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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

Hearing Date 

September 15, 2022 

Subject   

Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit 

Contact 

Megan Acevedo 

Project Description: Cedar Farm South seeks a Conditional Use Permit for 17,200 SF of pre-existing outdoor 

cannabis cultivation with 1,700 SF of ancillary propagation. Water is sourced from a well, and the 

applicant has obtained a Well Assessment Report for the well supporting the continued use for irrigation. 

Supplemental water is proposed to come from a stream diversion on-site, which requires the approval 

of a Special Permit for the continued use and maintenance of a stream diversion within a streamside 

management area. Annual water usage is approximately 232,200 gallons of water for irrigation needs 

(12.29 gal/SF/yr). There are eight 2,500-gallon hard tanks existing on-site and two 2,500-gallon tanks 

proposed for a total of 25,000 gallons of water storage. Up to five (5) employees will be used for 

operations on-site during peak season. Portable toilets and hand washing stations will be provided. 

Processing will occur off-site at a licensed processing facility. Power is sourced from three (3) generators 

and the project is conditioned to transition to 100% renewable energy by 2026.  

Project Location: The project is located in Humboldt County, in the South Fork Mountain area, on the 

east side of USFS Route 1 (6N01), approximately 1.68 miles north from the intersection of USFS Route 1 

(6N01) and USFS Route 3N33, on the property known to be in the east half of Section 11 and the west 

half of Section 12, Township 03 North, Range 05 East, Humboldt Base & Meridian. 

Present Plan Land Use Designations: Timberland (T); 2017 General Plan; Density: 40-160 acres per unit; 

Slope Stability: Moderate Instability (2) 

Present Zoning: Timber Production Zone (TPZ) 

Record Number: PLN-13349-CUP 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 317-055-009 

Applicant 

Cedar Farm South, LLC 

PO Box 682 

Arcata, CA 95518 

Owner 

Scott Raymond 

PO Box 682 

Arcata, CA 95518 

Agents 

N/A  

Environmental Review: An Addendum to a previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration has 

been prepared for consideration per §15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  

State Appeal Status: Project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal Commission 

Major Issues: None  
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Cedar Farm South, LLC 

Record Number: PLN-13349-CUP  

Assessor’s Parcel Number’s: 317-055-009 

 

Recommended Commission Action 

1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda. 

2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application. 

3.  If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as a part of 

the consent agenda:  

 

Adopt the resolution to find that the Commission has considered the Addendum to the adopted 

Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) 

as described by Section §15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, make all of the required findings for 

approval of the Conditional Use Permit and adopt the Resolution approving the Cedar Farm South, LLC 

Conditional Use Permit as recommended by staff subject to the recommended conditions. 

 

Executive Summary: Cedar Farm South seeks a Conditional Use Permit for 17,200 SF of pre-existing 

outdoor cannabis cultivation with 1,700 SF of ancillary propagation. Water is sourced from a well, and 

the applicant has obtained a Well Assessment Report supporting the continued use of the well for 

irrigation. Supplemental water is proposed to come from a stream diversion on-site, which requires the 

approval of a Special Permit for the continued use and maintenance of a stream diversion within a 

streamside management area. Annual water usage is approximately 232,200 gallons of water for 

irrigation needs (12.29 gal/SF/yr). There are eight (8) 2,500-gallon hard tanks existing on-site and two (2) 

2,500-gallon tanks are proposed for a total of 25,000 gallons of water storage. Power is sourced from 

three (3) generators and the project is conditioned to transition to 100% renewable energy by 2026. 

 

Two (2) full-time employees, and up to three (3) part-time employees will be utilized for cultivation 

activities on-site. Portable toilets and hand washing stations will be available at the cultivation areas, 

and potable drinking water will be provided. The applicant shall provide receipts, or other equivalent 

documentation, annually to the Planning Division for proof of portable toilet service, unless a permitted 

onsite wastewater treatment system has been obtained (Ongoing Condition B.1). Trimming will occur 

off-site at a licensed processing facility, and the applicant shall have documentation kept on-site to 

show the use of an off-site licensed processing facility, to be furnished during an annual inspection 

(Ongoing Condition B.2).  

 

The applicant is proposing to have five (5) 20’ x 96’ outdoor greenhouses, eighteen (18) 5’ x 80’ outdoor 

rows, and one (1) 20’ x 80’ ancillary propagation greenhouse. Other proposed structures include three 

(3) generator sheds, and one (1) metal building to be used for drying, curing and harvest storage. The 

project was referred to the Building Division on April 14, 2021, and a building inspection was conducted 

on October 12, 2021. Comments from the Building Division included a recommendation of approval 

based on the condition that all required permits are obtained. The applicant is conditioned to obtain 

building permits for all existing and proposed structures with a nexus to cannabis, including but not 

limited to: five (5) outdoor greenhouses, one (1) ancillary propagation greenhouse, three (3) generator 

sheds, and one (1) metal building (Condition A.7). Generator sheds must have a concrete floor designed 

to incorporate containment for fuel leaks and spills which must be located on a stable surface with a 

minimum 200-foot buffer from Class I and Class II streams (Condition A.8). Historic grading has occurred 

on the site in association with the cannabis cultivation. The applicant is conditioned to permit the historic 

grading that occurred in association to cannabis activities on-site, with the Building Division (Condition 

A.9). 

 

This application includes the decommissioning of one historic cultivation area in the northern section of 

the parcel, which will be centrally relocated to an environmentally superior location on-site. A letter was 

received by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard, dated October 30, 2020, with the following environmentally superior 

justifications for relocation and restoration of the historic cultivation area: the consolidation of the 

cultivation site will eliminate the use of approximately 5,400 feet of roads on-site, the historic cultivation 
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site is located immediately adjacent to a neighboring parcel with ongoing illegal activity and relocation 

would improve security of property assets and increases safety for personnel, and the pre-existing site 

occupied an area on slopes greater than 17% and the proposed cultivation site will have less potential 

to impact soil and water resources. The applicant is required to restock the decommissioned cultivation 

area, discussed further in the Timberland Resources and Biological Resources sections below. 

 

Fire Hazard  

The parcel is located in an area known to have a Very High Fire Hazard Severity, and was hit by the 

Johnson Fire in 2015. The parcel is located outside of a local fire response area. Pursuant to the Humboldt 

County General Plan the applicant is required to cause to be recorded an “ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO 

AVAILABLE EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES” for the parcel(s) on a form 

provided by the Humboldt County Planning Division (Condition A.20). The project is located within the 

State Responsibility Area (SRA) for CalFire, and was referred to the agency on April 14, 2021. Comments 

were received by CalFire on April 26, 2021, and the agency stated that they had no comments 

regarding the project at that time. The project site shows ample room for a firetruck turnaround, and is 

required to have a minimum of 2,500 gallons of water storage designated for fire suppression needs. The 

applicant shall designate a minimum of 2,500 gallons of on-site water storage for emergency fire 

suppression and is conditioned to provide an updated Site Plan to the Planning Division to show 

designated fire suppression water storage on-site (Condition A.5). The designated fire suppression tank 

shall also have the appropriate fire hose that meets CalFire SRA requirements (Condition A.10). 

 

Timber Conversion 

Unauthorized timberland conversion of approximately 3.21 acres occurred on the site, and 

approximately 1.75 acres of that was converted post-2016. The applicant had a Timber Conversion 

Evaluation Report (TCER) that was prepared by RPF Chris Carroll with Timberland Resource Consultants, 

dated November 19, 2018. A site inspection was conducted by the RPF on October 19, 2018, and the 

TCER states that there were a total of nine (9) sites evaluated for timberland conversion. Eight (8) of the 

sites were determined to be unauthorized conversion of timberland, and of those sites six (6) were 

historical log landings that were expanded to their current size in 2016. The TCER observed a total of 3.21 

acres of unauthorized timberland conversion for cannabis cultivation, which exceeds the three-acre 

maximum. The RPF recommends that the applicant restore and remediate cultivation sites 1, 2, and 9 to 

productive timberland, which would lower the total conversion area to 2.71 acres (incorrectly stated as 

2.92 acres in the TCER). The applicant is requesting to keep the landings open at Cultivation Sites 1 and 

2 for future solar panel locations and no restocking is required at these sites. Restocking of Cultivation 

Site 9 will bring the total conversion area on-site to 2.92 acres, which is below the 3-acre maximum. The 

TCER found that no conversion activities have negatively impacted water resources, but that the 

conversion activities on the site do not comply with all standards of the California Forest Practice Act 

and the California Forest Practice Rules. The applicant shall adhere to the following revised 

recommendations within the TCER (Condition A.11): 

1) Removal of cultivation-related activities at Cultivation Sites 1 and 2: Remove and remediate all 

cultivation infrastructure, materials, and waste within Cultivation Sites 1 and 2. Consolidate all 

cultivation activities to Cultivation Sites 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. (A letter from RPF Jon Dylan Leonard, 

dated October 30, 2020, states that during a site visit on October 12, 2020, it was observed that 

remediation of sites 1, and 2 was completed in the form of removal and cleanup of areas, and 

disturbed areas were stabilized by a combination of straw mulch, native grasses, or native rock, 

and all cultivation areas are consolidated. This condition is no longer applicable.) 

2) Replant Cultivation Site 9: Replant native trees to CFPR’s stocking standards (14 CCR 1071) within 

Cultivation Site 9. The RPF recommends the following: 

i. Replant locally-sourced Group A commercial species (Douglas-fir seedlings, CA Seed 

Zone 312, Elevation 4,000-5,000 feet recommended) at a level of 450 trees per acre 

(approximately 10-foot uniform spacing between seedlings). 

1. Cultivation Site 9: The site is approximately 0.21 acres, so RPF recommends planting 

90 trees. 

ii. Monitor growth and success of planted seedlings to ensure a 300-point count stocking 

level is maintained 2-3 years after planting. 
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1. If seedling success is low, repeat the replanting process. 

2. Consider consulting an RPF for continued timber management in this area. 

3) Slash and Woody Debris Treatment: Nearby Cultivation Sites 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8, treat all slash 

piles and woody debris as soon as possible (and during an appropriate time of year) using one 

of the following methods: burying, chipping and spreading, piling and burning, or removal from 

site. 

 

After review of the TCER and aerial imagery, it was concluded that approximately 1.75 acres of 

unauthorized post-2016 timberland conversion occurred on the site with the expansion of the historic log 

landings, and the applicant is required to restock the post-2016 converted timberland on a 1-1 basis. As 

well, the applicant is required to restore and restock the 0.33 acres of the expanded historic cultivation 

area being decommissioned (Cultivation Site 8 in the TCER) and bring back to pre-2016 conditions. This 

brings the total required restocking area on-site to 2 acres of restocking. A Restocking Plan was prepared 

by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard with Timberland Resource Consultants, dated October 20, 2020. The TCER and 

the Restocking Plan were sent to CalFire on April 14, 2021, and the agency replied on April 26, 2021, 

stating that they had no comments regarding the project at that time.  

 

The Restocking Plan includes the restocking of Cultivation Sites 1, 2, and 9 as recommended in the TCER, 

and includes an additional 1.5 acres for a total of 2 acres of restocking area. The applicant will be 

keeping the landings located at Cultivation Sites 1 and 2, and plans to restock Cultivation Sites 8, and 9. 

The 1.5 acres of additional restocking will occur within one of the potential restocking sites shown in the 

Restocking Plan & Site Plan maps, which will restock areas damaged by the 2015 Johnson Fire. The 

applicant will be restocking 2 acres in three locations on-site, and shall adhere to the following revised 

recommendations within the Restocking Plan for all restocking areas (Condition A.12): 

• Site Preparation (as outlined in page 2 of the Restocking Plan) shall occur at Cultivation Site 8. 

This area has been compacted from grading and past cultivation-related activities. No site 

preparation is needed at Cultivation Site 9. 

• The landowner shall plant Douglas-fir and/or white fir (best suited for Seed Zone 312, elevation 

range 4,000-5,000 feet) at a uniform spacing no less than 10-feet by 10-feet, or 435 trees per acre. 

1. Cultivation Site 8: The site was expanded to approximately 0.33 acres, so RPF 

recommends planting 144 trees. 

2. Proposed Restocking Area: The site is approximately 1.5 acres, so RPF recommends 

planting 650 trees. 

• Given the conditions of the site and the higher survival rate associated with containerized stock, 

use containerized seedlings if available. 

• For long-term storage (more than 3 days), store seedlings at 33 to 36 degrees Fahrenheit. For 

short-term storage (several hours to less than 3 days), store below 42 degrees Fahrenheit. At the 

planting site, take care not to let the roots dry out and avoid exposure to the sun or warmer 

temperatures. 

• Follow Planting Instructions: When planting seedlings, the landowner or tree planter should abide 

by the following: 

1. Tree planting shall only occur in winter or the early spring. Tree planting should not occur 

if the ground is frozen or during unusually warm periods. 

2. Dig a hole at least one inch deeper and wider than the seedling roots. If planting from a 

container, dig the hole an inch deeper and wider than the container. 

3. Place the seedling into the hole taking care not to bend the taproot, or main vertical 

root, and cover with soil. 

4. Pack the soil down firmly around the seedling to remove any air pockets. 

5. See Appendices A-D for illustrations for correct planting techniques. 

• The RPF recommends acquiring conifer seedlings from Green Diamond Resource Company’s 

nursery in Korbel, California. 

• Monitor growth and success of planted trees after one year of planting. Conduct a point count 

stocking sampling survey (protocol described in CFPR’s 14CCR1072). If less than 55% of the 

planted area meets the 300-point count minimum stocking level, repeat the planting process.  
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Energy 

The site has used generators in the past, and is proposing to utilize three (3) generators on-site. One (1) 

25kW generator is proposed for drying activities within the metal building, one (10 12kW generator is 

proposed for the propagation lighting in the early season, and one (1) 5kW generator is proposed to 

pump the well until a solar pump is installed. The applicant is planning to add solar panels to the existing 

two flats located in the southwest corner of the parcel. The applicant is conditioned to transition to 100% 

renewable energy source supplied for the project by the 2026 cultivation season, and after transition 

shall only be allowed to keep one (1) generator on-site for emergency backup purposes only (Condition 

A.13). The applicant shall provide an Energy Plan to the Planning Division to show how all power required 

by the project will be sourced by 100% renewable energy sources, and shall submit an updated Site Plan 

to show one (1) emergency backup generator on-site (Condition A.14). 

 

Water Resources 

The project will source water primarily from the permitted well (Permit #18/19-0328). The applicant is 

proposing to obtain supplemental water from a stream diversion on-site, under claimed water right 

S026085, which requires the approval of a Special Permit for the continued use and maintenance of a 

stream diversion within a streamside management area. Estimated annual water needed for irrigation is 

approximately 232,200 gallons of water (12.29 gal/SF/yr). There are eight (8) 2,500-gallon hard tanks 

existing on-site and two (2) 2,500-gallon tanks are proposed for a total of 25,000 gallons of water storage. 

The applicant shall submit a Small Irrigation and Use Registration with the Water Board Division of Water 

Resources, and obtain a Water Right Certificate prior to utilizing the stream diversion for irrigation 

(Condition A.15). In the event that the applicant obtains a Water Right Certificate for the stream 

diversion, the applicant shall submit a copy to the Planning Division and adhere to the conditions and 

limitations set forth within the Water Right Certificate (Ongoing Condition B.3). In the event that the 

applicant obtains a Water Right Certificate for the stream diversion, additional water storage may be 

required at that time in order to adhere to forbearance. The applicant shall submit an Irrigation Plan to 

show how they will adhere to forbearance of the stream diversion, and shall meter the water used from 

the well separately from the diversion (Condition A.16). 

