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COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

AGENDA ITEM NO.

Date: January 24, 2017

For the meeting of: February 7,2017

To: Board of Supervisors

From: Supervisor Rex Bohn

Subject: Letter to the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District requesting that
any reference to the Humboldt County Fish & Game Advisory Commission as a source for
developing the Conservation Measure REC-1 be deleted in the Coast Seafood North Bay
Aquaculture Expansion Project Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR).

RECOMMENDATIQNtSL That the Board of Supervisors send a letter to the Humboldt Bay Harbor,
Recreation, and Conservation District requesting that any reference to the Humboldt County Fish & Game
Advisory Commission as a source for developing the Conservation Measure REC-1 be deleted in the Coast
Seafood North Bay Aquaculture Expansion Project FEIR.

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

DISCUSSION: On January 17, 2017, the Humboldt County Fish & Game Commission (HCF&GC) voted
to request the Board of Supervisors send a letter to the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and
Conservation District requesting that any reference, using HCF&GC as a source for developing the
Conservation Measure REC-1, be deleted in the Coast Seafood FEIR.

In referencing the Coast Seafood FEIR, Conservation Measure REC-1 was developed based on
conversations with several sources knowledgeable of Humboldt Bay hunting sites, including meeting with
the Humboldt County Fish and Game Advisory Commission on April 21, 2015. However, the HCF&GAC
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took no action at that meeting and made no recommendations to the Board of Supervisors related to the
Coast Seafood FEIR. Thereforej as an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors in all matters concerning
fish and wildlife within the County of Humboldt, the HCF&GAC is requesting the Board of Supervisors
send a letter to the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District requesting that any
reference to the HCF&GAC as a source of developing the Conservation Measure REC-1 be deleted in the
Coast Seafood North Bay Aquaculture Expansion Project FEIR

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Board discretion.

ATTACHMENTS: Proposed Letter
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
825 5™ STREET

EUREKA. CALIFORNIA 95501-1153 PHONE (707) 476-2390 FAX (707) 445-7299

February 7, 2017

Jack Crider, Executive Director

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District

P.O. Box 1030

Eiireka, California 95502-1030

Dear DirgctofCnder:

On behalf of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors, 1 am writing to request that the

Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District remove any references to the
Humboldt County Fish & Game Advisory Commission (HCF&GAC) as a source for developing

the Conservation Measure REC-1 in the Coast Seafood North Bay Aquaculture Expansion

Project Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR).

The Fish & Game Advisory Commission advises the Board of Supervisors on all matters

concerning fish and wildlife within Humboldt County. However, the HCF&GAC is an advisory

body of the Board of Supervisor and can make no recommendations without Board approval.

While the HCF&GAC received information on the Coast Seafood North Bay Aquaculture

Expansion Project at their April 21, 2015 meeting, the HCF&GAC took no action or made any
recommendations to the Board following that presentation.

Therefore, we are respectfully requesting that any reference to the Humboldt County Fish &

Game Advisory Commission in the Conservation Measure REC -1 be removed.

Sincerely,

u
Virginia Bass, Chair

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

VB:kh



REC-1:

Coast shall avoid operations in the mapped are of the EBMA from midnight until
sunset on days designated by CDFW as brant hunting days, including season
opening and closing days (typically brant hunting is limited to Wednesdays,
Saturdays, and Sundays between November 15 and December IS). This
conservation measure shall not apply in the case of emergency conditions or other
operations, such as marine debris removal, required by Coast to comply with other
conditions of approval or mitigation measures, or ensure the safety of its
operations.



twgiiit.' the akcmaiKe ̂presents an unrcusonohle financial risk to the applicant, is not
nperBtbnall> or ecunomic^l)' i^ibic. and does not meet the basic project t^Jectivcs. it is rejected
from further cunskkrtfton.

Topical Response No. 6: Hunting impacts

( omntents rccched on the R-t>EiR included concerns thai the project would restrict access to
Huinboidt Bov himling grounds and that the project would reduce brant mvS waterlbwl populauns
avaibbic for hunting. As noted n the R-DF.IR. the pmjcct resoih in tfie .sporadic flushing of
birds due to noise from boats and Coast's operations: however, this impact b considered less than
k%nilkant because the increase in boat trips would onK' be two to three addilion;^ boat trips per
da>. To reduce mparts to bnmt hunting. thcR-DEIR in«>rporates Conservation Measure RhC-L
where Coast will avoid prima> brant hunting areas in the f-.ftM'X during brant hunting season. To
further address thb cunoem. the FEIR iiKorporaies disoissbn of an additiona] altcmat Ivc that docs
not include my e^tpansion ofC«»st's opcrttional fbot|nint within the FBM/V ForadditioTuil
malysisorthbaltemative.saBFEIR Section 4. KeviacnstotheR-DFIR.

