


To:  Humboldt County Planning Commission 

From:  Phillip Ostler 

I have lived here in Ferndale since 1977 and think objection to the races doesn’t make sense.  Living in 
Ferndale you accept the Fairgrounds and the noise associated with it.  Sound is a part of living in a town.   

Thanks, 

Phillip Ostler 
427 Main Steet 
A member of the Ferndale City Council. 



From: Joyce Coppini
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, case Number PLN -2022-17561 Date of meeting Thursday May

5, 2022 6 PM.
Date: Monday, April 25, 2022 2:12:16 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

I would like to encourage the members of the Planning Commission to approve of the Humboldt Co fair board
modified Conditional Use permit.  5 concerts and 2 motorcycle racing events and let the noise level be raised. We all
knew when we bought our property than the Fair would be our neighbors. The noise has never been a problem. I just
feel families and friends are enjoying themselves. Thank you for your time and consideration. Joyce F Coppini, A
Fair neighbor for 62 years.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:Joycie1024@suddenlink.net
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Brenda Vait
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Humboldt fair events
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 1:33:29 PM

Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

This is in support of the fairgrounds, it’s rejuvenation, and the motorcycle races.
Thank you.

mailto:brenda.vait@yahoo.com
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Skipj
To: Planning Clerk
Subject: Fairgrounds
Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 9:18:33 AM

Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or opening
attachments.

To Whom This May Concern:

As a former neighbor of the Humboldt County Fairgrounds and current resident of Ferndale I support the request to
conduct events involving motorsports and concerts at the Fairgrounds.  There is a longstanding ability and desire to
cooperate with the Fair by neighbors.  Particularly at this time there is a need to support their efforts to stay ahead of
economic difficulties and declining state support.  It is my observation that those opposed to activities purchased or
moved to their homes fully knowing their proximity to the fairgrounds and that from time there would be events that
may be a temporary inconvenience.   They need to pull up their pants, tie their shoes and deal with it!

Sincerely,
Skip Jorgensen
Ferndale

mailto:skipj@suddenlink.net
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


















































































Stephen Avis and Jennifer Raynmod 
P.O. Box 777 • Ferndale, California 95536 

 

(707) 267-8651 • Ferndale1057@gmail.com 

April 12, 2022 
 
Steven Lazar, Senior Planner 
Planning and Building Department (electronically) 
H Street 
Eureka CA 95501 
 
RE:  Comments on the Proposed Amendments to the Conditional Use Permit Authorizing 
Motorsports and Concert Events at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds.  
 
 
County of Humboldt Planning Commissioners: 
 
You are being asked to approve an increase of allowable noise levels for flat track motorcycle races 
at the county fairgrounds in Ferndale. The requested increase, from 90 to 99dB, would allow the 
noise produced by each motorcycle to be nine times louder than allowed by the current Conditional 
Use Permit. Despite this significant increase, the Planning Department is failing to require additional 
noise studies to determine the impacts of this change. 
 
By not requiring adequate noise studies, and not identifying appropriate mitigation measures, the 
County is failing to follow CEQA. Not only is this a disservice to the residents of Ferndale, it is also a 
serious disservice to the Humboldt County Fair Association.  
 
The role of the Lead Agency is to collect sufficient data so that it can responsibly guide the applicant 
to a successful project. The HCFA needs reliable factual data to know what mitigation measures will 
allow it to successfully pass the noise testing required by the CUP during race events. Without this 
information, and the assurance that motorcycle racing will meet established noise limits, race 
promoters have indicated that they will be unwilling to schedule professional races in Ferndale.  
 
The staff report prepared by the Planning Department fails to provide adequate information to 
ensure compliance, and on this basis, should be rejected.  
 

Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Stephen Avis, AICP Jennifer Raymond 
Retired land use planner 
 
 
 
Cc:  Nicholas Ghirelli 
        Rich Silacci  











Arne R.W. Petersen, MBA 
 
April 21,2022 
Humboldt County Planning Commission 
 
RE: Motorsports at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
This is in response to he Humboldt County Fair Association seeking a modification to their Conditional 
Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561. It is obvious the MND and supplemental MND are 
intended to circumvent CEQA and not comply with it. The MND is grossly insufficient and the mitigation 
methods are increasingly absurd.  I have summarized the reasons the modification cannot be made. If 
the modification is made in light of the facts I will be seeking a judicial remedy. 
 
1. The original MND/Permit is invalid. The suggestion of raising any limit makes the MND little more 
than a declaration of noncompliance. What follows is from 2022 CEQA Statutes and Guidelines. 

Chapter 2.6: General  
§ 21080. DIVISION APPLICATION TO DISCRETIONARY PROJECTS; NONAPPLICATION;  
NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS; ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PREPARATION 
(g)  Nothing in this section shall preclude a project applicant or any other ntyperson from 
challenging, in an administrative or judicial proceeding, the legality of a condition of project 
approval imposed by the lead agency. If, however, any condition of project approval set aside by 
either an administrative body or court was necessary to avoid or lessen the likelihood of the 
occurrence of a significant effect on the environment, the lead agency’s approval of the negative 
declaration and project shall be invalid and a new environmental review process shall be 
conducted before the project can be reapproved, unless the lead agency substitutes a new 
condition that the lead agency finds, after holding a public hearing on the matter, is equivalent 
to, or more effective in, lessening or avoiding significant effects on the environment and that 
does not cause any potentially significant effect on the environment. 

 
2. The original MND/ permit should have never have been approved as it directly conflicts with the 
General Welfare,Nuisance, General Plan Consistency, and Zoning Consistency Standards.The Project is 
contrary to the public health, morals, or welfare. The fair grounds is zoned City of Ferndale-Public 
Facility and in addition to the Counties Permit a Permit from the City of Ferndale must also be required.  
The MND states the county property is not subject to Ferndale’s noise ordinance claiming exemption 
under the superiority clause. (Lawyer vs.The City of Redding) They also claim exemption from the state 
coastal regulations because the property is located within Ferndale City Limits. I have consulted directly 
with the Coastal Commission and was told “the reason Ferndale is outside the Coastal Commission 
jurisdiction is that when the Commission was formed the City asserted that “the City does not need help 
protecting its resources and its General plan was deemed sufficient in doing so”. Logically, based on 
these two claims, the Humboldt County Fair Grounds is subject to Ferndale’s General Plan and thus in 
Ferndale’s Jurisdiction. Simplified: The Fair grounds is not an island outside of the law. Despite the clear 
jurisdiction being the City of Ferndale, the City refuses to take action to protect the community. Again 
this is the City of Ferndale’s officials way of allowing their associates to conduct environmentally 
unfriendly events rather than regulating them and protecting the community as it should. 
 



The following is from the California-The Conditional Use Permit: Planners training series handbook. 
 

It is often the case that local agencies follow a general set of standards in considering a 
conditional use permit. These standards are generally acceptable since it is a near impossibility 
to devise standards to cover all possible situations in which a use permit can be issued (Tustin 
Heights Association v. Board of .  
Supervisors (1959) 170 Cal.App.2d 619). There are several cases in which these standards have 
been up­ held. 
General Welfare Standard: 
"The establishment, maintenance or conducting of the use for which a use permit is sought will 
not, under the particular case, be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or 
improvements in the neighborhood" (Hawkins v. County of Marin (1976) 54 Cal.App.3d 586). 
Nuisance Standard: 
"Any use found to be objectionable or incompatible with the character of the city and its 
environs due to noise, dust, odors or other undesirable characteristics may be prohibited"(Snow 
v. City of Garden Grove) (1961) Cal.App.2d 496). 
General Plan Consistency Standard: 
"Although use permits are not explicitly made subject to a· general plan meeting the 
requirement of state law, that condition is necessarily to be implied from the hierarchical 
relationship of land-use laws. 
Thus, use permits are struck from the mold of the zoning law, the zone law must comply with 
the· adopted general plan, and the adopted general plan must conform with state law; the 
validity of the permit process derives from compliance with this hierarchy of planning laws 
(Neighborhood Action Group v. County o f Calaveras (1984) 156 Cal.App.3d 1176). 
Zoning Consistency Standard: 
"To obtain a use permit, the applicant must generally show that the contemplated use is 
compatible with the policies in terms of the zoning ordinances, and that such use would be 
essential or desirable to 
 the public convenience or welfare, and will not impair the integrity character of the zoned 
district or be or be detrimental to the public health, safety, morals or welfare" (0 'Hagen v. 
Board of Zoning Adjustment (1971) 19 Cal.App.3d 151) 
 

3. This modification to increase a noise limit is not minor as this supplemental MND suggest.DeciBell is a 
logarithmic scale. Without this understanding one might assume an increase from 90-99dB is a 10% 
increase.  It is in fact almost 10X Louder. 99dB will cause permanent hearing damage to anyone in the 
proximity to the motorcycle. 
 
4.I live in close proximity to the racetrack and because of my condition the noise produced is a violation 
of my Civil Rights. I have an auditory processing Condition that meets the standard of a disability. By 
increasing the ambient noise in my neighborhood the Motorsport events are in direct violation of my 
rights under ADA. (Disability rights aspects of ambient noise for people with auditory disorders under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, Daniel Fink, 174th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, 
Proceeding on Meetings on Acoustics, December 2017) 
 
5. The mitigation methods described are insufficient in reducing the Environmental impact to a less than 
significant level.There are absolutely no specifications for any of the mitigation methods. Simply 
describing Hay Bale walls, noise monitoring, and special exhaust systems is beyond vague. Due to the 
shear ambiguity of the described mitigation this modification cannot be considered. 



 
6. The HCFA have established grounds for revocation of the permit and not modification. County code 
outlines the grounds for revocation. First among these is the outright fraud concerning “Magic 
Mufflers.”  
 
14.1.1 The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud, material omissions or misstatements 
of fact. (Former Section INL#317-42(a); CZ#A315-25(A)(1)) 
 
The Following is from an email sent to me by Councilman Stephen Avis in early November of 2020. He 
sent this after meeting with Board President Andy Titus in which inevitably led to them sabotaging the 
Friends of Ferndale’s effort to stop motorcycle racing from happening in our community.  
 

"Andy Titus is asking the HCFA Board to approve seeking a continuation of our appeal, giving us 
time to work out details.  He agrees that qualified sound engineers are necessary for accuracy. 
 
The County, Friends of Ferndale and the HCFA will discuss a way forward and seek approval 
from each group’s membership on the details of how to proceed including the need for an EIR 
instead of a mitigated negative declaration or significantly improved mitigation measures that 
prove effective.  
 
NOTE:  Motorcycles in the 2017 races had no mufflers of any sort.  It will be very interesting to 
actually hear how much noise reduction is possible with the proposed mitigation and with 
additional measures as appropriate. " 

 
The HCFA now recognizes the mufflers required to reduce the CNEL to 63db do not exist. The emphasis 
and effort devoted to misleading our local representatives constitutes fraud and is grounds for 
revocation 
 
14.1.2 The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised contrary to the terms or 
conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute, Code section, law or regulations . (Former 
Section INL#317-42(c); CZ#A315-25(A)(2); Amended by Ord. 2214, 6/6/00 
 
 It is in clear violation of Ferndale’s noise ordinance. They are modifying the permit to change a 
condition of approval.   
 
14.1.3 The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as to be a nuisance. 
(Former Section INL#317-42(d); CZ#A315-25(A)(3); Ord. 894, Sec. 6, 12/19/72; Amended by Ord. 1726, 
Sec. 5, 3/4/86 
 
The noise and dust produced by motorsports are an obvious nuisance. 
 
 
14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has ceased to exist or has been suspended 
for one (1) year or more. (Former Section INL#317-42(b); Amended by Ord. 2214, 6/6/00) 
 
 
 Events have been delayed for well over a year and while the HCFA might suggest the pandemic was the 
reason discussion in their board meetings, holding the Fair despite the pandemic, and the suggestion of 



the delay being due to event organizers concerns over noise limit prove the delay was unrelated to the 
pandemic. This is grounds for revocation. 
 
8. Changing a condition of approval, raising the limit, because they are unable to comply is not logical. 
The American Motorcycle Association does not set standards limiting noise in residential areas. The only 
standards to consider are those in Ferndale General plan based on the Noise Control Act of 1972. It 
doesn’t matter if they are unable to attract event organizers with the current noise limit.  
 
9. The HCFA has continually argued the need for addition revenue as justification to permit motorsports 
events. The HCFA does not need the money.After being gifted large sums of pandemic related funds the 
HCFA has close to $1 million in reserve. Regardless,  If motorcycle racing is the only way to preserve the 
fair than they need to close the doors. Furthermore, Due to the emphasis on revenue being the 
motivating factor the the superiority clause cannot be applied. 
 
10. The motorsport community needs to realize they are not losing a track, they are just not gaining one. 
There is no relevant history of motorsports in Ferndale. Under CEQA relevant history is in the last three 
years. It doesn’t matter that there were a few auto races in the 1950’s. 
 
11. The HCFA and associates will say and do what ever they can to have this approved. Once approved 
they only need to monitor and annually report the results.This reporting is not intended to limit the 
noise produced but to allow the HCFA to exceed limits and take a continuous improvement approach. 
 
