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COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

For the meeting of: April 11,2017

March 17, 2017

Board of Supervisors

omas K. Mattson, Public Works Director

SUBJECT: SPEED HUMPS ON HOLLY STREET (C3J670)

RECOMMENDATIONtS):

That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Open the public hearing regarding the installation of up to two (2) speed humps on Holly Street
between Walnut Drive and Excelsior Street in the Cutten area, receive public testimony, and close
the public hearing.

2. Approve the Speed Hump Engineering Traffic Study for speed humps on Holly Street.

3. Based upon the public testimony, approve or deny the request for the installation of up to two (2)
speed humps on Holly Street between Walnut Drive and Excelsior Street in the Cutten area.

SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Road Fund

DISCUSSION:

The Department of Public Works (Department) received a petition from residents in the Cutten area of
Eureka (Applicants) requesting the installation of speed humps on Holly Street between Walnut Drive and
Excelsior Street (Attachmeijt~2^Tl)&-cQunty has a policy regardingjihe pjacement. installation and removal

Prepared by R. Bronkall/A- Rccve<- CAO Approv al
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and carried by those members present, the Board hereby approves the
recommended action contained in this Board report.

Meeting of: March 28.2017 and April 4.2017
Dated:

By:
AP^'I l laO'7 ,
Kathy Hayes. Clerk of the Board



of speed humps on county maintained roads that was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on July 24,
2007. The Department reviewed the request in conformance with the policy. The Department has received
support for the speed humps from Humboldt Transit Authority, California Highway Patrol and the
Humboldt County Sheriffs Office; however, Humboldt Bay Fire has objected (Attachment 4).

As part of preparing the Speed Hump Engineering Traffic Study, it was discovered that Holly Street does
not have a posted speed limit (Attachment 3). As a result, a speed limit ordinance pertaining to Holly
Street was initially heard by your Board on March 28,2017 and adopted on April 4, 2017.

Due to the existence of the following conditions, a public hearing must be held before the speed humps are
considered for approval by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Section C of the county's speed hump
policy (Attachment 1):

1. The street is a primary route for emergency services.

2. The length of the road is one thousand and one hundred (1,100) feet between stop signs; which is
less than the one thousand and two hundred (1,200) feet minimum set forth in the policy.

3. Humboldt Bay Fire has objected to the proposed speed humps.

If after the public hearing, the speed humps are approved by the Board of Supervisors, the Applicants will
need to apply for and obtain an encroachment permit to construct the speed humps.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:

There is no impact to the road fiind; speed humps are installed at the expense of the Applicants. This item
conforms with the Board of Supervisors' Core Role of providing for and maintaining infrastructure.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None.

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Board discretion.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Coimty of Humboldt Speed Hump Policy

2. Petition Requesting Installation of Speed Humps on Holly Street

3. County of Humboldt Speed Hump Engineering Traffic Study.

4. Response Letters



Attachment 1

County of Humboldt Speed Hump Policy
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Speed Hump Guidelines 07/24/2007

County of Humboldt - Department of Public Works

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

LAND USE DIVISION

1106 Second Street

Eureka, CA 95501
(707) 445-7205

SPEED HUMP PROGRAM

On July 24,2007, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Humboldt adopted guidelines to allow the
placement of speed humps on County maintained right of ways. The guidelines are broken down in
the following sections:

COP^NTS

A. SPEED HUMPS 2

B. ELIGIBLE STREETS 4

C. PROCEDURES FOR INSTALLATION 5

D. PROCEDURES FOR REMOVAL 6

E. INSTALLATION GUIDELINES 7

F. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE (2007 DOLLARS) 7
G. PETITION REQUESTING INSTALLATION OF SPEED HUMPS 8
H. VERIFICATION STATEMENT 9

I. LIST OF ROADS NOT SUITABLE FOR SPEED HUMPS (2007) WITHOUT BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS APPROVAL 10

J. LIST OF AGENCIES CONTACTED 11

LAND USE f:\pwrlc\bronkall\standards&procedurcs\guidelincs - speed humps approved 7-24-2007.doc Page 1



Speed Hump Guidelines 07/24/2007
County of Humboldt - Department of Public Works

A. SPEED HUMPS

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A SPEED HUMP AND A SPEED BUMP?

