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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

 

Hearing Date 

July 14, 2022 

Subject   

Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit  

Contact 

Cade McNamara  

 

Project Description: The applicant (Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC (NAFC), is requesting a Coastal 

Development Permit and Special Permit for the demolition and remediation of the Freshwater Tissue 

Samoa Pulp Mill facility and the construction of a land-based finfish recirculating aquaculture system 

(RAS) facility. This includes the development of five buildings totaling approximately 766,530 square feet 

and the installation of 4.8 megawatt (MW) solar panel array mounted on building rooftops, covering 

approximately 657,000 square feet. The height of the tallest proposed building is 60 feet.  

 

The aquaculture facility would produce fresh head on gutted fish and fillets for delivery to regional 

markets. The species to be produced at the facility is intended to be Atlantic Salmon, pending approval 

from CDFW. The project will include ancillary support features such as paved parking, fire access roads, 

security fencing, and stormwater management features. The project would require approximately 2.5 

million gallons per day (MGD) of freshwater and industrial water provided by the Humboldt Bay 

Municipal Water District, sourced from the Mad River. Existing on-site water service supplied by the 

Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District would be connected to the new buildings for potable use, fire 

sprinklers, and irrigation. The project would require approximately 10 MGD of salt water, which will be 

provided via modernized water intake (sea chest) infrastructure located adjacent to the NAFC Project 

Site, which will be operated by the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District. Treated 

wastewater would be discharged utilizing the existing Redwood Marine Terminal II ocean outfall pipe, 

which extends one and a half miles offshore. A total volume of 12.5 MGD is anticipated to be released 

daily. Wastewater discharge is permitted by the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

 

The Project will be conducted in two phases and is comprised of the following activities: demolition of 

existing pulp mill infrastructure; soil contamination remediation; ground densification; aquaculture facility 

construction; decommission of an existing leach field and connection to the Samoa wastewater 

treatment system for Phase 2. The Project is located 1,000 feet east of the Samoa Solid Waste Disposal 

Site (SWDS). A Special Permit is required pursuant to Sections 313-109.3.12 and 313-109.1.5.2 for an 

exception to the parking and loading space requirements.  

 

Project Location: This project is located in the Samoa area, east of Vance Avenue, approximately 2,000 

feet north from the intersection of Vance Avenue and Bay Street, on the property known as 364 Vance 

Avenue. 

 

Present Plan Land Use Designation: Industrial, Coastal Dependent (MC), Density: N/A; Industrial, General 

(IG), Density: N/A; Humboldt Bay Area Plan (HBAP), 2017 General Plan, Slope Stability: Relatively Stable 

(0) and Moderate Instability (2). 

 

Present Zoning: Industrial: Coastal Dependent (MC), Archaeological Resource Area Outside Shelter 

Cove (A). 

 

Record Number: PLN-2020-16698 

 

Assessor Parcel Number: 401-112-021 
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Applicant 

 

Owner 

 

Agent 

Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC 

C/O Brenda Chandler 

PO Box 1477 

Eureka, CA 95502 

Humboldt Bay Development 

Association 

C/O Larry Oetker 

P.O. Box 1030 

Eureka, CA 95502 

GHD 

C/O Andrea Hilton 

P.O. Box 1010 

Eureka, CA 95502 

 

Environmental Review: Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Statute (Public Resources Code 21000–21189) and Guidelines 

(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Sections 15000–15387). 

 

State Appeal Status: Project is appealable to the California Coastal Commission. 

 

Major Issues: Energy, Hazardous Waste, Water Quality, Water Intake and Outfall, Biological Resources, 

Tsunami Hazards, Parking and Transportation. 
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Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC 

Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit 

Record Number: PLN-2020-16698 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: (APN): 401-112-021 

 

Recommended Planning Commission Action: 

1. Describe the application as part of the Public Hearing Agenda. 

2. Request Staff to present the project. 

3.  Open the public hearing and receive public testimony; and 

4. Close the public hearing and adopt the resolution to take the following actions: 

 (a) Certify the Environmental Impact Report prepared for the Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, 

project has been prepared in compliance with CEQa pursuant to Section 15090 or 15092 of the 

State CEQA Guidelines; 

 (b) Make all required findings for approval of the Coastal Development Permit and Special 

Permit; and 

 (c)Approve the Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, Coastal Development Permit and Special 

Permit subject to the recommended conditions. 

 

Executive Summary: Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC (NAFC), seeks a Coastal Development Permit and 

Special Permit to allow demolition and remediation of the existing  Pulp Mill site, and construction of a 

land-based finfish recirculating aquaculture system (RAS) facility consisting of five buildings totaling 

766,530 square feet. The facility will include  installation of 4.8 megawatt (MW) solar array mounted on 

building rooftops, covering approximately 657,000 square feet. The subject site   is is a 76 -acre parcel 

located in the Samoa area, on both sides of Vance Avenue, approximately 2,000 feet north from the 

intersection of Vance Avenue and Bay Street, on the property known as 364 Vance Avenue. The 

proposedproject is  on the east side of Vance Avenue within a 36-acre lease area. The EIR has been 

prepared to address the entire project from construction, to operation and considering the water intake 

and effluent from the facility Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC (NAFC) is the applicant for the Terrestrial 

Development and Ocean Outfall components, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and 

Conservation District (Harbor District) is the applicant and responsible party for the Humboldt Bay Water 

Intakes. The facility is estimated to employ around 90-100 employees for Phase 1, and up to 150 for full 

Phase 2 buildout. The facility will operate 24 hours per day and seven days per week, with regular 

operation occurring Monday-Saturday. Employees will work in two shifts, one early morning and one late 

afternoon. It is estimated that the morning shift will consist of about 60 employees in Phase 1, increasing 

to approximately 90 in Phase 2, and the evening shift will have about 30 employees in Phase 1, increasing 

to approximately 60 in Phase 2. Aside from shift arrival and departure, on-site traffic will be mainly limited 

to personnel movement, deliveries, and outgoing shipments of products and coproducts. Fish 

movement within the site will be handled by subgrade piping and thus will not add to surface traffic. 

 

Staff is recommending that the Planning Commission Certify the EIR and Approve the Coastal 

Development Permit and Special Permit for this project. 

 

 

Background: 

 

The Site is a former pulp mill site that historically supported industrial timber and pulp mill operations since 

the 1960s and is known as Redwood Maine Terminal II (RMT II). The Parcel is an active Brownfield site 

(Regional Water Quality Control Board case no. 1NHU892) that  received grant funding from the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for cleanup and assessment activities. 

 

Starting in the late 1990s, the site has been evaluated for contaminiation of  soil, groundwater, soil gas, 

and construction materials. . The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) is the 

lead agency for the investigation and cleanup of contamination associatedwith former pulp mill 

operations and oversees the current groundwater monitoring program in place for the site. Remediation 
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activities commenced in 1994 and have continued as recently as 2019. Past remediation activities were 

implemented by former project site owners, including Louisiana Pacific Corporation and the Harbor 

District. Asbestos material removal (abatement) at select structures was conducted by the Freshwater 

Tissue Company (FTC) subcontractors between 2011 and 2013. Between 2011 and 2013, many pulp mill 

structures were demolished, including the pulp mill Recovery Boiler, Bleach Plant, re-causticizing area, 

and liquor storage tanks. Due to the intensive historic use of the project site, the site is comprised of 

unique infrastructure present to support large water use and energy demands.  Existing infrastructure 

that would be utilized by the Project include the ocean outfall for discharge of treated effluent 

(northwest portion of pulp mill site); Piping and intake structure for intake of salt water (East of pulp mill 

site); and a 60-KV, 20 MW electrical switchyard (northwest portion of the pulp mill site). The eastern 

portion of the parcel supports ongoing coastal-dependent industry within the RMT II that would not be 

disturbed by the project.  

 

In August 2013, ownership of the former pulp mill site was transferred from FTC to the Harbor District. 

Today, the Site consists of remnant pulp mill infrastructure and concrete foundations associated with the 

former Freshwater Tissue Culture (FTC) Pulp Mill, which was decommissioned in 2009. In 2015, 

improvements to water, wastewater, electrical and fire suppression systems were constructed (CDP-15-

043). If approved, NAFC would be responsible for the demolition and remediation of the existing site 

conditions to be able to redevelop and safely reuse the site for the proposed RAS facility.  

 

Infrastructure on the project site available for NAFC’s use include: 

a) Ocean outfall for discharge of treated effluent (northwest portion of pulp mill site);  

b) Piping and intake structure for intake of salt water (East of pulp mill site); and  

c) a 60-KV, 20 MW electrical switchyard (northwest portion of the pulp mill site). 

 

The eastern portion of the parcel supports ongoing coastal-dependent industry within the RMT II that 

would not be disturbed by the project. There are currently seven tenants leasing areas within the 

proposed Site under an Interim Non-Coastal Dependent Industrial lease with HBHRCD. Interim uses allow 

for greater use of underutilized MC lands while at the same time avoiding impacts to their long term 

coastal-dependent industrial use and other priority uses conditionally permitted on MC designated 

lands.  Occupants will be relocated with the assistance of HBHRCD in compliance with the California 

Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Guidelines. Current tenants will be permitted to 

remain on the property prior to demolition activities,then relocated into the remaining RMT-II building. 

 

Project Permitting 

 

The project will require issuance of Coastal Development Permits for terrestrial (land-based) 

development from the County of Humboldt. Ocean water intake upgrades will requirea Coastal 

Devepment Permit from the California Coastal Commission.  Use of the ocean outfall will require aThe 

Demolition, and redevelopment of the site is under the jurisdiction of the County.  The upgrade of two 

existing sea water intakes within Humboldt Bay and associated  water line upgrades is under the 

permitting authority of the Coastal Commission. The Ocean Outfall is related to the discharge of treated 

wastewater from the aquaculture facility through the existing Redwood Marine Terminal II Ocean Outfall 

and is subject to the permitting authority of the California Coastal Commission (CCC) and NCRWQCB.   

 

The EIR has been prepared to address the entire project from construction, to operation and considering 

the water intake and effluent from the facility Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC (NAFC) is the applicant 

for the Terrestrial Development and Ocean Outfall components, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor, 

Recreation, and Conservation District (Harbor District) is the applicant and responsible party for the 

Humboldt Bay Water Intakes.  

 

Permitting responsibility is as follows: 

 

Aquaculture Facility -     Coastal Development Permit - County of Humboldt 

- Special Permit   - County of Humboldt 
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Sea Chest Upgrades -     Coastal Development Permit - Coastal Commission 

- Intake     - NMFS, USACE, Harbor District 

 

Wastewater   -     Coastal Development Permit - Coastal Commission 

- NPDES    - RWQCB 

 
Aquacuture, Fish Species, Egg importation   - CDFW 

 

Project Phasing  

The Project is anticipated to be built out in two primary phases, with preliminary site preparation (Phase 

0): 

 

1. Phase 0 – Brownfield Redevelopment: asbestos and lead abatement; structure demolition; soil 

remediation; waste stream characterization, transportation, and disposal. 

 

2. Phase 1 – Brownfield Redevelopment and Aquaculture Facility Stage 1:  Intake and outfall 

connections; ground densification to prepare construction of building foundations; construction 

of Phase 1 grow out module (Building 1), Hatchery (Building 3), Fish Processing 

Plant/Administrative (Building 4), Wastewater Treatment and Backup Power (Building 5); Oxygen 

generation storage; stormwater systems; onsite and offsite biological mitigation. 

 

 

3. Phase 2 – Aquaculture Facility Stage 2:  Ground densification; Phase 2 grow out module (Building 

2); soil remediation; expansion of utilities; existing leach field decommissioning. 

 

 

Existing Site Conditions: 
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Phase 0: 

 
 

 
Facility Operations 

The facility is estimated to employ around 90-100 employees for Phase 1, and up to 150 for full Phase 2 

buildout. The facility will operate 24 hours per day and seven days per week, with regular operation 

occurring Monday-Saturday. Employees will work in two shifts, one early morning and one late afternoon. 

It is estimated that the morning shift will consist of about 60 employees in Phase 1, increasing to 

approximately 90 in Phase 2, and the evening shift will have about 30 employees in Phase 1, increasing 

to approximately 60 in Phase 2. Aside from shift arrival and departure, on-site traffic will be mainly limited 

to personnel movement, deliveries, and outgoing shipments of products and coproducts. Fish 

movement within the site will be handled by subgrade piping and thus will not add to surface traffic. 
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Project Phasing 1&2:

 
1. Building 1 (Grow-out Module 1): 265,028 square feet; 55-feet-tall; 1 story 

2. Building 2 (Grow-out Module 2): 286,888 square feet; 55-feet-tall; 1 story 

3. Building 3 (Hatchery): 105,085 square feet; 55-feet-tall; 1story 

4. Building 4 (Fish Processing and Administration): 66,878 square feet; 60-feet-tall; 3 stories 

5. Building 5 (Wastewater Treatment and Backup Power): 42,651 square feet; 40-feet-tall with 40-

foot backup; generator exhaust stack; 2 stories. 
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Land Use Analysis: 

 

Local Coastal Plan (HBAP) Policy Analysis: 

 

The project site is located within the Coastal Zone, specifically within locally maintained jurisdiction of 

the Humboldt County Planning Department, appealable by the Californial Coastal Commission. Project 

location falls under the Local Coastal Plan the Humboldt Bay Area Plan. The proposed developmnent is 

in conformance with the applicable policies set forth in the HBAP as the site is designated Industrial, 

Coastal Dependent (MC) and Industrial, General - Coastal Areas (MG) under the HBAP. All development 

will occur within the MC designation. Aquaculture and aquaculture support facilities are principally 

permitted coastal dependent industrial uses under both the MC and MG land use designations. 

 

Aquaculture is a coastal-dependent use, and coastal dependent uses shall have priority over other 

developments near the shoreline, except they shall not be sited in a wetland (3.13 -30255). The project 

is sited directly adjacent to Humboldt Bay to the east. The project development will not be sited in/on a 

wetland. One-parameter wetlands do exist on-site and will not be impacted as a result of the project. 

 

The project site is located within a historically industrial area, planned and zoned for coastal dependent 

industrial use. The project location has a history of heavy industrial use, previously by occupied by the 

Freshwater Tissue Pulp Mill. The pulp mill utilized existing public infrastructure (ocean intake and outfall), 

and the proposed aquaculture facility would utilize that same infrastructure to accomodate facility 

needs, and is considered a deintensification in use compared to the threshold previously utilized by the 

pulp mill (3.14-30250).  

 

The project will utilize existing sea chest infrastructure at the Red Tank Dock and RMT II dock. Existing 

ocean intake public infrastructure will be upgraded. Improvements to the sea chest are required to 

undergo environmental review and have been addressed in the Environmental Impact Report for the 

project. Sea water intake upgrades will require an additonal CDP from the California Coastal 

Commission. The intake water treatment system will be designed to ensure that sediment, bacteria, and 

pathogens do not enter the facility. 

 

Policy requires wastewater discharges to be treated to protect present and future beneficial uses, and 

where feasible, to restore past beneficial uses of the receiving waters (3.14-13412.5). A wastewater 

treatment plant will be implemented in the facility design, and water will be treated on-site prior to 

discharge off-site. Wastewater discharge permitting, monitoring, and reporting will be conducted under 

the NPDES permit authorized by the NCRWQCB. The applicant is required to provide the County with 

evidence of an issued NPDES permit prior to project operations. Compliance with the permit is a 

Condition of Approval. Additionally, the applicant is required to undergo annual monitoring for project 

as a voluntary commitment made by the applicant in the FEIR. This commitment to monitor receiving 

waters is a Condition of Approval (COA#19).  

 

The wastewater effluent entering the Pacific Ocean via the existing RMT II outfall pipe will not significantly 

alter the ecological balance of the receiving waters, as determined by the Dilution Study prepared by 

GHD (2020). The study examined the modeled effluent for the various mixing zones near the diffuser. The 

Project’s effluent discharge would not discharge into a coastal wetland or area of special biological 

significance, marine reserves, or kelp beds; the ecological balance of the receiving area would not be 

significantly impacted. The NPDES permit will set standards for the discharged effluent. Treated effluent 

achieves a reduction of 99 percent of total suspended solids, BOD, and phosphorus, with a 90± percent 

reduction of nitrogen. Ammonium nitrogen release is modelled at .004 mg/L which conforms to the 

Nitrate Ocean Plan standard of .6mg/L. The preliminary concept design of 64 open ports yields a 

predicted mixing zone (i.e., marine toxicity and physiological stress to biotic receptors) that is met within 

5 ft of the diffuser on the basis of the near-field modelling achieving conformance per Ocean Plan 

implemented by the RWQCB’s NPDES Permit.  
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Geologic Safety: The property is located in an area of low to moderate geologic instability. A 

Geotechnical Investigation by SHN in 2020 outlines an analysis of natural hazards in the County and 

recommends that the project require designs in accordance with seismic and foundation design criteria, 

as well as site preparation and grading criteria per California Building Code and the American Society 

of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 7-16 Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures. Existing structural 

hazards will not impact the proposed project as existing infrastructure will be demolished and the site 

remediated. Adherence to the recommendations in the Geotechnical Report are required for the 

project and identified as Mitigation measure GEO-1 of the EIR.  The geotechnical recommendations will 

be incorporated into the final plans and specifications for the Project and will be implemented during 

construction. Therefore, the project is consistent with Seismic and Public Safety Elements of the General 

Plan. Structural designs/construction plans, including site densification, will ensure of structural integrity in 

the rare event of a natural disaster and is designed that no significant erosion, geologic instability, or site 

alterations would occur to natural landforms. 

 

Tsunami: The project involves ocean intake, outfall, and land-based development allowable for new 

development within the 100-year tsunami run up elevation outlined in the HBAP. The parcel is within a 

tsunami hazard area. Deep foundations and ground densification grade will be constructed as 

recommended by the Project’s geotechnical evaluation and site-specific tsunami inundation analysis 

(Martin & Chock, Inc., 2020), to protect structural integrity in the event of a tsunami and associated 

potential wave scouring. Backup generators will be elevated above the predicted tsunami wave height 

to avoid potential for release of pollutants in the event of a tsunami. Diesel fuel storage would be 

underground in two 25,000-gallon tanks vented, anchored, and armored to prevent release. Building 

designs for the hatchery would require tanks to be developed to withstand a 2,500-year 

event.Adherence to Mitigation Measures GEO-1 and HAZ-1 are identified in the EIR. 

 

Commitment to Renewable Energy: The project will not result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 

consumption of energy resources, during Project construction or operation not will it conflict with or 

obstruction of a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency and will not result in a 

cumulatively significant impact to energy resources.  The project will use a significant amount of power 

for operation of pumps and filters, but the applicant has agreed to purchase power that is renewable 

or non-carbon in accordance with the Redwood Coast Energy Authority objectives.  This is in line with 

state and local ambitions to minimize greenhouse gas emission through power production.  The impact 

is less than significant. 

 

Protection of Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA): The Project is consistent with Section 30240 

a and b of the Coastal Act. High quality dune mat located on the project site will be protected by an 

established requirement of a minimum 35-foot buffer. Within the buffer is  a 20-foot-wide fire road. The 

road will also act as a buffer, as it would only be used in an emergency. To prevent trampling and 

disturbance of the ESHA, construction fencing is required along the edge of the buffer, as shown on the 

Site Plan (setback 15 feet from the road). The fencing shall remain in place throughout the construction 

period to prevent vehicles, equipment, or materials from entering the ESHA. The grading plans for the 

project site shall design finished pad grades to not result in grade changes at the edge of the buffer or 

fire road within the ESHA buffer. The ESHA protection measures are described as Mitigation Measure BIO-

7a of the EIR. Additionally, the project was redesigned to ensure setback protections for ESHA during 

construction and operation of the facility. Other areas where dune mat habitat was identified was 

anthropogenically modified or contained such a high percentage of non-native species that it did not 

qualify as ESHA. 

 

Wetlands:  A wetland delineation was completed for the Project Site as part of the  Special Status Plant 

Survey and Vegetation Community Mapping/ESHA/Wetland Baseline Evaluation, Rev. 1 prepared by 

GHD dated February 16, 2021.  Delineated wetlands are classified as one-parameter coastal willow 

thickets (Salix hookeriana) and were not found to contain hydric soils. A total of 0.27-acres of coastal 

willow thickets are mapped within the project area and would not be impacted as a result of 

construction. Due to the size and poor quality of wetlands, the project establishes a 100-foot wetland 

buffer, consistent with HBAP wetlands setback requirements outside of the urban limit line. Development 
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within the buffer is allowable provided no more than 25% of the developed surface is effectively 

impervious, stormwater runoff does not detrimentally affect the wetland, areas of temporary disturbance 

are restored and promptly replanted, and erosion impacts related to construction are minimized with 

BMPs.  Development within the buffer would be limited to site grading and would not result in extensive 

new impervious surface. Following construction, graded surfaces would be reseeded and/or replanted 

as identified in the Project’s landscaping plan. The Project’s stormwater drainage system would route 

stormwater away from the one-parameter wetlands, avoiding any potential impact related to 

stormwater. Erosion control BMPs are included in Mitigation Measure GEO-2 of the EIR and would be 

implemented to protect wetlands during construction.  

 

Offsite Compensatory Restoration: The project is consistent with 3.14 HBAP section 13142.5(b) 

development policies for Coastal Marine Environment, for each industrial installation for an industrial 

activity using seawater, requiring mitigation measures feasible shall be used to minimize the intake and 

mortality of all forms of marine life. Compensatory off-site habitat restoration activities required by the 

Coastal Development Permit issued by the California Coastal Commission to (1) offset a small reduction 

in the Humboldt Bay’s biological productivity as a result of entrainment of non-special status larval 

species, and (2) compensate for the potential take of longfin smelt (LFS) larvae during the operation of 

the two sea water intakes. 

