
 

 

 
C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  

P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  
C U R R E N T  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N  

 
3015 H Street, Eureka CA 95501 

Phone: (707)445-7541   Fax: (707) 268-3792 

 

 

 
Hearing Date: June 17, 2021 

 

To: Humboldt County Zoning Administrator 

 

From: John H. Ford, Director of Planning and Building Department 

 

Subject: Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, Special Permits (2)   

 Record Number PLN-13138-SP 

 Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 208-231-014 

 Dinsmore Area 

 

Table of Contents Page 

  

Agenda Item Transmittal  2 

Recommended Action and Executive Summary 3 

Draft Resolution 6 

  

Maps  

 Topo Map 

Zoning Map 

Aerial Map 

Site Plans  

10 

11 

12 

13 

  

Attachments  

 Attachment 1:  Recommended Conditions of Approval 14 

 Attachment 2: CEQA Addendum 21 

 Attachment 3: Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 25 

 Attachment 4: Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations 

 

100 

 

    

Please contact Jordan Mayor, Contract Planner, at 707-683-4711 or by email at 

jordan.mayor@icf.com, if you have any questions about the scheduled public hearing item. 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM TRANSMITTAL 

 

Hearing Date 

June 17, 2021 

Subject   

Special Permits  

Contact 

Jordan Mayor  

 

Project Description: Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, seeks a Special Permit for an existing 10,000-square-

foot (SF) outdoor light-deprivation cannabis cultivation operation in greenhouses. Irrigation water is 

provided by a 200-foot-deep permitted well and 9,000 gallons of storage in four hard tanks. Current 

processing (drying and machine trimming) is conducted onsite in an existing shed, but the applicant 

proposes to process offsite at a licensed processing facility or utilize a licensed mobile trim service if 

available. Power for cannabis operations is provided by four generators. A Special Permit is also 

requested for the removal of a 1,000,000-gallon pond and restoration of a headwater to a Class III 

watercourse. 

 

Project Location: The project is located in Humboldt County, in the Dinsmore area, on the northeast side 

of River Road, approximately 1.75 miles from the intersection of Rattlesnake Bridge Road and River Road, 

on the property known to be in Section 35 of Township 02 N, Range 05 E, Humboldt Base & Meridian. 

 

Present Plan Land Use Designations: Residential Agriculture (RA). Density: 20-160 acres per unit. Slope 

Stability: High instability (3) 

 

Present Zoning: Forestry Recreation (FR) - Minimum building site area 40 acres (B-5(40)) 

 

Record Number: PLN-13138-SP   

 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 208-231-014 

 

Applicant 

Adrian Paulsen 

205 Burnt Stump Lane 

McKinleyville, CA 95519 

Owner 

Paulsen Eric T Tr 

3741 Greenwood Heights Dr 

Kneeland, CA 95549 

Agents 

N/A 

  

 

Environmental Review: An Addendum to a previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration has 

been prepared for consideration per §15164 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Guidelines.  

 

State Appeal Status: Project is NOT appealable to the California Coastal Commission 

 

Major Issues: None  
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Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC 

Record Number: PLN-13138-SP  

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 208-231-014 

 

Recommended Zoning Administrator Action 

1. Describe the application as part of the Consent Agenda. 

2. Survey the audience for any person who would like to discuss the application. 

3.  If no one requests discussion, make the following motion to approve the application as a part of 

the consent agenda:  

 

Find that the Zoning Administrator has considered the Addendum to the adopted Mitigated Negative 

Declaration (MND) for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) as described 

by Section 15164 of the State CEQA Guidelines, make all of the required findings for approval of the 

Special Permits and adopt the Resolution approving the Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, Special Permits 

as recommended by staff subject to the recommended conditions. 

 

Executive Summary: Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC seeks a Special Permit to allow the continued 

operation of an existing 10,000-square-foot (SF) outdoor light-deprivation cannabis cultivation operation 

utilizing greenhouses in accordance with Humboldt County Code Section 314-55.4 of Chapter 4 of 

Division I of Title III, CMMLUO. The site is designated Residential Agriculture (RA20-160) in the Humboldt 

County 2017 General Plan and zoned Forestry Recreation (FR-B-5[40]). Cultivation takes place in three 

separate areas: Cultivation Area 1 (upper area) contains 6,980 SF of cultivation area in four greenhouses, 

Cultivation Area 2 (middle area) contains 1,808 SF of cultivation area in two greenhouses, and Cultivation 

Area 3 (lower area) contains 1,200 SF of cultivation area in one greenhouse. An additional 1,200 SF serves 

as an ancillary plant propagation area adjacent to Cultivation Area 1. Two harvests are anticipated 

annually in the greenhouses for a growing season that extends from July through October. A Special 

Permit is also requested for the decommissioning of a pond and restoration of a headwater to a Class III 

watercourse. 

 

Plants are harvested and dried onsite with the use of heaters and fans in the shed. It is proposed that the 

crop will be processed offsite at a licensed third-party facility and/or processed onsite by a fully licensed 

mobile processing contractor and/or another processing method/approach that meets all industry, 

County, and State rules and guidelines. The applicant and immediate family operate the cultivation 

areas. Approximately two permanent and up to three seasonal employees may be utilized during peak 

operations. Two portable toilets are onsite. Four generators are used onsite—a Honda EU3000i, two 

Yamaha A-I Power SC2000i, and a MQ 15kW. Generator electricity is utilized for nursery and propagation 

activities in early spring and is used intermittently to pump water in summer months. In the fall, the 

generators are used to run heaters and dehumidifiers for drying. Six Rivers Portable Toilets provides for 

the maintenance of onsite facilities. Security measures on the premises include motion sensor lighting 

and game cameras, guard dogs during operations, a locked gate at the facility entrance, fencing, and 

cultivation-related products and items stored in locked locations.  

 

Water Resources 

Water for irrigation is provided by a 200-foot-deep permitted well (18/19-0057) which was drilled in 

October 2018, estimated to yield 10 gallons-per-minute based on a 4-hour yield test and 168-foot 

drawdown depth (Attachment 3). The well is also registered with the California Department of Water 

Resources (WCR2018-008702). Existing available water storage is 9,000 gallons in four hard water storage 

tanks on the neighbor’s property to the north (APN 208-231-011). A notarized letter authorizing the 

applicant to store the water tanks on the adjacent parcel, dated June 2019, is on file. Estimated annual 

water usage is 165,000 gallons annually with peak demand occurring between July and September. No 

water is planned for use during the months of November through March. A Final Lake and Streambed 

Alteration Agreement (LSAA, 1600-2019-0194-R1) with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW) (Attachment 3) was obtained in October 2019 for the replacement of four culvert crossings and 

the pond decommissioning, including a Grading and Erosion Control Plan, and reporting measures. 
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Humboldt County’s WebGIS shows a stream running north-south through the center of the property. 

According to the Biological Report prepared for the project, there are no major tributaries to the Mad 

River in the general area, and most drainages appear to be Class Ill watercourses that likely flow primarily 

during the wet season. There is one blue line drainage on the parcel that appears to be a Class Ill 

watercourse, primarily due to the lack of even moderate fish habitat, no aquatic insects observed, and 

general lack of riparian vegetation. According to the landowner(s) this watercourse has been classified 

as Class II by CDFW and appears on topographic maps to flow to the Mad River approximately 0.3 mile 

south of the southern parcel boundary. This watercourse has a fairly incised channel as it nears the pond 

slated for decommissioning.  

 

The Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (HBMWD) submitted a letter on December 21, 2018 expressing 

their concerns about the project. The HBMWD noted that the ponds could be a potential species 

problem and should be setback from streams, springs, and that they be designed so that they can be 

drained. All development currently meets, or will meet as a condition of approval, appropriate SMA 

setbacks and the pond is to be decommissioned upon obtaining appropriate permits. The HBMWD 

requests that the county verify the water rights and that stormwater runoff could carry chemicals and 

debris into the Mad River. Compliance with all statutes, regulations, and requirements of the Water 

Resources Control Board and the Division of Water Rights, at a minimum to include a statement of 

diversion of surface water from a stream, river, underground stream, or other watercourse required by 

Water Code Section 5101, or other applicable permit, license, or registration, as applicable. The HBMWD 

also notes that the project may be subject to subsequent environmental review. The county finds that 

the analysis as demonstrated in the Addendum to the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use 

Ordinance Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) (State Clearinghouse # 2015102005), January 2016 

(Attachment 2) is adequate for CEQA compliance for the proposed project.  

 

Biological Resources 

A Biological Report (Attachment 3) was prepared for the project by Natural Resources Management 

Corporation and concluded that no habitat for listed or sensitive species was identified in the vicinity of 

the project site and the project and operations are unlikely to have an effect on these species. While 

there is the potential for some sensitive and protected species to be present onsite, the proposed project 

is to continue use of existing developed sites and the potential indirect impacts are mitigated through 

implementation of best management practices, the Site Management Plan required by the State Water 

Resources Control Board (Attachment 3), and the LSAA with CDFW (Attachment 3). The survey protocol 

for Northern Spotted Owl Activity Centers in non-redwood (inland) habitat requires a 1.3-mile habitat 

analysis buffer for determining potential project effects. The nearest Activity Center to the project site is 

1.6 miles northeast of the parcel. 

 

The LSAA includes a requirement for preconstruction surveys by a qualified biologist for foothill yellow 

legged frog and nesting birds if construction, grading, vegetation removal, or other project related 

improvements are necessary during the nesting season of protected raptors and migratory birds (March 

1 through August 15); adherence to the recommendations in the LSAA are made a condition of 

approval. Additional Biological Report recommendations are included in the Conditions of Approval 

which include but are not limited to strict adherence to riparian setback requirements, generators need 

to have secondary containment large enough to contain all fuel should a leak occur, all storage tanks 

should have functioning float valves that automatically shut off flow to avoid any sediment runoff to 

anadromous fish habitat, and no use of monofilament netting due to hazards associated with wildlife.  

Furthermore, the project is conditioned to adhere to the audible shielding of all generators, the Dark Sky 

Standards for any propagation greenhouse lighting, refrain from using synthetic netting, ensure refuse is 

contained in wildlife proof storage and refrain from using anticoagulant rodenticides to further protect 

wildlife. As proposed and conditioned, the project is consistent with CMMLUO performance standards 

and CDFW guidance and will not negatively affect Northern Spotted Owl, foothill yellow legged frog, or 

other sensitive species. 
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Tribal Cultural Resource Coordination 

The project was referred to the Northwest Information Center and the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville 

Rancheria. The Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria in 

an email dated February 14, 2018 recommended that the project include the “standard inadvertent 

archaeological discovery language as a condition of project approval.” Ongoing conditions of 

approval are incorporated regarding the Inadvertent Discoveries Protocol to protect cultural resources. 

No known tribal cultural resources are located on the project site. 

 

Access 

Access to the site is via a driveway off of Bronco Road via River Road. Bronco Road is a category 4 

private maintained roadway. Road Evaluation reports were prepared by the applicant for County Line 

Creek Road, Bronco Road, River Road, and U.S. Forest Service Road 1 (Attachment 3) which indicate 

that these roadway segments meet the category 4 equivalent standard and can accommodate the 

cumulative increased traffic from the project.  

 

Environmental review for this project was conducted and based on the results of that analysis, staff finds 

that all aspects of the project have been considered in a previously adopted MND that was adopted 

for the CMMLUO and has prepared an addendum to this document for consideration by the Zoning 

Administrator (See Attachment 2 for more information). 

 

RECCOMENDATION: Based on a review of Planning Division reference sources and comments from all 

involved referral agencies, Planning staff believes that the applicant has submitted evidence in support 

of making all of the required findings for approval of the Special Permit. 

 

ALTERNATIVES: Several alternatives may be considered: 1) The Zoning Administrator could elect not to 

hear this item and put the decision making in front of the Planning Commission. Any decision to place 

this matter before the Planning Commission must be done before opening the public hearing on this 

project; 2) The Zoning Administrator could elect to add or delete conditions of approval; 3) The Zoning 

Administrator could deny approval of the requested permits if you are unable to make all of the required 

findings. Planning Division staff is confident that the required findings can be made based on the 

submitted evidence and subject to the recommended conditions of approval. Consequently, planning 

staff does not recommend further consideration of these alternatives. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

OF THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 

Resolution Number 21-  

              Record Number PLN-13138-SP 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 208-231-014 

 

Resolution by the Zoning Administrator of the County of Humboldt certifying compliance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and conditionally approves the Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, Special 

Permits.  

 

WHEREAS, Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, submitted an application and evidence in support of approving 

a Special Permit for the continued operation of an existing 10,000-square-foot (SF) outdoor light-

deprivation cannabis cultivation operation utilizing greenhouses with appurtenant propagation and 

drying activities, and a Special Permit for the decommissioning of a pond and restoration of a headwater 

to a Class III watercourse; 

 

WHEREAS, the County Zoning Administrator, the lead agency, prepared an Addendum to the Final 

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) prepared for the Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use 

Ordinance (CMMLUO) adopted by the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors on January 26, 2016. The 

proposed project does not present substantial changes that would require major revisions to the previous 

MND. No new information of substantial importance that was not known and could not be known at the 

time was presented as described by § 15162(c) of CEQA Guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Humboldt County Zoning Administrator held a duly-noticed public hearing on July 17, 2021, 

and reviewed, considered, and discussed the application for the Special Permits and reviewed and 

considered all evidence and testimony presented at the hearing. 

 

 

Now, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Zoning Administrator makes all the following findings: 

 

1.  FINDING:  Project Description: The application is a Special Permit to allow 10,000-SF 

outdoor light-deprivation cannabis cultivation operation utilizing 

greenhouses with 1,200 SF of appurtenant propagation nursery and drying 

activities, and a Special Permit for the decommissioning of a pond and 

restoration of a headwater to a Class III watercourse. Power is provided by 

four generators. Water for irrigation is provided by a permitted groundwater 

well and 9,000 gallons of hard tank water storage.  

 

 EVIDENCE: a)  Project File:  PLN-13138-SP 

    

2.  FINDING:  CEQA.  The requirements of CEQA have been complied with. The Humboldt 

County Zoning Administrator has considered the Addendum to and the 

MND prepared for the CMMLUO adopted by the Humboldt County Board 

of Supervisors on January 26, 2016. 

  

 EVIDENCE: a)  Addendum Prepared for the proposed project. 

  b)  The proposed project does not present substantial changes that would 

require major revisions to the previous MND. No new information of 

substantial importance that was not known and could not be known at the 

time was presented as described by §15162(c) of CEQA Guidelines 

  c)  A Water Resources Protection Plan was prepared by Timberland Resource 

Consultants to show compliance with the North Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board Order No. 2015-0023. Subsequently, a Site 
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Management Plan was also prepared for the project for the State Water 

Resources Control Board pursuant to their Cannabis General Order which 

included best practical treatment or control measures. 

  d)  A Preliminary Biological Report was carried out by Natural Resource 

Management Corporation in April of 2019. The Assessment methods 

included a search of the California Natural Diversity Database. A habitat 

assessment was conducted in the project area. No habitat for listed or 

sensitive species was identified in the vicinity of the project site. Northern 

Spotted Owl habitat exists in the vicinity but the nearest activity center is 

over 1.6 miles from the site. Conditions of approval will require noise to be 

at below 50 decibels at 100 feet which is below the guidance established 

by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for protection of the 

species. A final Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement for the project 

includes pond decommissioning, a requirement for preconstruction surveys 

for foothill yellow legged frog by a qualified biologist, and pre-construction 

nesting bird surveys if construction, grading, vegetation removal, or other 

project related improvements are necessary during the nesting season of 

protected raptors and migratory birds (March 1 through August 15). 

  e)  Road Evaluation Reports were prepared by the applicant for County Line 

Creek Road, Bronco Road, River Road, and U.S. Forest Service Road 1 

(Attachment 3) which indicate that these roadway segments meet the 

category 4 equivalent standard. 

    

FINDINGS FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

 

3.  FINDING  The proposed development is in conformance with the County General 

Plan, Open Space Plan, and the Open Space Action Program.  

 

 EVIDENCE a)  General agriculture is a use type permitted in the Residential Agriculture 

(RA) land use designation. The proposed cannabis cultivation, an 

agricultural product, is within land planned and zoned for agricultural 

purposes, consistent with the use of Open Space land for managed 

production of resources. The use of an agricultural parcel for commercial 

agriculture is consistent with the Open Space Plan and Open Space Action 

Program. Therefore, the project is consistent with and complimentary to the 

Open Space Plan and its Open Space Action Program. 

    

4.  FINDING  The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the existing 

Forestry Recreation (FR) Zone in which the site is located.  