Speed humps are used on public streets in residential areas to reduce traffic speeds. Speed humps are
12 feet wide and 3 inches to 4 inches high. Their parabolic shape is designed to permit vehicles to
traverse them at reasonable speeds without significant discomfort to the passengers.

Speed bumps are not used on public streets. They are typically found in shopping centers, apartment
complexes, and other private properties. Speed bumps are usually 2 feet to 3 feet wide and 4 inches to
6 inches high. They usually cannot be traversed comfortably at speeds greater than 10 miles per hour.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A SPEED HUMP?

The purpose of a speed hump is to reduce the speed of vehicles on residential streets where excessive
speeding occurs. Excessive speed is defined as the following:

•  The 85 percentile speed (the speed at which 85% of the drivers travel at or under) is 7 or more
miles per hour above the posted speed limit.

Speed humps are not designed to reduce the volume of traffic on residential streets; however, some
drivers may divert to other streets to avoid the humps.

WHERE ARE SPEED HUMPS USED?

Speed humps are not intended for use on all streets. They are permitted on residential streets that have
at least 1200 feet of uninterrupted length between stop signs or traffic signals where the posted or
prima facie speed limit is 25 mph. They are not permitted on arterial streets or on streets that serve as
a primary route for emergency vehicles without Board of Supervisors approval.

ARE SPEED HUMPS EFFECTIVE?

Speed humps have been shown to significantly reduce the speed of vehicles on residential streets.
Studies indicate the 85th percentile speed (that speed below which 85% of all vehicles travel)
decreased by 6 to 7 miles per hour after speed humps were installed.

HOW MANY SPEED HUMPS DO YOU INSTALL ON A STREET?

The number depends on the length of the street. For the humps to be effective they should be installed
in a series, approximately 500 feet to 600 feet apart.

LAND USE f:^\VTk\bronkuII\standards&procedurcs\guidclines - speed humps approved 7-24-2007.doc Page 2



Speed Hump Guidelines 07/24/2007

County of Humboldt - Department of Public Works

ARE THERE DISADVANTAGES TO HAVING SPEED HUMPS ON MY STREET OR MY

NEIGHBOR'S STREET?

There is a potential for more vehicle noise.

Some drivers will drive closer to the curb so that only one side of the car goes over the speed hump.
While this places the vehicle closer to the pedestrian areas, studies have shown these vehicles do not
travel faster than other vehicles.

Some residents feel the additional traffic signs and street painting that accompany the installation of
speed humps detract from the appearance of their neighborhood and could affect the property values.

Some drivers may speed up between the humps to make up for time lost while slowing down to go
over the humps.

There could be a diversion of traffic to adjoining parallel streets from streets where speed humps are
installed.

Emergency response times are delayed approximately 10 seconds per speed hump.

COUNTY MAINTAINED RIGHT OF WAYS -VS- NON-COUNTY MAINTAINED RIGHT

OF WAYS

The County does not have jurisdiction over the placement of traffic calming devices (speed hiimps,
speed bumps, etc.) on non-County maintained rights of ways.

Under this policy, the County will allow the placement of speed humps on County maintained right of
ways. The procedure is described below.

WHO WILL PAY FOR THE COSTS TO INSTALL (OR REMOVE) THE SPEED HUMPS?

The County of Humboldt does not have a program to pay for the installation or removal of speed
humps outside of larger specifically funded projects.

The following methods are available for the installation of speed humps:

•  For mitigating additional traffic caused by new development, speed humps may be installed at
the time of development and fully funded by the project developer (off-site mitigation of traffic
impacts). Speed humps authorized under this item need to be incorporated into project
conditions and approved by the Planning Commission.

•  For engineered traffic calming in new subdivisions, the developer will be required to fund the
entire cost.

•  For new County projects where speed humps are recommended as mitigation during the
environmental review of the new project, funding shall be included in the project.

LAND USE f:\pwrk\brDnka]l\.standards&procedures\guideIines - speed humps approved 7-24-2007.doc Page 3



Speed Hump Guidelines 07/24/2007

County of Humboldt - Department of Public Works

•  For retrofit of existing roads - applicants requesting the speed humps will need to provide all
funding. Applicants will be required to fund the entire cost of the speed hump(s), including any
permitting/design/bidding costs as well as construction costs.