12. In the original MND they claimed modern advance mufflers would reduce the exhaust noise of the 
average motorcycle 20 dB. These systems, they claimed, will further reduce the CNEL to 63 dB. Thus the 
impact on the local environment due to noise was deemed less than significant.  They claim have 
discovered recently “that no such exhaust system exist.” Further more, The motorcycles used in testing 
to establish the CNEL baseline had modern efficient mufflers. This claim of a significant reduction in 
noise due to the requirement of special exhaust systems is unfounded. Whittchurches CNEL calculations 
are incorrect. They suggested holding races earlier in the day to avoid the penalties applied in the 
evening hours. The calculation was still based on a 24hr. period. Their calculations must be ignored 
altogether. 
 
13. The HCFA has proven that revenue is the priority and they completely disregard the Health/Safety/ 
Welfare of the community.The recent Fair was held during the height of the pandemic. They did not 
follow any of the Safety precaution they agreed to follow.  
 
The following is from a letter from Ferndale City Councilman Stephen Avis concerning the isssue. 
 

“I am appalled that during a special meeting on Monday, the Humboldt County Fair Association 
Board of Directors opted to hold a county fair in the face of a major health emergency. The 
Delta variant pandemic is worse than the original version of COVID-19. Cases in Humboldt 
County are exploding and much higher than last year at this time To encourage people to 
gather as if all is “normal” is beyond belief. 
It is selfish and reckless that this organization is endangering unvaccinated children just before 
school goes back into session. It is terrifying to think what will happen in hospitals as this 
presumed super spreader events draws to a close. 
Outdoor events, held in July when caseloads were lower, still became super spreader events. 
Now that the Delta variant is raging like a forest fire through the county, it is easy to see what 



will happen. 
Today’s TS headline indicates a 400% increase in cases. This will be multiplied with each day 
that the fair is in operation. Our clinics and hospitals have limited capacity and staff will 
become overwhelmed. 
I call on the HCFA Board of Directors to proceed with aspects of the fair including horse racing 
and Jr Livestock Auction without the public in attendance but cancel any activities that would 
draw the public to the fairground. The risk to our schools, our children, the unvaccinated and 
even those who are vaccinated is huge. I encourage public health officials and the Board of 
Supervisors to evaluate the risks and do what they can to avoid a catastrophe.” 
 

Fair Board President Andy Titus expressed his concerns that a fair during the pandemic would put the 
community at risk and “he wouldn’t be able to live with himself if someone died as a result of the fair.” 
There were deaths in Ferndale due to infection related to the event. 
 
The HCFA has shown little to no concern for the Health/ Safety /Wellbeing  of our community. The 
Counties support of the HCFA (and the associations gross negligence) demonstrates the county is at a 
minimum complicit. 
 
14. The County has failed to adequately correspond with appropriate reviewing agencies. The major 
issues are noise/dust but the Air Resource board was not consulted. 
 
15. Conditional use permits stem from police power. They are based on reducing impact on the 
surrounding community. The County of Humboldt uses MND’s and conditional use permits as a means 
of allowing noise pollution and not reducing it. 
The County should not even consider a permit for a project that conflicts this severely with the California 
Environmental Quality Act. If the permit modification is approved and the County Supervisors continue 
to ignore their responsibility to protect the community legal action will be taken based on the reason’s 
cited here as well as all previous complaints made to the City of Ferndale, County planners, and the 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
Deny the modification to avoid legal action, 
 
-Arne R.W. Petersen 
Mechanical Engineer, MBA 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

April 28, 2022 

To: Humboldt County Board of Supervisors 

Record Number PLN-2022-17561 

RE: HCFA Use Permit Modification Draft Supplemental MND  

My name is Janet Carney, I am a resident of Ferndale and I live near the Fairgrounds. 

I love the annual Fair.  After the fair is done, I clean up the garbage that has been 
dumped in my bushes. I have replaced the post for my mailbox and replaced my 
recycling bin after careless fair attendees drove into, and over, my property. And still, I 
support the fair – and I want it to succeed.  

When I bought my house 18 years ago, the annual fair was a disclosure.  I accept these 
inconveniences because I knew what I was getting into. 

But now that the noise level is going to be substantially increased from 90 to 99 decibels 
for these races, I say again, as I have stated previously, except even more strongly now 
- NO WAY. The County of Humboldt has a responsibility to do a proper CEQA, I insist 
they do their job as required. 

The last Planning hearing included calls from commenters to ‘Save the Fair’. I believe 
most of us want the Fairgrounds to survive. What I will not accept is loud events that 
negatively affect this entire community to be the answer to its financial problems.  

I suggest we be forward-thinking, and perhaps host electric motorcycle races.  The 
event could include tables for companies to showcase new technology in E-bikes, lawn 
mowers, farm equipment and other technologies that will cast the Humboldt County 
Fairgrounds as an innovator for a better future. 

The Fairgrounds can also be a great resource for our local Colleges that are focusing 
on animal husbandry, regenerative farming, and new ways of making our community 
stronger, while turning a profit that does not pollute this small town with noise. Do an 
upgrade at the RV park, there are lots of things than can be done beyond blasting us to 
hell with noise. 

Let’s get with the times. The future generations of this County are already interested in 
these new and smarter ways to propel vehicles.  

To the Planning Department and the County of Humboldt - perform a thorough 
CEQA as is required by law.  Don’t throw us residents of Ferndale under the bus. 

Signed: 

Janet Carney 

Ferndale Resident 

 





Nicholas R. Ghirelli 

T 213.626.8484 

F 213.626.0078 

E nghirelli@rwglaw.com

350 South Grand Avenue 

37th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 

rwglaw.com 

May 2, 2022 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Steven Lazar 
Senior Planner 
County of Humboldt 
3015 H Street 
Eureka, California 95501 
SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

Re: Supplemental Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for 
Proposed Amendments to the Conditional Use Permit Authorizing 
Motorsports and Concert Events at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds 

Dear Mr. Lazar: 

On behalf of Friends of Ferndale for a Livable Community (“Friends of Ferndale”), I write to 
comment on the Supplemental Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(Supplement IS/MND) for Proposed Amendments to the Conditional Use Permit Authorizing 
Motorsports and Concert Events at Humboldt County Fairgrounds (the “Fairgrounds”), dated 
April 1, 2022 .  Based on our review, we believe that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is 
required for the proposed CUP modification to permit louder motorcycles at the Fairgrounds.  
A fair argument exists that the CUP modification will have a significant impact on the 
environment.  The analysis of noise impacts in the Supplemental IS/MND is not supported by 
substantial evidence and violates the public disclosure requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Further, the Supplemental IS/MND’s proposed mitigation 
measures do not mitigate expected environmental impacts caused by the Project, in violation 
of CEQA. 

On August 25, 2020, this office submitted a letter on behalf of Friends of Ferndale commenting 
on the original IS/MND.  Friends of Ferndale continues to believe that the original IS/MND and 
current CUP were flawed for the reasons set forth in that letter.  That letter is attached hereto 
as Exhibit A hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  



Steven Lazar 
Senior Planner 
County of Humboldt 
May 2, 2022 Page | 2

Friends of Ferndale is especially concerned about the noise impact caused by the enhanced 
motorcycle noise limit of 99 dBA, from the current CUP limit of 90 dBA.  This is because of the 
Fairgrounds’ proximity to the adjacent high school and nearby residential uses.  It was clear 
from the original IS/MND’s noise impact studies that the noise generated by both motorsport 
and concert events will be unacceptable, even with the proposed mitigation, and thus exceed 
the relevant thresholds of significance.  Now, the proposed motorcycle noise is expected to be 
even louder, further exceeding the thresholds of significance, which triggers the preparation of 
an EIR. 

The IS/MND discloses that it is “concerned with adherence to the Humboldt County General 
Plan and the noise limits set by Table 13-C.”1  According to the Supplemental IS/MND, the 
relevant limit is 60 dB, which is the upper limit of normally acceptable regularly-occurring noise 
levels and 65 dBA for short-term noise sources in residential areas.2  While the Supplemental 
IS/MND does not clearly state which of these thresholds is applicable to its analysis (itself a 
CEQA error), the louder motorcycle noise would exceed either of these thresholds.  As the 
Supplemental IS/MND plainly states, flat track racing events will result in noise levels reaching 
85.6 dB at Arlington Avenue and 85.9 dB at Highway 211.3  Of course, these limits were based 
on modeling conducted for the original IS/MND and did not take into account the louder 
motorcycles requested here.  That noise study found that noise generated by motorsport 
events could greatly exceed those thresholds, in some cases by over 30 decibels.   

The Supplemental IS/MND attempts to justify the 9 dB increase in the noise limit because the 
90 dB instantaneous limit is not “feasible.”  This is not an acceptable excuse for easing a 
mitigation measure in the context of a mitigated negative declaration.  Such reasoning 
necessarily assumes there is a significant impact that cannot be mitigated to a less than 
significant level.  If the mitigation measure previously determined necessary to reduce the 
motorcycle nose impact to a less than significant level is no longer feasible, and louder noise 
must be justified, then an EIR must be prepared to fully analyze the greater significant noise 
impact. 

Finally, the proposed additional mitigation measures involving sound barriers and acoustical 
treatment of the grandstands are not based on substantial evidence.  The flawed July 13, 2021 
technical memorandum attached to the Supplemental IS/MND did not analyze whether or to 
what extent the proposed mitigation would reduce noise.  Indeed, the technical memorandum 
doesn’t consider the effects of motorcycle noise at the Fairgrounds or anywhere in Ferndale.  It 

1 Supplemental IS/MND, Section 3.2.1, pg. 14.
2 Supplemental IS/MND, Section 3.2.1, pg. 14. 
3 Supplemental IS/MND, Section 3.2.1, pg. 15. 



Steven Lazar 
Senior Planner 
County of Humboldt 
May 2, 2022 Page | 3

was based on a single hypothetical motorcycle from nearly four years ago, without considering 
the noise generated by actual racing conditions with upwards of 18 motorcycles using new, 
louder technology.   

Once again, Friends of Ferndale provides the “Review of Noise Impact Study for Humboldt 
County Fairgrounds” attached to our August 25, 2020 letter (the “Noise Review”) and prepared 
by Noise Monitoring Services.  The Noise Review demonstrates that the noise studies relied 
upon in the original IS/MND and now the Supplemental IS/MND do not fully account for the full 
range of noise generated by the events and, furthermore, the mitigation measures are 
inadequate to reduce noise levels below the applicable thresholds of significance.  The Noise 
Review’s expert opinion provided by the Noise Review provides substantial evidence that the 
proposed Project will have a significant and unmitigable noise impact. 

“CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR whenever substantial evidence supports a fair 
argument that a [project] will cause potentially significant adverse environmental impacts.”4

California courts view the “fair argument” as a very low threshold for requiring the preparation 
of an EIR.5  Based on the foregoing, a fair argument exists that the enhanced motorcycle noise 
will have a significant noise impact.  Only after a full environmental review is completed 
through an EIR will the County have sufficient information to determine whether it can make 
the findings necessary to approve the proposed CUP modification.   

Friends of Ferndale reserves its right to submit additional comments as deemed appropriate in 
advance of the appeal hearing. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Nicholas R. Ghirelli 

Attachment: August 25, 2020 Letter, including Noise Monitoring Services Review of Noise 
Impact Study for Humboldt County Fairgrounds  

13062-0002\2658209v1.doc 

4 Cty. Sanitation Dist. No. 2 v. Cty. of Kern, 127 Cal.App.4th 1544, 1558 (2005). 
5 Id.

ljavier
Nick Ghirelli Blue Ink



Nicholas R. Ghirelli 

T 213.626.8484 

F 213.626.0078 

E nghirelli@rwglaw.com

350 South Grand Avenue 

37th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 

rwglaw.com 

August 25, 2020 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL & U. S. MAIL 

Steven Lazar 
Senior Planner 
County of Humboldt 
3015 H Street 
Eureka, California 95501 
SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

Re: Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration for Motorsports 
and Concert Events at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds 

Dear Mr. Lazar: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of Friends of Ferndale for a Livable Community (“Friends of 
Ferndale”), a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the quality of life for Ferndale 
residents.  We have reviewed the Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(IS/MND) for Proposed Motorsports and Concert Events at Humboldt County Fairgrounds (the 
“Fairgrounds”), dated July 24, 2020 .  Based on our review, we believe that an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) is required for this project because a fair argument exists that the project 
will have significant impact on the environment in several impact areas.  Moreover, the analysis 
of several impact areas is not supported by substantial evidence and violates the public 
disclosure requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The following 
comments on the IS/MND documentation support our conclusion that an EIR is required for this 
project and identify defects in the IS/MND’s analysis and conclusions. 

Project Description 

“Only through an accurate view of the project may affected outsiders and public decision-
makers balance the proposal’s benefit against its environmental cost, consider mitigation 
measures, assess the advantages of terminating the proposal . . . and weigh other alternatives 
in the balance.  An accurate, stable and finite project description is the sine qua non of an 



Steven Lazar 
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informative and legally sufficient EIR.”1  The same accuracy must be provided in the project 
description for a mitigated negative declaration.2  In this case, Section 2.3 of the IS/MND does 
not provide sufficient information to allow the public to fully evaluate the project’s 
environmental impacts.   