 

 EVIDENCE a)  The FR-Zone is applied to areas of the County in which timber production 

and recreation are the desirable predominant uses and agriculture is the 

secondary use. 

  b)  All general agricultural uses are principally permitted in the FR-Zone.   

  c)  Humboldt County Code Section 314-55.4.8.2.2 allows cultivation of up to 

10,000 of existing mixed-light cannabis on a parcel over 1 acre subject to 

approval of a Special Permit and a determination that the cultivation was 

in existence prior to January 1, 2016. The application for 10,000 SF of outdoor 

cultivation on a 40-acre parcel is consistent with this and with the cultivation 

area verification prepared by the County.  
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5.  FINDING  The proposed development is consistent with the requirements of the 

CMMLUO Provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The CMMLUO allows existing cannabis cultivation to be permitted in areas 

zoned FR (Humboldt County Code Section 314-55.4.6.5). 

  b)  The parcel was legally created as Parcel 139 of the Timberline Ranch Estates 

subdivision as filed in Book 26 of Surveys, Pages 135-143. 

  c)  The project will obtain water from a non-diversionary water source. A Final 

Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA 1600-2019-0194-R1) with 

CDFW was obtained in October 2019 for the replacement of four culvert 

crossings and a Grading and Erosion Control Plan associated with pond 

decommissioning. 

  d)  Road Evaluation Reports were completed by the applicant in May 2018. The 

Evaluations addressed County Line Creek Road, Bronco Road, River Road, 

and U.S. Forest Service Road 1. All road segments evaluated were found to 

be functionally appropriate for the expected traffic.  

  e)  The cultivation of cannabis will not result in the conversion of timberland.  

  f)  The location of the cultivation complies with all setbacks required in Section 

314-55.4.11.d. It is more than 30 feet from any property line, and more than 

600 feet from any school, church, public park or tribal cultural resource. 

    

6.  FINDING  The cultivation of 10,000 SF of cannabis and the conditions under which it 

may be operated or maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, 

safety, or welfare or materially injurious to properties or improvements in the 

vicinity. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The site is located on a road that has been certified by the applicant to 

safely accommodate the amount of traffic generated by the proposed 

cannabis cultivation. 

  b)  The site is in a rural part of the county where the typical parcel size is over 40 

acres and many of the land holdings are very large. The proposed cannabis 

will not be in a location where there is an established neighborhood or other 

sensitive receptor such as a school, church, park, or other use which may be 

sensitive to cannabis cultivation. Approving cultivation on this site and the 

other sites which have been approved or are in the application process will 

not change the character of the area due to the large parcel sized in the 

area. 

  c)  Irrigation water will come from a groundwater well that has been permitted 

by the Environmental Health Department. 

  d)  Provisions have been made in the applicant’s proposal to protect water 

quality and thus runoff to adjacent property and infiltration of water to 

groundwater resources will not be affected.   

7.  FINDING 

 

 The proposed development does not reduce the residential density for any 

parcel below that utilized by the Department of Housing and Community 

Development in determining compliance with housing element law. 

 EVIDENCE a)  The parcel was not included in the housing inventory of Humboldt County’s 

2019 Housing Element but does have the potential to support one housing 

unit. The approval of cannabis cultivation on this parcel will not conflict with 

the ability for a residence to be constructed on this parcel.  
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DECISION 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, based on the above findings and evidence, the Humboldt County Zoning 

Administrator does hereby: 

 

• Adopt the findings set forth in this resolution; and 

 

• Conditionally approves the Special Permits for Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, based upon 

the Findings and Evidence and subject to the conditions of approval attached hereto as 

Attachment 1 and incorporated herein by reference; and 

 

Adopted after review and consideration of all the evidence on July 17, 2021. 

 

   

I, John Ford, Zoning Administrator of the County of Humboldt, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a 

true and correct record of the action taken on the above-entitled matter by said Zoning Administrator 

at a meeting held on the date noted above.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ______________________________   

  John Ford, Zoning Administrator, 

  Planning and Building Department  
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL PERMITS IS CONDITIONED ON THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND REQUIREMENTS 

WHICH MUST BE SATISFIED BEFORE THE PROVISIONAL CANNABIS CULTIVATION PERMIT CAN BE FINALIZED. 

 

A.  General Conditions 

 

1. The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary County and State permits and licenses, and 

for meeting all requirements set forth by other regulatory agencies. 

 

2. The applicant is required to pay for permit processing on a time and material basis as set forth in the 

schedule of fees and charges as adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors. The Planning and Building Department will provide a bill to the applicant after the 

decision. Any and all outstanding planning fees to cover the processing of the application to 

decision by the Hearing Officer shall be paid to the Humboldt County Planning Division, 3015 "H" 

Street, Eureka. 

 
3. The Applicant is responsible for costs for post-approval review for determining project conformance 

with conditions. A deposit is collected to cover this staff review.  Permit conformance with conditions 

must be demonstrated prior to release of building permit or initiation of use and at time of annual 

inspection. A conformance review deposit as set forth in the schedule of fees and charges as 

adopted by ordinance of the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors (currently $750) shall be paid 

within 60 days of the effective date of the permit or upon filing of the Compliance Agreement (where 

applicable), whichever occurs first. Payment shall be made to the Humboldt County Planning 

Division, 3015 "H" Street, Eureka. 

 
4. A Notice of Determination (NOD) will be prepared and filed with the County Clerk for this project in 

accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines. The Department will file the NOD and will charge this 

filing cost to the project. 

 

5. Within 60 days of the effective date of permit approval, the applicant shall execute a Compliance 

Agreement with the Humboldt County Planning and Building Department detailing all necessary 

permits and infrastructure improvements described under Conditions of Approval #6 through #14. 

The agreement shall provide a timeline for completing all outstanding items. All activities detailed 

under the agreement must be completed to the satisfaction of the Planning and Building 

Department before the permit may be finalized and no longer considered provisional. 

 

6. The applicant shall secure permits for all structures related to the cannabis cultivation and other 

commercial cannabis activity, including but not limited to, existing and proposed greenhouses, 

water tanks over 5,000 gallons, existing and proposed structures associated with drying and storage 

or any activity with a nexus to cannabis, and any noise containment structures as necessary. The 

plans submitted for building permit approval shall be consistent with the project description and the 

approved project site plan. A letter or similar communication from the Building Division verifying that 

all structures related to the cannabis cultivation are permitted will satisfy this condition. 

 

7. The approved building plans shall meet all applicable fire codes, including fire suppression 

infrastructure requirements deemed necessary for the project by the Building Inspection Division. 

Sign-off on the Occupancy Permit by the Building Division shall satisfy this requirement. 

 

8. Obtain a permit to operate the generators from the North Coast Unified Air Quality Management 

District and obtain an electric permit from the County’s Building Department. 

 

9. The applicant shall submit a grading, erosion and sediment control plan that shall be prepared by a 
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qualified engineer, if applicable. The plan shall identify the cubic yards of all grading that has been 

completed, and any proposed. A letter or similar communication from the Building Division verifying 

that all grading related to the cannabis cultivation operation are permitted, or not needed, will 

satisfy this condition. 

 
10. The applicant shall install water monitoring device on the well and storage tanks as applicable – to 

monitor water used for cannabis irrigation sperate from domestic use.  

 

11. The applicant shall install, at a minimum, 2,500 gallons of water tank storage to be dedicated for fire 

suppression and assign numbers to greenhouses per CALFIRE recommendation. 

 

12. A Site Management Plan (SMP) was prepared pursuant to Tier 1 enrollment under the State Water 

Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Cannabis Cultivation Policy, in congruence with Order WQ 2017-

0023-DWQ General Waste Discharge Requirements for Dischargers of Waste Associated with 

Cannabis Cultivation Activities. However, the SMP is deficient at assessing all sediment best practical 

treatment or control sources topics (i.e., road conditions, erosion control measures, stream setbacks, 

biological measures) as detailed in SWRCB example SMPs. The applicant shall revise the SMP and 

submit it to the County. The applicant shall then implement all best practical treatment or control 

measures detailed in a revised and complete SMP when developed for the project. A letter or similar 

communication from the SWRCB verifying that all their requirements have been met will satisfy this 

condition. 

 

13. The applicant shall be compliant with the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency 

requirements regarding hazardous materials. A written verification of compliance shall be required 

before any provisional permits may be finalized. Ongoing proof of compliance with this condition 

shall be required at each annual inspection in order to keep the permit valid. 

 

14. The applicant shall execute and file with the Planning Division the statement titled, “Notice and 

Acknowledgment regarding Agricultural Activities in Humboldt County,” (“Right to Farm” ordinance) 

as required by the HCC and available at the Planning Division. 

 

B. Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions Which Must be Satisfied for the Life of the Project:  
 

1. The combination of background, generator and greenhouse fan or other operational equipment 

created noise must not result in the harassment of Northern Spotted Owl species as required to meet 

the performance standards for noise set by Department Policy Statement No. 16-005  clarifying 

CMMLUO Section 55.4.11 (o) requirements. The combined noise levels measured at 100 feet or the 

edge of habitat, whichever is closer, shall be at or below 50 decibels. Conformance will be 

evaluated using current auditory disturbance guidance prepared by the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and further consultation where necessary. A building permit shall be obtained should 

any structures be necessary for noise attenuation.  

 
2. The light source used in the nursery greenhouse should comply with the International Dark Sky 

Association standards for Lighting Zone 0 and Lighting Zone 1, and be designed to regulate light 

spillage onto neighboring properties resulting from backlight, uplight, or glare (BUG). Should the 

Humboldt County Planning Division receive complaints that the lighting is out of alignment or not 

complying with these standards, within ten (10) working days of receiving written notification that a 

complaint has been filed, the applicant shall submit written verification that the lights’ shielding and 

alignment has been repaired, inspected and corrected as necessary.  

 

3. The applicant shall abide by recommendations of the Biological Report prepared by Natural 

Resources Management Corporation and received October 4, 2019 which include but are not 

limited to, strict adherence to riparian setback requirements and the requirements in the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA, 1600-

2019-0194-R1) – including the pre-construction yellow leg frog and nesting bird surveys necessary to 
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decommission the pond. Additionally, generators need to have secondary containment large 

enough to contain all fuel should a leak occur, all storage tanks should have functioning float valves 

that automatically shut off flow to avoid any sediment runoff to anadromous fish habitat, and no use 

of monofilament netting due to hazards associated with wildlife. 

 

4. Should the Humboldt County Planning Division receive complaints that the lighting or noise is not 

complying with the standards listed above in items B.1. and B.2., within ten working days of receiving 

written notification that a complaint has been filed, the applicant shall submit written verification 

that the lights’ shielding and alignment, and noise levels have been repaired, inspected, and 

corrected as necessary.  

 

5. The applicant shall adhere to CALFIRE Fuel Modification Standards. 

 

6. Ensure all generators be located on stable surfaces with a minimum 200-foot buffer from all 

waterways measured horizontally from the outer edge of the riparian drip zone.  

 

7. Prohibition on use of synthetic netting. To minimize the risk of wildlife entrapment, Permittee shall not 

use any erosion control and/or cultivation materials that contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) 

netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other erosion 

control measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) fiber, or 

other products without welded weaves. 

 

8. All refuse shall be contained in wildlife proof storage containers, at all times, and disposed of at an 

authorized waste management facility. 

 

9. Should any wildlife be encountered during work activities, the wildlife shall not be disturbed and be 

allowed to leave the work site unharmed.  

 

10. The use of anticoagulant rodenticide is prohibited. 

 

11. Road access across SW corner of the parcel shall remain open for fire and emergency medical 

services per recommendation from Southern Trinity VFD. 

 

12. The operator shall provide information to all employees about the potential health impacts of 

cannabis use on children.  Information shall be provided by posting the brochures from the 

Department of Health and Human Services titled “Cannabis Palm Card” and “Cannabis Rack Card.”  

This information shall also be provided to all employees as part of the employee orientation. 

 

13. All components of project shall be developed, operated, and maintained in conformance with the 

Project Description, the approved Site Plan, the Plan of Operations, and these conditions of 

approval.  Changes shall require modification of this permit except where consistent with Humboldt 

County Code Section 312-11.1, Minor Deviations to Approved Plot Plan. If offsite processing is chosen 

to be the preferred method of processing, this permit shall be modified to identify the offsite licensed 

facility. 
 

14. Cannabis cultivation and other commercial cannabis activity shall be conducted in compliance 

with all laws and regulations as set forth in the CMMLUO and Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis 

Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA), as applicable to the permit type. 

 

15. If operating pursuant to a written approved compliance agreement, permittee shall abate or cure 

violations at the earliest feasible date, but in no event no more than two (2) years from the date of 

issuance of a provisional clearance or permit. Permittee shall provide plans for curing such violations 

to the Planning and Building Department within one (1) year of issuance of the provisional clearance 

or permit. If good faith effort toward compliance can be shown within the two years following the 

issuance of the provisional clearance or permit, the Department may, at the discretion of the 
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Director, provide for extensions of the provisional permit to allow additional time to meet the 

outstanding requirements.  

 

16. Possession of a current, valid required license, or licenses, issued by any agency of the State of 

California in accordance with the MAUCRSA, and regulations promulgated thereunder, as soon as 

such licenses become available. 

 

17. Compliance with all statutes, regulations, and requirements of the SWRCB and the Division of Water 

Rights, at a minimum to include a statement of diversion of surface water from a stream, river, 

underground stream, or other watercourse required by Water Code Section 5101, or other 

applicable permit, license, or registration, as applicable.   

 

18. Confinement of the area of cannabis cultivation, processing, manufacture, or distribution to the 

locations depicted on the approved site plan. The commercial cannabis activity shall be set back 

at least 30 feet from any property line, and 600 feet from any school, school bus stop, church or other 

place of religious worship, or tribal cultural resources, except where a reduction to this setback has 

been approved pursuant to Section 55.4.11(d).  

 

19. Maintain enrollment in Tier 1, 2, or 3, certification with North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 

Board Order No. R1-2015-0023, if applicable, or any substantially equivalent rule that may be 

subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other responsible agency. 

 

20. Comply with the terms of any (current or future) applicable LSAA (1600 or 1602) Permit obtained from 

CDFW. 

 
21. Comply with the terms of a less-than-3-acre conversion exemption or timberland conversion permit, 

approved by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, if applicable. 

 

22. Consent to an annual onsite compliance inspection, with at least 24 hours prior notice, to be 

conducted by appropriate County officials during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 

9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., excluding holidays). 

 

23. Refrain from the improper storage or use of any fuels, fertilizer, pesticide, fungicide, rodenticide, or 

herbicide. 

 

24. Pay all applicable application, review for conformance with conditions and annual inspection fees. 

 

25. Fuel shall be stored and handled in compliance with applicable state and local laws and regulations, 

including the County of Humboldt’s Certified Unified Program Agency program, and in such a way 

that no spillage occurs. 

 

26. The master log books maintained by the applicant to track production and sales shall be maintained 

for inspection by the County. 

 

27. Pay all applicable taxes as required by the Humboldt County Commercial Marijuana Cultivation Tax 

Ordinance (Humboldt County Code Section 719-1 et seq.). 

 

Performance Standards for Cultivation and Processing Operations 

 

28. Pursuant to the Business and Professions Code section 26051.5(a)(8), an applicant seeking a 

cultivation license shall “provide a statement declaring the applicant is an ‘agricultural employer,’ 

as defined in the Alatorre-Zenovich-Dunlap-Berman Agricultural Labor Relations Act of 1975 (Part 3.5 

commencing with Section 1140) of Division 2 of the Labor Code), to the extent not prohibited by 

law.” 
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29. Cultivators shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations governing 

California Agricultural Employers, which may include federal and state wage and hour laws, 

Cal/OSHA, OSHA, the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act, and the Humboldt County Code 

(including the Building Code). 

 

30. Cultivators engaged in processing shall comply with the following Processing Practices:   

a. Processing operations must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition including all work 

surfaces and equipment.  

b. Processing operations must implement protocols which prevent processing contamination and 

mold and mildew growth on cannabis.  

c. Employees handling cannabis in processing operations must have access to facemasks and 

gloves in good operable condition as applicable to their job function.  

d. Employees must wash hands sufficiently when handling cannabis or use gloves. 

 

31. All persons hiring employees to engage in commercial cannabis cultivation and processing shall 

comply with the following Employee Safety Practices: 

a. Cultivation operations and processing operations must implement safety protocols and provide 

all employees with adequate safety training relevant to their specific job functions, which may 

include:  

(1) Emergency action response planning as necessary; 

(2) Employee accident reporting and investigation policies;  

(3) Fire prevention;  

(4) Hazard communication policies, including maintenance of material safety data sheets 

(MSDS);  

(5) Materials handling policies;  

(6) Job hazard analyses; and  

(7) Personal protective equipment policies, including respiratory protection.  

b. Cultivation operations and processing operations must visibly post and maintain an emergency 

contact list which includes at a minimum:  

(1) Operation manager contacts;  

(2) Emergency responder contacts; and  

(3) Poison control contacts. 

c. At all times, employees shall have access to safe drinking water and toilets and handwashing 

facilities that comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. Plumbing 

facilities and water source must be capable of handling increased usage without adverse 

consequences to neighboring properties or the environment. 
d. Onsite housing provided to employees shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local 

laws and regulations.   

 

32. All cultivators shall comply with the approved processing plan as to the following: 

a. Processing practices 

b. Location where processing will occur 

c. Number of employees, if any 

d. Employee Safety Practices 

e. Toilet and handwashing facilities 

f. Plumbing and/or septic system and whether or not the system is capable of handling increased 

usage 

g. Drinking water for employees 

h. Plan to minimize impact from increased road use resulting from processing 

i. Onsite housing, if any 

 

33. Term of Commercial Cannabis Activity Special Permit. Any Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Special 

Permit issued pursuant to the CMMLUO shall expire one (1) year after date of issuance, and on the 

anniversary date of such issuance each year thereafter, unless an annual compliance inspection 
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has been conducted and the permittees and the permitted site have been found to comply with 

all conditions of approval. 