In addition, proposed projects to install speed humps will require review for compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Most projects will likely be exempt from the
requirement to prepare an environmental review document under CEQA. Within the coastal zone, a
coastal development permit may be necessary for the construction of speed humps. The applicant will
be responsible for the cost of the CEQA review and preparation of an environmental document as well
as the cost of obtaining a coastal development permit, as applicable.

WHO WILL MAINTAIN THE SPEED HUMPS?

When the speed humps are constructed on County maintained right of ways to County standards, the
County will then accept future maintenance responsibility for the humps.

B. ELIGIBLE STREETS

A road being proposed for speed humps shall meet all of the following criteria, unless an exception is
otherwise approved by the Board of Supervisors:

1. Road Classification - The road shall not be designated an arterial by the Department of Public
Works.

2. Width - The road shall not have more than two (2) through lanes for vehicular travel.

3. Residential - The majority (at least 51%) of abutting development shall be residential uses.

4. Minimum Length Uninterrupted bv Stop Signs or Traffic Signals - 1,200 feet.

5. Minimum Speed Profile - 85th percentile speed must be or exceed 32 miles per hour.

6. Emergency Services - The road shall not be a priority route for emergency services without
emergency service agency approval.

7. Transit - The road shall not be a transit bus route without transit agency approval.

8. Traffic Volume - The road shall not have an average daily traffic count (total of both
directions) above 13,000.

9. Traffic Safety - The placement of speed humps must not result in a traffic safety hazard.

LAND USE f;\pwrk\bnmkall\standurds«tpn)cedurcs^uide!inc.s - speed humps appnived 7-24-2007.doc Page 4



Speed Hump Guidelines 07/24/2007

County of Humboldt - Department of Public Works

C. PROCEDURES FOR INSTALLATION

When an individual or neighborhood group desires to have a speed hump(s) installed on a County
road, then the following procedure shall be used.

Installation Process
First Informal Meeting with Public Works Staff - Meet with staff to discuss speed humps in your neighborhood.
Staff will determine an appropriate target area to circulate a petition as well as the emergency response agencies to
contact. Contact Department of Public Works, t^nd Use Division staff at 707-445-7205.

Emergency Response Agency Approval - Meet with the Department of Public Works and the appropriate
emergency response agencies to determine what issues, if any, exist for the proposed speed humps.

Petition - A petition signed in support of the speed humps by legal residents of at least 66% of the residential
dwelling units on the street and adjacent streets that may be impacted as determined by the Department of Public
Works. Each business is to be considered equivalent to one residential unit for the purposes of this poll.

Staff Review - Upon receipt of the petition. County staff shall conduct appropriate studies of traffic volume and
speed, area conditions, accident frequency, potential diversion of traffic to adjacent streets, and other factors deemed
necessary. If the project appears feasible, then the applicant shall fund the necessary environmental compliance
requirements under CEQA. If the road is located within the coastal zone, then the applicant may need to fund and
obtain a coastal development permit.

Local Roads and Collector Roads that are not

priority routes for emei^ency services
Public Works Director - The Director of Public

Works shall make the final determination with respect
to inclusion of the street in the speed hump program.

Arterial Roads or roads that are a priority route
for emergency services

Notification of Residents - The County to notify
each resident on the subject street at least 3 weeks
prior to consideration of the item by the Board of
Supervisors. Notice may include the posting of
sign/notice at the location of the proposed hump(s).
When the proposed hump(s) is likely to divert traffic
to other local roads, then those local roads may be
posted with a sign/notice as well.

Board of Supervisors - The Department of Public
Works shall prepare a report for the Board of
Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors will have a
public meeting to consider the staff report, receive
citizen input, and make the final determination with
respect to inclusion of the street in the speed hump
program. The applicant shall fund the public hearing.

Construction - If approved by the Board of Supervisors or the Director of Public Works, the applicant shall fund and
obtain an encroachment permit to construct the speed hump(s). The applicant shall hire and fund a contractor to
construct the speed humps. .No County funds shall be used to construct the speed humps, unless otherwise approved
by the Board of Supervisors.

