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October 12, 2018 

 

Emerald Holdings, LLC 

Attn: Brett Todoroff 

P.O. Box 194 

Garberville, CA 95542 

 

RE:  Permit Application No. 12823          APN 222-222-003 Case No.: PLN-12823_CUP 

 

Dear  Brett Todoroff, 

 

Thank you for your submittal of the above referenced application for a commercial cannabis 

permit on December 27, 2016 for 5,000 square feet of existing mixed light and 8,150 square feet 

of existing outdoor cannabis cultivation. Prior correspondence regarding the project has 

included an Incomplete Letter dated February 9, 2017, an application withdrawal notice letter 

dated August 9, 2017, and violation meeting on March 13, 2018. Additional application materials 

were received on September 18, 2017. Unfortunately, after review the application submittal was 

found not to contain all of the required information and we are unable to move the permit 

forward at this time.   

 

Listed below are the actions you must take for staff to continue processing this permit 

application: 

 

1. A check or money order in the amount of $30.00 payable to the Tribal Historic Preservation 

Office (THPO) for each of the affiliated tribes:  

a) Bear River Band 

2. Water Resource Protection Plan 

3. Submit a copy of a Water Resources Protection Plan (WRPP) or Site Management Plan 

prepared for the project and submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board, or a 

letter from a qualified professional indicating that one is being prepared. 

4. Submit a completed Road Evaluation Report (enclosed). If selecting “Box 2”, include 

evidence, such as photos or other documentation, justifying that determination. 

5. Submit a Biological Resource Assessment drafted by a qualified professional biologist, 

demonstrating that the site would not impact any sensitive habitat areas. Our records 

indicate that the proposed cultivation area overlaps with habitat for one or more rare 

and/or endangered species. 

6. *Update Cultivation and Operations Plan to include the following: 

a) Include protocols for proper storage and use of fertilizers, pesticides, etc.  

b) Include details describing onsite parking, and the number of spots required with 

regards to the proposed buildings onsite and the number of employees expected for 

operations. 

c) Water storage was described as 50,000 gallons via hard tanks however the NOI 

indicates 60,000 gallons of onsite water storage please clarify which amount is 

correct and update accordingly. 
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d)  Describe measures taken to comply with International Dark Sky Association 

Standards (for hoop/greenhouses that utilize artificial light) 

e) Include a short description of use and location as to where the well (well application 

on file) exists onsite.  

f) Include a short description of use and location as to where the point of diversion 

exists on site.  

g) Describe current/existing water source (Rainwater catchment pond is proposed) for 

irrigation. 

h) The processing plan described ADA compliant restrooms in the proposed processing 

facility though the site plan (proposed indicates the continued use of portable 

restrooms, is this intentional? If so elaborate in the operations plan) 

i) Consider revising the amount of employees required, water usage, and the size of 

the proposed processing facility in regards to the reduction in cultivation area being 

applied for.  

7. *Update Site Plan of entire parcel showing: 

a) Owners Name – (The owner is listed as PB&J Ranch Management LLC) 

b) Setbacks of cultivation area from property lines 

c) Graded flats (if applicable)  

d) Water storage structures labeled as to type, capacity, and date of construction 

e) Well location and date of construction/implementation  

f) Point of diversion location and date of construction/implementation  

8. If 5 or more parking spaces are required a landscaping plan will be required in addition to 

the site plan 

9. Submit a Biological Resource Assessment drafted by a qualified professional biologist, 

demonstrating that the site would not impact any sensitive habitat areas. Our records 

indicate that the proposed cultivation area overlaps with habitat for one or more rare 

and/or endangered species. 

 

 

 

* In order to ensure accurate review and timely processing of your application, please ensure 

the Cultivation and Operations Plan and Site Plan are consistent with each other. I recommend 

you use the numbered items as your outline for the Cultivation and Operations Plan (i.e. 

numbered items are their own paragraphs or titled sections). 

 

Pursuant to Humboldt County Code Section 312-11.2, “Development permits shall be issued only 

for a lot that was created in compliance with all applicable state and local subdivision 

regulations.”  While our office is in the process of completing this review for your parcel, it may 

be necessary for you to submit additional information In order to determine how the property 

was created in its current configuration.  If additional information is needed our office will 

contact you.   

 

Please keep in mind, additional information may be requested once the project is reviewed by 

State and local agencies during the referral stage of the process. The Department cannot make 

the required findings specified in Humboldt County Code Sections 312-1.1.2 and 312-17 et seq., 

and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) based on the information submitted to 

date. In order for the Department to further evaluate this project for compliance, the additional 

requested information must be submitted. 