 

34. If the inspector or other County official determines that the permittees or site do not comply with the 

conditions of approval, the inspector shall serve the permit holder with a written statement identifying 

the items not in compliance, and the action that the permit holder may take to cure the 

noncompliance, or file an appeal within ten (10) days of the date that the written statement is 

delivered to the permit holder. Personal delivery or mailing the written statement to the mailing 

address listed on the application by regular mail, plus three (3) days after date of mailing, shall 

constitute delivery. The permit holder may request a reinspection to determine whether or not the 

permit holder has cured all issues of noncompliance. Failure to request reinspection or to cure any 

items of noncompliance shall terminate the Special Permit, immediately upon the expiration of any 

appeal period, or final determination of the appeal if an appeal has been timely filed pursuant to 

Section 55.4.13.   

 

35. Permit Renewals to Comply with Updated Laws and Regulations. Permit renewal is subject to the 

laws and regulations effective at the time of renewal, which may be substantially different than the 

regulations currently in place and may require the submittal of additional information to ensure that 

new standards are met. 

 

36. Acknowledgements to Remain in Full Force and Effect. Permittee acknowledges that the County 

reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for cultivation under any clearance or permit 

issued in accordance with this section in the event that environmental conditions, such as a 

sustained drought or low flows in the watershed in which the cultivation area is located, will not 

support diversions for irrigation. 

 
37. Transfers. Transfer of any leases or permits approved by this project is subject to the review and 

approval of the Planning Director for conformance with CMMLUO eligibility requirements and 

agreement to permit terms and acknowledgments. The fee for required permit transfer review shall 

accompany the request. The request shall include the following information: 

a. Identifying information for the new owner(s) and management as required in an initial permit 

application; 

b. A written acknowledgment by the new owner in accordance as required for the initial permit 

application;  

c. The specific date on which the transfer is to occur;  

d. Acknowledgement of full responsibility for complying with the existing permit; and 

e. Execution of an Affidavit of Non-diversion of Medical Cannabis. 

 

38. Inspections. The permit holder and subject property owner are to permit the County or 

representative(s) or designee(s) to make inspections at any reasonable time deemed necessary to 

assure that the activities being performed under the authority of this permit are in accordance with 

the terms and conditions prescribed herein. 

 

Informational Notes:     

 

1. Pursuant to Section 314-55.4.11(a) of the CMMLUO, if upon inspection for the initial application, 

violations of any building or other health, safety, or other state or county statute, ordinance, or 

regulation are discovered, the Planning and Building Department may issue a provisional clearance 

or permit with a written approved Compliance Agreement. By signing the agreement, the permittee 

agrees to abate or cure the violations at the earliest opportunity but in no event more than two years 

after the date of issuance of the provisional clearance or permit. Plans for curing the violations shall 

be submitted to the Planning and Building Department by the permittee within one year of the 

issuance of the provisional certificate or permit. The terms of the compliance agreement may be 

appealed pursuant to Section 314-55.4.13 of the CMMLUO. 
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2. This provisional permit approval shall expire and become null and void at the expiration of one year 

after all appeal periods have lapsed (see “Effective Date”), except where the Compliance 

Agreement per Condition of Approval #5 has been executed and the corrective actions pursuant 

to the agreement are being undertaken. Once building permits have been secured and/or the use 

initiated pursuant to the terms of the agreement, the use is subject to the Permit Duration and 

Renewal provisions set forth in the Ongoing Requirements/Development Restrictions, above.   

 

3. If cultural resources are encountered during construction activities, the contractor onsite shall cease 

all work in the immediate area and within a 50-foot buffer of the discovery location. A qualified 

archaeologist and the appropriate Tribal Historic Preservation Officer(s) are to be contacted to 

evaluate the discovery and, in consultation with the applicant and the lead agency, develop a 

treatment plan in any instance where significant impacts cannot be avoided. 

 

 Prehistoric materials may include obsidian or chert flakes, tools, locally darkened midden soils, 

groundstone artifacts, shellfish or faunal remains, and human burials. If human remains are found, 

California Health and Safety Code 7050.5 requires that the County Coroner be contacted 

immediately at 707-445-7242. If the Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, the 

Native American Heritage Commission will then be contacted by the Coroner to determine 

appropriate treatment of the remains pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98. 

Violators shall be prosecuted in accordance with PRC Section 5097.99.  

 

4. The applicant shall be aware that the Federal Government considers the cultivation of cannabis to 

be an illegal activity. This project is accessed by using roads that pass-through lands owned by the 

Federal Government. The Federal Government may not allow the applicant to use these roads to 

transport cannabis. In such case, Humboldt County will not provide relief to the applicant.  Approval 

of this permit does not authorize transportation of cannabis across Federal lands. 
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Background 

 

Modified Project Description and Project History –  

 

The Commercial Medical Marijuana Land Use Ordinance (CMMLUO) established specific regulations for 

commercial cannabis operations in Humboldt County. These regulations were developed in concert 

with the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) that was adopted for the ordinance in order to 

implement the mitigation measures of the MND. The MND addressed the broad environmental impacts 

that could be expected to occur from the adoption and implementation of the ordinance.  The MND 

specified that the regulations established in the CMMLUO would mitigate the impacts of existing 

cannabis operations by establishing regulations for an existing unregulated land use to help prevent and 

reduce environmental impacts that are known to result from unpermitted baseline cultivation 

operations. Commercial cannabis cultivation in existence as of December 31, 2015 was included in the 

environmental baseline for the MND and the MND states that “Bringing existing operations into 

compliance will help to attenuate potential environmental effects from existing cultivation activities, 

including aesthetic impacts resulting from improper operation or poor siting.” The current project was 

contemplated by the MND and compliance with the provisions of the CMMLUO will fully mitigate all 

environmental impacts of the project to a less-than-significant level. 

 

Mother Tree Family Farms, LLC, seeks a Special Permit to allow the continued operation of an existing 

10,000-square-foot (SF) outdoor light-deprivation cannabis cultivation operation utilizing greenhouses in 

accordance with Humboldt County Code Section 314-55.4 of Chapter 4 of Division I of Title III, CMMLUO. 

The site is designated Residential Agriculture (RA20-160) in the Humboldt County 2017 General Plan and 

zoned Forestry Recreation (FR-B-5[40]). Cultivation takes place in three separate areas: Cultivation Area 

1 (upper area) contains 6,980 SF of cultivation area in four greenhouses, Cultivation Area 2 (middle area) 

contains 1,808 SF of cultivation area in two greenhouses, and Cultivation Area 3 (lower area) contains 

1,200 SF of cultivation area in one greenhouse. An additional 1,200 SF exists as an ancillary immature 

plant area in Cultivation Area 1. Two harvests are anticipated annually in the greenhouses for a growing 

season that extends from July through October. Water for irrigation is provided by a 200-foot-deep 

permitted well (18/19-0057) which was drilled in October 2018, estimated to yield 10 gallons-per-minute. 

A Final Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA,1600-2019-0194-R1) with the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife was obtained for the replacement of four culvert crossings and the pond 

decommissioning. A Special Permit is also requested for the decommissioning of a pond and restoration 

of a headwater to a Class III watercourse. 

 

The project was referred to the Northwest Information Center and the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville 

Rancheria. The Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria in 

an email dated February 14, 2018 recommended that the project include the “standard inadvertent 

archaeological discovery language as a condition of project approval.” Ongoing conditions of 

approval are incorporated regarding the Inadvertent Discoveries Protocol to protect cultural resources. 

No known tribal cultural resources are located on the project site. A Biological Report was prepared for 

the project that concluded that no habitat for listed or sensitive species was identified in the vicinity of 

the project site and the project and operations are unlikely to have an effect on these species. The LSAA 

includes a requirement for preconstruction surveys by a qualified biologist for foothill yellow legged frog 

and nesting birds if construction, grading, vegetation removal, or other project related improvements 

are necessary during the nesting season Additionally, all development currently meets, or will meet as a 

condition of approval, appropriate Streamside Management Area setbacks preserving them as wildlife 

corridors. 

 

The modified project is consistent with the adopted MND for the CMMLUO because it complies with all 

standards of the CMMLUO which were intended to mitigate impacts of existing cultivation. These include 

ensuring supplemental lighting and security lighting adheres to Dark Sky Association standards and 

ensuring project related noise does not harass nearby wildlife which will limit impacts to biological 

resources as a result of light and noise.  
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Purpose - Section 15164 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides that the lead 

agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously certified MND if some changes or additions are 

necessary but none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for a subsequent Environmental 

Impact Report (EIR) or Negative Declaration have occurred. Section 15162 states that when an EIR has 

been certified for a project, no subsequent EIR  shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency 

determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one or more of the 

following: 

 

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which require major revisions of the previous MND 

due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 

severity of previously identified significant effects; 

 

2. Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken 

which will require major revisions of the previous MND due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 

effects; or 

 

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been known 

with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous MND was certified as complete, 

shows any of the following: A) the project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in 

the previous MND; B) significant effect previously examined will be substantially more severe than 

shown in the previous MND; C) mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 

would in fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 

project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or, D) 

mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the 

previous MND would substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, but 

the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

 

Summary of Significant Project Effects and Mitigation Recommended 

 

No changes are proposed for the original MND recommended mitigations. The proposal to authorize 

the continued operation of an existing cannabis cultivation site consisting of 10,000 square feet of 

cultivation with ancillary propagation and drying activities is fully consistent with the impacts identified 

and adequately mitigated in the original MND. The project as conditioned to implement responsible 

agency recommendations, results in no significantly adverse environmental effects beyond those 

identified in the MND. Compliance with the CMMLUO ensures consistency with the adopted MND and 

provides for mitigation of all project related impacts to a less than significant level. 

 

In reviewing the application for consistency with the adopted MND, the County considered the 

following information and studies, among other documents: 

 

• Site Plan prepared by Mother Earth Engineering received 10/4/19. 

• Cultivation and Operations Plan prepared by applicant, undated. 

• Water Resources Protection Plan prepared by Timberland Resource Consultants. 

• Site Management Plan Application (ID # 407897) dated 2/26/20 for the State Water Resources 

Control Board Cannabis Cultivation Policy (Cannabis Policy) and Order WQ 2017-0023-DWQ 

General Waste Discharge Requirements for Dischargers of Waste Associated with Cannabis 

Cultivation Activities (General Order). 

• A Final Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA, 1600-2019-0194-R1) with the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) dated 10/25/19, received 10/30/19. 

• A receipt for the purchase and maintenance of a portable toilet from Six Rivers Portable Toilets, 

LLC, dated 8/25/18, received 9/5/19. 

• Road Evaluation Reports for County Line Creek Road, Bronco Road, River Road, and U.S. Forest 

Service Road 1, prepared by the applicant, dated 5/3/18. 
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• Parcel Boundary Survey, prepared by Wallace Wright, Licensed Surveyor (LS #4851), dated 

3/18/19, received 5/5/19. 

• Biological Report prepared by Natural Resources Management Corporation, dated 4/12/19, 

received 10/4/19. 

• Permitted (18/19-0057) Well Completion Report from Fisch Drilling, dated 10/01/18. 

• A notarized 5-year access agreement from neighboring parcel owners allowing water tank 

storage and maintenance on APN 208-231-011, dated 7/24/19, received 9/05/19. 

 

 

Other CEQA Considerations 

 

Staff suggests no changes for the revised project. 

 

EXPLANATION OF DECISION NOT TO PREPARE A SUPPLEMENTAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION OR 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

 

See Purpose statement above. 

 

In every impact category analyzed in this review, the projected consequences of the current project 

proposal are either the same or less than significantly increased than the initial project for which the MND 

was adopted. Based upon this review, the following findings are supported: 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The proposed project will permit an existing cannabis operation and bring the operation into 

compliance with county and state requirements intended to adequately mitigate environmental 

impacts.   

 

2. The circumstances under which the project was approved have not changed substantially. 

There are no new significant environmental effects and no substantial increases in the severity of 

previously identified effects. 

 

3. For the current proposed project, there has been no new information of substantial importance, 

which was not known and could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence 

at the time the previous MND was adopted as complete.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Based on these findings it is concluded that an Addendum to the certified MND is appropriate to address 

the requirements under CEQA for the current project proposal. All of the findings, mitigation 

requirements, and mitigation and monitoring program of the MND, remain in full force and effect on the 

original project. 

  

PLN-13138-SP Mother Tree Family Farm                      June 17, 2021 Page 24 of 122



 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

Applicant’s Evidence in Support of the Required Findings 

 

Attachment 3 includes a listing of all written evidence which has been submitted by the applicant in 

support of making the required findings. The following materials are on file with the Planning Division: 

 

1. The name, contact address, and phone number(s) of the applicant. (Application form on file) 

 

2. If the applicant is not the record title owner of parcel, written consent of the owner for the 

application with original signature and notary acknowledgement. (On file) 

 

3. Site plan showing the entire parcel, including easements, streams, springs, ponds and other surface 

water features, and the location and area for cultivation on the parcel with dimensions of the area 

for cultivation and setbacks from property lines. The site plan shall also include all areas of ground 

disturbance or surface water disturbance associated with cultivation activities, including access 

roads, water diversions, culverts, ponds, dams, graded flats, and other related features. If the area 

for cultivation is within one-quarter mile (1,320 feet) of a school, school bus stop, church or other 

place of religious worship, public park, or tribal cultural resource, the site plan shall include 

dimensions showing that the distance from the location of such features to the nearest point of the 

cultivation area is at least 600 feet. (Site plan prepared by Mother Earth Engineering stamped 

received 10/4/19 – Attached with project Maps) 

 

4. A cultivation and operations plan that meets or exceeds minimum legal standards for water 

storage, conservation and use; drainage, runoff and erosion control; watershed and habitat 

protection; proper storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated products to be used on the 

parcel; and a description of cultivation activities (outdoor, indoor, mixed light), the approximate 

date(s) cannabis cultivation activities have been conducted on the parcel prior to the effective 

date of this ordinance, if applicable, and schedule of activities during each month of the growing 

and harvesting season. (Cultivation and Operations Plan prepared by applicant, undated - 

Attached) 

 

5. Description of water source, storage, irrigation plan, and projected water usage. (Included in 

Cultivation Operations Plan (item 4. above) and Site Management Plan prepared for State Water 

Board Cannabis General Order (item 6. below) 

 

6. Copy of Notice of Intent and Monitoring Self-Certification and other documents filed with the North 

Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) demonstrating enrollment in Tier 1, 2 or 3, 

North Coast RWQCB Order No. 2015-0023, or any substantially equivalent rule that may be 

subsequently adopted by the County of Humboldt or other responsible agency. (Water Resources 

Protection Plan prepared by Timberland Resource Consultants – On file and to be superseded by 

Site Management Plan (Application ID # 407897, once completed – Attached) 

 

7. If any onsite or offsite component of the cultivation facility, including access roads, water supply, 

grading or terracing, impacts the bed or bank of any stream or other watercourse, a copy of the 

Streambed Alteration Permit obtained from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

(Notification No. 1600-2019-0194-R1 executed 10/30/19 – Attached) 

 

8. If the source of water is a well, a copy of the County well permit, if available. (Permit Number 18/19-

0057– Attached) 

 

9. Consent for onsite inspection of the parcel by County officials at prearranged date and time in 

consultation with the applicant prior to issuance of any clearance or permit, and once annually 

thereafter. (On file) 
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10. For indoor cultivation facilities, identify the source of electrical power and how it will meet with the 

energy requirements in Section 55.4.8.2.3, and plan for compliance with applicable building codes. 

(Not applicable) 

 

11. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to reduce the size of the area allowed for 

cultivation under any clearance or permit issued in accordance with this Section in the event that 

environmental conditions, such as a sustained drought or low flows in the watershed, will not 

support diversions for irrigation. (On file) 

 

12. Acknowledge that the County reserves the right to engage with local tribes before consenting to 

the issuance of any clearance or permit, if cultivation operations occur within an Area of Traditional 

Tribal Cultural Affiliation, as defined herein. This process will follow current departmental referral 

protocol, including engagement with the tribe(s) through coordination with their Tribal Historic 

Preservation Officer (THPO) or other tribal representatives. This procedure shall be conducted similar 

to the protocols outlined under SB 18 (Burton) and AB 52 (Gatto), which describe “government to 

government” consultation, through tribal and local government officials and their designees. During 

this process, the tribe may request that operations associated with the clearance or permit be 

designed to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to tribal cultural resources, as defined herein. 

Examples include, but are not limited to, conducting a site visit with the THPO or their designee to the 

existing or proposed cultivation site, requiring that a professional cultural resources survey be 

performed, or requiring that a tribal cultural monitor be retained during project-related ground 

disturbance within areas of sensitivity or concern. The County shall request that a records search be 

performed through the California Historical Resources Information System. (On file) 

 

13. Road Evaluation Reports for County Line Creek Road, Bronco Road, River Road, and U.S. Forest 

Service Road 1 prepared by the applicant, dated 5/3/18. (Attached) 

 
14. Biological Report prepared by Natural Resources Management Corporation, received 10/4/19. 

(Confidential and On File) 
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Cultivation and Operations Plan    
 

1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Existing cannabis cultivation.  

Outdoor with no artificial lighting 

10,000 sq ft total cultivation area 

2 WATER 

Water source + Storage:   

Primary water source is a permitted well (WCR2018-008702) located at Lat/Long: 40.5118, -123.5869. 

