SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION # 4

For Planning Commission Agenda of:

February 1, 2018

[1] Consent Agenda ltem
[X] Continued Hearing Iltem
[] Public Hearing Item

[] Department Report

[1 Old Business

Re: The Emerald Kid Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit
Application Number: 12251
Case Number/s: CUP16-582, SP16-460
Assessor’s Parcel Number: 522-211-055
Address/location or project: 100 Stagecoach Ln. Willow Creek, CA

Attached is the Holmes to County Supplemental Response.
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ORIGINAL

January 18, 2017

John H. Ford - Director

Humboldt County Planning and Building Department
3015 H Street

Eureka, California 95501

Subject: The Emerald Kid Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit
Application Number 12251
Case Number CUP 16-582, SP 16-460
Assessor’s Parcel Number 522-211-55
100 Stagecoach Lane, Willow Creek

The subject parcel is in a subdivision that is compliant with previous County development ordinances and the
Willow Creek Community Plan. Willow Creek is also a designated Community Plan Area in the current General
Plan, which includes this subject parcel. Similar to the design constraints established in previous subdivisions,
design features and characteristics remain critical because residents wanted, and still want, development to
compliment the character of their neighborhood and community.

Keeping in mind that the design of subdivisions, buildings, streetscapes and open spaces contributes to community
character, this residential area has the opportunity to remain aesthetically appealing and enhance the community of
Willow Creek. Proposed projects should minimize eliciting adverse neighborhood reactions during the permitting
process.

Traditionally, the residential layout in the subject parcel area retains contiguous open space and helps to buffer
adjacent resources and open space uses. Historically, the residences in this area minimize or avoid the use of fences
to avoid interference with habitat circulation and natural landscape views.

A General Plan goal is to provide residential opportunities in a variety of environments to aid in providing a
diversification of Humboldt County housing. Humboldt County is confronting housing problems, including
diversification. Converting existing residences to “grows” is a mistake.

Cannabis Cultivation regulation stipulates that it shall provide for the health, safety, and welfare of the community.
Surrounding the subject parcel is a recently (last 30 days) security fence which averages over 8’-6” in height and
incorporates spearhead pickets clearly intended to intimidate or harm. The fence does not convey an aesthetic
which compliments a residential neighborhood except one that includes a drug cartel. The steel security fence rivals
the new security fence being installed as part of the new juvenile hall project.

The applicant’s fence forecasts and prepares for the dangerous problems the applicant introduces to the neighbors
adjacent to his property, including one who is 89 years old. The long term negative impact of this fence on the
neighborhood will permanently de-value the residential use of this once pastoral, quite-established residential area
within the Willow Creek Community. The new installation of this illegal steel security fence shines a light on this
high-risk adjacency which completely jeopardizes the health, safety, and welfare of the adjacent parcels.

The County is culpable when it hastily processes “form letter” cannabis applications. This is underlined by the
inability of the County to reference or honor the General Plan or CEQA appropriately and professionally. There
have been no historical/existing grows on this site. The site is recently, specifically developed, permitted and built
as a residence within the fabric of a residential neighborhood and part of the Willow Creek Community. The
County’s willingness to ignore decades of a community’s faithful and optimistic efforts for a harried and
questionable application process is shameful.
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Please review these Reference Materials and Documents:
e Exhibit A - Current GIS Map, Existing Neighborhood Context
e Exhibit B - Current GIS Map, Neighborhood Relationship Within The Wlllow Creek Designated
Community Plan Area
e Exhibit C — Photographs relate to Subject Parcel
e Exhibit D - Notice of Public Hearing, January 18, 2018
e Humboldt County General Plan

SUMMARY:

1. The applicant should remove the illegally installed and unpermitted steel security fence that is having an
immediate negative and material impact on the neighborhood.

2. Conditional Use Permits and Special Permits are planning tools and they should not necessarily be
considered to allow non-compatible adjacencies. The adoption of legal cannabis laws, does not grant pre-
approval for permitting. If the alleged merits in these situations actually detract from the greater benefit of a
community, the application should be denied. Conditional Use Permits and Special Permits are not
intended to represent foregone conclusions. The Emerald Kid Conditional Use Permit and Special Permit
should be denied because it will materially and negatively affect the health, safety, and welfare of the
existing community.

