COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

AGENDA ITEM NO.
4

For the meeting of: July 22, 2014

Date: July 7, 2014

To: Board of Supervis

From: Phillip R. Crandall, Director, Department of Health and Human Services

Subject: Presentation by Partnership Health Plan and Beacon Health Strategies on new mental health

benefits for Medi-Cal patients

RECOMMENDATION(S): That the Board of Supervisors hear the presentation from Partnership Health
Plan and Beacon Health Strategies on the implementation of new Medi-Cal benefits for mental health

services.

SOURCE OF FUNDING: Federal and State Medicaid funds

DISCUSSION: Senate Bill X1 1 (2013) expanded the scope of mental health benefits available to Medi-
Cal beneficiaries to include services for mild to moderate mental health needs. Partnership HealthPlan of
California, the managed care plan for Medi-Cal beneficiaries in Humboldt County, is responsible for
providing these new benefits. Partnership HealthPlan has contracted with Beacon Health Strategies to
administer the new mild to moderate mental health benefits.

This presentation will update the Board on what the new mental health benefits are, who is providing them

and how patients access them.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The implementation of the new mental health benefits is anticipated to reduce
unreimbursed care to Humboldt County’s medical provider community. There is no additional impact to

the County General Fund.

Prepared by : Nancy Starck, Legislative & Policy Manager 441-5411

CAO Approva| M 1 W

REVIEW:

Auditor County Counsel Personnel Risk Manager Other
TYPE OF ITEM: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT
Consent Upon motion of Supervisor Seconded by Supervisor

X Departmental
Public Hearing
Other

PREVIOUS ACTION/REFERRAL:
Board Order No.

Meeting of:

¥ e tea Onair.

Ayes
Nays
Abstain
Absent

and carried by those members present, the Board hereby approves the
recommended action contained in this Board report.

Dated: O q
By:
Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the




OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: Medi-Cal medical and mental health providers in the County,
including community clinics, community-based mental health providers, schools, and physician practices.

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: N/A

ATTACHMENTS: None.
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