Water storage consists of 9,000 gallons of water storage tanks on the property directly to the north of 

the applicant’s property for gravity feed.  

Irrigation Plan:  

Mulching, time of day watering, and moisture retentive soils for water conservation. Water is applied at 

no more than agronomic rates. 

Projected Water Usage:   

Estimated 165,000 gallons of water for irrigation per growing season. The following table details the 

estimated water usage by month. 

Month Estimated Water Usage 
(Gallons) 

January 0 

February 0 

March 0 

April 2,500 

May 10,300 

June 25,300 

July 50,160 

August  32,550 

September 30,600 

October 14,175 

November  0 

December 0 
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 Water usage will be monitored and recorded following all agency requirements. Including but not 

limited to : CDFW, State Water Board, … 

 

3 SITE CHARACTERISTICS 

Drainage:  

At all times water is used appropriately and applied at no more than agronomic rates. 

Site has well-draining soils and natural vegetation is maintained around all cultivation areas. Rock and 

riprap is installed on all drainage ditches rock to reduce flow velocity and minimize erosion. 

 

Runoff and Erosion Control Measures:  

Buffers of native vegetation are maintained around all cultivation areas. The majority of the parcel is 

covered by trees and perennial bushes and is conserved as wilderness.  

All exposed areas of soil have been reseeded and mulched with straw and are monitored and 

maintained to promote revegetation. Erosion control measures (hay waddles, straw bales, etc.) are 

implemented prior to each rainy season to help minimize sediment discharge.  

Rock is available on nearby parcel. Roads are well maintained with rock and water bars as required. Flats 

are french drained with sediment traps to promote infiltration. 

4 WATERSHED + HABITAT PROTECTION 

Applicant is enrolled in the Regional Water Board’s Cannabis Discharge Waiver Program with Timber 

Resource Consultants. TRC is a certified third-party program and has been contracted by the applicant 

for enrollment and development/implementation of Water Resources Protection Plan to ensure riparian 

watershed and habitat protection.  

All trash, recycling, amendments, fertilizers, and other cultivation related materials are stored such that 

they are secured from wildlife and cannot be released into the natural environment. 

Buffers of natural vegetation and habitat are maintained around all areas of human activity. The 

majority of parcel is undeveloped and conserved in a wild state. 

Cultivation areas will be maintained to prevent nutrients from leaving the site at all times: during the 

growing season and post-harvest. 
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5 STORAGE + HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Storage of fertilizers, pesticides, and other regulated products is in accordance with best practices, 

including storage within an enclosed space to prevent surface water contamination. 

Fertilizers, potting soils, compost, soils, soil amendments, fuels, and all cultivation related items and 

wastes are stored in locations and in a manner in which they cannot enter or be transported into surface 

waters and such that nutrients or other pollutants cannot be leached into groundwater and cannot 

enter the environment.  

Amendments and Nutrients:  

Amendments will be brought to site and used immediately. No amendment storage onsite. 

All other fertilizers, nutrients, etc are stored in shed. Secondary containment provided for all liquid 

products. All products applied per package directions or more conservatively. 

Pesticides and Herbicides: 

Only OMRI listed and/or approved products will be utilized for pest and disease control.  All products are 

stored in a shed. Secondary containment is provided for all liquid products. All products are applied 

using package directions. 

Fuel: 

Negligable volume of fuel stored onsite. Fuel is stored in 5 gal cans,  with approximately 5 cans onsite 
(25 gal fuel total). All are stored with secondary containment in enclosure. Compliance with all 
applicable regulations is maintained . 

6  SOLID WASTE/RECYCLING 

Refuse and garbage is stored in a location and manner that prevents its discharge to receiving water and 
prevents any leachate or contact water from entering or percolating to receiving waters. 

Storage Area: Trash and recycling are stored in trash cans with lids in shed. 

Removal Frequency:  Trash and recycling removed from site at least once weekly or more frequently. 

Disposal Facility: McKinleyville or Eureka transfer station. 
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Waste Soil/ Growth Media: All soil is amended and reused. 

7 DESCRIPTION OF CULTIVATION ACTIVITIES 

Existing outdoor cultivation totaling 9,972 square feet of the permitted 10,000 square feet. An additional 

1,200 square feet exists as immature plant area.  

 

8 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES  

Generator use:  

Generator electricity is utilized for nursery and propagation activities in early spring, and is used 

intermittently to pump water in summer months. Four generators are used onsite; A Honda EU3000i, 

two Yamaha A-I Power SC2000i, and a MQ 15kW. In the fall, the generators are used to run heaters and 

dehumidifiers for drying. Generator noise is less than 60 decibels at property line. Noise measurements 

may be found in Attachment A.  

 

 

Month Activities 
January No activity. Infrequent visits for site maintenance. 

February No activity. Infrequent visits for site maintenance. 

March Preparation. Bring materials to site. 

April Bring starts. Plant. 

May Nursery and transplanting. 

June Farm operation and maintenance 

July Farm operation and maintenance. Harvest 

August Farm operation and maintenance. Replant 

September Farm operation and maintenance. Harvest 

October Harvest 

November Dry. Processing (offsite).  Clean up. 

December No activity. Infrequent visits for site maintenance. 
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9 OPERATIONS AND PROCESSING PROTOCOLS 

 

Processing Practices:  

Plants are harvested and dried onsite with use of heaters and fans in shed.   

Currently crop is mechanically trimmed and/or processed offsite by a licensed facility as feasible.  It is 

proposed that crop will be processed offsite at licensed 3rd party facility and/or processed onsite by a 

fully licensed mobile processing contractor and/or another processing method/approach that meets all 

industry, county, state, federal rules and guidelines. 

Great care is taken to maintain all work surfaces and equipment in a clean and sanitary condition. 

Protocols to prevent contamination of cannabis product with mold and mildew are strictly followed. 

Curing takes place in an environment with temperature and humidity control. The finished product is 

then moved to a secure location. 

Processing operations include the following Processing Practices: 

(1) Processing operations will be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition including all 

work surfaces and equipment. 

(2) Processing operations will implement protocols which prevent processing contamination 

and mold and mildew growth on cannabis. 

(3) Persons handling cannabis in processing operations will have access to facemasks and 

gloves in good operable condition as applicable to their job function. 

(4) Persons handling cannabis will wash hands sufficiently when handling cannabis of use 

gloves. 

 

Processing Location: Processing offsite at licensed 3rd party facility as available. 

Staffing  

Operators :  Applicant and immediate family operate cultivation site. No employees at this time.  

# workers :  Approximately 2 permanent, +3 seasonal (total season max 5) workers are needed for 

this operation seasonally. 

Days and Hours of Operation 

The facility is not open to the public and will not accept visitors without a specific business purpose. 

Hours of operation will typically be from 8 AM to 7 PM. Commercial activities such as shipping and 

receiving will be limited to 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
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Safety Practices: Cultivation and processing operations implement best practices to the highest degree 

feasible. There are no employees at this time, if the operation chooses to include employees in the 

future it will comply with all County and State regulations where applicable.   

 

Safe Drinking Water, Toilets, and Sanitary Facilities  

At all times, there will be access to safe drinking water and toilets and handwashing facilities that 

comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations.  

Drinking water source : permitted groundwater well 

Toilet : Portapotty service current. Permitted septic system to be implemented after cannabis permit 

approval.  

Handwashing : Portapotty service handwashing station. Also in outbuilding 

At all times will provideprovide and maintain toilet and hand-washing facilities in accordance with the 

requirements of Cal-OSHA and ADA/California Accessibility regulation.  

 

Parking + Traffic   

# parking spaces : more than 4 

 Workers commute to site from adjacent parcels. Due to the remote location of the facility and the 

limited commercial activity window, there are anticipated to be no significant noise or traffic impacts 

upon the occupants of neighboring properties. 

 

Onsite Housing:  

No onsite housing for commercial purposes at this time.  
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10 SECURITY PLAN  

The security measures located on the premises will include the following: 

 

a) Lighting and Surveillance-  Motion sensor lighting and game cameras are installed around the 

facilities. 

 

b) Alarm —Guard dogs are also present on the property during operations. 

 

c) Access Control -  All entrances to the facility are restricted by locked gates. The remote location 

of property provides an additional component of security. 

 

d) Fencing — The cultivation area is fenced with wildlife providing intrusion protection. 

 

e) All cultivation related items and products will be stored in locked locations.  

 

f) All Medical Marijuana other than lab samples will be transported to State licensed and/or 

locally permitted licensed medical cannabis wholesale, distribution, or manufacturing 

companies by a State licensed and/or locally permitted licensed transport company. 
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GENERATOR DECIBEL MEASUREMENTS 

 

Honda EU 3000i generator noise measurements (dB’s) at 0 ft, 25 ft, 42 ft, and 100 ft. 

 

Yamaha iPower generator noise measurements (dB’s) at 0 ft, 25 ft, 50 ft, and 100 ft. 

 

MQ 15 kW generator noise measurements (dB’s) at 0 ft, 25 ft, 50 ft, and 100 ft. 
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Eastern California Cannabis Regulatory Program

 Regional Water Quality Control Board

Site Management Plan 
January 1, 2019 Version

County: Tier: 

Operation Name: Risk: 

Site Name: Disturbed Area (ft2): 

Site Address: Cultivation Area (ft2): 

APN(s): Cumulative Disturbed Area (ft2)*: 

Application ID #: Cumulative Cultivation Area (ft2)*: 

*For sites with multiple enrollments on the same property, report the combined disturbed area and cultivation area of all
cannabis cultivation on the property.  If this does not apply, leave this section blank.

This plan describes how the cultivator is implementing the best practical treatment or control (BPTC) measures listed in 
Attachment A of the Cannabis General Order. Refer to Attachment D of the General Order for further technical report 
guidance. If the sections below do not provide sufficient space, you may attach additional pages. 

 Email the completed and saved electronic form along with maps and photos to 
Lahontan.Cannabis@waterboards.ca.gov

1. Sediment Discharge BPTC Measures

A. Site Characteristics

i. Site Map

Attach a map of the site.  The map should contain the following features with labels: 
• Access roads
• Vehicle parking areas

• Streams

• Stream crossings
• Cultivation site(s)

• Disturbed areas
• Buildings

• Other site features that are referenced in this plan. (e.g. BPTC measures, pesticide/ fertilizer storage, trash/
refuse storage, etc.)

The map should also include: 
• A legend
• A north arrow

• A scale bar

• Topographic lines

ii. Access Road Conditions

a. What is the road surface type(s)? Check all that apply.

□ Asphalt  ☐ Gravel  ☐ Dirt  ☐ Concrete  ☐ Other (describe):

1 
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b. Is there evidence of erosion, such as gullies or rills?  If yes, describe current conditions and how they will
be remediated in the space below.

☐ Yes     ☐ No

c. Does any portion of the access road(s) act as a conveyance for water? If yes, describe in the space below.

☐ Yes     ☐ No

d. What is the estimated vehicle traffic on these roads?

Commuter vehicles: _____ per  

Commercial vehicles: _____ per  

Heavy equipment: _____ per 

Other _________________: _____ per 

e. How is storm water drained from the roads? Check all that apply.  Refer to The Handbook for Forest Ranch
and Rural Roads for information on the methods listed below. (Available at http://www.pacificwatershed.com/
PWA-publications-library.)

☐ Crowned     ☐ Out slope     ☐ Armored ditch     ☐ Culverts     ☐ Rolling dips     ☐ Other (describe below)
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f. Describe the number, spacing, and discharge location of water drainage features.

g. Select the erosion control and sediment capture measures used on the access roads and water drainage
features. Check all that apply.

Erosion Control Measures 

☐ Erosion control blankets     ☐ Geotextiles     ☐ Straw mulch     ☐ Hydromulch     ☐ Wood mulch

☐ Vegetation Preservation     ☐ Vegetation Planting     ☐ Hydroseeding     ☐ Vegetated channels

☐ Check dams     ☐ Other: _________________________

Sediment Capture Measures

☐ Fiber Rolls     ☐ Silt fences     ☐ Other: ________________________

h. What activities are done to maintain the roads?  What activities are done to maintain erosion control
measures? What is the maintenance schedule?

Describe the selected measures in the space below:
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iii. Streams

a. Do you have any streams, drainages, or channels on or adjacent to your property?

☐ Yes     ☐ No

b. If applicable, provide the name(s) of the stream(s).  If the stream, drainage, or channel doesn’t have a name,
write “Unnamed Stream”:

c. If there is a stream, what is the distance between the edge of the stream bank and the edge of the disturbed
area at the closest point?  How did you take this measurement?

_________ feet     Measurement method:

d. Do you have any stream crossings?

☐ Yes     ☐ No

e. If yes, what types of crossings are they?  If there are multiple crossings, check all that apply.

☐ Bridge  ☐  Culvert  ☐ Low water  ☐ Other, Describe: ____________________________________

f. If yes, was the crossing designed by a Qualified Professional (e.g. licensed engineer)?

☐ Yes     ☐ No

g. Provide a description of all stream crossings, including who designed them, number of crossings, material,
size, frequency of use, and any other relevant details.  Indicate the location of stream crossings on your site
map.  Attach photos of all stream crossings and cross-sectional areas of all engineered flow conveyances (e.g.
culverts and ditches) used at crossings.
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B. Sediment Erosion Prevention and Sediment Capture

If you are classified as Moderate Risk Tier 1 or Moderate Risk Tier 2 and are submitting a Site Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan that includes the following information, you may skip this section. 

i. Erosion Prevention BPTC Measures

On your site map, indicate the location of erosion prevention BPTC measures described below.  Describe erosion 
prevention BPTC measures around all disturbed areas and features. Include BPTC measures implemented to address 
erosion resulting from storm water runoff from impervious surfaces, including but not limited to parking lots and 
roofs of greenhouses, warehouses, or storage facilities.  Attach photos documenting implemented measures and 
locations for planned implementation. 

a. How is storm water drained from buildings, greenhouses, and other structures?  How are storm
water conveyance systems monitored and maintained to protect water quality?

b. What physical BPTC measures have been implemented to prevent or limit erosion? Check all that apply.

☐ Straw mulch     ☐ Wood mulch     ☐ Hydromulch     ☐ Plastic covers     ☐ Slope stabilization     ☐ Soil binders

☐ Erosion control blankets     ☐  Geotextiles     ☐ Culvert outfall armoring     ☐ Other:

Describe the physical BPTC measures checked above, including when they are used and where they are placed. 

c. What biological BPTC measures have been implemented to prevent or limit erosion? (e.g. vegetation
preservation/ replacement, hydro seeding, etc.)?  Check all that apply.

☐ Vegetation preservation     ☐ Vegetation planting     ☐ Hydroseeding    ☐ Other:
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d. What physical and biological BPTC measures do you plan to implement to prevent or limit erosion?  Check all
that apply.

Physical BPTC measures: 

☐ Straw mulch     ☐ Wood mulch     ☐ Plastic covers     ☐ Slope stabilization     ☐ Soil binders

☐ Culvert outfall armoring     ☐ Other:

Biological BPTC measures: 

☐ Vegetation preservation     ☐ Native vegetation planting     ☐ Hydroseeding    ☐ Other:

Describe the planned BPTC measures and provide an implementation schedule below. 

Describe the biological BPTC measures checked above, including when they are used and where they are employed. 
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ii. Sediment Control BPTC Measures

On your site map, indicate the location of sediment control BPTC measures described below.  Describe sediment 
control BPTC measures around all disturbed areas and features. Attach photos documenting implemented measures 
and locations for planned implementation. 

a. What physical BPTC measures have been implemented to capture sediment that has been eroded? Check all
that apply.

☐ Silt fences     ☐ Fiber rolls     ☐ Settling ponds/ areas     ☐ Other:

Describe the physical BPTC measures checked above, including when they are used and where they are placed. 

b. What biological BPTC measures have been implemented to capture sediment that has been eroded? Check all
that apply.

☐ Vegetated outfalls     ☐ Hydro seeding     ☐ Other:

Describe the biological BPTC measures checked above, including when they are used and where they are employed. 
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c. What physical and biological BPTC measures do you plan to implement to prevent or limit erosion?  Check all
that apply.

Physical BPTC measures: 

☐ Silt fences     ☐ Fiber rolls     ☐ Settling ponds/ areas     ☐ Other:

Biological BPTC measures: 

☐ Vegetated outfalls     ☐ Hydro seeding     ☐ Other:

Describe the planned BPTC measures and provide an implementation schedule below. 

iii. Maintenance Activities- Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control

a. How will erosion prevention BPTC measures, sediment control BPTC measures, and stormwater conveyance
systems be monitored and maintained to protect water quality?  Describe all required maintenance tasks and a
schedule for implementation.
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b. How will captured sediment be handled?  Check all that apply.

☐ Stabilized in place.     ☐ Excavated and stabilized on site.     ☐ Removed from the site.

Describe the procedure for handling captured sediment below: 
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2. Fertilizer, Pesticide, Herbicide, and Rodenticide BPTC Measures

A. Product List

In the sections below, list all products used and describe how they are delivered to the site, how they are stored, and 
how they are used at the site.  Also describe how products will be removed from the site or stored to prevent 
discharge if they are not consumed before the winter season.  If there is not enough space, list remaining products 
on a separate sheet. 

i. Fertilizers

Product Name Product Description 

ii. Pesticides

Product Name Active Ingredient and Product Description 
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iii. Herbicides

Product Name Active Ingredient and Product Description 

iv. Rodenticides

Product Name Active Ingredient and Product Description 
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B. Product Storage Location

i. Do you use secondary containment for the storage of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, and rodenticides?

