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PLAN OF OPERATION 
Fort Seward Quarry 

California Mine ID #91-12-0027 
(Updated 3/4/2025) 

 
 

Introduction 
The project is continued extraction of rock from the Fort Seward quarry for County road 
maintenance and repair projects in the area.  This permit application proposes extraction 
of up to 5,000 cubic yards (cy) of rock as frequently as annually, over the next 15 years.  
The total volume of rock extracted will not exceed 15,000 cy.   
 

Location 
The Fort Seward quarry is located on Dyerville Loop Road post mile 23.0, 0.9 miles 
south of the junction of Dyerville Loop Road and Fort Seward Road (Attachment 5).  It is 
in Section 23, Township 3 South, Range 4 East HB&M, and can be seen on the Fort 
Seward 7.5’ USGS quadrangle map.  The quarry is located on Assessor Parcel #216-
184-01. 
 

Past Mining Activities 
The surface mining permit issued in 1994 (Permit #CUP-01-93/SMP-01-93) approved 
the mining of rock from a previously existing rock quarry from 1994-2009.  The HCPW 
proposed to mine up to 1,000 cy of rock annually.  The estimated volume of material to 
be removed under the permit was 11,000 cy.  The actual volume extracted from 1994-
2008 was 11,552 cy, with a maximum single year extraction of 3,000 cy (2008).  The 
permit renewal in 2009 approved mining up to 1,500 cy of rock, as frequently as 
annually, for 15 years with total extraction not exceeding 15,000 cy. The annual 
extraction amount was increased to 5,000 cy in an amended Reclamation Plan approved 
in 2010. 
 
No crushing was done at the site because the extracted rock typically breaks up into 
small gravel-size pieces.  Excavated rock was transported directly to work sites or off-
site stockpiles.  No rock was stockpiled at the quarry.  At this time, the total project area 
is about 3 acres.  The quarry face is approximately 150 ft long x 30 ft high. 

Proposed Mining Activities 
HCPW proposes mining up to 1,500 cy of rock, as frequently as annually, over the next 
15 years.  The total extraction will not exceed 15,000 cy. 
 
Rock Extraction 
The mining method to be used will be consistent with how the HCPW has conducted 
mining activities over the past 30 years (1994 and 2009 permit periods).  Extraction will 
be accomplished by ripping and breaking up the rock with a bulldozer and/or front-end 
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loader.  The rock will be loaded into dump trucks and hauled to a construction site or off-
site stockpile locations.  Rock extraction will work into the hillside by up to 90 ft. 
 
Mining will be done during daylight hours (sunrise to sunset), primarily on weekdays.  
The average time period of extraction will be about four weeks.  Dust control measures 
will consist of watering the quarry entrance and floor as needed with a water truck using 
an offsite water source. 
 
Traffic Control 
Traffic control will consist of placing warning signs along Dyerville Loop Road in both 
directions on either side of the quarry.  It will not be necessary to detour or otherwise 
restrict traffic.  Minor traffic delays may occur as vehicles slow down when they 
encounter trucks entering or exiting Dyerville Loop Road from the quarry.  Delays will be 
temporary, ending when extraction activities are completed and trucks/equipment leave 
the area. 
 
General Extraction Details 
Following each extraction, the quarry face will be left with a slope of varying steepness 
from 1:1 to greater than 1:1 (where rock is harder and more consolidated).  The floor will 
be regraded flat as necessary, with a depression located in the center where rainfall 
runoff from the face and floor will accumulate and evaporate or percolate into the 
ground.  Containment berms will be repaired or reconstructed as necessary to keep 
runoff from leaving the site.  These berms will be vegetated as needed using fast-
growing native grass seed and mulched. 

Reclamation 
Final Reclamation 
No reclamation has been undertaken for the site.  Final reclamation will be undertaken 
when mining is complete or the permit has expired.  The existing Reclamation Plan calls 
for regrading the quarry face to a 2H:1V slope.  Imported topsoil (similar to topsoil in the 
vicinity) will be spread over the excavated area.  The area will then be seeded with 
native grasses and mulched.  Final end use and reclamation activities will be 
coordinated with the property owner.  There is the possibility that the site will be used for 
material stockpiling and equipment storage/staging after mining activities are complete.  
The Reclamation Plan may be modified and submitted for re-approval when the date of 
final mining activities is known. 
 
Monitoring and Reporting Activities 
Monitoring will consist of regular visual inspections of the quarry by HCPW personnel for 
slope stability, drainage, and berm integrity.  The quarry will also be inspected annually 
by Humboldt County Planning Division staff.  Reporting will consist of annual reports to 
the local lead agency and CA Department of Conservation as required by the Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Act. 

Financial Assurances 
The current financial assurance is included as an attachment to the permit renewal 
packet. No other changes to these amounts are proposed as no changes to the 
approved Reclamation Plan are proposed.  
 



















Current FACE included as an attachment to the permit renewal application 3/4/2025












































