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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 
 

Hearing Date 
March 2, 2017 

Subject   
Coastal Development Permit and Conditional Use Permit 

Contact 
Michael Wheeler 

 
Project Description:   The applicant requests a Coastal Development Permit and Conditional Use 
Permit for siting a temporary portable asphalt plant on property owned by Green Diamond Company 
near Big Lagoon in support of a regionally important Caltrans construction project on Highway 
101.  The proposed location is industrially zoned and has historically been used for heavy industrial 
activities, including a lumber mill site.  The asphalt plant and ancillary equipment includes storage bins, 
storage piles, and will involve support vehicles such as a loader, water truck, and material transport 
haul trucks.  A one year permit is requested from March 2017 to March 2018 to facilitate completion of 
the Caltrans paving project within the construction schedule. 
 
Project Location:  The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Big Lagoon area, on the east side 
of US Highway 101, approximately 1.44 miles southeast from the intersection of US Highway 101 and LP 
Mill Road, on the properties known as 109465 St Hwy 101 and known to be in the SE 1/4 of Section 
19 Township 09N Range 01E. 
 
Present Plan Land Use Designations:  Heavy Industrial (MH), North Coast Area Plan (NCAP) 
 
Present Zoning:  (MG/F,R) Industrial General (MG), Flood Hazard Areas (F), Streams and Riparian 
Corridor Protection (R) 
 
Case Numbers:  CDP 17-001, CUP 17-004    Application Number: 13404 
 
Assessor Parcel Numbers:  517-155-007-000, 517-155-008-000  
 
Applicant 
Mercer Fraser Co 
Mark Benzinger 
200 Dinsmore Drive 
Fortuna, CA 95540 

Owner 
California Redwood Company CR 
DBA Big Lagoon Sawmill 
PO Box 1089 
Arcata, CA 95518  

Agent 
None 
 
 

 
Environmental Review:  Yes 
 
State Appeal Status:  Project is appealable to the California Coastal Commission 
 
Major Issues:  None  
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MERCER FRASER COMPANY COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
Case Numbers CDP-17-001 and CUP-17-004 

Assessor Parcel Numbers 517-155-007-000, 517-155-008-000 
 
Recommended Planning Commission Action 
1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda. 
2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application. 
3. If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as a part of 

the consent agenda: 
 
Move that Humboldt County, as Lead Agency, adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration and 
exercising independent judgement finds the project’s impacts are adequately addressed and to 
make all of the required findings for approval of the Coastal Development Permit and Conditional Use 
Permit based on evidence in the staff report and any public testimony, and adopt the Resolution 
approving the proposed Mercer Fraser Big Lagoon project subject to the recommended conditions.   
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The applicant requests a Coastal Development Permit and Conditional Use Permit for siting a 
temporary portable asphalt plant on property owned by Green Diamond Company near Big Lagoon 
in support of a regionally important Caltrans construction project on Highway 101.  The proposed 
location is industrially zoned and has historically been used for heavy industrial activities, including a 
lumber mill site.  The asphalt plant and ancillary equipment includes storage bins, storage piles, and 
will involve support vehicles such as a loader, water truck, and material transport haul trucks.  A one 
year permit is requested from March 2017 to March 2018 to facilitate completion of the Caltrans 
paving project within the construction schedule.  Construction is estimated to take about 48 working 
days and be completed before the winter season.   
 
 
ALTERNATIVES:   1) The Planning Commission could elect to add or delete conditions of approval; 2) 
The Planning Commission could deny approval of the requested permits if you are unable to make all 
of the required findings.  Planning Division staff is confident that the required findings can be made 
based on the submitted evidence and subject to the recommended conditions of approval.  
Consequently, planning staff does not recommend further consideration of these alternatives. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISION OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
Resolution Number 17-____ 

 
Case Numbers CDP-17-001 and CUP-17-004 

 Assessor Parcel Numbers 517-155-007, 517-155-008 
 

Makes the required findings for certifying compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
and conditionally approves the Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans) Coastal Development Permit 
and Special Permit request.  
 
WHEREAS, the Mercer Fraser Company submitted an application and evidence in support of 
approving a Coastal Development Permit and Conditional Use Permit for temporarily siting an asphalt 
batch plant on an industrial property in the Big Lagoon area; and 
WHEREAS, the County Planning Division has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and 
has referred the application and evidence to involved reviewing agencies for site inspections, 
comments and recommendations; and 
WHEREAS, the project is subject to environmental review pursuant to of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA); and 
WHEREAS, Humboldt County Planning, as the Lead Agency, prepared and circulated a draft 
Mitigated Negative Declaration on January 25, 2017; 
WHEREAS, no agencies provided comments or recommendation on the circulated draft Mitigated 
Negative Declaration ; and 
WHEREAS, the County of Humboldt, as Lead Agency pursuant to Section 15381 CEQA Guidelines, has 
considered the environmental effects of the project as shown and described in the draft Mitigated 
Negative Declaration in Attachment 5; and 
WHEREAS, the County of Humboldt has determined that the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration in 
Attachment 5 adequately addresses the project’s impacts based on the independent judgment of 
the County of Humboldt; and  
WHEREAS, Attachment 2  in the Planning Division staff report includes evidence in support of making all 
of the required findings for approving the proposed Coastal Development Permit and Conditional Usel 
Permit. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by Zoning Administrator that: 
 

1. Pursuant to Section 15096 of the CEQA Guidelines, the Planning Commission has considered 
the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration in Attachment 5, and exercising independent 
judgement finds the project’s impacts are adequately addressed; and 

2. The Planning Commission makes the findings in Attachment 2 of the Planning Division staff 
report for Case Numbers CDP17-001 and CUP-17-004,  based on the submitted evidence; and 

3.  The Planning Commission conditionally approves the proposed Conditional Use Permit as 
recommended in the Planning Division staff report for Case Numbers CDP-17-001, CUP-17-004. 
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Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on March 2, 2017. 
 
The motion was made by Commissioner   and seconded by Commissioner  . 
 
AYES: Commissioners:  
NOES: Commissioners:  
ABSTAIN:  Commissioners:  
ABSENT: Commissioners:  
DECISION:   
 
            
      Robert Morris, Chair 
 
 
I, Suzanne Lippre, Clerk to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said 
Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      
 
 
 __________________________  _
  
 Suzanne Lippre, Clerk 
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