Thursday, March 19, 2020

From Cara Cordoni, Asherah Consulting
on behalf of
Rocci Costa, RocSquatch Farms

This is an Appeal of the decision of the Planning Commision on March 5, 2020 per
Roc Squatch Farms

e APN 516-211-025,

e Permit PLN-12176-CUP

e APPS 12176

Grounds for Appeal

“The person filing the appeal shall state specifically why the decision of the Planning
Commission is not in accord with the standards and regulations of the zoning
ordinances, or why it is believed that there was an error or an abuse of discretion by the
Planning Commission.” - Appeals of Planning Commision Actions

Overview
There were multiple errors of discretion during the hearing on March 5th which
obscured the facts:

1. Rocci Costa is a 4th generation Blue Lake family man. He is a father of 3 adult
children. He is raising his 5 year old granddaughter with his wife of 27 years in
their Eureka home. He is seeking a permit for a small organic family farm to be
run by his 21 year old son and himself.

2. Rodney Costa is Rocci’s brother and is the owner of the parcel. The brothers
signed a letter of intent which begins at the time a permit is secured. Rocci Costa
has not had control or responsibility for the parcel to date. Concerns of Public
Safety are addressed by implementing a permitted and secured farm.

3. A majority of the complaints both written and in person were by a few neighbors,
most of whom are half a mile to over a mile away from the proposed site. A large
number of them do not live on Warren Creek Road. Many of those who live on
Warren Creek Road have encroached on the road right of way. Most of them do
not know the Applicant.
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Errors of Discretion
4. Commissioner Levy’s closing statement referred to stewardship and
responsibility of the land being “a little bit fuzzy”. [Planning Commission Regular
Meeting Video Timestamp: 3:11:36].
a. There is nothing fuzzy about who is responsible for the land. There is no
evidence or data to support this supposition. There are very specific laws
and regulations regarding who is in control of and accountable for a

parcel.

b. There are 3 Costa brothers involved: 1 owner (Rodney), 1 previous guest
tenant (Robin) via family caretaking arrangement without lease, 1
prospective tenant (Rocci), the Applicant.

Confusion over “Mr. Costa” has led the commission to attribute
Rodney’s lack of stewardship with Rocci’s fitness to uphold the
responsibilities of a permitted farm. This confusion was intentionally
cultivated by a vocally opposed minority.

*see parcel ownership records as per application*; see PC
Supplemental #1 3.05.2020 pg. 18 [Exhibit A ]

As per the requirements of the 1.0 application in Dec 2016, there is
no current lease. There is a letter of intent to begin a lease once a
permit is approved. Rodney is responsible for the previous
negligence and Rocci is bringing solutions and improvements,
including evicting the squatter in 2017.

5. Error of Discretion: Characterizing the allegations made by the neighbors as
factual and substantiated.

a. Commissioner Levy “l don’t think this is so much about the cannabis itself,
... as it is about a history of bad blood, bad faith, threats, violence, poor
land management choices made on the behalf of this property.” [Planning
Commission Regular Meeting Video Timestamp: 3:10:58]

b. Neighbor complaints of threats and violence are unsubstantiated and
unassociated with the Applicant.

Fire Department Contact Facts

1. Negative Fire Dept contacts are pre-2012, over 8 years ago
and well before the permitting process began in 2016 per the
Arcata Fire District letter on Page 80 of the March 5th
Hearing Agenda. The Applicant was not involved or
responsible for these incidents.

2. Other contact in 2018 was a call per a controlled legal burn
per Page 80 of the March 5th Hearing Agenda.
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i.  Negative Police contacts in 2017 were motivation to pursue eviction
of squatters.

1. Vincent Edward Thomas was squatting on the parcel and the
police came out twice regarding domestic violence between
his partner and himself. See police contact records: Page 81
of the March 5th Hearing Agenda

2. The Applicant pursued squatter eviction as soon as the
decision was made to pursue a permit. He attempted to
negotiate with the individual and eventually pursued legal
eviction. [Exhibit B]

3. There are no additional records of calls to the police to date.

6. Error of Discretion: Undefined consequent effects on surrounding landowners led
Commission to consider “historical context” in the decision making process.

a. Levy begins, “Personally, | bristle when | hear it implied that all of those
wholesome family friendly community values are threatened by cannabis
per se.... It's a prejudice that rubs me the wrong way as it seems there is
a burden being placed on one crop that is not being placed on any others.
[Planning Commission Regular Meeting Video Timestamp: 3:10:18]

b. Levy contradicts himself by applying theoretical consequent effects that in
his earlier statement cause him to “bristle”, “In cases where there ..... [are]
consequent side effects of having to meet it that would have
disadvantages on other property owners...it's appropriate to consider the
historical context.” [Planning Commission Regular Meeting Video
Timestamp: 3:11:45]

c. Consequent effects of denial are *status quo*, which all parties recognize
as actively harmful to the character of the neighborhood.

i.  Unmonitored parcel has already drawn squatters, will continue to
do so.

d. Consequent effects are an unsafe road, as clarified by Public Works.