The fourteen total events identified in the project description—four motorsports and ten 
concerts—are apparently inclusive of all such events to be held at the Fairgrounds in a given 
year.  The project description notes that events would be “pre-scheduled between March and 
October, excepting the six-week period (August 1st through September 15th)” when events 
associated with the Humboldt County Fair are occurring.  However, the IS/MND does not 
indicate whether additional concerts or similar events would be held during the County Fair.  
The table identifying prior concerts held at the Fairgrounds on page 7 of the IS/MND identifies 
several concerts that have been held during the period of time when the County Fair occurs 
(August-September).  Most of these events occurred after CEQA was adopted in 1973.  
Therefore, unless similar events occurring at the Fairground during the County Fair were 
studied as part of a prior environmental document under CEQA, then they must also be 
identified in the project description and analyzed as part of this project.  This analysis must be 
undertaken to avoid a situation where “piecemeal approval of several projects with related 
impacts could lead to severe environmental harm.”3  They must also be considered as part of an 
adequate cumulative impacts analysis.   

Furthermore, the length of each of the proposed motorsport and music “events” is not fully 
defined.  While the project description identifies an event’s maximum hours of operation on 
any given day, it does not address the days of the week when events will be held or whether an 
event may occur over multiple days.  If weekday events are anticipated, then the impacts would 
be especially borne by students of Ferndale High School given the school’s proximity to the 
Fairgrounds.  Could events occur on weekdays when school is in session or while extra-
curricular events are taking place after the school day has ended?  Furthermore, it is not clear 
whether a single music event might encompass a multi-day festival or whether a motorsport 
event includes practices or qualification races.  Could use of the track for casual daytime or 
nighttime motorcycle practices be permitted when leading up to a scheduled race?  The 
protracted use of the Fairgrounds for these uses must be explained in the project description 
because they will exacerbate the potential impacts described below.   

1 County of Inyo v City of Los Angeles (1977) 71 Cal.App.3d 185, 192. 
2 City of Redlands v. Cty. of San Bernardino, 96 Cal.App.4th 398, 406 (2002) (“The negative 
declaration is inappropriate where the agency has failed . . . to provide an accurate project 
description . . . and undertake an adequate environmental analysis.”) 
3 San Joaquin Raptor/Wildlife Rescue Ctr. v. County of Stanislaus, 27 Cal.App4th 713, 720 (1994).  
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The IS/MND identifies the following types of motorsports to be permitted as part of the project: 
“Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Truck events, Go Carts, Monster Trucks, and Motorcycle Racing.”4  Yet, only 
motorcycle racing is discussed in any detail.  The other motorsports events must contain a 
description of the operational aspects in order for the project description to be complete.  This 
information is critical to fully inform the public about the expected impacts of the project under 
CEQA. 

Finally, missing from the description of the proposed music events is the stage configuration.  
The only information about the stage location is that it will be “set up in the interior of the race 
track on an installed temporary stage placed directly in front of the Grand Stands.”5  The 
IS/MND goes on to say that the stage and event configuration will depend on the type of event.  
The description does not inform the public where the stage and speakers will be directed, and if 
they will be directed toward sensitive receptors.  Unfortunately, as discussed below, the 
project’s Noise Impact Study Addendum provides no clarification on this issue. 

As a result, the project description is not “accurate, stable, and finite,” as required by CEQA. 

Aesthetics 

The aesthetic impact analysis, and particularly the discussion of light and glare, suffers from 
fatal flaws and therefore underestimates the impact of light and glare on the residential 
community surrounding the Fairgrounds.  The IS/MND acknowledges that “temporary lighting is 
commonly incorporated into music events for the purpose of aesthetics and/or stage 
illumination.”6  But no such acknowledgment is made for motorsports events, which, when held 
at night, necessarily require sufficient lighting in order to operate safely.  The IS/MND does not 
attempt to describe the new light sources from motorsports events, including temporary 
lighting for staging areas and the lights affixed to the vehicles and motorcycles themselves.  The 
IS/MND must fully account for these new, expected light sources. 

Mitigation Measure AES-1 does not effectively mitigate the impact caused by temporary 
lighting.  Mitigation Measure AES-1 states: “Temporary stage lighting used during events will be 
directed towards the ground and north of the stage at intensities low enough to prevent light 
spillage (illumination of adjacent parcels).  To insure that all lighting conforms to this standard, 

4 IS/MND, Section 2.3.1, pg. 8. 
5 IS/MND, Section 2.3.2, pg. 8. 
6 IS/MND, Section 3.2.1, pg. 13.   
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Humboldt County Fair Association staff shall review the temporary lighting design for each 
music event.”  This mitigation measure suffers from three fatal flaws.   

First, as discussed above, motorsports events may contribute to light spillage onto adjacent 
properties.  Yet, Mitigation Measure AES-1 only applies to music events.   

Second, the IS/MND’s description of the mitigation measure states that lighting must be at 
“intensities low enough to prevent the illumination of adjacent parcels.”7  Does this mean no 
light spillage onto adjacent parcels will occur?  The IS/MND fails to quantify if, and how much, 
illumination will be tolerated at adjacent parcels and the reduction achieved by Mitigation 
Measure AES-1. 

Finally, Mitigation Measure AES-1 provides no enforcement mechanism to ensure that lighting 
is directed toward the ground at intensities low enough to prevent the illumination of adjacent 
parcels.  It merely requires the Humboldt County Fair Association to “review the temporary 
lighting design for each music event.”  Neither the Fair Association nor the County will actually 
approve the lighting plan or verify that it effectively prevents light spillage.  The Fair Association 
need only report to the County that it has “reviewed” temporary lighting.  Therefore, Mitigation 
Measure AES-1 is not tied to a concrete plan of action, and the mitigation is not effective in 
mitigating the threat of light spillage caused by the project. 

Air Quality 

The IS/MND’s conclusion that the project will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations is fatally flawed because it is unsupported by substantial evidence.  
The IS/MND acknowledges that the Fairgrounds are bordered by sensitive receptors, such as 
Ferndale High School and several residential dwellings.  Ferndale is an older community with 
over 37 percent of its population aged 60 and over,8 meaning that many residents are 
especially vulnerable to air quality impacts.   

Yet, the IS/MND’s only support for its finding that the project will not impact sensitive receptors 
is a conclusory statement that emissions “are minor, infrequent, and limited in duration” and 
will “dissipate into the atmosphere before they could expose people working or residing in the 

7 IS/MND, Section 3.2.1, pg. 13. 
8 U.S. Census 2018 American Community Survey, Available at 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=ferndale%20california&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S0101&hideP
review=false 
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area to substantial pollutants.”9  This emissions analysis fails to provide any quantification of 
the project’s impacts.  Events could be occurring as much as twelve hours per day within 
roughly 100 feet of a school and roughly 500 feet of adjacent residences.  Therefore, it is 
probable that adjacent sensitive receptors will be exposed to significant levels of vehicle related 
air quality pollutants, especially vehicle exhaust from motorsports events.   

For similar reasons, the IS/MND’s analysis of project-related odors is woefully inadequate.  It 
fails to account for odors emitted by generators, gasoline, and motorsports in close proximity 
to several sensitive receptors. 

Furthermore, the IS/MND identifies only two potential sources of air quality impacts: 
automobile exhaust from event attendees and flat track motorcycles.  The IS/MND does not 
account for emissions caused by concert events and, more significantly, emissions from 
monster trucks and other types of motorsports.  Therefore, the IS/MND underestimates the 
amount of project-related emissions. 

The North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District (the “Air District”) is in non-
attainment for the 24-hour standard for particulate matter of 10 microns or less (PM10).  The 
IS/MND states that fugitive emissions as a result of vehicular traffic on unpaved roadways “are 
the largest source of particulate matter” within the Air District.10  In its analysis of Air Quality 
impacts, the IS/MND acknowledges that the Air District “has not formally adopted significance 
thresholds” for the purpose of analyzing a project’s impact on PM10.11  Instead, according to the 
IS/MND, it utilizes the Best Available Control Technology emission rates listed in the Air 
District’s Rule 110.  Rule 110 only applies to stationary sources.  As a result, the IS/MND 
implicitly acknowledges that the project’s air quality impacts are not measured against any 
applicable threshold of significance.  It simply concludes that the project is consistent with the 
Air District’s PM10 attainment plan because the project does not involve the operation of 
stationary sources.  This analysis is incomplete. 

Air District Rule 104.C includes a standard applicable to general combustion sources that should 
be applied to the project.  It prohibits “any person from discharging particulate matter into the 
atmosphere from any combustion source in excess of 0.46 grams per standard cubic meter . . . 
calculated to 12 percent carbon dioxide” and certain other limitations set forth in the Rule.12

Absent further analysis to quantify project-related air quality emissions, the IS/MND’s 

9 IS/MND, Section 3.2.3, pg. 17. 
10 IS/MND, Section 3.2.3, pg. 16. 
11 IS/MND, Section 3.2.3, pg. 16. 
12 Air District Rule 104, Subsection C.1.   
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conclusion that the project will not have a significant impact on air quality is not supported by 
substantial evidence.  In sum, the IS/MND’s air quality analysis is insufficient, and the project 
has the potential to result in unmitigable cumulative air quality impacts.   

Energy 

The IS/MND’s conclusory analysis of energy resources, particularly the wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, is deficient.  It fails to acknowledge the 
substantial amount of fuel expected to be consumed during motorsports events and music 
events, let alone quantify the amount.  That the Fairground currently has facilities capable of 
powering events is not a sufficient substitute for the critical evaluation of a project’s energy 
consumption required by CEQA. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The IS/MND’s analysis of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions underestimates the range of sources 
of potential GHG emissions created by the project.  In addition to passenger vehicles travelling 
to events, the IS/MND also states that flat track racing motorcycles would produce GHG 
emissions.  But there are other sources of GHG emissions generated from trucks and other 
vehicles participating in the project’s other motorsports events.  In addition, we assume that 
gas-powered generators will be used as part of the temporary staging for music events.  As a 
result, the IS/MND’s analysis of GHG impacts is incomplete and not supported by substantial 
evidence. 

Hazards and Hazardous Substances 

The IS/MND summarily concludes that the project does not involve the emission or handling of 
hazardous materials and substances within one-quarter mile of an existing school, even though 
the Fairgrounds are located adjacent to Ferndale High School.  The proposed motorsports 
events at the Fairgrounds, especially the monster truck events, will require the storage and 
handling of large quantities of gasoline.  In some cases, high octane racing fuel may be used.  
Under provisions of California law, petroleum and oil products are considered hazardous 
substances.13  Therefore, the project has the potential to cause a significant and unavoidable 
impact involving the emission or handling of hazardous substances within one-quarter mile of 
an existing school.  This constitutes a significant and unavoidable impact that must be fully 
evaluated in an EIR. 

13 See, e.g., Code of Civil Procedure Section 726.5. 
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Land Use and Planning

As a preliminary matter, the MND asserts that “activities at the site are exempt from the city [of 
Ferndale]’s zoning and land use regulations.”14  To support this conclusion, the MND cites to 
the Third District Court of Appeal’s opinion in Lawler v. City of Redding, but with no explanation 
as to how and why that case applies to the Project.15  The Lawler case recognizes the principle 
that, pursuant to Government Code Sections 53090 and 53091, cities and counties enjoy an 
intergovernmental immunity with respect to building and zoning regulations, including their 
respective general plans.16  In the typical case, for example, a city zoning regulation would not 
apply to county-owned land within the city’s limits, and vice versa.  But intergovernmental 
immunity is not unlimited and should not constrain the analysis of a project’s environmental 
impacts under CEQA. 

Humboldt County may only confer its immunity from City zoning regulations via a lease to a 
private party, such as the Humboldt County Fair Association or an event promoter, for the 
purpose of conducting a county fair and related activities.  The California Attorney General has 
concluded that a county’s immunity does not extend to purely private uses.17  This is especially 
true if the purpose of the proposed project is merely to generate revenue for the Association or 
a concert promoter.  In this case, the specific purpose of this project is to permit motorsport 
and concert events outside of the six-week period in August and September when the 
Humboldt County Fair occurs.   

As a result, the Humboldt County Fair Association bears the burden of proving that its use of 
the Fairgrounds for motorsport and concert events—outside of the County Fair dates—qualifies 
for the County’s immunity from City building and zoning regulations.  The IS/MND provides no 
evidence to support its conclusion that the City of Ferndale’s zoning regulations do not apply to 
the proposed project. 

Nevertheless, the IS/MND endeavors to analyze the project’s consistency with the Ferndale 
General Plan Land Use Element and Zoning Ordinance, as it should.  These planning documents 
constitute plans and regulations adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect.  The project site is zoned as Public Facility (PF) in the Ferndale Zoning 
Ordinance, which permits “public fairgrounds and related uses.”18  However, the PF zone 
provides no indication that such “related uses” would include “concert venues” or “automobile 

14 IS/MND, Section 2.2.2, pg. 6.  
15 7 Cal.App.4th 778 (1992). 
16 Id. at 784. 
17 68 Cal.Ops.Atty.Gen. 114 (1985). 
18 City of Ferndale Zoning Ordinance, Section 5.17.1. 
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racetracks.”  Indeed, Section 7.05 of the Ferndale Zoning Ordinance specifically states that “no 
open-air . . . theater, automobile racetrack, . . . or similar assemblage of people and 
automobiles shall be permitted in any zone unless a use permit is first secured in each case.”  
Thus, even if these uses were related to the Fairgrounds, they are not permitted by right.  The 
City recognizes that such assembly uses must be conditioned to mitigate their impacts through 
the issuance of a use permit.  As a result, the IS/MND’s conclusion that the project is 
“consistent with the uses allowed in the public facility zoning designation as a public 
Fairgrounds related use” is incorrect.  The project would cause a significant and unavoidable 
conflict with a land use plan intended to avoid or mitigate environmental effects. 

