
^Ha^es^Kath^

From: Sundberg, Ryan
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2016 8:23 AM
To: Hayes, Kathy
Subject: FW: Tax

Can you print this out for the board?

Ryan Sundberg
Humboldt County 5th
District Supervisor
707-476-2395

Original Message
From: Isaiah EFF risaiah@emeraldfamilyfarms.com1

Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2016 06:45 AM Pacific Standard Time
To: Sundberg, Ryan
Subject: Tax

I support the idea of a tax, but concerned with how much the state is already taxing. If both Mcguire and Woods bill pass we'll be
looking at a 25% increase already. Even if those taxes are suppose to be levied at the distributor and retail, they will be passed down
to the farmer until mandatory distribution comes into play. Coming in to high will simply encoiu-age black market Grower's and do
nothing to fix the environmental problems in the county. It seems that all the state money will go to enforcement and some
remediation (I believe the remediation dollars will start on public lands and on private timber holdings, as its money well spent, it
does nothing to help the small farmers who can't afford the permitting process and the ability to get funds for remediation to come into
the regulatory system). None of this money comes back to Humboldt from the state for schools, mental health, drug rehabilitation,
social services, infrastructure, economic growth, or tourism. The state has 60% of the tax money going back for enforcement 30% to
local law enforcement and 30% to DFW and the water board. With that all being said if they're is a local tax let's make sure money
goes back to the services that aren't being taken care of by the state. 20% schools, 20% economic growth/infrastructure (fixing roads
and small business loans), 20% mental illness/drug rehabilitation, 20%remediation (within the Cannabis community, let's help the
people that can't get into the system), and 20% enforcement. The other part of this is if only the taxes are charged to those coming into
the system (which were stoked to pay if it stays local and comes back to our communities). It simply encourages the black market. If
all Cannabis farmers were taxed by the air or google earth, like the building department accesses new buildings the tax could be lower
and generate a lot more money. If you build a house in Humboldt and the sheriffs office flys your crop you get a tax bill for your
buildings and your land at the end of the year. Why should it be any different for cultivation. That should be the approach why punish
those who are coming in with more taxes while encourage black market environmentally destructive grows at the same time. I like the
tiered approach but let's encourage the "cottage industry Grower's" to stay small. Maybe make them tax exempt from the local tax.
And then slowly tier up maybe increasing up to $2 a square foot. Tier 1 -$.50, Tier 2- $1, Tier 2- $2. All thou^ the tiers make a lot of
since now what happens if the market crashes and the price bottoms out to $600 a pound. A set tiered amount will allow other
localities the chance to be more competitive in the future. Farmers would then see very thin margins decrease while the county would
get the same amount. The second option would be a value based tax use Berkley as the prime example with their 2.5% gross receipt
tax. As the market fluctuates the county could retain the same percentage of the profits but not squeeze the farmer so bad. I think the
biggest thing is to wait and see what happens at the state, let's not just see dollar signs and discourage more people to stay black
market by levying taxes that are to high. Secondly let make sure the money is spent on services the state taxes aren't helping. Third tax
all Grower's don't just punish the ones that are tying to come in. Fourth encourage the smallest Grower's to stay small by making them
tax exempt or in the lowest possible tier.

Thanks,



• "m,. V

Isaiah O'Donnell

Emerald Family Farms

Sent from my iPhone



North Coast Accountable Care Community Leadership Team

June 19,2016

Humboldt County Board of Supervisors

County of Humboldt

825 Sth Street

Eureka CA, 95501

Member

Organizations

RE: Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Excise Tax on November 2016 Ballot

Dear Humboldt County Board of Supervisors,

California Center for

Rural Policy

Hospice of Humboldt

Humboldt County
Department of Health
and Human Services

Humboldt Independent
Practice Association

Humboldt Medical

Specialists

Mad River Community
Hospital

Open Door Community
Health Centers

St Joseph Health—
Humboldt County

United Indian Health

Services

We understand the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors is currently evaluating
whether or not to place a commercial cannabis cultivation excise tax measure on the

ballot for the November 8, 2016 general election. Proposed ballot language indicates
that the funds received as a result of the excise tax will be used to maintain and improve
essential services such as:

•  Public safety, parks, and job creation;

•  Crime investigation/prosecution;

•  Children's mental health services;

•  Environmental cleanup/restoration; and

•  Other County services

As members of the Humboldt County healthcare community, we are dismayed the
proposed measure does not include language that reflects allocations to critical
community-based substance use disorder (SLID) prevention and treatment services, as
well as behavioral health resources for adults. Local funding would provide a critical
resource In leveraging state and federal funding for SUD treatment expansion.

