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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Certified copy of portion of proceedings. Meeting of March 14, 2017

ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
AMENDING SECTION 311 -7 OF THE HUMBOLDT COUNTY CODE BY REZONING

PROPERTY IN THE BENBOW AREA (ZR-14-002, MILK RANCH)

ORDINANCE NO. 2570

The Board of Supervisors off the County off Humboldt do ordain as follows:

SECTION 1. ZONE AMENDMENT. Section 311-7 of the Humboldt County Code is hereby
amended by reclassifying 705 acres in the Benbow area from Agricultural Exclusive (AE) and
Agricultural Exclusive with a Building Site Combining Zone specifying a 160 acre minimum parcel size
(AE-B-5 (160)) into Timberland Production Zone (TPZ), as described in the attached Exhibit A.

The area described is also shown on the Humboldt County Zoning Map [R49, R50] and on the map
attached as Exhibit B.

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after
the date of its passage.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 14^ day of March, 2017 on the following vote, to
wit:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT: Supervisors

Supervisors Sundberg, Fennell, Bass, Bohn, Wilson
Supervisors

u
VIRGINtA BASS, Chair
Board of Supervisors of the County of Humboldt,
State of California

(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
of the County of Humboldt. State of California

Ana Hartwell, Deputy
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EXHIBIT A

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

All that real property situated in the County of Humboldt, State of California, described as

follows;

Those portions of Sections 7, 8, 17, and 18 in Township 5 South, Range 4 East, Humboldt

Meridian, as shown on the attached map.
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AnACHAAENT2

Summary of Ordinance, Map to be published (Exhibit A)
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POST-ADOPTION SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE

(For publicotion after adoption)

On March 14,2017, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 25^K^,
which amends the zoning of property in the Benbow area known 223-042-005, 223-042-006,223-
043-004, 223-044-003, 223-045-001, and 223-045-008, by rezoning these lands out of Agriculture
Exclusive with a combining zone specifying o minimum parcel size of 160 acres [AE-B5(160)] to
Timberland Production Zone [TPZ). The new zones will become effective thirty (30) days after the
date of adoption. The names of the Supervisors voting for and against are as follows:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

Supervisors:

Supervisors:

Supervisors:

A copy of the Ordinance is posted In the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supen/isors, 825 Fifth
Street, Eureka, California.
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ATTACHMENTS

Resolution No.

Tentatively Dls-establlshlng a portion of the Schmook Ranch Agricultural Preserve and Tentatively
cancelling the associated portion of the Land Conservation Contract

Milk Ranch Zone Reclassification 9424 March 14,2017 Page 15



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Certified copy of portion of proceedings, Meeting of March 14,2017

RESOLUTION NO. 17-23

RESOLUTION MAKING THE REQUIRED FINDINGS OF TENTATIVE DIS
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PORTION OF THE SCHMOOK RANCH AGRICULTURAL

PRESERVE AND TENTATIVE CANCELLATION OF THE ASSOCIATED PORTION OF THE

LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACT (RESOLUTION 75-5)

WHEREAS, the County of Humboldt has been requested to dis-establish an agricultural preserve
as to the lands described below and illustrated on the attached map; and

WHEREAS, the County of Humboldt is authorized to establish and dis-establish agricultural
preserves and to enter into and cancel Land Conservation Contracts pursuant to the California Land
Conservation Act of 1965 (hereafter the "Act") and the County's Resolution Establishing Guidelines for
Agricultural Preserves (hereafter the "Guidelines"); and

WHEREAS, the Planning Division on October 30,2014 transmitted the petition for immediate
cancellation to the Department of Conservation as required pursuant to Government Code Section 51284;
and

WHEREAS, the Department of Conservation responded with comments by letter dated
November 20, 2014; and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors gave notice pursuant to Government
Code Section 51284 and held a public hearing on March 14,2017 to consider the rezoning of the property
into Timberland Production Zone status and to consider the request for partial dis-establishment of the
Schmook Ranch agricultural Preserve and tentative cancellation of the associated portion of Land
Conservation Contract No. 75-5, Recorded February 28,1975 in Volume 1277, page 134 of Official
Records; and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors approved the rezoning of the property
into Timberland Production; and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors considered the comments by the
Department of Conservation in accordance with Government Code Section 51284.1(d); and

WHEREAS, the Humboldt Coimty Board of Supervisors considered the evidence submitted by
the petitioner in support of the Public Interest Findings under Section 51282 of the California Government
Code as follows:

