWD: 
hydrology and water quality, public services, biological resources, and utilities and service systems. We 
have been experiencing these impacts for years and developing the legal requirements for growing 
cannabis is not going to mitigate or rectify the damage that has occurred and will continue.  We need 
more law enforcement to reduce and eliminate the ongoing environmental impacts of cannabis 
cultivations within the Mad River watershed. This mitigation measure should be strongly recommended 
in the EIR.
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Since we have not yet seen the "forthcoming interim principles and guidelines for diversion and use of 
water for cannabis cultivation" from SWRCB, it is difficult to provide substantive comments for impacts 
to our water system and supply. We can only comment that we look forward to reviewing the full EIR in 
conjunction with the SWRCB guidelines. The tendency to separate regulations, guidelines, and 
jurisdictions needs to be balanced with a thorough analysis of the cumulative impacts of cannabis 
cultivation activity.

Any revenues generated from the changes to the County’s Code regulating commercial cannabis activities 
should be utilized to fund regulating those activities and ensuring compliance prior to re-directing any 
such funds to other County programs or budget areas. 

The Mad River is a crucial resource for so many Humboldt County residents, it should be a priority for 
enforcement to protect our water quality, quantity, and safety and health of the environment.

Respectfully,

John Friedenbach
General Manager
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From: Denise Marshall
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: cannabis EIR
Date: Monday, May 8, 2017 4:21:52 PM

Hello,
 
With the current issues facing Fortuna and cannabis grows, I hope that there will not be any kind of a
repeal for the permit deadline. Especially in light of changes that need to occur to the current approved
regulations that allows cultivation/growing near neighborhoods and community/youth space in the Eel
River Valley on county lands that are too close to the people and children who do not need to be living
or recreating near this kind of agriculture.
 
Cities with county property that is adjacent to above locations should have the ability to not allow close
proximity cultivation.  Restrictions should be created and these farms moved out into open spaces more
conducive for agriculture.
 
Thank  you.
 
 
 
Denise Marshall
Director
McLean Foundation
1336 Main St
Fortuna, Ca
707-725-1722
www.mcleanfoundation.org
 
stewarding what we have been given...
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From: Tims outlook desktop
To: Lazar, Steve
Cc: Ford, John; Fennell, Estelle; Bohn, Rex; Wilson, Mike; Bass, Virginia; Sundberg, Ryan;

mwheetley@ci.fortuna.ca.us; ljensen@ci.fortuna.ca.us
Subject: NOP Comments
Date: Monday, April 17, 2017 9:15:36 AM

Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 4-16-17
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501
ATTN: Steven Lazar

Steve: Some of these suggestions are rewrites from other ordinances and have been adopted as
practical.

Ref: NOP REVIEW

The following suggestions are for the Notice of Preparation to the Environmental Impact
Report scheduled to be implemented in 2017. The goal of these comments are to maintain or
improve the character, appearance, and livability of established neighborhoods to include our
surrounding environment. I'm asking that we protect this environment from incompatible
uses, excessive noise, traffic, dust, light spillage, glare, odor, and similar significant nuisances
that may be caused by cannabis cultivation.

By considering these recommendations we can ensure our environment is adequately
protected both inside and outside any Sphere of Influence (SOI) within Humboldt County.

* Residential setback

On eligible parcels regardless of size, any commercial marijuana cultivation area must be
setback at least a minimum of three hundred (300) feet from existing residences on adjoining
parcels. This will provide a reasonable buffer zone to help eliminate nuisances.

* Property Line Setback

Any cannabis cultivation area must be setback a minimum of at least one hundred (100) feet
from the property line.

* Prime Ag Land

As you had mentioned in your NOP; Expand the areas where new cultivation or expansion of
existing cultivation sites will be permitted to locations with or without prime agricultural soils
that are planned and zoned for agricultural use.
This would be extremely helpful where cultivators have prime soils close to adjacent
neighbors but also have the opportunity to relocate. Gaining access to some of these prime ag
locations may cause significant environmental harm.

* Odor
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1. A greenhouse utilizing a mixed-light operation used for marijuana production or a building
used for marijuana processing shall be equipped with an activated carbon filtration system for
odor control to ensure that air leaving the building through an exhaust vent first passes through
an activated carbon filter.
2. The filtration system shall consist of one or more fans and activated carbon filters. At a
minimum, the fan(s) shall be sized for cubic feet per minute (CFM) equivalent to the volume
of the building (length multiplied by width multiplied by height) divided by three. The filter(s)
shall be rated for the applicable CFM.
3. The filtration system shall be maintained in working order and shall be in use. The filters
shall be changed a minimum of once every 365 days.
4. Negative air pressure shall be maintained inside the building.
5. Doors and windows shall remain closed, except for the minimum length of time needed to
allow people to ingress or egress the building.
6. The filtration system shall be designed by a mechanical engineer licensed in the State of
California. The engineer shall stamp the design and certify that it complies with the amended
Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance.
7. An alternative odor control system is permitted if the applicant submits a report by a
mechanical engineer licensed in the State of California demonstrating that the alternative
system will control odor as well or better than the activated carbon filtration system otherwise
required.

* Noise

The applicant shall submit a noise study by an acoustic engineer licensed in the State of
California. The study shall demonstrate that all mechanical equipment used for heating,
ventilating, air conditioning, or odor control will not produce sound that, when measured at
any lot line of the subject property, exceeds 50 dB(A). Any type of disruptive mechanical
noise should not be audible at adjacent residences. The use of generators within a SOI should
be restricted.

* Hydrology and Water Quality

Many groundwater wells rely on a hydrologic connection between one another and to the
rivers and streams of the valleys. By allowing irrigation wells in any area cultivating close to
residential wells and surface water has the "potential for interference with each another". It is
important to realize when high impact activities occur, such as marijuana cultivation off a
groundwater well near residential wells or a stream, we are in "uncharted waters" so to speak.
We must look for ways to protect our environment and become aware of the gift we often take
for granted.

* Security Cameras

If used, security cameras shall be directed to record only the subject property and may be
directed to public rights-of-way as applicable. Cameras are not to be directed toward
neighborhood residences or properties.

* Security Lights

If used, security lights shall not be directed toward any adjacent residences or in any manner
disrupt any environmentally sensitive habitat areas.
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* Aesthetics and Property Values

There should be a stronger emphases on aesthetics and the effect that cultivation has on
adjacent property values.

Inside of all Spheres Of Influence earth tone fencing should be a requirement.

Chain link fencing shall be vinyl coated in earth tone colors to be compatible with the lot upon
which it is to be built, in terms of topography, soil and existing vegetation. All chain link
accessories, posts, gates and other fencing materials must be color coordinated in earth tones
to match the vinyl coating.

The planting of a privacy vegetation screen is also highly recommended.

* Neighbor Notification

Any commercial marijuana cultivation, both inside and outside a SOI, should provide adjacent
neighbors of the intent to grow as part of the application process. This will give that neighbor
a chance to voice any type of concerns including right-of-way, safety, nuisance, or
environmental obstacles.

Considering these proposed amendments is extremely important to the public safety, quality of
life, property values of our citizens and the environment we all live in.

Tim Meade
400 Nob Hill
Fortuna, CA 95540
707-725-2011
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From: vintage50s@suddenlink.net
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: cannabis regulations
Date: Monday, May 8, 2017 3:33:25 PM

Hi Steve --

You may remember me from the Historical Society, but I am writing to you as a homeowner.  My house (366
Garland Ave) and my neighbors on 3 sides are all within the city limits of Fortuna, but the property to the west of us
is county land.  The owner of this property -- 3rd generation on the land  -- recently had a stroke and his children
have the property on the market.  It is the fear of this tight-knit neighborhood that someone will buy the land --
especially the 3.5 acre hay field, in many ways the heart and soul of the neighborhood -- and put a grow operation
on it.

I know that you are reviewing the County code re: cannabis grow regulations.  My neighbors are talking about 300-
foot setbacks and odor-control along with collector road problems (Home Avenue).  However, I would like to see a
broader consideration given to the negative impact that grow operations have in neighborhoods like mine.

A grow operation in this neighborhood would destroy the neighborhood, reduce property values and bring increased
traffic and other problems that we currently don't have.  And, I know our neighborhood is not unique.  I know
people in Hydesville and other parts of Fortuna that have the same concerns; people with kids in 4-H or who enjoy
the rural lifestyle that is the charm of Humboldt County.

In the petition that circulated through the neighborhood they were careful to point out that growers have rights.  But
what about the quality of life for us non-growers?

Thanks, Steve, for working on this.

Sincerely,

Deb Meador

CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1390



From: Lindsay Merryman
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Marijuana regulations
Date: Tuesday, May 9, 2017 12:04:37 PM

Lindsay Merryman
P.O. Box 13
Petrolia, California 95558

Dear Mr. Lazar,

Thanks for allowing an additional day for comments. I will cut right to the chase.

I retired here with husband to enjoy the nature and solitude of this area. I have taught as a sub and part time teacher.
The proposed regulations seem to have allowed limitless privileges to large scale grows---with little consideration
for the effect on quality of life in a region that tourists still consider an area of great natural beauty. To enumerate a
few problems:

Huge one and two trailer trucks are now with much increased frequency plying the potholed Wildcat and all the
roads of the Mattole Valley, further tearing them up. As soon as HumCo fixes a pothole, these large speeding
vehicles tear it up again. Plus, it is only so long before someone gets hit by them.

Unsightly fences have proliferated, making our community look like a back alley just as the crop concealed becomes
legal to grow. The amount grown poisons the air, literally to the point where mostly, it smells of skunk in That
Season.

Nothing you can do about the type of people who have come to make money off this new legal crop--but in their
greed they have erected white grow-houses visible for miles. Grown in grow-bags, the plants once harvested are
removed and the bags, skids and associated chemicals are often left behind. Who polices these distant grows to
ensure that their fertilizer bags and rodent killer doesn't end up in the river and its tribs? I am secretary of the
Mattole Salmon Group and our salmon monitors have found dead otters obviously poisoned by rodenticide. These
chemicals also seep into the river although they are extremely difficult to ID and are not helping our native and
endangered coho, chinook and steelhead, despite the fact this is a no take river.