 

Visual Resource Protection: Project Site currently has low visual quality, low visual sensitivity, and poor 

visual character. Remediation and demolition activities include the removal of an existing abandoned 

and dilapidated industrial infrastructure, including the former pulp mills 270-foot tall smokestack, which 

are the dominant views of the proposed Terrestrial Development and surrounding area. The existing 

smokestack is visible from as far north as Arcata, as well as the communities of Eureka, and Humboldt 

Hill. The smokestack and 12-story Reboiler Building are also visible from Samoa Beach and surrounding 

dunes by the recreating public. Removal of existing infrastructure will improve overall aesthetics and 

benefit coastal visual resources. The maximum height of the new facility would be approximately 60 feet, 

a reduction in comparison to existing conditions. There would be views of the buildings visible between 

the dunes via New Navy Base Road. Façade colors and patterns have been chosen to integrate the 

buildings into the natural setting and visually integrate into surrounding scenic resources absent negative 

visual effects on the Coastal Scenic Area west of New Navy Base Road. Distant views would exist from 

the City of Eureka shoreline. 

 

Additionally, the EIR identifies potential impacts to larval Longfin Smelt at the seawater intake location 

due to potential entrainment. LFS is being mitigated on a 1:1 basis in the form of larval habitat creation 

within brackish waters of Humboldt Bay known for spawning/rearing habitat explicitly for the potentially 

impacted LFS life-stage. Off-site compensatory restoration would include pile removal and spartina 

removal. Pile removal would include up to 988 piles and 151 crossbeams from the Kramer Dock in 

Humboldt Bay, and Spartina removal would include up to one (1) acre and would be conducted under 

existing permits issued to the Harbor District (Harbor District Permit 14- 05 and Coastal Development 

Permit 1-14-0249). Implementation of these measures will be a requirement of the Coastal Development 

Permit required by the California Coastal Commission.  
 

 

Zoning: 

 

As described by Humboldt County Code (HCC), the Parcel is zoned Industrial Coastal Dependent (MC) 

with the combining zone Archaeological Resource Area Outside Shelter Cove (A) and the lands west of 

Vance Avenue are zoned Industrial General (MG). The aquaculture facility will be constructed on the 

MC-zoned portion of the parcel. The proposed use of “aquaculture” is principally permitted in the MC 

zone. Principally permitted uses are are explicitly allowed within a given zone district. Coastal dependent 

industrial uses include but are not limited to the following: fish processing for human consumption, ocean 

intake, outfall and discharge pipelines, and aquaculture and aquaculture support facilities. Industrial 

zones involve onsite production of goods by methods that are not agricultural or extractive in nature as 

defined in Humboldt County Code (HCC Section 313-175). Aquaculture is a principlally permitted use 
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and is explicitly allowable in both the MC and MG zoning designations applicable to the Parcel. 
 

The A combining zone is applied to parcels that may contain archaeological and paleontological value 

as identified by the State Historic Preservation Office. A Cultural Resources Study (CRS) was conducted 

for the project by a qualified archeological professional.  Field investigations did not find evidence of 

cultural resources on the site (see Appendix 3 – Environmental Impact Report – Cultural Resources for 

further discussion). Given that the area is archaeologically sensitive, the EIR has required that a cultural 

monitor be present on site during ground disturbing activities and that normal inadvertent discovery 

protocol be followed if any resources are encountered.  Based upon these precautions the project is 

consistent with the requirements of the A combining zone.  

 

The parcel is accessed from Vance Avenue via New Navy Base Road and LP Drive, and is served by a 

50-foot-wide non-exclusive easement for ingress and egress on Vance Avenue. Repair, resurfacing, and 

striping upgrades of Vance Avenue and LP Drive is expected to support site access, construction, and 

operation. Significant expansion of the paved surface of Vance Ave is not expected through the repair 

and resurfacing process. Temporary signage along Vance Avenue will be provided as needed during 

construction activities then permanent signage installed as appropriate for operations. Temporary 

construction and staging signage to New Navy Base Road will require an encroachment permit from 

the Public Works – Land Use Division. 

 

Facility Parking 

Parking will be located throughout the central campus corridor between Building 1 and Building 2. The 

facility will include a three-truck loading docks, seven-truck unloading / loading areas,115 standard light 

vehicle parking spots, and 6 ADA-accessible light vehicle parking spots. At full production there would 

be approximately 90 employees at the facility at any given time, comprised of 20 employees in the 

approximatly 6,400-square-foot office/management area of Building 4 and approximately 70 

employees spread throughout the rest of the facility.  

 

A Special Permit (SP) has been applied for concurrently with the CDP for an exception to the parking 

and loading space requirements pursuant to HCC Sections 313-109.1.3.12 and 313-109.1.5.2 Exceptions. 

Humboldt County Code Section 313-109.1.3.12 allows for a reduction in the required parking spaces due 

to geographic location of site and levels of anticipated use. As stated in the Parking and Loading Nordic 

Aquafarms Memorandum prepared by GHD dated November 24, 2020, the applicant is requesting a 

reduction in required parking spaces to 12, and requesting an exception to the loading zone 

requirements to reduce the number of loading zones required to 7 loading zones (see Attachment 4). 

The applicant states the operation of the proposed facility will involve regular loading and unloading of 

material such as fish feed, waste, and finished product. To accomplish this, the facility proposes seven 

specially designed loading docks and bays. The justification for the reduction is as follows: 

 

1. Geographic Location of the Site. The proposed facility is located on a large industrial site capable 

of handling all necessary freight traffic including ingress, egress, queuing, loading, and unloading. 

The type, number, and design of the proposed docks/bays will meet the facility’s needs in a way 

that does not block or impede internal or external circulation. 

 

2. Levels of Anticipated Use. The proposed facility is highly specialized in its design and function. The 

anticipated number of staff and the amount of incoming and outgoing truck traffic has been 

accurately estimated through detailed operational planning and existing comparable facilities. 

Because of this, the appropriate number (seven) and function of the loading docks is understood 

and well justified. 

 

Based on the parking demand analysis above and justification described by Parking and Loading Nordic 

Aquafarms Memorandum prepared by GHD dated November 24, 2020, there is justification for approval 

of the SP.  

 

Facility Truck Traffic 
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The level of anticipated use of incoming and outgoing truck traffic has been accurately estimated 

through detailed operational planning and existing comparable facilities. Daily truck percentage on 

these roadways increases by at most 0.5% with the project operational at full build out (Section 3.12 

Transportation and Errata of the EIR).Facility operations will include regular shipments from and deliveries 

to the facility. Shipments would include finished product to market and waste streams to secondary use 

processing sites. While the final distribution strategy for the facility is still in development, initial estimates 

have been made based on knowledge of existing West Coast markets in relative proximity to the Project 

Site. At full production it is currently estimated that there will be 40 outgoing product delivery trucks per 

week with approximately 30% going to the Seattle area, approximately 30% going to the Los Angeles 

area, and approximately 40% going to the San Francisco Bay Area. It is expected at full production there 

will be 32 outgoing trucks weekly carrying waste streams to various secondary use processing sites within 

150 miles of the facility. Deliveries to the facility include fish feed, shipping materials, and process 

chemicals. The final feed vendor will be selected at a later date. Deliveries of shipping materials and 

process chemicals will consist of three trucks per week likely originating in the Redding or San Francisco 

Bay area.  

  

Solar and Energy Utilities 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) provides electricity to the project site. The estimated normal 

daily electricity usage is 21.4 megawatts (MW). A portion of this usage will be offset by the 3-5 MW rooftop 

solar installation which will cover approximately 657,000 square feet of facility rooftops. Normal operation 

of the facility will use exclusively electricity. In the event of an emergency, the applicant proposes several 

dual fuel (natural gas or diesel) generators with a combined capacity of approximately 20 MW needed 

to supply emergency power to the fully developed facility. Regular testing and maintenance of the 

backup energy system will make use of small amounts of natural gas and diesel fuel. Diesel fuel would 

be supplied by two new 25,000 gallon double walled fiberglass underground storage tanks (UST), which 

will be located underground east of Building 5. Modernization and upgrade of the existing 60-kilovolt 

(KV), 20 megawatt (MW) electrical switchyard is planned to expand the total capacity of the switchyard 

to 30-35 MW to be utilized by NAFC and HBHRCD RMT II operations.   

 

Sewer 

The property is developed with an existing septic system and leach field which will be used temporarily 

during construction and operation of Phase 1. The septic system use will be discontinued once 

construction begins on Phase 2 production modules.  The second production module building is 

proposed over the existing leach field.  Prior to the site being disconnected from the septic system, the 

Project Site will be connected to the Peninsula Community Services District (PCSD) sewer line that will be 

constructed west of the Project Site. 

 

Saltwater Intake 

Salt water for NAFC will be provided by the co-applicant, the Humboldt Bay Harbor Recreation and 

Conservation District. The HBHRCD own two  existing sea chests (water intake structures) at the nearby 

RMT II and Red Tank Docks which they will modernize and operate. Saltwater usage is estimated at a 

maximum of 10 MGD. The HBHRCD is in the process of permitting upgrades to the sea chests that will 

increase water withdrawal capacity and add features that reduce environmental impacts, including 

upgraded intake screens that enhance the protection of juvenile fish/lavae. The RMT II Dock screen will 

be 36-inch diameter with a maximum intake flow rate of 5,500 gpm, and the Red Tank Dock screen will 

be 24-inch diameter with a maximum intake flow rate of 2,750 gpm. Screens are comprised of woven 

stainless-steel material with approximately 1.0mm spacing between bars (smaller than the standard 

requirement of 1.75mm). Committing to smaller screens on the intakes is intended to prevent 

entrainment and impingement of aquatic organisms. No fish are anticipated to be entrained. The sea 

chest pumps operated by HBHRCD would supply seawater through piping affixed to the existing docks. 

The piping infrastructure would extend onshore underground at least 50 feet from the RMT II dock 

terminus. The aquaculture facility would tie into the sea chest piping at the southeast corner of the RMT 

II building.   

  

Freshwater 
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Freshwater is provided to the Project Site by an existing one-million-gallon (1-MG) water storage tank 

operated by Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District. The existing onsite water service would be 

connected to the new buildings for potable use, fire suppression, and possibly irrigation. Water service 

to the buildings would connect to an underground water line running from the 1-MG tank to the Project 

Site. The HBMWD provided a will-serve letter on March 12, 2021, confirming the District has the capacity 

to serve NAFC facilities with three (3) million gallons of industrial water per day, and 300,000 gallons of 

domestic, potable water per day sourced from the Mad River. Service capacity exceeds the 

anticipated maximum usage of 2.5 MGD of industrial fresh water. 

 

Wastewater Treatment and Discharge  

Process Wastewater from the aquaculture facility will be treated on-site prior to discharge into the Pacific 

Ocean via the existing ocean outfall pipe that extends approximately 1.55 miles offshore. An advanced 

wastewater treatment plant will be developed to treat wastewater, including a Moving Bed Biofilm 

Reactor (MBBR), an ultrafiltration membrane bioreactor (MBR), and 300 millijoules per square centimeter 

(mJ/cm) UV-C disinfection system. Total water volume discharged at full operational capacity is 

estimated at a maximum of 12.5 million gallons per day (MGD). Previous discharge from the former mill 

operations was 20 MGD.  

 

Current outfall users, DG Fairhaven and Samoa Wastewater Treatment Plant, are permitted under the 

National Pollutant Discharge and Elimination System permit program to discharge 350, 000 gallons per 

day and 53,000 gallons per day, respectively. The total hydraulic discharge capacity for the outfall is 

estimated at 40MGD. The discharge effluent is regulated by the North Coast Regional Water Quality 

Control Board (NCRWQCB). The NRWQCB draft permit No. CA1000003 would authorize a maximum of 

12.5 MGD of treated effluent to be discharged by NAFC. The draft permit prohibits the following: the 

discharge of waste to Humboldt Bay; the discharge of domestic waste, treated or untreated, to surface 

waters; and discharge in excess of 12.5 MDG. Additional prohibitions are cited in the draft permit 

document. The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program requires monitoring of 

effluent constituents, with samples requirements ranging from daily to monthly collection samples. The 

Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) is outlined in attachments of the draft NPDES permit document. 

The applicant is required to provide the County with evidence of final permit issuance from the RWQCB 

prior to project operations. Compliance with the requirements of the final NPDES is an on-going 

requirement for the life of the Project. Water quality parameters of pre-treated effluent discharge were 

evaluated and conform to the applicable water quality parameters established in both the Ocean Plan 

and Thermal Plan. 

 

 

EIR Process, Findings, and Important Issues: 

 

An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration was initially prepared for the project pursuant 

Section 15074 of CEQA Guidelines.  The draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration was 

circulated for public review from July 17, 2020, to August 17, 2020 . After circulation of the IS/MND and 

due to substantial comments received expressing concerns related to energy usage, effluent discharge 

and related monitoring, transportation and traffic, alternative fish species, and potential biological 

impacts related to the water intake, the applicant and County determined an Environmental Impact 

Report (EIR) should be prepared for the proposed project.  

 

The County prepared and circulated a Notice of Preparation on 6/03/21 to notify Responsible Agencies, 

Trustee Agencies, the Office of Planning and Research, involved Federal Agencies, and the Public that 

the County planned to prepare an EIR for this project. The County held two (2) separate  scoping 

meetings, one for the public on 6/10/21 at 6pm, and one for Responsible and Trustee Agencies on 

6/10/21 at 11am, to identify significant environmental issue and reasonable alternatives and mitigation 

measures to be explored. 

 

The Draft EIR was circulated for 60 days, from December 20, 2021, to February 18, 2022, to allow interested 

individuals and public agencies to review and comment on the document. The document was 

PLN-2020-16698 Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, CDP and Special Permit                                                                                                   July 28, 2022 Page 14



 

 

 

available for review at Humboldt County Planning and Building Department, Humboldt County Library, 

Humboldt County Clerk-Recorder, Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District, and 

Humboldt State University Library. Document files were also be made available upon request at 

https://humboldtgov.org/3218/Nordic-Aquafarms-Project. Comments were submitted in writing via the 

United States Postal Service or via email. Written comments on the Draft EIR were accepted until February 

18, 2022. 

 

A total of 243 comments were reviewed as a result of circulation.  The FEIR responds to all of the 

comments made on the DEIR.  For comments that required more explanation or were brought up in 

many letters Master Responses were prepared.  The Master Responses do a very good job of addressing 

the public comments that are most common. 

The EIR addresses all components of the project and so the whole project is evaluated in its entirety.  The 

EIR evaluated the Nordic Facility and the water intake and outfall which are facilities operated by the 

Harbor District. 

The FEIR does include on revised Mitigation Measure, (BIO-6A) which was prepared to address discussions 

with CDFW.  The mitigation was modified to focus on the stage of life of Long Fin Smelt Larvae, rather 

than just benefiting Long Fin Smelt in general.  The FEIR (DEIR) explains that Long Fin Smelt are a protected 

species and that any loss of individuals (larvae) is a significant impact.  The mitigation reduces this to a 

less than significant impact. 

 

The net finding of the EiR is that there are no significant unavoidable impacts associated with the 

project.   All impacts can be mitigated to a less than significant level.  The resolution prepared for the 

certification of the EIR goes into detail all of the rationale behind the findings within the document. 

 

The FEIR was posted at the State Clearingouse on July 1, 2022, 27 days prior to this hearing.   From a 

process perspective the public review times of the DEIR and FEIR have been ample.   

 

Recommendation: 

This is a principle use within the Coastal Dependent Industrial Zone, and all potential environmental 

impacts have been mitigated to a less than significant level.  The project will clean up an existing 

brownfield site.  The project is in line with the policy guidance of the Humboldt Bay Area Plan.  Based 

upon these factors staff recommends that the project be approved. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: The Planning Commission could elect not to approve the project, or to require the 

applicant to submit further evidence, or modify the project. Modifications may cause potentially 

significant impacts, additional CEQA analysis and findings may be required. These alternatives could be 

implemented if the Commission is unable to make all of the required findings. Planning Division staff has 

stated that the required findings in support of the proposal have been made. Consequently, Planning 

staff does not recommend further consideration of either alternative. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

 

Resolution Number 22- 

 

CERTIFING COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT  

CASE NUMBER: PLN 2020-16698 

ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NUMBER: 401-112-021 

 

 

WHEREAS, Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, submitted an application and evidence in support of 

approving a Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit for the demolition and remediation of 

the former Samoa Pulp Mill infrastructure and allow the construction of a land-based aquaculture 

facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly-noticed public hearing on July 

28, 2022, and reviewed, considered, and discussed the CEQA document, along with the 

application for a Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit and reviewed and considered 

all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1.  FINDING  Project Description:  A Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit for the 

demolition and remediation of the Freshwater Tissue Samoa Pulp Mill facility and 

the construction of a land-based finfish recirculating aquaculture system (RAS) 

facility. This includes the development of five buildings totaling approximately 

766,530 square feet and the installation of 4.8 megawatt (MW) solar panel array 

mounted on building rooftops, covering approximately 690,000 square feet. A 

Special Permit is required pursuant to Section 313-109.1.5.2 for an exception to 

the loading space requirements. The height of the tallest proposed building is 

60 feet.  The project will be constructed in three phases, Phase 0 will involve 

demolition and site preparation, Phase 1 will include intake and outfall 

connections, hatchery building, Phase 1 grow-out modules, fish processing and 

administration building, central utility plant, Intake water treatment, wastewater 

treatment building, backup systems plant, oxygen generation plant, and utility 

and infrastructure installation and Phase 2 will consist of Phase 2 grow-out 

module construction.  The aquaculture facility would produce fresh head on 

gutted fish and fillets for delivery to regional markets. The species to be 

produced at the facility is intended to be Atlantic Salmon, pending approval 

from CDFW. The Project will include ancillary support features such as paved 

parking, fire access roads, security fencing, and stormwater management 

features. The Project would require approximately 2.5 million gallons per day 

(MGD) of freshwater and industrial water provided by the Humboldt Bay 

Municipal Water District, sourced from the Mad River. Existing on-site water 

service supplied by the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District would be 

connected to the new buildings for potable use, fire sprinklers, and irrigation. 

The Project would require approximately 10 MGD of salt water, which will be 

provided by upgraded water intake infrastructure located adjacent to the 

NAFC Project Site, on Humboldt Bay. Treated wastewater would be discharged 

utilizing the existing Redwood Marine Terminal II ocean outfall pipe, which 
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extends one and a half miles offshore. A total of 12.5 MGD would be released 

daily. The EIR evaluated all phases of project development. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The project description has remained stable and can reviewed in file PLN-2020-

16698.  

  b)  The project description in the DEIR is provides a complete description of all 

activities associated with site development and operation.  

 

2.  FINDING:  Lead Agency - The County of Humboldt is designated as the lead agency for 

permitting demolition and remediation of the Freshwater Tissue Samoa Pulp Mill 

facility and construction of a land-based finfish recirculating aquaculture 

system (RAS) facility for Nordic Aquafarms LLC (Project). 
 EVIDENCE: a) The County has permit authority of the terrestrial portion of the proposed 

project.  The intake and outfall permits are being permitted by the Harbor District 

through the California Coastal Commission and to evaluate the whole of the 

project the environmental effects of these components were included in the EIR 

with the County as the Lead Agency.  

  b) For purposes of CEQA, the County of Humboldt was designated as the lead 

agency per CEQA Guidelines sections 15050(a) and 15051, for the Project 

because the County is the public agency with the greatest responsibility for 

supervising or approving the project as a whole. 

 

3.  FINDING:  CEQA Compliance - The County of Humboldt completed an Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR) for the Nordic Aquafarms RAS Facility Project in compliance 

with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

 EVIDENCE: a)  An Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for the 

proposed Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit pursuant to Section 

15074 of the CEQA Guidelines.  The ISMND was circulated for public review from 

April 23, 2021, to May 24, 2021.  325 comments were received on the IS/MND. 

  b)  In response to public comment and to address the potential environmental 

impacts of the water intake and ocean outfall being permitted by the Harbor 

District, a decision was made to prepare an Environmental Impact Report. 

  c)  The County issued a Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 

Report on May 28, 2021, and conducted an agency scoping meeting on June 

10, 2021, and a separate public meeting the evening of June 10, 2021.  The NOP 

was sent to state agencies, property owners within 1,000 feet of the project site, 

people who expressed an interest in the project and the County issued a press 

release for the NOP and it was posted with the State Clearinghouse between 

May 28, 2021, and June28, 2021. 

  d)  The scoping meeting with the public generated comments related to GHG 

emissions, energy use, Sea Level Rise, alternative transportation, cumulative 

impact analysis, impacts to coastal access, impacts to water quality, 

improvements for water intake and source of fish eggs.  The Agency meeting 

was attended by 4 agencies and the comments focused on emissions from the 

facility, landfill gas, water outfall monitoring and improvements for the intake.   

  e)  The NOP elicited 12 comment letters. 

  f)  In accordance with CEQA Guidelines section 15082(c) the County of Humboldt 

conducted meetings with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

Regional Water Quality Control Board, California Coastal Commission and 

National Marine Fisheries Service to understand how to address comments 
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made on the IS/MND and scope the discussion and mitigation contained in the 

EIR. 

  g)  The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) (State Clearinghouse #2021040532) 

was prepared and circulated for a 60-day public review and comment period 

from December 20, 2021, to February 18, 2022.  The Notice of Completion was 

filed with the State Clearing House on December 20, 2021. 

  h)  The Notice of Availability for the DEIR identified it was available for review at the 

Planning and Building Department Website, Planning and Building Department, 

County Clerk-Recorder’s office, Humboldt State University Library, Humboldt 

County Library and the Humboldt Bay harbor, Recreation and Conservation 

District Office. 

  i)  The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) includes 18 mitigation measures which 

have been incorporated into a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan and is 

being adopted as part of the project. 

  j)  In accordance with CEQA Guidelines section 15091(a)(1) AND 15091(d) all 

project changes required to avoid significant effects on the environment have 

been incorporated into the project and/or are made conditions of approval. A 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan has been prepared in accordance 

with Humboldt County regulations and is designed to ensure compliance during 

project implementation and is has been adopted in conjunction with project 

approval. The applicant must enter, an “Agreement to Implement a Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Plan as a condition of project approval (Condition of 

Approval No. 5) 

  k)   The Draft EIR elicited 242 public comments, 12 from local, state, and federal 

agencies, 19 from non-governmental organizations, 79 from individuals, and 132 

letter of support. 

  l)   Each of the comments on the DEIR were identified, considered, and evaluated 

with and responded to.  To better address comments that were common to 

many commentors 8 Master Responses were prepared which addressed 

specific topics including:  Truck Traffic and Road Safety, Greenhouse Gas and 

Energy, Fish Escape, Fish Health and Biosecurity, Marine Outfall, Statements 

Unrelated to Environmental Issues, Intake Biologic Productivity, Substantial 

Evidence, Speculation, and Unsubstantiated Opinion, Level of Detain in EIR and 

Responses to Comments, Fish Feed, and Waste Handling and Disposal.    

  m)  A Final EIR was prepared. The Final EIR includes an Introduction, Comments and 

Responses, Comments Received following the close of Public Circulation, Errata 

to the DEIR, References, and a list of preparers in the document titles FEIR.  The 

Total contents of the FEIR are the DEIR the FEIR document, and the Errata to the 

FEIR.   

  n)  In preparation for public hearings on the project, the County held 2 public 

workshops, including at the Planning Commission on April 21, 2022 (online)and 

May 19, 2022 (Planning Commission), where the Commission and public were 

presented with the project and the components of the EIR. 

  o)  The FEIR was made available for review by the Planning Commission, public and 

agencies who commented on the DEIR on July 1, 2022 (27 days before the 

public hearing) consistent with CEQA Guidelines section15089.  The EIR was 

made available by sending notices providing information on how to access the 

FEIR.  The FEIR was only provided electronically with the ability to either view it, 

or to copy and download it.  
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  p)  An Errata to the FEIR was produced on July 15, 2022.  One comment had not 

been responded to and there were several minor typographical corrections 

where words were omitted.  The errata were provided to everybody who 

received instructions of how to obtain the FEIR. 

  q)  The EIR (DEIR/FEIR) was prepared by a consultant under contract to the 

applicant and administrative drafts were presented to the County staff for 

review and approval.  The documents were not released for public review until 

the contents of the DEIR and FEIR reflected the independent judgement of the 

County. 

  r)  Public Notice was given for the Public Hearing on the Project including the 

description that the Planning Commission would consider certification of the EIR 

prepared for the project in accordance with CEQA Guidelines 15202(e). 

  s)  The Humboldt County Planning and Building Department, located at 3015 H 

Street, Eureka, CA 95501 is the custodian of documents and other materials that 

constitute the record of proceedings upon which the decision to certify the EIR 

is based. 