☐ Yes    ☐  No

ii. Where are products stored on site?  Indicate the storage location on your site map.

C. Bulk Fertilizers and Chemical Concentrates

i. How are bulk fertilizers and chemical concentrates stored, mixed, and applied?

ii. How are empty containers disposed of?

D. Spill Prevention and Cleanup Plan

i. What procedures are in place to prevent spills of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, and rodenticides?
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ii. What procedures are in place to clean up spills if they occur? 

3. Petroleum Product BPTC Measures

A. Product List

In the sections below, list all products used and describe how they are delivered to the site, how they are stored, and 
how they are used at the site.  Also describe how products will be removed from the site or stored to prevent 
discharge if they are not consumed before the winter season. 

Product Name Product Description 

B. Product Storage Location

i. Do you use secondary containment for the storage of petroleum products? 

☐ Yes    ☐  No
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ii. Where are products stored on site?  Indicate the storage location on your site map. 

C. Product Use

i. How are fuels, lubricants, and other petroleum products stored, mixed, and applied? 

ii. How are empty containers disposed of? 

D. Spill Prevention and Cleanup Plan

i. What procedures are in place to prevent spills of petroleum products?  
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ii. What procedures are in place to clean up spills if they occur?

4. Trash/ Refuse, and Domestic Wastewater BPTC Measures

A. Type of Trash/ Refuse

i. What types of trash/ refuse will be generated at the site?  Include a description of all solid waste materials
(e.g. spent hydroponic growing media, organic materials, plastic, paper, glass, clay, etc.)

ii. How will trash/ refuse be contained and properly disposed of?

iii. Where will trash/ refuse be stored? Indicate the location of trash/ refuse storage on your site map.
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B. Personal Waste
i. How many employees, visitors, and residents will you have at the site?

Employees:  

Visitors: 

Residents: 

ii. What types of domestic wastewater will be generated at the site? Check all that apply.

☐ Household generated wastewater     ☐ Chemical toilet waste     ☐ Other:

iii. How will domestic wastewater be disposed? Check all that apply.

☐ Sewer

☐ Permitted onsite wastewater treatment system (e.g. septic tank and leach lines) Provide a schematic and a
copy of your permit for the system.

☐ Chemical toilets or holding tank. If so, provide the name of the servicing company and frequency of service:

☐ Outhouse, pit privy, or similar.  (Use of this alternative requires approval from the Regional Board Executive
Officer.  Attach the approval from the Executive Officer and any conditions imposed if using this alternative.
Indicate the location of any domestic wastewater treatment, storage, or disposal areas on your site map, as well
as the locations of all water wells (e.g. drinking water, irrigation water, commercial water, etc.) inside or within
0.5 mile of the site boundary.)

5. Winterization BPTC Measures

A. Winterization Activities Performed
What activities will be performed to winterize the size and prevent discharges of waste? 

per
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B. Maintenance of Drainage and Sediment Capture Features
What maintenance activities will be performed to remove debris and soil blockages from drainage and sediment 
capture features (e.g. drainage culverts, drainage trenches, settling ponds, etc.) and ensure adequate capacity 
exists?  Include a description of how all solid waste materials are managed. 

C. Revegetation Activities
What revegetation activities will occur at the beginning or end of the precipitation season? 

D. Compliance Schedule
If any Winterization BPTC measure cannot be completed before the onset of winter period, contact the Regional 
Water Board to establish a compliance schedule. 

Provide a timeline for implementation of these measures: 
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6. Cannabis Cultivation Details

A. Growing Methods

i. Where is cannabis grown?

☐ Fully outdoor     ☐ Hoophouse     ☐ Greenhouse with permeable floors     ☐ Other (please describe):

ii. What type of container is cannabis grown in?  Check all that apply.

☐ In ground    ☐ Raised beds    ☐ Pots/ grow bags/ trays on the ground

☐ Pots/ grow bags/ trays elevated off the ground     ☐ Other (describe):____________________________________

iii. If cannabis is grown in containers elevated off the ground, is irrigation tailwater collected?

☐ Yes     ☐  No     ☐  A portion of it is collected     ☐ N/A

If yes, describe what you do with the captured irrigation tailwater: 

B. Irrigation Water Treatment

i. Is irrigation water filtered prior to use?

☐ Yes     ☐  No

If irrigation water is filtered, answer the questions below: 

ii. What type of filtration is used (i.e. reverse osmosis, ion exchange,
etc.)?

iii. What is the maximum volume of water filtered per day?

iv. How are filter residuals (i.e. brines, etc.) disposed of?

v. What is the volume of residual produced?
_______________ gallons per

7. Certification
I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this

document and all attachments and that, based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining

the information, I believe that the information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant

penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment.

☐ I have read and accept the above terms.

Operator/Responsible Party _______________________________   Date Prepared ___________________ 
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH ANO WILDLIFE 
REGION 1 - NORTHERN REGION 
619 Second Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

STREAMBED AL TERA TION AGREEMENT 

NOTIFICATION No. 1600-2019-0194-R1 

RECEIVE D 
OCT S O 2019 

CDFW - EUREKA 

Unnamed Tributary to Mad River, and the Pacific Ocean 

Eric Paulsen 
Paulsen Water Diversion and Stream Crossings Project 
5 Encroachments 

This lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Eric Paulsen (Permittee) . 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Fish and Game Code (FGC) section 1602, the Permittee 
initially notified CDFW on March 13, 2019, revised on June 26, and October 25, 2019, 
that the Permittee intends to complete the project described herein. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to FGC section 1603, CDFW has determined that the project 
could substantially adversely affect existing fish or wildlife resources and has included 
measures in the Agreement necessary to protect those resources. 

WHEREAS, the Permittee has reviewed the Agreement and accepts its terms and 
conditions, including the measures to protect fish and wildlife resources. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Permittee agrees to complete the project in accordance with 
the Agreement. 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The project to be completed is located within the Mad-Redwood River watershed, 
approximately 11 .2 miles NE of the town of Bridgeville, County of Humboldt, State of 
California. The project is located in Section 35, T02N, ROSE, Humboldt Base and 
Meridian; in the Blake Mountain U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle; 
Assessor's Parcel Number 208-231-014; latitude 40.5113 N and longitude -123.5859 W 
at the point of diversion (POD). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The project is limited to five encroachments (Table 1). Four of the proposed 
encroachments are to upgrade failing and undersized culverts. Work for these 
encroachments will include excavation, removal of the failing culverts, replacement with 
new properly sized culverts, backfilling and compaction of fill , and rock armoring as 
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necessary to minimize erosion. The fifth encroachment is the decommissioning of an 
onstream pond. 

T able 1. Proiect Encroachments with Descri 1>tion 

ID Latltude/lonaltude Descrtotion 
Replace undersized 12" diameter culvert with minimum 30" 

Crossing-1 40.5095, -123.5859 diameter culvert 
Replace undersized 12" diameter culvert with minimum 30" 

Crossina-2 40.5111. -123.5846 diameter culvert 
Replace undersized 18" diameter culvert with minimum 48" 

Crossina-3 40.5109. -123.5863 diameter culvert 
Replace undersized 18" diameter culvert with minimum 48" 

Crossing-4 40.5111 -123.5863 diameter culvert 
Decommission on-stream pond and restore original stream 
channel according to the Grading and Erosion Control Plan 

Pond included in the Notification and in accordance with the terms of 
Decommission 40.5113, -123.5859 this Agreement. 

Described features disclosed within the notification but are not covered under this 
Agreement are listed in Table 2. This Agreement does not retroactively permit any 
stream crossings, water diversions or other encroachments not described in Table 1. 
Upon site inspection, CDFW may make additional recommendations regarding these 
features. 

The Notification discloses the use of a well located at Lat/Long 40.5118, 
-123.5870. This well is presented as the sole source of water for all needs on the 
property. CDFW did not evaluate hydraulic connection of the wells to surface water, nor 
was a hydrogeologic evaluation prepared by a licensed geologist provided for CDFW 
review. The well is located in close proximity to a stream and wetland complex and 
there is no information to suggest a lack of hydraulic connection. 

Pond 2 appears hydrologically connected by receiving waters from the wetland it is 
contained within and may be subject to FGC section 1602, but was not identified as a 
project and is not covered under this Agreement. 

Table 2. Descri 

ID 

Well 

Well 

Pond2 

· n of Features Not Notified or Covered Under this A reement 

Latitude/Lon ltude Desert 
Domestic and agricultural purposes. Located approximately 100 feet 
from unnamed tributary to Mad River and closer to a mapped wettand 
area. Upon site inspection CDFW may detemine the well is subject 

40.5118 -123.6869 to FGC 1602. 
Ory well located 50 feet off property within 600 feet from unnamed 

40.5118 -123.5831 tributa to Mad River 
Observed from aerial imagery appears and depicted in a wetland, 
most likely hydrologically connected. No diversion or modification is 
authorized by this Agreement The construction is not retroactively 

40.5095 -123.5859 rmitted and not be in com iance with Fish and Game Code. 
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PROJECT IMPACTS 

Existing fish or wildlife resources the project could substantially adversely affect include 
Chinook Salmon (0ncorhynchus tshawytscha), Coho Salmon (0. kisutch), Steelhead 
Trout (0. mykiss), Western Brook Lamprey (Lampetra richardson,), Pacific Lamprey 
(Entosphenus tridentatus), Southern Torrent Salamander (Rhyacotriton variegatus), 
Pacific Giant Salamander (Dicamptodon tenebrosus), Foothill Yellow-legged Frog 
(Rana boyli1J, Coastal Tailed Frog (Ascaphus true,), Western Pond Turtle (Actinemys 
marmorata marmorata) amphibians, reptiles, aquatic invertebrates, mammals, birds, 
and other aquatic and riparian species. 

The adverse effects the project could have on the fish or wildlife resources identified 
above include: 

Impacts to water quality: 
increased water temperature; 
reduced instream flow; 
temporary increase in fine sediment transport; 

Impacts to bed, channel, or bank and direct effects on fish, wildlife, and their 
habitat: 
loss or decline of riparian habitat; 
direct impacts on benthic organisms; 

Impacts to natural flow and effects on habitat structure and process: 
cumulative effect when other diversions on the same stream are considered; 
diversion of flow from activity site; 
direct and/or incidental take; 
indirect impacts; 
impediment of up- or down-stream migration; 
water quality degradation; and 
damage to aquatic habitat and function. 

MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES 

1. Administrative Measures 

The Permittee shall meet each administrative requirement described below. 

1.1 Documentation at Proiect Site. The Permittee shall make the Agreement, any 
extensions and amendments to the Agreement, and all related notification 
materials and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents, readily 
available at the project site at all times and shall be presented to CDFW personnel, 
or personnel from another state, federal, or local agency upon request. 
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1.2 Providing Agreement to Persons at Project Site. The Permittee shall provide 
copies of the Agreement and any extensions and amendments to the Agreement 
to all persons who will be working on the project at the project site on behalf of the 
Permittee, including but not limited to contractors, subcontractors, inspectors, and 
monitors. 

1.3 Notification of Conflicting Provisions. The Permittee shall notify CDFW if the 
• Permittee determines or learns that a provision in the Agreement might conflict 
with a provision imposed on the project by another local, state, or federal agency. 
In that event, CDFW shall contact the Permittee to resolve any conflict. 

1.4 Project Site Entry. The Permittee agrees to allow CDFW employees access to any 
property it owns and/or manages for the purpose of inspecting and/or monitoring 
the activities covered by this Agreement, provided CDFW: a) provides 24 hours 
advance notice; and b) allows the Permittee or representatives to participate in the 
inspection and/or monitoring. This condition does not apply to CDFW enforcement 
personnel. 

1.5 Adherence to Existing Authorizations. All water diversion facilities that the 
Permittee owns, operates, or controls shall be operated and maintained in 
accordance with current law and applicable water rights. 

1.6 Other Agency Permitting Requirements. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) has permitting requirements for certain instream projects under Section 
404 of the Federal Clean Water Act. If this project features the placement of 
dredged or fill materials into the channels of streams (below the ordinary high 
water mark) that are waters of the United States, a permit may be required by the 
Corps. If your project needs a permit from the Corps, you will also need to obtain 
a Water Quality Certification pursuant to Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water 
Act from the Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board). In 
addition, if your project will involve disturbance within or discharges of pollutants to 
Waters of the State of California, the Regional Water Boards may require a permit, 
whether or not the Corps_ requires a permit. If there is any question regarding the 
possibility of the project meeting the above limitations, the Permittee should 
contact the Corps and the Regional Water Board prior to beginning work. This 
Agreement in no way represents permitting requirements by the Corps or the 
Regional Water Board. It is the responsibility of the Permittee to contact the 
Corps, and to comply with the provisions of any Section 404 permit issued, if 
required by the Corps. Similarly, it is the responsibility of the Permittee to contact 
the Regional Water Board and to comply with the provisions of any Section 401 

· Certification, Regional Water Board Waste Discharge Requirements or waiver of 
Waste Discharge Requirements issued by the Regional Water Board. 

1. 7 Change of Conditions and Need to Cease Operations. If conditions arise, or 
change, in such a manner as to be considered deleterious by CDFW to the stream 
or wildlife, operations shall cease until corrective measures approved by CDFW 
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are taken. This includes new information becoming available that indicates 
bypass flows, diversion rates or other measures provided in this Agreement are 
not providing adequate protection to keep aquatic life downstream in good 
condition or to avoid "take" or "incidental take" of federal or State listed species. 

1.8 CDFW Notification of Work Initiation and Completion. The Permittee shall contact 
CDFW within the 7-day period preceding the beginning of work permitted by this 
Agreement. Information to be disclosed shall include Agreement number, and the 
anticipated start date. Subsequently, the Permittee shall notify CDFW no later 
than seven (7) days after the project is fully completed. Notification of 
completion will include photographs of the completed work, erosion control 
measures, waste containment and disposal, and a summary of any CNDDB 
submissions as required below. 

1.9 Notification to the California Natural Diversity Database. If any special status 
species are observed at any time during the project, a qualified Biologist shall 
submit California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) forms to the CNDDB 
within five (5) working days of the sightings. A summary of CNDDB submissions 
shall be included with the completion notification. Forms and instructions for 
submissions to the CNDDB may be found at: 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. 

2. Avoidance and Minimization Measures 

To avoid or minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources identified above, the 
Permittee shall implement each measure listed below. 

2.1 Permitted Project Activities. Except where otherwise stipulated in this Agreement, 
all work shall be in accordance with Permittee Notification, together with all maps, 
Best Management Practices (BMPs), photographs, drawings, and other supporting 
documents submitted with the Notification and received on 03-13-2019, with 
revisions received on June 26 and October 25, 2019. 

2.2 Listed Species. This Agreement does not allow for the take, or incidental take of 
any state or federal listed threatened, endangered, or candidate species. No direct 
or indirect impacts shall occur to any threatened or endangered species as a result 
of implementing the project or the project's activities. If the project could result in 
the "take" of a state listed threatened or endangered species, the Permittee has 
the responsibility to obtain from CDFW, a California Endangered Species Act 
Permit (CESA section 2081 ). 

2.3 Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog (FYLF) Avoidance. To avoid take of FYLF during its 
CESA candidacy period, the Permittee shall : 

A. Conduct a Pre-Construction Survey. Within 3-5 days prior to entering or 
working at the Project Site, a qualified biologist shall examine the project site to 
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determine the presence/absence of standing or flowing water, and the presence 
and/or the potential for presence of FYLF adults, juveniles, tadpoles or egg 
masses within the project area and 150 feet upstream and downstream. Prior to 
commencing work, Permittee shall provide to CDFW for review preconstruction 
survey notes and observations. 

1. If FYLF are found during the pre-construction survey, Permittee shall: 

a) Consult CDFW immediately by either telephone or e-mail and provide a 
short description of observations, including a count of individuals and 
the life stage(s), conditions at the site, and other aquatic species 
observed; and 

b) Either propose site-specific mitigation measures that will be utilized to 
avoid take or obtain an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) if take of FYLF 
cannot be avoided. lnstream work shall not commence until CDFW has 
provided written approval of the proposed avoidance measures or an 
ITP has been issued. 

2. If no FYLFs are found during the pre-construction survey and no surface 
water is present in the project area, work may commence without further 
surveys. 

3. If no FYLFs are found but surface water is present during the pre-construction 
survey, or if surface water becomes present at any time during the work 
period, a qualified biologist shall survey the work site each day before 
commencement of work activities where equipment and/or materials may 
come in contact with FYLFs, streams, or riparian habitat. 

4. If FYLFs are observed at any time during the construction season, work in the 
immediate area shall be halted, CDFW immediately consulted, and 
conservation measures developed and agreed to by CDFW prior to 
recommencing work. 