Anything you can do to protect the watershed and its creatures, slow the traffic, constrain the number of new acres
under cultivation, provide banking services for the profits, cut down the light and generator noise pollution, reduce
unseemly fences, and help us deal with this lopsided new economy is appreciated. Even our Mattole Valley
Community Center has had to invest in  PORTA POTTIES and pay for their cleaning as those whose workers use
them don't.
This cloud has a lining of toxins.

Thank you for listening.

Best, Lindsay Merryman

Please excuse any grammatical or spelling errors as my spell checker doesn't always cooperate with what I am
trying to say.
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From: Thomas Mulder
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: EIR
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 12:26:37 PM

I can't make the meeting today at 2. It is challenging for farmers in the southern humboldt area
to make a meeting in the middle of the day in Eureka. I am hopeful that there will be another
meeting in the southern part of the county.
 Some of my concerns are if this an "agricultural product" why are TPZ parcels that meet the
same road and sloping requirements not allowed any new square footage. If TPZ can be
converted under a 3 acre conversion for any other agricultural use why not for cannabis. Some
TPZ parcels could easily be converted to RA if the county would prefer that zoning change . I
feel parcels out of heavily populated areas with proper roads should be allowed to expand
instead of moving grows to lower lying areas close to cities or heavily populated areas . Also
the higher elevation areas are preferred by many farmers for better quality. (Think of different
grapes that have to be grown at different elevarious for best flavor)

 I believe as permits are issued there is also a follow up that these businesses are filling
proper forms with the state like sales tax and such . I have many more concerns and I know
this process is challenging for all. Thank yoy

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE smartphone
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From: Susan Nolan
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Amendments to County Code Regulating Cannabis Activities
Date: Sunday, April 9, 2017 6:21:19 PM

Dear Mr. Salazar,
It's very good to hear that County Planning and Building Department is preparing an Environmental Impact Report
on accepting more cannabis cultivation permit applications and clarifying regulations.
The Notice lays out a thorough list of issues to be covered. I look forward to scoping. This is certainly needed. My
only concern is for adequate funding to follow through on permit processing.
Thank you,
Susan Nolan.

CCLUO March 19, 2018 Page 1396



 

 

 

 

Sent via email on date shown below 

 
May 9, 2017 
 
Steve Lazar 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department 
3015 H Street 
Eureka CA 95501 
 

Dear Mr. Lazar, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Preparation for the 
Amendments to Humboldt County Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis 
Activities. Please accept these comments on behalf of the Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC) 

EPIC supported the development of the Humboldt County Medical Marijuana Land 
Use Ordinance because we felt that the best path forward for our county was a well 
regulated marketplace. We continue to believe that environmental destruction hides 
in the shadows and that we can best minimize and mitigate existing environmental 
issues associated with cannabis production by bringing operations into the 
regulatory “light.” Addressed by topic below are EPIC’s concerns with, and thoughts 
about, the proposed amendments.  

Light and Noise Pollution 

One of the most frequently mentioned issues with the existing cannabis “scene” is 
the amount of noise produced by generators and light pollution from grow lights. 
EPIC recommends completely banning the use of generators, as this is a cleaner 
and easier solution than setting hard to enforce decibel restrictions. Further, EPIC 
recommends strict light pollution standards be developed. To ensure the success of 
the program, we need to ensure that cannabis cultivators will be good neighbors. 
This is one important step towards that end. 

Timberlands 

Keeping Northwest California Wild Since 1977
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EPIC commends the Board the proposed to prohibition of new or expanded 
cultivation that would require the conversion of timberlands. This solution is 
preferable to prohibiting new operations on TPZ—as it was constructed in the 
medical land use ordinance—as “timberlands,” per the state law definition, is a 
broader category of land. Fragmentation and conversion of our forests is one of the 
greatest environmental issues associated with the “green rush.” 

Mandatory Water Storage 

EPIC encourages the county to consider an alternative that mandates 100% water 
storage throughout the dry season. EPIC is concerned that allowing surface flow 
diversions, even those enforced by “flow data or localized water management 
plan[s],” will inadequately address cumulative affects. Our North Coast salmon are 
barely holding on; to ensure that future generations can know and appreciate our 
natural salmon fisheries, it is important that the county acts with an abundance of 
caution.  

Grading Ordinance 

Please incorporate, or if already incorporated, make clear that, compliance with the 
county’s grading ordinance is mandatory. Our poor rural road system is a systemic 
source of sediment and air pollution. Compliance with the county’s grading 
ordinance would ensure that major issues with roads and other large disturbances 
are minimized.  

Enforcement 

EPIC understands that enforcement of the code is a separate, albeit related, issue to 
the proposed amendments. That said, the issue is still related. In determining the 
number of permits and/or the fees associated with permits, ensure that county staff 
will be able to review sufficient numbers of properties to ensure compliance with the 
code and to act as a deterrence to scofflaws who may try to hide their bad behavior 
under the “green dot” of compliances. EPIC is concerned that the county is already 
beyond its capacity to enforce the medical marijuana ordinance.  

Further, EPIC recommends increasing penalties for violations of the ordinance, 
including potential liens on properties out of compliance. A successful ordinance 
requires both a carrot and a stick. Current penalties do not appear to be sufficient 
as the majority of cannabis farms did not appear to register for the medical land use 
ordinance. 

Conclusion 

In fin, EPIC remains committed to working with other stakeholders to develop an 
effective land use ordinance. EPIC thanks the county for its work thus far and for 
the opportunity to participate here.  
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Should you have any questions or need to reach me, my number is (707) 822-7711 or 
I can be reached at tom@wildcalifornia.org. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Sincerely yours,  
Thomas Wheeler 
Executive Director 
Environmental Protection Information Center 
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From: Kim Puckett
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Cannabis EIR
Date: Monday, May 8, 2017 4:59:29 PM

I am writing this to express my concerns about cannabis permits being allowed in agricultural
areas that border residential areas. We bought our home 13 years ago long before legalized pot
could be considered an agricultural product and have poured our life savings into it only to
find that 160 acres that basically border our home have possibly been issued permits for
growing marijuana. This raises huge concerns for us about smells, sounds, lights,
environmental degradation, pesticide use, and possible increases in crime due to large amounts
of pot being grown near our home.
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From: Nathan Queener
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Comments on NOP of Draft EIR for commercial cannabis
Date: Tuesday, May 9, 2017 1:30:35 AM

Dear Mr. Lazar:

In reading the Notice of Preparation for the EIR re: cannabis cultivation, I am struck by two
ways in which a document prepared according to the NOP may drastically underestimate the
actual environmental and socio-cultural impacts of the County's cannabis cultivation
ordinances.

The first is the establishment of the "baseline" in the NOP as the end of 2016. As a resident of
a rural area of the county for the last decade I concur with the account of "anecdotal
information" describing a pattern of "near-exponential growth" in the cannabis industry during
that time. That growth has seemed particularly rapid in the last two years, judging by the
number of new people in town, the incredibly inflated land prices, the fences and greenhouses
popping up on every vacant parcel, the now steady procession of big trucks full of soil and
irrigation supplies, ... This incredible growth in new cultivation seems to have been driven in
large part by three phenomena, all directly related to the county's laudable steps towards
establishing a legal pathway for cultivation:

1 - Farmers who intend to comply with county regulations wanting to ensure they establish the
maximum amount of cultivated area prior to enrolling in county compliance.

2 - those who don't intend to comply with county regs and are sure that this is "the last good
year," and consequently they need to maximize profit this one, last time.

3 - Venture capitalists who may or may not be pursuing a legal pathway, many if not most
from outside the county, with access to large sums of capital to pump into land and
infrastructure, who see a prime investment opportunity in the current confused market and
regulatory scheme

The county's recent actions have already inadvertently contributed, in part, to the huge
increase in the amount of cultivation in the last two years. There seems to be widespread
consensus that this level of cultivation is already having significant adverse impacts, so why
consider the current situation the "baseline"? 

The second major issue - most EIRs pre-suppose that government regulation can and will have
an effective impact on the activities whose impacts are being analyzed. To date, I'd argue that
the impact of county regulation on cannabis cultivation has been extremely limited and
ineffectual. Analyzing the environmental impact of different county regulatory approaches if
the county has no way to actually enforce those regulations is probably just a waste of time. I'd
suggest that the EIR should explicitly consider the county's likely capacity to enforce
regulations in analyzing environmental outcomes - if the status quo continues and enforcement
is drastically over-whelmed by the scale of cultivation, it will not matter how permissive or
restrictive the county's ordinance is.

In light of the limited enforcement resources available, it seems advisable to make sure that a
final ordinance will greatly streamline paperwork for operations with limited capacity to cause
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environmental harm beyond that likely to occur from any home- garden scale operation
growing something other than cannabis, and allow for a focus on those operations with the
greatest capacity for truly significant impacts.

Thank you for your time and your efforts. 
Nathan Queener
PO Box 52
Petrolia CA 95558 
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From: dan rathbun
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: cannabis in the mattole valley
Date: Monday, May 8, 2017 11:53:11 PM

Hi Steve.

My family moved to the Mattole valley in the 70’s as part of the “back to the land movement”
There was a lot of pot growing, but it was done largely in a spirit of idealism, 
environmentalism and utopianism.
Recently it has taken a turn toward pure capitalism. In this new “boom” economy nothing 
matters but money.

In my opinion the roll of the government should be to protect the rights of the residents just as 
they would be protected from chemical pollution by a big factory moving in.

water pollution and over use, light pollution and air/noise pollution by generators, reckless 
land clearing and road building leading to erosion. Huge amounts of plastic waste. Vastly 
increased traffic on our roads by people who appear not to value the lives of our children 
judging by their excessive speed.

For years our community functioned happily with next to no law enforcement but now i think 
we really need some. And the difference is that we now have people in our community who 
do not give a shit about our community. It is time for the law to step in and protect our 
society.

the list above are all items that need regulation and/or enforcement.

i also understand that the current tax system encourages growing in greenhouses rather than in 
open air. I think it goes without saying that the tax structure should encourage the most 
environmentally sound growing practices, not the other way round. but if you tax by the 
square foot you herd growers toward dense pack operations. we should be encouraging 
gardens in natural soil and natural light spaced according to the carrying capacity of the land.