 

The applicant has obtained a Well Assessment Report (WAR) prepared by licensed geologist David 

Lindberg, with Lindberg Geologic Consulting, dated May 16, 2022. The WAR states that a site visit was 

conducted on March 30, 2022 to observe the well and local site conditions. It was determined that the 

well has a low likelihood of having any direct connection to surface waters, and appears to draw water 

from a confined subsurface aquifer not connected to any confined aquifer. The Well Completion Report 

estimated a yield of 25 gallons per minute for the well, and in October 2019 a two-hour air-lift pump test 

showed a drawdown of 10 feet. It has been calculated that if 10 percent of the lowest known annual 

precipitation in the area (40 inches per year) were absorbed by the soils, approximately 17.4 million 

gallons of water would recharge the local aquifer per year. It was determined in the WAR that the 

groundwater supply of the well is sufficient for the proposed us on the subject parcel. 

 

The applicant is not currently cultivating, and the project is not currently enrolled in the State Water 

Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) General Order (No. WQ 2019-0001-DWQ) for Waste Discharge 

Requirements and Water Quality. The project is conditioned to enroll in the SWRCB’s General Order prior 

to commencing cultivation activities on-site, and shall submit a Notice of Applicability letter or Notice of 

Receipt as proof of enrollment before cultivation activities can occur, and shall provide any other 

technical reports (other than a Site Management Plan) required in the Notice of Applicability letter 

received by the SWRCB (Condition A.17). The applicant has obtained a Site Management Plan (SMP) 

prepared by Green Road Consulting, dated June 16, 2020. There are three (3) Class II streams on the 

site, and all proposed cultivation areas will be outside of any associated streamside management areas. 

There are two (2) stream crossings that are used and three (3) stream crossings which are on the 

decommissioned road. The SMP mentions two (2) stream crossings that require upgrades, remediation 

measures and winterization measures required for the site to comply with the General Order standards. 

The applicant shall complete the remediation measures listed in the Remediation Summary Table of the 

SMP (Condition A.18), and shall adhere to the winterization and monitoring requirements in Sections 8 

and 9 of the SMP (Ongoing Condition B.4). 
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The applicant has obtained a Streambed Alteration Agreement for the in-stream work and continued 

maintenance required for the two (2) stream crossings (STX-17 & STX-18) (SAA No. 1600-2019-0817-R1, 

dated April 2, 2021). The applicant shall adhere to the project description and work outlined within the 

SAA No. 1600-2019-0817-R1 for STX-17 & STX-18 (Ongoing Condition B.5). The applicant has not obtained 

a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement for the proposed stream diversion under claimed water right 

S026085, and the applicant shall obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW and shall 

submit to the Planning Division prior to utilizing the point of diversion for cannabis irrigation (Condition 

A.19). In the event a Streambed Alteration Agreement is obtained with CDFW for the stream diversion, 

the applicant shall adhere to the project description and work outlined in the final agreement (Ongoing 

Condition B.6).  

 

Biological Resources 

The project is located approximately 1 mile to the nearest known Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) activity 

center. According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) for rare and endangered 

species, the project site contains potential habitat areas for the northern goshawk. The project site is also 

shown on the CNDDB to contain potential habitat areas for running-pine, and South Fork Mountain 

lupine. The applicant had a Biological Report (BR) prepared by Natural Resource Management (NRM), 

dated October 2020. The BR states that the site was surveyed on November 29, 2019, and that no NSO 

nesting habitat exists on the parcel, and no habitat for listed sensitive wildlife was identified in the vicinity 

of the project areas. The BR also states that the survey did not include plant species, and that seasonally 

appropriate plant surveys may be required for South Fork Mountain Lupine. The BR recommends the 

following mitigation measures: all generators in use will require noise-reducing containment with 

ventilation, propagation hoop-houses utilizing early-season low impact lighting will require tarps to block 

all potential light pollution from at least one hour prior to sunset through at least one hour past sunrise, 

no use of plastic support netting, and no use of rodenticides (Ongoing Conditions B.7, B.8, B.10 & B13).  

 

The BR also recommended seasonally appropriate plant surveys for South Fork Mountain Lupine in the 

vicinity of proposed project sites on APN 009. The applicant obtained an Assessment for Botanical 

Resources from Botanist Janell Jackson with NRM, on August 8, 2022. In the Botanical Resource 

Assessment dated August 22, 2022, from Botanist Janell Jackson, it states that during the ABR a total of 

three (3) populations of South Fork Mountain Lupine were identified within or around the intended 

cultivation areas (shown in the attached Site Map of the letter), and all patches fall outside of the 

disturbance footprint and are not expected to have any impacts from the proposed project activities. 

Recommendations in the ABR are that during construction and remediation activities, and for the 

remainder of the time that the site is used for cultivation that the three (3) individuals of South Fork 

Mountain Lupine found on-site shall be caged so as to prevent any damage (Ongoing Condition B.14). 

 

This project includes the decommissioning of one historic cultivation area in the northern section of the 

parcel, which will be centrally relocated to an environmentally superior location on-site. A letter was 

received by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard, dated October 30, 2020, with the following environmentally superior 

justifications for relocation and restoration of the historic cultivation area: the consolidation of the 

cultivation site will eliminate the use of approximately 5,400 feet of roads on-site, the historic cultivation 

site is located immediately adjacent to a neighboring parcel with ongoing illegal activity and relocation 

would improve security of property assets and increases safety for personnel, and the pre-existing site 

occupied an area on slopes greater than 17% and the proposed cultivation site will have less potential 

to impact soil and water resources. The applicant is required to restore and restock this area back to 

pre-2016 conditions in order to improve biological resources on the site. The applicant will be restoring 

and restocking the 0.33 acres of the expanded cultivation area. The applicant is required to comply with 

International Dark Sky Standards, shall ensure that all noise levels do not go above 50 decibels at 100-

feet or any tree line when noise generating equipment are in use, and generators shall be enclosed in 

permanent generator shed locations (Ongoing Conditions B.7 & B.8 and Condition A.8). 

 

 

 

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 7



 

 

Tribal Cultural Resource Coordination 

The project site is located near the Tsnungwe Aboriginal Ancestral Territory. The project was referred to 

the Northwest Information Center (NWIC), on April 14, 2021. The NWIC replied on April 14, 2021, 

recommending that the local Native American tribes be contacted regarding traditional, cultural, and 

religious heritage values. The project was referred to the Tsnungwe Council on June 14, 2021, and 

comments were received, stating that a Cultural Resource Survey was not necessary for the project. The 

applicant shall adhere to Inadvertent Discover Protocols, and shall cease all work in the immediate area 

and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A qualified archaeologist and the appropriate 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to be contacted to evaluate the discovery and, in consultation 

with the applicant and the lead agency, develop a treatment plan in any instance where significant 

impacts cannot be avoided (Informational Note 3).  

 

Access 

Access to the project site is from State HWY 299, from Titlow Hill Road which is County maintained for 4.7 

miles, and then becomes US Forest Service Road for 39 miles to the project site. From the end of the 

County maintained portion of Titlow Hill Road, access to the site is obtained from USFS NF51, from USFS 

6N01 (Friday Ridge Road), from USFS Route 3N33 to the project site. The applicant submitted a Road 

Evaluation Report for the 1.68 miles of USFS 3N33 to the project site, which included pictures and a route 

map. The applicant has self-certified that USFS 3N33 is developed to the equivalent of a Category 4 road 

standard. Up to two (2) full-time employees, and three (3) part-time employees will be utilized for 

activities on-site, and will carpool to and from the site to lower vehicle traffic on the access road. The 

applicant has stated that there will be a maximum of four (4) vehicle trips per day. As the site is pre-

existing, no increase in traffic is anticipated, and it has been determined that the road meets the 

functional capacity for the project’s needs. 

 

The project was referred to the Department of Public Works on April 14, 2021, and comments were 

received by the agency on April 29, 2021. Comments from Public Works included that the access route 

utilizes a series US Forest Service Road, and recommended that the project be referred to the US Forest 

Service. The project was referred to the US Forest Service on April 14, 2021, and no comments were 

received by the agency. As the access route utilizes Forest Service roads from the county maintained 

access road, no upgrades to the road are required, as the road is outside of the County’s jurisdiction. 

The applicant shall be aware that it is federally illegal to transport cannabis across Federal lands, and 

the approval of this permit does not authorize transportation of cannabis across Federal lands 

(Informational Note 4). 

 

Consistency with Humboldt County Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 18-43 

Planning staff determined that approval of this project is consistent with Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors Resolution No. 18-43, which established a limit on the number of cultivation permits and acres 

which may be approved in each of the County’s Planning Watersheds. The project site is located in the 

South Fork Trinity Planning Watershed, which under Resolution 18-43 is limited to 86 permits and 29 acres 

of cultivation. With the approval of this project the total approved permits in this Planning Watershed 

would be 20 cultivation permits and the total approved acres would be 8.78 acres of cultivation. 
 

Environmental review for this project was conducted and based on the results of that analysis, staff finds 

that all aspects of the project have been considered in a previously adopted Mitigated Negative 

Declaration that was adopted for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance and has 

prepared an addendum to this document for consideration by the Planning Commission (See 

Attachment 2 for more information). 

 

RECCOMENDATION: Based on a review of Planning Division reference sources and comments from all 

involved referral agencies, Planning staff believes that the applicant has submitted evidence in support 

of making all of the required findings for approval of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP). 

 

ALTERNATIVES: The Planning Commission could elect not to approve the project, or to require the 

applicant to submit further evidence, or modify the project. If modifications may cause potentially 
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significant impacts, additional CEQA analysis and findings may be required. These alternatives could be 

implemented if the Commission is unable to make all of the required findings. Planning staff has stated 

that the required findings in support of the proposal have been made. Consequently, Planning staff does 

not recommend further consideration of any alternative.  

 

The Planning Commission could also decide the project may have environmental impacts that would 

require further environmental review pursuant to CEQA. Staff did not identify any potential impacts. As 

the lead agency, the Department has determined that the project is consistent with the MND for the 

CMMLUO as stated above. However, the Commission may reach a different conclusion. In that case, 

the Commission should continue the item to a future date at least two months later to give staff the time 

to complete further environmental review. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 22-  

              Record Number PLN-13349-CUP 

Assessor’s Parcel Numbers: 317-055-009 

 

Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act and conditionally approves the Cedar Farm South, LLC, Conditional Use Permit 

& Special Permit.  

 

WHEREAS, Cedar Farm South, LLC, submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a 

Conditional Use Permit for the continued operation of an existing 17,200 square feet (sq. ft.) of outdoor 

cultivation, and appurtenant nursery & drying activities;  

 

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division, the lead agency, prepared an Addendum to the Final Mitigated 

Negative Declaration (MND) prepared for the Commercial Medical Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) 

adopted by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors on January 26, 2016. The proposed project does 

not present substantial changes that would require major revisions to the previous Mitigated Negative 

Declaration. No new information of substantial importance that was not known and could not be known 

at the time was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA Guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly-noticed public hearing on September 

15, 2022, and reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for a Conditional Use Permit and 

reviewed and considered all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1.  FINDING:  Project Description: The application is a Conditional Use Permit for 17,200 SF 

of pre-existing outdoor cannabis cultivation with 1,700 SF of ancillary 

propagation. Water is sourced from a well, and the applicant has obtained 

a Well Assessment Report for the well supporting the continued use for 

irrigation. Supplemental water is proposed to come from a stream diversion 

on-site, which requires the approval of a Special Permit for the continued 

use and maintenance of a stream diversion within a streamside 

management area. Annual water usage is approximately 232,200 gallons 

of water for irrigation needs (12.29 gal/SF/yr). There are eight 2,500-gallon 

hard tanks existing on-site and two 2,500-gallon tanks proposed for a total 

of 25,000 gallons of water storage. Up to five (5) employees will be used for 

operations on-site during peak season. Portable toilets and hand washing 

stations will be provided. Processing will occur off-site at a licensed 

processing facility. Power is sourced from three (3) generators and the 

project is conditioned to transition to 100% renewable energy by 2026. 

 

 EVIDENCE: a)  Project File:  PLN-13349-CUP 

    

2.  FINDING:  CEQA.  The requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act have 

been complied with.  The Humboldt County Planning Commission has 

considered the Addendum to and the Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(MND) prepared for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use 

Ordinance (CMMLUO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors on January 26, 2016. 

 

 EVIDENCE: a)  Addendum Prepared for the proposed project. 
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  b)  The proposed project does not present substantial changes that would 

require major revisions to the previous MND. No new information of 

substantial importance that was not known and could not be known at the 

time was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA Guidelines. 

  c)  The applicant is proposing to utilize a permitted well (Permit #18/19-0328) 

for primary water source, and is obtaining a Well Assessment Report from 

licensed geologist David Lindberg. The applicant shall submit the final Well 

Assessment Report to the Planning Division, and may not utilize the well for 

supplemental water until it has been determined to be non-diversionary to 

surface waters, is not detrimental to surrounding water sources, and meets 

the needs for the project. 

  d)  The applicant is proposing to obtain supplemental water from a stream 

diversion on-site, under claimed water right S026085. The applicant shall 

submit a Small Irrigation and Use Registration with the Water Board Division 

of Water Resources, and obtain a Water Right Certificate prior to utilizing 

the stream diversion for irrigation. The applicant shall also obtain a Lake or 

Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW prior to utilizing the point of 

diversion for cannabis irrigation. 

  e)  The project is conditioned to enroll in the State Water Resources Control 

Board’s General Order WQ 2019-0001-DWQ, for Waste Discharge 

Requirements and Water Quality, and shall submit a Notice of Applicability 

letter or Notice of Receipt as proof of enrollment before cultivation activities 

can commence on-site. 

  f)  The applicant has obtained a Site Management Plan (SMP) prepared by 

Green Road Consulting, dated June 16, 2020. The SMP mentions two (2) 

stream crossings that require upgrades, remediation measures and 

winterization measures required for the site to comply with the General 

Order standards. The applicant shall adhere to the recommendations in the 

report. 

  g)  A Streambed Alteration Agreement (No. 1600-2019-0817-R1) with CDFW 

dated April 2, 2021, for the instream work needed to upgrade two culverts 

on-site. 

  h)  The project is located approximately 1 mile to the nearest known Northern 

Spotted Owl (NSO) activity center. According to the California Natural 

Diversity Database (CNDDB) for rare and endangered species, the project 

site contains potential habitat areas for the northern goshawk. The project 

site is also shown on the CNDDB to contain potential habitat areas for 

running-pine, and South Fork Mountain lupine. The applicant had a 

Biological Report (BR) prepared by Natural Resource Management (NRM), 

dated October 2020. The BR states that the site was surveyed on November 

29, 2019, and no NSO nesting habitat exists on the site, and no habitat for 

listed sensitive wildlife was identified in the vicinity of the project areas.  

This project includes the decommissioning of one historic cultivation area in 

the northern section of the parcel, which will be centrally relocated to an 

environmentally superior location on-site. A letter was received by RPF Jon 

Dylan Leonard, dated October 30, 2020, with the following environmentally 

superior justifications for relocation and restoration of the historic cultivation 

area: the consolidation of the cultivation site will eliminate the use of 

approximately 5,400 feet of roads on-site, the historic cultivation site is 

located immediately adjacent to a neighboring parcel with ongoing illegal 
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activity and relocation would improve security of property assets and 

increases safety for personnel, and the pre-existing site occupied an area 

on slopes greater than 17% and the proposed cultivation site will have less 

potential to impact soil and water resources. The applicant is required to 

restore and restock this area back to pre-2016 conditions in order to improve 

biological resources on the site. The applicant will be restoring and 

restocking the 0.33 acres of the expanded cultivation area. 

  i)  A Timber Conversion Evaluation Report (TCER) was prepared by RPF Chris 

Carroll with Timberland Resource Consultants, dated November 19, 2018. 

