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AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

 

Hearing Date 

July 7, 2022 

Subject 

PG&E After-the-fact Coastal Development Permit  

Contact 

Cliff Johnson 

 

Project Description: An after-the-fact Coastal Development Permit to modify an existing electric 

distribution facility previously constructed without permits in the existing public right-of-way. 

Proposed modifications to the facility consist of the following: removal of one 45-foot-tall utility 

pole, replacement of two 45-foot-tall utility poles with 55-foot-tall poles, installation of a new 55-

foot-tall pole and 3 platform mounted voltage regulators. The poles were installed within the 

County right-of-way and near the driveway that serves parcel 517-041-016. An existing utility pole 

is located 8-feet south of the existing driveway and will remain in place. The design standards for 

allowable pole sizes for platform mounted voltage regulators has changed to a 55-foot-tall pole, 

while the previous standards allowed for a 45-foot-tall pole, driving the need for the height 

increase of the existing facility. PG&E is proposing to install three (3) 55-foot-tall poles in 

accordance with these standards. These new poles would be 10-feet taller than the existing 45-

foot-tall poles. Additionally, the height of the conductor and distribution line would change from 

39-feet to 47-feet. The voltage regulators and other equipment will remain at approximately the 

same height. The development does not qualify for the repair and maintenance exclusion under 

Coastal Act Section 30610(d) because the new poles are an expansion of the existing pole layout 

that supports the existing electric distribution line. No major vegetation removal occurred as part 

of the installation of the existing poles.  

 

Project Location: The project site is located within the Trinidad area on the east side of Patricks 

Point Drive, approximately 1.2 miles north of the intersection of Patricks Point Drive and Seawood 

Drive, adjacent to 2625 Patricks Point Drive. 

 

Present Plan Land Use Designations:  TC (Coastal Timberland), Trinidad Area Plan (TAP), Density: 1 

Dwelling Unit per 40-acres, Density: Range is 40-160 acres/unit. Slope Stability: Low Instability (1) – 

Moderate Instability (2)  

 

Present Zoning: TC/D,R (Commercial Timber, Design Review, Streams and Riparian Corridor 

Protection). 

 

Adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number: 517-041-016 

 

Record Number: PLN-14376-CDP    

 

Applicant 

  Pacific Gas & Electric 

Co., c/o Bessie Young  

1455 E. Shaw Ave.  

Fresno, CA  93720 

 Owner 

Same as applicant 

Agent 

N/A 

 

Environmental Review: Project is categorically exempt from environmental review per CEQA 

Section 15303(d) – New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures 

 

Major Issues: None. 

State Appeal Status: The project is not appealable to the California Coastal Commission. 
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PG&E After-the-Fact Coastal Development Permit  

Record Number: PLN-14376-CDP 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 517-041-016 

 

Recommended Planning Commission Action 

 

1. Describe the application as a public hearing; 

2. Request staff to present the project; 

3. Open the public hearing and receive testimony; and  

4. Close the hearing and take the following action:  

 

Adopt the resolution to 1) find the project exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15303 of the 

CEQA Guidelines, 2) make all of the required findings for approval of the Coastal Development 

Permit, and 3) approve the PG&E Coastal Development Permit project subject to the 

recommended conditions. 

 

 

Executive Summary:  

 

A Coastal Development Permit to modify an existing electric distribution facility previously 

constructed without permits. Proposed modifications to the facility consist of the following: 

removal of one 45-foot-tall utility pole, replacement of two 45-foot-tall utility poles with 55-foot-tall 

poles, installation of a new 55-foot-tall pole and 3 platform mounted voltage regulators. The poles 

were installed within the County right-of-way and near the driveway that serves parcel 517-041-

016. An existing utility pole is located 8-feet south of the existing driveway and will remain in place. 

The design standards for allowable pole sizes for platform mounted voltage regulators has 

changed to a 55-foot-tall pole, while the previous standards allowed for a 45-foot-tall pole. All 

poles must be the same height to allow the electric distribution line to be at the same height. 

PG&E is proposing to install three (3) 55-foot-tall poles in accordance with these standards. These 

new poles would be 10-feet taller than the existing 45-foot-tall poles. Additionally, the height of 

the conductor and distribution line would change from 39-feet to 47-feet. The voltage regulators 

and other equipment will remain at approximately the same height. The development does not 

qualify for the repair and maintenance exclusion under Coastal Act Section 30610(d) because 

the new poles are an expansion of the existing pole layout that supports the existing electric 

distribution line. No major vegetation removal occurred as part of the installation of the existing 

poles. 