LAND USE rApwrkVbronkailWaniiard.s&pnx.'eduresVguiclelineis • speed humps approved 7-24-2007.doc Page 5



Attachment 2

Petition Requesting Installation of Speed Humps on Holly Street
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We. !hc undersigned residents hereby reqnesl the County of Hiuuboldt to install speed humiXs) on Holly Street Iviwei'ii
Ex.ceiai-ax. STREET " Wai nm- n^-1 _r»Oivf) We certify that we are legal residents of the property affected

by the speed liunips We agree that speed humps and/or signs may be placed in front of our property at the discretion ol llie Department oj Ihiblii
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RECEIVED

Speed Mump Cuideliiiesi 05/14/2007
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bv the speed hmnps. We agree that speed humps and/or signs may be placed in front of our property at the discretion of the Department o! Public
Wi>rks (Property owner only). We agree that, if in the future we desue to remove the speed hump(s), the hump(s) will only he considered for
a-nioval after receipt of a petition from a substantial maiority (66% or more) askmg for the removal, along with sutficieni funds for their removal
The Department of Public Works reserves the right to remove any or all of the huraps at any time at no cost to the property owners
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.speed Hiiiiip (rijulelines 05/14/2007
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We. the nndersigiied residents hereby request Ihe Cuumy ol Hiimboldt lo install .si>eed hmnixs) on Holly Stireet _ _ hfiwem
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Neighborhood Representative jin, Martin - lfleplione_ .442-.5362 ir./.,,/, .
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Attachment 3

County of Humboldt Speed Hump Engineering Traffic Study



County of Humboldt

Speed Hump Engineering Traffic Study
VEHICLE SPEED DATA AND ROAD CONFIGURATION

Street Name: Holly Street (C3J670) Date: 02/27/2017

Roadway Functional D Local
Classification: Arterial*

Roadway Width: 40' curb to curb

Number of Travel Lanes: 2

Collector O
*Note: Speed Humps on roads designated as

an Arterial require approval from the Board of
Supervisors.

ADT: 1,600+

Note: Speed Humps on roads with more than two through lanes for

vehicular traffic require approval from the Board of Supervisors.

Note: Speed Humps on roads where the ADT exceeds 13,000 (both
directions combined) require approval from the Board of Supervisors.

Two Way Left Turn Lane: □ Yes IE] No

Medians: □ Yes IE! No

Parking Lanes: n One Side

Sidewalks: 1  1 One Side

Bike Lanes: □ Yes M No

Street Lighting: ^ Yes □ No

Terrain: [El Flat (up to 5%)

Curbs: M Yes □ No

Minimum Length between
stop signs or traffic

signals: 1,100

Percent Residential: 100%

Speed Profile: 29

Both Sides

Both Sides

I  I None

I  I None

Emergency Services: Yes* □ No

Yes* □ NoTransit:

Will the Speed Humps
-create a traffic safety

hazard? Yes (described below)*

5 year Accident History 3

□ Moderate (5 to 10%) □ Steep (10+ %)

Note: Speed Humps on roads with less than 1200 feet between stop signs
require approval from the Board of Supervisors.
Note: Speed Humps on roads with less than 51% abutting residential uses
require approval from the Board of Supervisors.
Note: Speed Humps on roads where the 85*^ percentile speed is below 32
MPH require approval from the Board of Supervisors.

*Note: Speed Humps on roads designated as priority route for
emergency services without the support of the emergency response
agency require approval from the Board of Supervisors.
*Note: Speed Humps on roads designated as a transit route without
the support of the transit agency require approval from the Board of
Supervisors.

*Note: Speed Humps that may create a traffic
safety hazard require approval from the Board of

^ No Supervisors.

Other considerations and conditions not readily apparent to drivers:
Accident history does not suggest a speeding problem. All three accidents occurred at either the intersection of Holly and Walnut
or Holly and Excelsior.
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Street Name: Holly Street (C3J670) Date: 02/22/2017

A

2L: 1 isi

r-Location 1 Location 2 \
■ W .

Ai?'
T'*

•1?

Pr
%

A

r*
A

H

ISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION

On the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation and in accordance with the

County of Humboldt's Speed Hump Policy, the following recommendations are made:
Speed Humps Recommended: ^YES I I NO
Board of Supervisor Approval Required: ^ YES D NO

Locations Recommended: Under street light west of Roberts Drive

East of driveway at 2060 Holly Street near

street light

Speed humps, if recommended, shall be constructed to the specifications of the County's
Speed Hump Policy and shall be signed and striped in conformance with the latest edition

of the California Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA-MUTCD).