Conservation Measure RtC-l was developed based on oonvcrstuions wih several sources
kmmledgeahie of Hianboldt Bav hunting skes. inckiding meeting with tfte Humboldt Coimty Fish
andCiame Advisory Commissbn on April 21. 2015. Further, the Humboldt Bay Mtauiv^tent Plan
("HBMP") identifies the designated hunting trcas for waterfowl and brant, mchiding the Eel River
Wildtifc Area, the Humboldt Bay Natktoal lA ildlifo Refuge. Mad River ̂ ugh \Alkilife Area, and the

Sbti^ WHdHfe AreafHarbor District 2007t. Overlap between the proposed project fbotprmt
and tlKse areas b shown in Figure 2.b. Ihe ilBMP also notes that South I3ay bake} ana tor brtnt
hunting.

The total overly between tftc proposed project footprint and hunting areas identified in the MBMP
b approximatelv 335 acres, which represents aprw>?dmatc!v 5,7*« of the identified hunting areas.
However, comments from several hunters indkaic that they use ifte entire North HumbokJl Ban- ft*
hunting. See eg. Comment 21H 3: Romo. personal communicatioft 2016. If these statement are
correct the project overlaps with 8.5"i» of the total av ailable tntertidal and subtidal hunting area m
North and 5.2%orthe Uital available HumbokJi Bay hunting area (mchiding Entrance and
South Bay).

lUitle the project would e^ipand (bast's opcratioruil fiwiprini widim North B^. i would not
dimsiaic the avaflabilify of those areas lor brant hunting. As noted m the R-DEIK^ 4.3.7. each
bngllnc pbl b vbhed mfrequentK. md maiy pbu will not be visaed at all thirvig hunting season.
Further. noted in impact REC-2 and Topical ftesponse 7. bctow. CcnsCs expanded footprint
would not tanii boat access. The incieased lO-fl spacmg kicorponaed bto the R'DEIR wouki
permit pasiotpi throu^i areas planted with longhncs for mort bvuits used for hunlng. Even if
hunters cfioose not to hunt within Coa^'.s planted footprint, there are still ample areas available for
hunting in North Bso and Suuth including afl areas designttted as prone hunting »eas by the
llariiorDbirict.

As noted in Topical Responses 4 and 8, 'onpacts to brant and oil^ waterfowl are comudered bas
than significant and the project is not anticipatod to tesuh in reductions in brail or waterfowl
populations avaSable for hunting As described R-DFIR16J. the Pacifw Fly^ay black brant
population size fhxn 2004-2014 ranged from approximatel} 1 IZ,000-l77jOQO birds with an avet^

Coail taafooUi Company -.18 HumeoWl Bay Harbor Oiilnet
Final 8ft IMeambar 2016
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Minutes January 17, 2017 Humboldt County Fish and Game Advisory Commission.

Present: Chairman John Clark, Commissioners Mike Zambonl. Kim Wateon. Harry Vaughn,-

Casey Allen. Phil Grunert, Brad Smith, Ted Romo. and secretary Nancy Kaytis-Slocum.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Clark at 6:35 pm.

There were no public speakers. Coast Oysters EIR was added to the agenda.

Grants: Our grant process will begin in May when we begin discussing the process. The
secretary will attempt to get an amount of funding budgeted for the year. Requests for
Proposals will be published at the beginning of June and due by the beginning of July. The
RFPs will be evaluated at the July meeting and forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for
approval. As soon as approval is received applicants will be notified.

Public Access: Access behind Hanson's on the Eel River - Kenny Priest not here to discuss.

Abalone season: April and November have been cut.

Coast Oysters: Ted Romo reported that the following paragraph is on page 27. Section 2-18 of
the FEIR that describes topical response No. 6: Hunting Impacts.