Even assuming that the project is immune from the City’s building and zoning regulations, the 
IS/MND makes no attempt to determine whether the project is consistent with any applicable 
County land use plan policy or regulation, including its general plan and zoning ordinance 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating environmental effects.  Friends of Ferndale 
believes that the proposed project is inconsistent with the following goals and policies of the 
County general plan:  

• Noise Element Goal N-G1. Excessive Noise. A quiet and healthful environment with 
limited disagreeable noise. N-G2. Incompatible Land Uses. Land uses arranged to reduce 
annoyance and complaints and minimize the exposure of community residents to 
excessive noise. 

• Noise Element Policy N-P1. Minimize Noise from Stationary and Mobile Sources. 
Minimize stationary noise sources and noise emanating from temporary activities by 
applying appropriate standards for average and short-term noise levels during permit 
review and subsequent monitoring. 

• Noise Policy N-P2. Guide to Land Use Planning. Evaluate current noise levels and 
mitigate projected noise levels when making community planning and zoning decisions 
to minimize the exposure of community residents to nuisance noise levels. Minimize 
vehicular and aircraft noise exposure by planning land uses compatible with 
transportation corridors and airports, and applying noise attenuation designs and 
construction standards. Avoid zoning patterns that permit people to “move to the 
nuisance” unless mitigated through project conditions or recorded notice. 

• Noise Policy N-P4. Protection from Excessive Noise. Protect persons from existing or 
future excessive levels of noise which interfere with sleep, communication, relaxation, 
health or legally permitted use of property. 
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• Noise Standard N-S3. Environmental Review Process. For noise sensitive locations where 
noise contours do not exist, the environmental review process required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act shall be utilized to generate the required analysis and 
determine the appropriate mitigation per Plan and state standards. Future noise levels 
shall be predicted for a period of at least 10 years from the time of building permit 
application.  

• Economic Development Goal ED-G4. Cooperation and Collaboration. Productive 
partnerships with cities, neighboring counties, and the private sector that build and 
enhance common assets and resolve common obstacles. 

• Conservation and Open Space Goal CO-G6 Community Separation. Open space areas 
between urban development areas that separate and preserve unique identities of the 
county’s cities and communities. 

• Conservation and Open Space Policy CO-P6. Community Separation. Maintain 
separation of urbanized communities through appropriate land use designations and 
zoning density. Avoid merging urban development boundaries of adjacent communities. 

• Conservation and Open Space Policy CO-P8. Planning for Recreational Needs within 
Communities. Policies addressing community recreational needs shall be prepared as 
part of planning efforts within each community. Implement park in-lieu fee programs in 
major communities. 

This list of conflicting goals and policies of the County general plan is not intended to be 
exhaustive, but is illustrative of the careful consideration of the project’s consistency with land 
use plans required under CEQA.  A similar consistency analysis should be conducted for the 
City’s general plan.  In sum, the IS/MND’s conclusion that the project is consistent with the 
City’s and County’s zoning and general plans is not supported by substantial evidence because 
all relevant policies and regulations have not been considered. 

Noise 

Friends of Ferndale is especially concerned about the noise impact caused by the fourteen 
proposed concert and motorsport events at the Fairgrounds, given the Fairgrounds’ proximity 
to the adjacent high school and nearby residential uses.  It is clear from the IS/MND’s noise 
impact studies that the noise generated by both motorsport and concert events will be 
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normally unacceptable, even with the proposed mitigation.19  Due to the surrounding terrain in 
and around the Fairgrounds, we expect that noise will reflect off of the grandstands and nearby 
hills in a way that has not been fully addressed in the IS/MND.  This finding alone calls for 
greater scrutiny and consideration of the project’s noise impacts through the preparation of an 
EIR.  Furthermore, there are serious questions about the effectiveness of the proposed 
mitigation measures.  For example, are hay bales an effective form of sound mitigation and can 
they be erected at a sufficient scale to shield all sensitive receptors from loud nighttime music?  
If so, why is a similar physical barrier not proposed as mitigation for the motorsport events?  At 
minimum, sound walls that achieve a high-level of noise attenuation should be considered as 
feasible mitigation measures.  Late night event noise will have an especially significant impact 
on Ferndale’s older population that calls for implementing all feasible mitigation. 

As demonstrated by the attached “Review of Noise Impact Study for Humboldt County 
Fairgrounds” (the “Noise Review”) prepared by Noise Monitoring Services, the IS/MND’s noise 
studies do not fully account for the full range of noise generated by the events and, 
furthermore, the mitigation measures are inadequate to reduce noise levels below the 
thresholds of significance.  The Noise Review finds that the IS/MND contains no analysis of the 
potential noise impacts caused by motorsport events, other than motorcycles.  This is especially 
concerning with respect to monster trucks, given that the IS/MND’s only attempt to quantify 
truck noise derives from a local newspaper story that found the sounds levels were between 
80-95 decibels and well above the threshold of significance.20  The Noise Review’s expert 
opinion provided by the Noise Review provides substantial evidence that the proposed project 
will have a significant and potentially unmitigable noise impact. 

Public Services 

The IS/MND states that “[t]here is no reason to expect that authorizing use of the Fairgrounds 
for additional events would result in a significant increase in demand for public services.”21  This 
conclusion is not supported by any evidence, and Friends of Ferndale believes that the project 
will very likely result in an increased demand for fire and police services.  The mere fact that the 
Fairgrounds regularly hosts public gatherings during the annual County Fair does not excuse an 
evaluation of public resources required to host fourteen additional events with up to 10,000 
attendees each.  Security and police services are necessary to safely control crowds of that size.  
And, fire and paramedic resources must be on site in order to conduct safe motorsport events.  
As a result, the project has the potential to cause a significant effect on public services. 

19 IS/MND, Section 3.2.13, pg. 30. 
20 IS/MND, Section 3.2.13, pg. 31. 
21 IS/MND Section 3.2.15, pg. 36.   
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Transportation/Traffic 

Under the recently revised CEQA Guidelines, a project’s traffic impacts are now evaluated 
based on “vehicle miles travelled” or VMT attributable to a project.22  Lead agencies were 
required to begin implementing VMT methodologies as of July 1, 2020.  However, as 
acknowledged in the IS/MND, Humboldt County has not yet adopted local guidance for 
evaluating VMT impacts.  As a result, the IS/MND utilizes a qualitative analysis to measure 
project-related VMT. 

Although the CEQA Guidelines authorize a qualitative analysis where an existing model or 
method is unavailable,23 we do not believe this exception was intended to address situations 
where the only limitation is a lead agency’s failure to adopt VMT thresholds by the July 1st 
deadline.  Lead agencies across the state have adopted ad hoc quantitative methodologies in 
order to analyze traffic impacts pending final approval of their own VMT guidance.  In this case, 
we see no reason why the project’s VMT could not be fairly estimated through a quantitative 
model based on anticipated event attendance and estimated trips from population centers 
throughout the County. 

Moreover, the qualitative analysis provided in the IS/MND is flawed.  The analysis provides no 
baseline of existing conditions against which to measure the project’s VMT increase.  It merely 
provides one example of an equivalent facility within the County, the Redwood Acres facility in 
Eureka.  The IS/MND does not compare the project against baseline conditions.  Unless a 
qualitative analysis of VMT is conducted, the public and decision-makers will have no feasible 
way to estimate the increase in traffic caused by the additional fourteen events at the 
Fairgrounds. 

Mandatory Findings of Significance 

The project may have impacts that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable, 
meaning that incremental effects of the project are considerable when viewed in connection 
with the effects of past projects, other current projects, and probable future projects.  Fourteen 
additional music and motorsports events will be held at the Fairgrounds, in addition to other 
events held historically held at the Fairgrounds throughout the year and the annual County Fair 
in August and September.  The IS/MND does not indicate whether those other events at the 
Fairgrounds have been evaluated under CEQA.  An adequate analysis of cumulative impacts 

22 14 Cal. Code Regs. Section 15064.3. 
23 14 Cal. Code Regs. Section 15064.3(c). 
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would consider the added impacts of this project in conjunction with the other Fairground 
events.  The IS/MND fails to provide this required analysis.  As such, the cumulative impacts 
analysis is flawed and an EIR should be prepared to analyze such impacts. 

Conclusion 

“CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR whenever substantial evidence supports a fair 
argument that a [project] will cause potentially significant adverse environmental impacts.”24

California courts view the “fair argument” as a very low threshold for requiring the preparation 
of an EIR.25

Based on the foregoing, a fair argument exists that the project will have significant effects on 
the environment in the areas of Aesthetics, Air Quality, GHG, Hazards and Hazardous 
Substances, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Public Services, and Transportation/Traffic.  Friends 
of Ferndale has provided substantial evidence that the proposed project will have potentially 
significant impacts.  We have also identified areas where the mitigations set forth in the 
IS/MND are insufficient to insure that all impacts will be mitigated to less than significant levels.  
Finally, we have identified areas where adequate analysis has not been completed, and must be 
completed in order to comply with CEQA’s policies regarding full disclosure of potential 
impacts.  In sum, the expanded use of the Fairgrounds for music and motorsport events will 
most likely have a significant effect on the adjacent high school and residents living several 
hundred feet away.26

Friends of Ferndale appreciates the opportunity to comment on the IS/MND because it views 
the fourteen events proposed by this project as a potential “gateway” to even more intensive 
uses of the Fairgrounds over time.  Once a new baseline of fourteen events is established, the 
County may view each new additional event thereafter as a minor incremental change.  From a 
CEQA perspective, this could mean that future additions are not subject to environmental 
review.  Thus, it is important that this initial proposal be fully evaluated under CEQA so that the 
public has a complete picture of the impacts proposed by music and motorsport events at the 
Fairgrounds. 

24 Cty. Sanitation Dist. No. 2 v. Cty. of Kern, 127 Cal.App.4th 1544, 1558 (2005). 
25 Id.
26 See, e.g., Lewis v. Seventeenth Dist. Agric. Assn., 165 Cal.App.3d 823 (1985) (finding a 
probable environmental effect from a racetrack located approximately one mile from 
residences).
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Given the significance of this project, Friends of Ferndale respectfully requests a continuance of 
the Planning Commission’s consideration of the conditional use permit and IS/MND so that it 
has sufficient time to carefully consider these comments and those submitted by others.  To be 
sure, a mere reduction in the number of events should not be considered as a means to 
expeditiously mitigate impacts.  Each proposed event will cause impacts that must be fully 
analyzed under CEQA.   

Should the County wish to pursue this challenging project further, an EIR must be prepared in 
accordance with the public participation and public disclosure purposes underlying CEQA.  If the 
County approves the conditional use permit and lease amendment with the Humboldt County 
Fair Association without preparing an EIR or significantly reducing the project’s scope, then 
Friends of Ferndale will have no choice but to explore potential legal options to protect the 
neighboring community from this project’s significant environmental impacts. 

Friends of Ferndale reserves its right to submit additional comments as deemed appropriate. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Nicholas R. Ghirelli 

Attachment: Noise Monitoring Services Review of Noise Impact Study for Humboldt County 
Fairgrounds  

cc: Laurence S. Wiener, Richards, Watson & Gershon 

10000-0297\2449432v2.doc 

ljavier
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Noise Monitoring Services, 14000 Van Ness Ave, Ste D, Gardena, CA 90249 

Phone: 323-546-9902  Email: info@thenoiseexperts.com 
www.thenoiseexperts.com 

August 21, 2020 

 

Friends of Ferndale for a Livable Community 

C/O Nicholas Ghirelli, Richards, Watson & Gershon 

 

Subject: Review of Noise Impact Study for Humboldt County Fairgrounds 

 

Dear Mr. Ghirelli, 

 

As requested, we have reviewed the Noise Impact Study: Flat Track Racing at Humboldt County 

Fairgrounds (August 2018) and the Noise Study Addendum: Open Air Concerts Rev 2 (February 11, 2020), 

prepared by Whitchurch Engineering.  

 

The noise impact study and its addendum concern the increased use of the venue for motorsports 

events and concerts, which are proposed to be held between March and October outside of the 6-week 

period in August and September associated with the Humboldt County Fair setup, operation, and 

cleanup. It is proposed that up to four motorsports events and ten concerts will held at the venue each 

year excepting the six-week period August 1st through September 15th. The motorsports events will 

generally involve motorcycle racing. However, one of the motorsport events each year may include 

monster trucks and the mitigated negative declaration's project description identifies tractor pulls, 4x4 

truck events, and go carts as other possible events. 

 

The nearest sensitive receptors are residences within the City of Ferndale on Arlington Avenue, Main 

Street and Van Ness Avenue; a school on Main Street; and residences in unincorporated Humboldt 

County on Van Ness Avenue.  

 

On reviewing the Whitchurch noise study, we conclude it contains several omissions and unrealistic 

assumptions that lead to misleading conclusions. Ambient noise levels have not been adequately 

documented. The declaration document contradicts the conclusions of the noise study, which indicates 

that noise levels will exceed the County’s noise standards even when mitigation is incorporated. The 

study also contains estimates of interior noise levels that are based on unrealistic assumptions. These 

issues are explained in more detail below. 

