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1.0 Introduction 
This Addendum to the Certified Humboldt County General Plan Program Environmental 
Impact Report (GP PEIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 2007012089) has been prepared by the 
Humboldt County Planning Department in conformance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code § 21000 et seq.), and the CEQA 
Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., Title 14, Chapter 3 § 15000 et seq.). The Addendum evaluates 
the potential environmental impacts of revisions to the implementing ordinance of the 
2017 General Plan in the form of the Inland Outdoor Lighting Ordinance. 
 
1.1 Project Description and Project History – 
The Inland Outdoor Lighting Ordinance (the Project) is a zoning amendment to update 
the Humboldt County Code Title III Division 1 Chapter 4 to set design guidelines for 
outdoor lighting to limit light trespass and light pollution. The initial draft ordinance was 
taken to the Planning Commission for a Public Workshop on March 20, 2025. The Inland 
Outdoor Lighting Ordinance will be going to the May 15, 2025, Planning Commission for 
a public hearing. 
 
The Final Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) (SCH# 2007012089) for the 
Humboldt County General Plan Update was adopted September 25, 2017. The PEIR 
addressed various components and environmental impacts that could be expected to 
occur during a 24-year planning period of the General Plan Update.  
 
The PEIR reviewed the greater project proposal and required specific mitigation 
measures to mitigate impacts to a less than significant level. The impacts associated 
with the current proposal will be the same as identified in the original PEIR. No new 
impacts, information, or substantial changes are anticipated to occur as a result of this 
Zoning Amendment.  
 
The PEIR is a first-tier environmental document that assesses the impacts that can be 
expected to occur from the adoption and implementation of the General Plan Update 
during the planning period from 2017 to 2040.  
 
1.2 Prior EIRs Incorporated by Reference 
 
Background information and analysis from the following documents were used to 
prepare this Addendum to the GP PEIR. They are a matter of public record and are 
hereby incorporated by reference.  
 
• 2017 General Plan Update Final and Revised Draft Program EIR (SCH 2007012089); 

The document is available for review during regular business hours at the Humboldt 

https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/61330/Final-Environmental-Impact-Report---Complete-Document-PDF


County Planning and Building Department at 3015 H Street, Eureka: or online at the 
above link. 
 
The proposed new goals, policies, standards, and implementation measures that make 
up the Project, and the subject of this Addendum, are contained in the proposed Inland 
Outdoor Lighting Ordinance.  
 
1.3 Statutory Authority and Requirements  
 
CEQA Guidelines § 15164(a) states the following with respect to an Addendum to an EIR: 
 
The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously 
certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions 
described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have occurred. 
 
CEQA Guidelines § 15162, Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations, states the 
following with respect to Subsequent EIRs: 
 

(a) When an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, 
no subsequent EIR shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency 
determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, one 
or more of the following: 

 
(1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major 
revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of 
new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects; 
(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or 
Negative Declaration due to the involvement of new significant environmental 
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant 
effects; or  
(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could 
not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the 
previous EIR was certified as complete or the Negative Declaration was adopted, 
shows any of the following:  

(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the 
previous EIR or negative declaration; 
(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe 



than shown in the previous EIR; 
(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible 
would in fact be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects of the project, but the project proponents decline to adopt 
the mitigation measure or alternative; or  
(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from 
those analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to 
adopt the mitigation measure or alternative. 

 
The County of Humboldt is the Lead Agency. The Humboldt County Planning 
Commission and Humboldt County Board of Supervisors have approval authority over 
the General Plan Program. 
 
1.4 Summary of Changes Resulting from the Project  
 
Minor changes were made to Chapter 4 of the Zoning Code, in Sections 314-105.1, 314-
138, 314-141, 314-142, 314-147 and 314-154, that amend definitions and add new 
sections within the Zoning Code to implement State law.  
 