Because i am not in the growing business i may be somewhat ignorant of the facts.  my apologies if i have gotten 
some wrong.

thanks

little danny rathbun
thbun@mac.com
707 629 3283
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From: Wieman, Dwight
To: Lazar, Steve
Cc: Martel, Melissa; Hawkins, Carolyn; Hill, Harriet; Wieman, Dwight
Subject: RE: Cannabis Ordinance EIR prep - Comments from Environmental Health
Date: Monday, May 8, 2017 1:29:09 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image004.jpg
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DJ Wieman
Administrative Analyst
County of Humboldt, DHHS, PH
Division of Environmental Health
100 H Street, Suite 100
Eureka, CA  95501
(707) 268-2229
(707) 441-5699 (fax)
For more information about Humboldt County Environmental Health programs please
go to:
Humboldt County Environmental Health
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Hi Carloyn-

The written comment deadline is in fact 5/9.  Comments can be emailed directly to me if that
helps.

-Steve

Notice of Scoping Meeting for Cannabis Environmental Impact Report
DATE: May 12, 2017

TIME: 2:00pm to 5:00pm
LOCATION: Sequoia Conference Center

More information about the NOP and the EIR is available on the County’s website at the following link:

http://www.humboldtgov.org/2308/Cannabis-EIR

Local cities and counties, interested agencies, and the public are all invited to attend the scoping meeting
and are encouraged to provide meaningful responses as to the scope and content of the EIR; as well as
comments and suggestions regarding the preparation of the EIR, environmental issues and alternatives
to be addressed in the EIR, and any other related issues.

Written comments should be submitted or postmarked no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 9, 2017.
 Please indicate a contact person in your response and send your comments to:

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us; or

Steve Lazar

Humboldt County Planning & Building Department
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3015 H Street

This e-mail message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee named
above and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please reply to sender to announce
the error, and then delete this message. You are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or
distribution of this message is strictly prohibited and may result in criminal or civil charges.
Thank you.
This e-mail message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee named
above and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please reply to sender to announce
the error, and then delete this message. You are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or
distribution of this message is strictly prohibited and may result in criminal or civil charges.
Thank you.
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From: Nancy Roberts
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Cannabis EIR and Code Amendments
Date: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 2:55:37 PM

Dear Mr Lazar,

I am a lifetime resident of Humboldt County. I am very concerned about the direction that the cannabis industry may
be taking and the threat to
the beauty and safety of our rural area.

First, let me say that I completely support the legalization of cannabis. It is time that this important product be made
available to all who want
or need it. I realize that there is a long way to go in the legalization process and how it is integrated into our
communities.

I have specific concern for the cultivation of this crop within the county. It should not be allowed in areas where
rural families are located or at least not in close proximity to existing homes. Adequate water should be available
with protection of creeks and streams. Provision needs to be made for
waste disposal. Near by residents should not be exposed to odors from grows, noise from generators and visual
pollution of large poly tarp structures.

I hope that these issues will be addressed as the planning commission proceeds with the processing of permits, and
writing of new regulations so that we can be in harmony with growers and Humboldt county residents can be
protected.

Thank you,

Nancy Roberts
Ferndale
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SUBJECT: 

Water Boards Cannabis Cultivation Water Quality Regulatory Programs 

General Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements and General Water Quality Certification 
and Monitoring and Reporting Program for Discharges of Waste Resulting from Cannabis 
Cultivation and Associated Activities or Operations with Similar Environmental Effects in the 
North Coast Region
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Existing Cumulative Impacts  
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Shared Use Roads 

Enforcement 
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Cumulative Impacts to Hydrology and Groundwater 

Watershed Coordination 
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Regional Water Board contacts 

 Digitally signed by 
Kason Grady 
Date: 2017.05.10 
10:35:16 -07'00'
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From: Richardson, Michael
To: Lazar, Steve
Cc: galen@sanctuaryforest.org
Subject: FW: Mitigation Measures for Environmental Impacts of Cannabis Cultivation
Date: Friday, May 12, 2017 9:55:25 AM
Attachments: Project Description - Partners - Reduced.pdf

From: Galen Doherty [mailto:galen@sanctuaryforest.org] 
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2017 8:31 AM
To: Richardson, Michael
Cc: Fennell, Estelle; April Newlander
Subject: Mitigation Measures for Environmental Impacts of Cannabis Cultivation

Hi Michael,

It was good talking with you last night at the Safe Homes initiative meeting.

As we discussed last night, Sanctuary Forest is engaged in a high priority land conservation
campaign to permanently protect the entire Van Arken Creek watershed, the third largest sub-
basin in the Mattole headwaters, a salmon stronghold completely free from residential
development. Conservation of this watershed is vital for our ongoing efforts to restore salmon
stocks, forest health, and climate resiliency in the Mattole Watershed. These lands are under
imminent threat of another round of industrial timber harvest, following which they are
threatened by fragmentation and development. Indeed, Boyle Forests (the landowner, i.e. the
Barnum Family) has gone through the process of obtaining COC's and a JTMP allowing them
to sell these off in 40 acre parcel sizes.

I am reaching out to you because in conducting the Environmental Impact Report for cannabis
cultivation I would like the County to consider the use of mitigation measures to offset the
impacts that cannabis farms are having on the surrounding environment. Two key concepts
which you may be familiar with are Mitigation and Conservation Banking (described briefly
below).

Mitigation banking is the preservation, enhancement, restoration or creation (PERC) of a
wetland, stream, or habitat conservation area which offsets, or compensates for, expected
adverse impacts to similar nearby ecosystems.

Conservation banks are permanently protected lands that contain natural resource values.
These lands are conserved and permanently managed for species that are endangered,
threatened, candidates for listing as endangered or threatened, or are otherwise species-at-risk

The Van Arken Watershed Conservation Project (Project Description with fundraising
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strategy, maps, and letters of support from BLM, CDFW, and NOAA Fisheries is attached) is
the perfect opportunity to utilize mitigation requirements to fund land conservation in
Southern Humboldt conserving land in the same watershed as many of these impacts are
occurring. This is becoming common practice in many areas throughout the state, for instance
the Willits Bypass EIR required mitigation measures that included the restoration and/or
preservation of similar habitat as was being destroyed by the project.

I hope that you can bring this up at today's scoping meeting regarding the county EIR for
cannabis. I would be interested to know if there is a way to incorporate mitigation
requirements into the current permitting system as well (covered under the Mitigated Negative
Declaration), for instance existing cultivators with large impacts could be directed to pay hefty
fines and rehab the site OR pay into the mitigation program directly offsetting their impacts by
permanently protecting similar land nearby.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks and Regards,

Galen Doherty

--

Galen C. Doherty
Lands Program Director
Sanctuary Forest, Inc.
(707) 986.1087 x. 3#
(707) 599.8913
galen@sanctuaryforest.org
What better way to protect the land than by leaving a lasting legacy?
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Sanctuary Forest 

Van Arken Watershed Conservation Project 
 

 

INTRODUCTION 

30 years ago, a small group of Mattole valley residents came together and vowed to protect what remained of 
the old growth forests in the watershed. Today, almost a third of these lands are in conservation status; with 
Sanctuary Forest acting as the steward for over 10,000 acres of forestland in the Mattole and surrounding 
areas through trusteeship of 14 conservations easements, fee-title ownership, and cooperative stewardship 
agreements with public and private partners from across the board (See Upper Mattole River and Forest 
Cooperative Map). Yet even after three decades of cooperative grassroots work to conserve vital forestlands 
and restore the wild runs of salmon, their continued survival is far from assured as the threat of human impacts 
grows. 

Our community is faced with the threat of timber harvest, subdivision, and development in some of the last 
intact tributaries to the Mattole River Headwaters. These forests are all that remain of over 5,000 acres of 
industrial timberland in the Mattole headwaters. Since the early 2000’s over 2500 acres have been subdivided 
and sold into rural residential development. This fragmentation has resulted in a host of new land-use impacts 
that have severely degraded key salmon bearing tributaries, halting and in some cases reversing decades of 
recovery efforts. Now, if not conserved, the last of these lands face the same fate. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

This project seeks to conserve the entire Van Arken Creek Watershed and the neighboring headwaters of 
McKee, Green, and Ravashoni Creek(s) through direct fee-title acquisition of the property from the current 
owner, Boyle Forests LP. Specifically, this conservation action will protect over 1,600 acres of forestland and 
a combined ~5.8 miles of salmon spawning and rearing habitat (see project map). This project will expand 
key fish and wildlife habitat in the Upper Mattole River and Forest Cooperative (UMRFC), permanently 
prevent impacts of industrial timber harvest, forest fragmentation, and development. Viewed in the context of 
the past three decades of conservation efforts—the RFFI Usal Community Forest, Sinkyone Wilderness State 
Park, and the King Range National Conservation Area—this is conservation at the landscape scale. 

Our goal is create a community forest resulting in a patchwork of old growth forest and wildlife reserves and 
working forestlands providing invaluable ecosystem services, as well as a source of economic growth for the 
local community. As owner and steward of the property, Sanctuary Forest will work with our traditional 
partners (BLM, CDFW, WCB, NOAA Fisheries Mattole Salmon Group, Mattole Restoration Council, and 
more), local community, and interested universities to implement projects and offer educational and 
recreational opportunities.  
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THREATS 

If we cannot buy these lands, they will undergo 
the devastating effects of a regressive timber 
harvest utilizing clear-cutting and herbicides to 
convert the last of the mixed hardwood forests to 
monoculture conifer plantations. Following 
which, they will be subject to subdivision and 
development of over 28 separate legal parcels. 
This fragmentation, primarily for the purpose of 
large scale black market cannabis cultivation, will 
lead to many negative land-use impacts including 
road building, forest clearing, stream dewatering, 
and the potential introduction of harmful 
pesticides and rodenticides to the food web. 

CONSERVATION VALUES: 

This landscape is home to a diverse array of forest 
types: coastal redwood, pacific yew, dogwood, big 
leaf maple, ash, and alder along the riparian 
zones; decadent old growth Douglas fir 
interspersed with ancient madrone, live oak, and 
true oaks along the valley floor; and sections of 
virgin tan oak, chinquapin, and madrone forest on 
the upslope and ridgetop areas.  

This project will prevent the loss of key intact or 
recovering forest, meadow, and riparian habitat 
and help ensure the survival of such rare, 
threatened, or endangered species as northern 
spotted owl, goshawk, tailed frogs, pacific giant 

and southern torrent salamanders, as well as coho, chinook, and steelhead and thousands of common species 
that inhabit this unique coastal redwood and mixed forest ecosystem. Additionally, wider ranging land species 
such as mountain lion, and black bear, whose habitat has been severely reduced by logging and development 
in surrounding areas, would be protected from the threat of regional extirpation.  