7. Error of Discretion: Consider whether commitments to agencies have been met.

a. Levy states that, “l don’t know how you can not consider the context of
whether commitments to the County, to other agencies, to neighbors have
been met or haven’t. [Planning Commission Regular Meeting Video
Timestamp: 3:12:18] and “...already problems or borderline problems
trying to meet the requirements of the ordinance...” [Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Video Timestamp: 3:11:45]

b. All commitments asked were met and have continued to be met.
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One example of ongoing success in meeting conditions is,
Condition 9, on Page 5 of the March 5th Staff Report is for
Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration to be submitted to the
Department of Fish and Wildlife and a copy to the Planning
Department. The Applicant met that condition on March 4th, 2020
per Exhibit C

Aspersions of character on a family member are not a basis to
question the commitment of the Applicant.

8. Error of Discretion: Questioning the Ability of the Applicant to meet commitments.

a. Commissioner Levy states that based on the “history associated . . . not
inclined to trust that the commitments we’re requiring could be met.”
[Planning Commission Regular Meeting Video Timestamp: 3:13:07]

b. Rocci Costa has not been responsible for the history of the site, and
applying complaints from previous unassociated tenants sets terrible
precedent for cannabis farms coming into compliance from unregulated
operation.

c. Rocci Costa has met all of the requirements set forth.

9. Error of Discretion: Zoning - What is Residential Ag?

a. Commissioner Newman states, “because of the neighbors...it seems that
area has become more of a residential one than agricultural, without me
looking at any maps at all, without seeing the zoning.” [Planning
Commission Regular Meeting Video Timestamp: 3:08:45]"

The parcel in question is 5 acres of RA (Residential Agricultural)
zoned land. See Map Exhibit D. The neighbor to the North is a 95
acre organic vegetable farm with no residence. The parcel to the
East is owned by the Weburg’s and is 20 acres of undeveloped
land with no house. The two 5 acre parcels to the South each have
one home. The parcel to the West is 40 acres with one house.
The Warren Creek RA, Residential Agriculture area, has been
described by neighbor’'s Dave and Robin Kinzer as a “cul-de-sac’.
(Page 69 March 5th Hearing).
1. The Kinzer’s live over half a mile away from the Applicant on
Blackberry lane which is more residential.
2. The Warren Creek Flats, by comparison, are not a
‘neighborhood’ nor a cul-de-sac: it is a rural agriculture zone
of approximately 300 acres, not including The Blackberry
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Vi.

Vii.

Lane community. If rezoned it would likely be included in the
1200 acre adjacent agricultural zone (Exhibit D 1)
By the estimate of one neighbor, William Abler, the Blackberry Lane
community consists of 150 acres and 70 homes.

1. The 150 acre area referred to by the majority of neighbors,
west of Blackberry Lane, (Exhibit D 2) does resemble a rural
extension of Arcata, however it is zoned Residential
Agriculture

2. ltis half a mile away from the Applicant parcel.

3. The 150 acres, starting at Blackberry Lane and ending on
the other side of the 20 acre parcel adjacent the applicant,
represents 17 parcels. There are no more than 34 permitted
dwellings max, with an actual estimate closer to 15.

4. The 300 acre section east of Blackberry Lane resembles the
more traditional rural agriculture community that is expected
in a flat fertile zone, and is also appropriately zoned RA,
Residential Agriculture, especially the flat ‘dry farm’ zone of
which The Costa farm is located.

Neighborhood vs Rural Residential: The most current data on
Arcata household sizes is from 2013: Using a multiplier of 2.3
people per home (up from the 2.1) the 70 homes would represent
161 residents on the 150 acres they claim to represent. This is a
ratio of 1.0733 persons per acre which does not constitute the
density of a “cul-de-sac.

If those parcels have 1.25 dwellings (21.25 homes on the 17
parcels) at the generous Arcata multiplier of 2.3 residents per
dwelling, that works out to 49 people on the 150 acres nearest the
parcel, a ratio of 3 acres per person or 13.1 residents per square
mile in our RA Zone, as opposed to 1,900 in Arcata.

In comparison Eureka has a population density of 2,800 persons
per square mile, a square mile is 640 acres, making the multiplier
4.375, for comparison sake. For the 150 acres the neighbors claim
for their 70 homes. The 161 residents of those suggested 150
acres therefore are distributed at a rate of 685 persons per square
mile. Their assessment of their rural neighborhood has the density
of a rural neighborhood, per their calculations.

In comparison, people per square mile:

The Warren Creek Flats...150 acres east of Blackberry Lane 13 people
The Blackberry Lane Community, 150 acres west of Blackberry Lane 685 people
Korbel .... A similar area east of Blue Lake 1 person
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Willow Creek 55 people

Blue Lake 2,000 people

Arcata 1,900 people

Eureka 2,800 people
viii.  The majority of the neighbors who attended the March 5th meeting

and who submitted letters of concern are over half a mile away, and
are indeed in a more residential area around Blackberry Lane. See
Exhibit E: Neighbors by address and proximity to the parcel.

10. Attacks on Character: Public Comments were non-factual, hearsay,
unsubstantiated and unmanaged. The unfounded allegations are hurtful and
have no place in policy making.

a.