 

The utility pole proposed for removal is located 2.8-feet north of the driveway edge, after removal, 

the pole proposed to be replaced will increase the setback distance on the north side of the 

driveway edge to 18 feet. The removal of the existing northern pole will improve ingress/egress to 

the driveway. The property is zoned TPZ and is developed with a single-family residence. The 

development does not qualify for the repair and maintenance exclusion under Coastal Act 

Section 30610(d) because the new poles are an expansion of the existing pole layout that supports 

the existing electric distribution line. No major vegetation removal occurred as part of the 

installation of the existing poles. A biological/botanical assessment is not required for the proposed 

development. 

 

A total of three new 55-foot-tall utility poles and removal of three 45-foot-tall poles are proposed 

at this time, no net increase in the total number of utility poles is proposed, only one location 

approximately 46-feet north of the driveway, includes a new pole installation. This proposed 

project location is not within the Trinidad Coastal Scenic Area.  
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According to the applicant, It was necessary to install the voltage regulator along Patricks Point 

Drive to be effective in serving customers along the circuit. A project description was submitted 

by the applicant stating: “To improve service reliability, the regulators needed to be installed within 

a specific geographic area, which included the length of Patrick’s Point Drive. Because the 

distribution line runs along Patrick’s Point Drive, a mapped scenic corridor, there were few 

opportunities to avoid placing the equipment within a scenic corridor. After field trips and 

consideration of various proposed locations, the project site was found to be the most suitable 

due to availability of existing right-of-way, accessibility, and environmental constraints. 

Additionally, installing the regulator bank at the project site avoided the need for additional 

aboveground PG&E facilities to improve service reliability, which could further impact the scenic 

character of the road. For these reasons, the project location was determined to be the least 

impactful to land and environmental resources.”. 

The figure below shows the existing and proposed relocated facility. 

 

 

Figure 1:  Visual mockup showing the existing and proposed facility looking North. 
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Figure 2: Street view looking south at the existing facility. 

The proposed project is consistent with the General Plan’s policies. The project is in conformance 

with Chapter 12 Standard 12.5: E-S5.A (Electrical Transmission Lines) of the Energy Element 

because it proposes to increase the setbacks of existing utility poles to an adjacent private 

driveway, will consolidate utility pole infrastructure to minimize impacts on the viewshed, and 

increase the height of the existing infrastructure (45-feet to 55-feet), which will lessen the visual 

impacts of the project. Proposed development will meet Chapter 10.7.4 Standards (SR-S1) 

Development in Mapped Scenic Areas) because it proposes to consolidate utility pole 

infrastructure and increase the height of the existing infrastructure, which will lessen visual impacts 

of the project. 

The proposed project is consistent with the Trinidad Area Plan (TAP) policies. The Coastal 

Commercial Timberland (TC) designation (TAP) applies to the parcel adjacent to the project site. 

By increasing the setbacks between utility pole infrastructure to an existing driveway to allow for 

large logging trucks ingress/egress, the project will bring the site into conformance with the 

purpose of the TC designation by improving access to primary site uses. The Trinidad Area Plan 

Visual Resource Protection, Coastal Scenic Areas section requires that new public facility 

development shall be limited to above-ground power lines less than 30KV, the project proposes 

above-ground power lines with 12KV capacity and is therefore in compliance with the TAP. 

Public comments were received by the adjacent (driveway) property owner that initiated the 

requirement of a Coastal development Permit for the utility poles at the project site location. The 

primary concerns of the property owner included impacts to ingress/egress access for logging 

trucks for the existing driveway and utility pole (pole setback 2.8 feet north of the driveway) and 

negative impacts towards visual/scenic resources. The current project proposed by PG&E has 
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addressed the concerns of ingress/egress for logging trucks by increasing the utility pole setback 

to 18 feet from the northern driveway edge and will improve the visibility for car traffic along 

Patricks Point Drive by increasing the pole height to 55 feet. The proposal to relocate the pole 

closest to the existing driveway would result in approximately 44.6 feet between the faces of the 

electric distribution poles located closest to the driveway. 