 

4.  FINDING  The County has fulfilled the obligations under AB 52 (CEQA 21080.3.1) consulting 

with tribes to determine if there is the potential for tribal cultural resources 

associate with the Site.  No Tribal Cultural Resources were identified. 

 EVIDENCE a)  On November 2020, as part of the preparation of a Negative Declaration, the 

County invited tribes with traditional affiliation associate with the site to 

government to government consultation.   

  b)  On November 24, 2020, the Blue Lake Rancheria declined government to 

government consultation. 

  c)  On December 9, 2020, the County met with the Bear River Band of the 

Rohnerville Rancheria.  No Tribal Cultural concerns were identified.  Some 

project related questions were asked.  On February 9, 2021, the County 

provided follow up information for the Tribe. 

  d)  On March 2, 2021, the County conducted government to government 

consultation with the Yurok Tribe.  No expression of Tribal Cultural Resources 

related to the site were identified.   

  e)  On June 4, 2021, the County as part of preparation of the EIR sent out invitations 

to the Tribes in the County (Wiyot, Blue Lake Rancheria, Bear River Band of the 

Rohnerville Rancheria, and Yurok) to engage in government-to-government 

consultation related to Tribal Cultural Resources.  As of July 21, 2021, the County 

sent out a letter stating there had been no response to the June 4 invitation and 

the offer to consult would be closed as of July 23, 2021 unless a request for 

consultation was received. 

  f)  On August 21, 2021, the County met with the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville 

Rancheria to discuss the project and answer questions. 

  g)  On October 21, 202,1 the County met with the Wiyot Tribe to discuss the project 

and answer questions. 

 

5.  FINDING  AREAS OF NO IMPACT.  Based upon the findings of the Initial Study/Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, and as discussed in section 5 of the DEIR, Agriculture and 

Forestry, mineral extraction and mining, Land Use, Public Services, and 
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Recreation were determined to not have any environmental impact and were 

not evaluated in the EIR. 

 EVIDENCE  The project site does not include any farmland, forest land, or timberland, or 

land zoned for these uses thus there could be no impact. 

   There are no known mineral resources or mining operations in the area and thus 

there is no impact. 

   The site is an existing brownfield site, supporting the remains of an old pulp mill 

with a land use and zoning designation of Coastal Dependent Industrial.  

Aquaculture is a principal use in the Coastal Dependent Industrial zone and is 

completely consistent with the intent of this zone and there is no impact to land 

use. 

   The project would not create the need for additional public service or 

governmental facilities, nor would it result in increased response times thus there 

is no impact to public services. 

   The project would not interfere with any existing recreational facility nor create 

the need for additional recreational facilities; thus, there is no impact to 

recreation. 

 

6.  FINDING  In Section 3.1 of the DEIR, the approach to addressing cumulative impacts was 

addressed, and the DEIR addresses Cumulative impacts. 

 EVIDENCE a)  Cumulative Impacts are addressed in each of the environmental resource 

sections.  

  b)  There is a list of relevant projects that are included in Table 3-1 of the DEIR.  these 

are the projects used to analyze cumulative impacts  

    

7.  FINDING  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT: 

The EIR determined that there would be No Impact or a Less Than Significant 

impact to the following potential areas of impact: aesthetics, Biology-ocean 

discharge, Biology sensitive communities for the terrestrial development, ocean 

discharge and water intake, Biology migration of species for terrestrial 

development, ocean discharge and water intake, Biology-conflict with 

regulations to protect resources, Biology -conflict with conservation plan, 

Biology Cumulative impacts, Cultural Resources – historic resources, Cultural 

Resources – Cumulative Impacts, Energy, Greenhouse Gas, hydrology – 

groundwater supplies, drainage, flood flows and cumulative impacts, noise, 

population and housing, transportation, utilities, and wildfire.  These are impact 

determinations are from the individual questions addressed in the DEIR take 

from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines.  In this finding less than significant 

and no impact are combined to be differentiated from those impacts requiring 

mitigation.  

 EVIDENCE a)  The impact on aesthetic resources is less than significant because the project 

area is not associated with a scenic vista, is not in a location identified as a 

scenic resource, and the project will not damage the visual character of a site 

characterized by remnants of a prior industrial use and will not create 

substantial light or glare.  The project will not individually contribute to a 

cumulative impact on aesthetics and visual resources.  
  b)  The impact on biology related to adverse effects on riparian or other sensitive 

natural communities is less than significant for the ocean discharge and water 

intakes are less than significant because there is no impact on habitat area from 

the water intake or discharge. 

  c)  The impact on biology related to adverse effects on wetlands is less than 

significant for the ocean discharge, water intakes, or compensation work are 
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less than significant because there will not be water or fill material taken from or 

added to wetlands associated with these activities. 

  d)  The impact on biology related to h the movement of any native resident or 

migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory 

wildlife corridors or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites is less than 

significant because the project will not interfere with any known migration route. 

  e)  The project will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protection 

biological resources or conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 

Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved 

local, regional., or state HCP, so the biological impact is deemed less than 

significant. 

  f)  The cumulative impact to biological resources is less than significant because 

the primary impacts are construction related and of short duration.   

  g)  There are no historical resources located on the site and so the impact is less 

than significant.  The removal of the piers for the compensatory restoration is less 

than significant only because the pier piles represent past activity of the 

location, but they represent no historical value. 

  h)  The absence of known cultural resources on the site indicates no impact and 

thus will not result in a cumulative impact.  The potential impact is less than 

significant. 

  i)  The project will not result in wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 

energy resources, during Project construction or operation not will it conflict with 

or obstruction of a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency 

and will not result in a cumulatively significant impact to energy resources.  The 

project will use a significant amount of power for operation of pumps and filters, 

but the applicant has agreed to purchase power that is renewable or non-

carbon in accordance with the Redwood Coast Energy Authority objectives.  

This is in line with state and local ambitions to minimize greenhouse gas emission 

through power production.  The impact is less than significant.  

  j)  The Project would not directly or indirectly cause strong seismic ground shaking 

or cause seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction, landslides, or 

otherwise unstable soils, does not include soils incapable of supporting septic 

tanks, will not destroy paleontological resources or geologic features and will 

not contribute to a significant impact to geology or soils and thus the impact 

will be less than significant. 

  k)  The project will not generate greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, either directly or 

indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment, will not 

conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose 

of reducing the emissions of GHGs or contribute to a cumulatively significant 

impact relative to GHG emissions. The primary source of GHG emissions could 

be production of electricity, but the applicant has agreed to purchase power 

produced from renewable or non-carbon sources and thuse the impact is less 

than significant. 

  l)  The Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the 

environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 

materials, emit hazardous emissions, involve handling of hazardous materials, is 

not  located within an airport land use plan, will not result in a safety hazard or 

excessive noise for the people residing or working in the area, will not interfere 

with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan 
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and will not result in a cumulative impact relative to exposing the public to 

hazards, and thus the impact related to Hazards and Hazardous materials is less 

than significant.  

  m)  The Project would not substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere 

substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede 

sustainable groundwater management of the basin, alter existing drainage 

patterns of the site or the area, redirect flood flows conflict will water quality 

control plans or sustainable ground water management plans or individually 

contribute to cumulative impacts to groundwater or drainage impacts.  The site 

will not use ground water and the source of water the bay for salt water and 

part of the existing Mad River water allocation.  There are not any drainage 

features on site that will be impacted and thus the impact is less than significant. 

  n)  The Project would not result in generation of a substantial temporary or 

permanent increase in ambient noise, result in exposure of persons to or 

generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels and 

thus would not contribute to a cumulative noise impact making the impact 

associated with noise a less than significant impact. 

  o)  The project will not result in new roadways so will not increase hazards due to 

geometric design features, will not require trip lengths beyond the average for 

the county and will not compromise emergency access and so the impact 

related to transportation is less than significant. 

  p)  The project does not require extending or significant upgrading existing utility 

infrastructure and there is sufficient water supplies to serve the project, the 

planned wastewater treatment plan has been designed to accommodate 

development of this site, the solid waste generated by the site will be reused to 

the extent feasible consistent with statewide waste reduction targets, and the 

project will not result in cumulative impact result in a less than significant impact 

related to utilities. 

  q)  The proposed project Is in an area served by the fire protection district which 

has the capacity to serve this project, and the project is not in a location subject 

to wildfire to there will be a less than significant impact related to wildfire risk. 

  

8.  FINDING  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS MITIGATED TO LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT – The EIR 

identified potentially significant impacts to air quality,  that could result from the 

project and provides mitigation measures to reduce these impacts to a less that 

significant level. (CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1))  

 EVIDENCE a)  Air Quality: Activities associated with demolition of existing pulp mill 

infrastructure and construction of the aquaculture facility have the potential to 

impact air quality.  The primary concerns are related to dust and release of 

asbestos during demolition.   Mitigation Measures establish performance 

standards to address these potential impacts.  With the implementation of these 

mitigation measures the potential impact is reduced to less than significant 

  b)  Biological Resources: Potentially significant impacts on any species identified 

as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 

policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be mitigated to a less than significant level 

with the implementation of the following mitigation measures: 

i. Loss of dark-eyed gilia shall be replaced at a ratio of 3:1 
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ii. Steep-sided excavations capable of trapping mammals shall be ramped 

or covered if left overnight.  

iii. Bats shall be protected by following the schedule for demolition  

iv. Special status amphibians shall be protected by determining possible 

presence through a pre-construction survey and if present shall be 

relocated or addressed in consultation with CDFW.  

v. Ground disturbing activities shall be conducted outside of avian nesting 

season to protect special status avian species. 

vi. Soil Densification shall only occur during certain tidal elevations to avoid 

Impacts to Marine Mammals 

vii. For Special Status plant species around the piling removal a habitat 

survey will be conducted, and areas of special status plant species shall 

be avoided.  

viii. For the protection of Longfin Smelt, Mitigation Measure BIO 6a states that 

The Humboldt Bay Harbor District shall mitigate for the potential loss of 

Longfin Smelt larvae due to entrainment by the intakes. Mitigation 

consists of Habitat creation or enhancement to provide Longfin Smelt 

spawning, rearing, or nursery habitat capable of producing the number 

of Longfin Smelt larvae lost to entrainment.  
ix. Sensitive communities shall be replaced through compensatory 

Mitigation for Coastal Brambles and Dune Mat. 

  c)  Cultural Resource No cultural resources are identified on the site, however in the 

event that resources are inadvertently found a cultural monitor will be on site 

during earth disturbing activity and inadvertent discovery protocols will be 

implemented.  Based on this the potential impact is less than significant. 
  d)  Geology and Soils.  The project site is in a location of geologic activity and there 

is the potential for liquefaction at lower levels.  These impacts are mitigated by 

implementation of the geotechnical requirements as dictated by the 

geotechnical report prepared for this project, which includes seismic guidelines 

to be incorporated into building plans.  In addition, anytime there is grading 

there is the potential for soil erosion and sedimentation.  Mitigation has been 

provided with performance standards to minimize potential impacts from 

erosion.  With these mitigation measures potential impacts to geological 

resources are less than significant. 

  e)  Hazards and Hazardous Materials the cleanup of the site will involve the 

removal of potentially hazardous materials.  In order to address this a Interim 

Measures Work Plan has been developed to guide testing, assessment and 

removal of materials.  There is also mitigation for the removal of asbestos, and 

control of runoff from the site.  With these mitigation measures in place, the 

potential impact is less than significant. 

  f)  Hydrology and Water Quality The primary impacts to water quality associated 

with the site result from sedimentation during construction activities.   Mitigation 

Measures are proposed that include performance criteria to minimize the 

potential for sediment to be transported off site or to surface waters.  With these 

mitigation measures the impact to hydrology and water quality is less than 

significant. 

 

9.  FINDING  The Final EIR reflects the County of Humboldt’s independent judgment and 

analysis.  The Planning Commission considered the information presented in the 

FEIR in its entirety and considered the public comment on the FEIR prior to 

rendering its decision. 
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  a) The Planning Commission received a copy of the DEIR on December 

20,2021and FEIR on July 1, 2022.   The EIR was presented to the Planning 

Commission in its entirety and the Planning Commission reviewed and 

considered it before approving the Project.   
 

  b) At the Planning Commission meeting on July 28, 2022, the staff presentation 

included a thorough presentation of the FEIR. 

  1.  The Planning Commission deliberated on the information presented. 

 

10.  FINDING  RECIRCULATION OF THE DEIR IS NOT REQUIRED. While new information was 

included in FEIR, there is not new information in the FEIR which would trigger 

the thresholds for recirculation contained in CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5.  

The new information has not changed the impact identification or mitigation 

measures in such a way that the public has been deprived of a meaningful 

opportunity to comment on a substantial adverse environmental effect of the 

project or a feasible way to mitigate such effect. No new information has 

been added that identifies a new significant environmental impact not 

previously disclosed, no substantial increase in the severity of the identified 

environmental impacts would result from implementation of the approved 

project or implementation of the mitigation measures, no feasible project 

alternative or mitigation measures considerably different from those analyzed 

in the DEIR have been identified and the DEIR is adequate, allowing 

meaningful public review and comment. The new information added in the 

FEIR merely clarifies and amplifies and did not make significant modifications 

to an adequate DEIR (CEQA Guidelines 15088.5).  

 EVIDENCE a) Chapter 4 of the FEIR (Errata) included minor technical corrections that did not 

present new information or have the potential to impact determinations so 

these changes do not have the potential to deprive the public of the ability to 

participate, particularly since the FEIR was released 27 days before the public 

hearing.   The corrections are as follows: 

 

1. Project Description 

Section 4.1.1 – Corrected distance of Water Pipeline 

Section 2.1.6 – Correction to Longfin Smelt Listing Status (Not Federally 

Listed, State Listing is correct) 

Section 2.2.1 – Switchyard Upgrades – reservation of capacity for Harbor 

District 

Section 2.2.1 – Tenant Relocation and tenant improvements 

Section 2.2.3 – Tenant Relocation During Phase 0 

Section 2.2.4 – Project Operations / Facility Parking calculations 

Section 2.2.4 – Project Operations / Daily Facility Truck Traffic 

Section 2.2.4 – Project Operations / Access Roads 

Section 2.2.4 – Project Operations / Intake and Discharge Water – 

Specify Nordic will use treated water, others do not. 

Section 2.3 – Ocean Discharge specify port exit velocity 

Section 2.4.4 – Intake Design Considerations – Nordic uses treated water 

Section 2.5.4 – Project Construction – Sediment removal 

Section 2.5.7 – Off-Site Compensatory Restoration – removal of creosote 

piles 

2. Biological Resources 

Section 3.3.6 – Water Quality Related to Special Status Marine Life – 

specify number of diffuser ports. 
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Section 3.3.6 – Critical Habitat for the Humpback Whale and Southern 

Resident Killer Whale supports analysis in DEIR 

Section 3.3.6 – Number of Piles to be Removed Section 3.3.6 – Osprey 

Mitigation Reduced piles from 1,007 to 998 

3. Energy Resources 

Section 3.5.2 – Setting –Specify RCEA’s goals 

Section 3.5.2 – Setting/Nordic Energy Mix Commitments – Nordic 

provided more specific information on commitment to use renewable 

and or non-carbon-based energy. 

Section 3.5.7 – Cumulative Impacts – specify RCEA’s goals 

4. Greenhouse Gasses 

Section 3.7.6 – Impacts and Mitigation Measures year reference 

changed from 2030 to 2025. 

Section 3.7.6 – Impacts and Mitigation Measures – Delete section on 

comparison of current fish imports. 

5. Transportation 

Section 3.12.2 – Setting / Roadways – description of roadway speeds 

Section 3.12.2 – Setting / Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities – description 

of shoulder widths 

Section 3.12.2 – Setting / Transportation Management Plan – Applicant 

added a transportation management plan to the project description. 

Section 3.12.3 – Regulatory Framework / Bicycle Plan –Identification of 

bicycle routes. 

Section 3.12.6 – Impacts and Mitigation Measures / Impact TR-c – 

Discussion of Truck distribution and historical collision data supporting 

conclusions in DEIR. 

6. Alternatives 

Table 4-2 Draft EIR – Additional information added to address Atlantic 

Salmon. 

7. Appendices 

Section Appendix D – Marine Resources Biological Evaluation – Change 

to List of Preparers 

Section Appendix M – NOP Scoping and Comment Letters – Change to 

recipients of NOP. 

 

  b) The modification to the project description to clarify the commitment to use the 

energy mix committed to by RCEA is not a change to the project, it is a 

clarification of a commitment.  This is not new mitigation and does not create a 

new impact not previously identified.   
   The modification to the project description to add a transportation 

management plan is not a change to the project it is a management activity 

to further reduce vehicle miles traveled.  This is not new mitigation and does not 

create a new impact not previously identified.   

  c) REVISED MITIGATION MEASURE.  

The DEIR included Mitigation Measure BIO-6a: Protection of Longfin Smelt 

requiring the Humboldt Bay Harbor District mitigate for the potential loss of 

Longfin Smelt larvae due to entrainment by the intakes by removing piles from 

the Bay.  CDFW did not agree with this mitigation as adequate for the 

potential loss of LFS Larvae.  In consultation with CDFW a revised mitigation 

measure was developed to establish what the actual loss of larvae is 

projected to be and require that suitable spawning, nursery and rearing 

habitat be created.  This mitigation measure is an equivalent or more effective 
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in mitigating for potential significant effects. The impact determination remains 

the same with this revised mitigation measure, and the creation of new 

spawning, rearing, or nursery habitat does not create a new adverse impact 

not previously identified, so recirculation is not needed for this revised 

mitigation measure.  

 
 

10.  FINDING  An equivalent and more effective mitigation measure has been substituted for 

mitigation Bio 6a.  This mitigation sought to provide additional habitat for Long 

Fin Smelt to compensate for the potential entrainment of LFS larvae through 

removal of piles in the bay.  The new mitigation measure will require providing 

habitat specifically for Long Fin Smelt spawning, rearing and nursery habitat. 
 EVIDENCE a) The Comments from CDFW expressed concern that compensatory habitat 

should be at the life stage of the larvae.  Creating habitat for spawning, rearing 

and nursery life stages fits this request.  

11.  FINDING  The environmental resource consideration of Area of Productivity Forgone from 

the water intake from Humboldt Bay was found to be a less than significant 

CEQA Impact, but it is an impact that the Coastal Commission will evaluation 

and address as part of their Coastal Development Permit.  The EIR has 

evaluated the impacts of providing mitigation for this compensation.  In 

accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(a)(2) the County will not take 

action on Area of Productivity Forgone. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The Harbor District has filed a Coastal Development Permit to the California 

Coastal Commission for the upgrade of the water intakes. 

 

12.  FINDING  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT The proposed Project would 

not result in significant and unavoidable impacts.  All potential environmental 

impacts will be mitigated to a less than significant level with incorporation of 

mitigation measures.  

 EVIDENCE a) The DEIR used Appendix G from the CEQA Guidelines for determining the 

potential significance of impacts.   
   The DEIR identified that there were 18 potentially significant environmental 

effects, but each of these could be mitigated to a level of less than significant.  

   See Finding 6 for a summary of the impacts and mitigation measures. 

 

13.  FINDING  CEQA ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT – In compliance with CEQA 

Guidelines section 15126.6, the DEIR considered several alternatives to the 

Project. The EIR considered the alternatives described below which are more 

fully described in the DEIR.  