“Neighbors” are unfamiliar with the Applicant and have conflated negative
experiences in the area with the Applicant. There is no factual
substantiation of their allegations.

Myrna Weburg spoke “Laura Costa states that she attempted to reach out
to me via email at the request of planner Elizabeth Moreno and that she
did not receive a response. | did not see nor can | find an email from
Laura. “ [Planning Commission Regular Meeting Video Timestamp:
2:07:40]

i.  On or about October 25th, 2019, County Planner Elizabeth Moreno
told Laura Costa, Rocci’s wife, that the neighbors had questions
about the revised farming plan. She gave Laura Myrna Weburg's
email address and asked her to contact Myrna.

i.  On October 30, 2019, Laura Costa sent an email to Myra and
copied Elizabeth Moreno. Elizabeth responded to the email,
validating that she received it. No bounced email or failure to
deliver error was received for the Weburg email address - Exhibit F

Responses to initial neighbor concerns were provided to Planner Elizabeth
Moreno within 2 days of her request. The Applicant has taken concerns
seriously and responded promptly. Elizabeth was unable to provide the
responses to the neighbors in January 2020 due to technical challenges.
The lack of communication with the neighbors was not the intent of the
Applicant.

Responses to additional neighbor concerns were provided via email to
Planner Elizabeth Moreno and neighbors on February 4th, 2020. We
asked that they be provided to the Planning Commission. They were not
included in the updated Staff Report on March 5th, but were in
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION #1
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e. Who are the Costas? A History of the Costa family in Blue Lake since
1888 - see Exhibit G.

. Who is Rocci Costa? - See Exhibit H.

g. What is Roc Squatch Farm? - See Exhibit |

Clarifications
1. On Getting the Road Engineered:

a. Having had a challenging and expensive three years coming up on Sept
2019, the Applicant was concerned that he was being asked to hire an
engineer for the road without having a clear understanding as to whether
his permit application was likely to be approved once he did so.

b. There had been misguidance in the 3 year process: For example, he had
enrolled in the Water Board only to spend 5 thousand dollars
unnecessarily for a well that could not be used and three years he could
not farm.

c. On receiving clear guidance from the Planning Committee that the road
engineering was essential and approval with conditions was likely, he
immediately acted on his commitments, hiring a local professional firm.

2. Number of Employees:

a. The intention is for Rocci and his son, Rocci, to be the 2 full time
employees supplemented by 2-4 contracted employees during seasonal
planting and harvest. Contracted employees would car-pool minimizing
trips on the road.

b. The Application erroneously states that there will be 0 employees based
on a misunderstanding of what constitutes an “employee”. Additional
professional guidance since then has clarified the definition and
requirements for employees.

Creating Positive Relations with Neighbors
The Applicant would like to establish relations with the neighbors and has taken the
following steps to do so:

1. The Applicant would like to participate in a public meeting hosted by the Planning
Commision, with Public Works and the neighbors. The intention of the meeting is
to bring the community together, meet Rocci Costa and his family and address
concerns about the placement of turnouts and road improvements. Director Ford
offered to coordinate such a meeting once the threat of COVID19 has passed.

2. An email was sent to the neighbors per participating in and/or assisting with the
organization of a road association - Exhibit J. The Applicant would like to pursue
win/win solutions to improving the road with the neighbors.
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Conclusion:

The Applicant, Rocci Costa, has taken all steps to meet the requirements of the
Planning Department and applicable ordinances. He is of good character and good
intent and the Board of Supervisors would be justified in granting him a permit for his
small family farm.
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List of Exhibits

Exhibit A - SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION #1, March 5th, Page 18

Exhibit B - Notice of Restoration (Eviction of Squatters)

Exhibit C - Department of Fish and Wildlife: "No Lake or Streambed Alteration
Agreement Needed” - March 4, 2020

Exhibit D - Neighborhood map

Exhibit E - Partial List of Neighbors and their proximity to the Applicant
Exhibit F - Laura Costa email to Myra Weburg and Elizabeth Moreno

Exhibit G - Who are the Costas? A History of the Costa family in Blue Lake since 1888
Exhibit H - Who is Rocci Costa?

Exhibit | - About RocSquatch Farm

Exhibit J - Email to Neighbors per Road Association
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Exhibit A: SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION #1, March 5th, Page 18

Specific Neighbor Letter Responses
Below the Applicant addresses concerns raised in specific letters:

Per Page 65, from An Anonymous Warren Creek Resident
The following history of the property will help clear up some of the valid concerns expressed.

1) The property is owned by the Applicant’s brother and the Applicant agrees that his
brother has not been a good steward of the property. In the past, there were unsavory
tenants and eventually squatters on the property. The Applicant and his family pursued
and completed the eviction of the squatters at their own expense in 2017. The Applicant
had 2 dumpster loads of refuse removed from the property after the eviction. There is
additional clean up of the land required, which the Applicant will also complete. A legal
permitted farm with regulatory oversight would prevent a repetition of the issues of the
past. The Applicant looks forward to continuing to be a positive influence on the property
and community.