 



  
 
 

Page 3 of 3 

 
 
 

Please accumulate all requested material and submit as a complete package and submit these 

items to the contact listed below during regular business hours.  When submitting these items 

please include the Application Number and APN found at the top of this letter. For most efficient 

processing, please include a copy of this letter with your submittals. 

 

Unless it is withdrawn, the Department must act on your application.  For this reason, if you do 

not submit the requested materials or a request for hearing within 180 days (6 months) of the 

date of this letter, we will begin scheduling your project for a hearing.  This could result in the 

denial of your application and the inability to secure a State license under the Medical and 

Adult Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA).   

 

Unless operating subject to a valid Interim Permit issued by the County, please remember that 

the filing of a permit application does not authorize the applicant to engage in any new 

commercial marijuana cultivation, processing, manufacture or distribution activity.  No such 

activity shall commence until the application has been processed to decision and all requisite 

clearances, permits and/or licenses have been secured.  If you have questions about this letter, 

please contact Max Hilken at 707-445-7541. 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Max Hilken 

Cannabis Services Division 

Vendorlaco2@co.humboldt.ca.us 

 

Additionally if you have an agent, please provide their name, business location, and contact 

information so that I may update the contacts list associated with your project.  

 

Attachments:  

  Road Evaluation Report Form 
 



North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

October 14, 2022

Nick Jelev Certified Mail No. 7021 0950 0001 6499 9019
56 Matisse Court
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Dear Nick Jelev:

Subject: Notice of Violation, Transmittal of Inspection Report for September 16, 

2022, Inspection of Humboldt County Assessor’s Parcel 222-222-013-
000, and Requirement to Respond within 30 days

File: Cannabis Program Inspections, Humboldt County, September 16, 2022,
CIWQS Place ID 883288

THIS LETTER REQUIRES THAT YOU ACT WITHIN 30 DAYS

This letter is to notify you of observed violations of the requirements listed below, and 
cited in Attachment A, at the property identified as Humboldt County Assessor’s Parcel 
Number 222-222-013-000 (the Property):

1. State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Cannabis Cultivation
Policy Principals and Guidelines for Cannabis Cultivation (Cannabis Policy)

2. Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coast Basin (Basin Plan) Section 4.2.1

3. California Water Code (Water Code) Section 13260

According to our records, the cannabis cultivation operation located on this Property is 
not enrolled for coverage under the Cannabis General Order.

On September 16, 2022, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) staff inspected the Property and observed cannabis cultivation in hoop 
houses. Accordingly, this letter directs you to address the violations noticed herein.
Within 30 days, please contact Regional Water Board staff to discuss your plan to 
correct the observed violations.
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Background

LandVision records show that the Property is owned by Nick Jelev and Serova Maria 
Jelev.

On September 16, 2022, staff from the Regional Water Board, accompanied by staff of 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and personnel of various law 
enforcement agencies, inspected the Property. The purpose of the inspection was to 
evaluate onsite development and conditions, and to identify and assess any impacts or 
threatened impacts to the quality and beneficial uses of waters of the state. During the 
inspection, staff observed cannabis cultivation operations of sufficient size and scope to 
require regulatory coverage under the Cannabis General Order. 

Attached is a copy of the water quality inspection report (Attachment B – Property 
Inspection Report and Attachment C – Inspection Photo Log). Please review the 
inspection report carefully and completely. The inspection report contains 
recommendations for correcting observed violations and advises you of the 
Regional Water Board permits necessary for instream work and projects/activities 
that result in discharges of waste to receiving waters.

Relevant Requirements

During the inspection, Regional Water Board staff identified several features and 
conditions on the Property that represent violations of water quality requirements and 
regulations. Attachment A – Regulatory Citations, provides references to these, and 
related, requirements and regulations.

Observed Violations

As documented in the September 16, 2022, inspection report, Regional Water Board 
staff observed violations of the Water Code and Basin Plan. In addition, staff observed 
violations of the Cannabis General Order Attachment A, Section 1 - General 
Requirements and Prohibitions Nos. 1, 12, 26, and 27 and Section 2 - Requirements 
Related to Water Diversions and Waste Discharge for Cannabis Cultivation Nos. 2, 8, 
15, 17, 25, 26, 28, 38, 55, 59, 62, 104, 105, 117, 119, and 123. Staff observed these 
violations at Property locations identified in the inspection report as Upper Cultivation 
Area, Access Road, Unstable Crossing, and Lower Cultivation Area.