Noise Standards 
 

Although the project site is located within the City of Ferndale, according to the noise study the noise 

standards that apply to the project are those contained in the Humboldt General Plan.  
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The Humboldt County General Plan contains noise standards that apply at interior and exterior areas of 

sensitive uses. For residential properties, an exterior Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) of up to 60 

dBA is considered ‘normally acceptable’. CNEL’s are calculated by averaging the sound level over a  

period of 24 hours after applying a correction to the evening and nighttime noise levels to account for the 

increased sensitivity to noise during these periods. The required interior CNEL in habitable rooms is 45 

dBA.  

 

The General Plan also contains short-term performance standards for various land uses. These 

performance standards are provided as maximum noise levels (Lmax). For residential uses, the Lmax may 

not exceed 65 dBA during the daytime hours (6 am to 10 pm) or 60 dBA during the nighttime hours (10 pm 

to 6 am). These short-term standards do not apply to temporary events in conformance with an approved 

Conditional Use Permit 

 

When a discretionary project has the potential to generate noise levels in excess of the General Plan 

standards, a noise study is required to assure compliance with the standards. The noise study must include 

measured or modeled CNEL’s and Lmax levels at property lines and receptor locations. 

Ambient Sound Levels 
 

As part of the noise study, Whitchurch obtained ambient measurements at one location during two 2-hour 

daytime periods. The measurements were obtained between 8 am and 10 am, and between 2 pm and 4 

pm on Thursday, June 21 and Friday, June 22, 2018 at a location south of the site on Arlington Avenue. 

These measurements were used to estimate the ambient 24-hour CNEL at this location. The reports states 

that the primary sources of ambient noise were traffic on Arlington Avenue and residential noise sources, 

including mowers and power tools. 

 

In our opinion, these measurements are inadequate to document existing ambient noise conditions in the 

project vicinity. A single measurement location cannot represent the range of noise levels that will be 

present in the area. This noise measurement was obtained at the residential property line closest to the 

road. It would be expected that properties on other roads in the area will be exposed to different ambient 

noise levels. Furthermore, the method used to estimate the CNEL from the short-term measurement is 

unlikely to lead to a reliable estimate. Whitchurch has estimated the ambient CNEL by assuming that the 

noise levels measured during the brief measurements would be constant throughout a 24-hour period. In 

reality, traffic noise is invariably much quieter during the nighttime hours. It is safe to assume that there 

would also be minimal noise from residential sources at night. These factors have not been accounted for 

in the study’s CNEL estimates. The estimated ambient CNEL’s have therefore almost certainly been 

significantly overestimated. It should also be noted that the measurements were obtained on weekdays, 

when traffic patterns may be different to weekend days when ambient noise may be lower. 

 

In any environmental noise study, it is important to document the existing ambient noise levels. To 

properly document ambient sound levels, 24-hour sound measurements should be obtained at a selection 

of sensitive receptors in the area that are potentially impacted by the project. The measurement program 
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should include sensitive receptors in quieter areas located away from roads to ensure that worst-case 

(lowest) ambient noise levels are documented. The CNEL levels should be directly measured and should 

not be estimated from brief measurements. If the proposed events at the facility are to be held at 

weekends then the ambient measurements should be obtained on weekend days. Until these 

measurements are performed, it is not possible to comprehensively assess the project’s noise impact by 

comparing motorsports and concert noise levels against the existing ambient noise levels. 

 

Due to the frequency and ongoing nature of the proposed events, the project should be treated as one 

that will result in a permanent increase in ambient noise. In our experience, a common approach to 

minimizing the impact of this type of project is to limit the noise to below the existing ambient sound 

level. This approach ensures the project noise never increases the overall noise level by more than 3 dBA, 

which is considered a ‘barely perceptible’ increase. 

Motorsport Event Assessment 
 

The Whitchurch report includes estimates of interior and exterior noise levels at the nearby sensitive 

receptors during motorcycle racing events. The estimated noise levels are derived from actual motorcycle 

racing event noise at the track. No analysis is presented for monster truck events or other possible 

motorsports events. In our opinion the estimated unmitigated noise levels of 93.4 dBA Lmax and 77.4 dBA 

CNEL at the receptors on Arlington Avenue, and 93.7 dBA Lmax and 75.7 dBA CNEL at the receptors on 

Highway 211 have been calculated appropriately and are valid. The report includes estimated mitigated 

noise levels based on reduced hours of racing, reduced number of racers and mitigated motorcycle 

exhaust systems. It is noted that even with all possible mitigation measures (ie. the shortest racing 

duration, fewest number of racers and maximum exhaust mitigation) the estimated noise levels still 

exceed the County’s general plan standard of 60 dBA CNEL at sensitive receptors. This undermines the 

‘Less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated’ declaration in the Initial Study and Proposed 

Mitigated Negative Declaration. Mitigated Lmax levels have not been fully addressed in the report 

(presumably to avoid having to declare a significant impact). However, based on the information 

contained in the report, it may be concluded that fully mitigated motorcycle racing events will produce 

noise levels up to 80 dBA at the nearest residences. They will therefore exceed County’s exterior daytime 

Lmax limit of 65 dBA by as much as 15 dBA. As previously stated, a comparison of the motorsport event 

noise levels against the existing ambient sound levels is absent from the noise study. The absence of any 

analysis for monster truck events and other motorsport events means that noise due to motorsport 

events has not been fully assessed. 

 

Section 4.4.2 of the Whitchurch study states that interior noise levels at nearby residences will be 

between 14.4 dB and 53.4 dB during peak, intermittent events. This estimate is based on applying a 40 dB 

correction to the estimated exterior Lmax noise levels to account for the noise reduction of the building 

walls. The study references Gypsum Association’s “Fire Resistance Design Manual and Sound Control: GA-

600-2006” as a source of this information. Our review of this document indicates it contains no such 

guidance. Furthermore, multiple sources indicate this assumption is unrealistic for wood-framed 
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residential structures. Commonly quoted noise reductions for residential wood-frame buildings are 20 to 

25 dB of reduction. Sources that quote this exterior-to-interior reduction include the Caltrans Technical 

Noise Supplement to the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol (2013) and the FHWA Highway Traffic Noise: 

Analysis and Abatement Guidance (2011). 

 

These documents indicate that exterior-to-interior noise reductions above 30 dB may be achieved with 

masonry walls, or buildings with curtain walls. Since many of the buildings close to the site are older 

wood-frame structures, a suitable assumption for their exterior-to-interior noise reduction is 20 dB. The 

actual interior noise levels are likely to be 20 dBA higher than stated in the Whitchurch report. Based on 

an assumed exterior-to-interior sound reduction of 20 dB, the interior noise levels will exceed the 

County’s interior noise limit of 45 dBA CNEL for any scenario where the exterior level exceeds 65 dBA 

CNEL. Most of the mitigated scenarios presented in Table 8 of the Whitchurch report will therefore result 

in an exceedance of the interior noise limits. 

Concert Assessment 
 

The Whitchurch noise study addendum assesses the noise impact of concerts using reference concert 

sound level data as a basis. Concerts may begin between 6 pm and 7 pm, and end between 10 pm and 

10:30 pm. The report indicates that unmitigated noise levels will significantly exceed the County’s CNEL 

and Lmax noise standards for residential properties. The study proposes a combination of reduced concert 

durations, sound walls and concert sound monitoring to reduce noise levels at sensitive receptors. The 

study provides anticipated noise reductions due to the sound wall of between 18.2 and 21.6 dB. In our 

experience in designing acoustical barriers, reductions this high are rare. The actual reduction will be 

dependent on the frequency spectrum of the source, the source and barrier heights, and the distances 

from the source to the barrier and the barrier to the receptor. It is not clear how Whitchurch have 

calculated the expected barrier performance. However, we would recommend a full 3D sound modeling 

study to determine the actual barrier performance. This will enable noise maps to be produced showing 

how the sound will spread into the community and aid in the decision-making process. 

 

The issues with the assessment of concerts are broadly the same as those discussed above for 

motorsports events. The study indicates that even with a fully mitigated concert event, the noise levels 

will still exceed the County’s CNEL noise standard of 60 dBA CNEL. The study does not address compliance 

with the County’s Lmax noise standards (and in fact provides some evidence that this standard will be 

significantly exceeded). The study does not address concert noise levels relative to ambient sound levels 

(as noted above, ambient sound levels have not been adequately documented and a comprehensive 

assessment is not currently possible). The concert analysis again assumes an unrealistic exterior-to-interior 

noise reduction of 40 dBA, and is likely underestimating interior noise levels by about 20 dBA. 
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Summary 
 

In summary, the Whitchurch noise study is deficient in multiple areas. These are: 

 

• Ambient sound levels in the community have not been adequately documented. The ambient 

sound levels stated in the report are highly likely to have been overestimated due to unrealistic 

assumptions concerning noise made by traffic throughout the day. The report does not propose a 

threshold of significance, or assess motorsports noise or concert noise against existing ambient 

sound levels.  

 

• The ‘Less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated’ declaration in the Initial Study and 

Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration contradicts the analysis in the noise study, which shows 

that motorsports event and concert noise levels will exceed the County’s General Plan CNEL noise 

standards. The noise study fails to properly analyze the motorsports event and concert Lmax noise 

levels. However, it provides enough evidence to indicate that the County’s exterior Lmax noise 

standard will be significantly exceeded. 

 

• The study fails to address the noise levels or the impacts produced by monster truck events or 

other possible motorsport events. 

 

• The study makes unrealistic and unjustified assumptions concerning the exterior-to-interior noise 

reduction that will be achieved by the nearby residential structures. When this is corrected for, 

the data in the study indicates exceedances of the County’s interior noise standards during both 

motorsports events and concerts. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Corbishley, MEng (Hons) 

Member, Institute of Noise Control Engineering 

Principal Consultant 
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Curriculum Vitae 

 

Thomas T. Corbishley 

 

Position:   Principal Consultant, Noise Monitoring Services (2013-  ) 

  

Prior Positions:   Environmental Noise Control (2009-2016) 

    Engineering Manager 

Wieland Acoustics, Inc. (2006-2009) 

    Associate Acoustical Consultant 

    University of Southampton, UK (2006) 

    Engineer 

Fluid & Acoustic, Ltd (2003-2004) 

    Research Engineer  

 

Education: Institute of Sound and Vibration Research (ISVR), University of 

Southampton, UK 

    Master of Engineering (MEng) in Acoustical Engineering  

    Graduated with First Class Honors  

 

Memberships:   Member, Institute of Noise Control Engineering (INCE) 

     

Courses:   Advanced Analysis Couse, Bruel & Kjaer 

    SoundPLAN Computer Noise Modeling Course  

 

Mr. Corbishley is an experienced engineer and project manager with 15 years of experience in the field of 

acoustical consulting. He has managed a wide variety of projects and led teams of acoustical engineers in 

producing numerous noise studies. As an engineer with a strong educational and theoretical background 

in acoustical principles, as well as extensive experience as a consultant, he brings effective project 

management and strong analytical and problem-solving skills to the projects. 

 

Types of projects managed include long and short-term sound and vibration monitoring programs, EIR 

noise studies, new-build residential, commercial and office building noise studies, carwash noise studies, 

studies for hotels, restaurants and bars, interior noise criterion (NC) and reverberation assessments, OSHA 

noise assessments, water well drilling studies, oil & gas drilling, fracking and production facility studies, 

mechanical equipment noise certification, traffic and railroad noise studies, shooting range noise analyses, 

municipal code compliance assessments, blasting and mining noise studies and factory noise studies. 
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Recent Project Information 

 

The following list provides examples of recent projects completed: 

 

Edinger Bridge Construction, Huntington Beach, CA 

Our services on this project include underwater (hydroacoustic) monitoring of noise levels during the 

installation of bridge piles during three construction phases. Noise levels were measured in accordance 

with FHWG guidelines. Our onsite personnel provided real-time noise level data to the County, as well as 

advice on mitigation measures (use of bubble curtains and the effect of water levels on noise). 

 

Lemon Well Drilling, Bradbury, CA 

Work included water well drilling noise modeling before construction to determine mitigation measures 

required to achieve compliance with the City’s noise limits. Compliance measurements were performed 

during drilling. 

 

Well 110 Replacement Project, Temecula, CA 

Noise modeling was performed to determine mitigation measures required to achieve compliance with 

the Rancho California Water District noise limits. 

 

Porsche Experience Center, Carson, CA 

This long-term ongoing project requires noise monitoring of a new Porsche race track near Los Angeles. 

Currently, Phase 1 noise monitoring requires weekly site visits and monthly reporting of sound levels 

relative the project’s Conditions of Use. Future phases will include intensive, continuous monitoring as the 

surrounding areas are built up. 

 

Don Pedro Reservoir Transmission Line Construction, Jamestown, CA 

The project involved vibration monitoring adjacent to a reservoir during drilling for the construction of 

transmission lines crossing the water. Due to an existing underground pipe, the specifications required 

construction to be halted if vibration levels exceeded a pre-determined threshold. NMS wrote the 

monitoring plan and provided monitoring equipment that provided instantaneous vibration warnings. 