 

This project was heard during the May 12th Planning Commission hearing where several concerns 

were raised about project design and siting. Without adequate information being available or a 

representative from PG&E present, it was decided to continue the project to the June 16th hearing 

date to provide PG&E with enough time to respond to the concerns expressed during the May 

hearing.  At the June 16th Planning Commission hearing this was continued to the July 7th hearing 

to allow for the project engineer to be available at the hearing.   

Additionally, subsequent to the May hearing PG&E provided additional clarification on the design 

decisions for the regulator. Per PG&E the electric distribution line regulator bank was installed at 

this location on the Trinidad 1102 circuit along Patrick’s Point Drive to avoid extended outages 

and improve service reliability to PG&E customers served by the Trinidad 1102, Orick 1102, and 

Orick 1101 circuits when there is planned and unplanned work at Big Lagoon Substation. To have 

the desired effect on service reliability, the electric distribution line regulators needed to be 

installed within a specific geographic area, which included the length of Patrick’s Point Drive. 

Because the Trinidad 1102 circuit runs along Patrick’s Point Drive, there were few opportunities 

other than this location that would avoid placing the equipment within a designated coastal 

scenic corridor or vista. The engineering team performed several site visits to evaluate locations 

where the equipment could be installed, and subsequently evaluated several alternatives. After 

considering all the alternatives, the project site was found to be the most suitable due to 

availability of existing right‐of‐way, accessibility, and environmental constraints. For example, 

other feasible locations would have required right‐of‐way acquisition, were not accessible for line 

trucks and construction equipment, and/or had environmental constraints, such as waterways or 

substantial initial vegetation clearing for construction and routine vegetation management for 

operations and maintenance. Additionally, installing the line regulator bank at the project site 

avoided the need for additional aboveground PG&E facilities to improve service reliability, which 

could further impact the scenic character of the area. For these reasons, the project location was 

determined to be the least impactful to land and environmental resources. This project has 

provided improved service reliability to 1,226 electric meters in the coastal area. 

Alternative: Several alternatives may be considered: 1) The Planning Commission could elect not 

to hear this item and put the decision making in front of the Planning Commission.  Any decision 

to place this matter before the Planning Commission must be done before opening the public 

hearing on this project; 2) The Planning Commission could elect to add or delete conditions of 

approval; 3) The Planning Commission could deny approval of the requested permits if you are 

unable to make all of the required findings.  Planning Division staff is confident that the required 

findings can be made based on the submitted evidence and subject to the recommended 

conditions of approval.  Consequently, planning staff does not recommend further consideration 

of these alternatives. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 22- 

Record Number PLN-14376-CDP 

Adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number:  517-041-016 

 

Resolution by the Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the 

California Environmental Quality Act and conditionally approving the PG&E After-the-Fact Coastal 

Development Permit (14376) 

 

WHEREAS, PG&E submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a Coastal 

Development Permit to allow for the removal, replacement, and installation of three utility poles in 

order to allow for sufficient clearance of vehicles using the adjacent property driveway; and  

 

WHEREAS, the project is categorically exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 

15303(d) of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County Planning Division has reviewed the submitted application and evidence and 

has referred the application and evidence to involved reviewing agencies for site inspections, 

comments, and recommendations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing onJuly 

7, 2022; reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for a Coastal Development Permit; 

and reviewed and considered all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Planning Commission makes all the following findings: 

 

1. FINDING:  Project Description: A Coastal Development Permit to modify an 

existing electric distribution facility previously constructed without 

permits. Proposed modifications to the facility consist of the following: 

removal of one 45-foot-tall utility pole, replacement of two 45-foot-

tall utility poles with 55-foot-tall poles, installation of a new 55-foot-tall 

pole and 3 platform mounted voltage regulators. The poles were 

installed within the County right-of-way and near the driveway that 

serves parcel 517-041-016. An existing utility pole is located 8-feet 

south of the existing driveway and will remain in place. The design 

standards for allowable pole sizes for platform mounted voltage 

regulators has changed to a 55-foot-tall pole, while the previous 

standards allowed for a 45-foot-tall pole. All poles must be the same 

height to allow the electric distribution line to be at the same height. 

PG&E is proposing to install three (3) 55-foot-tall poles in accordance 

with these standards. These new poles would be 10-feet taller than 

the existing 45-foot-tall poles. Additionally, the height of the 

conductor and distribution line would change from 39-feet to 47-feet. 