Attachment 4

Response Letters



SEP/20/20I6/TUE 08:33 AM CHP - Humboldfc FAX No. 707-822-0939 P. 001

HO

ARCATA>£UREKA MRPORTTERMINAL
MdQNLEWILlE
FAX33&-3SW

AVIATiaN e3»-S40f

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
MAILING ADDRESS: 1106 SECOND STREET. EUREKA, OA 95601-0579

AREA CODE 707

PUBUC WORKS BUILOING
SECONOALST., EUREKA

FAX 445-7403

AOMINISTRATION •445-7491
BUSINESS 4dS-78S2
ENGINEEPINQ 445-7377
FACtLITYMAlNTENANCE 445-7463

NATURAL RESOTwCES 445-7741
naturalresourcesplanning 257-9540
PARKS 446-7651
RQADSaBQUIPMeNTWAlNTeNANCe 445-7421

CLARK COUPlfX

HARRIS &H ST.. EUREKA
Fax 445-7388

LAND USE 44S-72GS

09/14/2016

California Highway Patrol
255 E. Samoa Blvd

Arcata^CA 95521

RE: SPEED HUMPS

HOLLY STREET, EUREKA

The Department has received a petition for the installation of two speed humps on Holly Street, a
paved county maintained road in the Cutten area. The approximate location of the speed humps
are shown in the attached diagram. The approval process for ̂ eed humps requires input hom
emergency response agencies. Please provide your agency's comments to the Department hy
Friday 10/07/2016.

You may return the acknowledgement by mail; by fex to 707.445.7388; or by e-mail to
bbronkalI(^£o, humboJdt. ca. us. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at
707.445.7205.

Sincerely,

Robert W, Bronkall

Deputy Director
Land Use Division

3033 "H" Street, Room 17
Eureka, CA 95501

^  ACKNOWLEDGMENT

i^fRficommend approval / No comment

Q Recommend denial

By: C4-^^

Printname: ^

Title;

Date: -3 / ̂  t

Comments;

u:\pwri{\^lflnddevprojeci&\cncroachmcin\6nctpii«. 16\holly slrcct speed huitips\ancfgency lenere.dQcx
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

COUNTY

MAILING ADDRESS 11

OF HUMBOLDT

ADMINISTRATION

BUSINESS
ENGINEERING

EACIL1 rv MAINTENANCE

09/14/2016

Humboldl Couniy ShcrrifT
826 4"' Street
Eureka. CA 95501

06 SECOND STREET EUREKA, CA 95501-0579

AREA CODE 707

PUBLIC VWWKS BUILDING

SECOND HI ST EUREKA

FAX

CLARK COMPLEX

HARRIS &H ST EUREKA
FAXH4B '3ee

445 7451 NATURAl RESOURCFS 44R 7741

445 7652 NATURAL RESOURCES PIANNINC 367 9640

44&-7377 P/U3KS 44676SI

44S-7453 ROADS & EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 445 7421

(AND USE 446 7206

RE: SPEED HUMPS

HOLLN STREET, EUREKA

The Department ha.'L received a peiinon for the installation of Iwo speed humps on 1 lolly Street, a
paved couniy maintained road in the Cutlen area fhe approximate location of the speed humps
arc shown in the attached diagram. The approval process for speed humps requires input from
emergency response agencies. Please provide yL>ur agency's comments to the Department by
Friday 10/07/2016.

You may return the acknowledgement by mail: by fax to 707.445.7388: or by e-mail to
bhronkalha CO. humhoUU ai. us. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at
707.445.7205.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Bronkall

Deputy Director
l,and U.se Division

3033 "H" Street. Rixim 17

Fureka. CA 9550)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

B Recommend approval ■' No comment

f~l Recommend denial

0.V

Print name;

Title.

