
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

For the meeting of: 12/14/2021

File #: 21-1802

To: Board of Supervisors

From: Clerk of the Board

Agenda Section: Departmental

SUBJECT:
Discussion of At-Large Planning Commissioner’s Potential Conflict of Interest.

RECOMMENDATION(S):
That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Consider removing Melanie McCavour from the Planning Commissioner due to a conflict of
interest.

SOURCE OF FUNDING:
N/A

DISCUSSION:
The Clerk of the Board’s Office has been notified of a potential conflict of interest for At-Large
Planning Commission Melanie McCavour. Melanie McCavour was recently hired as the Tribal
Historic Preservation Office (THPO) for the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria (Bear
River).  The county’s cannabis ordinance requires that commercial cannabis be set back 600 feet from
Tribal Cultural Resources. This is evaluated and approved by the THPO position for a monetary fee.
Therefore, Ms. McCavour would have to recluse herself from any projects that she interacts with on
behalf of her THPO position. She would also have to disclose any information gathered during the
THPO evaluation. Lastly, with having to recluse herself from several agenda items, it could potentially
interfere with reaching a quorum vote for numerous Planning Commissions items. Therefore,
considering removing Ms. McCavour and replacing the At-Large position would benefit both the
applicants and the Planning Commission.

Commissioner Melanie McCavour was appointed to the Planning Commission in January 2019.  Her
term would end on Jan. 31, 2023.

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
N/A

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK:
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This action supports your Board’s Strategic Framework by providing community-appropriate levels of
service

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
N/A

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Board discretion

ATTACHMENTS:
Current Planning Commission Roster

PREVIOUS ACTION/REFERRAL:
Board Order No.: N/A
Meeting of: N/A
File No.: N/A
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