 

 EVIDENCE a) The EIR included the following as project objectives: 

1. To establish a world-class land-based finfish RAS aquaculture facility on 

the Samoa Peninsula 

2. To provide a fresh local food source, produced in the region where it is 

consumed, to mitigate the damaging  

3. environmental impacts associated with long-distance air shipment of 

seafood 

4. To produce nutritious seafood for the West Coast market free of 

antibiotics and avoidance of GMOs 
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5. To construct and operate a fresh water-efficient aquaculture facility 

with a minimal environmental impact 

6. To provide approximately 150 fulltime jobs, including engineers, 

biologists, administration staff, maintenance  

7. staff, fish processing, and other operations staff  

8. To remediate existing environmental contamination at the Project Site 

associated with a former industrial site  

9. (brownfield) encountered during demolition and re-development of 

the site 

10. Redevelop an existing underutilized industrial site absent residential 

neighbors to minimize environmental  

11. impacts as much as possible, remediating existing environmental 

contamination that may be present to meet the  

12. standards of food production and safety. 

13. To support local industry and innovation by selling nutrient-rich 

aquaculture coproducts to local businesses for 

14. beneficial uses. 

  b) Alternative 1- No Project Alternative 

A No Project Alternative assumes the proposed Project on the RMT II site 

would not be developed, leaving the RMT II site, as owned by the HBDA, in 

its present condition. The No Project Alternative would not result in 

construction of a facility or clean up of this brownfield site and does not 

meet the project objectives. 

  c) Alternative 2 – Off-Site Location 

 

In an effort to identify an appropriate and potentially feasible off-site 

location, the County’s Alternative Sites Analysis was revisited (see Section 

4.2.3). While the RMT I parcel alone was infeasible due to its extended shape, 

an off-site alternative was developed that combined RMT I (APN 401-031-

040) with two adjacent parcels to the west owned by Samoa Pacific Group 

LLC (Danco) (APN 401-031-055 and APN 401-031-070, see Figure 4-2 – 

Alternatives Analysis: Redwood Marine Terminal I and Danco Property). All 

three parcels are appropriately zoned Coastal Dependent Industrial and are 

generally vacant and/or underutilized. These parcels are also presently 

proposed to be encumbered by the Harbor District as part of a future 

Renewable Energy Port.   While this alternative is feasible, it does not reduce 

any impact finding, does not remove existing dilapidated buildings, and 

would require extension of water intake lines, water discharge lines and 

power lines.  It does not completely achieve the project objectives and does 

not lessen any impacts, but actually requires installation of more 

infrastructure.   

  d) Alternative 3 – Fish Species and Water Source 

 

Alternative 3 evaluates the potential for alternative fish species, including 

Atlantic Salmon as proposed, Steelhead in seawater, Rainbow Trout in 

freshwater, and Yellowtail Kingfish. Alternate water sources include an 

oceanic seawater intake from the Pacific Ocean, a Humboldt Bay seawater 

intake via groundwater, and terrestrial groundwater intake via terrestrial slant 

wells.  The Fish Species alternative and alternative sources of water all ended 

up with Less than significant impact and so do not reduce any impacts.  As 

a result, this alternative is not environmentally superior. 
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DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission takes the following actions: 

 

1. Certifies the Environmental Impact Report for the Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, project;  

 

 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 28, 2022. 

 

The motion was made by Commissioner  _________________ and seconded by Commissioner 

___________________. 

 

AYES:  Commissioners:  

NOES:  Commissioners:  

ABSTAIN:  Commissioners:  

ABSENT: Commissioners:  

DECISION:    

 

I, John H. Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify 

the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter 

by said Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      

 

 __________________________________ 

 John H. Ford, Director 

 Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number: 22- 

Record Number PLN-2022-16698 

 Assessor’s Parcel Number: 401-112-021 

 

Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt adopting findings to support the 

approval of the project, and conditionally approve the Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, Coastal 

Development Permit and Special Permit request. 

 

WHEREAS, Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, submitted an application and evidence in support of 

approving a Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit for the demolition and remediation of 

the former Samoa Pulp Mill infrastructure to facilitate the construction of a land-based aquaculture 

facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and 

has referred the application and evidence to involved reviewing agencies for site inspections, 

comments and recommendations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly-noticed public hearing on July 

28, 2022, and reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for a Coastal Development 

Permit and Special Permit and reviewed and considered all evidence and testimony presented at 

the hearing. 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1.  FINDING:  Project Description:  A Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit for 

the demolition and remediation of the Samoa Pulp Mill facility and the 

construction of a land-based finfish recirculating aquaculture system 

(RAS) facility, consisting of five buildings totaling 766,530 square feet and 

the installation of 4.8 megawatt (MW) solar panel array mounted on 

building rooftops, covering approximately 690,000 square feet. A Special 

Permit for an exception to the loading space requirements. The height of 

the tallest proposed building is 60 feet. The aquaculture facility would 

produce fresh head on gutted fish and fillets for delivery to regional 

markets. The species to be produced at the facility is intended to be 

Atlantic Salmon, pending approval from CDFW. The Project will include 

ancillary support features such as paved parking, fire access roads, 

security fencing, and stormwater management features. The Project 

would require approximately 2.5 million gallons per day (MGD) of 

freshwater and industrial water provided by the Humboldt Bay Municipal 

Water District, sourced from the Mad River. Existing on-site water service 

supplied by the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District would be 

connected to the new buildings for potable use, fire sprinklers, and 

irrigation. The Project would require approximately 10 MGD of salt water, 

which will be provided by upgraded water intake infrastructure located 

adjacent to the NAFC Project Site, on Humboldt Bay. Treated wastewater 

would be discharged utilizing the existing Redwood Marine Terminal II 
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Ocean outfall pipe, which extends one and a half miles offshore. A total 

of 12.5 MGD would be released daily.  

 EVIDENCE: a)  Project File:  PLN-2020-16698 

 

FINDINGS FOR COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT: CONFORMANCE WITH THE LOCAL COASTAL PLAN 

(HBAP)  

2.   FINDING:  The proposed development is in conformance with the land use 

designation of Humboldt Bay Area Plan (HBAP) designating the site for 

Coastal Dependent (MC) and Industrial, General - Coastal Areas (MG) 

which allows Aquaculture as a permitted use when it meets the Coastal 

Dependent Industrial regulations.   

 EVIDENCE: a) The Project Site is designated Industrial, Coastal Dependent (MC) and 

Industrial, General - Coastal Areas (MG) under the HBAP. All 

development will occur within the MC designation. Aquaculture and 

aquaculture support facilities are principally permitted uses under both 

the MC and MG land use designations. 

  b) Section 3.13 and 3.25 Coastal-Dependent Industrial -30255; of the 

Humboldt Bay Area Plan states that Aquaculture is a coastal-dependent 

use, and coastal dependent uses shall have priority over other 

developments near the shoreline, shall not be sited in a wetland which 

this facility is not located in a wetland. 

  c) The proposed project is a land-based aquaculture facility farming 

Atlantic Salmon. This use is a coastal dependent use due to the 

operational need for saltwater.  

 

3. FINDING:  The project is consistent with Section 3.14 and 3.26, 30250(a) of HBAP, 

requiring new industrial development to be located within, contiguous 

with, or in close proximity to existing industrial areas able to 

accommodate the proposed use without an impact on coastal 

resources. 

 EVIDENCE: a) The project is proposed on an existing Industrial Brownfield Site previously 

used by a Freshwater Tissue Pulp Mill. No significant impacts to coastal 

resources will result from this development.  

4. FINDING:  The project site is equipped with sufficient power to support the use, and 

there is both fresh potable water infrastructure and fresh industrial water 

available to serve the site.  

  a) PG&E service is delivered to the Project Area via the existing energy 

infrastructure located on the Samoa Peninsula. The Project will be served 

by an existing 60-kilovolt (KV), 20 Megawatt (MW) electrical switchyard 

located on site. 

  b) NAFC will be taking over the existing meter and expanding the total 

capacity of the switchyard to 30-35 MW to be utilized by NAFC and 

HBHRCD RMT II operations. Additional onsite power will be generated by 

an approximate 4.8 MW rooftop solar installation. 

  c) The facility will utilize onsite dual-fuel emergency backup generators to 

power all critical functions of the facility in the event of grid power 

disruption. The emergency backup generators would have a combined 

capacity of approximately 20 MW. 

  d) Will-serve letter on-file stating that Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 

has the ability to 300,000 gallons of domestic potable water per day and 

3 million gallons of non-potable industrial water per day using existing 
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HBMWD waterline infrastructure. This exceeds the required amount for 

facility operations.  

  e) See finding #9. 

 

5. FINDING:  

 

The project is consistent with 3.14 HBAP section 13142.5(a) development 

policies for Coastal Marine Environment, requiring wastewater 

discharge shall be treated to protect beneficial uses of receiving 

waters;(c) discharges into coastal areas of biological importance shall 

not significantly alter overall ecological balance of receiving area; and 

(d) independent baseline studies of the existing marine system should 

be conducted in the area that could be affected by a new or 

expanded industrial facility using seawater prior to development.  The 

Outfall is regulated separately by the California Coastal Commission 

and Regional Water Quality Control Board, but its use is consistent with 

the provisions of the Local Coastal Plan. 

  a) A wastewater treatment facility is a component of the proposed 

project, treating all effluent prior to discharge in the ocean outfall. The 

EIR and associated studies for the project have determined that the 

discharge will not have a negative effect on the environment. 

  b) Discharge is regulated under a National Pollution Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) order No. R1- 2021-0026 administered by the RWQCB, 

which would require ongoing operational monitoring and reporting to 

ensure compliance. Requirement of an NPDES Permit from RWQCB is a 

Condition of Approval (COA#9). 

  c) To ensure RWQCB/Clean Waters Act regulatory objectives are met, an 

independent baseline Dilution Study was prepared by GHD (2020), 

which examined the modeled effluent for the various mixing zones near 

the diffuser finding conformance with the Ocean Plan and Thermal Plan 

(quality control plans established by the State Water Resources Control 

Board). 

  d) The Dilution Study found that treated effluent achieves a reduction of 99 

percent of total suspended solids, BOD, and phosphorus, with a 90± 

percent reduction of nitrogen. Ammonium nitrogen release is modelled 

at .004 mg/L which conforms to the Nitrate Ocean Plan standard of 

.6mg/L. The preliminary concept design of 64 open ports yields a 

predicted mixing zone (i.e., marine toxicity and physiological stress to 

biotic receptors) that is met within 5 ft of the diffuser on the basis of the 

near-field modelling achieving conformance per Ocean Plan 

implemented by the RWQCB’s NPDES Permit. 

  e) The Project’s effluent discharge would not discharge into a coastal 

wetland or area of special biological significance, marine reserves, or 

kelp beds. The ecological balance of the receiving area would not be 

significantly impacted. There have not been areas of special biological 

significance identified by CDFW or RWQCB. The outfall is existing and 

currently utilized from other users along Samoa Peninsula. There are no 

marine reserves within the subject area. The Dilution Study identifies 

receiving waters regulatory targets met consistent with the RWQCB and 

the Clean Waters Act. Ongoing annual monitoring of receiving waters is 

a Condition of Approval (COA#19). 

 

6. FINDING:  The project is consistent with 3.14 HBAP section 13142.5(b) development 

policies for Coastal Marine Environment, for each industrial installation 
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for an industrial activity using seawater, requiring mitigation measures 

feasible shall be used to minimize the intake and mortality of all forms of 

marine life.  The intake is regulated separately by the California Coastal 

Commission but it’s use is consistent with the provisions of the Local 

Coastal Plan. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Protection of non-special status listed species would be achieved 

through compensatory off-site habitat restoration activities required by 

the Coastal Development Permit issued by the California Coastal 

Commission to (1) offset a small reduction in the Humboldt Bay’s 

biological productivity as a result of entrainment of non-special status 

larval species, (2) compensate for the potential take of longfin smelt 

(LFS) larvae during the operation of the two sea water intakes 

  b) Mitigation Measure BIO-6a: Protection of Longfin Smelt 

  c) The EIR identifies potential impacts to larval Longfin Smelt at the 

seawater intake location due to potential entrainment.  

  d) LFS is being mitigated on a 1:1 basis in the form of larval habitat creation 

within brackish waters of Humboldt Bay known for spawning/rearing 

habitat explicitly for the potentially impacted LFS life-stage.  

  e) National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) requires 1.75mm (0.07 in.) or less 

slot opening for screening water intakes to prevent impingement or 

entrainment. The proposed intake screen slot size openings for both of 

the two screens are 1.0 mm (0.04 inch). 

  f) Both federal and state regulations require a maximum through-screen 

velocity of 0.5 feet per second (fps) to meet compliance standards for 

minimizing impacts due to impingement. Intake screen slot size is 

designed to result in low approach velocities of 0.2 fps (6 cm per 

second) or less. 

  g) Off-site compensatory restoration would include pile removal and 

spartina removal, implemented by the California Coastal Commission 

through a Coastal Development Permit for ocean water intake 

upgrades.  

  h) Pile removal would include up to 988 piles and 151 crossbeams from the 

Kramer Dock in Humboldt Bay.  

  i) Spartina removal would include up to one (1) acre and would be 

conducted under existing permits issued to the Harbor District (Harbor 

District Permit 14- 05 and Coastal Development Permit 1-14-0249). 

 

7. FINDING:  The proposed project is consistent with 3.14 HBAP section 30232, 

protection against spillage of crude gas, petroleum products, or 

hazardous substances. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Potential impacts can occur in the general vicinity of a petroleum spill 

and can be reduced to less-than significant levels by implementing 

Mitigation Measure PEIR WQ-3: Minimize Fuel and Petroleum Spill Risk. 

  b) Fueling operations or storage of petroleum products shall be maintained 

off-site, and a spill prevention and management plan shall be 

developed and implemented to contain and clean up spills. Transport 

vessels and vehicles, and other equipment (e.g., mowers) shall not be 

serviced or fueled in the field except under emergency conditions. 

 

8. FINDING:  The project is consistent with 3.17 and 3.29 HBAP section 30253(1), new 

development shall minimize risk to life and property in areas of high 

geologic, flood, or fire hazard; (2) assure structural stability and integrity.  

PLN-2020-16698 Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, CDP and Special Permit                                                                                                   July 28, 2022 Page 32



 

 

 EVIDENCE: a) Geologic Safety: The property is located in an area of low to moderate 

geologic instability. A Geotechnical Investigation by SHN in 2020 outlines 

an analysis of natural hazards in the County and recommends that the 

project require designs in accordance with seismic and foundation 

design criteria, as well as site preparation and grading criteria per 

California Building Code and the American Society of Civil Engineers 

(ASCE) 7-16 Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures. 

Existing structural hazards will not impact the proposed project as 

existing infrastructure will be demolished and the site remediated. 

Adherence to the recommendations in the Geotechnical Report are 

required for the project and identified as Mitigation measure GEO-1 of 

the EIR.  The geotechnical recommendations will be incorporated into 

the final plans and specifications for the Project and will be 

implemented during construction. Therefore, the project is consistent 

with Seismic and Public Safety Elements of Volume 1 the General Plan, 

which is referenced as applicable criteria within the HBAP.  

  b) Flooding: All areas subject to development are outside of the 100-year 

flood plain. Sea level rise (SLR) data was examined for the site to 

evaluate the risks associated with inundation utilizing the Humboldt Bay: 

Sea Level Rise, Hydrodynamic Modeling, and Inundation Vulnerability 

Mapping prepared by Northern Hydrology and Engineering (2015). The 

modeling provides evidence that the risk of inundation is low compared 

to surrounding sites along the Humboldt Bay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 c) Tsunami: The project involves ocean intake, outfall, and land-based 

development allowable for new development within the 100-year 

tsunami run up elevation outlined in the HBAP. The parcel is within a 

tsunami hazard area. Deep foundations and ground densification 

grade will be constructed as recommended by the Project’s 

geotechnical evaluation and site-specific tsunami inundation analysis 

(Martin & Chock, Inc., 2020), to protect structural integrity in the event 

of a tsunami and associated potential wave scouring. Backup 

generators will be elevated above the predicted tsunami wave height 

to avoid potential for release of pollutants in the event of a tsunami. 

Diesel fuel storage would be underground in two 25,000-gallon tanks 

vented, anchored, and armored to prevent release. Building designs for 

the hatchery would require tanks to be developed to withstand a 2,500-

year event. 

 Adherence to Mitigation Measures GEO-1 and HAZ-1 are identified in 

the EIR.  

  d) Fire Hazard: A portion of the parcel is rated moderate fire hazard 

severity. The parcel is served by the Peninsula Community Services 

District, who responds to structural fires and emergencies. The project 

site is developed with impervious surfaces. Circulation within the campus 

would allow traffic to flow unobstructed, and a 20-foot-wide fire road is 

proposed on the south side of Building 2 to ensure fire access is 

supported throughout the facility. The site is served by industrial water 

supply via Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District and emergency water 

sources exist on-site. The Peninsula CSD has recommended approval of 

the project and confirmed serviceability and that the fire road is 

sufficient for emergency vehicle access. 
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  e) Structural designs/construction plans, including site densification, will 

ensure of structural integrity in the rare event of a natural disaster and is 

designed that no significant erosion, geologic instability, or site 

alterations would occur to natural landforms. 

 

9. FINDING:  Section 3.30 Natural Resource Protection Policies and Standards: The 

project is consistent with this section as follows:  

 EVIDENCE:  Section 3.30 – 30240(a), (b) Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas 

(ESHA): The Project is consistent with Section 30240 a and b of the 

Coastal Act. The facility footprint was redesigned and moved to the 

north and impacts to high quality dune mat (ESHA) have been avoided 

and development setbacks of 35-feet applied. Within the buffer is a 20-

foot-wide fire road. The road will also act as a buffer, as it would only be 

used in an emergency. Construction fencing is required along the edge 

of the buffer, as shown on the Site Plan (setback 15 feet from the road). 

The fencing shall remain in place throughout the construction period to 

prevent vehicles, equipment, or materials from entering the ESHA. The 

grading plans for the project site shall design finished pad grades to not 

result in grade changes at the edge of the buffer or fire road within the 

ESHA buffer. The ESHA protection measures are described as Mitigation 

Measure BIO-7 of the EIR. Other areas where dune mat habitat was 

identified was anthropogenically modified or contained such a high 

percentage of non-native species that it did not qualify as ESHA. 

   Section 3.30 – 30233 Diking, Filling, or Dredging of Open Coastal Waters, 

Wetlands, and Estuaries (a): Diking, filling or dredging activities are not 

proposed, therefore mitigation measures are not necessary. There will 

not be water or fill material taken from or added to wetlands associated 

with the project. 

   Section 3.30 Wetland Buffer – Section 6(d):  A wetland delineation was 

completed for the Project Site as part of the Special Status Plant Survey 

and Vegetation Community Mapping/ESHA/Wetland Baseline 

Evaluation, Rev. 1 prepared by GHD dated February 16, 2021.  

Delineated wetlands are classified as one-parameter coastal willow 

thickets (Salix hookeriana) and were not found to contain hydric soils. A 

total of 0.27-acres of coastal willow thickets are mapped within the 

project area and would not be impacted as a result of construction. 

Due to the size and poor quality of wetlands, the project establishes a 

100-foot wetland buffer, consistent with HBAP wetlands setback 

requirements outside of the urban limit line. Development within the 

buffer is allowable provided no more than 25% of the developed surface 

is effectively impervious, stormwater runoff does not detrimentally affect 

the wetland, areas of temporary disturbance are restored and promptly 

replanted, and erosion impacts related to construction are minimized 

with BMPs.  Development within the buffer would be limited to site 

grading and would not result in extensive new impervious surface. 

Following construction, graded surfaces would be reseeded and/or 

replanted as identified in the Project’s landscaping plan. The Project’s 

stormwater drainage system would route stormwater away from the 

one-parameter wetlands, avoiding any potential impact related to 

stormwater. Erosion control BMPs are included in Mitigation Measure 
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GEO-2 of the EIR and would be implemented to protect wetlands during 

construction.  

   Section 3.30 – 30230 Coastal Streams, Riparian Vegetation and Marine 

Resources: Section 30230 of the Coastal Act requires marine resources 

to be maintained, enhanced and where feasible, restored. To evaluate 

the potential impacts to marine resources, a Marine Resources 

Biological Evaluation Report, Rev. 3 was prepared by GHD on February 

1, 2021. Additionally, a Numerical Modelling Report, Rev. 1 dated 

February 2021 was prepared by GHD and modeled the effluent 

discharge from the project with respect to applicable water quality 

regulations and was considered in the Marine Resources Report. As 

summarized in Section 3.3 - Biological Resources of the EIR, both reports 

found that impacts from the treated wastewater would not be 

detrimental to the health of the marine resources that occur near the 

diffuser of the ocean outfall pipe. In order to mitigate the potential 

impacts to marine mammals which could be present in the Level B 

harassment zone during soil densification construction during Phase 2 

build out, Mitigation Measure BIO-6 of the EIR shall be incorporated. This 

requires soil densification to only occur when the tidal surface water 

elevation is below the 330-foot radius where Level B injury could occur. 

Final construction plans are required to show the tidal elevation that 

corresponds with the 330-foot radius shown in Figure 2 of the Project’s 

Hydroacoustic, Noise, and Vibration Assessment (Illingworth and Rodkin 

2020, Appendix J of the EIR). In addition, final construction plans shall 

also show the explicit portion of the Phase 2 Grow-Out Module required 

to adhere to soil densification construction during low tide conditions. 

The Project Site does not include a stream, tributary, or other waterway 

with riparian habitat. Riparian habitat is not present within development 

footprint and appropriate setbacks are in place for ESHA/wetlands on 

the parcel. Therefore, there would be no impact to riparian habitat and 

associated species resulting from the Project. 