FISHERIES 

Both Van Arken and McKee Creek have been identified as Priority 1 tributaries for coho recovery (Mattole 
Coho Recovery Strategy, MRRP, 2011) and have been given a high IP (intrinsic potential) value in NOAA’s 
2014 SONCC. Historically these streams have supported abundant native runs of coho, Chinook, and 
steelhead populations, and just this year over 15 adult Chinook salmon were seen spawning in Van Arken 
Creek. Recent field tours with top fisheries biologists with NOAA Fisheries, CDFW, and BLM verified these 
historic reports (see letters of support) concluding that these tributaries have enormous potential for fisheries 
restoration and could be key to the recovery of wild Mattole Salmon populations.  

Already Sanctuary Forest and our partners have done considerable restoration work on McKee Creek 
downstream of the acquisition property. To date all landowners on the mainstem of McKee Creek have 
become participants in Sanctuary Forest’s Storage and Forbearance Program, whereby they agree to stop 
pumping from the creek during the dry season in exchange for adequate water storage. In addition, Sanctuary 
Forest has secured grant funding from CDFW Fisheries Restoration Grant Program to implement a coho 
habitat restoration and streamflow enhancement project in the lower reaches of McKee Creek. The 
combination of turning off all dry-season diversions, and restoring habitat and streamflow in McKee Creek 
has been an essential first step towards the recovery of this tributary.  
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Van Arken Creek has suffered significant degradation as a 
result of industrial timber harvest over the last 75+ years. 
However, as it is completely free form human development 
it has an incredible potential to be restored. Already much 
work has been done in this watershed by our sister 
organization, the Mattole Restoration Council (MRC). In 
2005, the MRC implemented a basin-wide sediment 
reduction project in Van Arken that treated the entire road 
network; decommissioned many roads, and upgraded stream 
crossings on those that remained.   

Following the conservation of these properties, the 
restoration of salmon spawning and rearing habitat and the 
implementation of innovative groundwater recharge projects 
will be one of our primary stewardship goals. Rough analyses 
of the Van Arken watershed indicates the potential to capture 
and store millions of gallons of rainwater during the wet 
season. In combination, all of these actions will result in an 
array of benefits from increased groundwater recharge and 
storage and enhanced instream flows to improved floodplain 
connectivity, and restored spawning and rearing habitat for 
endangered coho salmon and threatened chinook and 
steelhead.  

FORESTS 

Stewardship of the forestland on the property will focus on 
the immediate goals of reducing fuel loads and the risk of 
wildfire. Through active engagement with our local 
community it is our goal to develop a holistic forest 
management plan designed to improve forest health, 
accelerate the return to late seral conditions, increase carbon 
retention and sequestration, and provide a source of revenue 
to be reinvested in the stewardship of the property. Certain 
areas of the property that possess rare or unique forest types 
will be protected from wildfire and set aside to become the 
next generation of old-growth forests. The dense plantations 
of redwood and Doug fir will become part of a sustainable 
harvest regime that will result in the retention of the largest 
trees and thinning of the least valuable trees. Additionally, 
large sections of the property that are predominantly forested 
with overly dense stands of tanoak will provide a source of 
high quality hardwood for the local Whitethorn 
Construction Hardwood Mill. Overtime these forests will 
grow to resemble the historic old growth conditions of the 
Mattole River headwaters, acting as a buffer against the 
effects of climate change, providing a sanctuary for fish and 
wildlife, and an open place for people to come for learning 
and recreational opportunities. 

CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

Sanctuary Forest is currently engaged in a campaign to save 
these lands through collaboration with regional conservation 
organizations, and funding from a combination of state and 
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federal agencies, foundations, and 
major donors from our local 
community, the greater California 
area, throughout the United States, 
and across the world (See Funding 
Chart and Project Budget).  

Currently, negotiations with the 
landowner, Boyle Forests LP., have 
concluded with a 6-month window 
within which to purchase the 
properties; the value of which is a 
little over 9 million dollars (based on 
a restricted appraisal dated 6.8.16 by 
Chris Bell, MIA, to be reappraised 
spring 2017). Based on this timeline 
we have developed a two-phase 
strategy: Phase 1 consists of securing 
a bridge-funding organization to 
purchase the property by June 31st, 
2017 and enter into a 5-year    
reimbursement agreement with 
Sanctuary Forest; Phase 2 consists of 
securing funding for reimbursement 
of the bridge funder in exchange for 
ownership of the property.  

In the last two months of 2016 we 
successfully raised over $100,000 
towards the conservation of these 
lands from our local community and 
have funding pending from the Grace 
Us Foundation, an application in 
with Firedoll and Weeden 
Foundations, and an application in 
with the Wildlife Conservation 
Board Prop 1. The enormous 
outpouring of support from our local 
community is thanks in part to the 
many community meetings we have 
held on various tributaries 
throughout the Mattole, local 
fundraisers, and many small 
donations as well as several “Fund an 
Acre” donors who have stepped up 
and funded an entire acre ($5,500).   

 

The following Funding Chart and 5 Year Funding Strategy outline how this ambitious project can be completed. 
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Project Funding Plan 
 

PHASE 1:  
Secure a bridge-funder to purchase the property (valued at $9 million) by June 31st, 2017. 

 

PHASE 2:  
Using a variety of public grants, foundations, and private donations, obtain funding for full 
reimbursement of the bridge-funder over 5 years in exchange for ownership of the property. 

 
In 2016, Sanctuary Forest exceeded our goal of raising $100,000. 

 
Going forward, our goal is to raise $100,000/year from our local community and $495,000/year through our Fund 

An Acre Campaign over the next five years to support the conservation of the Van Arken Creek watershed. 
 

Amount raised from SFI Donors & Community: $63,182.92 
 

Amount donated/pledged from our Fund An Acre Family*: $127,083.08 
 

*donated and pledged as of 3/2/17 
 

 
This capital campaign will demonstrate local grassroots community support and help to secure 
significant contributions from a combination of state and federal agencies, foundations, and 
major donors from the greater California area, throughout the United States, and across the 

world.   
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Van Arken Capital Campaign 2017 
PLEDGE FORM 

 

 

Donor Information: 
Last: First: MI:   

Address:       

City: State:  Zip       Code:    

Phone:  E-mail:       

 
Gift Information: 

I (we) hereby contribute cash and/or assets to the Sanctuary Forest “Van Arken Capital Campaign”.         
         I (we) would like to make a gift in the amount of: $  _______Amount Enclosed: $  
         I (we) wish to have this donation made over:  1      2       3       4       5    Year(s)   OR   One-time Gift  (circle one) 
 

    In Memory/Honor of - Please accept this gift in memory or honor of (circle one): 
  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
        

Contribution Type:
I (we) plan to make our contribution in the form of:    Check        Cash        Other  (circle one) 

 
If you would like to donate by credit card, please visit our website: www.sanctuaryforest.org/donate 

 
Donor Recognition:  

Donors will be recognized unless an anonymous gift is requested.  Each year Sanctuary Forest holds a Donor Gratitude 
Naming Ceremony acknowledging all of those who have donated throughout the year. 

 
Please use the following name(s) in all acknowledgements:    

 
I (we) wish to remain anonymous. 

 
Donor Signature(s): Date:      

I Am Interested in Other Ways to Donate: 
I (we) would like to designate Sanctuary Forest in my (our) estate planning. 
 
I (we) would like to receive more information about Planned Giving. 

 

 
 

P.O. Box 166 
315 Shelter Cove Rd., #4 
Whitethorn, CA 95589

(707) 986-1087; sanctuaryforest.org 

Sanctuary Forest is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Donations are tax deductible. Tax ID#: 94-2676195 
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From: richard scheinman
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: eir cannabis
Date: Sunday, April 9, 2017 8:10:59 PM

Richard Scheinman MD

PO Box 49

Petrolia, CA 95558

Phone: 707 629 3365

Fax: 707 440 2717

Steve Lazar

Humboldt County Planning & Building Department

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Re: NOP commenting on changes in cannabis cultivation project

Dear Mr. Lazar,

Here are my thoughts for the EIR on proposed cannabis regulations: The
environment is being harmed by the  explosion of cannabis cultivation sites.
Specifically,

1. the use of light-dep and greenhouses has changed the NIGHTTIME
environment around here so that it is no longer dark. This is a big loss to those
of us ho came here for the beauty of the natural environment. A big loss.
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2. 2.The use of generators and fans has destroyed the QUIET I and we so
greatly appreciated. Another big loss.

3. The impact on WATER is great.  There’s a grow adjacent to me with
thousands, actually, probably tens of thousands of plants and where are they
getting their water? ( I don’t know if it is legal) but that many plants need a
whole lot of water in an area which doesn’t have a lot Maybe they’ve drilled
wells.

4. Five years ago a two acre site about a hundred feet from my property line
was tilled up and planted and the SMELL was toxic and and bad for my
children. This was on a three hundred acre or more parcel. Why didn’t they set
it up away from me?

5. The importing of soils and material  in big trucks has drastically increased
the traffic and noise on the roads, as well as adversely impacted the road
surfaces. There’s a zillion more potholes than ever before and e have lived here
for 43 year.

Here’s what I suggest:

Outlaw light dep which uses fans  generators, and night light.

Make sure there is adequate regulation of water use so the land and neighbors
are not impacted.

Make setbacks adequate to protect privacy and quality of life of neighbors.

Now that it is legal, industrial marijuana should be grown in industrial places if
it is going to be using generators and fans and importing soil and nightlights.
This is not agriculture, it is industrial.  Outdoor grows in the hills should have
adequate water supply.

Yours truly,
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Dick Scheinman
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May 9, 2017

To:  Steve Lazar
From:  Robie Tenorio

RE: Input regarding Scoping Meeting for Cannabis Environmental Impact Report

Despite the best intentions of the Humboldt County Planning & Building 
Department and the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors in passing the 
Humboldt County Code regulating cannabis activities on the ground impacts 
have been devastating in many of the categories covered in the Notice of 
Preparation.

Aesthetics – Since the ordinance’s passage the amount of plastic hoop
greenhouses, solid metal or solid plastic fencing and other ugly and generally 
blight producing infrastructure has doubled or even tripled.