 

Marine Pump Sound and Vibration Certification, Tustin, CA 

Sound and tri-axial vibration testing of marine pumps and water separators to the requirements of the 

American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) Guide for Crew Habitability on Offshore Installations. The pumps were 

tested for the purpose of certification before their installation on shipping vessels. Full testing reports with 

documentation of test methodology and data were generated for various pieces of equipment. 

 

Pile Driving Vibration Monitoring, Los Angeles International Airport, CA 

This project involved the monitoring of vibration produced by ABI machines during the installation of 

shoring associated with the construction of the new Tom Bradley International Terminal at LAX. Both 

unattended and attended vibration monitoring services were provided for multiple contractors for the 

project. 
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Condo Vibration Assessment, Alhambra, CA 

Project involved interior floor vibration measurements caused by a restaurant’s kitchen extraction system 

fans. The vibration was assessed against the Federal Transit Administration’s groundbourne vibration 

criteria before and after the installation of resilient mounts on the equipment. 

 

Noise Analysis for Mixed-Use Development, Glendale, CA 

An exterior-to-interior noise analysis was performed for a proposed mixed-use project in Glendale that 

included residential and commercial uses. Future estimated traffic noise was modeled at the site using 

three-dimensional noise modeling software. Construction recommendations were provided for the 

buildings, including the required Sound Transmission Class (STC) ratings for the windows and doors. 

 

Cafe Reverberation Testing, Los Angeles, CA 

Noise level and reverberation time testing inside a café to determine solutions to reduce the sound level 

of an extraction unit and specify the quantity of placement of acoustically absorptive material to install. 

Solutions to reduce noise levels were provided for the extractor and HVAC fans generating the noise and 

product and installation recommendations for sound absorptive panels. 

 

Construction Noise Analysis for Riverbank Replacement, Los Angeles, CA 

Work involved the prediction of noise levels during various phases of construction and design of noise 

mitigation measures to achieve the specified noise limits using three-dimensional noise modeling 

software. The work was performed for several individual project sites along the river. 

 

Bolt Factory Noise Assessment, Carson, CA 

Workplace noise assessment in a bolt factory. The project involved establishing worker locations where 

compliance with OSHA noise limits was not being achieved and designing mitigation measures to reduce 

noise exposure levels. Solutions were provided to reduce the noise generation at the sources and mitigate 

sound transmission paths with the use of acoustical enclosures, barriers and absorptive panels. 

 

Pipeline Replacement Sound and Vibration Monitoring, Ventura County, CA 

The work involved the production of a Noise and Vibration Control Plan with construction noise analysis 

and mitigation requirements for a horizontal directional drilling operation. Sound and vibration was 

monitored throughout the project and daily monitoring reports produced. 

 

Pile Driving Vibration Monitoring, Hollywood, CA 

Continuous vibration monitoring during soldier pile installation by a vibratory method using ABI machines. 

Vibration was monitored and assessed against the project specifications. Compliance was monitored in 

real time by a technician at the site and daily monitoring reports were provided to the client. 
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Sheet Pile Installation and Removal Vibration Monitoring, San Jose, CA 

Vibration monitoring during the installation and removal of sheet piling for a grade separation project in 

San Jose. Monitoring was performed adjacent to residences by an on-site technician and data reports 

were provided daily to the client.  

 

Construction Noise Monitoring during Water Tank Replacement, Beverly Hills, CA 

Continuous noise monitoring during construction activities associated with the rebuilding of water tanks. 

Weekly monitoring reports were provided, which included an assessment of impact relative to the County 

of Los Angeles construction noise limits. 

 

Oil Production Site Environmental Impact Report Noise Study, Hermosa Beach, CA 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) noise study for an urban oil production site in Hermosa Beach. The 

project involved computer modeling and analysis of noise for all construction, drilling and production 

phases and an assessment of traffic noise and vibration. Mitigation measures were designed to eliminate 

significant noise impacts and achieve local City ordinances and General Plan noise standards. 

 

Noise Modeling of Gas Production Facilities, Queensland, Australia 

Noise levels were modeled for three natural gas processing and compression facilities along a proposed 

pipeline route. The noise levels were predicted using SoundPLAN three-dimensional noise modeling 

software with noise levels based on manufacturer equipment data. Mitigation systems were designed to 

meet compliance with stringent noise limits at nearby residences under a variety of climate conditions. 

 

Freeway Traffic Noise Assessment and Study Review, Santa Barbara, CA 

Work involved reviewing a Caltrans freeway study to review sound wall recommendations on a section of 

freeway adjacent to residences. Noise measurements were obtained to determine the traffic noise levels 

at the residences and assess the adequacy of modeling assumptions. 

 

Code Compliance Assessment for Industrial Facility, Lynwood, CA 

Noise measurements were obtained for an industrial facility adjacent to a residential area where 

complaints about the facility’s truck noise had been received. The measurements were made in order to 

verify whether noise citations had been correctly issued.  
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I assume the commission will accept comments up to the 25th?

On Wed, May 4, 2022 at 10:12 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
Your department has the opportunity to save some face. You need to take it.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 6:19 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
Forthcoming is just pre justifying a decision. This has been going on for over 5 years
now.  Call it so I can move on.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 6:05 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
“Prerogative”? Lets call it abuse of discretion.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 5:51 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
The deadline for written comment was the 2nd? You have to extend that. Schedule a
meeting and go through the process.
Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 1:01 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Just trying to be as forthcoming as possible with that could happen Thursday.

 

It’s a courtesy that I’ve seen some chair’s extend when a member of the public
attends a meeting unaware that an item was being continued.

 

The decision whether to take public comment is ultimately the prerogative of the
meeting chairperson.

 

-Steve
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Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022
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From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 12:56 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

It’s either postponed or not. If someone can’t attend the meeting on the 19th they
can make a written comment like everyone else.  

-Arne

 

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a
screenshot below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project. 
There will be no discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this
Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on
the 19th and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them
to speak on the project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC
meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg
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Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

-Arne

 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit
modification project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at
their meeting next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that
the item be continued to May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested
continuance will help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and
decided during the 5/19 meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new
public hearing items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic
Aquafarms item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last
week’s meeting.  Based on attendance and participation during last week’s
meeting, I suspect this will take between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated
Negative Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a
weekend we will be accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when
commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use
permit modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by
the Clerk on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon
will be forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received
after the noon deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet
C <bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier
<ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft
Supplemental MND now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for
Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification
to their Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous
(individual) motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This
limit was applied as a condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental
review and are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning
Commission at their May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your
convenience below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the
ceqanet portal where you can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental
Mitigated Negative Declaration that has been prepared for the project.
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https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this
matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-
17561 (filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-
011-003, 030-021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-
003.   Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a
Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2)
motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt County
Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise
levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging
noise readings collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as
well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles
participating in racing events.  In their modification request, HCFA is seeking
authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be
consistent with common national testing standards for competition established
by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the proposal’s
effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below
the 63-decibel limit, even with the requested increase.   To help reduce event-
related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation of two (2) sound barriers
during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration
zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using
special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved
permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts
cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be
allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case
can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types
of motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited to): Tractor
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Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.

 



Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Wednesday, May 04, 2022 10:13:01 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Mr. Lazar,
Your department has the opportunity to save some face. You need to take it.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 6:19 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
Forthcoming is just pre justifying a decision. This has been going on for over 5 years now. 
Call it so I can move on.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 6:05 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
“Prerogative”? Lets call it abuse of discretion.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 5:51 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
The deadline for written comment was the 2nd? You have to extend that. Schedule a
meeting and go through the process.
Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 1:01 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Just trying to be as forthcoming as possible with that could happen Thursday.

 

It’s a courtesy that I’ve seen some chair’s extend when a member of the public attends
a meeting unaware that an item was being continued.

 

The decision whether to take public comment is ultimately the prerogative of the
meeting chairperson.

 

-Steve
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Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022






Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 12:56 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

It’s either postponed or not. If someone can’t attend the meeting on the 19th they can
make a written comment like everyone else.  

-Arne

 

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a
screenshot below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project.  There
will be no discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on
the 19th and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them to
speak on the project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC
meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care
when clicking links or opening attachments.

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg
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Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

-Arne

 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit
modification project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their
meeting next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item
be continued to May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested
continuance will help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided
during the 5/19 meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public
hearing items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic
Aquafarms item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last
week’s meeting.  Based on attendance and participation during last week’s
meeting, I suspect this will take between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated
Negative Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a
weekend we will be accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when
commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use
permit modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by
the Clerk on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will
be forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after
the noon deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact
me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741
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slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C
<bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier
<ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental
MND now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to
their Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous
(individual) motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit
was applied as a condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental
review and are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning
Commission at their May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your
convenience below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the
ceqanet portal where you can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental
Mitigated Negative Declaration that has been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this
matter.
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Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-
17561 (filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-
011-003, 030-021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-
003.   Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a
Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2)
motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt County
Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise
levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging
noise readings collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well
as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating
in racing events.  In their modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to
raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with
common national testing standards for competition established by the American
Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the proposal’s effect on composite
noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch Engineering and has determined
that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even with the
requested increase.  To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing:
1. creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by
temporarily placing tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof)
adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the
internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation.  Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course
of a single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An
additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by
electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle racing
exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited,
including (but not limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster
Trucks.

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7Cslazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Ca8f37a1f50a847b336c908da2df15694%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637872811811081018%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cDOML2cC%2FFu%2BdvS5S0BFvn5pLR6FrCy3QbUEv%2FuBXmY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 6:19:38 PM
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Mr. Lazar,
Forthcoming is just pre justifying a decision. This has been going on for over 5 years now. 
Call it so I can move on.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 6:05 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
“Prerogative”? Lets call it abuse of discretion.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 5:51 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
The deadline for written comment was the 2nd? You have to extend that. Schedule a
meeting and go through the process.
Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 1:01 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Just trying to be as forthcoming as possible with that could happen Thursday.

 

It’s a courtesy that I’ve seen some chair’s extend when a member of the public attends a
meeting unaware that an item was being continued.

 

The decision whether to take public comment is ultimately the prerogative of the
meeting chairperson.

 

-Steve

 

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 12:56 PM
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Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022
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clicking links or opening attachments.

To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

It’s either postponed or not. If someone can’t attend the meeting on the 19th they can
make a written comment like everyone else.  

-Arne

 

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a
screenshot below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project.  There
will be no discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on the
19th and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them to
speak on the project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC
meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


-Arne

 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification
project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their
meeting next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item
be continued to May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance
will help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19
meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public
hearing items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic
Aquafarms item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last
week’s meeting.  Based on attendance and participation during last week’s meeting,
I suspect this will take between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated
Negative Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend
we will be accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


 

Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when
commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use
permit modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the
Clerk on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will
be forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the
noon deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact
me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C
<bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier
<ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental
MND now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to
their Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous
(individual) motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit
was applied as a condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental
review and are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning
Commission at their May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your
convenience below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the
ceqanet portal where you can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated
Negative Declaration that has been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this
matter.

 

Steven Lazar
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Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-
17561 (filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-
011-003, 030-021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-
003.   Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a
Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle
racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds. The
approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels, including a 63-
decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected
during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events. 
In their modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel
motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing
standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association
(AMA).   Analysis of the proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been
performed by Whitchurch Engineering and has determined that composite noise
will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even with the requested increase.  To
help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation of two (2)
sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing tractor
trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle
acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands
using special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved
permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts cannot
last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if
all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total
amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports
events are prohibited, including (but not limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go
Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 6:05:41 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Mr. Lazar,
“Prerogative”? Lets call it abuse of discretion.
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 5:51 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
The deadline for written comment was the 2nd? You have to extend that. Schedule a
meeting and go through the process.
Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 1:01 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Just trying to be as forthcoming as possible with that could happen Thursday.

 

It’s a courtesy that I’ve seen some chair’s extend when a member of the public attends a
meeting unaware that an item was being continued.

 

The decision whether to take public comment is ultimately the prerogative of the meeting
chairperson.

 

-Steve

 

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 12:56 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg
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Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022






Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

Mr. Lazar,

It’s either postponed or not. If someone can’t attend the meeting on the 19th they can
make a written comment like everyone else.  

-Arne

 

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a
screenshot below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project.  There will
be no discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on the
19th and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them to speak
on the project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

-Arne

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification
project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their
meeting next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item be
continued to May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance
will help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19
meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public
hearing items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic Aquafarms
item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last week’s meeting. 
Based on attendance and participation during last week’s meeting, I suspect this will
take between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated
Negative Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend
we will be accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use permit
modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the
Clerk on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will be
forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the
noon deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
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To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C
<bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier
<ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental
MND now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to
their Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous
(individual) motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was
applied as a condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review
and are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at
their May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your
convenience below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet
portal where you can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative
Declaration that has been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561
(filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003,
030-021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.  Humboldt
County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit
which authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held
each year at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places
limitations on event-related noise levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite
noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour period
surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to
all motorcycles participating in racing events.  In their modification request, HCFA is
seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to
be consistent with common national testing standards for competition established by
the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the proposal’s effect on
composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch Engineering and has
determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even
with the requested increase.   To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now
proposing: 1. creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by
temporarily placing tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof)
adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal
wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease reverberation. 
Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day, and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can
be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can
the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of
motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4
Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 5:51:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Mr. Lazar,
The deadline for written comment was the 2nd? You have to extend that. Schedule a meeting
and go through the process.
Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 1:01 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Just trying to be as forthcoming as possible with that could happen Thursday.