2) The Applicant and his family will farm on this property, either as a permitted cannabis
farm or, barring that, as an organic vegetable farm. One way or the other, the Applicant
and his family will be cultivating on this property.
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Exhibit B: Notice of Restoration (Eviction)

NOTICE OF RESTORATION
Harrl Lonin, Hodney Covin Comris  Humbohdi Saperiksr Couri
W, Conrtmy CYITOET)
Vincant [Vinaay) Thomspions Fil; 1707

Jane &, 3017
Tot Evboted Tonants, Property Duwners, Their Agents and The Local Pobice:

By virtug of & Wril of Exegwtson of Real Property, ihe follow ing propeny was reviored o ihe lndlosd on:
VT8 Winiren Crook Rl | Misiorbasss ) Arcata, O A 91531

EVICTION DATE: &20730| 7
EVICTION TIME: &:00 AM

Prarviiarg 10 Ponald Code Sectioms 419 and 607, sy pedgrent debsor, any persns removed by the ShonilT o bardbal, o
ey e wad suthasrisgd by the landlond, wie erters b ool progarty after the aviction, may be subject fa anest.

Prarsisurs to Califiormds Cinil Progadure soctions 7080000k () and 1 %000, all porsoeal property befl on e premiues.
hars o buarmard oy b il Lanaliori]. W Banllond i respenihle for the sl beeping of wnam' s progery od Leen
{180 days feom the daig of eviction. The Landlond may (Rarge o rrasonabds foe for removal sl wonage of the propeey
ot vaw, wpaen dhrvmarnad off B mrani, the lanalnd mut sviuns tha (enant's property (1§ the lenant pays ol coaky incurred
by e propertiy o st atorage il mmainbenane 1 e couty s e paid By e temant s dhe nenant does ne take
peraession. of Bhe property kil Bohind hefone e end of ihe Tfieen {135 day poriosd, the Lindland may cihed sl the
propery ai pablic sale and keep fom i progeeds of the wile the couly of g s of the sale (1958 00, if
property s vadued wl b than 570000, ihe landbond may diposd of the propdety of folin i B i own use. (11T
cor

Sincrely,

WILLIAM F.HONSAL, SHERIFF - CORONER
Husnbsold Cosanity ShariiTs CiTies

A2 - Ach Serewt

Fureka, CA $3501

{707 A5 THRS

-
IT s suthorkred ageni
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Exhibit C:

Caltoamia Matural Resoumes AQency GAMN NEWSOM, Giovermor

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Divecior
1 — Northesm Reglon

6514 Second Sinesst

Eureka, CA 25501

S wiidiTe £ g0y

March 4, 2020

Roca E. Costa

Rz Squatch Farms

638 West Sonoma St

Eurska, CA BE501
minveracirc:a?0 13 gmail. com

Subject Mo Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement Meeded
Motification No. EPIMS-04255-R1
Humboldt County Assessor’s Parcel APN 316-211-023

Dear Rocci E. Costa:

The Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) has reviewed your Lake or
Streambed Aleration Motifcation (Motfication ) submitted on January B, 2019. The
Motification was deemed mcompdete on February 12, 2018 and additional information
was provided on February 4, 2020, We have determined that your project is subject to
the notification requirement in Fish and Game Code Secton 1802, mcluding payment of
the notification fee.

The Department has also determined that yowr project as nofified will not substantialy
adwersely affect an exsting fish or wildlife resowrce. As a result, you will not need a
Lake or Streambed Aleration Agreement for your project. You are responsible for
complying with all applicable local, state, and federal laws in complefing your work. A
copy of this letter and your notfication with all atachments should be available at all
times at the work site.

Please note that if you change your project so that it differs materially from the project
you described in your original Notification, you will need to submit a new Notfication
and comesponding fee to the Department. Your notification includes the following
information: water well used for domestic purposes only and located at (latlong):
408808, -124 0230. The diversion rate is limited to 15 gallons per minute. The
Modification did not include a hydrogeologic evaluabion prepared by a beensed geologist
prowided for COFW review. Given the well is wery close to an unnamed tributary of the
Mad River and the well is very shallow, itis highly likely this well is diverting Mad River
underflow. COFW strongly encourages the applicant to expand storage capacity to
minimize potental impacts of groundwater capiure and potential streamflow depletion
created by diversion from the well during the dry season.

Conserving California s Wildlife Since 1870
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Exhibit C Continued

This letter doss not retroactvely parmit any stream crossings, water diversions or other
encroachments not described above. Mo olher projecis thal may be subject to FGG1802
ware disclosed.