Agriculture and Forestry Resources – In Southern Humboldt since the 
passage of the ordinance the clear cutting of forest & use of timberland for grows 
has increased. By passing the ordinance without having sufficient enforcement in 
place to prevent this it has created a doubling or tripling of grows.
To have people receive tax benefits under the Williamson Act does not appear to 
safeguard the need to preserve agricultural land for food production because of 
the high price paid for cannabis versus veggies or meat.

Air Quality – The increase traffic of large trucks constantly being driven on small 
dirt roads has greatly increased the amount of fugitive dust.
How will you be able to measure the increase in pollution & degradation of air 
quality from the running of gas or diesel powered generators that are used for 
growing “mixed light”?
It is absolutely a mistake to allow and encourage any use of fossil fuels to grow a 
plant that could be grown without artificial light. The clear and present danger of 
Climate Change is not being addressed. When communities around the world 
are struggling to find ways to lessen their dependence on Fossil Fuels Humboldt 
County is encouraging an unnecessary contribution to Global Climate Disruption.

Biological Resources - I agree with every concern mentioned in this section. 
There is direct loss of vegetation and wildlife habitats due to the grading and 
vegetation removal for new cultivation & expansion of existing grows.
There has been an increase in road construction, and an increase use of existing 
roads which all creates sediment, which will find its way into streams.
The continued use of rivers, creeks, springs and seeps for these expansions will 
have a significant impact on wildlife both terrestrial and aquatic as watercourses 
dry up from diversion for cannabis growing.
Noise pollution from generators, fencing and light emitted from “mixed light” 
cultivation all has a negative impact on wildlife and human neighbors. Again 
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because of the lack of enforcement there has been an increase of generator 
noise. Also it is a negative impact on the quality of life for residents of this 
previously quiet and peaceful rural area.

Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources –  
How will you survey the areas for Tribal Cultural Resource concerns?
How will the County enforce any regulations concerning Tribal Cultural 
Resources?

The Hazards & Hazardous Material category should include the use of gas or 
diesel generators for indoor or “mixed light” grows. Where there is fuel used there 
will be spills – that will contaminate land and water ways. 
The very serious impact of fires resulting from generator use for indoor or mixed 
light could be devastating for our area. In the unincorporated areas of the county 
we are dependent on our local volunteer fire departments, who have already had 
to respond to fires from generator grows. We have been lucky so far. But the 
potential for catastrophic wildfire is present and will put all of our communities at 
risk of losing their homes and possibly their lives. To continue to ask our 
volunteers to put their lives at risk for an indoor or mixed light cannabis grow is 
criminal.

Hydrology and Water Quality
Geology and Soils - 

How will you be able to adequately assess the impacts on water and soil?
How will you be able to monitor the on the ground and in the waterway 
impacts of all these grows? Especially the ones not applying for permits but 
feeling that they can double and triple their grows because of a lack of 
enforcement.

Public Services
This may be the area to address impacts on roads. The roads in Southern 
Humboldt were built in a time of considerably less traffic. In the last 5 years traffic 
of large trucks, large trucks with trailers, 5, 10 & 20-ton delivery trucks and water 
trucks has greatly increased. Since the passing of the ordinance it has become a 
constant stream on all our roads.
Between the issues of 50 year old failing culverts (which is to be expected), very 
wet winters and the constant high impact of industrial level cannabis growing our 
county roads have been devastated. This also includes the same impacts on 
private sub division roads and has created problems for Road Associations who 
are not able to collect fees from those causing the damage.
In the Public Service category you do bring up the potential for increased risk of 
fire. This needs to be addressed – generators running in High Fire Hazard areas 
to grow cannabis indoors or mixed light puts all of us – but especially our 
volunteer fire fighters in serious danger.
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Cumulative Impacts – 

Because there is such a broad range of impacts from the air pollution to the 
disintegration of the roads it will be difficult if not impossible to fully asses the 
cumulative impacts.
But there is no doubt that industrial cannabis agriculture in remote rural areas of 
Humboldt County will have negative cumulative impacts on the air, the land, the 
waterways, the wildlife and the human population.

One area not mentioned is the use of plastic.
Californians have voted to eliminate single use plastic bags at the grocery stores 
yet the current cannabis farming practice for most growers uses an incredible 
amount of plastic. Plastic bags for fertilizer, plastic for greenhouses, plastic for 
the light dep grows. If you go to any of our local dumps you will see enormous 
piles of plastic. Much of it single use. This will have a long-term negative impact 
on the environment.
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From: Sal Chinnici
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Comments on Proposed Amendments to Hum Co Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis Activites
Date: Thursday, May 4, 2017 11:53:10 AM
Attachments: The Buckeye Marijuana Position Paper March 2017 (2).pdf

Dear Mr. Lazar,

This email is to provide written comments in the matter of Proposed Amendments to
Humboldt County Code Regulating Commercial Cannabis Activities. I am providing my
comments as a private citizen of Fortuna, CA, and my comments not meant to represent
any other party or organization.

I think that the County moved too fast on this project and mistakes were made in decisions
on regulating commercial cannabis activities. Given the scope and importance of regulating
such activities to the future of Humboldt County and its residents it is critical that the
appropriate time be taken to get this right.

In particular I want to address the topic of “special requirements/limitations for projects
located within spheres of influence or community areas”. As a resident of Fortuna I have
noted the recent proposals to establish commercial cannabis grows on County lands
adjacent to private parcels and I am gravely concerned about the potential impacts to our
city and residents, including our children, our water supply, and native wildlife, among
others.

For example, concerns that need to be addressed include:
Violent crime and increased dangerous drug use related to the marijuana industry;
Overuse of rural roads, including high speed, and reckless driving;
Disturbance from environmental and “white” noise pollution, e.g., traffic, generators,
stray dogs, poaching, odor, light pollution etc.;
Decreased private property values as a result of adjacent cannabis businesses;
Long-term environmental impacts of the marijuana industry on Humboldt County’s
wildlands and associated fisheries and wildlife resources;
Growers/permit holders are not being held accountable for causing environmental
degradation.

In addition, the cannabis industry must be held to the same regulatory standards as other
industries in Humboldt County:

Marijuana growers must abide by and be consistent with all land-use and other
pertinent regulations. Those include but are not limited to:

CDFW Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements (Fish and Game Code Sec
1600, et al);
State Water Resources Control Board:  Water Allocation and Diversion
Permits;
Regional Water Quality:  Wastewater Discharge Permit/404 waiver;
Corp of Engineers: 401 permit.
All codes and permits must be in place before cultivation occurs;
All codes and permits need to be enforced by the appropriate regulatory
agencies;
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Marijuana cultivators must have ample water storage to avoid any stream, well, or
ground water diversion from July 1 – November 15 of any given year.

I am attaching the position paper on the Impacts from the Humboldt County Marijuana
Industry from The Buckeye because many of my comments are similar to The Buckeye’s
position, and because I also agree with their position. However, I want to be clear that I am
commenting as a private citizen, and I am not representing The Buckeye.

Thank you,

Sal Chinnici
3563 Larsen Lane
Fortuna, CA 95540
Daytime phone: 707-764-4299
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March 2017 Buckeye Position Paper on the Impacts from the Humboldt County 
Marijuana Industry 

The Buckeye does not condone the commercial farming, production and marketing of 
federally illegal marijuana in Humboldt County, and/or its neighboring counties.  We 
realize that the voters of the State of California have deemed marijuana to be legal for 
both medical and recreational use, despite its federal status.   This situation has led to a 
quasi-legal status for marijuana, and an exponential growth in production that has 
created intense pressure on North Coast communities and natural resources, especially 
the over-drafting of water diverted for plantation irrigation. 

Thus, the Buckeye has deep concerns about the environmental degradation caused by rampant and illegal marijuana 
cultivation that has occurred over the last five decades in our North Coast watersheds and streams, and the harm done to the 
fish and wildlife species dependent upon those resources.   

The marijuana industry must be held to the same regulatory standards as farming, timber, dairy and ranching: 
Marijuana growers must abide by and be consistent with all land-use and other pertinent regulations. Those include 
but are not limited to:  

o CDFW Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements (Fish and Game Code Sec 1600, et al); 
o State Water Resources Control Board:  Water Allocation and Diversion Permits; 
o Regional Water Quality:  Wastewater Discharge Permit/404 waiver; 
o Corp of Engineers: 401 permit. 

Marijuana cultivation should not occur on TPZ, timberlands or Prime Ag lands.  A certified soil type and landform 
determination with the Natural Resource Conservation Service soil code must be a requirement for a use permit 
application; 
All codes and permits must be in place before cultivation occurs;  
All codes and permits need to be enforced by the appropriate regulatory agencies; 
Marijuana cultivation shall not occur on slopes greater than 15%; 
Marijuana cultivators must have ample water storage to avoid any stream, well, or ground water diversion from July 1 
– November 15 of any given year; 
Marijuana growers must be held accountable and responsible for restoration of environmental degradation that has 
occurred pertaining to past growing operations on their property. 

Additionally, The Buckeye has serious concerns with the following: 
Widespread violent crime and increased dangerous drug use related to the marijuana industry; 
Prevalent high speed, reckless, and impaired driving on rural roads endangering the public; 
Disturbance from environmental and “white” noise pollution, e.g., traffic, generators, stray dogs, poaching, odor, light 
pollution etc.; 
Rural communities’ traditional quality of life that has been impacted by the loss of open spaces provided by large 
ranches and lands that have been subdivided, developed, and subsequently intensely cultivated for marijuana 
production; 
Property values are artificially inflated and traditional agricultural entrepreneurs cannot afford to purchase land, or 
they are motivated to sell open land at inflated market prices; 
Long-term environmental impacts of the marijuana industry on Humboldt County’s wildlands and associated fisheries 
and wildlife resources;  
Growers/permit holders are not being held accountable for causing environmental degradation. 
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From: Steve Watson
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: NOP for EIR Marijuana
Date: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 2:58:21 PM

Here you go and thank you Steve:

While I understand and begrudgingly accept that "legalized"
recreational and commercial sales of marijuana has come to
California and Humboldt County, responsible, equally represented
governance would require that those involved in the cannabis
industry be consistently held to reasonable, equitable and and clearly
defined standards. They should be expected and required to be
responsible stewards of OUR land and good neighbors - attentive to
the 4 "S's" of concern (mitigation of sight, smell, sound and safety
issues). In the rush to legalize and allow large, commercial-scale
cannabis operations, these issues were not sufficiently addressed by
the previous ordinance passed by our Board of Supervisors. We need
a robust, effective and timely system to hold negligent and indifferent
cannabis growers accountable. Those injured and negatively
impacted by this exploding industry need a way for their voices and
concerns to be heard and valid complaints quickly addressed. Much
of this requires fixing the flawed ordinance which the NOP for EIR
may be an opportunity to do.