The voltage regulators and other equipment will remain at 

approximately the same height. The development does not qualify 

for the repair and maintenance exclusion under Coastal Act Section 

30610(d) because the new poles are an expansion of the existing 

pole layout that supports the existing electric distribution line. No 

major vegetation removal occurred as part of the installation of the 

existing poles. 
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 EVIDENCE: a) Project File: PLN-14376-CDP 

    

2. FINDING:  CEQA: The requirements of the California Environmental quality Act 

have been met. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) The project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 

15303 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

 

   FINDINGS FOR COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT (CDP) 

    

3. FINDING:  The proposed development is in conformance within the Trinidad 

Area Plan (TAP). 

 

 EVIDENCE: a) The project is in conformance with Chapter 12 Standard 12.5: E-S5.A 

(Electrical Transmission Lines) of the Energy Element: “Transmission line 

rights-of-way shall be routed to minimize impacts on the viewshed in 

the coastal zone, especially in highly scenic areas, and to avoid 

locations that are on or near habitat, recreational, or archaeological 

resources, whenever feasible. Scarring, grading, or other vegetative 

removal shall be minimized and revegetated with plants similar to 

those in the area.”. The project is consistent with the Chapter 12 

Standard because it proposes to increase the setbacks of existing 

utility poles to an adjacent private driveway, will consolidate utility 

pole infrastructure to minimize impacts on the viewshed, and 

increase the height of the existing infrastructure (45-feet to 55-feet), 

which will lessen the visual impacts of the project.  

 

  b) Development is proposed to meet Chapter 10.7.4 Standards (SR-S1. 

Development in Mapped Scenic Areas): “Discretionary and 

ministerial development shall avoid visual disturbance of natural 

contours, hilltops, tree lines, forest landscapes, bluffs and rock 

outcroppings, to the maximum extent feasible. Roads and public 

utility corridors shall be as narrow as feasible and follow natural 

contours. Natural features disturbed for construction purposes shall 

be restored to as close to natural condition as feasible.” The project 

is consistent with the Chapter 10 Standards because it proposes to 

consolidate utility pole infrastructure and increase the height of the 

existing infrastructure, which will lessen visual impacts of the project.  

 

  c) The project will neither add nor subtract from the County’s Housing 

Inventory (Chapter 8.4 Goals & Policies: H-G4. Residential Land 

Inventory). The project is consistent with the County’s Housing 

Element. 

  d) The project is not in an environmentally sensitive habitat area and 

there are no watercourses within 100 feet of the project development 

area.  No referral agencies cited any potential issue regarding 

biological resources.  Due to these findings, no threats to sensitive and 

critical habitats are expected. 
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  e) The project is consistent with the goals and policies of the Trinidad 

Area Plan (TAP). The Coastal Commercial Timberland (TC) 

designation (TAP) applies to the parcel adjacent to the project site, 

which is currently developed with a single-family residence. The 

proposed project is an after-the-fact CDP to increase the setbacks of 

the existing utility poles to the adjacent private driveway by removing 

one pole, replacing two poles, and installing one pole in a new 

location. By increasing the setbacks between utility pole 

infrastructure to an existing driveway to allow for large logging trucks 

ingress/egress, the project proposes to bring the site into 

conformance with the purpose of the TC designation: “to protect 

productive timberlands for long-term production of merchantable 

timber”. 

  f) 

 

The Trinidad Area Plan Visual Resource Protection, Coastal Scenic 

Areas section states that: “New industrial and public facility 

development shall be limited to: … Underground utilities, telephone 

lines, and above-ground power lines less than 30KV.” The project is 

outside of Coastal Scenic Areas and proposes above-ground power 

lines with 12KV capacity and is therefore in compliance with the TAP. 

  g) 

 

 

 

 

 

No biological resources were identified within the project area. The 

project site is currently developed with three 45-foot utility poles and 

two platform mounted voltage regulators. There are no significant 

areas of natural habitat or vegetation on the site. As such, a review 

of the project site has determined that the site is not located within a 

riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community, nor is located 

within or near any known wetland areas. Vegetation was removed 

to install the existing utility poles; the biologist representing PG&E 

stated that there are no impacts that would require mitigation or be 

a significantly impact surrounding biological resources. 