B. Qualified Biologist. A qualified biologist is an individual who is experienced in 
construction level biological monitoring, knowledgeable in the biology, natural 
history, habits and behaviors of the FYLF, and who is able to recognize all age 
classes of FYLF relative to other amphibians in the project area. A qualified 
biologist shall have academic and professional experience in biological sciences 
or resource management activities. At least 15 days prior to commencement of 
Project-related surveys for FYLFs, Permittee shall provide to CDFW for review 
and approval the names and qualifications of individuals requesting qualified 
biologist status. 
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C. Decontamination. The Permittee is responsible for ensuring all project 
personnel adhere to the latest version of the Northern Region California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Decontamination 
Protocol for all field gear and equipment that will be in contact with water or 
FYLFs. Heavy equipment and other motorized or mechanized equipment that 
comes in contact with water should generally follow watercraft decontamination 
protocols found in the AIS Decontamination Protocol. 

2.4 Nesting Birds. Actively nesting birds and their nests shall not be disturbed by 
project activities. If construction, grading, vegetation removal, or other project­
related improvements are necessary during the nesting season of protected 
raptors and migratory birds (March 1 through August 15), the Permittee shall 
notify CDFW of proposed work and a focused survey for bird nests and/or nesting 
behavior shall be conducted by a qualified biologist within seven (7) days prior to 
the beginning of project-related activities. Surveys should encompass the area up 
to 50 feet from disturbance to account for songbirds, and up to 250 feet from 
disturbance for raptors. If a nest is found or suspected to be present, Permittee 
shall consult with CDFW regarding appropriate action to comply with the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 and FGC. If a lapse in project-related work of seven (7) 
days or longer occurs, another focused survey, and if required, consultation with 
CDFW shall be required before project work can be reinitiated. 

Project Timing 

2.5 Work Period. All work, not including diversion of water, shall be confined to the 
period June 15 through October 15 of each year. Work within the active channel 
of a stream shall be restricted to periods of dry weather. Precipitation forecasts 
and potential increases in stream flow shall be considered when planning 
construction activities. Construction activities shall cease and all necessary 
erosion control measures shall be implemented prior to the onset of precipitation. 
Limited vegetation removal may occur outside of this work period as per Measure 
2.6. 

2.6 Extension of the Work Period. If weather conditions permit, and the Permittee 
wishes to extend the work period after October 15, a written request shall be made 
to CDFW at least 10-working days before the proposed work period variance. 
Written approval (letter or e-mail) for the proposed time extension must be 
received from CDFW prior to activities continuing past October 15. 

2. 7 Work Completion. The proposed work shall be completed by no later than 
October 15, 2020. Failure to complete work by this date may result in suspension 
or revocation of this Agreement. A notice of completed work, including 
photographs of each site, shall be submitted to CDFW within seven (7) days of 
project completion. 

PLN-13138-SP Mother Tree Family Farm                      June 17, 2021 Page 59 of 122



Notification #1600-2019-0194-R1 
Streambed Alteration Agreement 
Page 8 of 20 

Vegetation Management 

2.8 Minimum Vegetation Removal. No native riparian vegetation shall be removed 
from the bank of the stream, except where authorized by CDFW. Permittee shall 
limit the disturbance or removal of native vegetation to the minimum necessary to 
achieve design guidelines and standards for the Authorized Activity. Permittee 
shall take precautions to avoid damage to vegetation outside the work area. 

2.9 Vegetation Maintenance. Permittee shall limit vegetation management (e.g., 
trimming, pruning, or limbing) and removal for the purpose of Authorized Activity to 
the use of hand tools. Vegetation management shall not include treatment with 
herbicides. 

2.10 Avoidance of Nesting Birds. Vegetation maintenance/removal as necessary within 
the scope of the project shall be confined to the period commencing August 16 and 
ending February 28, of any year in which this Agreement is valid, provided the 
work area is outside of the actively flowing stream. Work may continue during 
precipitation events provided stream flows have not risen into work areas and 
sediment delivery will not result. 

General Stream Protection Measures 

2.11 Fish and Aquatic Amphibians. If possible, work shall be conducted when the 
affected stream channel is void of surface water. If surface water is present during 
construction, the Permittee shall: a) have a biologist or other qualified professional 
survey the site and adjacent area for fish, amphibians, and turtles three (3) days or 
less before commencing project activities and b) if fish, amphibians, or turtles are 
detected, CDFW will be contacted and work shall not commence until authorized 
by a CDFW representative. 

2.12 Stream Protection. No debris, soil, silt, sand, bark, slash, sawdust, rubbish, 
cement or concrete washings, oil or petroleum products, or other material 
deleterious to fish, plant life, mammals or bird life shall be allowed to enter into or 
be placed where it may be washed by rainfall or runoff into the stream. 

2.13 No Dumping. Permittee shall not deposit, permit to pass into, or place where it can 
pass into a stream, lake, or other Waters of the State any material deleterious to 
fish and wildlife, or abandon, dispose of, or throw away within 150 feet of a stream, 
lake, or other Waters of the State any cans, bottles, garbage,- motor vehicle or 
parts thereof, rubbish, litter, refuse, waste, debris, or the viscera or carcass of any 
dead mammal, or the carcass of any dead bird. 

2.14 Maintain Aquatic Life. When any dam or other artificial obstruction is being 
constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, Permittee shall allow sufficient 
water at all times to pass downstream to maintain aquatic life below the dam 
pursuant to FGC section 5937. 

PLN-13138-SP Mother Tree Family Farm                      June 17, 2021 Page 60 of 122



Notification #1600-2019-0194-R1 
Streambed Alteration Agreement 
Page 9 of20 

2.15 Maintain Passing of Fish Up and Down Stream. It is unlawful to construct or 
maintain in any stream any device or contrivance that prevents, impedes, or tends 
to prevent or impede, the passing of fish (wild fish, mollusk, crustacean, 
invertebrate, amphibian, or part, spawn or ovum of any of those animals) up and 
down stream pursuant to FGC section 5901 

2.16 Equipment Maintenance. Refueling of machinery or heavy equipment, or adding 
or draining oil, lubricants, coolants or hydraulic fluids shall not take place within 
stream bed, channel and bank. All such fluids and containers shall be disposed of 
properly off-site. Heavy equipment used or stored within stream bed, channel and 
bank shall use drip pans or other devices (e.g., absorbent blankets, sheet barriers 
or other materials) as needed to prevent soil and water contamination. 

2.17 Hazardous Spills. Any material, which could be hazardous or toxic to aquatic life 
and enters a stream (i.e. a piece of equipment tipping-over in a stream and 
dumping oil, fuel or hydraulic fluid), the Permittee shall immediately notify the 
California Emergency Management Agency State Warning Center at 1-800-852-
7550, and immediately initiate clean-up activities. CDFW shall be notified by the 
Permittee within 24 hours at 707-445-6493 and consulted regarding clean-up 
procedures. 

2.18 Clean-up. Structures and associated materials not designed to withstand high 
seasonal flows shall be removed to areas above the ordinary high-water mark 
before such flows occur or the end of the yearly work period, whichever comes 
first. All project materials and debris shall be removed from the project site and 
properly disposed of off-site upon project completion. 

2.19 Erosion Control Measures 
2.19.1 Seed and Mulch. Upon completion of construction operations and/or the 

onset of wet weather, Permittee shall stabilize exposed soil areas within 
the work area by applying mulch and seed. Permittee shall restore all 
exposed or disturbed areas and access points within the stream and 
riparian zone by applying local native and weed free erosion control grass 
seeds. Locally native wildflower and/or shrub seeds may also be included 
in the seed mix. Permittee shall mulch restored areas using at least two (2) 
to four (4) inches of weed-free clean straw or similar biodegradable mulch 
over the seeded area. Alternately, Permittee may cover seeding with jute 
netting, coconut fiber blanket, or similar non-synthetic monofilament netting 
erosion control blanket. 

2.19.2 Erosion and Sediment Barriers. Permittee shall monitor and maintain all 
erosion and sediment barriers in good operating condition throughout the 
work period and the following rainy season, defined herein to mean 
October 15 through June 15. Maintenance includes, but is not limited to, 
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removal of accumulated sediment, replacement of damaged sediment _ 
fencing, coir rolls/logs and/or straw bale dikes and ensuring drainage 
structures and altered streambeds and banks remain sufficiently armored 
and/or stable. If the sediment barrier fails to retain sediment, Permittee 
shall employ corrective measures, and notify CDFW immediately. 

2.19.3 Cover Spoil Piles. Permittee shall have readily available erosion control 
materials such as wattles, natural fiber mats, or plastic sheeting, to cover 
and contain exposed spoil piles and exposed areas in order to prevent 
sediment from moving into a stream or take. Permittee shall apply and 
secure these materials prior to rain events to prevent loose soils from 
entering a stream, take, or other Waters of the State. 

2.19.4 Prohibition on Use of Monofilament Netting. To minimize the risk of 
ensnaring and strangling wildlife, Permittee shall not use any erosion 
control materials that contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) monofilament 
netting, including photo- or biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber 
rolls, and other erosion control measures shall be made of loose-weave 
mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir) fiber, or other products without 
welded weaves. 

2.20 Waste Containment and Disposal. Permittee shall contain all operation associated 
refuse in enclosed, wildlife proof, storage containers, at all times, and relocate 
refuse to an authorized waste management facility, in compliance with State and 
local laws, on a regular and ongoing basis. All refuse shall be removed from the 
site and properly disposed of, at the close of the cultivation season and/or when 
the parcel is no tonger in use. Photo documentation of newly installed storage 
containers shall be included in the Work Completion Report. 

2.21 Site Management Plan. Permittee shall submit to CDFW the initial preparation and 
subsequent updates to the project's Site Management Plan that is prepared in 
conformance with the State Water Board's Cannabis Cultivation Policy and 
Guidelines. 

Stream Crossings 

2.22 Road Approaches. The Permittee shall treat road approaches to new or re­
constructed permanent crossings to minimize erosion and sediment delivery to the 
watercourse. Permittee shall ensure road approaches are hydrologically 
disconnected to the maximum extent feasible to prevent sediment from entering 
the crossing site, including when a Stream Crossing is being constructed or 
reconstructed. Road approaches shall be armored from the crossing for a 
minimum of 50 feet in both directions, or to the nearest effective water bar or point 
where road drainage does not drain to the crossing, with durable, clean, screened, 
angular rock. 
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2.23 Excavated Fill. Excavated fill material shall be placed in upland locations where it 
cannot deliver to a watercourse. To minimize the potential for material to enter the 
watercourse during the winter period, all excavated and relocated fill material shall 
be trador contoured (to drain water) and trador compacted to effedively incorporate 
and stabilize loose material into existing road and/or landing features. 

2.24 Runoff from Steep Areas. The Permittee shall make preparations so that runoff 
from steep, erodible surfaces will be diverted into stable areas with little erosion 
potential or contained behind erosion control strudures. Erosion control strudures 
such as straw bales and/or siltation control fencing shall be placed and maintained 
until the threat of erosion ceases. Frequent water checks shall be placed on dirt 
roads, cat tracks, or other work trails to control erosion. 

2.25 Crossing Maintenance. The Permittee shall provide site maintenance for the life of 
the structures, including, but not limited to, re-applying erosion control to minimize 
surface erosion and ensuring drainage structures, streambeds and banks remain 
sufficiently armored and/or stable. 

2.25.1 The placement of armoring shall be confined to the work period when the 
stream is dry or at its lowest flow. 

2.25.2 No heavy equipment shall enter the wetted stream channel. 

2.25.3 No fill material, other than clean rock, shall be placed in the stream channel. 

2.25.4 Rock shall be sized to withstand washout from high stream flows, and 
extend above the ordinary high water level. 

2.25.5 Rock armoring shall not constrid the natural stream channel width and shall 
be keyed into a footing trench with a depth sufficient to prevent instability. 

2.26 Isolation of Work Site. Only when work in a flowing stream is unavoidable (e.g., 
perennial streams), Permittee shall divert the stream flow around or through the 
work area during construdion operations. Permittee shall adhere to the following 
conditions: 

2.26.1 Stream Diversion. Stream flow shall be diverted using gravity flow through 
temporary culverts/pipes or pumped around the work site with the use of 
hoses. 

2.26.2 Coffer Dams. Prior to the start of construdion, Permittee shall isolate the 
work area. Cofferdams shall be installed to divert stream flow; isolate and 
dewater the work site; catch and retain sediment-laden water; and minimize 
sediment transport downstream. Water tight coffer dams shall be 
constructed upstream and downstream of the work area and water diverted, 
through a suitably sized pipe, from upstream of the upstream coffer dam 
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and discharge downstream of the downstream coffer dam. Coffer dams and 
the stream diversion system shall remain in place and functional throughout 
the construction period. Coffer dams or stream diversions that fail for any 
reason shall be repaired immediately. Permittee shall use only clean, non­
erodible materials such as sand bags, on-site rock, and/or plastic 
sheeting. Mineral soil shall not be used in the construction of cofferdams. 

2.26.3 Stranded Aquatic Life. Once coffer dams are installed, a qualified biologist 
or other qualified professional trained to identify listed species shall check 
daily for stranded aquatic life as the water level in the dewateririg area 
drops. All reasonable efforts shall be made to capture and move all 
stranded aquatic life observed in the dewatered areas. Capture methods 
may include fish landing nets, dip nets, buckets and by hand. Captured 
aquatic life shall be released immediately in the closest suitable aquatic 
habitat adjacent to the work site. This condition does not allow for the take 
or disturbance of any State or federally listed species, or State listed 
species of special concern. CDFW staff who prepared this Agreement shall 
be contacted immediately if any of these species are detected. 

2.26.4 Dewatering. Permittee shall catch and retain sediment-laden water and 
minimize sediment transport downstream. Flowing water shall be cleanly 
bypassed and/or prevented from entering the work area through pumping 
or gravity flow, and cleanly returned to the stream below the work area. 
Permittee shall divert stream flow around the work site in a manner that 
minimizes turbidity, siltation, and pollution, and does not result in erosion or 
scour downstream of the diversion. 

2.26.5 Remove any Materials upon Completion. Permittee shall remove any turbid 
water and sediment present in the work area prior to restoring water flow 
through the project site and place them in a location where they cannot 
enter the Waters of the State. Permittee shall remove all materials used for 
the temporary stream flow bypass after the Authorized Activity is completed. 

2.26.6 Restore Normal Flows. Permittee shall restore normal flows to the effected 
stream immediately upon completion of work at that location. 

2.27 Culvert Installation. 

2.27.1 Permanent culverts shall be sized to accommodate the estimated 100-year 
flood flow [i.e. c!:1.0 times the width of the bankfull channel width or the 100-
year flood size, whichever is greater], including debris, culvert embedding, 
and sediment loads. 

2.27 .1 Where diversion potential exists, a critical dip shall be installed to direct 
flood flow over the crossing fill and back into the channel. Critical dips shall 
be constructed to accommodate the entire estimated 100-year flood flow 
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and may be installed by lowering the existing fill over the crossing or by 
constructing a deep, broad rolling dip over the crossing surface to prevent 
flood flow from diverting down the road. 

2.27.2 If the project is located in a high to very high Fire Hazard Severity Zone as 
designated by CAL FIRE, CDFW recommends culvert materials consist of 
corrugated metal pipe. Use of High-Density Polyethylene pipe is 
discouraged. 
http://www.fire.ca.govlfire prevention/fire prevention wild/and zones maps 

2.27.3 Existing fill material in the crossing shall be excavated down vertically to the 
approximate original channel and outwards horizontally to the approximate 
crossing hinge points (transition between naturally occurring soil and 
remnant temporary crossing fill material) to remove any potential unstable 
debris and voids in the older fill prism. 

2.27.4 Culvert shall be installed to grade (not perched or suspended), aligned with 
the natural stream channel, and extend lengthwise completely beyond the 
toe of fill. If culvert cannot be set to grade, it shall be oriented in the lower 
third of the fill face, and a downspout or energy dissipator (such as 
boulders, rip-rap, or rocks) shall be installed above or below the outfall as 
needed to effectively control stream bed, channel, or bank erosion 
(scouring, headcutting, or downcutting). The Permittee shall ensure basins 
are not constructed and channels are not be widened at culvert inlets. 

2.27.5 Culvert bed shall be composed of either compacted rock-free soil or 
crushed gravel. Bedding beneath the culvert shall provide for even 
distribution of the load over the length of the pipe, and allow for natural 
settling and compaction to help the pipe settle into a straight profile. The 
crossing backfill materials shall be free of rocks, limbs, or other debris that 
could allow water to seep around the pipe, and shall be compacted. 

2.27.6 Culvert inlet, outlet (including the outfall area), and fill faces shall be armored 
where stream flow, road runoff, or rainfall energy is likely to erode fill material 
and the outfall area. 

2.27.7 Project Inspection. The Project shall be inspected by Timberland Resource 
Consultants or a licensed engineer to ensure that the stream crossings 
were installed as designed. A copy of the inspection report, including 
photographs of each site, shall be submitted to CDFW within 90 days of 
completion of this project. 

Stream Restoration 

2.28 Stream Restoration Plan. The Permittee shall submit a Stream Restoration Plan to 
CDFW prior to conducting remediation activities or ensure that Grading and 
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Erosion Control Plan included in the Notification complies with the terms of this 
Agreement. The Stream Restoration Plan (SRP) shall detail the dimensions and 
slopes of the stream channel to be remediated. The SRP shall describe any 
material utilized to restore the channel to a natural condition. The SRP shall 
include a revegetation plan for remediation of the impaded channel reach. 

