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To: Humboldt County Planning Commission 
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The attached staff report has been prepared for your consideration of the Mercer Fraser Permit 
application at the public hearing on March 2, 2017. 
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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 
 

Hearing Date 
March 2, 2017 

Subject: Surface Mining Permit, Conditional Use Permit, 
Reclamation Plan, and Special Permit 

Contact 
Michael Wheeler 

 
Project Description:   Renewal of a Conditional Use Permit, Special Permit, Reclamation Plan, 
and review of financial assurance cost estimates for an existing surface mining and processing 
operation and modification of the Conditional Use Permit to allow for the siting and operation of 
a concrete batch plant.  A 15-year permit term renewal is requested.  The project involves the 
extraction of 40,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel from Trinity River gravel bars.  Aggregate 
materials are temporarily stockpiled and loaded onto trucks or off-road haulers and then 
transported to the existing adjacent processing site or to off-site locations.  Processing operations 
involve material crushing and/or sorting, onsite storage of materials, production of asphalt, and 
weighing and hauling by truck.  Site improvements existing at the southern portion of the 
processing area include a hot mix asphalt plant, rock crusher, screen, settling basin, gate, office 
and scales.  A new concrete batch plant is proposed. Under the current permit, hours of 
operation are restricted to daylight hours Monday through Saturday, generally 7:00 am to 6:00 
pm. 
 
Project Location:   In Humboldt County, in the Willow Creek area, on the east side of State 
Highway 96, just east from the intersection of State Highway 96 and Brannan Mountain Road on 
properties known as 533 and 775 State Highway 96. 
 
Present Plan Land Use Designations:  Agricultural Rural (AR), Commercial Recreation (CR), Public 
Lands (P) 
 
Present Zoning:  Agriculture Exclusive (AE), Highway Service Commercial (CH), Flood Plain (FP) 
 
Case Numbers:  SMP 16-002, CUP 16-013, RP 16-002, SP 16-024          Application Number: 10345 
 
Assessor Parcel Numbers:  522-142-010-000, 522-145-004-000, 522-145-006-000, 522-491-004-
000, 522-491-015-000, 522-491-016-000, 522-491-017-000, 522-491-020-000, 522-491-021-000, 522-
491-023-000  
 
Applicant 
Mercer Fraser Company 
Mark Benzinger 
77 West Second Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Owner 
   

Agent 
Harrison et al 
c/o Mark Harrison 
980 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Additional Owners: 
S&S Cornerstone Developments LLC Co, c/o Kenny Smith, PO Box 904, Willow Creek, CA, 95573, ,  
Mason Daryl, 2636 Jacoby Creek Rd, Bayside, CA, 95524, ,  
 
Environmental Review:  Yes. 
 
State Appeal Status:  Project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal Commission 
 
Major Issues:  Batch plant siting 
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North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District: Recommend approval. 
 
California Office of Mine Reclamation: No issues with renewal. 
 
Hoopa Valley Tribe:  Commented on extraction methods, which are reviewed by CHERT. 
 
Regional Water Quality Control Board: If commercial sale of rock and gravel products is part of 
the operation then the applicant needs to submit a SWPPP, NOI and associated deliverables in 
order to obtain an Industrial General Stormwater Permit through the SWRCB. 
 
North West Information Center: No further study recommended. 
 
Based on information in the application, and a review of relevant references in the Department, 
staff has determined that, provided the project conditions of approval and mitigation measures 
identified in the Conditional Negative Declaration are required as operating conditions, no 
adverse effects on fish and wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends will 
result. 
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