 

10. FINDING:  The project is consistent with section 3.40 Visual Resource Protection of 

the HBAP, protecting scenic and visual qualities of coastal resources 

 EVIDENCE: a) Project Site currently has low visual quality, low visual sensitivity, and poor 

visual character. Remediation and demolition activities include the 

removal of an existing abandoned and dilapidated industrial 

infrastructure, including the former pulp mills 270-foot tall smokestack, 

which are the dominant views of the proposed Terrestrial Development 

and surrounding area. The existing smokestack is visible from as far north 

as Arcata, as well as the communities of Eureka, and Humboldt Hill. The 

smokestack and 12-story Reboiler Building are also visible from Samoa 

Beach and surrounding dunes by the recreating public. Removal of 

existing infrastructure will improve overall aesthetics and benefit coastal 

visual resources. 

  b) The maximum height of the new facility would be approximately 60 feet, 

a reduction in comparison to existing conditions. There would be views 

of the buildings visible between the dunes via New Navy Base Road. 

Façade colors and patterns have been chosen to integrate the 

buildings into the natural setting and visually integrate into surrounding 

scenic resources absent negative visual effects on the Coastal Scenic 
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Area west of New Navy Base Road. Distant views would exist from the 

City of Eureka shoreline. 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH THE ZONING ORDINANCE.   

11. FINDING:  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the MC zone, 

meets applicable development standards within the MC zone. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Coastal-Dependent Industrial (MC) Zone is intended to protect and reserve 

parcels on or near the sea for industrial uses dependent on the harbor or the 

sea. The proposed aquaculture use is reliant upon existing infrastructure along 

Humboldt Bay and in the Pacific Ocean. Aquaculture is a principally permitted 

Coastal Dependent use.  

  b) The 76-acre lot exceeds 10,000 square feet lot minimum. No lot changes are 

proposed.  

  c) The subject parcel meets applicable setbacks within MC zone and combining 

zones (no setbacks). 

  d) The tallest building is 60 feet of the 75-foot maximum allowed in the MC zone. 

Front yard setbacks exceed 100+ feet to justify building height.  

  e) Lot coverage is approximately 48% (36-acre development/76-acre parcel). 

 

12. FINDING:  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the 

Archaeological Resource Area Outside of Shelter Cove (A) Combing Zone. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Historical Resource Investigation Report prepared by Roscoe and Associates, 

September 2020 (on-file), finding no culturally or historically significant resources 

within the project’s development site. The investigation report recommends 

following Mitigation Measures CR-1 through CR-3 which are implemented as 

Mitigation Measures for the project.  

  b) During ground disturbing activities the applicant shall implement Mitigation 

Measure CR-1: Implementation of Protocols for Cultural Monitoring During 

Ground Disturbance, 

  c) In the event that culturally or historically sensitive resources are discovered, the 

applicant shall implement Mitigation Measure CR-2: Implementation of 

Inadvertent Discovery Protocols. 

  d) In the event that Archeological resources or human remains are encountered 

the applicant shall implement Mitigation Measure CR-3: Minimize Impacts to 

Unknown Archaeological Resources and Human Remains if Encountered. 

 

13. FINDING:  Consistent with section 314.3 of the Industrial Development Policies set forth in 

the HBAP, it has been determined that there is no alternative site found to 

better suit the project/aquaculture needs. Additionally, the project is found to 

be consistent with Supplemental Coastal Zone Industrial Use Type Findings 

within section 312-35.1 that the proposed use be located on a site with the 

lowest numeric priority. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Consultation between the County, HBHRCD, CCC, USACE, and the Long-

Range Planning Division identified that there were no alternative locations for 

the proposed project. Only Priority 4 sites, which lack essential outfall 

infrastructure, were vacant and posed infeasible for the applicant.  

  b) The site is classified as a Priority 2 Site, a site that requires new construction of 

facilities without conversions of wetlands. This is the second lowest numerical 

site prioritization. Priority 1 would require utilization of existing facilities.  

  c) Alternatives sites identified would require new construction of ocean water 

intake and outfall discharge facilities, which has been identified as 

economically/environmentally unfeasible for the project applicant. 
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  d) The selected site has existing infrastructure necessary for the project’s coastal 

dependent industrial use and would involve the upgrade of public use 

infrastructure (ocean water intake) which has the potential to serve future 

project sites for the coastal dependent industrial zoned properties along the 

North Spit of the Samoa Peninsula. 

 

14. FINDING:  The proposed development has an approved parking exception request with 

section 313-109.1.4.4 Industrial Uses, which provides a parking standard 

applicable to the management offices, production staff, and variable parking 

components of an industrial facility. The proposal will not be detrimental to 

public welfare consistent with the Supplemental Coastal Zone Findings for 

Granting an Exception in Section 312-41.1.2  

 EVIDENCE: a) The proposed facility contains 6,400 s.f. of management office area and 20 

office employees, the resulting office-related number of required parking 

spaces is 41 ((6,400 s.f./300 s.f.) + 20 office employees). The requirement to 

provide 41 spaces to meet the parking needs of 20 office workers is excessive, 

even when factoring in the need for visitor parking. 

  b) The regulatory standard presented is one space per 1,500 s.f. of gross floor 

space. If this standard were applied to the project, it would require an overly 

excessive amount of parking for what would be utilized by staff: 437 spaces 

(655,859 s.f./1,500 s.f.) to serve the 90 employees present on the largest shift. 

  c) The applicant has proposed to provide off-street parking per the following:  

Office Staff and Visitors: 30 spaces (one space per employee + 10 visitor 

spaces) Production Staff: 90 spaces (one space per employee on the largest 

shift) 

Total: 120 Spaces (Amount shown on current site plan on-file). Of these 120 

spaces, five (5) ADA parking spaces would be established, satisfying the ADA 

requirements prescribed in Section 313-109.1.3.8. 

  d) There will be no impact to environmentally sensitive communities as the 

loading and unloading exemption is not located in an environmentally 

sensitive area and is proposing less loading space designed on a need basis, 

which is a deintensification from the standard regulatory requirement. 

  e) The request was granted via Director Determination consistent with section  

 

15. FINDING:  The applicant has justified the request for a Special Permit requested pursuant 

to Section 313-109.1.5.2 of the HCC, to authorize a reduction in loading space 

requirements from 29 to seven (7) specially designed loading docks and bays. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The regulatory standard is one loading space per 20,000 square feet of gross 

floor area, requiring 29 loading spaces for the project. 

  b)  The regulatory intent of the loading space requirements is to prevent unsafe 

situations resulting from freight or delivery trucks blocking roadways, as might 

occur in an urban environment. As such, the construction of 29 loading spaces 

would both harm the operation of the facility and not achieve the regulatory 

purpose of §109.1.5 

  c)  Operation will involve regular loading and unloading of material such as fish 

feed, waste, and finished product. To accomplish this, the facility proposes 

seven specially designed loading docks and bays. 

  d)  Facility proposal is in a geographical location site capable of handling all 

necessary freight traffic including ingress, egress, queuing, loading, and 

unloading. The type, number, and design of the proposed docks/bays will 

meet the facility’s needs in a way that does not block or impede internal or 

external circulation. 
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  e)  The level of anticipated use of incoming and outgoing truck traffic has been 

accurately estimated through detailed operational planning and existing 

comparable facilities. Daily truck percentage on these roadways increases by 

at most 0.5% with the project operational at full build out (Section 3.12 

Transportation and Errata of the EIR). 

  f)  The seven proposed loading docks would appropriately meet the needs of 

the operation without impacts to public health, safety, and welfare.  

 

16. FINDING:  The parcel was created in compliance with all applicable state and local 

subdivision regulations. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Lot Line Adjustment: LLA-10-02/CDP-10-06; Notice of Lot Line Adjustment and 

Certificate of Subdivision Compliance (document number 2009-2423); 

memorialized in Book 69 of Surveys, Page 106-107. 

 

17. FINDING:  As conditioned, the project is consistent with standards for the operation of 

industrial development applied to all industrial use types in Humboldt County 

sections 313-103.1.4, Standards for Non-residentially Impacted Industrial 

Development  

 EVIDENCE: a) The project site is zoned coastal dependent industrial (MC) and is surrounded 

by other industrially planned and zoned properties, therefore the project 

location is considered non-residential.  

  b) Vibrations will not impact adjacent lands/land use as they would not be a result 

from facility operations consistent with section 103.1.4.4 

  c) As designed and consistent with operations plans, the facility will not interfere 

with radio or television reception consistent with 103.1.4.5 

  d) All operational activities for the facility at full build out will take place within fully 

enclosed buildings consistent with section 313-103.1.4.6. and noise generating 

by industrial operations shall not exceed 70dB(A) anywhere off the site as a 

result of enclosed activities consistent with 103.1.4.4 

 

18. FINDING:  Consistent with section 313-45.1 it has been determined that there is no 

alternative site found to better suit the project/aquaculture needs. Additionally, 

the project is found to be consistent with Supplemental Coastal Zone Industrial 

Use Type Findings within section 312-35.1 that the proposed use be located on 

a site with the lowest numeric priority. 

 EVIDENCE: a) Consultation between the County, HBHRCD, CCC, USACE, and the Long-

Range Planning Division identified that there were no alternative locations for 

the proposed project. Only Priority 4 sites, which lack essential outfall 

infrastructure, were vacant and posed infeasible for the applicant.  

  b) The site is classified as a Priority 2 Site, a site that requires new construction of 

facilities without conversions of wetlands. This is the second lowest numerical 

site prioritization. Priority 1 would require utilization of existing facilities.  

  c) Alternatives sites identified would require new construction of ocean water 

intake and outfall discharge facilities, which has been identified as 

economically/environmentally unfeasible for the project applicant. 

  d) The selected site has existing infrastructure necessary for the project’s coastal 

dependent industrial use and would involve the upgrade of public use 

infrastructure (ocean water intake) which has the potential to serve future 

project sites for the coastal dependent industrial zoned properties along the 

North Spit of the Samoa Peninsula. 
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19. FINDING:  The project is consistent with section 313-45.1.7 through 313-45.1.7.1, adverse 

impacts are mitigated to the maximum extent feasible and conform to Special 

Area Combining Zone Regulations and other resource protections. 

 EVIDENCE: a) The EIR identified potentially significant impacts to air quality, biological 

resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous 

materials, hydrology and water quality, that could result from the project and 

provides mitigation measures to reduce these impacts to a less that significant 

level. (CEQA Guidelines Section 15091(a)(1)) 

  b) The applicant is required to implement the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program, containing 18 mitigation measures and complete all Conditions of 

Approval for the project prior to and during operation. Mitigation Measures 

have also been included as Conditions of Approval (COA#5). 

  c) Planning Commissioners have adopted Resolution No. 22—____ certifying the 

EIR prepared on behalf of the project 

 

20. FINDING:  The project as approved with Mitigation Measures and Conditions of Approval 

will not be operated or maintained in a manner that will be detrimental to the 

public health, safety, or welfare or materially injurious to properties or 

improvements in the vicinity.   

 EVIDENCE: a) After EPA grant funding was issued and used, and project site cleanup was still 

incomplete. Site cleanup would likely not occur without the redevelopment of 

the site through private funding. The applicant is responsible for the complete 

remediation of the project site with removal of all hazardous materials subject 

to all applicable Conditions of Approval and Mitigations within the Mitigation 

Monitoring and Reporting Program which will be beneficial to public health, 

safety, and welfare.  

  b) Concerns of Harmful Algal Blooms as a result of the projects use of an existing 

operational ocean outfall. The DEIR evaluates toxic algae (Harmful Algal 

Blooms [HAB]) in Section 3.3 (Biological Resources, page 3.3-29) and Section 

3.9 (Hydrology and Water Quality, page 3.9). HABs are driven by large-scale 

oceanic processes. Receiving waters will be monitored annually as a 

Condition of Approval (COA#19).  

  c) Concerns for pedestrian/bicyclist safety as a result of the facility’s operational 

traffic were made. Truck traffic will increase an estimated 0.5% (3.12 

Transportation and Errata of the EIR). Additionally, State Route 255 has 

sufficient shoulder width to safely accommodate pedestrians and bicyclist 

travel, where most existing shoulder widths vary between approximately six 

feet and eight feet. The Samoa Bridge Structures have shoulder width of 

roughly four to five feet wide and are identified as shared facilities by Caltrans.  

  d) Concerns over energy use were addressed by Condition of Approval 

(COA#20) requiring NAFC to commit to non-carbon and renewable energy-

based sources to off-set emissions. 

  e) Concerns of fish health are addressed by the biosecurity program for the 

aquaculture facility. The biosecurity program for the quarantine area includes 

ultrafiltration and UV disinfection for inflow and effluent water treatment, 

ventilation control, restrictions on staff and visitors, as well as strict control on 

intake of feed, other consumables, equipment, potential vectors, and disposal 

of fish mortalities. Third party audits for biosecurity in the quarantine would 

occur twice per year through veterinary visits to the farm. 
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21. FINDING:  The proposed development does not reduce the residential density for any 

parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and Community 

Development in determining compliance with housing element law. 

 EVIDENCE: (a) The parcel was not included in the housing inventory of Humboldt County’s 

2019 Housing Element but does have the potential to support one housing unit 

in the form of a caretaker’s unit. The approval of an aquaculture facility on this 

parcel will not conflict with the ability for a residence to be constructed on this 

parcel. 

 

DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, determined, and ordered by the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission takes the following actions: 

 

1. Adopts the findings set forth in this resolution herein; and  

 

2. Approves the Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit (Record Number: PLN-2020-

16698) subject to the Conditions of Approval and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Plan in Attachment 1 and Attachment 1a. 

 

 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 28, 2022. 

 

The motion was made by Commissioner_________________ and seconded by Commissioner 

___________________. 

 

AYES: Commissioners:  

NOES: Commissioners:  

ABSTAIN:  Commissioners:  

ABSENT: Commissioners:  

DECISION:    

 

I, John H. Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify 

the foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter 

by said Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.      

 

 

 

 __________________________________ 

 John H. Ford, Director 

 Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 2A 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

APPROVAL OF THE COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND SPECIAL PERMIT IS CONDITIONED ON THE 

FOLLOWING TERMS AND REQUIREMENTS WHICH MUST BE SATISFIED BEFORE THE BUILDING PERMIT 

CAN BE ISSUED. 

 

A.  General Conditions 

 

1. The applicant shall submit a check to the Planning Division payable to the Humboldt County 

Clerk/Recorder in the amount of $3,589.25. Pursuant to Section 711.4 of the Fish and Game 

Code, the amount includes the CDFW fee plus the $50 document handling fee to the Clerk. 

This fee is effective through December 31, 2022, at such time the fee will be adjusted pursuant 

to Section 713 of the Fish and Game Code.  

 

All components of project shall be developed, operated, and maintained in conformance 

with the Project Description, the approved Site Plan, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program, and these conditions of approval. Changes shall require modification of this permit 

except where consistent with Humboldt County Code Section 312-11.1, Minor Deviations to 

Approved Plot Plan. 

 

2. The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary County and State permits and licenses, 

and for meeting all requirements set forth by other regulatory agencies. 

 

3. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth 

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board 

of Supervisors.  The Planning and Building Department will provide a bill to the applicant after 

the decision. Any and all outstanding planning fees to cover the processing of the application 

to decision by the Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 

3015 "H" Street, Eureka. 

 
4. The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project 

conformance with conditions.  A deposit is collected to cover this staff review.  Permit 

conformance with conditions must be demonstrated prior to release of building permit or 

initiation of use and at time of annual inspection. A conformance review deposit as set forth 

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board 

of Supervisors (currently $750) shall be paid within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the 

permit or upon filing of the Compliance Agreement (where applicable), whichever occurs 

first.  Payment shall be made to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka. 

 

5. The applicant is responsible for completing and implementing all mitigation measures outlined 

within the MMRP which shall be completed as required within the MMRP and shall the 

applicant/developer/responsible party shall provide all reporting as required in the MMRP.  

 

6. An annual report shall be submitted outlining conformance with ongoing conditions and 

identifying conditions completed within the given year due January 1 of each year. This 

condition shall be implemented for the life of the project. 

 

7. The approved building plans shall meet all applicable fire codes, including fire suppression 

infrastructure requirements deemed necessary for the project by the Building Inspection 

Division. Sign-off on the Occupancy Permit by the Building Division shall satisfy this requirement. 

 

PLN-2020-16698 Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, CDP and Special Permit                                                                                                   July 28, 2022 Page 41



8. Prior to issuance of a demolition permit, the applicant shall obtain a permit for demolition 

activities from the North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD). A letter 

or similar communication from the NCUAQMD verifying that all their requirements have been 

met will satisfy this condition. 

 

9. Prior to Phase 1 operation, the applicant shall obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit for the use of the existing outfall pipe infrastructure to discharge the 

proposed treated wastewater associated with Project operations from the RWQCB. A letter or 

similar communication from the State Water Board verifying that all their requirements have 

been met will satisfy this condition. 

 
Prior to demolition or earth moving activity the applicant shall provide a copy of the 

Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan submitted to the RWQCB. 

 
10. Before the import of any Construction and Demolition and Inert debris (CDI) not generated by 

the demolition or construction on any parcel subject to this project, the applicant will consult 

with DEH Solid Waste Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) program staff for regulatory 

parameters.    

 

11. Prior to issuance of construction permits for Phase 1, the applicant shall obtain a permit for the 

use of the existing Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS) with the Division of 

Environmental Health (DEH).  

 

12.  Prior to approval of any permits for Phase 2 and prior to commencement of any work on the 

system, the applicant shall receive from DEH approval of an OWTS Destruction Permit for 

abandonment of the existing Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS) .  

 
13.  Prior to approval of any construction permits or commencement of any work, the 

applicant/developer shall complete the recommendations within the Landfill Gas Workplan 

(SHN January 2021) to verify that there is no hazard associated with landfill gasses generated 

at the Samoa Ash Disposal site. If landfill gasses are observed in exceedance of regulatory 

thresholds, a landfill gas collection and management system will be required.  

 

14. The applicant shall comply with the California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 

6.95, Article 1, Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.5, Health and Safety Code, 

Division 20, Chapter 6.95, Article 2, Health and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.7, Health 

and Safety Code, Division 20, Chapter 6.67, Sections 25270-25270.13, and California Code of 

Regulations, Title 27, Division 2, Chapter 4.5.  Implementation of these requirements shall be 

coordinated through the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA).. 

 

15.  Prior to demolition permit final, an engineer shall submit a completion letter to the Building 

Inspection Division stating that the abatement and demolition plans meets all requirements of 

the approved plans, engineering, and permit. 

 

16. As part of the application for a Building Permit, the applicant shall submit a landscaping plan 

for the off-street parking facility as described by Humboldt County Code Section 313-109.1.6.2 

Landscaping. The landscaping material shall be appropriately placed within off-street parking 

areas that are equivalent to not less than two percent (2%) of the total area devoted to off-

street parking including associated drives or aisles. The plan shall incorporate the use of native 

species to the extent practicable. The landscaping plan shall be reviewed and approved by 

the Planning Department prior to issuance of Building Permits.   All landscaping shall be 

installed prior to occupancy.  The landscaping shall be maintained in a healthy and clean 
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condition for the life of the project. 

 
17. Prior to Phase 1 Occupancy, the Applicant shall prepare and receive approval from the 

Planning and Building Department of a Transportation Management Plan designed to reduce 

the number of single-occupant commute vehicles traveling to the site each day.  The plan 

shall provide measures to reduce the number of single occupant employee vehicles traveling 

to the site by a minimum of ten percent.  The Transportation Management Plan may utilize 

various mechanisms to achieve this including but not limited to: 

a. Encourage ride-sharing and carpooling vanpooling. The operator of the facility should 

design and implement carpooling and ride-sharing incentive program for employees.  

For this to be considered effective, there must be incentives provided. 

b. Encourage employees to remain on-site during meal breaks by providing a break room 

with kitchen, catering options, or cafeteria.  

c. Work with the local transit authority to extend bus service to the site. The current bus 

transit stop is approximately 2-miles away. 

d. Install shower facilities and places for employees to dress for those who commute via 

bicycle. Installation of a transit stop in proximity to the project can be used to satisfy 

the condition. An annual report detailing the measures implemented as part of the 

Transportation Management Plan shall be submitted to the Planning and Building 

Department by January 1 of each year. 

 
18. The applicant shall obtain an encroachment permit from the Humboldt County Department 

of Public Works – Land Use Division for any signage located in the County right of way. 

Construction staging signage shall conform to the standards of the California Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD). 

 
19. The applicant shall conduct the following monitoring activities as described in section 2.3.2 of 

the DEIR.   

 

a) Baseline monitoring prior to operation of the outfall.  This monitoring shall commence 

once Phase 1 demolition is initiated. 

 

b) Post-discharge receiving water monitoring would commence following completion of 

Phase 2 operations (full facility discharge) following the same methodology as the 

baseline monitoring. The post-discharge monitoring would continue for three years to 

provide “before-after-control-impact” or “before-after-gradient” design for the 

biological monitoring program 

 

The monitoring program would be conducted during the summer/fall period of upwelling 

“relaxation,” when conditions are least energetic, and dilution of the discharge would thus be 

lowest and would include baseline, pre-discharge monitoring. Two annual surveys would 

occur during the summer/fall period, ideally in August or September, separated by at least 

two weeks.  

 

The monitoring shall  

 

i. Gather coastal oceanographic data with an acoustic doppler current profiler (ACDP) 

to measure current velocities (deployment and retrieval during the first and second 

surveys of each year, respectively), and the use of a conductivity, temperature, and 

depth (CTD) profiler to characterize spatial patterns of temperature and salinity of the 

ambient waters and any effects in proximity to the discharge. CTD profiles would be 

collected at approximately 100 to 300 feet (near diffuser) to approximately 500 to 1,000 
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feet (distant from diffuser), and reference profiles shall be collected greater than one 

mile from the diffuser. The deployment of the ADCP shall be within 0.5 mile of the 

diffuser at a similar depth. 