 

   The project site is not located within a designated coastal scenic 

area however the project will not impact any protected visual 

resources within the County. The facility is located along the eastern 

portion of the roadway; therefore, the facility will not have any 

impact to views toward the coastal vista from any public views.  The 

facility is also sited in a right-of-way (or easement) area typical for 

electrical infrastructure in the most feasible location. The proposed 

scale, setbacks, and development intensity are in scale with existing 

utility infrastructure in the area surrounding the project and will result 

in a less than significant impact to aesthetics.  The project is not 

located within an area that will obstruct coastal/scenic views, the 

proposed increase in utility pole height (10 feet) is a nominal increase 

to existing infrastructure that is visually slim in nature and will not result 

in any new obstruction of vista or public viewpoints; therefore, the 

proposed height increase is not anticipated to negatively impact 

visual resources in the area.  

 

  i) 

 

The project complies with the County’s Housing Element as it will not 

add to nor subtract from the County Housing Inventory. 
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  j) The project is located in a low-moderate instability geologic area. 

The project area is located outside of the 100-year flood zone and is 

not within a tsunami inundation area. The project is within the State 

Fire Responsibility Area for fire protection, and with police services 

provided by the County of Humboldt Sheriff’s Department. The 

project proposes the replacement of two utility poles (45-feet to be 

55-feet), removal of one pole, and installation of one pole (55-feet). 

Based on these findings, the proposed development does not 

increase risks to hazards. 

4. FINDING:  The proposed development is consistent with the purpose of the 

existing primary zone (Commercial Timber (TC)) in which the site is 

located. The proposed development conforms to all applicable 

standards and requirements of these regulations. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) The project is located on a parcel with the Commercial Timber (TC) 

zoning designation (HCC 313-7.2). Principally permitted uses in the TC 

Zone include “Single Family Residential, General Agriculture, Timber 

Production, Cottage Industry… and Minor Utilities to serve these 

uses.” The project proposes minor utility removal, replacement, and 

installation for existing utility infrastructure. The proposed utility 

facilities support the intended uses of the zone district. 

  

  b) The project’s proposed setbacks between the poles and existing 

private driveway/roadway include: an existing pole to remain with 

an 8-foot setback (distance between pole’s north face to the 

southern edge of the driveway), a proposed pole with an 18-foot 

setback (distance between pole’s south face to the northern edge 

of the driveway), and a minimum proposed pole face setback from 

the road fog line of 15-feet for all proposed poles. 

  c) The project is located on a parcel with the Combining Zone-D (Design 

Review) zone designation (HCC 313-19.1.1): “The purpose of these 

regulations is to provide design review for conformance of new 

development with the policies and standards of the General Plan, 

and to provide for a design review process where neighborhoods 

within the same zone district desire to preserve or enhance the area’s 

historical, cultural or scenic values.”.  

 

  d) The project is located on a parcel with the Combining Zone-R 

(Streams and Riparian Corridor Protection) zone designation (HCC 

313-33.1.1): “The purpose of these regulations is to provide for the 

maintenance, enhancement, and, where feasible, restoration of 

water resources by restricting development, and by minimizing 

adverse effects of runoff, interference with surface waterflow, and 

alteration of natural streams, and by protecting riparian habitats.”. 

The project proposes minor utility removal, replacement, and 

installation for existing utility infrastructure; proposed development is 

not anticipated to have a negative impact on water resources or 

riparian habitats because there are none existing within the area of 

the proposed facility. 
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  e) The project includes the installation of Minor Utilities, the proposed 

utility wires are 12 kilovolts, to serve permitted uses within the TC zone. 

The Civic Development Impact Use Type for Major Electrical 

Distribution Lines does not apply for this project, this use type includes 

electrical utility wires, 60 kilovolt or larger, either above ground or 

underground, including supporting towers, poles and 

appurtenances, which are used for distributing, conveying or 

transmitting electrical energy (HCC 313-171.4.1).  

 

  f) The project includes the installation of Minor Utilities, the proposed 

utility wires are 12 kilovolts, to serve development within the TC zone. 

The Civic Development Impact Use Type for Major Electrical 

Distribution Lines does not apply for this project. The project meets the 

Required Mitigation measures for Major Electrical Transmission Lines 

(HCC 313-73.1.3) which includes HCC 313-73.1.3.4: “Transmission lines 

shall be routed to avoid the crests of roadways to minimize their 

visibility on distant views. Where visual impacts will be minimized, lines 

shall cross roadways at downhill low elevation sites or curves in the 

road, wherever feasible.” 