Alzo nobe that while you ane entilled 1o complate the project without an Agreement, you
are still msponsizle for complying with other applicable local, state, and federal laws.
These incude FEL sections 5850 and 5652 which make it unlawful o pollute walers of
the state. FGC section 5650 makes it unlawful fo deposit in, permit to pass inbo, or place
where it can pass into waters of the state any substance or maternal deleterious o fsh,
plant life, mammats, or bird life, incheding, but not limited to gasoSne and oil, as well as
gefiment, FGE section 5652 makes it unlawdul to deposit in, permit to pass inlo, oF
place whare it can pass into waters of the state, or to abandon, dispose of, or throw
away, within 150 feet of the high water mark of the waters of the state, any garbage,
refusa, or waste, among other materials. A person who violates FGC sections 1802,
56850, and 5652 i comjunciion with the culivation or production of cannabis s subject to
significant penaltes or fines. Spacifically, COFYY may imgose civil penallies
adminmstratively against any peraon found by COFW to have violated these FGE
sactions in connection with the production or cullivation of cannabes following a
complalnt and, f requested, a haaring,

Cither statutas i the FGGC that might apply to your activity, include, but not limited to e
following sections: 2080 ef seq. {species lisked as threatensd or endangered, or a
candidate for listing under the California Endangered Species Act); 1908 (rare native
plants); 3511, 4700, 5050, and 5515 (fully protected species); 3503 (bind nests and
egge); 3503.5 (birds of prey); 5901 {fish passage}; 8437 (sufficient water for fish); and
5048 [obstruction of stream), and the requirernants set farth in the Forest Practice Act
(Pub. Resourcas Code, § 4511 at seq.) for projects on private timbedands

Thamk you for nobifiring us of your progect.

Whm
' r;viih
Senlor Environmental Scientist Supendisor

ac:  Alison Mitchell | allison mifchaeliEwidie ca ooy

Humboldi County Planning and Bullding Deparlment
Cliff Johneon, Clohnsondfco humioldt ca us
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Exhibit D: Neighborhood Maps

150 Acre Blackberry Lane Community, density 685 ppl/mi

=

300 Acre Warren Creek Flat AG Area, density 13 ppl/mi
R O
l 5 Acre Costa Farm #~ ' !

The 150 acre Blackberry Lane Community represents the majority of complaints, which
is over 1/2 mile from our agricultural area.

The 300 acre Warren Creek flat AG area, on which the parcel is located, has a
population density of 13 people per square mile and is RA.

The 5 acre Roc Squatch Farm is over half a mile to the edge of The Blackberry Lane
Community.
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2. 150 Acres surrounding Blackberry Lane Community vs 150 acres surrounding the
Applicant Parcel

Costa Farm cultivation area 10,000 sq ft

150 acre buffering Costa Farm

| . .

| £

150 acre Blackberry Lane Community determined by neighbor signatures and letters.

150 acres surrounding the Applicant parcel determined by centering the parcel
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Blackberry Lane Community

1,200 acre AG belt

The Applicant parcel is well within a 1,200 acre Agricultural belt
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Exhibit E: Neighbors by address and proximity to Parcel

Name Address Distance to parcel
Marcile Raney 1712 Warren Creek .1 mile
Myrna Weburg 1712 Warren Creek .1 mile

Mike Zeppegno

1740 Warren Creek

South corner

Kathleen Zeppegno

1740 Warren Creek

South corner

Y2 acre between

Gaye Ayton 1746 Warren Creek

Wm B Ayton 1746 Warren Creek SRS BT
Lyle Schmidt 1236 Warren Creek .5 miles
David Kinzer 180 Blackberry Lane .6 mile
Robin Kinzer 180 Blackberry Lane .6 miles
David Kinzer 180 Blackberry Lane .6 miles
Ron Borges 1143 Warren Creek .6 miles
William Abler 1200 Warren Creek .6 miles
Patricia Ehlert-Abler |1200 Warren Creek .6 miles
Rick Steele 160 Blackberry Lane .6 miles
Jana Ashbrook 1035 Warren Creek .7 mile
Michael Fields 1102 Warren Creek Road |.7 miles
Lynnie Horrigan 1102 Warren Creek Road |.7 miles
Chris Lee 1088 Warren Creek Road |.7 miles
Susan Smith 1116 Warren Creek Road |.7 miles
Thomas Smith 1116 Warren Creek Road |.7 miles
Kathleen Lee 1088 Warren Creek Road |.7 miles
Forrest Stamper 932 Warren Creek .8 mile
Debbie Stamper 932 Warren Creek .8 mile
Julie Dusel 280 Cedar Hill .8 mile
Mark Dusel 280 Cedar Hill Ln .8 miles
Frank Lovio 890 Warren Creek .9 mile
Terry Wingbenbach |915 Warren Creek .9 mile
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Suzanne Collins 1002 Warren Creek .9 mile
Quincy Collins 1002 Warren Creek .9 mile
Vic Aubin 1002 Warren Creek .9 mile
Mike Sawyer 400 Cedar Hill Ln .9 miles
Jason Simas 320 Cedar Hill Lane .9 miles
Suzanne Burke 545 Cedar Hill Lane 1.1 miles
Russell R Burke 545 Cedar Hill Lane 1.1 miles
Cuma 535 Cedar Hill Ln 1.1 miles
John Lima 535 Cedar Hill Ln 1.1 miles
Claudia Lima 535 Cedar Hill 1.1 miles
Loretta McCurtain  |640 Cedar Hill Lane 1.1 miles
James McCurtain 640 Cedar Hill Lane 1.1 miles
Brock S Davis 536 Warren Creek Road 1.4 miles
Marcia Davis 536 Warren Creek Road 1.4 miles

Donald H Weburg

1342 Otis Rax Ln,
Mckinleyville
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Exhibit F: Laura Costa Email to Myrna Weyburg with Elizabeth Moreno copied, and
Elizabeth’s response

A

Begin forwarded message:

From: Laura Costa <minervacirea201 3@gmall.coms
Subject: Costa Permit

Date: October 30, 2013 at 2:38:05 PM POT

To: myrna32&s@acl.com

Ce: *Moreno, Elizabeth” <emoreno@co.humboidi.ca.us>

Myma 5. Weburg
1712 Warren Creek Rd
October 30,2019

Deear Masighioar,

I'm writing on behalf of the Costa family, of which | am a member. We have been pursuing a singie 10,000 square foot permit since December 2016. Since our initial filing we have determined to dry farm instead of building
raigad irrigated beds, otherwise nothing has changed.