 

It’s a courtesy that I’ve seen some chair’s extend when a member of the public attends a
meeting unaware that an item was being continued.

 

The decision whether to take public comment is ultimately the prerogative of the meeting
chairperson.

 

-Steve

 

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 12:56 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,
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Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022






It’s either postponed or not. If someone can’t attend the meeting on the 19th they can make a
written comment like everyone else.  

-Arne

 

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a
screenshot below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project.  There will be
no discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on the 19th

and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them to speak on the
project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

-Arne

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification
project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their
meeting next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item be
continued to May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance will
help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19
meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public
hearing items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic Aquafarms
item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last week’s meeting. 
Based on attendance and participation during last week’s meeting, I suspect this will
take between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated
Negative Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend we
will be accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use permit
modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the
Clerk on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will be
forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the noon
deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
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To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C
<bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier
<ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND
now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous
(individual) motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was
applied as a condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review
and are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at
their May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your
convenience below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet
portal where you can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative
Declaration that has been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561
(filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-
021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.   Humboldt
County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at
the Humboldt County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-
related noise levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by
averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as
well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in
racing events.  In their modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the
90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association
(AMA).   Analysis of the proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been
performed by Whitchurch Engineering and has determined that composite noise will
remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even with the requested increase.   To help
reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation of two (2) sound
barriers during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones;
and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials
designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs
within the course of a single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive
days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by
electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed
4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 12:56:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Mr. Lazar,
It’s either postponed or not. If someone can’t attend the meeting on the 19th they can make a
written comment like everyone else.  
-Arne

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a screenshot
below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project.  There will be no
discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on the 19th

and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them to speak on the
project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022






Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


-Arne

 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification
project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their meeting
next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item be continued to
May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance will
help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19 meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public hearing
items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic Aquafarms
item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last week’s meeting. 
Based on attendance and participation during last week’s meeting, I suspect this will take
between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative
Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend we will be
accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us


Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use permit
modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the Clerk
on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will be
forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the noon
deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
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To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C
<bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier <ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND
now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their
May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has
been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561
(filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-
021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.  Humboldt County
Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes
five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the
Humboldt County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related
noise levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise
readings collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.  In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).   Analysis of
the proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-
decibel limit, even with the requested increase.   To help reduce event-related noise,
HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events,
fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination
thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the
internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a
single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of
racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no
case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of
motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4
Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Tuesday, May 03, 2022 9:51:08 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you

On Tue, May 3, 2022 at 9:49 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

Attached is a copy of the Agenda for this week’s meeting.  I have also included a screenshot
below of the portion of the agenda relevant to the HCFA project.  There will be no
discussion of this item or action taken by the Commission this Thursday.

 

If a member of the public attending the meeting is unable to attend the meeting on the 19th

and wishes to provide public comment, the chair may elect to allow them to speak on the
project.  No other action will occur on this item at this week’s PC meeting.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C6241d99161a1470e2c0408da2d251d00%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637871934676045230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iv%2B8IPjmXIduW7UrUjE23JVldSP%2FQddbMWaw%2Fl8UGHw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

Humboldt County Fair Association: Conditional Use Permit Modification

Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed 12/29/2021)

Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001. 030-011-003. 030-021-003. 030-112-017.
030-112-020. 030-081-006. and 100-181-003.

Ferndale area

Humboldt County Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which
authorizes five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels. including a
63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings collected during a 24-hour
period surrounding each event. as well as a 90-decibel instantaneous noise limit applied to all
‘motorcycles participating in racing events. In their modification request. HCFA is seeking authorization
to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national
testing standards for competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).
Analysis of the proposal's effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit. even
with the requested increase. To help reduce event-related noise. HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation
of two (2) sound barriers during racing events. fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or
strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones: and 2. acoustic
treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation. Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day. and
concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all
the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles. but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited. including (but not
limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks. Go Carts. and Monster Trucks. As Lead Agency. the Humboldt
County Planning and Building Department has prepared and circulated for public review a draft
Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.

Recommendation: Continue to May 19, 2022






Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

 

From: Arne Petersen arwpetersen@gmail.com 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit
Modification - public hearing will be continued to 5/19 PC mtg

 

 

Mr. Lazar,

The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


-Arne

 

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification
project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their meeting
next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item be continued to
May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance will
help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19 meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public hearing
items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic Aquafarms
item.  This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last week’s meeting. 
Based on attendance and participation during last week’s meeting, I suspect this will take
between 30-60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative
Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend we will be
accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use permit
modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the Clerk
on or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will be
forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the noon
deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
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To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen
<arwpetersen@gmail.com>; jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C
<bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier <ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND
now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their
May 5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has
been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561
(filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-
021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.  Humboldt County
Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes
five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the
Humboldt County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related
noise levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise
readings collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.  In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).   Analysis of
the proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-
decibel limit, even with the requested increase.   To help reduce event-related noise,
HCFA is now proposing: 1. creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events,
fashioned by temporarily placing tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination
thereof) adjacent to motorcycle acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the
internal wall of the grandstands using special materials designed to decrease
reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a
single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of
racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no
case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of
motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4
Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Monday, May 02, 2022 7:57:17 PM

Mr. Lazar,
The paper says the 19th? I assume that there will be no discussion on the 5th? 
-Arne

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their meeting
next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item be continued to
May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance will
help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19 meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public hearing
items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic Aquafarms item. 
This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last week’s meeting.  Based on
attendance and participation during last week’s meeting, I suspect this will take between 30-
60 minutes.  

 

The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative
Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend we will be
accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.
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Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use permit
modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the Clerk on
or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will be
forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the noon
deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BStreet%2B%250D%250A%2BEureka%2C%2BCA%2B95501%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C5d98ec0ac123476a95cc08da2cb0a021%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637871434365834843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ai9MC0l3mldWxpSnDNLdOdsYMlX5UQky%2FZbZeP0y5M0%3D&reserved=0
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slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com>;
jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C <bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier <ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND
now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their May
5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has
been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fceqanet.opr.ca.gov%2F2022040045&data=05%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C5d98ec0ac123476a95cc08da2cb0a021%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637871434365834843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vJyMA4PP9GaqE%2F%2F1qOwE%2BEZa0n1qVha9aEGk84snOtc%3D&reserved=0


Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed
12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-021-003,
030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.   Humboldt County Fair
Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five
(5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels,
including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings
collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.   In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the
proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch Engineering
and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even
with the requested increase.  To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1.
creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing
tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle
acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using
special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each
"event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is
by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4
days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited
to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Planning Clerk; Lazar, Steve; Ford, John
Subject: PLN-2021-17561
Date: Thursday, April 28, 2022 1:57:08 PM
Attachments: Supplemental MND Response.docx

Please see attached comments concerning PLN-2021-17561.
Please include in the file all earlier comments I sent  to Mr.Lazar and Mr.Ford concerning this
topic.
-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Arne R.W. Petersen, MBA



April 21,2022

Humboldt County Planning Commission



RE: Motorsports at the Humboldt County Fairgrounds



Dear Commissioners:



This is in response to he Humboldt County Fair Association seeking a modification to their Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561. It is obvious the MND and supplemental MND are intended to circumvent CEQA and not comply with it. The MND is grossly insufficient and the mitigation methods are increasingly absurd.  I have summarized the reasons the modification cannot be made. If the modification is made in light of the facts I will be seeking a judicial remedy.



1. The original MND/Permit is invalid. The suggestion of raising any limit makes the MND little more than a declaration of noncompliance. What follows is from 2022 CEQA Statutes and Guidelines.

Chapter 2.6: General 

§ 21080. DIVISION APPLICATION TO DISCRETIONARY PROJECTS; NONAPPLICATION; 

NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS; ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PREPARATION

(g)  Nothing in this section shall preclude a project applicant or any other ntyperson from challenging, in an administrative or judicial proceeding, the legality of a condition of project approval imposed by the lead agency. If, however, any condition of project approval set aside by either an administrative body or court was necessary to avoid or lessen the likelihood of the occurrence of a significant effect on the environment, the lead agency’s approval of the negative declaration and project shall be invalid and a new environmental review process shall be conducted before the project can be reapproved, unless the lead agency substitutes a new condition that the lead agency finds, after holding a public hearing on the matter, is equivalent to, or more effective in, lessening or avoiding significant effects on the environment and that does not cause any potentially significant effect on the environment.



2. The original MND/ permit should have never have been approved as it directly conflicts with the General Welfare,Nuisance, General Plan Consistency, and Zoning Consistency Standards.The Project is contrary to the public health, morals, or welfare. The fair grounds is zoned City of Ferndale-Public Facility and in addition to the Counties Permit a Permit from the City of Ferndale must also be required. 

The MND states the county property is not subject to Ferndale’s noise ordinance claiming exemption under the superiority clause. (Lawyer vs.The City of Redding) They also claim exemption from the state coastal regulations because the property is located within Ferndale City Limits. I have consulted directly with the Coastal Commission and was told “the reason Ferndale is outside the Coastal Commission jurisdiction is that when the Commission was formed the City asserted that “the City does not need help protecting its resources and its General plan was deemed sufficient in doing so”. Logically, based on these two claims, the Humboldt County Fair Grounds is subject to Ferndale’s General Plan and thus in Ferndale’s Jurisdiction. Simplified: The Fair grounds is not an island outside of the law. Despite the clear jurisdiction being the City of Ferndale, the City refuses to take action to protect the community. Again this is the City of Ferndale’s officials way of allowing their associates to conduct environmentally unfriendly events rather than regulating them and protecting the community as it should.



The following is from the California-The Conditional Use Permit: Planners training series handbook.



It is often the case that local agencies follow a general set of standards in considering a conditional use permit. These standards are generally acceptable since it is a near impossibility to devise standards to cover all possible situations in which a use permit can be issued (Tustin Heights Association v. Board of . 

Supervisors (1959) 170 Cal.App.2d 619). There are several cases in which these standards have been up­ held.

General Welfare Standard:

"The establishment, maintenance or conducting of the use for which a use permit is sought will not, under the particular case, be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property or improvements in the neighborhood" (Hawkins v. County of Marin (1976) 54 Cal.App.3d 586).

Nuisance Standard:

"Any use found to be objectionable or incompatible with the character of the city and its environs due to noise, dust, odors or other undesirable characteristics may be prohibited"(Snow v. City of Garden Grove) (1961) Cal.App.2d 496).

General Plan Consistency Standard:

"Although use permits are not explicitly made subject to a· general plan meeting the requirement of state law, that condition is necessarily to be implied from the hierarchical relationship of land-use laws.

Thus, use permits are struck from the mold of the zoning law, the zone law must comply with the· adopted general plan, and the adopted general plan must conform with state law; the validity of the permit process derives from compliance with this hierarchy of planning laws (Neighborhood Action Group v. County o f Calaveras (1984) 156 Cal.App.3d 1176).

Zoning Consistency Standard:

"To obtain a use permit, the applicant must generally show that the contemplated use is compatible with the policies in terms of the zoning ordinances, and that such use would be essential or desirable to

 the public convenience or welfare, and will not impair the integrity character of the zoned district or be or be detrimental to the public health, safety, morals or welfare" (0 'Hagen v. Board of Zoning Adjustment (1971) 19 Cal.App.3d 151)



3. This modification to increase a noise limit is not minor as this supplemental MND suggest.DeciBell is a logarithmic scale. Without this understanding one might assume an increase from 90-99dB is a 10% increase.  It is in fact almost 10X Louder. 99dB will cause permanent hearing damage to anyone in the proximity to the motorcycle.



4.I live in close proximity to the racetrack and because of my condition the noise produced is a violation of my Civil Rights. I have an auditory processing Condition that meets the standard of a disability. By increasing the ambient noise in my neighborhood the Motorsport events are in direct violation of my rights under ADA. (Disability rights aspects of ambient noise for people with auditory disorders under the Americans with Disabilities Act, Daniel Fink, 174th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, Proceeding on Meetings on Acoustics, December 2017)



5. The mitigation methods described are insufficient in reducing the Environmental impact to a less than significant level.There are absolutely no specifications for any of the mitigation methods. Simply describing Hay Bale walls, noise monitoring, and special exhaust systems is beyond vague. Due to the shear ambiguity of the described mitigation this modification cannot be considered.



6. The HCFA have established grounds for revocation of the permit and not modification. County code outlines the grounds for revocation. First among these is the outright fraud concerning “Magic Mufflers.” 



14.1.1 The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud, material omissions or misstatements of fact. (Former Section INL#317-42(a); CZ#A315-25(A)(1))



The Following is from an email sent to me by Councilman Stephen Avis in early November of 2020. He sent this after meeting with Board President Andy Titus in which inevitably led to them sabotaging the Friends of Ferndale’s effort to stop motorcycle racing from happening in our community. 



"Andy Titus is asking the HCFA Board to approve seeking a continuation of our appeal, giving us time to work out details.  He agrees that qualified sound engineers are necessary for accuracy.