2.0 Evidence Supporting the Addendum 
 
Aesthetics: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, 
which previously had no guidelines or regulations. Any areas within design review 
combining zones will be required to meet the design review standards. Less than 
significant impact.  
Agriculture and Forestry Resources: The project sets regulations and design guidelines 
for outdoor lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The project will 
not result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No 
impact. 
Air Quality: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, 
which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The project will not conflict or 
obstruct implementation of an applicable air quality plan. The project will not result in a 
cumulatively considerate net increase of any pollutant, expose sensitive receptors, nor 
result in an increase of emissions. No impact.  
Biological Resources: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor 
lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations.  The intention of the project 
is to have lighting standards which limit light trespass. These guidelines would reduce 
light pollution therefore would not affect the movement of any native or migratory 
species. Any proposed development that may have any environmentally sensitive areas, 



wetlands, or protected species would still need a biological report. Less than significant 
impact. 
Cultural Resources: The project will not cause a substantial adverse change in a 
historical or archaeological resource. There are existing policies in effect regarding 
ground disturbance that a project must follow. No impact. 
Energy: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, which 
previously had no guidelines or regulations.  The intent of this ordinance is to have 
lighting standards which limit light trespass and light pollution therefore less energy 
should be wasted on improper lighting. Less than significant impact. 
Geology and Soils: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor 
lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. Any proposed development 
that may be on a fault line, prime soil, area at-risk for landslides, or any geologic concern 
would still need a geologic or soils report. No impact. 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for 
outdoor lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The reduction in 
light pollution and improper lighting may aid in the reduction of greenhouse gases 
emitted. Less than significant impact.  
Hazards and Hazardous Materials: The project sets regulations and design guidelines 
for outdoor lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The project does 
not propose the transportation or storage of hazardous materials. Any project within an 
Airport Compatibility zone must follow the Safety Compatibility Criteria. Any 
development that requires a Planning Permit must sign and complete the Hazardous 
Waste Statement as part of the permit application. Less than significant impact. 
Hydrology and Water Quality: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for 
outdoor lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The project will not 
degrade any water sources or contribute to sedimentation. No impact. 
Land Use and Planning: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor 
lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The project does not conflict 
with any land use plan, policy, or regulation. Less than significant impact.  
Mineral Resources: The project will not result in the loss of availability of known mineral 
resources that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state. The 
project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, which previously had 
no guidelines or regulations. The project will not result in the loss of availability of a 
locally important mineral resource recover site. No impact. 
Noise: The project will not result in the generation of substantial noise or vibration. The 
project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, which previously had 
no guidelines or regulations. Less than significant impact. 
Population and Housing: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor 
lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. This project will have no 
impact on the number of residential units available for the existing population. No 



impact.  
Public Services: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, 
which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The project would not result in 
impacts to public services. No impact. 
Recreation: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, 
which previously had no guidelines or regulations. Due to Humboldt County being a 
micropolitan and rural county, there are ample existing recreational options, such as 
State and National parks. The project does not include recreational facilities nor require 
the or expansion of recreational facilities. No impact. 
Transportation: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, 
which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The intent of this ordinance is to have 
lighting standards which limit light trespass and light pollution. No impact.  
Tribal Cultural Resources: The project will not cause a substantial adverse change in a 
historical, archaeological, or tribal resource. There are existing policies in effect 
regarding ground disturbance that a project must follow. No impact. 
Utilities and Service Systems: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for 
outdoor lighting, which previously had no guidelines or regulations. The intent of this 
ordinance is to have lighting standards which limit light trespass and light pollution. Less 
than significant impact. 
Wildfire: The project sets regulations and design guidelines for outdoor lighting, which 
previously had no guidelines or regulations. The intent of this ordinance is to have 
lighting standards which limit light trespass and light pollution. The project would not 
impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The project 
would not expose occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. The project does not require the installation or 
maintenance of associated infrastructure that may exacerbate fire risk or result in 
impacts to the environment. The project does not expose people or structures to 
significant risks such as landslides or drainage changes. Less than significant impact. 
 
3.0 Statement of Findings 
 
An addendum to a previous EIR is appropriate when all of the required findings 
described below can be made. 
 
1. No substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require revisions of the 
previous EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects 
[§15162(a)(1)]. 
 