Date:

WUMSoqjr ^(LeviFP

Comments:

II '<p\vrk liMiiJitL-LiiroKCisWncroiiL'liiiicnl^cnctfniil. '.(iLai lUllup^C.■nu■^l!Cllc^ Iclitiv lIucv



Reeve, Arthur

From: Fridley, Michael

Sent Thursday, September 22, 2016 10:29 AM
To: Bronkall, Bob

Subject: Holly Street speed humps

Good morning Bob

I am the patrol Lieutenant for the Sheriffs Office responsible for the Cutten area. I am familiar with the area that the
speed humps are be considered. As you know Holly Street is a well-used road connecting Excelsior and Walnut. With
that said, I feel the benefits of slowing traffic outweighs the minimal amount of time a Deputy Sheriff would have to
slow down when responding to an emergency call. I am recommending approval. I will email you a copy of the signed
acknowledgement form to you. Call me if you have any questions.

Lieutenant Mike Fridley

Humboldt County Sheriffs Office

Patrol Operations

826 4'^ Street

Eureka, Ca

Desk 268-3608

Email: mfridlev@co.humboldt.ca.us



From: Greg Pratt [greg@hta.org]
Sent: Wednesday, March 01, 2017 7:01 AM
To: Bronkail, Bob
Subject: RE: Speed Humps on Holly Street

Hi Bob,

Thank you for the drawing. HTA is supportive of the two proposed speed bumps on Holly Street.

Greg Pratt

General Manager

Humboldt Transit Authority

133 V Street Eureka, CA 95501

(707) 443-0826 ext. 101

ereg@hta.org

From: BBronkall@co.humboldt.ca.us fmailto:BBronkall@co.humboldt.ca.us1

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 11:27 PM

To: Greg Pratt <greg@hta.org>

Subject: RE: Speed Humps on Holly Street

These ones are essentially speed tables. It is a gradual increase with a flat area on top, then a gradual

decrease. It's 22 feet long. See the attached .pdf for the details.

Please let me know if this is supported by HTA.

-Bob

From: Greg Pratt fmailtQ:areQ@hta.ora1
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2017 12:17 PM
To: Bronkail, Bob
Subject: RE: Speed Humps on Holly Street

Hi Bob,

Any idea yet on the type of speed bumps you will be installing? I'm curious if they are the ones you

practically have to come to a stop for to be able to drive over them.

Greg Pratt

General Manager

Humboldt Transit Authority

133 V Street Eureka, CA 95501

(707) 443-0826 ext. 101

greg@hta.ore

From: BBronkall@co.humboldt.ca.us fmal}to:BBronkall@co.humboldt.ca.us1

Sent: Monday, February 27, 2017 3:16 PM



To: Greg Pratt <gree@hta.org>

Subject: Speed Humps on Holly Street

Greg-

The Department has received a request to install speed humps on Holly Street in the Cutten area. Holly

Street is a transit route. Therefore, the Department is looking for concurrence with HTA regarding the
installation of speed humps. Please let me know your thoughts.
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Thanks.

"Bob

Sincerely,

Robert W. Bronkall, RE, LS
Deputy Director
County of Humboldt | Department of Public Works | Land Use Division
te/; 707.445.7205x367 fax: 707.445.7388 e-mail: bbrQnkall@co.humboldt.ca.us
o/f/ce; Clark Complex j 3033 "H" Street, Room 17 | Eureka | CA | 95501
mail: 1106 Second Street I Eureka I CA I 95501



Ho

ARCATA-EUREKAAIRPOHl rEHMtNAL
McKINlf; VVH > P

FA* 83S-3556

AVIATION e39.SACt

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

MAILING ADDRESS

AOMINISTnATION

BUSINESS

ENGINEERING

1106 SECOND STREET EUREKA, OA 95501-0579

AREA CODE 707

PUBLIC WUNKh bUlLUINU

SECOND 4LSr eureka

FAX 446-.'409

FACILITV MAINTENANCE 445-749:

CLARK COMPLSa

HARRIS 4 H ST EUREKA

FAX 445-7388

445-7481 NATURAL RESOURCES 445-7741

445-7652 NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING 267-9540

445-7377 PARKS 445-7661

LANOUSE 445-7205

ROADS S ECUK^ENT MAINTENANCE 445-7421

09/14,^2016

Humboldt Bay Fire Station 1
533 C Street

Furpka PA 95501

RE: SPEED HI MPS

HOLLY STREET, ELREKA

The Department has received a petition tor the installation of two speed humps on Holly Street, a
paved county maintained road in the Cutten area. The approximate location of the speed humps
are shown in the attached diagram. The approval process for speed humps requires input from
emergencv response agencies. Please prov ide your agenc> s comments'io the Department by
Friday 10/07/2016.