 

5. FINDING:  The proposed development and conditions under which it may be 

operated or maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, 

safety, or welfare; or materially injurious to property or improvements 

in the vicinity. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) The project is an after-the-fact permit for the removal of one existing 

45-foot-tall utility pole, replacement of two existing 45-foot-tall utility 

poles with 55-foot-tall poles, the installation of one 55-foot-tall utility 

pole, and two platform mounted voltage regulators. The purpose of 

the project is to increase the setback distance between existing utility 

poles and the edges of an adjacent driveway to allow for improved 

large logging truck ingress/egress. Referral agencies provided 

conditional approval comments for the project.  No detrimental 

effects to public health, safety and welfare have been identified. The 

project is not expected to be detrimental to property values in the 

vicinity nor pose any kind of public health hazard.  

    

6. FINDING:  The proposed development does not reduce the residential density 

for any parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and 

Community Development in determining compliance with housing 

element law. 

    

 EVIDENCE: a) The project will not add to nor subtract from the Housing Inventory.   
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DECISION 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Planning 

Commission does hereby: 

 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 

• Conditionally approves the Coastal Development Permit for PG&E, based upon 

the Findings and Evidence and subject to the conditions of approval attached 

hereto as Attachment 1 and incorporated herein by reference; and 

 

 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 7, 2022 

 

I, John H. Ford, Planning Commission of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the foregoing 

to be a true and correct record of the action taken on the above entitled matter by said Planning 

Commission at a meeting held on the date noted above. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________                           

John H. Ford, Planning Commission 

Planning and Building Department 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

Conditions of Approval for the Coastal Development Permit  

  

APPROVAL OF THE PERMITS IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND REQUIREMENTS  

 

Conditions of Approval: 

 

1. The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary County and State permits and licenses, 

and for meeting all requirements set forth by other regulatory agencies. 

 

2. Per the County Public Works Department comment dated January 28, 2020, the applicant, 

PG&E, obtains an annual encroachment permit each year to work within the County road 

right-of-way. 

 

3. The work shall be conducted in accordance with the Application signed September 5, 2018, 

and revised site plan submitted on November 16, 2021.  

 

4. Changes in the project other than Minor Deviations from the Site Plan as provided in HCC 

Section 312-11.1 shall require a modification of this permit. 

 

5. Applicant shall obtain a Building Permit that includes an engineered grading, erosion, and 

sediment control plan. 

 

6. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth 

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board 

of Supervisors.  The Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the decision. Any and 

all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the application to decision by the 

Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.  

 

7. A Notice of Exemption (NOE) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this project 

in accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. Within three days of the effective date of 

permit approval, it is requested that the applicant submit a check or money order for the 

required filing fee in the amount of $50 payable to the Humboldt County Clerk/Recorder. If 

this payment is not received within this time period, the Department will file the NOE and will 

charge this fee to the project. 

 

8. Applicant shall be responsible to correct any involved drainage problems within the County 

Road right of way to the satisfaction of this Department. 

 

9.  If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor on site shall 

cease all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A 

qualified archaeologist as well as the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to 

be contacted to evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and lead 

agency, develop a treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be 

avoided.  

 

 

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) can provide information regarding the 

appropriate Tribal point(s) of contact for a specific area; the NAHC can be reached at 916-

653- 4082. Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened 
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midden soils, groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human 

remains are found, California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner 

be contacted immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be 

Native American, the NAHC will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine appropriate 

treatment of the remains pursuant to PRC 5097.98. Violators shall be prosecuted in 

accordance with PRC Section 5097.99. 

 

The applicant is responsible for ensuring compliance with this condition. 

 

Informational Notes: 

 

1. If buried archaeological or historical resources are encountered during construction activities, 

the contractor on-site shall call all work in the immediate area to halt temporarily, and a 

qualified archaeologist is to be contacted to evaluate the materials.  Prehistoric materials may 

include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, groundstone artifacts, 

dietary bone, and human burials.  If human burial is found during construction, state law 

requires that the County Coroner be contacted immediately.  If the remains are found to be 

those of a Native American, the California Native American Heritage Commission will then be 

contacted by the Coroner to determine appropriate treatment of the remains. The applicant 

is ultimately responsible for ensuring compliance with this condition. 

 

2. The applicant is responsible for receiving all necessary permits and/or approvals from other 

federal, state and local agencies.  

 

3. The after-the-fact Coastal Development Permit shall expire and become null and void at the 

expiration of one (1) year after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”); All 

permit conditions of the follow up CDP shall be satisfied prior to such anniversary date. The 

term of this permit may be extended as provided by Section 312-11.3 of the Humboldt County 

Code. 