The tentative cancellation is in the public interest because a) other public concerns
substantially outweigh the objectives of the Williamson Act, and b) there is no proximate,
noncontracted land which is both available and suitable for the proposed use; and

WHEREAS, the project is statutorily exempt per Section 15264 and Section 15063(b,3) of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Humboldt finds that the
cancellation of the Land. Conservation Contract is in the public interest and adopts the Findings for
Tentative Cancellation of a portion of Land Conservation Contract 75-5 as set forth in Exhibit 1, which is
attached and incorporated herein as if set forth in its entirety.
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Certified copy of portion of proceedings. Meeting of March 14,2017

RESOLUTION NO. 17-23

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Board is directed to;

1. Record the Certificate of Rezoning (Notice of Timberland Production Zone Status) with the
Humboldt County Recorder's Office.

2. Publish the Notice of Decision as set forth in Government Code Section 51284.

3. Provide a copy of the published Notice of Decision to the Department of Conservation.
4. Record the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation pursuant to Government Code Section

51283.4(b).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that once the ordinance rezoning the subject property into
Timberland Production becomes effective, the Planning Division is directed to transmit the Certificate of
Cancellation to the Board of Supervisors for execution and recordation in accordance with Government
Code Section 61283.4(b).

Dated: March 14, 2017

LGINIVIRGINIA BASS, Chair

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

Adopted on motion by Supervisor Fennell, seconded by Supervisor Wilson, and the following vote:

AYES: Supervisors Sundberg, Fennell, Bass, Bohn, Wilson
NAYS: Supervisors
ABSENT: Supervisors
ABSTAIN: Supervisors

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
County of Humboldt )

I, KATHY HAYES, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, County of Humboldt, State of California, do
hereby certify the foregoing to be an original made in the above-entitled matter by said Board of
Supervisors at a meeting held in Eureka, California.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed the Seal of said Board of

Supervisors.

By ANA HARTWELL
Deputy Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Humboldt, State of California
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Exhibit 1

Findings of Tentative Canceilation for
Wiiiiamson Act Land Conservation Contract No. 75-5

for Milk Ranch

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Humboldt must make the following findings for
tentative cancellation of a portion of Williamson Act Land Conservation Contract No. 75-5:

1. Government Code Section 51282(a) states that cancellation of a Williamson Act land
conservation contract may occur if the cancellation is in the public interest;

2. In order to find that the cancellation of a land conservation contract is in the public
interest, the Board must find that:

a) 'Other public concerns substantially outweigh the objectives of the Williamson Act;
and

b) There is no proximate, non-contracted land which is both available and suitable for
the proposed use, or that development of the contracted land would provide more
contiguous patterns of urban development.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Humboldt finds that cancellation of the proposed
portion of the Schmook Ranch Williamson Act contract is in the public interest for reasons
stated below:

A. Other public concerns outweigh the obiectives of the Williamson Act as it is applied to

this property.

The Schmook Ranch Agricultural Preserve was entered into the Williamson Act program in
1975 primarily as a timber ranch, before the existence of the Timberland Production Zone
(TPZ) classification and the amendments to the County's Williamson Act Guidelines
requiring a majority of the land in the preserve to be grazing land. Over the subsequent
years, natural regeneration of conifers has resulted in former grazing land within the
preserve returning to timberland. Accordingly, these portions of the ranch are no longer
eligible for the Williamson Act program, and should be removed from the program.

The County's Williamson Act Program and Timberland Production Zoning are
implementation measures of the Open Space Element of the Humboldt County General
Plan (Framework Plan). The rezoning of timberland into Timberland Production Zone (TPZ)
is strongly encouraged by adopted policies within the County's Framework Plan. In
particular. Section 2513 of the County's Framework Plan provides that the County should
"actively protect and encourage timberlands for long term economic utilization and to
actively enhance and increase county timber production capabilities." Reclassification of
these lands into TPZ status will protect the existing timberlands and encourage further
timber production.

Section 51246(b) of the California Government Code directs these lands, upon rezoning, to
be removed from the Williamson Act Program. Immediate removal of these lands under
Section 51282.5 of the California Government Code is consistent with the objectives of the
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Williamson Act and the Humboldt County Williamson Act Guidelines. Additionally, removal
of timberland from the Williamson Act program through TP2 rezonlng and subsequent
cancellation was a recommendation of the Department of Conservation's Humboldt County
Williamson Act compliance audit completed in July of 2005. For all of these reasons, the
Immediate cancellation of these lands pursuant to Section 51282.5 of the California
Government Code is in the public interest.