2.29 The Projed shall be inspeded by Timberland Resources Consultants or a licensed 
engineer to ensure that the stream restoration was implemented as designed. A 
copy of the inspedion report, including photographs of each site, shall be 
submitted to CDFW within 90 days of completion of this projed. 

2.30 Revegetation Plan. The Permittee shall submit a revegetation plan with the SRP to 
CDFW for review and approval prior to implementation of riparian habitat 
restoration adivities. The Revegetation Plan shall, at a minimum, include the 
following: 

2.30.1 The identification of the area and vegetation types that will be restored. 

2.30.2 A planting design and palette appropriate to the vegetation type, cover, 
stratum, and level of biodiversity (i.e., species richness and composition). 
Use of a reference site is recommended. 

2.30.3 Use regionally appropriate native plants for a riparian vegetation type. The 
derivation of plant material such as containers, plugs, cuttings, divisions, or 
seeds from coastal areas of Humboldt, Del Norte and Mendocino Counties 
within 30 miles of the coast. All native seed material shall be from the 
North Coast ecoregion (Humboldt, Mendocino, Sonoma or Del Norte 
Counties), if pradical. If quantities are not able to be satisfied from these 
collection sites, propagules may be obtained from other counties in 
Northern California with pending approval from a restoration ecologist or 
botanist. 

2.30.4 Cuttings of willows, cottonwoods conduded when dormant. Colledion of 
cuttings within an area dispersed to maintain genetic and sexual diversity, 
and to avoid adversely impact existing riparian vegetation. Cuttings 
hydrated between harvesting and planting (e.g., soak cuttings in water 
several days to a week to stimulate rooting prior to planting). Cuttings 
planted to depth of 75% of their length with buds pointing up and bottom of 
cutting in moist soil or water. 

2.30.5 Planting conduded after the first seasonal rains have saturated soils 
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beyond the first several inches (November/December) and before April. 

2.30.6 No application of fertilizer on plants or chemical controls on weeds. 

2.30.7 Measurable success criteria based on plant survival, density, or cover. 

2.30.8 Monitoring conducted for a minimum of five years to determine whether 
the revegetation goals and objectives have been met. Remedial measures 
if revegetation goals and objectives are not met. 

2.30.9 Annual status reports on the revegetation efforts shall be submitted to 
CDFW in the by October 31 of each year following initial planting for the 
length of the monitoring period. 

3. Reporting Measures 

Permittee shall meet each reporting requirement described below. 

3.1 CDFW Notification of Work Initiation. The Permittee shall contact CDFW within the 
seven-day period preceding the beginning of work permitted by this Agreement. 
Information to be disclosed shall include Agreement number, and the anticipated 
start date. 
3.1.1 Prior to commencing work, Permittee shall provide to CDFW for review 

preconstruction FYLF survey notes and observations. 

3.2 Work Completion. The proposed work shall be completed by no later than October 
15, 2020. to complete work by this date may result in suspension or revocation of 
this Agreement. Notification of completion will include photographs of the 
completed work, erosion control measures, waste containment and disposal, 
and a summary of any CNDDB submissions and shall be submitted to CDFW, 
LSA program at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501 within seven (7) days of 
project completion. 

3.2.1 Wildlife Entrapment Prevention for Reservoirs. A notice of completed work, 
with supplemental photos, shall be submitted to CDFW. 

3.2.2 Photo documentation of newly installed storage containers shall be 
included in the Work Completion Report. A notice of completed work, with 
supplemental pictures, shall be submitted to CDFW within seven (7) days 
of project completion as part of the work completion report. 

3.3 Proiect Inspection. The Project shall be inspected by Timberland Resources 
Consultants or a licensed engineer to ensure that the stream crossings were 
installed as designed and the stream restoration was implemented and is 
functioning as designed. A copy of the inspection report, including photographs of 
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each site, shall be submitted to CDFW within 90 days of completion of each 
separate encroachment project. The Permittee shall submit the Project 
Inspection Report to CDFW, LSA Program at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 
95501. 

3.4 Site Management Plan. The Permittee shall submit to CDFW the project's Site 
Management Plan within 30 days of submittal to the Water Board. Permittee 
shall submit subsequent revisions and updates to the Site Management Plan that 
is prepared in conformance with the State Water Board's Cannabis Cultivation 
Policy and Guidelines. 

3.5 Invasive Species Management for Reservoirs. The Permittee shall submit all 
required documents described in the Invasive Species Management for 
Reservoirs, Bullfrog Management Plan (Exhibit A) no later than December 31 of 
each year the pond is in existence. The Bullfrog Management Plan shall be 
submitted to CDFW at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501 . 

3.6 Stream Restoration Plan. The Permittee shall submit a Stream Restoration Plan 
by May 15, 2020 or outline how the Grading and Erosion Control Plan included in 
the Notification complies with the terms of this Agreement. The Stream 
Restoration Plan shall be submitted to CDFW at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 
95501. 

3. 7 Revegetation Plan. The permittee submit a Revegetation Plan to CDFW by May 
15, 2020, for review and approval prior to implementation of riparian habitat 
restoration activities (condition 2.25). The Revegetation Plan shall be submitted to 
CDFW at 619 Second Street, Eureka, CA 95501. 

3. 7 .1 Annual status reports on the revegetation efforts shall be submitted to 
CDFW by October 31 of each year following initial planting for the length 
of the monitoring period. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any communication that Permittee or CDFW submits to the other shall be in writing and 
any communication or documentation shall be delivered to the address below by U.S. 
mail, fax, or email, or to such other address as Permittee or CDFW specifies by written 
notice to the other. 

To Permittee: 

Eric Paulson 
37 41 Greenwood Heights Drive 
Kneeland, CA 95549 
707 -845-6456 
coralburl@gmail.com 
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ToCDFW: 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Northern Region 
619 Second Street 
Eureka, California 95501 
Attn: Lake and Streambed Alteration Program 
Notification #1600-2019-0194-R 1 

LIABILITY 

Permittee shall be solely liable for any violation of the Agreement, whether committed 
by the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the Permittee, including its officers, 
employees, representatives, agents or contractors and subcontractors, to complete the 
project or any activity related to it that the Agreement authorizes. 

This Agreement does not constitute CDFWs endorsement of or require the Permittee to 
proceed with the project. The decision to proceed with the project is the Permittee's 
alone. 

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION 

CDFW may suspend or revoke in its entirety this Agreement if it determines that the 
Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the Permittee, including its officers, 
employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and subcontractors, is not in 
compliance with the Agreement. 

Before CDFW suspends or revokes the Agreement, it shall provide the Permittee written 
notice by certified or registered mail that it intends to suspend or revoke. The notice 
shall state the reason(s) for the proposed suspension or revocation, provide the 
Permittee an opportunity to correct any deficiency before CDFW suspends or revokes 
the Agreement, and include instructions to the Permittee, if necessary, including but not 
limited to a directive to immediately cease the specific activity or activities that caused 
CDFW to issue the notice. 

ENFORCEMENT 

Nothing in the Agreement precludes CDFW from pursuing an enforcement action 
against the Permittee instead of, or in addition to, suspending or revoking the 
Agreement. · 

Nothing in the Agreement limits or otherwise affects CDFWs enforcement authority or 
that of its enforcement personnel. 
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OTHER LEGAL OBLIGATIONS 

This Agreement does not relieve Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee, 
including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and 
subcontractors, from complying with, or obtaining any other permits or authorizations 
that might be required under, other federal, state, or local laws or regulations before 
beginning the project or an activity related to it. For example, if the project causes take 
of a species listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA), such take will be unlawful under the ESA absent a permit or other form of 
authorization from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or National Marine Fisheries 
Service. 

This Agreement does not relieve Permittee or any person acting on behalf of Permittee, 
including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and 
subcontractors, from complying with other applicable statutes in FGC including, but not 
limited to, FGC sections 2050 et seq. (threatened and endangered species), section 
3503 (bird nests and eggs), section 3503.5 (birds of prey), section 5650 (water 
pollution), section 5652 (refuse disposal into water), section 5901 (fish passage), 
section 5937 (sufficient water for fish), and section 5948 (obstruction of stream). 

Nothing in the Agreement authorizes the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the 
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and 
subcontractors, to trespass. 

AMENDMENT 

CDFW may amend the Agreement at any time during its term if CDFW determines the 
amendment is necessary to protect an existing fish or wildlife resource. 

The Permittee may amend the Agreement at any time during its term, provided the 
amendment is mutually agreed to in writing by CDFW and the Permittee. To request an 
amendment, the Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW "Request to 
Amend Lake or Streambed Alteration" form and include with the completed form 
payment of the corresponding amendment fee identified in CDFWs current fee 
schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). 

TRANSFER AND ASSIGNMENT 

This Agreement may not be transferred or assigned to another entity, and any purported 
transfer.or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall not be valid or effective, 
unless. the transfer or assignment is requested by the Permittee in writing, as specified 
below, and thereafter CDFW approves the transfer or assignment in writing. 

The transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall constitute a minor 
amendment, and therefore to request a transfer or assignment, the Permittee shall 
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submit to CDFW a completed CDFW "Request to Amend Lake or Streambed Alteration" 
form and include with the completed form payment of the minor amendment fee 
identified in CDFWs current fee schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). 

EXTENSIONS 

In accordance with FGC section 1605, subdivision (b), Permittee may request one 
extension of the Agreement, provided the request is made prior to the expiration of the 
Agreement's term. To request an extension, Permittee shall submit to CDFW a 
completed CDFW "Request to Extend Lake or Streambed Alteration" form and include 
with the completed form payment of the extension fee identified in CDFWs current fee 
schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). CDFW shall process the extension 
request in accordance with FGC section 1605, subdivisions (b) through (e). 

If Permittee fails to submit a request to extend the Agreement prior to its expiration, 
Permittee must submit a new notification and notification fee before beginning or 
continuing the project the Agreement covers (Fish & G. Code§ 1605, subd. (f)). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

The Agreement becomes effective on the date of CDFWs signature, which shall be: 1) 
after the Permittee signature; 2) after CDFW complies with all applicable requirements 
under CEQA; and 3) after payment of the applicable FGC section 711.4 filing fee listed 
at 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CEQA/Fees. 

TERM 

This Agreement shall expire five (5) years from date of execution, unless it is 
terminated or extended before then. All provisions in the Agreement shall remain in 
force throughout its term. The Permittee shall remain responsible for implementing any 
provisions specified herein to protect fish and wildlife resources after the Agreement 
expires or is terminated, as FGC section 1605, subdivision (a)(2) requires. 

EXHIBITS 

The documents listed below are included as exhibits to the Agreement and incorporated 
herein by reference. 

Exhibit A: Bullfrog Management Plan 

AUTHORITY 

If the person signing the Agreement (signatory) is doing so as a representative of 
Permittee, the signatory hereby acknowledges that he or she is doing so on Permittee's 
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behalf and represents and warrants that he or she has the authority to legally bind 
Permittee to the provisions herein. 

AUTHORIZATION 

This Agreement authorizes only the project described herein. If Permittee begins or 
completes a project different from the project the Agreement authorizes, Permittee may 
be subject to civil or criminal prosecution for failing to notify CDFW in accordance with 
FGC section 1602. 

CONCURRENCE 

The undersigned accepts and agrees to comply with all provisions contained herein. 

FOR ERIC PAULSON 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor 

Prepared by: Christine Hahn Vertical, Environmental Scientist, October 25, 2019 
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EXHIBIT A. 
 
BULLFROG MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR 1600-2019-0194-R1 
 
GENERAL BULLFROG INFORMATION 
 
The American bullfrog (Lithobates catesbeianus = Rana catesbeiana); hereafter bullfrog, is an 
invasive non-native species in California and poses a significant threat to California’s native fish 
and wildlife resources.  Bullfrogs were introduced in California over 100 years ago from eastern 
parts of the United States as a food supply, but have since caused substantial ecological 
consequences.  Bullfrogs are considered highly invasive and are well documented to be prey 
upon a variety of fish and wildlife species, including some that are rare, threatened, and 
endangered.  Human modifications to the environment provide favorable condition to bullfrogs 
such as artificially created agricultural ponds, canals and ditches where warm still water occurs.  
As a result bullfrogs have spread throughout California.  
 
Efforts to control bullfrogs have been met with varying degrees of success because: 1) bullfrogs 
can be difficult to detect and go dormant from fall through winter, 2) bullfrogs often take cover in 
difficult areas to manage (e.g. dense vegetation), 3) they can travel long distances to colonize 
and re-colonize areas, 4) they have high reproductive output, 5) they are weary and readily flee 
perceived threats, and 6) they can survive physical trauma remarkably well.  CDFW scientific 
staff recognizes there is an urgent and immediate need to develop improved bullfrog 
management strategies to protect California's diverse fish, wildlife, and plant resources, and the 
habitats upon which they depend, for their ecological values and for their use and enjoyment by 
the public.  Public support and implementation of bullfrog control in California is an important 
conservation strategy that will help protect natural resources for future generations. 
 
MONITORING 
 
The Project reservoir(s) shall be monitored for bullfrog presence on an annual basis with a 
minimum of five total surveys, no less than two weeks apart, throughout the months of May-July  
 

• All pond survey effort must be made by a person knowledgeable in bullfrog 
identification (see Appendix A for reference photos); 

• Survey efforts shall include listening for bullfrog calls and slowly walking the 
complete perimeter of the pond at night* (dusk or later) while shining a flashlight to 
detect movement and eye-shine 
 

If bullfrogs are not detected upon completion of five total surveys, or at any other time of the 
year incidentally, removal efforts are not required that year.   
 
*Day time monitoring can also be conducted to aid detection but is not required under this plan.   
 
SUCCESS CRITERIA 
 
The level of effort needed to successfully manage bullfrog populations varies with infestation 
levels.  This plan shall be considered successfully implemented if sufficient effort is provided to 
prevent adult bullfrogs from reproducing in the reservoir(s) each year, and no bullfrog life-stages 
can be detected.  Bullfrogs are capable of traveling long distances over-land, and on-going 
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efforts will be required to ensure dispersing bullfrogs do not colonize the reservoir(s) at a future 
time.   
 
OPTIONS FOR MANAGEMENT 
 
Two management methods may by employed for controlling bullfrogs under this plan and 
include:   
 

• Manual direct removal  

• Reservoir de-watering (Hydro-modification) 
 

Implementing both reservoir de-watering and manual direct removal is currently believed to be 
the most effective method of managing bullfrog infestations.  For reservoirs that are heavily 
infested with juvenile bullfrogs and/or tadpoles, reservoir dewatering may be necessary to break 
the bullfrog’s life cycle and prevent on-going reproduction.  Prior to conducting reservoir 
dewatering activities, please coordinate with CDFW Scientist Christine Hahn Vertical at 
christine.hahnvertical@wildlife.ca.gov 
      
Direct Removal 
 
All direct removal efforts must be made by a person knowledgeable in bullfrog identification.  
 

• Removal efforts must occur during, but are not be limited to the active/breeding 
season, occurring May – July; 

• A minimum of five efforts throughout the season are considered necessary; 

• Direct removal efforts are typically most effective when conducted at night with use 
of lights but can also be conducted during the day; 

• Direct removal must include working the entire perimeter of the reservoir; 

• A rubber raft or small boat may be necessary to successfully remove some 
individuals; 

• A team of two individuals or more is often helpful, one person for shining lights 
and/or operating a boat and the other person to perform removal efforts;  

• Bullfrog tadpoles must be removed and dispatched and must not be relocated or 
kept as pets.  

   
Management Authorization  
 
Take of bullfrogs is specifically allowed in the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14 (T-
14) section 5.05(a)(28), under the authority of a sport fishing license.  There is no daily bag limit, 
possession limit or hour restriction, but bullfrogs can only be taken by hand, hand-held dip net, 
hook and line, lights, spears, gigs, grabs, paddles, bow and arrow or fish tackle. 
 
Alternatively, FGC Section 5501 allows CDFW, as limited by the commission, to issue a permit 
to destroy fish that are harmful to other wildlife.  The regulations have addressed this under 
Section CCR T-14 226.5 Issuance of Permits to Destroy Harmful Species of Fish in Private 
Waters for Management Purposes.  This allows the CDFW to issue free permits to destroy 
harmful aquatic species by seining and draining. 
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Pond Dewatering 
 
Pond dewatering may be appropriate if the reservoir can be successfully dewatered without 
adversely affecting stream resources.  Careful planning and coordination with CDFW, is 
necessary to ensure potential impacts to stream resources can be addressed, prior to 
commencing with pond draining.  Discharge of polluted water to waters of the state may require 
permitting from other agencies with permitting authority, such as the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board. 
 
In general, bullfrog tadpoles require two years to develop into frogs, whereas native amphibians 
only require one year.  Therefore, draining a reservoir every year is intended to interrupt bullfrog 
tadpole development, dramatically decrease bullfrog populations and allow for reduced efforts 
as a measure of adaptive management.  Typically in Northern California, reservoir draining 
should occur in September through October to avoid impacts to sensitive native amphibian and 
fishery resources.  While draining occurs, direct removal efforts should be employed as 
described above if possible.   
 
REPORTING 
 
A written log shall be kept of monitoring and management efforts and shall be provided to 
CDFW each year by December 31.  The written log shall include: 1) date and time of each 
monitoring and management effort, 2) approximate number of each bullfrog life stage detected 
and/or removed per effort, and 3) amount of time spent for each monitoring and management 
effort. 
 