Legal Requirements

The State Water Board adopted the Cannabis Policy and the Cannabis General Order 
on October 17, 2017, and updates on February 5, 2019, which remain in effect today. 
The purpose of the Cannabis Policy is to ensure that the discharge of waste and 
diversion of water associated with cannabis cultivation does not have a negative impact 
on water quality, aquatic habitat, riparian habitat, wetlands, and springs. The Cannabis 
Policy applies to cannabis cultivation activities throughout California including, 
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Commercial Recreational, Commercial Medical, and Personal Use Medical. The Policy 
does not apply to recreational cannabis cultivation for personal use, which is limited to 
six plants under the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (Proposition 64, approved by California 
voters in November 2016). 

The Cannabis General Order is the statewide water quality permit that implements the 
Cannabis Policy through the overarching general Waste Discharge Requirements 
(WDRs) in accordance with the California Water Code and is available for eligible 
cannabis cultivators to enroll under. The Cannabis General Order regulates waste 
discharges from cultivation sites including sediment, irrigation runoff, fertilizers, 
pesticides/herbicides, petroleum, agricultural related chemicals, cultivation related 
waste, and refuse. Threats of waste discharge may be from irrigation runoff, over 
fertilization, pond failure, road construction, grading activities, domestic and cultivation 
related waste, refuse placement, etc. All commercial cannabis cultivators must obtain 
coverage under the Cannabis General Order, including for both indoor and outdoor 
cultivation.

Cultivation activities on the Property requires conformance with the Cannabis Policy and 
enrollment in under the Cannabis General Order. For more information, please visit our 
website at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/ 

As documented in the inspection report, the site conditions observed on the Property do 
not meet the requirements of the Cannabis Policy. Please provide a written response 
supporting documentation, including photos if relevant, explaining and how the Property 
will be restored in compliance with the Policy.

As documented in the inspection report, the unstable stream crossing at -123.8172, 
40.1230 must be upgraded or decommissioned to comply with the Basin Plan, which 
will require a water quality certification prior to conducting instream work.

The application for the water quality certification for cannabis cultivation-related projects 
is available here: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/cannabis/pdf/20020
4/RB1_Cannabis_WQC_401_App.pdf 

Additional Potential Liabilities

The Regional Water Board is in the process of considering whether the violations of the 
California Water Code and the Basin Plan warrant further enforcement. We encourage 
you to take steps, to correct the violations as soon as possible, securing any applicable 
permits from this and other agencies prior to conducting work. Please note that the 
existing conditions, as observed and documented in the Inspection Report, may 
represent continuing violations of the California Water Code and Basin Plan.
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Please note that correcting the conditions of non compliance at the Property does not 
preclude enforcement for the violations alleged in this notice. As noted above, the 
Regional Water Board reserves its right to fully enforce the law against any violation and 
threatened violation by taking enforcement actions such as a cleanup and abatement 
order, time schedule order, administrative civil liabilities, and referral to the California 
Attorney General’s office. Administrative civil liabilities may be assessed on a daily 
basis in the amount up to $5,000 for each day the violation occurs or up to $10 per 
gallon, but not both pursuant to Water Code section 13350.

Inspection Report Recommendations

As mentioned above, the September 16, 2022, Inspection Report provides 
recommendations to correct the alleged violations, as well as to address features and 
conditions that threaten to impact water quality. 

Within 30 days of this letter, please advise Regional Water Board staff Katherine 
Hawken of your intentions, plan, and schedule to implement recommendations in the 
inspection report. If you have questions about what is required of you to comply with the 
requirements outlined above, and to advise as to your plan and schedule to correct the 
alleged violations, please contact Regional Water Board staff Katherine Hawken by 
email at Katherine.hawken@waterboards.ca.gov or by phone at 707-445-6127.

Future correspondence regarding this matter will be sent to you at this address unless 
an alternative address is provided to the Regional Water Board. Failure to accept mail 
from the Regional Water Board is not a valid excuse for non-compliance with any future 
enforcement orders, and a failure to respond or otherwise appear at a future 
enforcement proceeding could subject you to a default order and the imposition of 
administrative civil liability.

You may also contact me at Mona.dougherty@waterboards.ca.gov or by phone at 
707-445-6129. Additionally, we are available to meet with you if you wish to discuss 
this letter or our waste discharge regulatory programs in further detail.