We have to ask ourselves what vision of Humboldt do we want to
create for our children - what kind of future ?

Do we want to attract residents who move to Humboldt to build and
better our community for the long-term or those only rushing here to
make a quick buck during the Green Rush? Humboldt is one of the
most beautiful places on earth--or was. I was born and raised here. I
brought my wife and family back "home" 12 years ago. But
Humboldt today is not the one I cherished and remember. 

My wife frequently comments about how incredibly beautiful our
county is as we drive along Humboldt's scenic highways--even
everyday places like Highway 101 near Loleta are notably beautiful.
Will she and other visitors still feel that way as ugly white marijuana
hoop houses proliferate along our roads and highways? 

I'm asking for the BOS to represent ALL of their community and not
just seemingly at times the exploding cannabis industry.

We should expect cannabis entrepreneurs to be responsible stewards
of the land and good neighbors at a minimum. That's means being
attentive to the safety, sights, sounds and smells of potentially
impacted residences and businesses nearby.

The setbacks for cannabis cultivations and processing operations need to be increased for any
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permits issued adjacent to residential neighborhoods and homes even in agricultural zones
(such as those just outside Fortuna). Strict smell, sight, sound and safety regulations need to
be created and enforced. Those leaving near a cannabis operation should not have to have their
happiness, well-being, property values and use of their homes negatively impacted by the
noxious, persistent odor of growing marijuana. The landscape of our community is changing
with increased housing density in many of these areas. It's not appropriate or fair to rubber
stamp-approve a cannabis permit just because the property is located within in certain zones
and and parcel sizes (such as Ag General over 5 acres). There needs to be consideration and
due process for homes and families negatively impacted in such areas due to their close
proximity to marijuana grows.

For instance, we are only 2-3 football fields away from an approved 10000 square foot mixed
light cannabis operation that includes a separate processing building. Apparently an additional
10000 sq permit may have been applied for on an adjacent parcel. We could have 20000 sq of
highly stinky marijuana grows operating in close proximity to the dream home however
recently bought to raise our large family.

How is that right and fair? How is this profiteer being required to be a good neighbor? My
family cannot tolerate the smell of weed in any form. We are essentially being denied the right
and opportunity to enjoy the beauty and peaceful use of our own home, which was built long
before the cannabis operation existed. My family cannot tolerate the smell of weed in any
form. No open windows during the hot summer months. No backyard barbecues without the
regular stench of marijuana permeating the air both in and outside our home.

Please require that these issues be addressed before any new permits are issued, and existing
operations be required to address smell and other related issues negatively impacting
residences in their vicinity. 

Responsible stewards of the land and good neighbors...these are reasonable expectations and
requirements that the current ordinance does not adequately address. Humboldt has plenty of
land to support this industry. Please safeguard the homes and happiness of those many
families who are being harmed and negatively impacted by the large scale grows that are
being permitted with little to know due process and appeal rights for potentially impacted
neighbors.

Odor control needs to be addressed for all grows, new and existing, and set backs from
adjoining residences and parcel lines need to be increased and/or permitted cultivation space
reduced in those cases when neighbors would be negatively impacted. Please fairly and
responsibly represent all of Humboldt, including the many individuals and families who are
not enamored by cannabis, by fixing these issues.

Sincerely,

S.Watson
PO Box 308 Fortuna, CA. 95540

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Robert Wiele
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Marijuana regulation
Date: Tuesday, May 9, 2017 1:10:27 PM

Mr Lazar.
 I live in Petrolia and am writing to comment on the effects of the marijuana boom on our

town.
There is a strong consensus that it is undermining the quality of life for most of us here, and

that there needs to be more restrictive regulations.  This is especially true of those unfortunate
enough to have had huge grow houses spring up near there homes. Bright grow lights and the
noise from generators at night are making some people's life miserable. Longterm residents
are leaving because of this.

The "trimigrants" that flock here in the fall congregate at the community center hoping for
work and cause a sanitation problem. Port-a Potties were provided for them at community
expense but that didn't completely solve the problem.

 Semis towing two 30 foot trailers laden with growing materials are now a common sight on
the Mattole Road. The increased damage to our roads is evident. These trucks also come
around blind curves taking up both lanes. The length and weight of vehicles on our rural roads
need to be regulated.
 People have been growing marijuana illegally in Humboldt for two generations with
impunity. Some are not going to see the need to get permits, pay fees, and follow regulations.

We need laws that keep the welfare of the entire community in mind, and we need serious
enforcement of the law.

 Thanks for your consideration, 
 Rob Wiele, Petrolia
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4/20/2017

Steven Lazar 
Humboldt County Planning & Building Department
3015 H Street
Eureka, CA 95501 

Dear Mr. Lazar:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for a draft 
EIR on amendments to the Humboldt County Code regulating commercial cannabis activities.
My comments are based on my experiences in the Petrolia area, where I now live, and on my 
past experience as an environmental hydrologist.  I hope they will assist the county in developing 
an adequate EIR.

Whoever prepares the EIR needs to understand that life in rural communities depends 
heavily on mutual aid.  Rural people tend to be self-reliant, but nevertheless depend also on their 
neighbors, as well as on local and state governments.  The tradition among ranching families of 
helping each other gather cattle is perhaps the prime example of rural mutual aid, but mutual aid 
operates in other ways, as well.  Some are formalized as non-profit corporations or local districts, 
such as the Mattole Valley Community Center (MVCC) and the Petrolia Volunteer Fire 
Department (PVFD), while others are informal but nevertheless vital for comfortable rural life.  
For example, when trees fall down and block county roads, people living nearby simply take 
their chain saws, and perhaps a tractor, and open the road.  Or, one neighbor feeds the other’s 
animals when that neighbor is away.  Rural life thus depends on a complex web of relationships, 
and the EIR needs to consider the stresses that rapid population changes resulting from the 
proposed project will impose upon it.

One major threat from consequences of the proposed project to the web of relationships just 
described is the influx (already underway) of people who do not intend to live here for long, but 
instead have a “get rich quick and get out” mentality.  They have little incentive to help others, 
and the presence of too many non-cooperators subverts mutual aid.  As one aspect of this, the 
EIR must take account of the impacts resulting from the seasonal labor force associated with 
marijuana cultivation, but the NOP fails to mention these.  Based on our experience here in 
Petrolia, these impacts are significant.  For example:

Our first responders for medical calls are volunteer firefighters.  Responding to calls 
from seasonal workers has seriously stressed this group, and a significant increase in the 
short-term and seasonal worker populations may stress it to the breaking point.  This is 
not the fault of marijuana growing per se; some of our first responders make their living 
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that way, but the explosive growth of the industry and the associated get rich quick 
mentality of many newcomers make the problem serious. 

Like anybody else, seasonal workers need to eat and excrete, but sanitary facilities for 
excretion are scarce, raising issues of public health and aesthetics (marijuana is not the 
only thing that stinks).  This problem is already serious enough that the Mattole Valley 
Community Center rents porta-potties for public use during the season.  Volunteers 
clean and otherwise maintain these, but as with the first responders, these volunteers 
may burn out if their task becomes too burdensome. 

Seasonal workers also need places to stay, but little housing is available.  Some growers 
provide housing for their workers, but many do not.  This stresses local public 
campgrounds, and promotes trespass camping.    

On another matter, rural roads in California have suffered since Proposition 13 was adopted 
in 1978, shortly after I started coming to this area.  On account of the geology and the weather, 
rural roads here are hard enough to maintain without an industry that relies “upon the import of 
the soil to the cultivation site,” with much of the truck traffic during the wet season when roads 
are especially vulnerable.  Unfortunately, reading the NOP, I get the sense that the county does 
not appreciate the enormity of the problem.  Sentences such as “Incremental increases in demand 
for law enforcement along with other services, such as road maintenance, may also occur” do not 
inspire confidence on the point.

Humboldt County has a history of booms and busts, and the EIR must take account of the 
likelihood that the marijuana boom will bust, as production moves to areas with lower labor 
costs.  This will leave legacy dirt roads that will no longer be maintained, the remains of 
greenhouses scattered over the landscape, etc.  This could be mitigated by requiring permittees to 
post an appropriate bond for deconstruction.

Finally, an unusual but fundamental question for the EIR is whether the county is capable of 
regulating the marijuana industry in any reasonable way.  It is no secret that the county planning 
process is overwhelmed by it.  Is there any reason to think that the county’s enforcement 
processes will do any better?  For example, light pollution is a major concern for long-term 
residents here.  How, as a practical matter, would the county inforce restrictions on light 
escaping from greenhouses.  Again, the get-rich-quick attitude matters.  The EIR cannot depend 
on regulations or mitigation measures that, as a practical matter, the county cannot inforce. 

Sincerely,

John Williams, Ph.D.
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From: Adam
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; Werner, Steve
Cc: "Tom"; "Janet Eidsness"; "tim nelson"; alr51@humboldt.edu; "Erika Cooper"
Subject: Wiyot Terr. cannabis applicant GIS layer and ethnobotany
Date: Wednesday, April 19, 2017 11:52:58 AM
Attachments: Copy of NaturalCommunitiesList_Hierarchy_Sept_2010.xls

Calif_Oak_Woodlands_ProtectionAct.pdf

Hi Steve and others,

This is Adam Canter, GIS person/botanist/ethnobotanist for the Wiyot Tribe.  Thank you for coming to
meet with the tribes last Fri.  We spoke briefly about you getting us the cannabis permit applicant GIS
layer for Wiyot ancestral Terr. and I wanted to follow up on that so we can assess relevant potential
impacts and comment.