The TCER observed a total of 3.21 acres of unauthorized timberland 

conversion for cannabis cultivation, which exceeds the three-acre 

maximum. The RPF recommends that the applicant restore and remediate 

cultivation sites 1, 2, and 9 to productive timberland, which would lower the 

total conversion area to 2.71 acres (incorrectly stated as 2.92 acres in the 

TCER). The applicant is requesting to keep the landings open at Cultivation 

Sites 1 and 2 for future solar panel locations and no restocking is required at 

these sites. Restocking of Cultivation Site 9 will bring the total conversion 

area on-site to 2.92 acres, which is below the 3-acre maximum. The TCER 

found that no conversion activities have negatively impacted water 

resources, but that the conversion activities on the site do not comply with 

all standards of the California Forest Practice Act and the California Forest 

Practice Rules. The applicant shall adhere to the recommendations within 

the TCER. 

  j)  A Restocking Plan was prepared by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard with Timberland 

Resource Consultants, dated October 20, 2020. The Restocking Plan 

includes the restocking of Cultivation Sites 1, 2, and 9 as recommended in 

the TCER, and includes an additional 1.5 acres for a total of 2 acres of 

restocking area. The applicant will be keeping the landings located at 

Cultivation Sites 1 and 2, and plans to restock Cultivation Sites 8, and 9. The 

1.5 acres of additional restocking will occur within one of the potential 

restocking sites shown in the Restocking Plan & Site Plan maps, which will 

restock areas damaged by the 2015 Johnson Fire. The applicant will be 

restocking 2 acres in three locations on-site, and shall adhere to the 

following revised recommendations within the Restocking Plan for all 

restocking areas. The TCER and the Restocking Plan were sent to CalFire on 

April 14, 2021, and the agency replied on April 26, 2021, stating that they 

had no comments regarding the project at that time. 

  k)  The applicant obtained a Botanical Resource Assessment dated August 22, 

2022, from Botanist Janell Jackson with NRM. During the Assessment for 

Botanical Resources a total of three (3) populations were identified within or 

around the intended cultivation areas, and all patches fall outside of the 

disturbance footprint and are not expected to have any impacts from the 

proposed project activities.  

  l)  The project is within the Bear River Band and Tsnungwe tribes’ ancestral 

aboriginal territories. The project was referred to the Bear River Band THPO, 

and the Tsnungwe Council, and Inadvertent Discovery Protocols were 

requested for the project. 

  m)  Access to the project site is from State HWY 299, from Titlow Hill Road which 

is County maintained for 4.7 miles, and then becomes US Forest Service 

Road for 39 miles to the project site. From the end of the County maintained 

portion of Titlow Hill Road, access to the site is obtained from USFS NF51, from 

USFS 6N01 (Friday Ridge Road), from USFS Route 3N33 to the project site. The 
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applicant submitted a Road Evaluation Report for the 1.68 miles of USFS 

3N33 to the project site, which included pictures and a route map. The 

applicant has self-certified that USFS 3N33 is developed to the equivalent of 

a Category 4 road standard. Up to two (2) full-time employees, and three 

(3) part-time employees will be utilized for activities on-site, and will carpool 

to and from the site to lower vehicle traffic on the access road. The 

applicant has stated that there will be a maximum of four (4) vehicle trips 

per day. As the site is pre-existing, no increase in traffic is anticipated, and it 

has been determined that the road meets the functional capacity for the 

projects needs.  

The project was referred to the Department of Public Works on April 14, 2021, 

and comments were received by the agency on April 29, 2021. Comments 

from Public Works included that the access route utilizes a series US Forest 

Service Road, and recommended that the project be referred to the US 

Forest Service. The project was referred to the US Forest Service on April 14, 

2021, and no comments were received by the agency. As the access route 

utilizes Forest Service roads from the county maintained access road, no 

upgrades to the road are required, as the road is outside of the County’s 

jurisdiction. 

    

FINDINGS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT & SPECIAL PERMIT 

 

3.  FINDING  The proposed development is in conformance with the County General 

Plan, Open Space Plan, and the Open Space Action Program.  

 EVIDENCE a)  General agriculture is a use type permitted in the Timberland (T) land use 

designation. The proposed cannabis cultivation, an agricultural product, is 

within land planned and zoned for agricultural purposes, consistent with the 

use of Open Space land for managed production of resources. The use of 

an agricultural parcel for commercial agriculture is consistent with the Open 

Space Plan and Open Space Action Program. Therefore, the project is 

consistent with and complimentary to the Open Space Plan and its Open 

Space Action Program. 

  b)  The applicant is applying for a Special Permit to allow the continued use of 

a stream diversion for agricultural purposes, under claimed water right 

S026085. The applicant shall submit a Small Irrigation and Use Registration 

with the Water Board Division of Water Resources, and obtain a Water Right 

Certificate prior to utilizing the stream diversion for irrigation. The applicant 

shall also obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW prior 

to utilizing the point of diversion for cannabis irrigation. 

    

4.  FINDING  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the existing U 

zone in which the site is located.  

 

 EVIDENCE a)  The Unclassified or TPZ Zone is intended to be applied to areas of the County 

in which general agriculture uses is a desirable use. 

  b)  All general agricultural uses are principally permitted in the TPZ zone.   

  c)  Humboldt County Code section 314-55.4.8.2.2 allows cultivation of up to 

43,560 square feet of existing outdoor cannabis and up to 22,000 sq. ft. of 

existing mixed-light cannabis on a parcel zoned U over 1 acres subject to 

approval of a Conditional Use Permit and a determination that the 
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cultivation was in existence prior to January 1, 2016. The application for 

17,200 sq. ft. of outdoor on a 200-acre parcel is consistent with this and with 

the cultivation area verification prepared by the County.   

  

5.  FINDING  The proposed development is consistent with the requirements of the 

CMMLUO Provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The CMMLUO allows existing cannabis cultivation to be permitted in areas 

zoned TPZ (HCC 314-55.4.8.2.2). 

 

  b)  Per DS-14-003 the subject parcel (parcel two) has been determined to be 

one legal parcel per Certificate of Subdivision Compliance 2014-012410 

recorded July 16, 2014. 

 

  c)  The project will obtain water from a permitted well, and proposed to obtain 

supplemental water from a stream diversion under claimed water right 

S026085. 

 

  d)  Access to the project site is from State HWY 299, from Titlow Hill Road which 

is County maintained for 4.7 miles, and then becomes US Forest Service 

Road for 39 miles to the project site. From the end of the County maintained 

portion of Titlow Hill Road, access to the site is obtained from USFS NF51, from 

USFS 6N01 (Friday Ridge Road), from USFS Route 3N33 to the project site. The 

applicant submitted a Road Evaluation Report for the 1.68 miles of USFS 

3N33 to the project site, which included pictures and a route map. The 

applicant has self-certified that USFS 3N33 is developed to the equivalent of 

a Category 4 road standard. Up to two (2) full-time employees, and three 

(3) part-time employees will be utilized for activities on-site, and will carpool 

to and from the site to lower vehicle traffic on the access road. The 

applicant has stated that there will be a maximum of four (4) vehicle trips 

per day. As the site is pre-existing, no increase in traffic is anticipated, and it 

has been determined that the road meets the functional capacity for the 

project’s needs.  

 

  e)  A Timber Conversion Evaluation Report (TCER) was prepared by RPF Chris 

Carroll with Timberland Resource Consultants, dated November 19, 2018. 

The TCER observed a total of 3.21 acres of unauthorized timberland 

conversion for cannabis cultivation, which exceeds the three-acre 

maximum. The RPF recommends that the applicant restore and remediate 

cultivation sites 1, 2, and 9 to productive timberland, which would lower the 

total conversion area to 2.71 acres (incorrectly stated as 2.92 acres in the 

TCER). The applicant is requesting to keep the landings open at Cultivation 

Sites 1 and 2 for future solar panel locations and no restocking is required at 

these sites. Restocking of Cultivation Site 9 will bring the total conversion 

area on-site to 2.92 acres, which is below the 3-acre maximum. The TCER 

found that no conversion activities have negatively impacted water 

resources, but that the conversion activities on the site do not comply with 

all standards of the California Forest Practice Act and the California Forest 

Practice Rules. The applicant shall adhere to the recommendations within 

the TCER. 

 

A Restocking Plan was prepared by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard with Timberland 

Resource Consultants, dated October 20, 2020. The Restocking Plan 

includes the restocking of an additional 1.5 acres for a total of 2 acres of 

restocking area. 
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The TCER and the Restocking Plan were sent to CalFire on April 14, 2021, and 

the agency replied on April 26, 2021, stating that they had no comments 

regarding the project at that time. No further timber conversion is proposed 

on-site. 

 

  f)  The location of the cultivation complies with all setbacks required in Section 

314-55.4.11.d.  It is more than 30 from any property line, and more than 600 

feet from any school, school bus stop, church or other place of religious 

worship, public park, or Tribal Cultural Resource. 

 

    

6.  FINDING  The cultivation of 17,200 square feet of cannabis cultivation and the 

conditions under which it may be operated or maintained will not be 

detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare or materially injurious to 

properties or improvements in the vicinity. 

 

 EVIDENCE a)  The site is in a rural part of the County where the typical parcel size is over 

40 acres and many of the land holdings are very large. The proposed 

cannabis will not be in a location where there is an established 

neighborhood or other sensitive receptor such as a school, church, park or 

other use which may be sensitive to cannabis cultivation. Approving 

cultivation on this site and the other sites which have been approved or are 

in the application process will not change the character of the area due to 

the large parcel sized in the area. 

  b)  Irrigation water will come from a permitted well, and is proposed to come 

from a stream diversion. 

  c)  The project site is in an area known to have High Fire Hazard Severity. There 

is an SRA firetruck turnaround designated on-site, and is conditioned to 

designate a minimum of 2,500 gallons of water storage for fire suppression 

only with a CalFIre compliant fire hose attached. 

  d)  Access to the project site is from State HWY 299, from Titlow Hill Road which 

is County maintained for 4.7 miles, and then becomes US Forest Service 

Road for 39 miles to the project site. From the end of the County maintained 

portion of Titlow Hill Road, access to the site is obtained from USFS NF51, from 

USFS 6N01 (Friday Ridge Road), from USFS Route 3N33 to the project site. The 

applicant submitted a Road Evaluation Report for the 1.68 miles of USFS 3N33 

to the project site, which included pictures and a route map. The applicant 

has self-certified that USFS 3N33 is developed to the equivalent of a 

Category 4 road standard. Up to two (2) full-time employees, and three (3) 

part-time employees will be utilized for activities on-site, and will carpool to 

and from the site to lower vehicle traffic on the access road. The applicant 

has stated that there will be a maximum of four (4) vehicle trips per day. As 

the site is pre-existing, no increase in traffic is anticipated, and it has been 

determined that the road meets the functional capacity for the project’s 

needs. 

 

7.  FINDING 

 

 The proposed development does not reduce the residential density for any 

parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and Community 

Development in determining compliance with housing element law. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The parcel was not included in the housing inventory of Humboldt County’s 

2019 Housing Element but does have the potential to support one housing 
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unit. The approval of cannabis cultivation on this parcel will not conflict with 

the ability for a residence to be constructed on this parcel.  

8.  FINDING  Approval of this project is consistent with Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors Resolution No. 18-43 which established a limit on the number of 

permits and acres which may be approved in each of the County’s Planning 

Watersheds. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The project site is located in the South Fork Trinity Planning Watershed, which 

under Resolution 18-43 is limited to 86 permits and 29 acres of cultivation. 

With the approval of this project the total approved permits in this Planning 

Watershed would be 20 cultivation permits and the total approved acres 

would be 8.78 acres of cultivation. 

 

 

DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission does hereby: 

 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 

• Conditionally approves the Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit for Cedar Farm South, 

LLC, based upon the Findings and Evidence and subject to the conditions of approval 

attached hereto as Attachment 1 and incorporated herein by reference; and 

 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on September 15, 2022 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER __________________and second by COMMISSIONER 

______________ and the following ROLL CALL vote: 

 

AYES: COMMISSIONERS:  

NOES: COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSENT: COMMISSIONERS:  

ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONERS: 

DECISION:   

 

 

   

I, John Ford, Secretary to the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the 

foregoing to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said 

Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above.     

 

  

  ______________________________   

  John Ford, Director 

  Planning and Building Department  

 

 

  

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 16



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 17



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 18



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 19



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 20



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 21



 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 

 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND SPECIAL PERMIT ARE CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING 

TERMS AND REQUIREMENTS WHICH MUST BE SATISFIED BEFORE THE PROVISIONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION 

PERMIT CAN BE FINALIZED. 

 

A.  General Conditions 

 

1. The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary County and State permits and licenses, and 

for meeting all requirements set forth by other regulatory agencies. 

 

2. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth in the 

schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors.  The Planning and Building Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the 

decision. Any and all outstanding planning fees to cover the processing of the application to 

decision by the Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" 

Street, Eureka. 

 

3. The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project conformance 

with conditions.  A deposit is collected to cover this staff review.  Permit conformance with conditions 

must be demonstrated prior to release of building permit or initiation of use and at time of annual 

inspection. A conformance review deposit as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges as 

adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently $750) shall be paid 

within sixty (60) days of the effective date of the permit or upon filing of the Compliance Agreement 

(where applicable), whichever occurs first. Payment shall be made to the Humboldt County Planning 

Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka. 

 

4. A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this project in 

accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. The Department will file the NOD and will charge this 

cost to the project. 

 

5. The applicant shall provide an updated Site Plan to the Planning Division within 30 days of approval 

to designate a minimum of 2,500 gallons of water storage for fire suppression only. 

 

6. Within 60 days of the effective date of permit approval, the applicant shall execute a Compliance 

Agreement with the Humboldt County Planning and Building Department detailing all necessary 

permits and infrastructure improvements described under Conditions of Approval #7 through #20. 

The agreement shall provide a timeline for completing all outstanding items. All activities detailed 

under the agreement must be completed to the satisfaction of the Planning and Building 

Department before the permit may be finalized and no longer considered provisional. 

 

7. The applicant shall secure permits for all structures related to the cannabis cultivation and other 

commercial cannabis activity, including but not limited to: five (5) outdoor greenhouses, one (1) 

ancillary propagation greenhouse, three (3) generator sheds, and one (1) metal building.  

 

8. Generator sheds must have a concrete floor designed to incorporate containment for fuel leaks and 

spills which must be located on a stable surface with a minimum 200-foot buffer from Class I and 

Class II streams. The plans submitted for building permit approval shall be consistent with the project 

description and the approved project site plan. A letter or similar communication from the Building 

Division verifying that all structures related to the cannabis cultivation are permitted will satisfy this 

condition. 

 

9. The applicant shall submit a grading, erosion and sediment control plan for any previous grading 
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done in excess of 50 cubic yards. The plan shall identify the cubic yards of all grading that has been 

completed. A letter or similar communication from the Building Division verifying that all grading 

related to the cannabis cultivation operation are permitted, or not needed, will satisfy this condition. 