You may return the acknowledgement by mail: bv fax to 707.445.7388; or by e-mail to
bhrvnkull a.t o.humholdi cii. us. If you have an> questions, please feel free to call me at
707.445.7205.

Sincerelv.

13" 12.
Robert W. Bronkali

Depuiv Director
Land Use Divi.sion

3033 "H" Street. Room I 7

Fureka, CA 95501

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

rn Recommend approval No comment

JS^Recommend denial '

By-

Print name:

Title:

Date;

"^r)1
P" CU.\f P

Comments:
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HUMBOLDT B AV FIRE joint Powers Authority
533 C Street • Eureka, California 95501-0340 • (707) 441-4000
Fax (707) 441-4133 • www.hbfire.org • email: info(^hbfire.org

September 2!, 2016

Robert W. Bronkali

Deputy Director
Land Use Division

3033 "H" Street, Room 17

Eureka, CA 95501

RE; SPEED HUMPS, HOLLY STREET, EUREKA

Dear Mr. Bronkali.

I have reviewed the letter and map detail regarding the proposed speed humps being requested
for installation on Holly Street between Excelsior Street and Walnut Drive. The detail depicts
two speed humps on Holly Street.

Humboldt Bay Fire JPA provides emergency response to incidents including fires, rescues,
extrications, medical calls, hazardous material calls, natural gas leaks, and a host of non-
emergency calls within the greater Eureka area, including Cutten. Holly Street is used as an
emergency response route providing the shortest, most efficient travel route for fire units
responding between the Rosewood area (D, E, F area south of Hodgson Street) and Cutten, and
vice versa. The route is additionally used by the ambulance and law enforcement.

Humboldt Bay Fire is opposed to the placement of speed humps on Holly Street. Speed humps
are known to reduce response times for fire engines by up to 10 seconds per hump, and can cause
even longer reductions for ladder trucks and ambulances. This has been shown time and again in
studies conducted in many locations across the county, such as by the Portland Bureau of
Transportation, City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation and Los Angeles City Fire
Department, Eugene Fire & Emergency Medical Services, and the Institute of Traffic Engineers.
In the 2013 study conducted by the Los Angeles Department of Transportation and the Los
Angeles Fire Department, the Department of Transportation recommended that the City of Los
Angeles suspend the installation of .speed humps altogether. While speed humps and other
roadway traffic calming devices are typically designed for a 15-25 mile per hour safe crossing
speed, large, heavy vehicles, vehicles with a long wheel base, and vehicles carrying patients or
persons as cargo must off en traverse the calming devices at an even slower rate of speed.
Compound this with placement of multiple devices, and vital seconds are added to emergency-
response.

As one considers an increased response time as a result of an emergency vehicle slowing for one
or more speed humps, an increase of 10 to 40 seconds may not seem like much. However, when
one considers that brain death occurs in 4-6 minutes in a person who has stopped breathing, that



increased response time reduces the survivability profile of a victim. In other words, the longer it
takes emergency personnel to get on scene and provide basic life support and advanced life
support treatment to a person having a heart attack or not breathing, the less chance that the
person will survive.

While response times are the most critical concern, additional wear and tear on our emergency
response vehicles is a close second. As we know, many of the roads in our area have experienced
deferred maintenance over the past years due to budget constraints. This places a higher level of
wear upon our emergency vehicles. Add to this the addition of speed humps, tables, or bumps,
and the wear and tear on vehicles increases further. Wear and tear does not come without a cost

to keep units repaired and operational, yet we struggle with ever decreasing budgets to
accomplish these tasks.

To reiterate, Humboldt Bay Fire is opposed to the installation of the proposed speed humps on
Holly Street, and to the installation of speed humps at any location within our jurisdiction. We
are open to consideration and discussion of other options if there are ideas that could be used in
this area. Installation of bulbs, neck downs, active speed control signage showing actual speed of
vehicles, or "choke" type constrictions on the roadway could be options to explore.

If you have any questions, please donT hesitate to contact me at 441-4000.

Sincerely,

Bill Gillespit
Fire Chief

Humboldt Bay Fire