 

ii. Identify Water quality parameters including monitoring of nutrients (NHx, NOx, TN), 

suspended solids and turbidity, and chlorophyll.  Sampling shall include near surface 

(~1-3 ft below surface and near seabed (approximately 5 feet above bottom) grab 

samples shall be collected at half of the profiling stations (proportionally by near the 

diffuser, far from the diffuser, and reference profiles) and analyzed by an appropriately 

accredited laboratory. 

 

iii. In addition to the biological sampling required under the NPDES permit, supplemental 

biological sampling shall be conducted to determine if effluent discharge is having a 

significant effect on biota in the Ocean Discharge Study Area, defined as the proximal 

marine waters as modelled in Appendix E to the DEIR. Supplemental biological 

sampling would occur concurrently with water quality monitoring. The study approach 

would utilize visual methods, either a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) and/or a drop 

camera with laser lights for scale. Transects and point surveys shall be conducted at a 

height of two to five feet above the bottom. Surveys shall be conducted outside of the 

zone of influence estimated in Appendix E of the DEIR for this time period (e.g., 

reference sites), and within the zone of influence, and along the discharge pipe, at 

approximately the 82 feet (25 meter) isobath. 

 

The results of the monitoring shall be readily shared with Project stakeholders. Reporting 

shall be completed following each post-discharge monitoring event by a qualified 

consultant and shared with the County and stakeholders thereafter once each year. 

 

20. The applicant/operator shall meet its energy needs in one of the following ways: 

a)  Purchase renewable and/or non-carbon energy through RCEA, relying on its available 

portfolio, or  

 

b)  Purchase a 100% non-carbon/renewable portfolio from one of the other Energy 

Service Providers (ESPs) in California.  

 

- Can be satisfied with the ESP´s component of non-carbon/renewable and 

purchase of credits to ensure a 100% non-carbon/renewable portfolio.  

 

- As technically and commercially feasible, Nordic will enter into Power 

Purchase Agreements (PPAs) with the proposed offshore wind project and/or 

other non-carbon, renewable electricity sources located in Humboldt County 

provided to increase the total cost of energy is not more than 10% above 

what Nordic could buy in the market of 100% renewable/non-carbon  

- energy  

 

21. The applicant shall submit a Tsunami Safety Plan to the Planning and Building Department for 

review and approval. The Plan shall consider evacuation routes, signage, and education 

trainings to inform employees and guests of the potential for tsunami inundation and identify 

active protective measures. Once approved, the Plan shall be made available at the NAFC 

Facility to members of the public and employees of the facility. 
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B. Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions Which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the 

Project:  

 
1. For the life of the project, the applicant shall adhere to the Mitigation and Monitoring 

Reporting Program adopted fort the project. Annual monitoring reports shall be made 

available to the Planning Department at the time of the annual inspection. 

 

2. Lighting shall be shielded and down casted to preclude illumination of the night sky or light 

spillover onto adjacent properties. 

 
3. The applicant shall adhere to the requirements of the NPDES Permit for the life of the project. 

 

4. The applicant shall adhere to the requirements of the submitted SWPPP for the life of the 

project. 

 
5. Ensure all generators be located on stable surfaces with a minimum 200 feet buffer from all 

waterways measured horizontally from the outer edge of the riparian drip zone, per CDFW 

referral comments received January 4, 2018.  

 
6. All refuse shall be contained in wildlife proof storage containers, and disposed of at an 

authorized waste management facility. 

 

The emergency backup generators shall only be used during required testing (as 

outlined in the NCUAQMD’s permit requirements) and power outages. Typical run time 

for testing would be approximately 10 hrs and would be no more than 50 hours per year. 

 

7. The use of anticoagulant rodenticide is prohibited. 

 

 

8. Inspections. The permit holder and subject property owner are to permit the County or 

representative(s) or designee(s) to make inspections at any reasonable time deemed 

necessary to assure that the activities being performed under the authority of this permit are 

in accordance with the terms and conditions prescribed herein. 
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ATTACHMENT 2B 

 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY PLANNING & BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

MITIGATION MONITORING & REPORT PROGRAM 

 

For the Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC Coastal Development Permit and Special Permit 

Assessor Parcel Number: 401-112-021; Record Number: PLN-2020-16698 

 

Mitigation measures were incorporated into conditions of project approval for the above 

referenced project. The following is a list of these measures and a verification form that the 

conditions have been met. For conditions that require on-going monitoring, attach the Monitoring 

Form for Continuing Requirements for subsequent verifications. 

 

 

Agency Acronyms: 

 

HCP&BD -Humboldt County Planning and Building Department 

CDFW -California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

CCC -California Coastal Commission 

RWQCB -Regional Water Quality Control Board 

NCUAQMD -North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District 

USFWS -United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

NMFS -National Marine Fisheries Service 
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 d
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c
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e
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c
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c
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p
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 m
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 p
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 b
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 m
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 d
is

tu
rb

a
n

c
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 d
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 c
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 s
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 c
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 b
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p
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p
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d
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c
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c
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h
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 p
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 D
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c
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c
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n
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P
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c
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&
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 b
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 p
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c
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 d
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 p
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d
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c
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 d
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 d
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 b
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c
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p
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b
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b
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 D
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c
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c
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c
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c
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c
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 d
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 c
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c
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n
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p
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c
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c
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 d
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 c
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c
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 c
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p
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p
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c
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c
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c
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 d
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 b
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p
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 d
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c
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 d
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d
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d
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c
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ATTACHMENT 2E 

REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those 

agencies that provided written comments are checked off. 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Building Inspection Division ✓ Approval Attached 

Public Works - Land Use 

Division 
✓ Approval Attached 

Public Works – Natural 

Resources Division 

No response 

Division Environmental Health ✓ Conditional approval Attached 

County Counsel No response 

HBHRCD ✓ Conditional approval Attached 

Humboldt Bay Municipal Water 

District 
✓ Approval Attached 

Samoa Peninsula FPD ✓ Approval Attached 

CA Department of Fish & 

Wildlife – Northern Region 
✓ Comments Located in FEIR 

CA Department of Fish & 

Wildlife – State Aquaculture 

Program 

✓ Comments Located in FEIR 

CA Division of Water Resources No response 

Cal-EPA No response 

CA Coastal Commission ✓ Comment Located in FEIR 

RWQCB ✓ Comment On file with planning 

NWIC ✓ Further Study On file and confidential 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville 

Rancheria 
✓ Conditional approval On file and confidential 

Wiyot Tribe ✓ Conditional approval On file and confidential 

Blue Lake Rancheria ✓ Conditional approval On file and confidential 

USFWS No response 

BLM No response 

Army Corps of Engineers No response 

EPA No response 

Coast Guard No response 

National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NOAA) 

Comments Located in FEIR 
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COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

CURRENT PLANNING 

3015 H STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501 ~ PHONE (707) 445-7245

3/18/2021

Project Referred To The Following Agencies:

Blue Lake Rancheria, County Counsel, Environmental Health, PW Land Use, PW Natural Resources, Building 

Inspections, USFWS, EPA, NMFS, Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Land Management, FPD: Samoa, RWQCB, Humboldt 

Bay Municipal Water District, Cal Coastal Commission, Cal Fish & Wildlife, CA Dept of Toxic Subs, Division of Water 

Resources, CalFire, Cal-OSHA, Cal-EPA, Bear River Band, NWIC, Trinidad Rancheria, Wiyot Tribe, Other: NOAA, Other: 

Bay Keeper, Other: Surfrider, Other: Humboldt Fisherman's Marketing Assoc.                       

Applicant Name Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC   Key Parcel Number 401-112-021-000

Application (APPS#)  PLN-2020-16698  Assigned Planner Alyssa Suarez 707-268-3703  

Please review the above project and provide comments with any recommended conditions of approval. To help us log your 

response accurately, please include a copy of this form with your correspondence.

Questions concerning this project may be directed to the assigned planner for this project between 8:30am and 5:30pm 

Monday through Friday.

County Zoning Ordinance allows up to 15 calendar days for a response. If no response or extension request is received by the 

response date, processing will proceed as proposed.

 o If this box is checked, please return large format maps with your response.

Return Response No Later Than:  4/2/2021

Planning Clerk

County of Humboldt Planning and Building Department

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

Email: PlanningClerk@co.humboldt.ca.us  Fax: (707) 268 - 3792

We have reviewed the above application and recommend the following (please check one):

o Recommend Approval. The department has no comment at this time.

o Recommend Conditional Approval. Suggested conditions attached.

o Applicant needs to submit additional information. List of items attached.

o Recommend Denial. Attach reasons for recommended denial.

Other Comments: 

DATE: PRINT NAME:

X

Please see attached comments

3-18-2021            Keith Ingersoll
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3015 H Street, Eureka, CA 95501                              1             Tel:  (707) 445-7541                Building Division 
 

 
 

Aqua Farms Building Referral Comments 
 
 

DATE: 3/17/2021 

APPS#: PLN-2020-16698 

APPLICANT NAME: Nordic Aquafarms California LLC - CDP/SP 

OWNER: Humboldt Bay Development Association Inc 

PARCEL NUMBER: 401-112-021-000 

 

 

Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC (NAFC) proposes a redevelopment of Redwood Marine Terminal II 

(RMT II), an industrial brownfield, to include demolition of decommissioned pulp mill infrastructure and 

remediation of impacted soil, in order to construct and operate a land-based finfish recirculating 

aquaculture system (RAS).  

 

This report details the Humboldt County Building Divisions requirements for this development. Important 

GIS Layers specifies the jurisdictions, hazards, and natural resources that are influencing this projects 

design. Submittal Documents will provide a list of building documents that will be required prior to 

permit issuance. Building Code will give a rough idea of what building code requirements the design will 

need to conform with.  Inspection Schedule will describe when an inspection is required, what code 

sections will be relevant, and what Special Inspections will be required. 

 

 

Contents 
Important GIS Layers  | Nordic Aqua Farms ...................................................................................... 3 

Local Responsibility Area ................................................................................................................ 3 

Community Services District  .......................................................................................................... 3 

FEMA Flood Zones ............................................................................................................................ 4 

Seismic Safety .................................................................................................................................... 4 

Tsunami Hazard Area ....................................................................................................................... 5 

Wetlands ............................................................................................................................................. 5 

Submittal Documents  | Nordic Aqua Farms ...................................................................................... 6 

Required Submittals ......................................................................................................................... 6 

Building Code | Nordic Aqua Farms .................................................................................................... 9 

General Requirements  ..................................................................................................................... 9 
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Building Code ................................................................................................................................... 10 

Accessibility Code ........................................................................................................................... 12 

Fire Code ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

Electrical Code................................................................................................................................. 16 

Mechanical Code ............................................................................................................................. 17 

Plumbing Code................................................................................................................................. 18 

CalGreen Code ................................................................................................................................. 19 

Inspection Schedule  | Nordic Aqua Farms ...................................................................................... 20 

1 Foundation .................................................................................................................................... 20 

2 Floor ............................................................................................................................................... 21 

3 Rough-Out ..................................................................................................................................... 22 

4 Insulation ...................................................................................................................................... 25 

5 Drywall ........................................................................................................................................... 25 

6 Final ................................................................................................................................................ 26 

Special Inspections ......................................................................................................................... 28 

More Information | Nordic Aqua Farms .......................................................................................... 29 

Resources ................................................................................................................................................. 29 
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Important GIS Layers | Nordic Aqua Farms 

 

The Humboldt County Geographical Information System (GIS) is used by the building division to 

determine the jurisdictions, hazards, natural resources, and other geologic features associated with the 

proposed building site. Below are some important jurisdictional and geologic features that have a 

significant effect on what submittal documents you will need for the proposed RAS. To learn more about 

how to use the GIS, read the Web GIS Guide.  

 

 

Local Responsibility Area 

This project exists within the Local 

Responsibility Area (LRA). The applicant will 

need to contact the Samoa Peninsula VFD to get 

approval from the Chief, Dale Unea. They are 

located at 1982 Gass Street, Fairhaven CA. 

Their phone number is (707) 443-9042. The 

Samoa Peninsula VFD may impose their own 

requirements and will be required to provide 

approval on all fire protections systems. To 

access the Wildfire Responsibility layer, check 

the following GIS layer list boxes to the right 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Services District 

This project exists within the Peninsula 

Community Services District. The applicant will 

need to contact this agency to ensure their utility 

plan is in accordance with the services provided. 

To access the Community Services District 

layer, check the following GIS layer list boxes to 

the right. 
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FEMA Flood Zones 

The FEMA Flood Zone layer shows the flood 

zone and floodway. The parcel being developed 

appears to be slightly in the flood zone at the 

west and east ends of the parcel, however, it 

does not appear any construction is proposed in 

these areas. Special attention shall be made to 

ensure no development activity occurs in this 

area. If development does occur in this area it 

will have to comply with the FEMA Technical 

Bulletin 3-93, the Flood Damage Prevention 

chapter of the county ordinance, and Flood 

Resistant Construction (Appendix G) of the 

California Building Code (other requirements 

may apply).  To access the FEMA Flood Zone 

layer, check the following GIS layer list boxes to 

the right 
 

 

 

 

 

Seismic Safety 

The seismic safety layer shows relative stability 

of your construction site. The project being 

developed is within Seismic Safety Zone 1 and 

2, although, most of the development occurs in 

Zone 2. Based on this zone and the complexity 

of this project the Building Division is requiring 

an R1 Soils Report to be submitted prior to 

permit issuance. Furthermore, a site-specific 

sediment and erosion control plan will be 

required. To access the Seismic Safety layer, 

check the following GIS layer list boxes to the 

right. 
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Tsunami Hazard Area 

The proposed development occurs within a 

tsunami evacuation area. A Site-Specific 

Tsunami Inundation Analysis in accordance with 

chapter 6 of ASCE 7-16 shall be submitted and 

the design shall conform with Appendix M of 

the California Building Code. Special 

inspections will be required to ensure proper 

installation of hazard mitigating elements. To 

access the Tsunami layer, check the following 

GIS layer list boxes to the right. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wetlands 

The parcel being developed appears to have 

freshwater emergent and forested/shrub 

wetlands on the west end of the parcel and an 

estuarine and marine wetland on the east end, 

however it appears that no development is 

proposed in those areas. Special attention shall 

be made to ensure no development activity 

occurs within this area during construction. If it 

does it will need to comply with the Streamside 

Management and Wetland Areas Ordinance of 

the county code and will require a special permit 

from the planning department. To access the 

SMA layer, check the following layer GIS list 

boxes to the right. 
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Submittal Documents | Nordic Aqua Farms 

Submittal documents are construction drawings, engineered calculations, forms, installation manuals, and 

any other documents which will describe the construction of the proposed recirculating aquaculture 

system (RAS). Below is a list of all the submittal documents you could be required to provide.  

 

Required Submittals 
 

• Construction Plans  

 

o Cover Sheet – The cover sheet should provide general building project information such 

as assessor parcel number (APN), address, directions to site, signature/stamp of design 

professional, use of structure, referenced building codes, occupancy, occupant load, type 

of construction, stories, height, floor area, etc. The owners name, APN, address, and 

north directional arrow shall also be included on all pages of the construction plans. All 

plans must be prepared by a California licensed engineer or architect. 

 

o Demolition Plan – The demolition plan will include a letter from North Coast Unified Air 

Quality Management District, verification from the service district ensuring water/sewer 

lines are capped, a letter stating what will be done with the debris after demolition, a 

letter from PG&E, and current photos of the exterior of existing structures. It shall 

incorporate all state agency requirements and hazmat requirements. 

 

o Plot/Site Plan – The plot plan shows the entire parcel including all proposed structures, 

existing structures, setbacks from property lines, SRA areas, vegetation management area 

and more. Refer to the plot plan checklist to see what information a plot plan has. 

 

o Sediment and Erosion Control Plan (LID Plan) - The purpose of an erosion and sediment 

control plan is to prevent sedimentation or damage to onsite and offsite property. The 

drainage erosion management control plans must be prepared by a California licensed 

engineer. 

 

o Utility Plan – A utility plan shows all connections from the proposed structure to 

community services like water and sewer. These plans must be prepared by a California 

licensed engineer. 

 

o Accessibility Plans – Accessibility plans show accessible routes and other building code 

requirements described in Chapter 11B of the California Building Code. These plans 

must be prepared by a California licensed engineer or architect. 

 

o Floor Plan - The floor plan is a birds-eye view showing the dimensions and use of each 

room in a structure including windows, doors, and egress windows and doors. 

 

o Elevations Plans – Elevation plans show the height of the proposed structure, details on 

the exterior walls, required building code notes, and cross section details. 
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o Foundation Plan – The foundation plan shows footing details, hold downs, shear wall 

schedule, required building code notes, and more. These plans must be prepared by a 

California licensed engineer. 

 

o Floor Framing Plan – The floor framing plan shows size, type, and spacing of joists, 

girders, required building code notes, and mechanical fasteners. These plans must be 

prepared by a California licensed engineer. 

 

o Roof Framing Plan – Roof framing drawings show critical connections in the roof 

framing and detail framing members, fastener type/size, required building code notes, and 

mechanical fastener type and size. These plans must be prepared by a California licensed 

engineer. 

 

o Electrical Plans – Electrical plans detail required building code notes and electrical 

switches, outlets, and fixtures with their configuration overlaid on a floor plan. These 

plans must be prepared by a California licensed electrical engineer. 

 

o One-Line Diagram – A one-line diagram describes the size and type of the enclosures, 

conduit, sheathing, and conductors with a focus on connections over how the circuits 

overlay on the floor plan. These plans must be prepared by a California licensed electrical 

engineer. 

 

o Mechanical Plans – Mechanical plans or heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning 

(HVAC) plans detail what appliances will be used and includes notes about relevant 

building code requirements. The mechanical plans must be prepared by a California 

licensed mechanical engineer. 

 

o Plumbing Plans – The plumbing plans will provide a layout of plumbing, show all, 

materials and appliances used and will include notes on related building code. These 

plans must be prepared by a California licensed mechanical engineer. 

 

o General Notes – The general notes page will detail California Green Building Standard 

requirements and will further detail electrical, mechanical, plumbing, sprinkler, and 

energy code requirements. 

 

o Photovoltaic Plans – PV plans detail the size and layout of the proposed photovoltaic 

system. These plans must be prepared by a California licensed electrical engineer. 

 

o Grading Plan – The grading plan will detail the cut, fill, stability, etc. of all soil moved as 

well as finished grades. The grading plan must be prepared by a California licensed civil 

engineer. 

 

o Sprinkler Plans – The sprinkler plans will describe your sprinkler system and include 

hydraulic calculations. The sprinkler plans must be prepared by a California licensed fire 

engineer. 
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• Engineering 

 

o Energy Calculations - Energy calculations ensure your building will be well insulated and 

energy efficient. They require such things as quality insulation, windows, appliances, 

photovoltaic systems, title 24 energy report, and special inspections. Required building 

code notes from the California Green Building Standards and California Energy code 

should be included. This document must be created by a qualified energy engineer and all 

pertinent details from the energy calculations shall be transferred to relative sections of 

the building plans. 

 

o R1 Soils Report – An R1 soils report describes the seismic activity of the area, details 

soils stability, prescribes footing and foundation requirements, and much more. An R1 

soils report shall be submitted by a qualified soils engineer per 336-5(a) of the Humboldt 

County Code. All pertinent details from the soils engineering report shall be transferred 

to the foundation plans. 

 

o Tsunami Inundation Analysis – A site-specific tsunami inundation analysis shall be 

conducted in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 6, Tsunami Loads and Effects 

of ASCE 7-16, Minimum Design Loads and Associated Criteria for Buildings and Other 

Structures. Tsunami design shall be incorporated into the structural plan. 

 

o Structural Calculations – Structural calculations detail the required size, type, and 

material of structural members. Structural calculations shall be prepared by a California 

licensed structural engineer. All pertinent details from the structural calculations 

shall be transferred to the structural plans. 

 

 

•   Forms 

 

o Building Application - A building application is used to gather personal information 

about the applicant and a project description. This must be filled out by the owner or 

agent. 
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Building Code | Nordic Aqua Farms  

 
The following regulations pertain to the Humboldt County Building Division and Fire Department 

requirements for the permit application, plan review, approval, and inspection of the Nordic Aqua Farms 

proposed recirculating aquaculture system (RAS).  

 

General Requirements 

The code requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

building code requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

1. A building permit is required to verify occupancy even if no improvements or modifications to the 

property are proposed. The building permit application must meet the Counties general building 

permit submittal requirements. 

2. Construction plans, calculations and related documentation supporting the building permit 

application are required per the California Building Code Section 105 when the owner or occupant 

intends to construct, enlarge, alter, remove, repair, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building 

or structure; or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert, or replace any electrical, gas, 

mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by the Building and/or Fire 

Code; or to cause this work to be done. As a minimum, a site plan and floor plan of the proposed 

occupancy shall be submitted for all proposed projects. 

3. All Building permit design and supporting documentation is required to be prepared, stamped, and 

signed by qualified design professionals licensed and registered by the state of California. California 

Business and Professions Code (B&PC) § 5536.1 and § 6735. 

4. An application for a building permit will not be accepted without confirmation that all discretionary 

approvals have been obtained or a zoning clearance has been issued. 

5. All construction and related work must be performed by contractors licensed by the State of 

California as general and/or specialty contractors for the specific discipline of work to be performed. 

6. All design and construction shall be consistent with the provisions of the Humboldt County Code 

and the current edition of the California Building and Fire Codes as adopted by the California 

Building Standards Commission, and as amended by the Humboldt County Code. 

7. A Humboldt County building permit application form must be completed in its entirety and included 

with each submittal. 

8. Codes and Standards regulating construction currently adopted and/or recognized by the Humboldt 

County include those described in 331-11 of the Humboldt County Code. 

9. A project specific submittal package is required for each individual building and building address as 

described in the Submittal Documents section of this document. Additional documentation may be 
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required for structural modifications and/or additions to existing building or structures. Contact the 

Building Department for final determination of required documentation for submittal. 