 

10. The designated fire suppression tank shall have the appropriate fire hose that meets CalFire SRA 

requirements. 

 

11. The applicant shall adhere to the following recommendations within the TCER: 

1) Replant Cultivation Site 9: Replant native trees to CFPR’s stocking standards (14 CCR 1071) within 

Cultivation Site 9. The RPF recommends the following: 

i. Replant locally-sourced Group A commercial species (Douglas-fir seedlings, CA Seed 

Zone 312, Elevation 4,000-5,000 feet recommended) at a level of 450 trees per acre 

(approximately 10-foot uniform spacing between seedlings). 

1. Cultivation Site 9: The site is approximately 0.21 acres, so RPF recommends planting 

90 trees. 

ii. Monitor growth and success of planted seedlings to ensure a 300-point count stocking 

level is maintained 2-3 years after planting. 

1. If seedling success is low, repeat the replanting process. 

2. Consider consulting an RPF for continued timber management in this area. 

2) Slash and Woody Debris Treatment: Nearby Cultivation Sites 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8, treat all slash 

piles and woody debris as soon as possible (and during an appropriate time of year) using one 

of the following methods: burying, chipping and spreading, piling and burning, or removal from 

site. 

 

12. The applicant shall adhere to the following recommendations within the Restocking Plan for all 

restocking areas: 

• Site Preparation (as outlined in page 2 of the Restocking Plan) shall occur at Cultivation Site 8. 

This area has been compacted from grading and past cultivation-related activities. No site 

preparation is needed at Cultivation Site 9. 

• The landowner shall plant Douglas-fir and/or white fir (best suited for Seed Zone 312, elevation 

range 4,000-5,000 feet) at a uniform spacing no less than 10-feet by 10-feet, or 435 trees per acre. 

1. Cultivation Site 8: The site was expanded to approximately 0.33 acres, so RPF 

recommends planting 144 trees. 

2. Proposed Restocking Area: The site is approximately 1.5 acres, so RPF recommends 

planting 650 trees. 

• Given the conditions of the site and the higher survival rate associated with containerized stock, 

use containerized seedlings if available. 

• For long-term storage (more than 3 days), store seedlings at 33 to 36 degrees Fahrenheit. For 

short-term storage (several hours to less than 3 days), store below 42 degrees Fahrenheit. At the 

planting site, take care not to let the roots dry out and avoid exposure to the sun or warmer 

temperatures. 

• Follow Planting Instructions: When planting seedlings, the landowner or tree planter should abide 

by the following: 

1. Tree planting shall only occur in winter or the early spring. Tree planting should not occur 

if the ground is frozen or during unusually warm periods. 

2. Dig a hole at least one inch deeper and wider than the seedling roots. If planting from a 

container, dig the hole an inch deeper and wider than the container. 

3. Place the seedling into the hole taking care not to bend the taproot, or main vertical 

root, and cover with soil. 

4. Pack the soil down firmly around the seedling to remove any air pockets. 

5. See Appendices A-D for illustrations for correct planting techniques. 

• The RPF recommends acquiring conifer seedlings from Green Diamond Resource Company’s 

nursery in Korbel, California. 
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• Monitor growth and success of planted trees after one year of planting. Conduct a point count 

stocking sampling survey (protocol described in CFPR’s 14CCR1072). If less than 55% of the 

planted area meets the 300-point count minimum stocking level, repeat the planting process. 

 

13. The applicant is conditioned to transition to 100% renewable energy source supplied for the project 

by the 2026 cultivation season, and after transition shall only be allowed to keep one (1) generator 

on-site for emergency backup purposes only. 

 

14. The applicant shall provide an Energy Plan to the Planning Division to show how all power required 

by the project will be sourced by 100% renewable energy sources, and shall submit an updated Site 

Plan to show one (1) emergency backup generator on-site. 

 

15. The applicant shall submit a Small Irrigation and Use Registration with the Water Board Division of 

Water Resources, and obtain a Water Right Certificate prior to utilizing the stream diversion for 

irrigation. 

 

16. In the event that the applicant obtains a Water Right Certificate for the stream diversion, additional 

water storage may be required at that time in order to adhere to forbearance. The applicant shall 

submit an Irrigation Plan to show how they will adhere to forbearance of the stream diversion, and 

shall meter the water used from the well separately from the diversion. 

 

17. The project is conditioned to enroll in the SWRCB’s General Order prior to commencing cultivation 

activities on-site, and shall submit a Notice of Applicability letter or Notice of Receipt as proof of 

enrollment before cultivation activities can occur, and shall provide any other technical reports 

(other than a Site Management Plan) required in the Notice of Applicability letter received by the 

SWRCB. 

 

18. The applicant shall complete the remediation measures listed in the Remediation Summary Table of 

the Site Management Plan. 

 
19. The applicant shall obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW and shall submit 

to the Planning Division prior to utilizing the point of diversion for cannabis irrigation. 

 

20. The parcel is located outside of a local fire response area. Pursuant to the Humboldt County General 

Plan the applicant is required to cause to be recorded an “ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO AVAILABLE 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES” for the parcel(s) on a form provided by 

the Humboldt County Planning Division. 

 

21. The applicant shall be compliant with the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency 

(CUPA) requirements regarding hazardous materials. A written verification of compliance shall be 

required before any provisional permits may be finalized. Ongoing proof of compliance with this 

condition shall be required at each annual inspection in order to keep the permit valid. 

 

22. The applicant shall execute and file with the Planning Division the statement titled, “Notice and 

Acknowledgment regarding Agricultural Activities in Humboldt County,” (“Right to Farm” ordinance) 

as required by the HCC and available at the Planning Division. 

 

B. Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions Which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the Project:  

 

1. The applicant shall provide receipts, or other equivalent documentation, annually to the Planning 

Division for proof of portable toilet service, unless proof of a permitted onsite wastewater treatment 

system has been obtained. 

 
2. The applicant shall have documentation kept on-site to show the use of an off-site licensed 

processing facility to be furnished during an annual inspection. 
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3. In the event that the applicant obtains a Water Right Certificate for the stream diversion, the 

applicant shall submit a copy to the Planning Division and adhere to the conditions and limitations 

set forth within the Water Right Certificate. 

 

4. The applicant shall adhere to the winterization and monitoring requirements in Sections 8 and 9 of 

the Site Management Plan. 

 

5. The applicant shall adhere to the project description and work outlined within the Streambed 

Alteration Agreement No. 1600-2019-0817-R1 for STX-17 & STX-18. 

 

6. In the event a Streambed Alteration Agreement is obtained with CDFW for the stream diversion, the 

applicant shall adhere to the project description and work outlined in the final agreement. 

 

7. The combination of background, generator and greenhouse fan or other operational equipment 

created noise must not result in the harassment of Northern Spotted Owl species as required to meet 

the performance standards for noise set by Department Policy Statement No. 16-005  clarifying 

CMMLUO Section 55.4.11 (o) requirements. The combined noise levels measured at 100 feet or the 

edge of habitat, whichever is closer, shall be at or below 50 decibels. Conformance will be 

evaluated using current auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the United State Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and further consultation where necessary. A building permit shall be obtained should 

any structures be necessary for noise attenuation.  

 

8. All artificial lighting shall be fully contained within mixed-light and propagation structures such that 

no light escapes (e.g., through blackout tarps). Structures shall be enclosed between 30 minutes prior 

to sunset and 30 minutes after sunrise to prevent disruption to crepuscular wildlife. Security lighting 

shall be motion activated and comply with the International Dark-Sky Association standards and 

Fixture Seal of Approval Program; see: https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-

citizens/lighting-basics/. Standards include but are not limited to the following, 1) light shall be 

shielded and downward facing, 2) shall consist of Low Pressure Sodium (LPS) light or low spectrum 

Light Emitting Diodes (LED) with a color temperature of 3000 kelvins or less and 3) only placed where 

needed.  

 

9. Should the Humboldt County Planning Division receive complaints that the lighting or noise is not 

complying with the standards listed above in items B.1. and B.2., within ten (10) working days of 

receiving written notification that a complaint has been filed, the applicant shall submit written 

verification that the lights’ shielding and alignment, and noise levels have been repaired, inspected, 

and corrected as necessary.  

 

10. Prohibition on use of synthetic netting. To minimize the risk of wildlife entrapment, Permittee shall not 

use any erosion control materials that contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) netting, including 

photo- or biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other erosion control measures 

shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) fiber, or other products 

without welded weaves. 

 

11. All refuse shall be contained in wildlife proof storage containers, at all times, and disposed of at an 

authorized waste management facility. 

 

12. Should any wildlife be encountered during work activities, the wildlife shall not be disturbed and be 

allowed to leave the work site unharmed.  

 

13. The use of anticoagulant rodenticide is prohibited. 

 

14. The applicant shall adhere to the recommendations in the Botanical Resources Assessment, that 

during construction and remediation activities, and for the remainder of the time that the site is used 
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for cultivation, that the three (3) individuals of South Fork Mountain Lupine found on-site shall be 

caged so as to prevent any damage. 

 

15. All components of project shall be developed, operated, and maintained in conformance with the 

Project Description, the approved Site Plan, the Cultivation & Operations Plan, and these conditions 

of approval.  Changes shall require modification of this permit except where consistent with 

Humboldt County Code Section 312-11.1, Minor Deviations to Approved Plot Plan. If offsite processing 

is chosen to be the preferred method of processing, this permit shall be modified to identify the offsite 

licensed facility. 

 

16. Cannabis cultivation and other commercial cannabis activity shall be conducted in compliance 

with all laws and regulations as set forth in the CMMLUO and MAUCRSA, as applicable to the permit 

type. 

 

17. If operating pursuant to a written approved compliance agreement, permittee shall abate or cure 

violations at the earliest feasible date, but in no event no more than two (2) years from the date of 

issuance of a provisional clearance or permit. Permittee shall provide plans for curing such violations 

to the Planning and Building Department within one (1) year of issuance of the provisional clearance 

or permit. If good faith effort toward compliance can be shown within the two years following the 

issuance of the provisional clearance or permit, the Department may, at the discretion of the 

Director, provide for extensions of the provisional permit to allow additional time to meet the 

outstanding requirements.  

 

18. Possession of a current, valid required license, or licenses, issued by any agency of the State of 

California in accordance with the MAUCRSA, and regulations promulgated thereunder, as soon as 

such licenses become available. 

 

19. Compliance with all statutes, regulations, and requirements of the California State Water Resources 

Control Board and the Division of Water Rights, at a minimum to include a statement of diversion of 

surface water from a stream, river, underground stream, or other watercourse required by Water 

Code Section 5101, or other applicable permit, license, or registration, as applicable.   

 

20. Confinement of the area of cannabis cultivation, processing, manufacture, or distribution to the 

locations depicted on the approved site plan. The commercial cannabis activity shall be set back 

at least 30 feet from any property line, and 600 feet from any school, school bus stop, church or other 

place of religious worship, or tribal cultural resources, except where a reduction to this setback has 

been approved pursuant to Section 55.4.11(d).  

 

21. Maintain enrollment in Tier 1, or 2 certification with State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB) 

Order No. WQ 2019-0001-DWQ, if applicable, or any substantially equivalent rule that may be 

subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other responsible agency. 

 

22. Comply with the terms of a less-than-3-acre conversion exemption or timberland conversion permit, 

approved by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire), if applicable. 

 

23. Consent to an annual on-site compliance inspection, with at least 24 hours prior notice, to be 

conducted by appropriate County officials during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding holidays). 

 

24. Refrain from the improper storage or use of any fuels, fertilizer, pesticide, fungicide, rodenticide, or 

herbicide. 

 

25. Pay all applicable application, review for conformance with conditions and annual inspection fees. 
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26. Fuel shall be stored and handled in compliance with applicable state and local laws and regulations, 

including the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) program, and in such 

a way that no spillage occurs. 

 

27. The master log books maintained by the applicant to track production and sales shall be maintained 

for inspection by the County. 

 

28. Pay all applicable taxes as required by the Humboldt County Commercial Marijuana Cultivation Tax 

Ordinance (Humboldt County Code Section 719-1 et seq.). 

 

Performance Standards for Cultivation and Processing Operations 

 

29. Pursuant to the MCRSA, Health and Safety Code Section 19322(a)(9), an applicant seeking a 

cultivation license shall “provide a statement declaring the applicant is an ‘agricultural employer,’ 

as defined in the Alatorre-Zenovich-Dunlap-Berman Agricultural Labor Relations Act of 1975 (Part 3.5 

commencing with Section 1140) of Division 2 of the Labor Code), to the extent not prohibited by 

law.” 

 

30. Cultivators shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations governing 

California Agricultural Employers, which may include federal and state wage and hour laws, 

Cal/OSHA, OSHA, the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act, and the Humboldt County Code 

(including the Building Code). 

 

31. Cultivators engaged in processing shall comply with the following Processing Practices:   

a. Processing operations must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition including all work 

surfaces and equipment.  

b. Processing operations must implement protocols which prevent processing contamination and 

mold and mildew growth on cannabis.  

c. Employees handling cannabis in processing operations must have access to facemasks and 

gloves in good operable condition as applicable to their job function.  

d. Employees must wash hands sufficiently when handling cannabis or use gloves. 

 

32. All persons hiring employees to engage in commercial cannabis cultivation and processing shall 

comply with the following Employee Safety Practices: 

a. Cultivation operations and processing operations must implement safety protocols and provide 

all employees with adequate safety training relevant to their specific job functions, which may 

include:  

(1) Emergency action response planning as necessary; 

(2) Employee accident reporting and investigation policies;  

(3) Fire prevention;  

(4) Hazard communication policies, including maintenance of material safety data sheets 

(MSDS);  

(5) Materials handling policies;  

(6) Job hazard analyses; and  

(7) Personal protective equipment policies, including respiratory protection.  

b. Cultivation operations and processing operations must visibly post and maintain an emergency 

contact list which includes at a minimum:  

(1) Operation manager contacts;  

(2) Emergency responder contacts; and  

(3) Poison control contacts. 

c. At all times, employees shall have access to safe drinking water and toilets and handwashing 

facilities that comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. Plumbing 

facilities and water source must be capable of handling increased usage without adverse 

consequences to neighboring properties or the environment. 
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d. On site-housing provided to employees shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local 

laws and regulations.   

 

33. All cultivators shall comply with the approved processing plan as to the following: 

a. Processing practices 

b. Location where processing will occur 

c. Number of employees, if any 

d. Employee Safety Practices 

e. Toilet and handwashing facilities 

f. Plumbing and/or septic system and whether or not the system is capable of handling increased 

usage 

g. Drinking water for employees 

h. Plan to minimize impact from increased road use resulting from processing 

i. On-site housing, if any 

 

34. Term of Commercial Cannabis Activity Conditional Use Permit & Special Permits. Any Commercial 

Cannabis Cultivation CUP or SP issued pursuant to the CMMLUO shall expire one (1) year after date 

of issuance, and on the anniversary date of such issuance each year thereafter, unless an annual 

compliance inspection has been conducted and the permittees and the permitted site have been 

found to comply with all conditions of approval. 

 

35. If the inspector or other County official determines that the permittees or site do not comply with the 

conditions of approval, the inspector shall serve the permit holder with a written statement identifying 

the items not in compliance, and the action that the permit holder may take to cure the 

noncompliance, or file an appeal within ten (10) days of the date that the written statement is 

delivered to the permit holder. Personal delivery or mailing the written statement to the mailing 

address listed on the application by regular mail, plus three (3) days after date of mailing, shall 

constitute delivery. The permit holder may request a reinspection to determine whether or not the 

permit holder has cured all issues of noncompliance. Failure to request reinspection or to cure any 

items of noncompliance shall terminate the Conditional Use Permit, immediately upon the expiration 

of any appeal period, or final determination of the appeal if an appeal has been timely filed 

pursuant to Section 55.4.13.   