"Conservation Measure REC-1 was developed based on conversations with several sources

knowledgeable of Humboldt Bay hunting sites, including meeting with the Humboldt County Fish
and Game Advisory Commission on April 21, 2015. Further, the Humboldt Bay Management

Plan (HBMP) identifies the designated hunting areas for waterfowl and Brant, including the Eel
River Wildlife Area, the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge. Mad River Slough Wildlife Area,
and the Fay Slough Wildlife area (Harbor District 2007). Overlap t>etween the proposed project
footprint and these areas is shown in Figure 2.6. The HBMP also notes that South Bay is a key

area for brant hunting"

Ted Romo then asked the secretary to read the pertinent section of the April 21, 2015 minutes
which showed that no action was taken during that meeting. Also noted is that the HCF&GAC
doess not make recommendations directly, but must go through the Board of Supervisors to
have them make recommendations.

MOTION: (Romo/Casey) That the HCF&GAC request that the Board of Supervisors send a
letter to HBHRC District requesting that any reference using the Humt>oldt County Fish and
Game Advisory Commission as a source for developing the REC-1 be deleted in the FEIR.
Copies should be sent to Jack Crider, Executive director, HBHRC District; Greg Dale. Coast
Seafoods Company. Operations manager. Motion carried with a nay from Commissioner Mike
Zambonl.



MOTION: (Romo/Casey) That Ted Romo read the above motion at the HBHRC District meeting
on January 19.2017, during the FEIR section. All in favor.

HASA will have a general membership meeting on February 9. 2017 at Grace Baptist Church on
Bunne in Eureka.

PFMC: Deeper water will be opened up in November and December.

MI-PA: Waiting for results of the baseline monitoring project.

Sediment abatement solution: The harbor district is being asked to pay $1.5 million for a
sediment study. Dredging at King Salmon: $1.5 million eel grass mitigation project tiefore they
can dredge a man-made channel. Fields Landing boat launch - nothing happening on this at the
moment.

Announcements: Casey Allen Is running for the Harbor District in June. Razor Clams: season Is
closed.

Next agenda: Ask someone from the Coastal Commission to speak to us on access.

The next meeting witl be February 21, 2017. Meeting was closed at 7:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, secretary

HCF&GAC
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Humboldt County Fish & Game Advisory Commission MtNUTHS April 21,2015
The Commission meets the THIRD Tuesday each month from 6:30pm through 8:30pm. Agenda items and supporting info shouid be
maiied to HCF&6AC; PO Bok 922; Ferndaie. CA 95536; Phone 707.786.4902 emoU: nkavtisAmamoiUom up to two weeks foUowing
previous meeting. Meetings are held at The Form Bureau, 5601 S. Broadway, £ureko
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Chairman John Clark ooengd the meeting at 6:37pm. Steve Rosenberg Is a guest.

Greg Date, Aquaculture policy advisor spoke to the Commission on the Oyster expansion proposal. Coast
Oyster has done an Initial Study and will do an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Eel grass now covers the
largest area In Humboldt Bay in recorded history. As part of the previous permit process, Coast Oyster
shrunk production from 900 acres to BOG acres. He presented a map that showed the areas they wanted to
expand back into with different culture methods (ground culture changed to off-bottom culture). They are
proposing four lines spaced one foot apart with a five foot space between. The lines are ten inches off the
ocean floor. The Draft EIR will be available this summer. The Harbor Commission is proposing to lease

different areas. Commissioner comments included |1) Cease operations on Wednesdays and weekends

during legal hunting days. (2) Leave the east bay during duck and Brandt seasons. (3) Use PVC pipe to mark
the areas of culture so that hunters will know the boundaries. Coast Oyster wants to expand into an

additional 900 acres; the Harbor District wants to lease an additional 600 acres.

MOTION: (Morris/Grunert)The minutes from the March 17,2015 meeting were accepted as presented. All
in favor.

Area River Updates: the state is mandating that all of California cuts water use by 25%. Commissioner
Denver Nelson went to the Board and suggested 10% instead of 25%.

Public Access: Commissioner Loren Furber read a letter he'd written regarding Clam Beach access. The
secretary will return with the letter for approval at the next meeting.

Sudden Oak Death: Commissioner Harry Vaughn noted that the lO'^ Annual North Coast Sudden Oad
Death Coordination Meeting will t>e 4/23/15 from 9:303m to 5pm.

PFMC: Commissioner Morris reported that the salmon season will ope May 1 and close September 7;
Halibut season will open 5/1.

Regulation 1.45 regarding processing of fish. Chair John Clark asked the secretary to write a similar letter as
the one written by the Sonoma County Fish & Wildlife Commission to our Board of Supervisors.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm. The next meeting will be June 16,2015.

Respectfully Submitted;

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, Secretary


