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February 16, 2022 

 

To: Humboldt County Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Measure Z Expenditures 

From: Nick Pape, Chief Shelter Cove Fire  
 

Dear Committee Members, 

The Shelter Cove Fire Department (SCFD), part of the Resort Improvement District No. 
1 (RID) fully endorses Humboldt County Department of Public Works’ (DPW) application 
(Humboldt County Roadway/Evacuation Route and Firebreak Wildfire Resiliency 
Project) for Measure Z funding in 2022. The condition of Humboldt County’s road 
system may be one of the most overlooked aspects of public safety in the entire county. 
While local police, fire, and emergency medical services agencies are vital to the well-
being of county residences, none of us would be able do our jobs safely, access people 
in need, and extinguish structure & wildfires without a safe and adequately maintained 
county road system.  

In Shelter Cove and throughout our County, the lack of funding for County roads 
maintenance & repair has led to overgrown roads, deteriorated road surfaces, and failed 
culverts. Fully funding this application is critical to addressing our overgrown roadways 
and will build on the fuel reduction work already funded and planned for this year. This 
requested funding will also help propel support for additional state and federal 
resources to increase community resiliency to wildfires. 

It’s true that the improved condition of the Humboldt County roads may not be as 
obvious as showing off a new fire engine or seeing more law enforcement officers on 
the streets, but when it comes to the safety of the public in Humboldt County, most 
public safety positions rely on the Humboldt County roads in order to deliver the 
increase in services & capacity they have already achieved through Measure Z funding.  

Recently SCFD and the RID worked with the Humboldt County Fire Safe Council to 
successfully acquire Cal Fire-Wildfire Prevention grant funding for $165,000 to further 
treat vegetation along 10 miles of Humboldt County roads in Shelter Cove. Cal Fire’s 
financial commitment to funding roadside projects like this demonstrates that the need 
of treating our roadways in this manor is worth pursuing and funding. Just within the 



Shelter Cove development there are over 40 miles of paved Humboldt County roads 
and each one of them is capable of becoming a vital firebreak during a wildfire. 

DPW’s proposed treatment will cut back brush off the road easement and in certain 
locations limb trees up to 30 feet in height which will greatly increase the chances that 
wildfires can be contained and extinguished on the roadside and help protect civilians & 
public safety workers as they evacuate/aid in evacuation on these road systems. 

An example of increased wildfire resiliency by creating/enhancing roadway fuel breaks 
was on August 9th, 2020, when SCFD responded to vehicle fire on Shelter Cove Rd. A 
truck pulling a camper caught fire in an area previously treated (for fuel reduction) with 
funds provided by Measure Z funding in 2019. This treatment helped keep the fire from 
spreading quickly into the tree canopy allowing SCFD to quickly contain the fire just off 
the roadside.  

The SCFD feels strongly that the Humboldt County Department of Public Works’ 
application for Measure Z funding (Humboldt County Roadway/Evacuation Route and 
Firebreak Wildfire Resiliency Project) be supported in full to ensure that county roads 
are in a condition that allows our first responders to rapidly and safely access the 
people in need and to better contain wildfires. 

 

Take care and be safe, 

Nick Pape  

Fire Chief 

Shelter Cove Fire  

 
 
 



Shelter Cove Community Roadway/Evacuation Route and Firebreak Wildfire Resiliency Project 
Project Objectives: All roads within the commuinty will have the hazardus fuels treated along
Humboldt County roadways to improve the quailty and saftey of Shelter Cove's evacuation routes and roadways (firebreaks). 

Legend    

CA Coastal Conservancy Wildfire Resilience (2022) – RID/DPW – Request for Funding (Roadways to be treated)

CAL FIRE Fire Prevention Grant (2021) HumCo Fire Safe Council & DPW– Grant Funding Approved (for roadway treatments)

CAL FIRE Forest Health Grant (2021) BLM – Grant Funding Approved (for roadway/fuel break treatments)

Measure Z (2019) - DPW- Roadside Treatments Funded & Work Completed

Measure Z (2022) - DPW - Request for Funding (Roadways to be treated)

RID Staff Roadside Treatments Completed (2019 to 2021)
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