 

36. Permit Renewals to Comply with Updated Laws and Regulations. Permit renewal is subject to the 

laws and regulations effective at the time of renewal, which may be substantially different than the 

regulations currently in place and may require the submittal of additional information to ensure that 

new standards are met. 

 

37. Acknowledgements to Remain in Full Force and Effect. Permittee acknowledges that the County 

reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for cultivation under any clearance or permit 

issued in accordance with this section in the event that environmental conditions, such as a 

sustained drought or low flows in the watershed in which the cultivation area is located, will not 

support diversions for irrigation. 

 

38. Transfers. Transfer of any leases or permits approved by this project is subject to the review and 

approval of the Planning Director for conformance with CMMLUO eligibility requirements and 

agreement to permit terms and acknowledgments. The fee for required permit transfer review shall 

accompany the request. The request shall include the following information: 

a. Identifying information for the new owner(s) and management as required in an initial permit 

application; 

b. A written acknowledgment by the new owner in accordance as required for the initial permit 

application;  

c. The specific date on which the transfer is to occur;  

d. Acknowledgement of full responsibility for complying with the existing permit; and 

e. Execution of an Affidavit of Non-diversion of Medical Cannabis. 

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 28



 

 

 

39. Inspections. The permit holder and subject property owner are to permit the County or 

representative(s) or designee(s) to make inspections at any reasonable time deemed necessary to 

assure that the activities being performed under the authority of this permit are in accordance with 

the terms and conditions prescribed herein. 

 

Informational Notes:     

 

1. Pursuant to Section 314-55.4.11(a) of the CMMLUO, if upon inspection for the initial application, 

violations of any building or other health, safety, or other state or county statute, ordinance, or 

regulation are discovered, the Planning and Building Department may issue a provisional clearance 

or permit with a written approved Compliance Agreement. By signing the agreement, the permittee 

agrees to abate or cure the violations at the earliest opportunity but in no event more than two (2) 

years after the date of issuance of the provisional clearance or permit. Plans for curing the violations 

shall be submitted to the Planning and Building Department by the permittee within one (1) year of 

the issuance of the provisional certificate or permit. The terms of the compliance agreement may 

be appealed pursuant to Section 314-55.4.13 of the CMMLUO. 

 

2. This provisional permit approval shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of one (1) 

year after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”), except where the Compliance 

Agreement per Condition of Approval #8 has been executed and the corrective actions pursuant 

to the agreement are being undertaken. Once building permits have been secured and/or the use 

initiated pursuant to the terms of the agreement, the use is subject to the Permit Duration and 

Renewal provisions set forth in the Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions, above.   

 

3. If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor on-site shall cease 

all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A qualified 

archaeologist and the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to be contacted to 

evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and the lead agency, develop a 

treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be avoided. 

 

 Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 

groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are found, 

California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be contacted 

immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, the 

Native American Heritage Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine 

appropriate treatment of the remains pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98. 

Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with PRC Section 5097.99.  
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Background 

 

Modified Project Description and Project History –  

The Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) established specific regulations for 

commercial cannabis operations in Humboldt County. These regulations were developed in concert 

with the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) that was adopted for the ordinance in order to 

implement the mitigation measures of the MND. The MND addressed the broad environmental impacts 

that could be expected to occur from the adoption and implementation of the ordinance.  The MND 

specified that the regulations established in the CMMLUO would mitigate the impacts of existing 

cannabis operations by establishing regulations for an existing unregulated land use to help prevent and 

reduce environmental impacts that are known to result from unpermitted baseline cultivation 

operations. Commercial cannabis cultivation in existence as of December 31, 2015 was included in the 

environmental baseline for the MND and the MND states that “Bringing existing operations into 

compliance will help to attenuate potential environmental effects from existing cultivation activities, 

including aesthetic impacts resulting from improper operation or poor siting.” The current project was 

contemplated by the MND and compliance with the provisions of the CMMLUO will fully mitigate all 

environmental impacts of the project to a less than significant level. 

 

Project Description: The modified project involves a Conditional Use Permit for 17,200 SF of pre-existing 

outdoor cannabis cultivation with 1,700 SF of ancillary propagation. Water is sourced from a well, and 

the applicant has obtained a Well Assessment Report supporting the continued use of the well for 

irrigation. Supplemental water is proposed to come from a stream diversion on-site, which requires the 

approval of a Special Permit for the continued use and maintenance of a stream diversion within a 

streamside management area. Annual water usage is approximately 232,200 gallons of water for 

irrigation needs (12.29 gal/SF/yr). There are eight (8) 2,500-gallon hard tanks existing on-site and two (2) 

2,500-gallon tanks are proposed for a total of 25,000 gallons of water storage. Power is sourced from 

three (3) generators and the project is conditioned to transition to 100% renewable energy by 2026. 

 

Two (2) full-time employees, and up to three (3) part-time employees will be utilized for cultivation 

activities on-site. Portable toilets and hand washing stations will be available at the cultivation areas, 

and potable drinking water will be provided. The applicant shall provide receipts, or other equivalent 

documentation, annually to the Planning Division for proof of portable toilet service, unless a permitted 

onsite wastewater treatment system has been obtained. Trimming will occur off-site at a licensed 

processing facility, and the applicant shall have documentation kept on-site to show the use of an off-

site licensed processing facility, to be furnished during an annual inspection.  

 

The applicant is proposing to have five (5) 20’ x 96’ outdoor greenhouses, eighteen (18) 5’ x 80’ outdoor 

rows, and one (1) 20’ x 80’ ancillary propagation greenhouse. Other proposed structures include three 

(3) generator sheds, and one (1) metal building to be used for drying, curing and harvest storage. The 

project was referred to the Building Division on April 14, 2021, and a building inspection was conducted 

on October 12, 2021. Comments from the Building Division included a recommendation of approval 

based on the condition that all required permits are obtained. The applicant is conditioned to obtain 

building permits for all existing and proposed structures with a nexus to cannabis, including but not 

limited to: five (5) outdoor greenhouses, one (1) ancillary propagation greenhouse, three (3) generator 

sheds, and one (1) metal building. Generator sheds must have a concrete floor designed to incorporate 

containment for fuel leaks and spills which must be located on a stable surface with a minimum 200-foot 

buffer from Class I and Class II streams. Historic grading has occurred on the site in association with the 

cannabis cultivation. The applicant is conditioned to permit the historic grading that occurred in 

association to cannabis activities on-site, with the Building Division. 

 

This application includes the decommissioning of one historic cultivation area in the northern section of 

the parcel, which will be centrally relocated to an environmentally superior location on-site. A letter was 

received by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard, dated October 30, 2020, with the following environmentally superior 

justifications for relocation and restoration of the historic cultivation area: the consolidation of the 

cultivation site will eliminate the use of approximately 5,400 feet of roads on-site, the historic cultivation 
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site is located immediately adjacent to a neighboring parcel with ongoing illegal activity and relocation 

would improve security of property assets and increases safety for personnel, and the pre-existing site 

occupied an area on slopes greater than 17% and the proposed cultivation site will have less potential 

to impact soil and water resources. The applicant is required to restock the decommissioned cultivation 

area, discussed further in the Timberland Resources and Biological Resources sections below. 

 

Fire Hazard  

The parcel is located in an area known to have a Very High Fire Hazard Severity, and was hit by the 

Johnson Fire in 2015. The parcel is located outside of a local fire response area. Pursuant to the Humboldt 

County General Plan the applicant is required to cause to be recorded an “ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF NO 

AVAILABLE EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND FIRE SUPPRESSION SERVICES” for the parcel(s) on a form 

provided by the Humboldt County Planning Division. The project is located within the State Responsibility 

Area (SRA) for CalFire, and was referred to the agency on April 14, 2021. Comments were received by 

CalFire on April 26, 2021, and the agency stated that they had no comments regarding the project at 

that time. The project site shows ample room for a firetruck turnaround, and is required to have a 

minimum of 2,500 gallons of water storage designated for fire suppression needs. The applicant shall 

designate a minimum of 2,500 gallons of on-site water storage for emergency fire suppression and is 

conditioned to provide an updated Site Plan to the Planning Division to show designated fire suppression 

water storage on-site. The designated fire suppression tank shall also have the appropriate fire hose that 

meets CalFire SRA requirements. 

 

Timber Conversion 

Unauthorized timberland conversion of approximately 3.21 acres occurred on the site, and 

approximately 1.75 acres of that was converted post-2016. The applicant had a Timber Conversion 

Evaluation Report (TCER) that was prepared by RPF Chris Carroll with Timberland Resource Consultants, 

dated November 19, 2018. A site inspection was conducted by the RPF on October 19, 2018, and the 

TCER states that there were a total of nine (9) sites evaluated for timberland conversion. Eight (8) of the 

sites were determined to be unauthorized conversion of timberland, and of those sites six (6) were 

historical log landings that were expanded to their current size in 2016. The TCER observed a total of 3.21 

acres of unauthorized timberland conversion for cannabis cultivation, which exceeds the three-acre 

maximum. The RPF recommends that the applicant restore and remediate cultivation sites 1, 2, and 9 to 

productive timberland, which would lower the total conversion area to 2.71 acres (incorrectly stated as 

2.92 acres in the TCER). The applicant is requesting to keep the landings open at Cultivation Sites 1 and 

2 for future solar panel locations and no restocking is required at these sites. Restocking of Cultivation 

Site 9 will bring the total conversion area on-site to 2.92 acres, which is below the 3-acre maximum. The 

TCER found that no conversion activities have negatively impacted water resources, but that the 

conversion activities on the site do not comply with all standards of the California Forest Practice Act 

and the California Forest Practice Rules. The applicant shall adhere to the following revised 

recommendations within the TCER: 

4) Removal of cultivation-related activities at Cultivation Sites 1 and 2: Remove and remediate all 

cultivation infrastructure, materials, and waste within Cultivation Sites 1 and 2. Consolidate all 

cultivation activities to Cultivation Sites 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8. (A letter from RPF Jon Dylan Leonard, 

dated October 30, 2020, states that during a site visit on October 12, 2020, it was observed that 

remediation of sites 1, and 2 was completed in the form of removal and cleanup of areas, and 

disturbed areas were stabilized by a combination of straw mulch, native grasses, or native rock, 

and all cultivation areas are consolidated. This condition is no longer applicable.) 

5) Replant Cultivation Site 9: Replant native trees to CFPR’s stocking standards (14 CCR 1071) within 

Cultivation Site 9. The RPF recommends the following: 

i. Replant locally-sourced Group A commercial species (Douglas-fir seedlings, CA Seed 

Zone 312, Elevation 4,000-5,000 feet recommended) at a level of 450 trees per acre 

(approximately 10-foot uniform spacing between seedlings). 

1. Cultivation Site 9: The site is approximately 0.21 acres, so RPF recommends planting 

90 trees. 

ii. Monitor growth and success of planted seedlings to ensure a 300-point count stocking 

level is maintained 2-3 years after planting. 
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1. If seedling success is low, repeat the replanting process. 

2. Consider consulting an RPF for continued timber management in this area. 

6) Slash and Woody Debris Treatment: Nearby Cultivation Sites 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8, treat all slash 

piles and woody debris as soon as possible (and during an appropriate time of year) using one 

of the following methods: burying, chipping and spreading, piling and burning, or removal from 

site. 

 

After review of the TCER and aerial imagery, it was concluded that approximately 1.75 acres of 

unauthorized post-2016 timberland conversion occurred on the site with the expansion of the historic log 

landings, and the applicant is required to restock the post-2016 converted timberland on a 1-1 basis. As 

well, the applicant is required to restore and restock the 0.33 acres of the expanded historic cultivation 

area being decommissioned (Cultivation Site 8 in the TCER) and bring back to pre-2016 conditions. This 

brings the total required restocking area on-site to 2 acres of restocking. A Restocking Plan was prepared 

by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard with Timberland Resource Consultants, dated October 20, 2020. The TCER and 

the Restocking Plan were sent to CalFire on April 14, 2021, and the agency replied on April 26, 2021, 

stating that they had no comments regarding the project at that time.  

 

The Restocking Plan includes the restocking of Cultivation Sites 1, 2, and 9 as recommended in the TCER, 

and includes an additional 1.5 acres for a total of 2 acres of restocking area. The applicant will be 

keeping the landings located at Cultivation Sites 1 and 2, and plans to restock Cultivation Sites 8, and 9. 

The 1.5 acres of additional restocking will occur within one of the potential restocking sites shown in the 

Restocking Plan & Site Plan maps, which will restock areas damaged by the 2015 Johnson Fire. The 

applicant will be restocking 2 acres in three locations on-site, and shall adhere to the following revised 

recommendations within the Restocking Plan for all restocking areas: 

• Site Preparation (as outlined in page 2 of the Restocking Plan) shall occur at Cultivation Site 8. 

This area has been compacted from grading and past cultivation-related activities. No site 

preparation is needed at Cultivation Site 9. 

• The landowner shall plant Douglas-fir and/or white fir (best suited for Seed Zone 312, elevation 

range 4,000-5,000 feet) at a uniform spacing no less than 10-feet by 10-feet, or 435 trees per acre. 

1. Cultivation Site 8: The site was expanded to approximately 0.33 acres, so RPF 

recommends planting 144 trees. 

2. Proposed Restocking Area: The site is approximately 1.5 acres, so RPF recommends 

planting 650 trees. 

• Given the conditions of the site and the higher survival rate associated with containerized stock, 

use containerized seedlings if available. 

• For long-term storage (more than 3 days), store seedlings at 33 to 36 degrees Fahrenheit. For 

short-term storage (several hours to less than 3 days), store below 42 degrees Fahrenheit. At the 

planting site, take care not to let the roots dry out and avoid exposure to the sun or warmer 

temperatures. 

• Follow Planting Instructions: When planting seedlings, the landowner or tree planter should abide 

by the following: 

1. Tree planting shall only occur in winter or the early spring. Tree planting should not occur 

if the ground is frozen or during unusually warm periods. 

2. Dig a hole at least one inch deeper and wider than the seedling roots. If planting from a 

container, dig the hole an inch deeper and wider than the container. 

3. Place the seedling into the hole taking care not to bend the taproot, or main vertical 

root, and cover with soil. 

4. Pack the soil down firmly around the seedling to remove any air pockets. 

5. See Appendices A-D for illustrations for correct planting techniques. 

• The RPF recommends acquiring conifer seedlings from Green Diamond Resource Company’s 

nursery in Korbel, California. 

• Monitor growth and success of planted trees after one year of planting. Conduct a point count 

stocking sampling survey (protocol described in CFPR’s 14CCR1072). If less than 55% of the 

planted area meets the 300-point count minimum stocking level, repeat the planting process.  
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Energy 

The site has used generators in the past, and is proposing to utilize three (3) generators on-site. One (1) 

25kW generator is proposed for drying activities within the metal building, one (10 12kW generator is 

proposed for the propagation lighting in the early season, and one (1) 5kW generator is proposed to 

pump the well until a solar pump is installed. The applicant is planning to add solar panels to the existing 

two flats located in the southwest corner of the parcel. The applicant is conditioned to transition to 100% 

renewable energy source supplied for the project by the 2026 cultivation season, and after transition 

shall only be allowed to keep one (1) generator on-site for emergency backup purposes only. The 

applicant shall provide an Energy Plan to the Planning Division to show how all power required by the 

project will be sourced by 100% renewable energy sources, and shall submit an updated Site Plan to 

show one (1) emergency backup generator on-site. 

