August 29,2025
To: Humboldt County Public Works

Re: Dedication of the new Honeydew Bridge to Vernon Edward Shinn

Please see enclosed



To: Humboldt County Department of Public Works

My name is Robert Vernon Shinn. | am submitting this letter and
attached petition in favor of dedicating the new Honeydew Bridge to my
father Vernon Edward Shinn, known to most as “Bob”. He was born April
18th, 1920. He was a lifetime resident of Honeydew, with the exception of
his Military service in World War 1l. He was a wounded Navy Veteran. He
is the grandson of Restore Shinn,1815-1887, who was Upper Mattole
Valley's second settler. Vernon Edward Shinn was raised in the Shinn
family inn on Honeydew Creek, which was a wedding present from Emile
and Minnie Etter to his mother Mary Etter Shinn and husband Vernile Shinn
in 1910. The first Honeydew School was built on Shinn property around
1913. The Shinn’s also offered property to build the new Honeydew School
in its current location.

My father was a Mattole Grange Member and Upper Mattole School
Board Officer. | stated earlier that | believed he was the Board President
because of old photographs | have of him presenting diplomas to
graduating students. The only documentation | found stated that he was an
officer and up for re-election at the time of his death in 1967. He was also
a member of the State and Local Woolgrowers and Cattlemen’s
associations.

In 1951 Vernon Edward married Joy | Killingsworth. She was a
granddaughter of Alfred A. Hadley, 1830-1907, and his wife Mary Anne
who is a documented Native American. Alfred and Mary were Upper
Mattole Valley’s first settlers.

The Honeydew Store was built in 1923 with a post office added on in
1926. It is also the location of the old and new bridge. Both have been
maintained, improved, and had the taxes paid for well over 100 years,
beginning with Emile Etter in 1861-1943 and his wife Millie Etter 1867-1945
they passed it down to Mary Etter Shinn 1888-1977. From there it went to
Vernon Edward Shinn 1920-1967. After his death it stayed in my family and
still is to this day. The Honeydew Store and Post Office have been a life line
to the Mattole Valley and still are to this day. Since its construction, it has
hosted County Government meetings and many memorials.



| believe your legacy is more than can be encrypted on a headstone. |
found this definition: “the moral and material inheritance passed down from
one generation to the next; encompassing values and teachings that
influence future generations.” With that being said, | was born in 1957, |
have lived in Honeydew the majority of my life, with the exception of leaving
for employment. | am the co-founder, along with the late Dan Trower, of the
Honeydew Volunteer Fire Company in 1983. | am also the first landowner
to grant property access to the Coast Headwater Association to begin
restoration of the Mattole River Watershed in 1984.

My son Weston and | have continued that work through Vs
ConstructShinn and the Mattole Restoration Council. As of August 1, 2025
my wife Jeanette and | have owned and operated the Honeydew Store for
31 years. We will be leaving the store and post office property to our son,
Weston Vernon Shinn and his Son Benjamin Vernon Shinn to continue
seven generations as stewards of the Mattole Valley.

It is my sincere hope that the new bridge be dedicated to my father
Vernon Edward Shinn and his past, current, and future family’s contribution
to our country and the Mattole Valley.

Sincerely,

Robert V. Shinn

eV Al






WE THE UNDERSIGNED SUPPORT THE DEDICATION OF the new Honeydew Bridge to

V.E. SHINN, a lifelong rancher and resident of Honeydew, CA, a World War Il Wounded Navy

Veteran as well as being School Board President for Mattole Valley School.

Born 1920 - Died 1967
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WE THE UNDERSIGNED SUPPORT THE DEDICATION OF the new Honeydew Bridge

to

V.E. SHINN, a lifelong rancher and resident of Honeydew, CA, a World War || Wounded

Navy

Veteran as well as being School Board President for Mattole Valley School.

Born 1920 — Died 1967
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