 

4. The Applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth 

in the schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board 

of Supervisors. The Department will provide a bill to the Applicant after the Planning 

Commission decision.  Any and all outstanding Planning fees to cover the processing of the 

application to decision by the Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning 

Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

 

Attachment 2 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant 

in support of making the required findings.  The following materials are on file with the Planning 

Division: 

 

• Application Form (on file) 

• Site Plan (attached) 

• Project Description (attached) 

• County Public Works Department issued 2020 Annual Encroachment Permit (Permit No. 2015) 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

Referral Agency Comments and Recommendation 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation On File Attached 

County Building 

Inspection Division 
No No Response    

Yurok Tribe No No Response   

County Public Works 

Department Yes 

Commented that this is 

allowed per PG&E 

encroachment permit 

 
✓ 

 

Northwest Information 

Center 
Yes Comments ✓  

Cal Coastal Commission No No Response   

 

 

 

 

  

PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 26



ATTACHMENT 4 

Public Comment 
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PG&E Letter dated May 10, 2017
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1

Hello Leiloni….you have requested a summary email setting forth my position regarding Project file 14376.  The reasons 

for my opposition to the current location of Regulator 23653 are set forth in the prepared presentation which I will 
submit to the public record at the upcoming hearing before the Zoning Administrator: Statement of Jeff Guttero in 
Opposition and Statement of Jeffrey D. Cyphers.  That presentation demonstrates that:  1.  Regulator 23653 creates an 
aesthetic anomaly on the iconic coastal redwood roadway known as Patrick’s Point Drive in Trinidad, California;  2:  
PG&E mischaracterized this piece of equipment as a “Replacement” facility in an attempt to claim an exemption from 
the requirement for a Coastal Development Permit;  3.  This Regulator was built in violation of California Public Utilities 
Commission General Order 95 which dictates the proper location for utility facilities relative to a permitted access to the 
roadway;   4. Regulator 23653 obstructs my property’s logging truck access to Patrick’s Point Drive;  and 5.  The location 
of this Regulator creates a safety hazard for traffic on Patrick’s Point Drive when my driveway is used by logging trucks. 

Now, in light of these valid objections to the current location of this equipment, PG&E submits a “Construction Sketch” 
which proposes to relocate Regulator 23653 a few feet north of its current location on Patrick’s Point Drive.  In this 
manner, the utility seeks to:  1.  circumvent the requirements for a Coastal Development Permit relating to the aesthetic 
sensitivity of this neighborhood  and;  2.  obfuscate it’s sordid history relating to the current placement of this 
equipment.  In the final analysis,  the proposed relocation of this Regulator totally disregards the aesthetics of the area 
exactly as was the case when it was misplaced in the first instance.  Given that PG&E’s new proposal contemplates the 
disassembly of the existing facility for reconstruction at a different location, I submit that it should be removed to an 
altogether different area which is not as aesthetically sensitive as Patrick’s Point Drive on the redwood coast. 
Respectively submitted,  
Jeff Guttero 
2625 Patrick’s Point Drive 

Public Comment Combined
PG&E Coastal Development Permit

PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 33



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 34



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 35



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 36



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 37



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 38



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 39



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 40



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                      July 7, 2022 Page 41



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 42



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 43



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 44



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 45



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 46



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 47



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 48



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 49



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 50



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 51



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 52



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 53



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 54



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 55



PLN-14376-CDP PG&E After-the-Fact CDP                                                     July 7, 2022 Page 56



1

McClenagan, Laura

Subject: FW: Project file 14376

From: Jane Williams <janewilliams99@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 12:40 PM 
To: Leiloni Shine <leiloni@landlogistics.com> 
Subject: Project file 14376 
 
Hi, 
 
I live on Patrick's Point Drive, next door to Jeff Guttero, and have lived here for 20 years.  
 
I concur, that relocating Regulator 23653, is a good idea. Such a massive, unsightly behemoth of a 
utility located right along our beautiful road should have never been put there in the first place.  
 