 

Water Resources 

The project will source water primarily from the permitted well (Permit #18/19-0328). The applicant is 

proposing to obtain supplemental water from a stream diversion on-site, under claimed water right 

S026085, which requires the approval of a Special Permit for the continued use and maintenance of a 

stream diversion within a streamside management area. Estimated annual water needed for irrigation is 

approximately 232,200 gallons of water (12.29 gal/SF/yr). There are eight (8) 2,500-gallon hard tanks 

existing on-site and two (2) 2,500-gallon tanks are proposed for a total of 25,000 gallons of water storage. 

The applicant shall submit a Small Irrigation and Use Registration with the Water Board Division of Water 

Resources, and obtain a Water Right Certificate prior to utilizing the stream diversion for irrigation. In the 

event that the applicant obtains a Water Right Certificate for the stream diversion, the applicant shall 

submit a copy to the Planning Division and adhere to the conditions and limitations set forth within the 

Water Right Certificate. In the event that the applicant obtains a Water Right Certificate for the stream 

diversion, additional water storage may be required at that time in order to adhere to forbearance. The 

applicant shall submit an Irrigation Plan to show how they will adhere to forbearance of the stream 

diversion, and shall meter the water used from the well separately from the diversion. 

 

The applicant has obtained a Well Assessment Report (WAR) prepared by licensed geologist David 

Lindberg, with Lindberg Geologic Consulting, dated May 16, 2022. The WAR states that a site visit was 

conducted on March 30, 2022 to observe the well and local site conditions. It was determined that the 

well has a low likelihood of having any direct connection to surface waters, and appears to draw water 

from a confined subsurface aquifer not connected to any confined aquifer. The Well Completion Report 

estimated a yield of 25 gallons per minute for the well, and in October 2019 a two-hour air-lift pump test 

showed a drawdown of 10 feet. It has been calculated that if 10 percent of the lowest known annual 

precipitation in the area (40 inches per year) were absorbed by the soils, approximately 17.4 million 

gallons of water would recharge the local aquifer per year. It was determined in the WAR that the 

groundwater supply of the well is sufficient for the proposed us on the subject parcel. 

 

The applicant is not currently cultivating, and the project is not currently enrolled in the State Water 

Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) General Order (No. WQ 2019-0001-DWQ) for Waste Discharge 

Requirements and Water Quality. The project is conditioned to enroll in the SWRCB’s General Order prior 

to commencing cultivation activities on-site, and shall submit a Notice of Applicability letter or Notice of 

Receipt as proof of enrollment before cultivation activities can occur, and shall provide any other 

technical reports (other than a Site Management Plan) required in the Notice of Applicability letter 

received by the SWRCB. The applicant has obtained a Site Management Plan (SMP) prepared by Green 

Road Consulting, dated June 16, 2020. There are three (3) Class II streams on the site, and all proposed 

cultivation areas will be outside of any associated streamside management areas. There are two (2) 

stream crossings that are used and three (3) stream crossings which are on the decommissioned road. 

The SMP mentions two (2) stream crossings that require upgrades, remediation measures and 

winterization measures required for the site to comply with the General Order standards. The applicant 

shall complete the remediation measures listed in the Remediation Summary Table of the SMP, and shall 

adhere to the winterization and monitoring requirements in Sections 8 and 9 of the SMP. 
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The applicant has obtained a Streambed Alteration Agreement for the in-stream work and continued 

maintenance required for the two (2) stream crossings (STX-17 & STX-18) (SAA No. 1600-2019-0817-R1, 

dated April 2, 2021). The applicant shall adhere to the project description and work outlined within the 

SAA No. 1600-2019-0817-R1 for STX-17 & STX-18. The applicant has not obtained a Lake or Streambed 

Alteration Agreement for the proposed stream diversion under claimed water right S026085, and the 

applicant shall obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW and shall submit to the 

Planning Division prior to utilizing the point of diversion for cannabis irrigation. In the event a Streambed 

Alteration Agreement is obtained with CDFW for the stream diversion, the applicant shall adhere to the 

project description and work outlined in the final agreement.  

 

Biological Resources 

The project is located approximately 1 mile to the nearest known Northern Spotted Owl (NSO) activity 

center. According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) for rare and endangered 

species, the project site contains potential habitat areas for the northern goshawk. The project site is also 

shown on the CNDDB to contain potential habitat areas for running-pine, and South Fork Mountain 

lupine. The applicant had a Biological Report (BR) prepared by Natural Resource Management (NRM), 

dated October 2020. The BR states that the site was surveyed on November 29, 2019, and that no NSO 

nesting habitat exists on the parcel, and no habitat for listed sensitive wildlife was identified in the vicinity 

of the project areas. The BR also states that the survey did not include plant species, and that seasonally 

appropriate plant surveys may be required for South Fork Mountain Lupine. The BR recommends the 

following mitigation measures: all generators in use will require noise-reducing containment with 

ventilation, propagation hoop-houses utilizing early-season low impact lighting will require tarps to block 

all potential light pollution from at least one hour prior to sunset through at least one hour past sunrise, 

no use of plastic support netting, and no use of rodenticides.  

 

The BR also recommended seasonally appropriate plant surveys for South Fork Mountain Lupine in the 

vicinity of proposed project sites on APN 009. The applicant obtained an Assessment for Botanical 

Resources from Botanist Janell Jackson with NRM, on August 8, 2022. In the Botanical Resource 

Assessment dated August 22, 2022, from Botanist Janell Jackson, it states that during the ABR a total of 

three (3) populations of South Fork Mountain Lupine were identified within or around the intended 

cultivation areas (shown in the attached Site Map of the letter), and all patches fall outside of the 

disturbance footprint and are not expected to have any impacts from the proposed project activities. 

Recommendations in the ABR are that during construction and remediation activities, and for the 

remainder of the time that the site is used for cultivation that the three (3) individuals of South Fork 

Mountain Lupine found on-site shall be caged so as to prevent any damage.  

 

This project includes the decommissioning of one historic cultivation area in the northern section of the 

parcel, which will be centrally relocated to an environmentally superior location on-site. A letter was 

received by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard, dated October 30, 2020, with the following environmentally superior 

justifications for relocation and restoration of the historic cultivation area: the consolidation of the 

cultivation site will eliminate the use of approximately 5,400 feet of roads on-site, the historic cultivation 

site is located immediately adjacent to a neighboring parcel with ongoing illegal activity and relocation 

would improve security of property assets and increases safety for personnel, and the pre-existing site 

occupied an area on slopes greater than 17% and the proposed cultivation site will have less potential 

to impact soil and water resources. The applicant is required to restore and restock this area back to 

pre-2016 conditions in order to improve biological resources on the site. The applicant will be restoring 

and restocking the 0.33 acres of the expanded cultivation area. The applicant is required to comply with 

International Dark Sky Standards, shall ensure that all noise levels do not go above 50 decibels at 100-

feet or any tree line when noise generating equipment are in use, and generators shall be enclosed in 

permanent generator shed locations. 

 

Tribal Cultural Resource Coordination 

The project site is located near the Tsnungwe Aboriginal Ancestral Territory. The project was referred to 

the Northwest Information Center (NWIC), on April 14, 2021. The NWIC replied on April 14, 2021, 

recommending that the local Native American tribes be contacted regarding traditional, cultural, and 
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religious heritage values. The project was referred to the Tsnungwe Council on June 14, 2021, and 

comments were received, stating that a Cultural Resource Survey was not necessary for the project. The 

applicant shall adhere to Inadvertent Discover Protocols, and shall cease all work in the immediate area 

and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A qualified archaeologist and the appropriate 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to be contacted to evaluate the discovery and, in consultation 

with the applicant and the lead agency, develop a treatment plan in any instance where significant 

impacts cannot be avoided.  

 

Access 

Access to the project site is from State HWY 299, from Titlow Hill Road which is County maintained for 4.7 

miles, and then becomes US Forest Service Road for 39 miles to the project site. From the end of the 

County maintained portion of Titlow Hill Road, access to the site is obtained from USFS NF51, from USFS 

6N01 (Friday Ridge Road), from USFS Route 3N33 to the project site. The applicant submitted a Road 

Evaluation Report for the 1.68 miles of USFS 3N33 to the project site, which included pictures and a route 

map. The applicant has self-certified that USFS 3N33 is developed to the equivalent of a Category 4 road 

standard. Up to two (2) full-time employees, and three (3) part-time employees will be utilized for 

activities on-site, and will carpool to and from the site to lower vehicle traffic on the access road. The 

applicant has stated that there will be a maximum of four (4) vehicle trips per day. As the site is pre-

existing, no increase in traffic is anticipated, and it has been determined that the road meets the 

functional capacity for the project’s needs. 

 

The project was referred to the Department of Public Works on April 14, 2021, and comments were 

received by the agency on April 29, 2021. Comments from Public Works included that the access route 

utilizes a series US Forest Service Road, and recommended that the project be referred to the US Forest 

Service. The project was referred to the US Forest Service on April 14, 2021, and no comments were 

received by the agency. As the access route utilizes Forest Service roads from the county maintained 

access road, no upgrades to the road are required, as the road is outside of the County’s jurisdiction. 

The applicant shall be aware that it is federally illegal to transport cannabis across Federal lands, and 

the approval of this permit does not authorize transportation of cannabis across Federal lands. 

 

Consistency with Humboldt County Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 18-43 

Planning staff determined that approval of this project is consistent with Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors Resolution No. 18-43, which established a limit on the number of cultivation permits and acres 

which may be approved in each of the County’s Planning Watersheds. The project site is located in the 

South Fork Trinity Planning Watershed, which under Resolution 18-43 is limited to 86 permits and 29 acres 

of cultivation. With the approval of this project the total approved permits in this Planning Watershed 

would be 20 cultivation permits and the total approved acres would be 8.78 acres of cultivation. 

 

The modified project is consistent with the adopted MND for the CMMLUO because it complies with all 

standards of the CMMLUO which were intended to mitigate impacts of existing cultivation. These include 

enrolling in the State Water Board General Order, restocking post-2016 timberland converted and 

decommissioned historic cultivation area on-site, ensuring project related noise does not harass nearby 

wildlife, adhering to International Dark Sky Standards, and transitioning to 100% renewable energy source 

by 2026.  

 

Purpose - Section 15164 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides that the lead 

agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) if 

some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling 

for a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration have occurred. Section 15162 states that when an EIR has 

been certified for a project, no subsequent EIR  shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency 

determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the 

following: 
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1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which require major revisions of the previous MND 

due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant effects; 

 

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken 

which will require major revisions of the previous MND due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 

effects; or 

 

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known 

with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous MND was certified as complete, 

shows any of the following: A) the project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in 

the previous MND; B) significant effect previously examined will be substantially more severe than 

shown in the previous MND; C) mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 

would in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 

project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or D) 

mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the 

previous MND would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, but 

the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

 

Summary of Significant Project Effects and Mitigation Recommended 

 

No changes are proposed for the original MND recommended mitigations. The proposal to authorize 

the project is fully consistent with the impacts identified and adequately mitigated in the original MND. 

The project as conditioned to implement responsible agency recommendations, results in no significantly 

adverse environmental effects beyond those identified in the MND. Compliance with the CMMLUO 

ensures consistency with the adopted MND and provides for mitigation of all project related impacts to 

a less than significant level. 

 

In reviewing the application for consistency with the adopted MND, the County considered the 

following information and studies, among other documents: 

 

• Cultivation & Operations Plan received October 30, 2020. 

• Existing and Proposed Site Plan received January 12, 2022. 

• Timber Conversion Evaluation Report (TCER) that was prepared by RPF Chris Carroll with 

Timberland Resource Consultants, dated November 19, 2018. 

• Restocking Plan prepared by RPF Jon Dylan Leonard with Timberland Resource Consultants, 

dated October 20, 2020. 

• Site Management Plan prepared by Green Road Consulting, dated June 16, 2020. 

• Streambed Alteration Agreement with Fish & Wildlife (1600-2019-0817-R1) dated April 2, 2021. 

• Well Assessment Report prepared by licensed geologist David Lindberg, with Lindberg Geologic 

Consulting, dated May 16, 2022. 

• Biological Report prepared by Natural Resource Management (NRM), dated October 2020. 

• Botanical Resource Assessment prepared by Botanist Janell Jackson with Natural Resources 

Management, dated August 22, 2022. 

• Carpooling Plan prepared by the applicant, received September 1, 2022. 

• Road Evaluation Report prepared by the applicant, dated January 30, 2020. 

 

Other CEQA Considerations 

 

Staff suggests no changes for the revised project. 

 

EXPLANATION OF DECISION NOT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION OR 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
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See Purpose statement above. 

 

In every impact category analyzed in this review, the projected consequences of the current project 

proposal are either the same or less than significantly increased than the initial project for which the MND 

was adopted. Based upon this review, the following findings are supported: 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The proposed project will permit an existing cannabis operation and bring the operation into 

compliance with county and state requirements intended to adequately mitigate environmental 

impacts.   

 

2. The circumstances under which the project was approved have not changed substantially. 

There are no new significant environmental effects and no substantial increases in the severity of 

previously identified effects. 

 

3. For the current proposed project, there has been no new information of substantial importance, 

which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence 

at the time the previous MND was adopted as complete.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Based on these findings it is concluded that an Addendum to the certified MND is appropriate to address 

the requirements under CEQA for the current project proposal. All of the findings, mitigation 

requirements, and mitigation and monitoring program of the MND, remain in full force and effect on the 

original project. 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

 

Attachment 3 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant in 

support of making the required findings. The following materials are on file with the Planning Division: 

 

1. The name, contact address, and phone number(s) of the applicant. (Application form on-file) 

 

2. If the applicant is not the record title owner of parcel, written consent of the owner for the 

application with original signature and notary acknowledgement. (On-file) 

 

3. Site plan showing the entire parcel, including easements, streams, springs, ponds and other surface 

water features, and the location and area for cultivation on the parcel with dimensions of the area 

for cultivation and setbacks from property lines. The site plan shall also include all areas of ground 

disturbance or surface water disturbance associated with cultivation activities, including access 

roads, water diversions, culverts, ponds, dams, graded flats, and other related features. If the area 

for cultivation is within one-quarter mile (1,320 feet) of a school, school bus stop, church or other 

place of religious worship, public park, or tribal cultural resource, the site plan shall include 

dimensions showing that the distance from the location of such features to the nearest point of the 

cultivation area is at least 600 feet. (Site Plans – Attached with project Maps) 

 

4. A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for water 

storage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff and erosion control; watershed and habitat 

protection; proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated products to be used on the 

parcel; and a description of cultivation activities (outdoor, indoor, mixed light), the approximate 

date(s) cannabis cultivation activities have been conducted on the parcel prior to the effective 

date of this ordinance, if applicable, and schedule of activities during each month of the growing 

and harvesting season. (Cultivation & Operations Plan - Attached) 

 

5. Description of water source, storage, irrigation plan, and projected water usage. (Included in 

Cultivation Operations Plan (item 4. Above) - Attached) 

 

6. Copy of Notice of Applicability filed with the State Water Resource Control Board Order No. WQ 

2019-0001-DWQ. (Condition of Approval)   

 

7. If the source of water is a well, a copy of the County well permit, if available. (Included in Well 

Assessment Report prepared by licensed Geologist David Lindberg – Attached) 

 
8. Site Management Plan prepared by Green Road Consulting, dated June 16, 2020. (Attached) 

 
9. If any on-site or off-site component of the cultivation facility, including access roads, water supply, 

grading or terracing, impacts the bed or bank of any stream or other watercourse, a copy of the 

Streambed Alteration Permit obtained from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

(Streambed Alteration Agreement No. 1600-2019-0817-R1– Attached) 

 

10. If the parcel is zoned FR, U or TPZ, or involves the conversion of timberland as defined under Section 

4526 of the Public Resources Code, a copy of a less-than-3-acre conversion exemption or 

timberland conversion permit, approved by the California Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection (Cal Fire). Alternately, for existing operations occupying sites created through prior 

unauthorized conversion of timberland, evidence may be provided showing that the landowner 

has completed a civil or criminal process and/or entered into a negotiated settlement with Cal 

Fire. (Timber Conversation Report & Restocking Plan prepared by Timberland Resource Consultants 

– Attached)  
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11. Consent for on-site inspection of the parcel by County officials at prearranged date and time in 

consultation with the applicant prior to issuance of any clearance or permit, and once annually 

thereafter. (On-file) 

 

12. For indoor cultivation facilities, identify the source of electrical power and how it will meet with the 

energy requirements in Section 55.4.8.2.3, and plan for compliance with applicable building codes. 