Sincere regards,

I:
Tyler Holmes

380 Brannen Mountain Road
P.O. Box 1168 (mail)

Willow Creek, California 95573

Enclosure:
Exhibit A - Current GIS Map, Existing Neighborhood Context
Exhibit B - Current GIS Map, Neighborhood Relationship Within The Willow Creek Designated Community
Plan Area
Exhibit C — Photographs relate to Subject Parcel
Exhibit D- Notices of Public Hearing, January 18, 2018
cc:  APN 522-492-012; File
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Pre-emptive, Unpermitted Steel Security Fence Recently Installed At Existing Residence
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PUBLIC NQOTICE
HUMBOLDT COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Thursday, January 18, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard,
the Humboldt County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Supervisors'
Chamber, Humboldt County Courthouse, 825 Fifth Street, Eureka, California, to consider the
matter listed below. If you have specific questions regarding the proposed project contact
Rodney Yandell, Planner ll, at (707) 445-7541 or ryandell@co.humboldt.ca.us.

The Emerald Kid, Willow Creek areaq; Application Number 12251 (filed December 22, 2016); Case
Number CUP-16-582 and SP-16-440; Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 522-211-055. The Emerald Kid
is seeking a Conditional Use Permit (CUP16-582) for 5,000 square feet of new mixed light
cannabis culfivation and a Special Permit (SP16-460) for 1,600 square feet of indoor cultivation
within an existing non-residential structure. The cultivation activities involve four mixed light cycles
and four indoor cycles. The applicant will have PG&E service the indoor cultivation and will
purchase carbon offsets from TerraPass to meet the indoor requirements for a non-renewable
energy source. The water source comes from Willow creek Community Services and two
rainwater catchment tanks with a total capacity of 5,000 gallons. Irrigation will be completed by
a metered drip irigation system. The projected water usage is about 276,000 gallons a year.
Once dried onsite, the cultivation will be transporfed and processed offsite in a county-
approved processing center. The applicant will have no employees. The Emerald Kid has filed a
Notice of Intent with the North Coast Water Quality Control Board under Tier 2.The Humboldt
County Planning Commission will consider adoption of a finding that the project is exempt from
environmental review pursuant to Sections 15301 (Existing Facilities), 15303 (New Construction or
Conversion of Small Structures) and 15304 (Minor Alterations to Land) of the State CEQA
Guidelines. The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Willow Creek area, on the south
side of Stagecoach Lane, approximately 437 feet west from the intersection of Brannan
Mountain Road and Stagecoach Lane, on the property known as 100 Stagecoach Lane, Willow
Creek.

Any person may appear and present testimony in regard to this matter at the hearing. If you
challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may be limited to raising only those
issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written
correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the public hearing. The
Planning Commission needs ONE ORIGINAL AND 14 COPIES of any materials submitted either
prior to or at the meeting. The Planning Commission's decision will become effective if an
appeal is not filed within the appropriate filing period. An appeal may be filed by any aggrieved
person who has testified in person or in writing on the project and must be submitted in writing
with the required fees to the Planning Division of the Humboldt County Planning and Building
Department before the end of the appeal period. If appedaled, the decision will not become
effective until the appeal is resolved. If you challenge the nature of the proposed action in
ceurt, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public
hearing described in this notice, or in written comespondence delivered to the Planning
Commission at or prior to the public hearing. The staff report for this project will be available on

our web site hitp://humboldt.legistar.com on the Friday before the Planning Commission
meeting.

General questions regarding the Planning Commission, the permit process, submission of
materials, and other information not specific to this project may be obtained from the Planning
Division of the Humboldt County Planning and Building Department, 3015 H Street, Eureka,
Cadlifornia 95501. Telephone (707) 445-7541.

Humboldt County Planning Commission

January 3, 2018
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Planning and Building Department
Planning Division

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

3015 H Street

Eureka CA 95501

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

A e

HOLMES TYLER L
PO BOX BX 1168
WILLOW CREEK CA 95573

Important Public Hearing Notice

Please see reverse for Public Notice.
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