We are working with Green Road Engineering to asses the county road as required by the planning dept.

We understand you may have questions or concemns and we would like to address them directly. Do you have any unenswered questions about our plans or property? Wi are happy to reply to written questions or to schedule
a call or mesting. We would hope to have good relations with all cur neighbors if possible.

If we are not able 1o obtain a cannabis permit, we will stil guality for 2,000 square feet to grow 99 medical plants for patients. We will move the access road either way as it is so detrimentaily positioned for farming. running
trough the fiat and so far from the property line. We will also plant a food forest of fruit trees and vegetables to provide for aur families end possibly a small farmer's markat supply.

We ook forward 1o heanng from you and coming to an amicable understanding of each other's concems and working logether to find solutions.
Please reach out directly, or thvough Elizabeth, perhaps it is all much a do about nothing?
Thank You

Laura Costa
TOT 428 4612

From: “Moreno, Elizabeth” <EMoreno@co humboldi.ca.us>
Subject: RE: Costa Permit

Date: October 31, 2019 at 5:12:08 PM POT

To: Laura Costa <minervacirea2013@gmail.com:

Laura, | den't understand this email. Are you intending to change the project te 3,000 SF 7
Let know,

Elizabeth Moreno
Flanmer ||

Cannabis Services Division
Planning and Building Department

707.445.7245

From: Laura Costa <minervacirca2013@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2019 2:38 PM

To: myrna325@aal.com

Ce: Moreno, Elizabeth <EMoreno@co.humboldt.ca.us=
Subject: Costa Permit

Myrria 5. Weburg
1712 Warren Creek R

October 30,2019

Dear Nefghbor,

I'en writing an behall of the Costa family, of which | am a member. We hawve been pursuing a sirgle 10,000 square foot pes ince December 2016. Since our al Flirg we have detarmined 10 dry farm irstead of buildirg raised irrigated beds,

otherwise pathing has changed.

We are warking with Green Raad Engineering to asses the courty road as required by the alanaing degt.

We understard you may have guestions ar concerns and we would like to address them directly. Do you have any unanswered guestions about our plans ar property? We are happy to reply to writlen questions or to schedule a call ar meetirg.

We would hope to have good relations with all our neighbaors if passible.

1 we are not able to obtain a cannabis perr

t, we will still guality for 3,000 square ‘eet to grow 99 medical plants for patierts. We will move the access road either way as it is so detrimentally positfened for farming, rurning through the fat ard

50 far from the property line. We will also plant a food forest of fruit trees and vegetables w provide ‘or our families and possibly a small farmer’s market supply.
W laok farward to hearing fram you and coming to an amicable urderstanding of each ather's corcerns and working together to find salutions.

Please reach out directly, or through Elizabeth, perhaps it is all much a do about nathing?

Thank You
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Exhibit G
Who are the Costas? A History of the Costa family in Blue Lake since 1888

The CﬂI'FImIJI'II-tH of Blue Lake was settled b_ﬂ Frmi:-L: ir'u:|ur:[in5 Jack and Emma
hﬁ;}:]-p;mJ Rocci Costa’s Paternal f.;r:at—{Zranc[Fsarn:nt- 'F|'|i:5| came to
Huml:h:-l-r:]l"-’.f.ﬂuntq in 1888, and settled in Blue Lake in 1200, rnakin_g the
current Costa r'amlhj children sixth generation Blue Lake.
The Mac Pl_‘mﬁ fourth c|'|'l..4:| Rocei Costa’s maternal
Cirandmother Merle Mac fi‘l.qamn, was born the same
month that Blue Lake was irr::r:irpamt-:c], AI:lnT 1910, Mere
Was rr:ccigniz:d thraug;hnut her [ifetime as Blue Lakes first babﬂ: and she was
celebrated often as The Grand Marshall of the Blue Lake Famdcs. Serle
gzlc]uah:d from Arcata Hr"f_;ln Schad! and Humbaldt State LIni'.-:rEil'Ej before
:;n-i:-fngbn marry Homer Clark, Rocci Costa's maternal
g-anc“ath-:r T}rcq oo would live their [fetimes in Blue Lake where Homer
was nok Dn'q the barber and the bartender but the 1S Fostmaster as well.
Merle and Homer had three da ugl'ﬂ:crs- Mary Janice and Joan, Roca
Costa’s m-:ul:|"u:r who would marry the ﬂmngﬁh:r] Louis and [zaura Costa’s
nine children. Chvrn:rsl‘:ilj of the Blue Lake Post Office is still in the ramﬂﬂ in
2020. Merle and Homer Clark’s home is also still owned l':uJ Rocci Costa and
his I:ur'crt|'u:r5 as are the I:h:autq 5-|'|r_'u and adipcent affices. Marle Clark diad
at 94, ]ust two weeks bafore h:r]DDl‘h birth ay, and Blue Lake's Cantennial.