Adoption of the proposed Inland Outdoor Lighting Ordinance will not require revisions 



to the GP PEIR because no new significant environmental effects or substantial increase 
in the severity of previously identified significant effects will occur. The adoption of the 
proposed ordinance involves updates to the Zoning Code and do not involve new 
development or physical changes to the environment that would increase previously 
identified cumulative impacts. Statements of overriding considerations were made in 
conjunction with the GP PEIR, in the areas of: Aesthetics, Agricultural Resources, Air 
Quality, Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology/Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 
Hydrology/Water Quality, Transportation, Utilities and Service Systems, Wildfire, and 
Mandatory Findings of Significance (Cumulative Impacts). The proposed ordinance will 
not cause a substantial increase in the severity of the identified cumulative impacts. No 
physical changes to the environment will occur with adoption of the proposed 
ordinance, beyond those that were previously considered. Therefore, the adoption of 
the proposed ordinance will not have new significant environmental effects or 
substantially increase the severity of previously identified significant effects.   
 
2. No substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken which will require revisions of the previous EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the 
severity of previously identified significant effects [§15162(a)(2)]. 
 
Adoption of the proposed Inland Outdoor Lighting Ordinance will not require major 
revisions to the GP PEIR because no substantial changes have occurred with respect to 
the circumstances under which the project was undertaken. The adoption of the 
proposed ordinance involves updates to the Zoning Code and do not include new 
development or direct physical changes to the environment. Substantial changes in the 
circumstances under which the project was undertaken have not occurred since GP PEIR 
was adopted. As discussed under number "1" previously, no substantial increases in the 
severity of the cumulative impacts will occur. No direct physical changes to the 
environment, or indirect significant effects will occur with adoption of the proposed 
ordinance. Therefore, the adoption of the proposed ordinance will not have new 
significant environmental effects or substantially increase the severity of previously 
identified significant effects.   
 
3. No new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not 
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the Board of 
Supervisors certified the previous EIR, shows any of the following: 
 
a. The project will not have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous 
EIR [§15162(a)(3)(A)]; 
 



No new information of substantial importance has been introduced that would lead to 
new or different impacts compared with those discussed in the GP PEIR. Project 
components continue to build on, clarify, and modify policies, standards and 
implementation measures in the current General Plan and Zoning Code. The types of 
development and resulting impacts would be the same as those evaluated in the GP 
PEIR. Therefore, there is no evidence that the proposed ordinance will result in one or 
more significant new effects not discussed in the GP PEIR.   
 
b. Significant effects previously examined will not be substantially more severe than 
shown in the previous EIR [§15162(a)(3)(B)]; 
 
No new information of substantial importance has been introduced that would increase 
the severity of the identified cumulative impacts or cause new significant effects not 
discussed in the GP PEIR.  
 
c. No mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in 
fact be feasible and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 
project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or 
alternative [§15162(a)(3)(C)]; 
 
No new information of substantial importance has been introduced that would make 
mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible that were 
discussed in the GP PEIR to now be feasible. Statements of overriding consideration 
were adopted for the previously identified significant and cumulative impacts. 
Additional mitigation measures and alternatives that were previously considered would 
not reduce the identified impacts for the same reasons stated in the GP PEIR. Therefore, 
no mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact 
be feasible and that would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 
project. 
 
d. No mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those 
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant effects 
on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation 
measure or alternative [§15162(a)(3)(D)]. 
 
No new information of substantial importance has been introduced that would require 
mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those that 
were discussed in the GP PEIR and/or that would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment. Statements of overriding consideration were 
adopted for the previously identified impacts. No new or previously rejected mitigation 



measures or alternatives would reduce potential impacts.  
 
4.0 Conclusion Regarding Preparation of an Addendum 
 
The proposed Outdoor Lighting Ordinance would not change any previous conclusions 
associated with the effects disclosed in the GP PEIR. Impacts previously found to be less 
than significant would not be elevated to significant as a result of the proposed 
ordinance. No new significant impacts or more severe impacts resulting from the 
proposed modifications were identified, and no changes would occur in the GP PEIR 
analysis of significant impacts. Therefore, based on the information above, none of the 
conditions described in Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines have occurred and there 
is no substantial evidence to warrant the preparation of a subsequent EIR. The decision-
making body shall consider this addendum to the final certified 2017 General Plan 
Program EIR prior to making a decision on the project.  
 
 