As you are well aware, data on alcohol and other drug use (AOD) reveals a significant
health crisis in Humboldt County. The estimated age-adjusted mortality rate from drug-
related deaths in Humboldt County residents is 46.4 per 100,000 persons—three times
the state average and the Healthy People 2020 guidelines.' Humboldt's rates of AOD
overdoses, traffic injuries, suicide, liver disease and chronic alcohol abuse are two to

three times the California statewide rates." Further, polling of local health care
providers indicates that perceptions of drug-related crime contributes to physician
recruitment and retention challenges. Addressing these Issues will require coordination
across healthcare and human service stakeholders, and a comprehensive set of services,

including adequate support for behavioral health programs and SLID treatment and
prevention.

As the Board of Supervisors contemplates placing an excise tax measure on the

November ballot, we urge you to include language in the measure that addresses SUD
prevention, treatment and behavioral health resources. We cannot envision more

essential or critical services in need of funding.

Thank you for considering this request.

c/o California Center for Rural Policy, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 707.826.34OO office



North Coast Accountable Care Community Leadership Team

Sincerely,

Connie Stewart

Executive Director, California Center for Rural Policy

Martin Love

rhipf fyefiitiv«j_Offli^r, Humhnldt lnriPMnd«irkt Practirp A!^u>ciatlon

Steve Engle
Chief Operating Offker, Mad River Community Hospital

Dr. David O'Brien,

Presideri^^t. Joseph H^^lh-.Hiifribo1dt County

Herrmann Spetzter

Chief Executive Officer, Open Door Community Health Centers

Bruce, Kessler, MD

Gregory Gibb, MD

' "Key Indicators for Humboldt County Mortality and Morbidity Related to Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) Use and
Abuse, 2011-2015." Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services, April 2016.

" "Community Health Assessment 2013." Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services, March
2014. <www.cdph.ca.gov/data/informatics/Documents/3-19-14%20CHA%20Release.pdf>

c/o California Center for Rural Policy, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 707.826.3400 office
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North Coast Accountable Care Community Leadership Team

Sincerely,

Connie Stewart

Executive Director, California Center for Rural Policy

Lv-^-c—
Martin Love

rhif»f Fxer»titfg_Offif^r. Humboldit Inri^oendent Practice Association

Steve Er^le
Chief Operating Officer, Mad River Comnunity Hospital

Dr. David O'Brien^

Presidea^t. Joseph He^h- jfi/nbotdt County

Herrmann Spetzler
Chief Executive Officer, Open Door Community Health Centers

/

Bruce, Kessler, MD

Gregory Gibb, MD

' "Key Indicators for Humboldt County Mortality and Morbidity Related to Alcohol and Other Drug (ADD) Use and
Abuse, 2011-2015." Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services, April 2016.

" "Community Health Assessment 2013." Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services, March
2014. <www.cdph.ca.gov/data/informatics/Documents/3-19-14%20CHA%20Release.pdf>

c/o California Center for Rural Policy, Humboldt State University. Arcata, CA 707.826.3400 office
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Sincerely,

Connie Stewart

Executive Director, California Center for Rural Policy

Martin love

rhipf FxertitiwOffir^r, Humb<^ldl Indpi^nd^nt Practice A^^oiation

Steve Ei>gle
Chief Operating Offker, Mad River Comrtunity Hospital

Dr. David O'Brien^

PresiderAp^t. Joseph Hedfth-Kidfnboldt County

Herrmann Spetzler

Chief Executive Officer, Open Door Community Health Centers

//1/;

Bruce, Kessler, MD

Gregory GIbb, MD

' "Key Indicators for Humboldt County Mortality and Morbidity Related to Alcohol and Other Drug (ADD) Use and
Abuse, 2011-2015." Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services, April 2016.

" "Community Health Assessment 2013." Humboldt County Department of Health and Human Services, March
2014. <www.cdph.ca.gov/data/informatics/Documents/3-19-14%20CHA%20Release.pdf>

c/o California Center for Rural Policy, Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA 707.826.3400 office