Sincerely,

Mona Dougherty, PE
Supervising Water Resource Control Engineer
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221014_KH_Jelev_NOV

Attachments:  Attachment A - Regulatory Citations
Attachment B – Facilities Inspection Report
Attachment C – Inspection Photo Log

Certified Mail – Return Receipt requested

cc:  North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
Northcoast.Cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov 
Jeremiah Puget, Jeremiah.Puget@waterboards.ca.gov 
Claudia Villacorta, claudia.villacorta@waterboards.ca.gov 
Kason Grady, Kason.Grady@waterboards.ca.gov 

Division of Water Rights 
Taro Murano, Taro.Murano@waterboards.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife
Kalyn Bocast, Kalyn.Bocast@wildlife.ca.gov 
Erika Winner, Erika.Winner@wildlife.ca.gov 

Department of Cannabis Control
investigations@cannabis.ca.gov 

Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office
Sergeant C. Moore, cmoore@co.humboldt.ca.us 
Deputy C. Crotty, ccrotty@co.humboldt.ca.us 

Humboldt County Planning and Building Department
rrussell@co.humboldt.ca.us 
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Jelev Inspection Photo Log

Photos taken by Kate Hawken on September 16, 2022

Photo 1 – Upper Cultivation Area: Water storage tank with hose attachment for water 

delivery truck. View of hoop houses in background

Photo 2 – Upper Cultivation Area: View inside hoop houses with cannabis plants 

growing in raised beds



Photo 3 – Access Road: Steep dirt access road connecting the upper and lower 

cultivation area

Photo 4 – Unstable Crossing (-123.8172, 40.1230): Crack along road fill surface of 

culvert stream crossing



Photo 5 – Unstable Crossing (-123.8172, 40.1230): Sinking fill in foreground and steep 

cutbank in background. Culvert outlet visible near rocks

Photo 6 – Lower Cultivation Area: Hoop houses with cannabis plants in raised beds



Photo 7 – Lower Cultivation Area: Uncontained cultivation related waste

Photo 8 – Lower Cultivation Area: Generator in background and diesel engine oil 

containers in foreground, with spills/ leaks evident by darkened soil



  
C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  

P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  
 

3015 H Street  • Eureka CA 95501    
Phone: (707) 445-7541  •  Fax: (707) 268-3792 

https://humboldtgov.org/2546/Planning-Building 
 

 
 

June 27, 2024 

Notification of Intent to Deny Cannabis Permit  
 Nick Jelev 
56 Matisse Ct. 
Pleasant Hill, CA, 94523 

 
This letter is to inform you that your Humboldt County Cannabis permit application PLN-12823-CUP on APN 222-
222-013-000 for cultivation will be scheduled for denial by the Humboldt County Zoning Administrator unless 
immediate steps are taken. 
 
On October 24, 2023, the Board of Supervisors received a report there are approximately $14 million in unpaid 
Measure S taxes and $2.1 million in unpaid permit processing costs associated with cannabis permit applications. 
The Board of Supervisors, wanting to balance the economic realities of the current cannabis market with the 
realities of the County, directed a series of actions to address these conditions. That direction resulted in a series 
of communications to applicants and permit holders to inform them of the needed actions and deadlines to keep 
their permits in good standing. This included a detailed January 9, 2024, letter, emails, and social media 
announcements reminding applicants and permit holders to bring their accounts current before March 31, 2024. 
 
This permit number had unpaid Planning Department fees of $4,574.69. This permit had Measure S taxes of 
$2,219.06 and did NOT make payment or establish a payment plan for those taxes owed. If, at the end of the 
ninety-day period from the date of this letter the following actions have not been taken, the application will be 
scheduled for a DENIAL hearing at the Zoning Administrator: 

• Planning Department fees have been paid in full, and 
• Measure S taxes have been paid or a payment plan has been established. 

If you are attempting to utilize Trellis grant funds, applications open on Thursday, June 20th at 10am. Economic 
Development can be reached at 707-445-7745 or ProjectTrellis@co.humboldt.ca.us for more information 
regarding eligibility and the application process. If you are eligible for this funding and will be utilizing it to pay your 
outstanding balance, notification to the Planning and Building Department will be necessary. 
 
To address overdue Measure S taxes, please contact the Treasurer Tax Collector at 707-476-2450 for information 
regarding your balance and payments. To address Planning Department fees, please contact the Planning 
Department at 707-445-7541 to speak with a Permit Technician and make payment on your application. Once this 
is accomplished, please submit proof of payment to Jacob Dunn at jdunn@co.humboldt.ca.us. If you need 
assistance or have questions regarding your permit status you may contact Jacob Dunn at 707-267-9390. Once the 
required documentation has been submitted your application will be updated to indicate that it is in good 
standing. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
John H. Ford 
Director of Planning and Building 
 
Applicant email: nickj@greentechindustry.net 
Agent email: yesklaw@gmail.com 
 
CC:  Department of Cannabis Control 
Humboldt County Treasurer Tax Collector 

https://humboldtgov.org/2546/Planning-Building
mailto:jdunn@co.humboldt.ca.us