B. There is No Available and Suitable Proximate Non-Contracted Land-for the Use Proposed
on the Contracted land, or that development of the contracted land would provide more

coritlQUQus patterns of urban development.

The existing use of the property is primarily timber production, and the proposed use is to
remain as timber production. There is no development proposed as part of this cancellation,
and the use of these lands for timber production under Timber Production Zone regulations
and restrictions are consistent with the implementation of the County's Open Space Element
and will continue to direct development to areas more contiguous to existing urban
development.
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ATTACHMENT 4

Certificate of Tentative Cancellation of tlie appiicable
portion of Land Conservation Contract No. 75-5

Milk Ranch Zone Reclassification 9424 March 14,2017 Page 20



Recording requested by:
County of Humboldt
Planning and Building Department

When recorded return to:

Humboldt County Planning Division
3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Humboldt Recorder
le-'HUnioLDT CNTV

Pages 5

Recording Fee; $ ®-®®
Tax Fee: . *0.00

*** CONFORMED COPY ***

SPACE ABOVE FOR RECORDER USE ONLY

CERTIFICATE OF TENTATIVE CANCELLATION OF THE WILLIAMSON ACT LAND

CONSERVATION CONTRACT NO. 75-5

In accordance with Article 5, Chapter 7, Division 1 of Title 5 (beginning with Section
51280) of the Government Code of the State of California, the County of Humboidt has
granted approval of a petition by Fruitland Ridge LLC, hereinafter referred to as
LANDOWNER, for tentative cancellation of the following described Williamson Act Land
Conservation Contract:

Land Conservation No. 75-5, Recorded in Volume 1277, Page 134 of Official
Records

For Assessor Parcel Nos. 223-042-005, 223-042-006, 223-043-004, 223-044-003, 223
045-001, 223-045-008; totaling approximately 705 acres.

Legal Description: See Exhibit A attached to this certificate and incorporated herein as
though specifically set forth at length.

The petition for cancellation was accompanied by a proposal for a specific alternative
use of the land, which has been approved by the Board of Supervisors on May 24,
2016.

The Board of Supervisors will, in accordance with Government Code Section
51283.4(b), within thirty (30) days of receipt of written notice from the landowner that the
conditions and contingencies hereinafter set forth have been satisfied, the Board of
Supervisors shail make its determination whether or hot such conditions and
contingencies are in fact satisfied and, if it determines that they are satisfied, will
execute, by its Chair, a Certificate of Cancellation of the Agricultural Preserve Contract
covering the land described above and cause same to be recorded.

The conditions and contingencies which must be satisfied prior to execution of a
Certificate of Cancellation by the Chair of the Board of Supervisors are as follows:

1. Upon the effective date of the ordinance rezoning the subject property into
Timberland Production. '



If the landowner has been unable to satisfy the above conditions and contingencies,
they shall so notify, the Board of Supervisors of the particular conditions or
contingencies which they are unable to satisfy. Within thirty (30) days after receipt of
such notice, and upon a determination that the landowner is in fact unable to satisfy
such conditions and contingencies, the Board of Supervisors, by its Chair, shall execute
a Certificate of Withdrawal of this Certificate of Tentative Cancellation and cause such

certificate to be recorded.

I certify the foregoing approval and the issuance of this Certificate of Tentative
Cancellation were authorized by action duly taken by the Humboldt County Board of
Supervisors in regular session held oh March 14, 2017.

By Order of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

Kathy Hayes,
Clerk of the Board

Board of Supervisors

By:
^ Deputy Clerk



Certificate of Acknowledgment

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the
individual who signed the document to which this certificate is attached, and not the
truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of that document.

State of California )

County of Humboldt )

On March 23,2017 before me, S ̂UX n n f, m . L i ^ p
personally appeared ANA HARTWELL, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence
to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
he executed the same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument the
person, or the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.

I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal. aOWNKS M. LIPPRI I
Notary Public • Cilifornta S

Humboldt County -i
Commission # 2172472 g

My Comm. Expires Nov 18 20201
I# 1/ lu



EXHIBIT A

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

All that real property situated in the County of Humboldt, State of California, described as

follows:

Those portions of Sections 7, 8,17, and 18 in Township 5 South, Range 4 East, Humboldt

Meridian, as shown on the attached map.
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