10. Construction or work for which the permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the Building 

Division and/or Fire Department, and such construction or work shall remain accessible and 

exposed for inspection purposes until approved. No construction shall commence prior to the 

issuance of a Building permit. 

11. No building or structure shall be used or occupied, and no change in the existing occupancy 

classification of the building or structure or portion thereof shall be made, until the Building Official 

has issued a certificate of occupancy. Issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy shall not be construed 

as an approval of a violation of the provisions of applicable codes and standards or the other 

regulations of the State of California or the County of Humboldt. 

12. The owner/occupant is required to keep all County approved plans, specifications, and related 

documents on the premises, in an easily accessible location for County Building inspection staff for 

the required inspections. 

 

 

Building Code 

The building code requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the 

requirements applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- 

inclusive listing of the CBC requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 
 

1. The height and area of all structures shall be designed and detailed for compliance with CBC 

Chapter 5. 

2. The Building Official shall determine the Occupancy and Construction Type of the proposed 

facility, and such occupancy designation shall be clearly identified by the applicant on the 

construction plan documents consistent with the requirements of CBC Chapter 6. 

3. All fire rated elements in the space must meet the applicable requirements of CBC Chapter 7. 

4. Applicable Means of Egress requirements shall be consistent with CBC Chapter 10. The design for 

the occupant load based on CBC Chapter 10, § 1004. 

5. The minimum required exit width shall be consistent with CBC § 1005. 

6. The means of egress, including the exit discharge, shall be illuminated at all times the building space 

is occupied in accordance with CBC § 1008. 

7. Accessible means of egress is required. Accessible means of egress shall comply with CBC § 1009. 

Occupiable spaces shall be provided with not less than one accessible means of egress. Where CBC 

requires more than one means of egress from any space, each portion of the space shall be served by 

not less than two accessible means of egress § 1009.1 or § 1006.2. An accessible route of travel shall 
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be provided and maintained between multiple required exits from any space or building including 

cultivation areas. 

8. The minimum width of stairways shall be consistent with CBC § 1005.1, but such width shall not be 

less than 44 inches. CBC § 1011.2 

9. Exits and exit access doors shall be marked by an approved exit sign readily visible from any 

direction of egress travel. The path of egress travel to exits and within exits shall be marked by 

readily visible exit signs to clearly indicate the direction of egress travel in cases where the exit or 

the path of egress travel is not immediately visible to the occupants. Intervening means of egress 

doors within exits shall be marked by exit signs. Exit sign placement shall be such that no point in 

an exit access corridor or exit passageway is more than 100 feet or the listed viewing distance for 

the sign, whichever is less, from the nearest visible exit sign. CBC § 1013. 

10. Two exits are required from all spaces when the occupant load is greater than 49 occupants and/or 

the common egress path of travel distance exceeds 75 feet, CBC § 1006.2.1. 

11. Corridors shall be fire-resistance rated in accordance with CBC Table 1020.1. The corridor walls 

required to be fire-resistance rated shall be consistent with CBC § 708 for fire partitions. 

12. All spaces within each story shall have access to the minimum number of approved independent 

exits as specified in CBC Table 1006.3.1 based upon the tributary occupant load of the space and 

story. 

13. Exits shall discharge directly to the exterior of the building. The exit discharge shall be at grade or 

shall provide direct access to grade. The exit discharge shall not re-enter a building and shall provide 

a compliant path of travel to the Public Way. CBC § 1028.1 and CBC § 1028.5. 

14. Interior finish requirements based on occupancy type of group. Interior wall and ceiling finishes 

shall have a flame spread index not greater than that specified in CBC Table 803.11 for the group 

and location designated. Interior wall and ceiling finish materials tested in accordance with NFPA 

286 and meeting the acceptance criteria of CBC § 803.1.1, shall be permitted to be used where a 

Class A classification in accordance with ASTM E 84 or UL 723 is required. CBC § 803.13.4. 

15. All materials used as interior finishes, trim and decorative materials must comply with the 

provisions of CBC § 803 “Wall and Ceiling Finishes” and the flame spread rating for interior 

finishes or covered with a thermal barrier per CBC § 2603.4. Plastic film, foam plastic insulation 

and the paper facing on fiberglass insulation must be rated or covered with an approved thermal 

barrier. 

16. The ventilation, temperature control, lighting, yards and courts, sound transmission, room 

dimensions, surrounding materials and rodent proofing associated with the interior spaces of 

buildings shall be consistent with CBC Chapter 12, “Interior Environment”. 
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Accessibility Code 

The requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

the requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

 

1. Accessibility requirements are based on standards outlined in CBC Chapter 11B. Access shall be 

provided throughout the building for individuals with disabilities. 

2. Accessibility requirements apply to sites, building, structures, facilities, elements, and spaces, 

temporary or permanent to provide access to individuals with disabilities. This includes anyone 

who utilizes a space, including occupants, employees, students, spectators, participants, and 

visitors. Minimum scoping and technical requirements are set forth in CBC Chapter 11-B. New 

buildings, structures, facilities, elements, and spaces must comply in their entirety. 

3. Path of Travel Requirements 

a. When alterations or additions are made to an existing buildings or facilities, an accessible 

path of travel to the specific area of alteration or addition shall be provided. The primary 

accessible path of travel shall include: 

i. A primary entrance to the building or facility, 

ii. Toilets and bathing facilities serving the area, 

iii. Public telephones serving the area, and 

iv. Signs. 

b. Interior accessible path of travel shall address all the following: 

i. Accessible routes to all functional areas. 

ii. Common use circulation paths with employee work areas. 

iii. Clear width of walking areas. 

c. Door or gate information should include: 

i. Required clear width dimensions. 

ii. Maneuvering clearances. 

iii. Level landings on each side of doors or gates. 

iv. Required threshold dimensions and geometry. 

v. Door or gate hardware should not require tight grasping, pinching, or twisting of 

the wrist. 

vi. Required smooth surface dimensions on push side of the door within the finish 

floor or ground. 
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d. Restroom information should include: 

i. Turning space within the room. 

ii. Door swing not in the clear space of any fixture (except for a single user). 

iii. Mirrors and accessories. 

iv. Clear floor space at fixtures. 

v. Compartment configuration side and end entry, toe clearances. 

vi. Side and rear grab bars. 

vii. Accessible lavatories (sinks), heights and knee clearances. 

viii. Restroom symbols on doors. 

ix. Shower compartments (if any) must be accessible. 

x. Drinking fountains. 

e. Miscellaneous elements include: 

i. Dressing and locker rooms. 

ii. Storage. 

iii. Exit signs (tactile) 

iv. Signs. 

v. Benches. 

vi. Dining or break room tables. 

vii. Electrical switches, controls, and electrical receptacle outlets. 

viii. Kitchen and common sinks. 

f. Site plan should include information on site accessibility features including: 

i. Arrival points including parking area access points and signage from the public 

way. 

ii. The location and number accessible parking stalls and the number of standard 

parking stalls. 

iii. Access aisles from parking. 

iv. The slope of the accessible parking spaces and access aisles. 

v. The identification at accessible spaces and/or lot entrances. 

vi. A clear accessible egress path of travel to the adjoining public way. 
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Fire Code 

The requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

the requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

1) All applicants will need to provide a detailed written scope of work related to all business activities, 

equipment and products utilized in their business model or process in compliance with the current 

Edition of the California Building and Fire Codes. 

2) List license type(s) proposed, storage configurations, equipment type and location, and hazardous 

materials to be stored and utilized. Prior to finalization of Building Permit, annual operation permits 

will need to be secured with the Fire Department. 

3) Approved automatic sprinkler systems shall be provided in the locations described in CFC § 903.2.4 

and as amended by the Humboldt County Code. A change in the occupancy of the space, substantial 

alterations, or an expansion of square footage, may require the installation of a fire suppression 

system for the proposed space. 

4) Automatic fire-extinguishing systems, other than automatic sprinkler systems, shall be designed, 

installed, inspected, tested, and maintained in accordance with the provisions of CFC § 904, NFPA 

13, and the applicable referenced standards. 

5) An approved fire alarm system installed in accordance with the provisions of the CFC and NFPA 72 

shall be provided in new buildings and structures in accordance with CFC § 907.2.4 and provide 

occupant notification in accordance with CFC § 907.5 as well as specific requirements detailed in 

CFC Chapter 38. 

6) Duct smoke detectors complying with UL 268A shall be installed in accordance with the CBC, CFC, 

CMC and NFPA 72. 

a) In the main return air and exhaust air plenum of each air-conditioning system having a capacity 

greater than 2,000 CFM. Such detectors shall be located in a serviceable area downstream of the 

last duct inlet. 

b) At each connection to a vertical duct or riser serving two or more stories from a return air duct or 

plenum of an air-conditioning system. 

7) Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed in F occupancy groups per CFC § 906.1. The size and 

distribution of portable fire extinguishers shall be in accordance with CFC § 906.3. 

8) Where access to or within a structure or an area is restricted because of secured openings or where 

immediate access is necessary for life-saving or fire-fighting purposes, the Fire Code Official is 

authorized to require a key box to be installed in an approved location. The key box shall be of an 

approved type and shall contain keys to gain necessary access as required by the Fire Code Official 

per CFC § 506.1. 

9) The provisions of CFC § 407 shall be applicable where hazardous materials subject to permits under 

CFC § 5001.5 are used and/or stored on the premises or where required by the Fire Code Official. 
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10) Storage, use, and handling of compressed gases in compressed containers, cylinders, tanks, and 

systems shall comply with CFC Chapter 53 including those gases regulated elsewhere in the CFC 

and/or any applicable NFPA Standards as determined by the Fire Code Official. Partially full 

compressed gas container, cylinders or tanks containing residual gases shall be considered as full for 

purposes of the controls required. 

11) Compressed gases classified as hazardous materials shall also comply with CFC Chapter 50 for 

general requirements and chapter addressing specific hazards, including CFC Chapters 58 

(Flammable Gases), 60 (Highly Toxic and Toxic Materials), 63 (Oxidizer, Oxidizing Gases, and 

Oxidizing Cryogenic Fluids) and 64 (Pyrophoric Materials) and/or any applicable NFPA Standards as 

determined by the Fire Code Official. 

12) The storage use and handling of all hazardous materials shall be in accordance with CFC Chapter 50 

and California Health and Safety Code requirements. The maximum allowable quantity (MAQ) of 

hazardous materials per control area will be established using CFC § 5003.1. Applicant will need to 

contact the Fire Department for hazardous materials storage permitting and approval. 

13) Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS) per CFC § 5001.5.2. An application for building 

permit shall include an HMIS. The HIMS shall include the following information: 

a) Product name. 

b) Component. 

c) Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) number. 

d) Location where stored or used. 

e) Container size. 

f) Hazard classification. 

g) Amount in storage. 

h) Amount in use-closed systems. 

i) Amount in use-open systems. 

j) Safety Data Sheets (SDS) for all proposed materials 

14) The business will also need to comply with electronic reporting requirements specific to the 

California Environmental Reporting System (CERS). Applicants will need to contact the Fire 

Department for direction and permitting related to hazardous materials inventory reporting amounts. 

15) Fire safety during construction and demolition to comply with California Fire Code Chapter 33. 

16) Per CFC 3308.1 the owner or owner's authorized agent shall be responsible for the development, 

implementation and maintenance of a written plan establishing a fire prevention program at the 

project site applicable throughout all phases of the construction, repair, alteration, or demolition work. 

The plan shall address the requirements of this chapter (CFC Chapter 33) and other applicable 

portions of this code, the duties of staff, and staff training requirements. The plan shall be made 

available for review by the fire code official upon request. 
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17) Approved vehicle access for firefighting shall be provided to all construction or demolition sites per 

CFC 3310.1. 

18) Per CFC 3311.1 where building construction exceeds 40 feet (12 192 mm) in height above the lowest 

level of fire department vehicle access, a temporary or permanent stairway shall be provided. As 

construction progresses, such stairway shall be extended to within one floor of the highest point of 

construction having secured decking or flooring. 

19) An approved water supply for fire protection, either temporary or permanent, shall be made available 

as soon as combustible material arrives on the site per CFC 3312.1. Per CFC 3313.2 where a building 

is being demolished and a standpipe is existing within such a building, such standpipe shall be 

maintained in an operable condition so as to be available for use by the fire department. Such 

standpipe shall be demolished with the building but shall not be demolished more than one floor 

below the floor being demolished. 

 

 

Electrical Code 

The requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

the requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

1. All electrical system design and permitting is required to be performed by licensed electrical 

engineers registered in the State of California. 

2. All electrical system(s) installation is required to be completed by licensed electricians and licensed 

electrical contractors. 

3. The electrical system must be sized and installed in accordance with the California Electrical Code. 

4. A single line diagram of the existing and proposed electrical system, including the main electrical 

service shall be provided in the submittal. CEC Article 215.5. 

5. Electrical services which are 400 amps or greater must be designed by licensed electrical engineers 

registered in the State of California. 

6. All electrical equipment must be listed and labeled by an approved testing agency, CEC Article 

110.3. 

7. Flexible cords (extension cords) are not permitted to substitute for fixed wiring and cannot be routed 

through or concealed in walls, structural ceilings, suspended ceiling, dropped ceilings or floors, 

attached to building surfaces, be within 6’- 8” of a means of egress, or subject to physical damage 

CEC § 400.8. 

8. All buildings that are being newly constructed will be required to install a Concrete Encased 

Grounding Electrode (Ufer). 
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Mechanical Code 

The requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

the requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

1. The provisions of the CMC shall apply to the erection, installation, alteration, repairs, relocation, 

replacement, addition to or the maintenance of mechanical systems. 

2. A ventilation system shall be required to filter contaminants to the exterior of the building and any 

adjoining property. The mechanical ventilation or exhaust system shall be installed to control, 

capture, and remove emissions or other odors generated from product growing, processing, use or 

handling where required in accordance with the Building or Fire Code, or as a Condition of 

Discretionary Approval. The design of the system shall be such that the emissions or other odors are 

confined to the area in which they are generated by air currents, hoods, or enclosures and shall be 

exhausted by a duct system to a safe location or treated by removing contaminants. Certification of 

the odor control system design by a licensed engineer shall be submitted at the time of permit 

application. 

3. Provide an exhaust system designed and constructed to capture sources of contaminants to prevent 

spreading of contaminants to other parts of the occupied spaces of the building (CMC Chapter 4). 

4. Appliances regulated by this code shall be listed and labeled for the application in which they are 

installed and used.  

5. The inlet for the ventilation system shall be located in the area(s) of the highest contaminant 

concentration (CMC Chapter 5). 

6. Every occupied space shall be ventilated by natural means in accordance with CMC § 402.2 or by 

mechanical means in accordance with CMC § 402.3. 

7. Label information. A permanent factory-applied nameplate shall be affixed to appliances on which 

shall appear in legible lettering, the manufacturer's name or trademark, the model number, serial 

number and the seal or mark of the approved agency. A label shall also include the following: 

a) Electrical equipment and appliances: Electrical rating in volts, amperes, and motor phase; 

identification of individual electrical components in volts, amperes or watts, motor phase; Btu/h 

(W) output; and required clearances. 

b) Absorption units: Hourly rating in Btu/h (W); minimum hourly rating for units having step or 

automatic modulating controls; type of fuel; type of refrigerant; cooling capacity in Btu/h (W); 

and required clearances. 

c) Fuel-burning units: Hourly rating in Btu/h (W); type of fuel approved for use with the 

appliance; and required clearances. 

d) Electric heating appliances: Name and trademark of the manufacturer; the model number or 

equivalent; the electric rating in volts, ampacity and phase; Btu/h (W) output rating; individual 

marking for each electrical component in amperes or watts, volts, and phase; required 

clearances from combustibles; and a seal indicating approval of the appliance by an approved 
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agency  CMC § 307.2. 

 

8. The building or structure shall not be weakened by the installation of mechanical systems. Where 

floors, walls, ceilings or any other portion of the building or structure are required to be altered or 

replaced in the process of installing, replacing, or repairing any system, such alterations shall be 

designed by a licensed design professional such that the building or structure shall be left in a 

safe structural condition in accordance with the CBC, CEBC, CMC. Anchorage of any 

mechanical equipment greater than 400 lbs. shall be designed and detail by a licensed design 

professional. 

9. Condensate drain systems shall be provided for equipment and appliances containing evaporators 

or cooling coils. Condensate drain systems shall be designed, constructed, and installed in 

accordance with CMC § 310.0. 

 

10. Mechanical ventilation systems shall be provided with manual or automatic controls that will 

operate such systems whenever the spaces are occupied. Air-conditioning systems that supply 

required ventilation air shall be provided with controls designed to automatically maintain the 

required outdoor air supply rate during occupancy CMC § 402.3. 

 

Plumbing Code 

The requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

the requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

1. New plumbing installations and alteration must meet requirements of the California Plumbing 

Code. 

 
2. The provisions of the CPC shall apply to the erection, installation, alteration, repairs, relocation, 

replacement, addition to or the maintenance of plumbing systems, nonflammable medical gas, 

carbon dioxide extraction systems, inhalation, anesthetic, vacuum piping, nonmedical oxygen 

systems, sanitary and condensate systems, vacuum collection systems, fuel gas distribution piping 

and equipment, gas water heaters and water heater venting. 

 
3. Plan documents must identify the locations of plumbing fixtures and fixture types. 

 
4. Plans shall identify the locations of water heater(s), water supply and distribution, indirect 

and special waste, sanitary discharge, vents, traps, backflow preventers and interceptors and 

separators. 

 
5. Plumbing fixtures and fixture fittings must be designed for individuals with disabilities 

and with the appropriate standards. 

 

6. Installed plumbing systems regulated by this code shall be listed and labeled for the 

application in which they are installed and used, unless otherwise approved in accordance with 

CPC. 
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CalGreen Code 

The requirements listed below are intended to assist the applicant with some of the requirements 

applicable to a Building Division permit submittal and are not to be considered an all- inclusive listing of 

the requirements for plan approval or permit issuance. 

 

1. New construction shall include a non-residential CalGreen building check list demonstrating 

compliance with the non-residential mandatory measures. 

2. All projects requiring CalGreen compliance shall include submittal of a CalGreen checklist prepared 

by a design professional at the time of permit application. 

3. The following items shall be addressed as required by the CalGreen checklist: 

a) Storm water pollution prevention. 

b) Bicycle parking. 

c) Electric charging stations. 

d) Outdoor lighting that complies with California Energy Code requirements. 

e) Water efficiency and conservation. Indoor water use and reuse. Outdoor water use-WELO. 

f) Construction waste reduction, disposal, and recycling. 

g) Building maintenance and operation. Systems commissioning, testing, and operations training. 

h) Pollutant control. 
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Inspection Schedule | Nordic Aqua Farms 

New commercial construction is inspected in 6 stages: foundation, floor, rough-out, insulation, drywall 

and final. This document provides a description of each inspection including related building code, 

directions on when to call for your next inspection, and descriptions of special inspections that may be 

required. The inspection card, all county approved documents, and any relevant installation manuals must 

be provided on-site for each inspection. Refer to Important GIS Layers to determine if flood and fire 

hazard requirements apply. 

 

 

 

1 Foundation  

 

• Setbacks – We will verify that the setbacks described on your county approved site map match your 

development. You must be outside the setback distance from property lines, easements, streamside 

management areas, and rights of way. Your forms are required to be set prior to the setback 

inspection. If you cannot provide definitive proof you are outside setback areas you will be required 

to obtain a property survey from a qualified surveyor. The Humboldt County Zoning Code will be 

used as a minimum requirement. 

 

 

 

• Footings – We will verify that your footings match what is required on the soils report and building 

plans. This includes proper depth, width, quality of soil, and sediment and erosion control. A Footing 

Special Inspection by the engineer on record may be required. The building codes relevant to this 

inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), and the Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Soils and Foundations (CBC) 

▪ Erosion and Sediment Control (HC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Geotechnical Investigations (CBC) 

▪ Erosion Control (HC) 

 

 

 

• Forms – We will verify that forms will produce a concrete foundation assembly described on the 

foundation plans and soils report. This includes verifying anchor bolts and hold downs are in place or 

at least that the forms are marked for setting the hardwire while the concrete is still wet. A UFER 

ground should be inspected at this stage if used. The building code relevant to this inspection are the 

California Building Code (CBC), and the California Electric Code (CEC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Soils and Foundations (CBC) 

▪ Grounding and Bonding (CEC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Concrete-Encased Electrode 

250.52(A)(3) (CEC) 
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• Underfloor Plumbing (Slab Only) – We will verify that your drain-waste-venting system is assembled 

as per plans, wrapped where exposed to concrete, and can hold water pressure up to a 10ft head for at 

least 15-minutes. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code 

(CBC), the California Plumbing Code (CPC), and the Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General Regulations (CPC) 

▪ Sanitary Drainage (CPC) 

▪ Vents (CPC) 

▪ Stormwater Drainage (CPC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Water Test (CPC) 

▪ General Protection (CPC) 

 

 

 

 

 

• Temporary Electric (Optional) – It is optional to install a pole mounted service panel to provide 

power during the initial inspection. A listed panel enclosure, a grounding electrode system, and a 20-

amp GFCI protected outlet is required at minimum. The building codes relevant to this inspection are 

the California Building Code (CBC), the California Electric Code (CEC), and the Humboldt Code 

(HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General (CEC) 

▪ Wiring and Protection (CEC) 

▪ Wiring Methods and Materials 

(CEC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Grounding and Bonding (CEC) 

▪ Overcurrent Protection (CEC) 

▪ Services (CEC) 

 

 

 

Once all inspections have been approved you will be ready to pour concrete and start framing your floor. 

