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This report is in response to Humboldt County's deficiency letter dated July 12, 2022, which in part states: 

3. Both of these project sites are within 0. 7 miles of an NSO activity center, and a
Biological Assessment is required by a qualified professional (Biologist preferably with
NSO experience) to determine if the projects consist of NSO habitat or will result in
take of the species.

NSO Survey History 

The subject property has a Timber Harvest Plan (THP 1-23-00050-HUM) currently under review, which as 
of the date of this report is recommended for approval. The THP is 107 acres in size and consists of 
clearcutting (13 acres), shelterwood removal (23 acres), selection (5 acres), and group selection (66 acres). 

The THP has been thoroughly assessed for potential impacts to the Northern spotted owl, which include 
NSO surveys from 2019 to the present. Past NSO survey data is attached in the document titled Northern 
Spotted Owl Summary. The THP contains an NSO Take Avoidance Assessment, which is included in 
Section V of THP 1-23-00050-HUM and attached in this report in the document titled Showers THP NSO 
Take Avoidance Assessment. Timber harvesting, which includes NSO habitat modification, will occur 
throughout the property surrounding the cannabis cultivation sites. 

NSO Activity Centers 

NSO surveys from 2019 to the present indicate that there are three NSO Activity Centers within the 0.7-
mile NSO Assessment Area. HUM 982 is approximately 1,100 feet southwest of the southern-most 
cultivation sites, HUM 839 is approximately 1,800 feet east of the southern-most cultivation sites, and HUM 
479 is approximately 2,380 feet north-northeast of the northern-most cultivation site. 

Baseline Ambient Sound Levels 

Natural background noises within the property consist of typical forest sounds; wind, creek noise, birds, and 
other wildlife. Human generated sounds include light residential human noise such as infrequent power 
tools, chainsaws, small generator use, amplified music, barking dogs and shouting. In the absence of 
cannabis cultivation, Overall background sound levels associated with rural residential and recreational use 
of the property vary from Low [50-60 dB(A)] to Moderate [70-80 dB(A)]. 
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