A Bt s Wl e

In 1902 Roco Costa’s Pah:ma| _grand\cath:r Louise T, Costa, a hard w;:rr'la'.in_g Fortugnese -;:lafrg
man, met, courted and marmied zaura Miranda, 2 YOLNE, Woman who had
traveled alone from Curope for a better life. She was n.k:rrlcing as a cook’s
|'n:||:u:rr'r: the Blue Lake Hotel and she had a unqucsﬁanal::|.: r-.:i:uutal'i-:nn_ She
and Louis built 2 successful ELEI-II'H husiness and
had nine -::|'||'|-|:|ra:r|, all home births in Blue Lake.
Their children grewup o be valuable members of
the cnmmunily, four of their sons served in W11,
c-u::-rbcurn:ntlﬂ: a great sacrifica for angy {—.:Lmr'|3| o

o i s, g o Tl make. Rocci Costa's ]:ath:r: Fred was the _+JEIUH5¢51‘
of those children.
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Exhibit F - Continued
Who are the Costas? A History of the Costa family in Blue Lake since 1888

in 1960 Lovis and Ezaurm Costa retired and sold their Casta
Dmirgy i Blua Loka and it is now home to Piua Lake School.

Foccils I:I:lrenl:'.*. Frad Casta and Joan Clark were marmiad in 1052 After serving m WAl Frad

veor ke with his brother ot Costa "!ru:kirﬂ vk !IJ1=|..| soud the business in o, 11-"55 sattlad in
j_i_e_l-_.:_l[:_-l:gg[f_ where Roces was raisad with his four older brothars. Rocci attandad ﬂn;gij_rl_aﬂ_l.-_ﬂg
schools and l‘.'.nd? of the H.n:n:|'-.l.ln|:|-|:|s. where he enrmead a :-I:u.'.t on the 'h'ﬂ"_ﬁl:li.-'lﬂl:l:ﬂm and
I'|.‘:Flﬂ"_1|:ﬂ|'.|:|:= the LISAin -I.:||:l.'|n 'y '.l.n-_-'.'L::'ns ﬂrl‘ﬂ"\ﬁ: triI:I. oo went on ta coach '.||11-_-'.-I:|i:'1E1 at
St PBarmard's Hié'l :n:-iu'!-nl and to assist at Arcata Youth 'l-'rru-l:lir::_;. Rocc bacame o skifled
carpenter and worked on marg commercial and residantal F-Tjn:l:- in Humbaldt and Mendacing

o,
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Exhibit H: Who is Rocci Costa?

In199E Lawa Farkar and Roco Costa wens marmiad Flﬂ-c’.i"l-l-dt:'!t
The Carson Marsion, Laurss |-—.r|:|'n=r F!‘..'u.j Parber was o loc

emctrica contractor. Both the Farker Elactric and Costa
-!'I-"_l:lil!'.i' Families were wall rocted in Humbolds l:-.l:ll.ll'El.J'F-cT

many generations. Lawur's 'lﬁmil.j r||-.1:-:'.-'1.:||n Blue Lake
m"'.l:mllrn-.:ntad I.'|'r 108 1 |'r_ﬁ-l:|:r||: LJ..T-'. 'tn-cl oeta F':m'Iu:':-wI'l-a

waare :H?JH established in Plue Lake sinca the mid 1800,

Lawra and Rocci have residad at their Cureka |'~ntn='|:-:-r.l|.'-'|._|-=.'rﬂ-l.l."l:|'|
dreams -Ell'-:lr\dl'l'h.ﬂni mevinag, to the Blue Lakes house. 'I1'|-=|:|a_:m:nt|_._|
fve 2 beautiul rastarad victorian that has besn in Lacra's 'Flmlq

aine 18 and whare ﬂ'u:l.] rmisad El-c|'t:||:|nﬂ1. Cher H}.L_F.'LI":E- R and

Lawra hosted o n:mrn.'lr.:IuSI:J inbernational E-J:.ﬂ'!lﬂg students in
their home I:|'|r|.'.-r.|5r| |“!|'.II11I:|1:|I|-EI'|: Stage |I_|I'I'r'ﬁ"'1vl'tl:|-. 'I'|'|-=u| remain friends

'|'|11+I rr|..'|n_-._|-nF|:|'r.-.-.= ".'I.'-\'.ud-l!'!ﬂ- “hl'_'lﬂﬂll P b I'I-Eltl'.!! 'nl'.H'I-d