Therefore, I am requesting, for aesthetic reasons, that it be moved, and not just moved into someone else's 
view. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Jane Williams  
707‐362‐6772 
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1

McClenagan, Laura

Subject: Project File # 14376  P.G.&E. Patricks Point Drive

From: Tim Doran <timsourdough@aol.com>  
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2022 9:19 PM 
To: Leiloni Shine <leiloni@landlogistics.com> 
Subject: Project File # 14376 P.G.&E. Patricks Point Drive 
 
Dear Ms. Shine, 
As a property owner "down the street" from P.G.&E.'s massive structure that was built 
six years ago on Patricks Point Drive, I'm writing to demand that Humboldt County 
Planning Dept. and the Calif. Coastal Commission insist that P.G.&E. relocate this 
awful eyesore off of Patricks Point Drive. It was unbelievable that P.G.&E. choose 
to erect this structure in it's present location. Patricks Point Drive is known for  
being one of the most scenic roads in Humboldt County. During the summer months, 
thousands of people travel on Patricks Point Drive to take in the beautiful views of 
the coastline and to visit Sue-Meg State Park (formally known as Patricks Point 
State Park). Why in the world should P.G.&E. be allowed to erect such a ugly  
structure in such a sensitive location, negatively impacting the area's natural beauty.  
It's my request that Humboldt County Planning direct P.G.&E. to relocate the 
structure somewhere else, where it can be hidden from public view. 
Sincerely, 
Tim Doran 
3320 Patricks Point Drive 
P.O. Box 1231 
Trinidad, Ca. 95570 
(707) 677-3831 
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Leiloni Shine
To: Johnson, Cliff; Moxon, Delilah; McClenagan, Laura; Lippre, Suzanne; Giannini, Trip
Cc: Robby Thacker
Subject: Fwd: PG&E Voltage Regulation on Patricks Point Drive
Date: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 8:06:45 AM

Good morning, 
Please see the comments received for the PG&E project #14376.

Thank you
Leiloni Shine
Land Logistics, Inc.
(707)671-6928

From: William Nelson <william_e_nelson@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, June 13, 2022, 10:00 AM
To: Leiloni Shine <leiloni@landlogistics.com>
Subject: PG&E Voltage Regulation on Patricks Point Drive

Dear Leiloni Shine,
I live on Patricks Point Dr., in Trinidad. I am very interested in being at the upcoming
meeting on the Voltage Regulation issues and PG&E's actions on Patricks Point Dr.
I left you a long phone message. And I just wanted to reiterate a few of my
comments.
I have a background in Electrical Engineering. I have two degrees in this field. And I
am so old that I actually took a number of courses in this area. (Just prior to the
transistor taking over the World). 
I also worked as an intern for PG&E. One year in the General Office in San
Francisco. Specifically, power distribution lines and equipment. The General Office
set the standards for all of PG&E.
The second year, I worked in the San Francisco Division office. In electrical
distribution. Quite a change. From standards to on the ground training. 
However, I was lured away from PG&E by the Siren Song of technology in Silicon
Valley. I ended up working in Aerospace for over 40 years. Mostly as an Engineer.
Only being forced into management positions occasionally.
I am somewhat unclear what PG&E plans were when they installed this equipment.
Possibly you could expand, beyond the words, like, voltage regulation. 
If there is anyone else in the planning department, on the Planning Commission, etc,
who might be interested in talking to me, that would be great. If I could be connected
with the PG&E engineer who did the design of this 'voltage regulation' system, that
would be even better. 
Th
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

From: McClenagan, Laura
To: Giannini, Trip
Subject: FW: Project # 14376 on Patricks Point Dr, Trinidad
Date: Thursday, June 23, 2022 9:48:52 AM
Attachments: image002.png

From: Leiloni Shine <leiloni@landlogistics.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 23, 2022 9:29 AM
To: Johnson, Cliff <CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Moxon, Delilah <DMoxon@co.humboldt.ca.us>;
McClenagan, Laura <lmcclenagan2@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Lippre, Suzanne
<SLippre@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: FW: Project # 14376 on Patricks Point Dr, Trinidad

Good morning,
Please see the public comment received and forwarded to the applicant, PG&E (below).

Thank you,

Leiloni Shine
Land Logistics, Inc.
(707)671-6928

From: William Nelson <william_e_nelson@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2022 12:07 PM
To: Leiloni Shine <leiloni@landlogistics.com>
Subject: Project # 14376 on Patricks Point Dr, Trinidad

Hello Leiloni,
I have some questions with regard to the use and function of the regulator which is the
subject of Project file 14376.
Would you please ask PG&E to provide contact information for a utility representative
whom I can contact directly in order to ascertain such information regarding this facility.
Thank you in advance for your help.
Bill
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