(Not applicable) 

 

13. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for 

cultivation under any clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in the event that 

environmental conditions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the watershed, will not 

support diversions for irrigation. (On-file) 

 

14. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to engage with local tribes before consenting to 

the issuance of any clearance or permit, if cultivation operations occur within an Area of Traditional 

Tribal Cultural Affiliation, as defined herein. This process will follow current departmental referral 

protocol, including engagement with the tribe(s) through coordination with their Tribal Historic 

Preservation Officer (THPO) or other tribal representatives. This procedure shall be conducted similar 

to the protocols outlined under SB 18 (Burton) and AB 52 (Gatto), which describe “government to 

government” consultation, through tribal and local government officials and their designees. During 

this process, the tribe may request that operations associated with the clearance or permit be 

designed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to tribal cultural resources, as defined herein. 

Examples include, but are not limited to, conducting a site visit with the THPO or their designee to the 

existing or proposed cultivation site, requiring that a professional cultural resources survey be 

performed, or requiring that a tribal cultural monitor be retained during project-related ground 

disturbance within areas of sensitivity or concern. The County shall request that a records search be 

performed through the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). (On-file) 
 

15. Biological Report prepared by Natural Resource Management (NRM), dated October 2020. 

(Attached) 
 

16. Botanical Resource Assessment prepared by Botanist Janell Jackson with Natural Resources 

Management, dated August 22, 2022. (Attached) 
 

17. Carpooling Plan prepared by the applicant, received September 1, 2022. (Attached) 

 

18. Road Evaluation Report prepared by the applicant, dated January 30, 2020. (Attached) 

 
19. Division of Environmental Health Attachment for Commercial Medical Marijuana (CMM) 

Clearances/ Permits (DEH Form). (On-file) 
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1. Water Source, Storage, Irrigation Plan & Projected Water Usage 

WATER SOURCE & STORAGE: The primary source of irrigation water is a groundwater well 
located on APN 317-055-009. Applicant will be working with CDFW to determine the 
hydrological disconnection of this water source from the jurisdictional waters of the state 
before utilizing it for cultivation activities. Green Road Consulting and Compliant Farms 
have both inspected the property on previous occasions and did not observe any site 
conditions that would prevent adherence to Best Management Practices and compliance with 
SWRCB regulations. Green Road Consulting has created a draft SMP that will be finalized in 
the coming weeks. 

Presently, storage is minimal compared to total yearly need, consisting of ten 2500 gallon 
water tanks. Applicant will be acquiring another ten 2500 gallon water tanks before the 
2021 season to take the total storage up to 50,000 gallons. Additional storage will be added 
if need be. 

IRRIGATION PLAN: Irrigation water will be applied at agronomic rates to minimize over 
watering cannabis plants and reducing the risk of irrigation runoff. Applicant anticipates 
watering cannabis plants every other day during the growing season and/ or every third or 
fifth day should conditions demand. Irrigation is applied through a traditional drip irrigation 
and by hand watering using a spray stick or wand. Applicant will water in the morning/early 
evening hours to reduce evaporative loss. Applicant will use natural soil amendments and 
compost to aid in soil moisture retention. Mulch will be utilized if a suitable and economical 
form can be procured that does not invite pests, pesticides, or other contaminants into the 
growing media. 

PROJECTED WATER USAGE: Applicant will be cultivating approximately 17,200 sq. ft. of 
Outdoor Cannabis. Based on Applicant's irrigation practice of watering every other day, the 
Applicant will be using 232,200 gallons of water ((180 days + 2) x 4500 gallons) during the 
forbearance period required by the ordinance. 

At every 3rd day, total water usage during the forbearance period would be 154,800 gallons. 
At every 5th day, total water usage during the forbearance period would be 77,400 gallons. 
These numbers are based on an average of 300 gallons of water being used for 2,000 sq ft of 
canopy. If this rate is reduced by 33%, and the plants were watered on every 5th day of the 
growing season, total water usage during the forbearance period would be 51,600 gallons. 

The aforementioned figures are weather dependent and are only estimated water usage 
totals. Applicant will install flow meters at all critical points to measure actual yearly water 
usage upon implementation of the project. It is the intention of the Applicant to use less 
water than estimated - the cooler temperatures in the beginning of the summer and at the 
end should assist with this goal, as temperature dampening of transpiration needs is 
exaggerated at the high elevation (4900') of the site. 

Apps #13349 
Cultivation, Operations & Security Plan - Page 2 
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( 

2. Site Drainage, Runoff 8: Erosion Control Measures 

( 

SITE DRAINAGE: The cultivation areas to be utilized are flat and do not suffer from 
significa.nt runoff issues. The site receives minimal rain and instead the bulk of the seasonal 
precipitation input arrives as snow

1 
which has a far less erosive effect especially once the 

first layer has dropped and stuck. Sediment transport is minimized in snow conditions as 
opposed to the months long precipitation events that lower elevations in Humboldt County 
endure. Growing media stays contained in the beds and has no means of transport across 
the landing. The few conduits for stormwater drainage off of the landing will be treated 
with further berms

1 
waddles

1 
straw bales

1 
riprap

1 
and diffusion measures to slow the flow of 

water off the landing and disperse the water into the surrounding landscape. Any work that 
requires permitting will not commence until the proper regulatory clearances have been 
obtained. 

An LSAA application has been submitted to address the two water crossings on the property. 
Both crossings are currently served by culverts that match the size of the stream channel. 
No evidence of failure during high flow events exists at either crossing. Entrances and exits 
to the culverts are armored. The culverts will be replaced with even larger sized culverts 
once the terms of the LSAA are finalized. 

EROSION CONTROL MEASURES: Flats will be waddled/bermed on the downhill perimeter. 
Grass seed and straw mulch have been applied to the edges of the flat as well

1 
in addition to 

the cut and fill slopes of the landing. The cut and fill slopes will be revegetated every year 
until they are completely reinforced and any sediment transport becomes functionally 
inactive. There is already recruitment by young conifers present in every cut and fill slope 
on the property. 

RUNOFF CONTROL MEASURES: Applicant will use drip irrigation and raised beds
1 

will water 
at agronomic rates

1 
and use timers to avoid overwatering. Mulch will be utilized if proven 

feasible. Applicant farms organically and minimizes the use of synthetic nitrogen or other 
fertilizers - in most cases not adding any amount at all. Decomposing wood is a known 
nitrogen sink in the natural environment

1 
a process that requires the accumulation of large 

amounts of free environmental nitrogen. Not only are there large setbacks of forested land 
between the cultivation sites and nearby watercourses1 thus supplying plenty of 
decomposing wood buffer area

1 
but if needed Applicant will construct a shallow trench 

around the cultivation areas and fill the shallow depressions with decomposing wood so as to 
maximize nitrogen capture. Vegetation around cultivation and riparian areas will be 
maintained to minimize runoff and sediment transport to receiving waters. Applicant has 
and will continue to re-seed and re-vegetate any exposed soils around the cultivation areas 
and install straw bales and sediment control fencing on slopes or discharge points that may 
transport sediment or runoff from the landing. 

Applicant will consult with and implement recommendations from Omsberg 8: Preston and 
Green Road Consulting to improve site drainage

1 
erosion control 1 

and runoff control on an as 
needed basis. 
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3. Measures Taken to Ensure Protection of Watershed £t Nearby Habitat 

PROTECTION OF WATERSHED £t HABITAT: All cultivation areas shall be located outside of 
all SMP:s on the property and native vegetation buffers shall be maintained between 
cultivation sites and riparian areas. Applicant's SMP will address water management and any 
forbearance period imposed on the well by California Department of Fish and Wildlife. The 
Biological Survey completed by Natural Resource Management addresses these concerns in 
depth. 

CULTIVATION RELATED WASTE PROTOCOLS: Applicant will implement measures to reduce 
and/or eliminate cultivation related waste. All plant related material will be composted in 
bermed and waddled areas to prevent runoff and will be reused as part of Applicant's soils 
management plan. Pots containing starts and clones will be washed, rinsed, and reused 
between seasons and recycled at the end of their useful life. Applicant will recycle 
pesticide and fertilizer containers per California pesticide regulations. Cultivation will occur 
in raised beds using organic amendments and cover crops, resulting in minimal soil waste on 
site. All waste soils will be placed in a refuse pile outside of streamside management areas 
and will be covered with a tarp and surrounded with straw waddles to contain any discharge 
that may occur. Applicant has never had waste soils, however, and does not expect their 
generation to occur. All other associated waste will be gathered and contained on 
impervious surfaces to prevent nutrients from being leached to groundwater or transported 
to watercourses. Applicant will dispose of site cultivation refuse on an as needed basis by 
hauling it to the Humboldt Waste Management Authority in Eureka, CA. 

REFUSE DISPOSAL: The site will generate minimal expected refuse, which is only associated 
with the cultivation activities. Applicant will take site refuse to an approved dump site on an 
as-needed basis. 

HUMAN WASTE: There is not currently a septic system on-site. Portable toilets will be 
utilized until further solutions are developed. 

4. Protocols for Proper Storage £t Use of Fertilizers, Pesticides £t Other Regulated
Products

PESTICIDES: Pesticides shall be stored in an-on site shed equipped with a non-permeable 
floor liner to prevent leaching of pesticides into groundwater or transport to surface waters. 
Pesticides will be kept in original containers with labels affixed and kept in secondary 
containment totes to further minimize spills from being transported to groundwater or 
surf ace waters. Approved spill proof containers with appropriate warning and information 
labels will be used to transport pesticides to and from site. 

Applicant shall maintain and keep personal protective equipment required by the pesticide 
label in good working order. All proper pesticide application protocols will be followed. 

All required warning signs will be posted and material safety data sheets (MSDS) will be kept 
in the area where pesticides are stored. Emergency contact information in the event of 

Apps #13349 
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pesticide poisoning shall also be posted at the work site including the name, address and 
telephone number of emergency medical care facilities. 

Before making a pesticide application, operators will evaluate equipment, weather 
conditions, and the property to be treated and surrounding areas to determine the likelihood 
of substantial drift or harm to non-target crops, contamination, or the creation of a health 
hazard. 

FERTILIZERS & SOIL A MENDMENTS: Fertilizers and other amendments will be stored in an 
on-site shed which is equipped with a non-permeable floor liner to prevent leaching and 
transport to surface waters. Applicant will store and use fertilizers according to the 
protocols used for pesticide storage and use. Fertilizers will be kept in secondary 
containment totes to further prevent leaching. Applicant will use all fertilizers according to 
the label and use personal protective equipment as required by the label. 

Before making a fertilizer or soil amendment application, operators will evaluate 
equipment, weather conditions, and the property to be treated and surrounding areas to 
determine the likelihood of substantial drift or harm to non-target crops, contamination, or 
the creation of a health hazard. 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS & STORAGE: All petroleum products stored on-site will be properly 
stored and managed to prevent any discharge of contaminants into the surrounding 
landscape. Secondary containment, as required by law, will be utilized on-site. 

5. Cultivation Activities (e.g. outdoor, indoor, mixed light)

CULTIVATION ACTIVITIES: Applicant is proposing to permit an existing cultivation with 
cultivation area of 17,200 square feet. Applicant will be applying for a Conditional Use 
Permit for the above referenced activity. Applicant will irrigate cultivation from an on-site 
groundwater well. Applicant will be cultivating in raised beds to prevent excess irrigation 
runoff and promote soil moisture retention. Cover crops will be planted at the end of the 
year in beds to promote soil regeneration. Applicant anticipates hiring temporary hourly 
labor during specific periods of the growing cycle. Examples include transplanting, canopy 
management activities e.g. lower branch pruning and de-leafing, harvesting, etc. 
Contracted labor will be on site monthly for short bursts to assist with these activities. 
Individuals will be transported in groups to minimize traffic on the road and to reduce the 
total number of trips across the road network. T he number of individuals on-site for labor at 
any given time will not exceed 9 persons. Toilets and hand washing facilities will be 
supplied, bottled water will also be available. 

2 full time employees will be required for operations during the growing season. Seasonal 
and part time labor will fluctuate from O to 7 additional individuals. 

Applicant will follow all performance standards outlined in Humboldt County's Commercial 
Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance ("CMMLUO") with respect to cultivation activities, 
including developing employee safety protocols which include: 1) an emergency action 
response plan and spill prevention protocols; 2) employee accident reporting and 
investigation policies; 3) fire prevention policies; 4) maintenance of Material Safety Data 
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Sheets (MSDS); 5) materials handling policies; 6) job hazard analyses; and 7) personal 
protective equipment policies. Applicant will ensure that all safety equipment is in good and 
operable condition, and provide employees with training on the proper use of safety 
equipment. 

Applicant will post and maintain an emergency contact list which includes: 1) operation 
manager contacts; 2) emergency responder contacts; and 3) poison control contacts. All 
cultivation activities will be charted and calendared and visibly posted in the cultivation 
facilities. 

6. Sample Schedule of Activities During Each Month of the Growing 8: Harvesting
Season

February, March, April 
• Purchase seeds and clones of desired strains and/or propagate them
• Pot clones and starts at end of March
• Nursery activities
• Clean greenhouses and make necessary repairs, weather dependent
• Prepare beds for planting - apply amendments and compost

May 
• First run plants are re-potted in bigger pots
• Plant first run in ground, weather dependent
• Second round clones started
• Begin pulling tarps end of May
• Remove bottom branches, refine plant structure
• Mulch soil
• Irrigation begins

June 
• Top dress first run
• De-leaf plants
• Irrigation continues
• Continue pulling tarps
• Apply nutrients as needed, apply compost teas regularly
• Pot second run of plants
• General landscape and bed maintenance

July 
• Re-pot second round of plants into bigger pots
• Irrigation continues
• Apply nutrients as needed, apply compost teas regularly
• General landscape and bed maintenance continues
• Continue pulling tarps
• Harvest first run of plants

Apps #13349 
Cultivation, Operations & Security Plan - Page 6 

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 46



( 

• Rotate in second run of plants into beds late July

August 
• Irrigation continues 

( 

• Apply nutrients as needed, apply compost teas regularly 
• Continue pulling tarps
• Remove bottom branches, refine plant structure
• De-leaf plants

September 
• Irrigation continues
• Apply nutrients as needed, apply compost teas regularly
• Continue pulling tarps
• De-leaf plants

October 
• Continue pulling tarps
• Apply nutrients as needed, apply compost teas regularly
• De-leaf plants
• Harvest second round plants
• Begin most urgent winterization measures

November, December, January 
• Trim and manicure harvested plants
• End of year reporting
• Cleanup and complete winterization of cultivation site
• Focus on processing and distribution of harvest

PROCESSING PLAN 8: ACTIVITIES 

PLAN: Processing will occur off-site at a licensed processing facility, to be determined 
based on market forces and factors at time of harvest. 