We also brought up the need to assess impacts to ethnobotanical resources (a type of TCR), particularly
those that overlap as listed Natural Communities (CDFW) with ranks S3 or lower, which also must be
acknowledged in list 4B of CEQA.  For your interest I have attached an excel copy of the CDFW list which
has types relevant to the Wiyot Tribe listed as separate tabs for both the Table Bluff area as well as the
general ones found in dune, wetland, and maritime areas around Humboldt Bay. I will be drafting up a list
for the regional Tribes as per requested at the inter-tribal cannabis impacts meeting on 4/14. I would be
happy to discuss some of the more relevant habitat types and or provide some guidance to permiters and
consultants if you think this should be passed on from your level, or perhaps this should just be
addressed on a case by case basis as the responsibility of the individual tribes, let me know your
thoughts.

One concern that I have gotten from a few consultant friends of mine is that white oak, tanoak, and
possibly hazel stands are being over-looked by consultants.  The example can play out when Douglas fir
areas are zoned off as "Timber" areas and oak clearing is then in turn slated as acceptable to further
develope cultivation areas (say for a remediation grow transfer).  It would be a shame to see un-
intentional impacts to our already struggling California oak woodlands from situations where on paper it
appears that impacts to special status vegetation types have been addressed. We also have the recent
AB 2162 Oak Woodland Conservation Act, which has mandated some additional protections to oak
woodlands which need to be addressed during the permitting process. 

In many situations, relevent botanical communities are relics of past indigenous land management. I have
been speaking with other tribal THPOs regarding the significance that particular vegetation types may
bring to classical archaeological sites and the implied protections of such sites under AB 52.

I would be happy to discuss these topics further at your request.  Thank you for your time and
consideration, Adam

Adam N. Canter
Botanist/Natural Resource Technician
Natural Resource Department
Wiyot Tribe
1000 Wiyot Dr.
Loleta, CA 95551
707-972-0065
adam@wiyot.us
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california legislature—2015–16 regular session

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2162

Introduced by Assembly Member Chu

February 17, 2016

An act to add Chapter 6.3 (commencing with Section 1625) to
Division 2 of the Fish and Game Code, and to repeal Section 21083.4
of the Public Resources Code, relating to forestry, and making an
appropriation therefor.

legislative counsel
’
s digest

AB 2162, as introduced, Chu. Oak Woodlands Protection Act.
The Z’berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 prohibits a person

from conducting timber operations unless a timber harvesting plan
prepared by a registered professional forester has been submitted to the
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. The Oak Woodlands
Conservation Act provides funding for the conservation and protection
of California’s oak woodlands. Any violation of the Fish and Game
Code is a crime.

This bill would enact the Oak Woodlands Protection Act, which would
prohibit a person from removing from an oak woodland, as defined,
specified oak trees, unless an oak removal plan and oak removal permit
application for the oak tree removal has been submitted to and approved
by the Director of Fish and Wildlife.

By June, 30, 2016, the bill would require the Fish and Game
Commission to adopt regulations to implement the act, including
regulations establishing an oak removal permit application fee. The bill
would require the fee to be deposited into the Oak Woodlands Protection
Act Fund, as created by the bill. Moneys in the fund would be
continuously appropriated to the department for purposes of paying the
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total costs incurred by the department in administering and enforcing
the act, thereby making an appropriation.

The bill would provide that any person who violates the act is subject
to a civil penalty of not more than $25,000 for each violation. The bill
would require all civil penalties collected to be apportioned in a specified
manner, including 50% to be distributed to the Wildlife Conservation
Board for deposit into the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund.

Existing law requires a county to determine whether a project may
result in a conversion of oak woodlands that will have a significant
effect on the environment, and if it does, existing law requires the county
to require one or more specified oak woodlands mitigation alternatives
to mitigate the significant effect.

This bill would delete this law.
To the extent this bill would provide for additional criminal

prosecutions for violations of the Fish and Game Code, the bill would
impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   yes.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Chapter 6.3 (commencing with Section 1625) is
 line 2 added to Division 2 of the Fish and Game Code, to read:
 line 3
 line 4 Chapter  6.3.  Oak Woodlands Protection Act

 line 5
 line 6 1625. This chapter shall be known, and may be cited, as the
 line 7 Oak Woodlands Protection Act.
 line 8 1626. The Legislature hereby finds and declares all of the
 line 9 following:

 line 10 (a)  The conservation of oak woodlands enhances the natural
 line 11 scenic beauty for residents and visitors, increases real property
 line 12 values, promotes ecological balance, provides sustainable habitat
 line 13 for over 300 wildlife species and 2,000 plant species, reduces soil
 line 14 erosion, sustains healthy watersheds and water quality, moderates

2
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 line 1 temperature extremes and climate change, and aids with nutrient
 line 2 cycling, all of which affect and improve the health, safety, and
 line 3 general welfare of the residents of the State of California.
 line 4 (b)  Widespread changes in land use patterns across the landscape
 line 5 and habitat loss due to the pathogen Phytophthora ramorum,
 line 6 commonly known as Sudden Oak Death, and infestations of the
 line 7 Goldspotted Oak Borer parasite, are fragmenting oak woodlands’
 line 8 wildland character over extensive areas of the state. The
 line 9 combination of human impact and other impacts will cumulatively

 line 10 fragment oak ecosystem continuity unless appropriate conservation
 line 11 steps are taken immediately.
 line 12 (c)  The future viability of hundreds of California’s wildlife
 line 13 species are dependent on the maintenance of biologically functional
 line 14 and contiguous oak woodland ecosystems at local and bioregional
 line 15 scales.
 line 16 (d)  A program to encourage and make possible the long-term
 line 17 conservation of oak woodlands is a necessary part of the state’s
 line 18 wildlands protection policies. It is hereby declared to be the policy
 line 19 of the state to conserve oak woodlands and maintain oak ecosystem
 line 20 health.
 line 21 1627. It is the intent of the Legislature that this chapter be
 line 22 construed in light of the following primary objectives:
 line 23 (a)  To conserve oak woodland ecological attributes remaining
 line 24 in California and to provide habitat for wildlife species that are
 line 25 associated with that habitat.
 line 26 (b)  To provide maximum conservation of the oak woodlands
 line 27 ecosystem.
 line 28 (c)  To ensure that land use decisions affecting oak woodlands
 line 29 and dependent wildlife are based on the best available scientific
 line 30 information and habitat mitigation measures.
 line 31 (d)  To restore and perpetuate the state’s most biologically
 line 32 diverse natural resource for future generations of Californians.
 line 33 1628. For purposes of this chapter, the following terms have
 line 34 the following meanings:
 line 35 (a)  “Canopy cover” means the area, measured as a percentage
 line 36 of total ground area, directly under the live branches of an oak
 line 37 tree.
 line 38 (b)  “Oak removal” means causing an oak tree to die or be
 line 39 removed as a result of human activity by any means including, but

3
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 line 1 not limited to, cutting, dislodging, poisoning, burning, pruning,
 line 2 topping, or damaging of roots.
 line 3 (c)  “Oak removal permit” means a discretionary permit
 line 4 approving an application to remove, from an oak woodland during
 line 5 any calendar year, oak trees, as specified in Section 1629.
 line 6 (d)  “Oak removal plan” means an oak woodlands biological
 line 7 impacts evaluation and site-specific management plan.
 line 8 (e)  “Oak tree” means any tree in the genus Quercus that is not
 line 9 growing on timberland.

 line 10 (f)  “Oak woodland” means a land with a greater than ten percent
 line 11 oak canopy cover, or that can be demonstrated to have historically
 line 12 supported greater than ten percent oak canopy cover, and that
 line 13 meets either of the following:
 line 14 (1)  A nontimberland area on a parcel of five or more acres
 line 15 containing oak trees.
 line 16 (2)  A nontimberland area on a parcel of at least one or more
 line 17 acres containing valley oak trees.
 line 18 (g)  “Parcel” means a single assessor’s parcel of land as shown
 line 19 on maps produced by the county assessor.
 line 20 (h)  “Riparian hardwood” means native broadleaved evergreen
 line 21 and deciduous trees that produce flowers and grow within 50 feet,
 line 22 measured horizontally, of any watercourse, lake, or reservoir.
 line 23 (i)  “Timberland” has the same meaning as defined in Section
 line 24 4526 of the Public Resources Code.
 line 25 (j)  “Watercourse” means any well-defined channel with
 line 26 distinguishable bed and bank showing evidence of having contained
 line 27 flowing water indicated by deposit of rock, sand, gravel, or soil,
 line 28 including, but not limited to, a “stream” as defined in Section 4528
 line 29 of the Public Resources Code.
 line 30 1629. (a)  (1)  Unless an oak removal plan and oak removal
 line 31 permit application for oak removal has been submitted to and
 line 32 approved by the director, a person shall not remove from an oak
 line 33 woodland during a calendar year either of the following:
 line 34 (A)  A valley oak tree greater or equal to 10 inches in diameter
 line 35 at breast height.
 line 36 (B)  For oak trees other than valley oak trees, 10 or more oak
 line 37 trees greater than or equal to 10 inches in diameter at breast height.
 line 38 (2)  The director’s authority to approve an oak removal plan and
 line 39 oak removal permit application pursuant to this subdivision may
 line 40 be delegated by the director to regional managers in the department.