 

 

 

 

2 Floor  

• Foundation Framing - We will verify that the floor framing matches what is described on your 

foundation plans. This includes everything before floor sheathing such as girders, joists, and required 

hardware. If you are developing new construction in the flood zone, we will require a Second Flood 

Certification. Code books relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC) and the 

Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Wood (CBC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Floor Framing (CBC) 
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• Underfloor Plumbing – We will verify that your drain-waste-venting system is assembled as per plans 

and can hold water pressure up to a 10ft head for at least 15-minutes. The building codes relevant to 

this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), the California Plumbing Code (CPC), and the 

Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General Regulations (CPC) 

▪ Sanitary Drainage (CPC) 

▪ Vents (CPC) 

▪ Stormwater Drainage (CPC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Water Test (CPC) 

▪ General Protection (CPC) 

 

 

 

 

Once approved you will be ready to install floor sheathing, walls, the roof, rough-plumbing, rough-

electrical, and rough-mechanical. 

 

 
3 Rough-Out  

• Rough-Framing - We will verify that the framing matches approved framing plans, structural 

calculations, and truss calculations. We will review the Accessibility plans to ensure there is nailing at 

the correct location for accessible elements. The building official may require a structural certification 

at this inspection. Code books relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC). 

  

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Wood (CBC) 

▪ Fire Protection Features (CBC) 

▪ Public Accessibility (CBC) 

▪ Housing Accessibility (CBC) 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Conventional Light-Frame 

Construction (CBC) 

 

 

 

 

• Shear Nail – We will verify that the nailing pattern of your exterior and interior shear wall matches 

what is shown on your shear wall schedule and structural calculations. We will also verify roof 

sheathing material, type of fasteners, and nail pattern. Code books relevant to this inspection are the 

California Building Code (CBC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Wood (CBC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Exterior Wall Sheathing (CBC) 
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• Holddowns – We will verify type and location of holddowns installed match what is shown on the 

shear wall schedule and structural calculations. The code book relevant to this inspection is the 

California Building Code (CBC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Wood (CBC) 

 

 

  

Important Sections 
 

▪ Foundations and Footings (CBC) 

▪ Anchorage of Exterior Means of 

Egress (CBC) 

 

 

 

• Windows – We will verify that windows are properly sized, insulated, and tempered per construction 

plans. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), and the 

Energy Code (CEnC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Means of Egress (CBC) 

▪ Mandatory Requirements (CEnC) 

▪ Glass and Glazing (CBC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Emergency Escape and Rescue 

(CBC) 

▪ Glass and Glazing (CBC) 

 

 

•  Rough Electric – We will verify that the rough electrical matches your electrical plans. Overcurrent 

protection devices must be the only device connected, all electrical boxes must be mounted, the 

grounds must all be tied together, feeder/branch circuits must be landed in each panel enclosure, 

protective plates must be provided, and the grounding electrode system must be properly installed. 

The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), the California 

Electric Code (CEC), the California Green Building Standards (CGB), the Energy Code (CEnC) and 

the Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General (CEC) 

▪ Wiring and Protection (CEC) 

▪ Wiring Methods and Materials 

(CEC) 

▪ Mandatory Requirements (CEnC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Requirements for Electrical 

Installations (CEC) 

▪ Grounding and Bonding (CEC)  

▪ Overcurrent Protection (CEC) 

▪ Services (CEC) 

 

 

• Initial Gas Line Test – We will verify that the gas line will be able to hold 10 PSI or half the working 

pressure of the gauge used for 15 minutes. For example, if a 30lbs gauge is used then the gas lines 

must be pressured to 15lbs for 15 minutes. A second line test will be done after drywall. The building 

codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), the California Mechanical 

Code (CMC) and the California Plumbing Code (CPC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Fuel Gas Piping (CPC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Fuel Line Test (CPC) 
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• Rough-Plumbing (Top-Out) – We will verify that adequate venting is provided, proper installation of 

the drain-waste-venting system (DWV), protective plates are provided, and that the DWV and potable 

water system can hold water pressure for at least 15-minutes. The building codes relevant to this 

inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), and the California Plumbing Code (CPC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General Regulations (CPC) 

▪ Water Supply and Distribution 

(CPC) 

▪ Sanitary Drainage (CPC) 

▪ Vents (CPC) 

▪ Traps and Interceptors (CPC) 

▪ Fuel Gas Piping (CPC) 

▪ Firestop Protection (CPC) 

 

 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Drain Test (CPC) 

▪ Potable Water Test (CPC) 

▪ Vents Required (CPC) 

▪ Drainage Piping (CPC) 

▪ Hot and Cold Required (CPC) 

▪ Traps Required (CPC) 

▪ Combustible Piping Installations 

(CPC) 

▪ Electrical Bonding and Grounding 

(CPC) 

 

 

• Rough-Sprinkler – We will verify that the sprinkler system matches what is described on your 

sprinkler plans. This includes spacing, sizing, materials, pumps, and other devices. The building 

codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), the California Plumbing 

Code (CPC) and NFPA 13. 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Fire Protection and Life Safety 

Systems (CBC) 

▪ Water Supply and Distribution 

(CPC) 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems 

(CBC) 

 

 

 

• Rough-Mechanical – We will verify all ducting, flues, and mechanical appliances are installed per 

buildings plans and manufactures specifications. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the 

California Building Code (CBC), and the California Mechanical Code (CMC) and the California 

Green Building Standards (CGB). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General Regulations (CMC) 

▪ Ventilation Air (CMC) 

▪ Exhaust Systems (CMC) 

▪ Duct Systems (CMC)  

▪ Chimneys and Vents (CMC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Bathroom Exhaust Fans (CGB) 

▪ Heating/Cooling Air System (CMC) 

▪ Central Heating Furnaces (CMC) 

▪ Clothes Dryers (CMC) 

▪ Attic Drainage Pan (CMC) 

 

 

Once approved you will be ready to install insulation. 
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4 Insulation  

• Insulation – We will verify that the insulation used meets the R-value required by your energy 

calculations. A HERS Special Inspection may be required. The building codes relevant to this 

inspection are the California Building Code (CBC) and the Energy Code (CEnC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Mandatory Requirements (CEnC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Mandatory Insulation Requirements 

(CEnC) 

 

 

Once approved you will be ready to install drywall. 

 

 

 

5 Drywall  

• Drywall – We will verify that the correct size of drywall is used according to required fire assemblies 

and that they are fastened to framing members as per plans. The California Building Code (CBC) will 

be used as a minimum requirement. 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Interior Finishes (CBC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ General (CBC) 
 

 

• Gas Service – We will conduct another line test and will require a gas appliance is in place to be 

easily connected. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code 

(CBC), the California Mechanical Code (CMC) and the California Plumbing Code (CPC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Fuel Gas Piping (CMC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Fuel Line Test (CMC) 

 

 

Once approved you will be ready complete the construction through to final. 
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6 Final  

• Mechanical Final – We will verify the functionality of all mechanical systems and ensure the absence 

of mechanical hazards. Your energy calculations may require a HERS Special Inspection at this time. 

The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), the California 

Mechanical Code (CMC), the California Energy Code (CEnC), and the California Green Building 

Standards (CGB). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General Regulations (CMC) 

▪ Installation of Specific Appliances 

(CMC) 

▪ Environmental Quality (CGB) 

▪ Mandatory Requirements (CEnC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Installation (CGB) 

▪ Location (CMC) 

▪ Exhaust System Termination 

(CMC) 

▪ Grills and Screens (CMC) 

 

 

 

• Plumbing Final – We will verify functionality and efficiency of all plumbing fixtures and ensure the 

absence of plumbing hazards. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Green 

Building Standards (CGB), and the California Plumbing Code (CPC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Plumbing Fixtures and Fixture 

Fittings (CPC) 

▪ Water Heaters (CPC) 

▪ Nonresidential Mandatory Measures 

(CGB) 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Installation (CPC) 

▪ Water Efficiency and Conservation 

(CGB) 

 

 

 

 

• Electrical Final – We will verify functionality of the electrical system, AFCI/GFCI protection, and 

absence of electrical hazards. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California 

Building Code (CBC), the California Electric Code (CEC), the California Green Building Standards 

(CGB), the California Energy Code (CEnC),and the Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ General (CEC) 

▪ Wiring and Protection (CEC) 

▪ Nonresidential Mandatory Measures 

(CGB) 

▪ Mandatory Requirements (CEnC) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Branch Circuits (CEC) 

▪ Branch Circuits, Feeder, and Service 

(CEC) 

▪ Grounding and Bonding (CEC) 

▪ Overcurrent Protection (CEC) 
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• Building Final – We will verify the safety of all structural and path of travel elements and ensure the 

absence of hazards. Furthermore, we will verify that all special inspections have been completed and 

that all certification letters have been received. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the 

California Building Code (CBC) and the Humboldt Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Fire and Smoke Protection Features 

(CBC) 

▪ Environmental Quality (CGB) 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Fire Alarm and Detection Systems 

(CBC) 

▪ Pollutant Control (CGB) 

 

 

 

 

• Exterior – We will verify the exterior covering is watertight and free from hazards. This includes 

ensuring water will be shed away from the foundation and the correct installation of plumbing and 

flue terminations. The building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Green Building 

Standards (CGB), and the California Building Code (CBC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Exterior Walls (CBC) 

 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Exterior Combustible Material 

(CBC) 

▪ Finish Material (CBG) 

 

 

 

• Sprinkler System – The fire department and the building department will verify that all escutcheon 

plates are installed on sprinkler heads, ensure the absence of hazards, and recheck spacing 

requirements. We will verify that the sprinkler system matches what is described on your sprinkler 

plans. This includes spacing, sizing, materials, pumps, and other devices. The building codes relevant 

to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC), the California Plumbing Code (CPC), the 

California Fire Code (CFC), and the NFPA 13D. 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Fire and Smoke Protection Features 

(CBC) 

▪ Water Supply and Distribution 

(CPC) 

Important Sections 
 

▪ Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems 

(CBC) 
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• Accessibility – We will verify all accessible elements are in accordance with Chapter 11B. The 

building codes relevant to this inspection are the California Building Code (CBC) and the Humboldt 

Code (HC). 

 

Important Chapters 
 

▪ Public Accessibility (CBC) 

 

 

Important Sections 
 

▪ 11B Scope (CBC) 

 

 

 

Once you have passed all inspections and all applicable agencies have signed off on the project, you may 

contact the building department to receive your certificate of occupancy. 

 

 

 

Special Inspections 

Depending on your engineering and site hazards your project may require special inspections. 

 

• Property Survey – If the property lines are difficult to discern and potentially close to the 

proposed development the building official may require you to provide survey markers from a 

qualified surveyor. 

 

• Footings – An engineer will be required to inspect footings and excavations. 

 

• Structural Certification – If you installed a structural assembly that does not match your building 

plans you will be required to have an engineer inspect and certify as-built conditions. 

 

• HERS – Your energy calculations may require field verification of your cooling system, heating 

system, HVAC distribution system, lighting systems, and/or your domestic hot water system by a 

certified HERS Rater. 

 

• Fire Department – The fire department having jurisdiction must inspect and provide a letter 

certifying fire protection systems, fire sprinkler systems, and fire alarm systems. 

 

• Equipment and Special Systems – All equipment and special systems will require inspections by 

an engineer. 
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More Information | Nordic Aqua Farms  

 

Who do I contact if I have more questions? 

 
You can send an email to buildinginspections@co.humboldt.ca.us and we will try to get back to you 

ASAP. 

 

 

 

 

Resources

• California Building Codes (UpCode) 

• County Code 

• GIS 

• GIS Guide 

• Brochures and Handouts 

• Forms 

• Resource Library 

• FAQ’s 
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Memorandum 
 

To: Alyssa Suarez, Planner   

 

From: Joey Whittlesey, Senior Environmental Health Specialist   

 

Date: April 5, 2021   

 

Subject: Nordic Aquafarms CDP (PLN-2020-16698; AP# 401-112-021) 

 

The Division of Environmental Health (DEH) has reviewed the activity proposed under the 

aforementioned development permit and recommends project approval. The following comments have 

been prepared and should be incorporated into ongoing work plans where applicable:  

 

Please be advised, under California Health and Safety Code, Section 25404 et seq., any business that 

contains on site more than 55 gallons, 500 pounds, or 200 cubic feet of a hazardous material, or 

generates hazardous waste as part of their business activity, must report these activities to DEH’s 

Hazardous Materials Program and the California Environmental Reporting System. 

 

Completion of a Landfill Gas Workplan (SHN January 2021) must verify that there is no hazard associated 

with landfill gasses generated at the Samoa Ash Disposal site prior to approval of construction 

permits.  If landfill gasses are observed in exceedance of regulatory thresholds, a landfill gas collection 

and management system will be required.  Attached is the approval letter from the Solid Waste LEA to 

SHN. 

 

Approval of proposed Phase 2 development is subject to provision of public wastewater service by 

Peninsula Community Services District. Proposed abandonment of the existing Onsite Wastewater 

Treatment System shall require submittal of an OWTS Destruction Permit Application to DEH for review 

prior to commencement of any work on the system.  
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ATTACHMENT 3  

Final Environmental Impact Report 

Linked below: 

https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/108020/Nordic-Aquafarms-Final-EIR 
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The purpose of this Errata is to document revisions to the DEIR and FEIR that are intended to 
clarify project details since they were submitted to the Office of Planning and Research State 
Clearinghouse on December 20, 2021, and July 1, 2022, respectfully. The following Project 
details are addressed in this Errata, as shown in Table 1 below.  
 
The Errata includes excerpts of text from the DEIR and FEIR that are proposed for modification 
and does not include the entire DEIR. Specifically, the entire subsection that contains the text 
proposed for modification is copied into the Errata, and newly proposed text in the Errata is 
underlined and bolded, deleted text from the original document is stricken with single 
strikethrough, and unchanged text remains in normal font. Only the subsections of the original 
document that are proposed for modification are copied into the Errata. 

Table 1 Summary of Proposed DEIR/FEIR Text Modifications Captured in Errata 

Section 
of Errata 

Section of DEIR/FEIR and Topic of Proposed Change 

1  Response to comment 677-5 was omitted on page 2-573 the FEIR 

2  Mislabelled response to comment letter 701-2 on page 2-650 of the FEIR. 

3  Errata Summary Table 4.1 on page 4-1 of the FEIR omitted two entries. 

4  Clarification on paved shoulder width in Master Response 1 on page 2-12 of the FEIR. 

5  Summary Table 1-2 on page 1-11 of the DEIR mislabeled entries. 

6  Summary Table 1-2 on page 1-16 of the DEIR mislabeled one entry. 

7  Omitted text in Mitigation Measure HWQ-3 on page 3.9-29 of the DEIR. 

 
1. Response to comment 677-5 was omitted on page 2-573 the FEIR. 

 
Response to comment 677-5 – Unacceptable impact  

 

The comment states the impacts from the intake and outfall discharge are unacceptable. 
However, the commentor did not provide any evidence upon which to base their concern 
or conclusions that differed from impact analysis within the DEIR and appended 
technical evaluations. Please review Master Response 8 – Substantial Evidence, 
Speculation, and Unsubstantiated Opinion for further discussion regarding CEQA 
guidelines. Responses to comments 677-3 and 677-4 by this commentor address their 
concerns regarding the intake and discharge. A summary of impacts has been provided 
in Table 1-2 of the DEIR on pages 1-5 through 1-23 which allow for a quick review 
through all resource categories. Due to the organization of the EIR the impact of the 
Ocean discharge and Humboldt Bay intakes have been analyzed separately across 
these resource categories, and no remaining significant impact after mitigation were 
identified. Given the information referenced above, no further analysis or modifications to 
the DEIR are proposed specific to this comment. 
 

2. Mislabeled response to comment letter 701-2 on page 2-650 of the FEIR. 
 
Response to Comment 702-1 701-1 – Support 
 

3. Errata Summary Table 4.1 on page 4-1 of the FEIR omitted two entries. 
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4.3 
Section 3.5 Energy 
Resources 

 4.3.1 
 4.3.2 
 4.3.3 

 Section 3.5.2 – Setting 
 Section 3.5.2 – Setting / Nordic Energy Mix Commitments 
 Section 3.5.7 – Cumulative Impacts 

 
4. Clarification on paved shoulder width in Master Response 1 on page 2-12 of the FEIR. 

 
There are currently traffic calming measures on SR 255 through Manila with speed 
reduction signs and pavement markings. SR 255 through Manila, Arcata, and across the 
Samoa Bridge also have sufficient shoulder width to safely accommodate pedestrians 
and bicyclist travel, where the majority of existing shoulder widths vary between 
approximately six feet and eight feet in Manila, approximately four to five feet in width 
on the Samoa Bridges and six to eight feet between the bridge structures, 
approximately six to eight feet across the Samoa Bridge, and designated six-foot bike 
lanes in Arcata, which meet the Caltrans standard for a bicycle lane of six feet, per the 
Highway Design Manual (Caltrans 2020). Caltrans has not designated the Samoa 
Bridges on SR 255 as a Class II bike lane, so the six-foot shoulder standard does 
not apply. Bicycles (and pedestrians) are permitted to use SR 255 between US 101 
and New Navy Base Road as shared facility rather than as a designated bike lane. 
There may be portions of SR 255 that lack sufficient shoulder width for pedestrians or 
bicyclists; however, the Project would not cause additional undue substantial risk to 
vulnerable road users because the Project does not significantly intensify truck traffic or 
private automobile traffic that would substantially increase the risk to vulnerable road 
users.   
 

5. Summary Table 1-2 on page 1-11 of the DEIR mislabeled entries.   
  
Cultural Resources  
CR-1 CR-a 
Would the Project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of 
an historical resource pursuant to 
§15064.5?  

Terrestrial 
Development  

No Impact  N/A  N/A  

Ocean 
Discharge  

No Impact  N/A  N/A  

Humboldt Bay 
Water Intakes  

No Impact  N/A  N/A  

Compensatory 
Off-Site 
Restoration  

Less than 
Significant  

N/A  N/A  

CR-1  
Would the Project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of a 
historical or archaeological resource 
pursuant to Section 15064.5?  

Terrestrial 
Development  

Less than 
Significant 
with 
Mitigation  

Mitigation 
Measure CR-1-
Implementation 
of Protocols for 
Cultural 
Monitoring 
During Ground 
Disturbance  
Mitigation 
Measure CR-2 
Implementation 
of Inadvertent 
Discovery 
Protocols  

Less than 
Significant  
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6. Summary Table 1-2 on page 1-16 of the DEIR mislabeled one entry. 
 
HAZ-3 HAZ-7 
Would the Project expose 
people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or 
where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands?  

Terrestrial 
Development  

Less than 
Significant  

N/A  N/A  

Ocean Discharge  No Impact  N/A  N/A  
Humboldt Bay Water 
Intakes  

No Impact  N/A  N/A  

Compensatory Off-
Site Restoration  

No Impact  N/A  N/A  

 

7. Omitted text in Mitigation Measure HWQ-3 on page 3.9-29 of the DEIR. 
 
- Piles and debris shall be removed from the barge and moved to a designated site for 

disposal preparation in such a manner as to prevent release of debris or 
contaminated material. Prior to disposal, the piles and debris will be stored on 
paved areas, in containers, or on impermeable material. Debris will be stored 
covered with tarps and surrounded by a soil erosion boom in order to prevent 
potential leaching or discharge of debris or contaminated material. 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

Draft Environmental Impact Report 

Linked below: 

https://humboldtgov.org/3218/Nordic-Aquafarms-Project 
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ATTACHMENT 5

Public Comments 

PLN-2020-16698 Nordic Aquafarms California, LLC, CDP and Special Permit July 28, 2022 Page 135



Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Chris Dorn
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 9:51:54 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Chris Dorn 
North San Juan

Regards, 
Chris Dorn 
202 Ridge Rd
North San Juan, CA 95960
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Cory Allbritton
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 10:22:01 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Cory Allbritton 
Healdsburg

Regards, 
Cory Allbritton 
240 Alexandria Dr
Healdsburg, CA 95448
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Dave Rowe
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 9:16:48 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Dave Rowe 
Redding

Regards, 
Dave Rowe 
4855 Caterpillar Rd
Redding, CA 96003
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: George Steffensen
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 10:15:38 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

George Steffensen 
Santa Rosa

Regards, 
George Steffensen 
2512 Magowan Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Gregory Silva
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 9:23:21 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Gregory Silva 
Plumas Lake

Regards, 
Gregory Silva 
1333 Bertas Ct
Plumas Lake, CA 95961
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Jerry seiff
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 10:00:00 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Jerry seiff 
Oroville

Regards, 
Jerry seiff 
52 Powell Ridge Rd
Oroville, CA 95966
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: John Solari
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 10:31:43 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

John Solari 
Petaluma

Regards, 
John Solari 
185 McBrown Rd
Petaluma, CA 94952
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Manuel Morales
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 10:14:40 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Manuel Morales 
Rohnert Park

Regards, 
Manuel Morales 
1572 Gretchen Ct
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Tyler Charlton
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: I support the Nordic fish farm project!
Date: Friday, July 22, 2022 9:14:18 AM

Dear Humboldt County Planning Commission,

Dear Members of the Humboldt Planning Commission, I work in the Northern California
construction industry as a member of Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am writing today in
support of the Nordic fish farm project, which would be built on the property of the old Samoa
pulp mill facility.

This project will help people like me, who work in Northern California. It will also give
training
opportunities for apprentices, so we can grow the next generation of skilled working people.
We need
good jobs like this in the community, so we can support our families. We also need local jobs,
so we
don’t have to travel many miles for work and spend our money elsewhere. COVID has
drastically
affected the tourism industry in this county and our economy, and things will only get worse,
unless
we create jobs that are careers. The Nordic fish farm is one of those.

Furthermore, this project will clean up an abandoned site and turn it into something our
community can be proud of. With this fish farm, Humboldt County can continue our long
tradition of helping feed California, and do it in a sustainable way. With the decline of the
timber industry, we need projects like this to sustain the economic prosperity and employment
opportunities in this region.

Humboldt County needs good-paying, long-term jobs, and the Nordic fish farm will give us
that
opportunity. Please take this letter of support into consideration during your open comment
period.

Tyler Charlton 
Browns Valley

Regards, 
Tyler Charlton 
5534 Marysville Rd
Browns Valley, CA 95918
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