SECURITY FEATURES 

Applicant will implement security measures to safeguard the product and prevent nuisance 
from occurring on the property. The parcel has locking gates at all access points onto the 
parcel. All doors and windows on all buildings and cultivation facilities shall remain locked 
when the parcel is not occupied. All finished product shall be stored under lock and key and 
away from processing activities. A prominent "No Trespassing" sign shall be displayed at the 
parcel's entrance. To ensure the non-diversion of product, Applicant has enrolled in the 
track and trace program. 
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SOIL AMENDMENTS AND FERTILIZER 

-- ---------�----------- ----------- ---- --·----- ----

PRODUCT USED 
···------------------------------------- - -------- --- - --------

Sea Green from Primordial Solutions 

AMOUNT STORED ON-SITE 
,,,,,_,_______________ 

, 

----------------

5 gal or less 
---�-----------------·-----�---------+---� 

Root-a-mentary from Primordial Solutions 

Age Old Grow 

Thrive Alive 

True Bloom from Primordial Solutions 

Molasses 

Cal N Mag from Earth Juice 

5 gal or less 

12 gal or less 

1 gal or less 

5 gal or less 

5 gal or less 

1 O gal or less 

Hydrolized Fish from Beneficial Living Center 1 O gal or less 

- - - - - - -- -- ------ ------ -- - -- -- -- - - - -�-----; 

Alfalfa Meal 300-500 lbs
--·------------------------�-------- _,,,,, _________ _---j 

Dr. Earth All Around 4.;.4_4 300-500·lbs
- - - - ----- -�+-- -� ---- -��-------- ---; 

Dr. Earth Bud and Bloom Booster 300-500 lbs
- - -1 --- --------------------·----·---- - --

Oyster Shell 300.-500 lbs 
- -- ------- ----·-------- - -- ---- - ---+ -- --�------

Insect Frass 50-100 lbs
------------------ ... ····-····---.. -- ----------------. ···----------------+----

Soluble Bat Guano from Earth Juice 500-1000 lbs

Compost 

Worm Castings 

------.--� ----- ·-------------------- ----------------------------- - - -------------·--------------

3-6 yards

1-2 yards

Apps #13349 
Cultivation, Operations & Security Plan - Page 8 

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 48



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 49



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 50



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 51



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 52



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 53



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 54



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 55



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 56



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 57



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 58



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 59



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 60



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 61



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 62



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 63



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 64



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 65



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 66



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 67



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 68



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 69



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 70



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 71



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 72



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 73



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 74



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 75



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 76



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 77



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 78



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 79



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 80



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 81



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 82



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 83



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 84



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 85



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 86



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 87



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 88



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 89



PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 90



South Fork Mountain Lupine (Lupinus elmeri) Survey of 
Humboldt County APN 317-055-009 

Prepared for:  
Scott Raymond 

Prepared by: 
Jenell Jackson 

Natural Resources Management Corporation 
1434 Third Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

August 22, 2022 

9/8/2022

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 91



Botanical Assessment for APN 402-161-005                        NRM Corp.                                                                          

1 August 22, 2022 
 

Table of Contents 
I. Introduction, Background, and Project Understanding ............................................................................. 2 

Environmental Setting .............................................................................................................................. 2 

Project Description.................................................................................................................................... 3 

II. Methods .................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Pre-field Review ........................................................................................................................................ 5 

Onsite Surveys ........................................................................................................................................... 7 

III. Results and discussion ............................................................................................................................. 7 

Special Status Species ............................................................................................................................... 8 

IV Conclusions and Management Recommendations .................................................................................. 9 

V References ............................................................................................................................................... 10 

 
 
Figure 1. Vicinity map for APN 317-005-009, Humboldt County, California................................................. 4 
Figure 2. Survey Area Map ............................................................................................................................ 5 
Figure 3. CNDDB Map (Study Area Covers APN 317-055-009) ..................................................................... 6 
Figure 4. Botanical Survey Route .................................................................................................................. 7 
Figure 5. South fork mountain lupine occurrences ...................................................................................... 8 
Figure 6. Photo. South Fork Mountain (Lupinus elmeri) ............................................................................. 11 
 
Appendix A. Photos 
Appendix B. Botanical Species Found During Surveys 
 
 
  

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 92



Botanical Assessment for APN 402-161-005                        NRM Corp.                                                                          

2 August 22, 2022 
 

 

I. Introduction, Background, and Project Understanding 
A targeted botanical assessment for South Fork Mountain Lupine (Lupinus elmeri) was 
performed for Humboldt County APN 317-055-009, located off South Fork Mountain Road 
(Figure 1). The site is within the USGS 7.5’ quadrangle Sims Mountain, T03N, R05E, Sec’s 11&12.  
 

The project parcel is approximately 160 acres and is located within the South Fork Trinity River 
watershed approximately 6.5 miles northwest of Hyampom, in Humboldt County, California 
(Figure 1), and includes previous cannabis cultivation (Figures 2, 3). Note that mileages are 
estimates from satellite and topographic imagery and distances are given in approximate air 
miles. 
 
When viewing the general area in Google Earth imagery (1998-2019, Google Earth Pro 2019), 
most of the 9 cannabis cultivation sites on APN 009 appears to occur at landings or openings 
associated with previous timber harvesting activities; on APN 001 cultivation occurs after the 
2016 imagery, and before the next available imagery of 2019.  
 
On May 12th, 2022, the applicant received an email regarding the necessary items needed to 
complete their cannabis permit application. One of these items included a plant survey to 
address if there was damage to the presence of South Fork Mountain Lupine, and any 
recommended mitigation measures for the project. This report is a result is meant to fulfill this 
request.  
 

Environmental Setting 

The parcel is located on the east side of South Fork Mountain and drains toward the south fork 
of the Trinity. The parcel burned seven (7) years ago in a patchy mosaic of varying intensity. 
Populations of South Fork Mountain Lupine have been documented on parcel APN 317-055-
009. 
 
The parcel slopes moderately to the north east, with a series of flats built into the hillside 
between two Class III streams. The area is dominated by conifers, regenerating shrubs and 
perennial herbs.  
 

Project Site 
The project parcels are located within an inholding in Six Rivers National Forest (SRNF). 
According to the Humboldt County Web GIS Portal, the parcels are 176 acres (APN 001) and 160 
acres (APN 009) in size, with a legal description of T03N, R05E, Sections 11 and 12, HB&M, 
within the USGS 7.5’ Sims Mountain quadrangle (Figure 1). The current landowner purchased 
the parcels in 2013 (APN 009) and 2015 (APN 001). 
 
The parcels are accessed from USFS Route 1 (Titlow Hill Road), a paved forest road that 
connects State Highway 299 at Berry Summit to State Highway 36 in the vicinity of Ruth 
Reservoir, approximately 5 miles east of the community of Mad River. The access road to the 
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parcels enters APN 001 in the vicinity of Black Fox Rock (Cover Photo; Figure 2), in the 
southeast. This enhanced logging road (visible in Figure 3) continues onto APN 009 to 9 pre-
existing cultivation sites, essentially following the ridge between the two Big Creek tributaries 
from cultivation site #1 to #7, before heading north, crossing the watercourse, exiting then 
entering the parcel to access cultivation sites #8 and #9. 
 

Project Description  
 

The project at APN 317-055-009, located approximately 6.5 miles northwest of the community 
of Hyampom, Humboldt County, California (Figure 1), includes cannabis cultivation on the 
parcels by the landowner. The landowner is applying for a Tier 1 cultivation permit under the 
Humboldt County CMMLUO as an existing cultivator. A Cultivation, Operations, and Security 
Plan (COPS) was provided for APN 001 (APPS #13340) and proposes to permit for 9,000 square 
feet of existing outdoor cultivation within hoophouses or, depending on the timing of 
permitting which may delay assembly of structures, plant in full sun. The landowner stated that 
the COPS Plan will be similar for APN 009 (APPS #13349) with permitting proposed for 17,200 
square feet. Past cannabis cultivation sites are at landings or openings along the access road 
associated with previous timber harvesting activities, resulting in flat cultivation areas with little 
visible runoff (Figures 4, 5). 
 
Cultivation at APN 009 will occur at 9 locations (Figures 2, 3, 5). There are additional 
watercourse crossings on the access road to these proposed cultivation locations, and some 
culvert work may be required (per pending LSAA with CDFW). 
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Figure 1. Vicinity map for APN 317-005-009, Humboldt County, California 
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Figure 2. Survey Area Map 

 
 

II. Methods  
 

Pre-field Review 
Prior to field surveys, California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB, 2022), iNaturalist (August, 2022), 
Calflora (August, 2022) and California Consortium of Herbaria (CCH, 2022) records were consulted in 
order to determine the best window to capture the bloom period during the survey.  
 
Individuals observed were keyed using the Jepson Manual (Balwin et al., 2012). Results of the CNDDB 
search below (Figure 3).  
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Figure 3. CNDDB Map (Study Area Covers APN 317-055-009) 

 
 

PLN-13349-CUP Cedar Farm South, LLC Conditional Use Permit & Special Permit                                                                                                                 September 15, 2022 Page 97



Botanical Assessment for APN 402-161-005                        NRM Corp.                                                                          

7 August 22, 2022 
 

Onsite Surveys  
The parcel, APN 317-055-009, was surveyed by NRM botanist Jenell Jackson on August 8th, 2022. This 
survey was a targeted survey for (Lupinus elmeri). The cultivation flats and adjacent areas are heavily 
disturbed.   
 

 
 

Figure 4. Botanical Survey Route 
 

III. Results and discussion 
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Special Status Species  
During this visit, a total of three populations (1 individual each) were identified within or around the 
intended cultivation areas (See Figure 5). These findings will be reported to the CNDDB. All patches fall 
outside of the disturbance footprint and I do not expect them to receive impacts, as all grading and 
earth moving activities area are finished. 
 
A list of species found on the parcel is in Appendix B. Survey timing was floristically appropriate.  
 

 
 

Figure 5. South fork mountain lupine occurrences
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IV Conclusions and Management Recommendations  
Three populations (1 individual each) were identified within or around the intended cultivation areas. All 
patches fall outside of the disturbance footprint and I do not expect them to receive impacts, as all 
grading and earth moving activities area are finished. 
 
These individuals are part of a larger burned landscape which supports large patches of the lupine, far 
from cultivation activities. 
 
However, I recommend that during construction and for the remainder of the time that the site is used 
for cultivation, that these individuals be caged so as to prevent any accidental or unintended damage. 
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Appendix A: Photos 

 
Figure 6. Photo. South Fork Mountain (Lupinus elmeri) 
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Appendix B: Plant Species List 
 
 

Species Name Common Name Lifeform Status Family 

Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea Blue elderberry Shrub native ADOXACEAE 

Torilis arvensis Field hedge parsley Annual herb invasive, non-native APIACEAE 

Apocynum androsaemifolium Spreading dogbane Perennial herb native APOCYNACEAE 

Achillea millifolium yarrow perennial herb native ASTERACEAE 

Centaurea solstitialis Yellow starthistle Annual herb invasive, non-native ASTERACEAE 

Cirsium vulgare Bullthistle Perennial herb invasive, non-native ASTERACEAE 

Hieracium albiflorum White flowered 
hawkweed 

Perennial herb native ASTERACEAE 

Lactuca serriola Prickly lettuce Annual herb invasive, non-native ASTERACEAE 

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxe eye daisy Perennial herb invasive, non-native ASTERACEAE 

Madia elegans Common madia Annual herb native ASTERACEAE 

Senecio jacobaea Tansy ragwort Perennial herb invasive, non-native ASTERACEAE 

Brassica rapa Common mustard Annual herb invasive, non-native BRASSICACEAE 

Spergularia rubra Purple sand spurry Annual, Perennial 
herb 

non-native CARYOPHYLLACEAE 

Calocedrus decurrens Incense cedar Tree native CUPRESSACEAE 

Polystichum munitum Western sword fern Fern native DRYOPTERIDACEAE 

Arbutus menziesii Madrono Tree native ERICACEAE 

Arctostaphylos c.f. patula Green leaf 
manzanita 

Shrub native ERICACEAE 

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Kinnikinnick Shrub native ERICACEAE 

Lupinus elmeri Elmer's lupine Perennial herb  

 native 
 

FABACEAE 

Chrysolepis chrysophylla var. 
chrysophylla 

Golden chinquapin Tree, Shrub native FAGACEAE 

Ribes menziesii var. menziesii Canyon gooseberry Shrub native GROSSULARIACEAE 

Hypericum perforatum ssp. 
perforatum 

Klamathweed Perennial herb non-native HYPERICACEAE 

Juncus effusus Common bog rush Perennial grasslike 
herb 

native JUNCACEAE 

Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal Perennial herb invasive, non-native LAMIACEAE 

Xerophyllum tenax Beargrass Perennial herb native MELANTHIACEAE 

Chamerion angustifolium Fireweed Perennial herb native ONAGRACEAE 

Epilobium brachycarpum Willow herb Annual herb native ONAGRACEAE 

Gayophytum diffusum Spreading 
groundsmoke 

Annual herb native ONAGRACEAE 

Abies concolor White fir Tree native  PINACEAE 

Pinus ponderosa Yellow pine Tree native PINACEAE 

Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas fir Tree native PINACEAE 
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Penstemon purpusii Snow mtn. 
beardtongue 

Perennial herb native PLANTAGINACEAE 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Perennial herb invasive, non-native PLANTAGINACEAE 

Bromus tectorum Downy chess Annual grass invasive, non-native POACEAE 

Deschampsia elongata Hairgrass Perennial grass native POACEAE 

Elymus glaucus ssp. glaucus Blue wild rye Perennial grass native POACEAE 

Festuca arundinacea Reed fescue Perennial grass invasive, non-native POACEAE 

Rhamnus ilicifolia Evergreen 
buckthorn 

Shrub native RHAMNACEAE 

Rosa nutkana ssp. nutkana Nootka rose Shrub native ROSACEAE 

Salix scouleriana Scouler willow Tree, Shrub native SALICACEAE 

Verbascum thapsus Woolly mullein Perennial herb invasive, non-native SCROPHULARIACEAE 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 

REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those agencies 

that provided written comments are checked off. 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Building Inspection Division ✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Division Environmental Health ✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Public Works, Land Use Division ✓ Comments Attached  

Northwest Information Center ✓ Comments On file and confidential 

Tsnungwe Council ✓ Comments On file and confidential 

CalFIRE ✓ Comments Attached 

Humboldt County Sheriff ✓ Approved On file 

US Forest Service – Six Rivers 

National Forest 
 No response  

California Department of Fish & 

Wildlife 
 No response  

Bridgeville School District  No response  

Humboldt County Agricultural 

Commissioner 

 No response  

Humboldt County District Attorney  No response  

North Coast Unified Air Quality 

Management District 
 No response  

Division of Water Resources  No response  

North Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board  
 No response  
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