APPENDIX A.  BULLFROG REFERENCE PHOTOS 
 
 

 
 
This is a photo of a Bullfrog tadpole. (Photo taken by Mike van Hattem). 
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The photos shown in this Appendix demonstrate a medium sized adult bullfrog that was 
removed from Ten Mile Creek, Mendocino County. Note the bullfrog has a large 
tympanum, (circular ear drum shown with an arrow) and does not have distinct ridges 
along its back (dorsolateral folds).  Photo taken by Wes Stokes. 

 

 
The bullfrog has somewhat distinct mottling and the underside of the bullfrogs hind 
legs are not shaded pink or red.   
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
ROAD EVALUATION REPORT 

PART A: Part A may be completed by the applicant 

Applicant Name: -"~""',<"";.__----'-'I (,.___..;_jli_C{..._L.....__,__/ =~...o...__~-=--- APN: -z_og--- 2 5 / -0/ 0 / 

Planning & Building Department Case/File No.: I 2, j ~ S( 
Road Name: {_ C. ltl.N}Y L.1 e (., )C.k'.-. ,-, k- _ ~ -R.L-..,--'-D-·(;;--t,:,;-1p-,ftt~tey-a-Li-;p-1-::-n-~0-e'};,_o_?m_o,_o_~ e-~-ch_';_;-_ad-~ r ( \ 
From Road (Cross street): L-L '\.~I", '7Y L...-1 Ne ccin.:._ P--b (__/(:...I ~ d) 
To Road (Cross street): 6, \ \/ (~ &I) . 
Length ofroad segment _j__. miles Date Inspected: i/x /1 y-' 

. ~ ,'./4--t--- - l /J I 
Road is maintained by: D County rvf Other J'!~·:)l Sf~\/) L...-""\. 

(S~, Forest Service, National Park, State Park, BLM, Private, Tribal, etc) 
Check one of the following: 

Box l D The entire road segment is developed to Category 4 road standards (20 feet wide) or better. If 
checked, then the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

Box N The entire road segment is developed to the equivalent of a road category 4 stan. dard. If checked, 
/ ~en the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

Box30 

An equivalent road category 4 standard is defined as a roadway that is generally 20 feet in 
width. but has pinch points which narrow the road. Pinch points include, but are not limited to, 
one-lane bridges, trees, large rock outcroppings, culverts, etc. Pinch points must provide 
visibility where a driver can see oncoming vehicles through the pinch point which allows the 
oncoming vehicle to stop and wait in a 20 foot wide section of the roadfor the other vehicle to 
pass. 

The entire road segment is not developed to the equivalent of road category 4 or better. The road 
may or may not be able to accommodate the proposed use and further evaluation is necessary. 
Part Bis to be completed by a Civil Engineer licensed by the State of California. 

The statements in PART A are true and correct and have been made by me after personally inspecting and 
measuring the~--= 

Sign~ 

~Qt-~(_ 
Name Printed 

s---3' - ;~ 
Date 

lmpuriant: ~•d 1hr lnstrurtlons btrort usinl! tbli form. If sou han q11rsrlnn!'. r,lell-1<' ult tbt UtpL or Publir Works Land Ust- Division al 707.4-(J;.7lOS. 
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H MBOLDT COU TY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORK 
ROAD EVALUATION REPORT 

PART A: Part A may be completed by the applicant 

Applicant Name: f ~.}; I (__ APN: 2-:CX:: 
Planning & Building Department Case/File No. : 

R ') - "- ; . ,,,-­
Road ame: ·Lt>- l D (__ L (complete a separate form for each road) 

From Road (Cross street) : T? \ \/ .I! ,<2_ J2_ C A ·Q 
To Road (Cross street): .. J'f(,ft' 1/r{ 

4 
_ 

Length of road segment: 1 _ . 
7 

_ mi_l: Date Inspected: 1:J I 2 L ( { Y 
Road is maintained by: D County'f.Zf Other ~P~h_..__,\.....,...1 A........., __ (_ e....,...._,,.....-----:----,-------,---

(State:' Forest Service, National Park, State Park, BLM, Private, Tribal , etc) 
Check one of the following : 

Box 1 0 The entire road segment is developed to Category 4 road standards (20 feet wide) or better. Jf 
,.checked, then the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

B~ r/ The entire road segment is developed to the equivalent of a road category 4 standard. lf checked, 
uA ~en the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

Box30 

An equivalent road category 4 standard is defined as a roadway that is generally 20 feet in 
width, but has pinch points which narrow the road. Pinch points include, but are not limited to, 
one-lane bridges, trees, large rock outcroppings, culverts, etc. Pinch points must provide 
visibility where a driver can see oncoming vehicles through the pinch point which allows the 
oncoming vehicle to stop and wait in a 20/oot wide section of the road/or the other vehicle to 
pass. 

The entire road segment is not developed to the equivalent of road category 4 or better. The road 
may or may not be able to accommodate the proposed use and further evaluation is necessary. 
Part B is to be completed by a Civil Engineer licensed by the State of California. 

The statements in PART A are true and correct and have been made by me after personally inspecting and 
measuring thu~ 

~ ------. u I~ PCPJ_,{_ f k""'~-
Name Pnnted 

Date 

lm1,ur1rn1 : Rud ibt instructions before u~in~ lbii form. lf~·ou hne q 11rn inn.t. pltusc r~ll lhe Ucpl . of Public Works Land Use Di,·ision 11 ,07.~!-.?20~. 

11:\pw,k \_l•!>'.idevproJ<clslrtfen•lsl(ormslrnad cvzluoll011 ,cpon rorm {09-27-1017) docx 
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
ROAD EVALUATION REPORT 

RT A: Part A may be completed by the applicant 

Applicant Name: U.c g....,,.._/5--f?~ 
Planning & Building DepaJ1ment Case/File No .: 

APN : 

_\ .7 i ·; _s( 
Road arne: f2\ \/C~ )2 CA[') ____ _...., omplete a separate form for each road) 

From Road (Cross street): ( · 4 1 ~~( l-- / ('\, ~ ( /:2..e:E L )---, _L.,> 

To Road (Cross street): 0 ('._ [ ~ C (_ [;2, CAD 
Length of road segment : L. ~ _ _ ______ .iles Date Inspected : #~-.J{ 
Road is maintained by: D County 7';Z{ Other ___ ·p___._f(._·~ __ \\ ___ , f,_;~..;...T....:..,_1?--=:,--------,----~-----~--------

(S~orest Service, National Park, State Park, BLM, Private, Tribal, etc) 
Check one of the following: 

Box 1 D The entire road segment is developed to Category 4 road standards (20 feet wide) or better. If 
checked, then the road is adequa e for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

Box 2{2f The entire road segment is developed to the equivalent of a road category 4 standard. If checked, 
~gien the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

Box3 0 

Th 
me 

An equivalent road category 4 standard is defined as a roadway that is generally 20 feet in 
width, but has pinch points which narrow the road. Pinch points include, but are not limited to, 
one-lane bridges, trees, large rock outcroppings, culverts, etc. Pinch points must provide 
visibiliry where a driver can see oncoming vehicles through the pinch point which allows the 
oncoming vehicle to stop and wait in a 20 foot wide section of the roadfor the other vehicle to 
pass. 

The entire road segment is not developed to the equivalent ofroad category 4 or better. The road 
may or may not be able to accommodate the proposed use and further evaluation is necessary. 
Part B is to be completed by a Civil Engineer licensed by the State of California. 

tru and co d ha. , been mad by me after per nail inspecting a.n 

11 \pw,k\_ land<kvp,ojec1,ln: fern lslfunnslroaJ cval11aliun repon lorm (09-27-201 7) Joe, PLN-13138-SP Mother Tree Family Farm                      June 17, 2021 Page 82 of 122



HUMBOLDT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLlC WORKS 
ROAD EVALUATION REPORT 

PART A: Part A may be completed by the applicant 

Planning & Building Department Case/File No. : 

~PN: 2o&---.-- 23 t ~DI v( 
/~I:;, 

Road Name: 
I r cc:::' --, 11 --=, 17,., i'/\.. .' 1'1'1 C.A--vU'-.J I 

-~--'- ~-_ ...... L _ _,_ ,,")-'----+N____.. ..... ·,=-{\_-----\)"--_:-\--___ .---(con~plete a°7e'p';raleJormfor each ro ~ 

From Road (Cross street): ·In\ 1 -r ·? ,I ' T'-J i--r--f 
C ,,,., <.t· 1> J-:-> .A 1--...... I,._, C (.) ' 

To Road (Cross street): LC\ L NT'l L / 1\1 ~ I'=- f<- "7,j../ 

Length of road segment: c , 2- miles Datelnspecterl: 1 J-2-c / , v 
Road is maintained by: • County -~Other TL µ::5 ·r· S-t. ( \/ I (_::{ 

(State, Forest Service, National Park, State Park, BLM, Private, Tribal, etc) 
Check one of the following: 

Box ID 

Box30 

The entire road segment is developed to Category 4 road standards (20 feet wide) or better. If 
checked, then the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

The entire road segment is developed to the equivalent of a road category 4 standard. If checked, 
then the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

An equivalent road category 4 standard is defined as a roadway that is generally 20 feet in 
width, but has pinch points which narrow the road. Pinch points include, but are not limited to, 
one-lane bridges, trees, large rock outcroppings, culverts, etc. Pinch points must provide 
visibility where a driver can see oncoming vehicles through the pinch point which allows the 
oncoming vehicle to stop and wail in a 20 foot wide section of the road for the other vehicle to 
pass. 

The entire road segment is not deveJoped to the equivalent of road category 4 or better. The road 
may or may not be able to accommodate the proposed use and further evaluation is necessary. 
Part B is to be completed by a Civil Engineer licensed by the State of California. 

The statements in PART A are true and correct and have been made by me after personally inspecting and 

~-- ;~J-(~ 
Signature Date 

£t2-tc. .P~~\Se~ 
Name Printed 

hn(l(Jr11111: Read tbt lnstruttfons btrort urin this form. l(you havt qurnloni.. plci.k tRII thr fJrp l. of f'ubllr Works Land Uu OMsion at 707.+tJ..'ll05. 
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
ROAD EVALUATION REPORT 

PART A: Part A may be completed by the applicant 

Applicant Name: ___.{j2-=--_ _ \_L __ 1@..__~ ___ t_~-e...-.___.____,_ ___ _ APN: zog - Z.51-0 /'-/ 
I 

--~ -~ 

Road Name: C.:;__:t c._, 1.,---'-l--'-1--+f -~......,_=--=-...........,;;..,,c:;;_-=-'---__.__~ 

From Road (Cross street): _L""{._$..e:... _.._p_<;_;_-_ ___.._--=-==c....-----

To Road (Cross street): U l:lnJY L--t N"e"' cc.e~g... R..b ( rf\,l!J.~1;:I'~') 
Length ofroad segment: 4 1 L miles Date Jnsp~cted: lj j 2-t/ } 't 
Road is maintained by: • County i\(Other -Pt· lStST Se g \ 1 I {£ 

(S~Forest Service, National Park, State Park, BLM, Private, Tribal , etc) 
Check one of the following: 

Box ID 

BoxSi 

Box30 

The entire road segment is developed to Category 4 road standards (20 feet wide) or better. If 
checked, then the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

The entire road segment is developed to the equivalent of a road category 4 standard. If checked, 
then the road is adequate for the proposed use without further review by the applicant. 

An equivalent road category 4 standard is defined as a roadway that is generally 20 feet in 
width, but has pinch poinJs which narrow the road. Pinch points include, but are not limited to, 
one-lane bridges, trees, large rock outcroppings, culverts, etc. Pinch points must provide 
visibility where a driver can see oncoming vehicles through the pinch point which allows the 
oncoming vehicle to stop and wait in a 20 foot wide section of the road for the other vehicle to 
pass. 

The entire road segment is not developed to the equivalent of road category 4 or better. The road 
may or may not be able to accommodate the proposed use and further evaluation is necessary. 
Part Bis to be completed by a Civil Engineer licensed by the State of California. 

The statements in PART A are true and correct and have been made by me after personally inspecting and 
measuring the r 

Signatur 
c--
~ (2.L C 

Name Printed 

5--3 - /-B 
Date 

lnipur ltnl: Rod the lnslruclions brfore min,e this form. Ir you bavr q11ur h111), plCllSt• ull thr Dt pL of Public Works Land \Jsr Division a1 707,+1~7205. 

u:lpwrkl_tanddevproject.sueren-•1, lfonns\road n11lua1io11 n:port form (09-17-20 17) doc., 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

 

REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those agencies 

that provided written comments are checked off. 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Building Inspection Division ✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Division Environmental Health ✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Public Works, Land Use Division ✓ Conditional Approval Attached  

Cal Fire ✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Northwest Information Center ✓ Further Study On file and confidential 

Bear River Band Rohnerville 

Rancheria 
✓ Comments  On file and confidential 

Humboldt Bay Municipal Water 

District 
✓ Comments Attached 

Southern Trinity Volunteer Fire 

Department 
✓ Conditional Approval Attached 

Southern Trinity Joint Unified 

School District 
 No response  

Humboldt County Sheriff  No Response  

Humboldt County Agricultural 

Commissioner 

 No response  

Humboldt County District Attorney  No response  

North Coast Unified Air Quality 

Management District 
 No Response  

North Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board  
 No response  

State Water Resources Control 

Board – Division of Water Rights 
 No response  

CDFW  No response  

Six Rivers National Forest  No response  

US Forest Service  No response  
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December 21, 2018 
 
Planning Commission Clerk 
Planning and Building Department 
Humboldt County 
3015 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 
 
RE: Case Number CUP16-1008, Key Parcel Number 208-231-014-000 
 
 
  Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (District) submits this letter to express concerns 
regarding Conditional Use Permit 16-1008, submitted by Eric Paulson (Applicant). There are a number 
of impacts from these projects that need to be considered including water quality and impacts on 
protected species.  

  The Applicant seeks a conditional use permit for operation of an existing 12,420 square foot 
outdoor cannabis cultivation operation.  The irrigation water is provided by an existing 1,000,000 gallon 
pond. Although it is not noted in the project description, there is a stream that goes through the property 
and may be a water source.    

    

I. The ponds could be a potential species problem 
 Section 55.4.12.8 of the Cannabis Land Use regulations require that ponds and reservoirs be  

set back from streams, springs, and other hydrologic features. They also have to be designed so that they 
can be drained.  
 

II.  The Project May Harm Mad River Water Flows and Fish 
    There is an unnamed creek that appears to be a tributary of the Mad River. The Mad River is a 

waterway subject to the protections of the public trust doctrine which establishes a local government 
responsibility to maintain the flows of the waterway for public use. (Cal. ex rel. State Lands Com v. 
Superior Court (1995) 11 Cal.4th 50, 63 [the beds of navigable rivers are owned by the state in trust for 
the public.  Therefore, we respectfully request that the County verify the water rights at the Water Board 
claimed to be owned and permitted by the applicant prior to issuing a CUP. In addition, storm water 
runoff from the project could carry chemicals and debris into the Mad River, contaminating not only 
the drinking water source, but also fish and other species in the water bodies, assuming the creek 
terminates into the Mad River. 
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  It is the District’s understanding and belief that the State Water Board has determined that the 
Mad River is fully appropriated and there are no more water rights available for appropriation. (See 
State Water Board Order 98-08; Water Code, § 1206.)  Therefore, we respectfully request that the 
County verify with the Water Board the water rights claimed to be owned and permitted by the applicant 
prior to issuing a CUP. 

  
   III.   The Project May Be Subject to CEQA Review 
  There is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the 
environment.  Therefore, a full environmental review may need to be conducted for this project. 
Reliance on a prior environmental document or an exemption will not adequately capture the likely 
environmental impacts, especially given the cumulative impacts of this project, in conjunction with 
other projects in the Mad River area.   

  Cumulative impacts refer to two or more individual effects which, when considered together, 
are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts... The individual effects 
may be changes resulting from a single project or a number of separate projects. (CEQA Guidelines, § 
15355, subd. (a).) Essentially, an agency cannot forego environmental review if, “taking into 
consideration the effects of past, current, and probable future projects, the environmental effect is 
significant.” (Aptos Council v. County of Santa Cruz (2017) 10 Cal.App.5th 226, 285.)  

   There are a number of cannabis operations occurring in the Mad River area, drawing on 
limited water and posing a potential threat to the drinking water source and sensitive habitats. 
This is only one of many similar operations in the area. While the County may find reason to 
conclude each project individually is exempt, a point not conceded by the District, permitting 
each of these operations based on an exemption avoids adequate analysis of impacts of the 
cumulative impact on the river. 

* * * 
For the above reasons, the District requests the Planning Department require full environmental 

review of Conditional Use Permit applications CUP16-1008 for Cannabis Cultivation Sites. 
Additionally, we request that the District be notified when the level of environmental review is 
determined and when the draft environmental document is available for review by the public. 

 
In closing, we respectfully request all referral comments be included in the Planning 

Commission Packets.  This will allow the Commissioners to have a full understanding of the 
agencies/public concerns.  

 
Respectfully,  
 
 
John Friedenbach, 
General Manager 
 
Cc: Gordon Leppig, CDFW 
       Kason Grady, NCRWQCB, Division Chief Cannabis Regulatory 
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