Rocci and Lawa also 'ad d' thair rt_"_:_';hl:n'._r:.idn Hicks, = a
:EmrﬂF-.'::rl.-.nt' ta ther chil e, :1'|i:|:n'in5 m.:n.'ins har irto thair |-.:|11||.:|
home when her hushand, Leonard Hickes, 2 'World Wer 1 veteran, died. *l!;dﬂ_,uhu i now B, bved
with the Castag until her needs bacame too great for them and they moved her to a prvate care
'|-|-|:|:’h_._| whare t* tna_.-.j confinues to suppart har hrL1MIL._| and -=rru'|l:||:-'1.1:|._|

Rocci and Lawra have two adult childran an.:.i.:u_gr.:"ldd'lm at "mrnt, and ancther d.‘.u.'gj'rh:r: S0
i, ﬂﬂdFl‘fHﬂl%"l’h:r b LN Base Foint Mg

Rocei and his '|-|mi:.._| hoves _-._I:Fcrt-r:d the Blue Lake and [aldbrogk veluntear fire Departments
ard their n='|-|:h=-_|:r.'|= Laranges since ther i |r-r.-=|:ll:r.|r~ REocci "er_r,lL'u'El.J attends the FmH'-H Grange
brealdfast in Blue Laka and i wel respectes and ; 1?_-|:-"l=|:|"_tﬂj there.

Rocci Costa is committad to the Earth and armircnment which he mq_nf;nias his chil drer wil
mherit. He's |:| tey herve raisad 2 consciantious F‘H‘l:l-tﬂﬂ' his som and Frﬂh!ﬁ 'I'I'.-:ﬂmnﬂ-r
Rocci i o skiled haildar and n"r'..enzr most '1=|:|='1I:||.:| mEstering the kil of home made COEANic

=,:-|..a"£ ﬂ.ll:-l:l-crrunt. and Fl|'_".'|;,|" '-.lu'll-EI::Ft ciabarresnts.

Referance
“Where's The Laks” Stories of Blue Lake and the Mad River valley, c2ows
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Exhibit I: About Roc Squatch Farm

Roc Squatch Farms is intended to be a strong and silent spot at the end of the road,
tucked quietly away at the edge of the forest. The farm is 80% wooded, 20% farm, a perfect
place for a Guardian Sasquatch watching over our daily lives, our valley, our farms, our roads,
our river, our families.

We see the Sasquatch as a spirit animal for our farm and our farming practices. Always
having the environment as our primary concern and having a strong but silent personality. We
feel especially grateful the parcel that is Roc Squatch Farms is diverse with both a prime
agricultural flat for farming, and a hillside of timber and beautiful valley views, perfect for a family
home ....or a Sasquatch.

The flood plains of Humboldt County’s '568 and ’64 deluge offer one of the most unique
micro-systems in the world for cannabis cultivation. In combination with Humboldt County’s
temperate rainforest climate the sky and the soil are a perfect match for cannabis. The parcels
on the flood plains have been traditionally undesirable for cannabis farms, since they were so
exposed, but legalization provides for our farmers to seek out the best farm property. Roc
Squatch farms is grateful to have access to such a piece of agricultural land, and the ability to
put it to service.

The Costa family are not just long time Humboldt residents, we were born here, our
children and grandchildren were born here, as were our parents and grandparents, and
great-grand parents. Our family believes strongly in sustainable agriculture, environmental
conservation, and community support.

Our ideal vision is to have a family home for our multigenerational family with vegetables
and flowers next to our small permitted cannabis cultivation.

As we have navigated the permit process amid the ever changing rules and regulations
we fell witness to the blossoming Dry Farm Industry. We have been especially influenced by
Sunshine Johnston, Sunboldt Farms, and Chrystal Ortiz, Highwater Farms, both located on the
flood plains of Holmes. We recognized our property as being a perfect candidate for this
environmentally sensitive option for compliant cannabis cultivation, with a farming method we
can be proud of.

Our desire is to have a minimal effect on the environment, a maximum effort of
stewardship, a positive effect on the community, a beneficial impact on the local economy and a
friendly and productive relationship with our neighbors, as we have had from our current home
of 27 plus years in Eureka.
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Exhibit J: Letter to neighbors to form a road association

Warren Creek Road Neighborhood Road Association Insex x I B B

Cara Cordoni <cara@esherahconsulting coms = Mon,Feb3,12:25FM ¥

to kinzers5, billayton, zpainter, myrnad2§, jellis.murray, debbie.stamper, ron, katmlee, BEBronkall, cataubin, CJohnson, zkayaker1, susansmith116, marcile525, janaashbrook, Laura, Elizabeth -

Good Afternoon,

1 am writing on behalf of Rocel Costa and Roc Squatch Farms which, as you know, s pursuing a cannabis permit at the end of Warren Creek Road.

As requested by the Planning Department, we are reaching out regarding joining or forming a road association for the maintenance and improvemnent of the road.

We understand that there are a couple of informal maintenance agreements between neighbors and have contributed through Robin Costa, Roccl's brother, on more than one occasion,

While Rodney Costa has owned the property for 20 years, he has not lived on site or participated extensively in the local community. Reccl and his family look forward to improving the conditions of the property
and road, as well as getting to know each of the neighbors.

We look forward to hearing back from you as to how we can work together to form a road assoclation or joln an existing association.
Thank you,

Cara Cordoni
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