4
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 line 1 (b)  An oak removal plan and oak removal permit application
 line 2 shall be prepared and signed by a registered professional forester.
 line 3 (c)  Applications for oak removal permits shall be on a form
 line 4 prescribed by the director.
 line 5 (d)  By June 30, 2016, the commission shall adopt regulations
 line 6 to implement this chapter, including regulations establishing an
 line 7 application fee for the cost of processing an application for an oak
 line 8 removal permit. The fee charged shall be established in an amount
 line 9 necessary to pay the total costs incurred by the department in

 line 10 administering and enforcing this chapter. The regulations shall
 line 11 ensure that the canopy cover and mapping information contained
 line 12 in all oak removal plans submitted as part of an oak removal permit
 line 13 application is incorporated into a vegetation classification and
 line 14 mapping program maintained by the department.
 line 15 (e)  The fee established pursuant to this section shall be deposited
 line 16 into the Oak Woodlands Protection Act Fund, which is hereby
 line 17 created in the State Treasury. Notwithstanding Section 13340 of
 line 18 the Government Code, moneys in the fund are continuously
 line 19 appropriated to the department for the purposes described in
 line 20 subdivision (d).
 line 21 1630. An oak removal plan, in a form prescribed by the
 line 22 commission, shall become part of the application for an oak
 line 23 removal permit. The oak removal plan shall set forth, but not be
 line 24 limited to, the following information:
 line 25 (a)  Present and future parcel use.
 line 26 (b)  Existing and proposed parcel canopy cover percentages.
 line 27 (c)  A parcel map indicating the location of all proposed oak
 line 28 removal.
 line 29 (d)  Diameter at breast height and type of oak species to be
 line 30 removed.
 line 31 (e)  Number of acres on which oak removal will occur.
 line 32 (f)  Habitat mitigation measures.
 line 33 (g)  Information required pursuant to Section 21160 of the Public
 line 34 Resources Code.
 line 35 1631. (a)  The director’s decision to approve an oak removal
 line 36 permit pursuant to this chapter is a discretionary project approval
 line 37 subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13
 line 38 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code).
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 line 1 (b)  The director or commission may apply to the Secretary of
 line 2 the Natural Resources Agency to certify this program pursuant to
 line 3 Section 21080.5 of the Public Resources Code.
 line 4 1632. (a)  The director shall not approve an oak removal permit
 line 5 if any of the following exist:
 line 6 (1)  The application and oak removal plan do not comply with
 line 7 this chapter or the regulations adopted by the commission to
 line 8 implement this chapter.
 line 9 (2)  The director cannot make the findings specified in Section

 line 10 21081 of the Public Resources Code.
 line 11 (3)  Oak tree removal contemplated in the permit would remove
 line 12 more than 10 percent of the oak canopy cover that existed on
 line 13 January 1, 2015.
 line 14 (4)  Oak or riparian hardwood trees would be removed within
 line 15 50 feet of any watercourse, lake, or reservoir.
 line 16 (5)  There is evidence that the information contained in the
 line 17 application or oak removal plan is, in a material way, either
 line 18 incorrect, incomplete, or misleading, or is insufficient to evaluate
 line 19 the plan’s environmental effects.
 line 20 (6)  The applicant does not have a legal or equitable interest in
 line 21 the property subject to the application.
 line 22 (7)  Implementation of the oak removal plan as proposed would
 line 23 cause a violation of any applicable law.
 line 24 (b)  Paragraphs (3) and (4) of subdivision (a) do not apply to the
 line 25 removal of dead trees or the removal of oak trees to create legally
 line 26 required fire breaks, fuel breaks, and rights-of-way.
 line 27 1633. (a)  The applicant may appeal the director’s denial of an
 line 28 oak removal permit to the commission by filing a notice of appeal
 line 29 with the department within 15 days after notice of the denial. The
 line 30 commission shall hear the appeal within 60 days after the appeal
 line 31 is filed unless a later hearing date is mutually agreed upon by the
 line 32 applicant and the commission.
 line 33 (b)  An applicant whose application for an oak removal permit
 line 34 has been denied is entitled to a hearing before the commission
 line 35 conducted pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 11500)
 line 36 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. The
 line 37 commission shall hear and decide appeals de novo.
 line 38 1634. (a)  A person may maintain an action for declaratory and
 line 39 equitable relief to restrain any violation of this chapter. On a prima
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 line 1 facie showing of a violation of this chapter, preliminary equitable
 line 2 relief shall be issued to restrain any further violation of this chapter.
 line 3 (b)  Oak removal permits approved pursuant to this chapter are
 line 4 construction projects as that term is used in Section 529.1 of the
 line 5 Code of Civil Procedure. In any civil action brought pursuant to
 line 6 this chapter in which a temporary restraining order, preliminary
 line 7 injunction, or permanent injunction is sought, it is not necessary
 line 8 to allege or prove at any stage of the proceeding either of the
 line 9 following:

 line 10 (1)  That irreparable damage will occur if the temporary
 line 11 restraining order, preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction
 line 12 is not issued.
 line 13 (2)  The remedy at law is inadequate.
 line 14 1635. The permittee shall cause an approved oak removal
 line 15 permit to be recorded in each county in which the property is
 line 16 located before beginning any operations contemplated under the
 line 17 permit.
 line 18 1636. (a)  A person who violates this chapter is subject to a
 line 19 civil penalty of not more than twenty-five thousand dollars
 line 20 ($25,000) for each violation.
 line 21 (b)  The civil penalty imposed for each violation pursuant to this
 line 22 section is separate from, and in addition to, any other civil penalty
 line 23 imposed for a violation pursuant to this section or any other
 line 24 provision of law.
 line 25 (c)  In determining the amount of any civil penalty imposed
 line 26 pursuant to this section, the court shall take into consideration the
 line 27 nature, circumstance, extent, and gravity of the violation. In making
 line 28 this determination, the court may consider whether the effects of
 line 29 the violation may be reversed or mitigated, and with respect to the
 line 30 defendant, the ability to pay, any voluntary mitigation efforts
 line 31 undertaken, any prior history of violations, the gravity of the
 line 32 behavior, the economic benefit, if any, resulting from the violation,
 line 33 and any other matters the court determines justice may require.
 line 34 (d)  Every civil action brought under this section shall be brought
 line 35 by the Attorney General upon complaint by the department, or by
 line 36 the district attorney or city attorney in the name of the people of
 line 37 the State of California and any actions relating to the same violation
 line 38 may be joined or consolidated.
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 line 1 (e)  All civil penalties collected pursuant to this section shall not
 line 2 be considered fines or forfeitures as described in Section 13003
 line 3 and shall be apportioned in the following manner:
 line 4 (1)  Fifty percent shall be distributed to the county treasurer of
 line 5 the county in which the action is prosecuted. Amounts paid to the
 line 6 county treasurer shall be deposited in the county fish and wildlife
 line 7 propagation fund established pursuant to Section 13100.
 line 8 (2)  Fifty percent shall be distributed to the Wildlife Conservation
 line 9 Board for deposit in the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund created

 line 10 by Section 1363. These funds may be expended to cover the costs
 line 11 of any legal actions or for any other law enforcement purpose
 line 12 consistent with Section 9 of Article XVI of the California
 line 13 Constitution.
 line 14 SEC. 2. Section 21083.4 of the Public Resources Code is
 line 15 repealed.
 line 16 21083.4. (a) For purposes of this section, “oak” means a native
 line 17 tree species in the genus Quercus, not designated as Group A or
 line 18 Group B commercial species pursuant to regulations adopted by
 line 19 the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection pursuant to Section
 line 20 4526, and that is 5 inches or more in diameter at breast height.
 line 21 (b) As part of the determination made pursuant to Section
 line 22 21080.1, a county shall determine whether a project within its
 line 23 jurisdiction may result in a conversion of oak woodlands that will
 line 24 have a significant effect on the environment. If a county determines
 line 25 that there may be a significant effect to oak woodlands, the county
 line 26 shall require one or more of the following oak woodlands
 line 27 mitigation alternatives to mitigate the significant effect of the
 line 28 conversion of oak woodlands:
 line 29 (1) Conserve oak woodlands, through the use of conservation
 line 30 easements.
 line 31 (2) (A) Plant an appropriate number of trees, including
 line 32 maintaining plantings and replacing dead or diseased trees.
 line 33 (B) The requirement to maintain trees pursuant to this paragraph
 line 34 terminates seven years after the trees are planted.
 line 35 (C) Mitigation pursuant to this paragraph shall not fulfill more
 line 36 than one-half of the mitigation requirement for the project.
 line 37 (D) The requirements imposed pursuant to this paragraph also
 line 38 may be used to restore former oak woodlands.
 line 39 (3) Contribute funds to the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund,
 line 40 as established under subdivision (a) of Section 1363 of the Fish
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 line 1 and Game Code, for the purpose of purchasing oak woodlands
 line 2 conservation easements, as specified under paragraph (1) of
 line 3 subdivision (d) of that section and the guidelines and criteria of
 line 4 the Wildlife Conservation Board. A project applicant that
 line 5 contributes funds under this paragraph shall not receive a grant
 line 6 from the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund as part of the
 line 7 mitigation for the project.
 line 8 (4) Other mitigation measures developed by the county.
 line 9 (c) Notwithstanding subdivision (d) of Section 1363 of the Fish

 line 10 and Game Code, a county may use a grant awarded pursuant to
 line 11 the Oak Woodlands Conservation Act (Article 3.5 (commencing
 line 12 with Section 1360) of Chapter 4 of Division 2 of the Fish and
 line 13 Game Code) to prepare an oak conservation element for a general
 line 14 plan, an oak protection ordinance, or an oak woodlands
 line 15 management plan, or amendments thereto, that meets the
 line 16 requirements of this section.
 line 17 (d) The following are exempt from this section:
 line 18 (1) Projects undertaken pursuant to an approved Natural
 line 19 Community Conservation Plan or approved subarea plan within
 line 20 an approved Natural Community Conservation Plan that includes
 line 21 oaks as a covered species or that conserves oak habitat through
 line 22 natural community conservation preserve designation and
 line 23 implementation and mitigation measures that are consistent with
 line 24 this section.
 line 25 (2) Affordable housing projects for lower income households,
 line 26 as defined pursuant to Section 50079.5 of the Health and Safety
 line 27 Code, that are located within an urbanized area, or within a sphere
 line 28 of influence as defined pursuant to Section 56076 of the
 line 29 Government Code.
 line 30 (3) Conversion of oak woodlands on agricultural land that
 line 31 includes land that is used to produce or process plant and animal
 line 32 products for commercial purposes.
 line 33 (4) Projects undertaken pursuant to Section 21080.5 of the Public
 line 34 Resources Code.
 line 35 (e) (1) A lead agency that adopts, and a project that
 line 36 incorporates, one or more of the measures specified in this section
 line 37 to mitigate the significant effects to oaks and oak woodlands shall
 line 38 be deemed to be in compliance with this division only as it applies
 line 39 to effects on oaks and oak woodlands.
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 line 1 (2) The Legislature does not intend this section to modify
 line 2 requirements of this division, other than with regard to effects on
 line 3 oaks and oak woodlands.
 line 4 (f) This section does not preclude the application of Section
 line 5 21081 to a project.
 line 6 (g) This section, and the regulations adopted pursuant to this
 line 7 section, shall not be construed as a limitation on the power of a
 line 8 public agency to comply with this division or any other provision
 line 9 of law.

 line 10 SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
 line 11 Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because
 line 12 the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
 line 13 district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
 line 14 infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
 line 15 for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
 line 16 the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
 line 17 the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
 line 18 Constitution.

O
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