The County, Friends of Ferndale and the HCFA will discuss a way forward and seek approval from each group’s membership on the details of how to proceed including the need for an EIR instead of a mitigated negative declaration or significantly improved mitigation measures that prove effective. 



NOTE:  Motorcycles in the 2017 races had no mufflers of any sort.  It will be very interesting to actually hear how much noise reduction is possible with the proposed mitigation and with additional measures as appropriate. "



The HCFA now recognizes the mufflers required to reduce the CNEL to 63db do not exist. The emphasis and effort devoted to misleading our local representatives constitutes fraud and is grounds for revocation



14.1.2 The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute, Code section, law or regulations . (Former Section INL#317-42(c); CZ#A315-25(A)(2); Amended by Ord. 2214, 6/6/00



 It is in clear violation of Ferndale’s noise ordinance. They are modifying the permit to change a condition of approval.  



14.1.3 The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as to be a nuisance. (Former Section INL#317-42(d); CZ#A315-25(A)(3); Ord. 894, Sec. 6, 12/19/72; Amended by Ord. 1726, Sec. 5, 3/4/86



The noise and dust produced by motorsports are an obvious nuisance.





14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has ceased to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more. (Former Section INL#317-42(b); Amended by Ord. 2214, 6/6/00)





 Events have been delayed for well over a year and while the HCFA might suggest the pandemic was the reason discussion in their board meetings, holding the Fair despite the pandemic, and the suggestion of the delay being due to event organizers concerns over noise limit prove the delay was unrelated to the pandemic. This is grounds for revocation.



8. Changing a condition of approval, raising the limit, because they are unable to comply is not logical. The American Motorcycle Association does not set standards limiting noise in residential areas. The only standards to consider are those in Ferndale General plan based on the Noise Control Act of 1972. It doesn’t matter if they are unable to attract event organizers with the current noise limit. 



9. The HCFA has continually argued the need for addition revenue as justification to permit motorsports events. The HCFA does not need the money.After being gifted large sums of pandemic related funds the HCFA has close to $1 million in reserve. Regardless,  If motorcycle racing is the only way to preserve the fair than they need to close the doors. Furthermore, Due to the emphasis on revenue being the motivating factor the the superiority clause cannot be applied.



10. The motorsport community needs to realize they are not losing a track, they are just not gaining one.

There is no relevant history of motorsports in Ferndale. Under CEQA relevant history is in the last three years. It doesn’t matter that there were a few auto races in the 1950’s.



11. The HCFA and associates will say and do what ever they can to have this approved. Once approved they only need to monitor and annually report the results.This reporting is not intended to limit the noise produced but to allow the HCFA to exceed limits and take a continuous improvement approach.



12. In the original MND they claimed modern advance mufflers would reduce the exhaust noise of the average motorcycle 20 dB. These systems, they claimed, will further reduce the CNEL to 63 dB. Thus the impact on the local environment due to noise was deemed less than significant.  They claim have discovered recently “that no such exhaust system exist.” Further more, The motorcycles used in testing to establish the CNEL baseline had modern efficient mufflers. This claim of a significant reduction in noise due to the requirement of special exhaust systems is unfounded. Whittchurches CNEL calculations are incorrect. They suggested holding races earlier in the day to avoid the penalties applied in the evening hours. The calculation was still based on a 24hr. period. Their calculations must be ignored altogether.



13. The HCFA has proven that revenue is the priority and they completely disregard the Health/Safety/ Welfare of the community.The recent Fair was held during the height of the pandemic. They did not follow any of the Safety precaution they agreed to follow. 



The following is from a letter from Ferndale City Councilman Stephen Avis concerning the isssue.



“I am appalled that during a special meeting on Monday, the Humboldt County Fair Association

Board of Directors opted to hold a county fair in the face of a major health emergency. The

Delta variant pandemic is worse than the original version of COVID-19. Cases in Humboldt

County are exploding and much higher than last year at this time To encourage people to

gather as if all is “normal” is beyond belief.

It is selfish and reckless that this organization is endangering unvaccinated children just before

school goes back into session. It is terrifying to think what will happen in hospitals as this

presumed super spreader events draws to a close.

Outdoor events, held in July when caseloads were lower, still became super spreader events.

Now that the Delta variant is raging like a forest fire through the county, it is easy to see what

will happen.

Today’s TS headline indicates a 400% increase in cases. This will be multiplied with each day

that the fair is in operation. Our clinics and hospitals have limited capacity and staff will

become overwhelmed.

I call on the HCFA Board of Directors to proceed with aspects of the fair including horse racing

and Jr Livestock Auction without the public in attendance but cancel any activities that would

draw the public to the fairground. The risk to our schools, our children, the unvaccinated and

even those who are vaccinated is huge. I encourage public health officials and the Board of

Supervisors to evaluate the risks and do what they can to avoid a catastrophe.”



Fair Board President Andy Titus expressed his concerns that a fair during the pandemic would put the community at risk and “he wouldn’t be able to live with himself if someone died as a result of the fair.”

There were deaths in Ferndale due to infection related to the event.



The HCFA has shown little to no concern for the Health/ Safety /Wellbeing  of our community. The Counties support of the HCFA (and the associations gross negligence) demonstrates the county is at a minimum complicit.



14. The County has failed to adequately correspond with appropriate reviewing agencies. The major issues are noise/dust but the Air Resource board was not consulted.



15. Conditional use permits stem from police power. They are based on reducing impact on the surrounding community. The County of Humboldt uses MND’s and conditional use permits as a means of allowing noise pollution and not reducing it.

The County should not even consider a permit for a project that conflicts this severely with the California Environmental Quality Act. If the permit modification is approved and the County Supervisors continue to ignore their responsibility to protect the community legal action will be taken based on the reason’s cited here as well as all previous complaints made to the City of Ferndale, County planners, and the Board of Supervisors.



Deny the modification to avoid legal action,



-Arne R.W. Petersen

Mechanical Engineer, MBA





 











Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 Humboldt County Fair Association - Use Permit Modification - public hearing will be

continued to 5/19 PC mtg
Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2022 10:47:25 PM

Mr. Lazar,
I’m apparently the opposition? I’ve prepared a 3 page explanation as to why I think this whole
thing is illegal, unethical etc.
If the project moves forward I promise to make this expensive and embarrassing.
I will submit a comment but I am not interested in your hearing. I’ll do what it takes to
advance this to court. Let me know if I make any mistakes or If I do anything that might
interfere with my appeal and case. Actually I want deadlines and ext. I’m not going to listen to
the cheerleaders this time. I will give you a comment in a day or two.

Regards,
Arne R.W.Petersen 
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

On Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 11:06 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello Mr. Petersen-

 

I am following up to provide an important update on the HCFA permit modification project.

 

Though the project is scheduled to be heard by the Planning Commission at their meeting
next Thursday (5/5), the Fair Association have requested that the item be continued to
May 19th meeting.

 

As the Agenda for the 5/5 PC meeting is fairly impacted, the requested continuance will
help ensure sufficient time for the item to be heard and decided during the 5/19 meeting.

 

All items continued from the May 5th meeting will be heard ahead of new public hearing
items on the agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

HCFA’s CUP modification will likely not be heard until after the Nordic Aquafarms item. 
This item is a continuation of the public workshop from last week’s meeting.  Based on
attendance and participation during last week’s meeting, I suspect this will take between 30-
60 minutes.  

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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The 30-day deadline to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative
Declaration is Sunday May 1st.  However, since this occurs on a weekend we will be
accepting comments through Monday May 2nd.

 

Comments should be mailed or emailed to the Planning Commission clerk:

 

planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Planning & Building Department

attn: Planning Commission Clerk

3015 H Street

Eureka, CA 95501

 

Please make sure to reference the project ID (PLN-2021-17561) when commenting. 

 

Please note: you are also welcome to continue to submit comments on the use permit
modification after the May 2nd deadline.

 

Public Comments will be included in the Commissioners packets if received by the Clerk on
or before Wednesday May 11th. 

Public comments received by the Clerk before Wednesday May 18th at noon will be
forwarded to the Commission prior to the meeting.  Comments received after the noon
deadline will not be relayed.

 

If you have any questions about this information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

 

 

Steven Lazar
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Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Lazar, Steve 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Stephen Avis <ferndale1057@gmail.com>; Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com>;
jennifer raymond <vegicook@gmail.com>; Janet C <bunny.janet@gmail.com>
Cc: Nicholas R. Ghirelli <nghirelli@rwglaw.com>; Linda Javier <ljavier@rwglaw.com>
Subject: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND
now available for public review / PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th

 

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their May
5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has
been prepared for the project.

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Cbed6783ad86a4c49858008da2811658b%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637866352445122228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gzrcXJVEIpVu%2F6u4kX1CObz8bNLl9sk7F72%2BLQhNQrE%3D&reserved=0
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https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed
12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-021-003,
030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.   Humboldt County Fair
Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five
(5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels,
including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings
collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.   In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the
proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch Engineering
and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even
with the requested increase.  To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1.
creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing
tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle
acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using
special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each
"event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is
by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4
days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited
to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fceqanet.opr.ca.gov%2F2022040045&data=05%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Cbed6783ad86a4c49858008da2811658b%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637866352445122228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cqoy%2BHa7YGrAapacZad0HkTdT1%2F%2BYPOR4LA06AoWKgU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7Cbed6783ad86a4c49858008da2811658b%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637866352445122228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gzrcXJVEIpVu%2F6u4kX1CObz8bNLl9sk7F72%2BLQhNQrE%3D&reserved=0
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Mitigation?
Date: Monday, April 11, 2022 7:19:16 PM

Mr. Lazar,Ford,
Are you seriously suggesting that raising the noise limit is a mitigation method? You
submitted an MND?
Your whole argument is that “they are unable to attract event organizers.” What made you
think that you could move forward with that garbage logic?
You are wasting my time with nonsense. Come up with a better argument or pull the plug on
this damn project.
- Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve; Ford, John; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: More MND issues
Date: Friday, April 08, 2022 1:55:55 PM

Mr. Lazar,
Then there are the problems with Wittchurches noise study. 
 "The nature of calculating CNEL utilizes sound adjustment values for evening hours. By
shifting the time of racing to normal day time hours and ensuring racing does not proceed late
into the evening hours, CNEL can be reduced. Table 6 outlines the possible reduction in
CNEL based upon ceasing racing earlier in the evening."

Put Simply: Mathematically,  if they avoid the weighted penalty applied to the evening and
night hrs then they can't average over a 24hr period. Also,The 7pm-10pm weight factor is 5
and not 4.77. This is not a traffic study.
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer

3.2 Community Noise Equivalent Level
CNEL is a noise measurement system calculated using experimental dBA readings as opposed
to computer calculations as other measurement systems are. It is calculated as follows
(Caltrans, 2013).

 = 10 ∗ 10 [(24) ∑ 10((h)+)⁄10] =1
Where
CNEL = Community Noise Equivalent Level (dB)
Leq(h)i = Equivalent Noise level at the ith hour(dB)
Wi = Time weighting factor
[= 0 (7am-7pm), = 4.77 (7pm-10pm), = 10 (10pm to 7am)]
The CNEL is used as a metric to evaluate the normally experienced noise level by
receptors in a pre- determined location.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Further MND critique
Date: Friday, April 08, 2022 11:57:23 AM

Mr. Ford,
Raising the noise limit because they can’t stay bellow it is illogical as well. By this logic
everything can be permitted. The AMA does not set any standard and should not be
referenced.  The only limits that matter are set by the City of Ferndale and are based on actual
national standards. We are not going to have another hearing with Motorsport Cheerleaders
and Fair Board board members arguing they need revenue. The HCFA has more money than
ever ($900,000+). The Motorsport community needs to accept that they are not losing a track
and they are just not gaining one. Cancel the hearing and pull the plug so we can all get on
with our lives. There will never be motorsports at the HCF grounds again. I am 100 percent
committed to stopping this. The original MND is invalid along with any supplements. You
have an opportunity to get out of this mess and you need to take it. A hearing is pointless.

-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Ethical participation?
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2022 9:14:58 PM

Mr. Lazar,
It’s my understanding that you are somewhat of a motorsport enthusiast? That’s enough to
revoke the permit outright. That is a little bit of a conflict of interest.  
- Arne R.W. Petersen
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve; Ford, John; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Section 15162
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2022 5:47:09 PM

Mr. Lazar,I just reviewed Section 15162. Now I know why you are using the term "minor."
This MND and hearing to circumvent CEQA is preposterous. Pull the plug. End of story. I
have no interest in another hearing. I could care less what the motorcycle cheerleaders have to
say.-Arne R.W. Petersen
(a) The lead or responsible agency may choose to prepare a supplement to an EIR rather than a
subsequent EIR if: (1) Any of the conditions described in Section 15162 would require the
preparation of a subsequent EIR, and(2) Only minor additions or changes would be
necessary to make the previous EIR adequately apply to the project in the changed
situation.(b) The supplement to the EIR need contain only the information necessary to make
the previous EIR adequate for the project as revised.(c) A supplement to an EIR shall be given
the same kind of notice and public review as is given to a draft EIR under Section 15087.(d) A
supplement to an EIR may be circulated by itself without recirculating the previous draft or
final EIR.(e) When the agency decides whether to approve the project, the decision-making
body shall consider the previous EIR as revised by the supplemental EIR. A finding under
Section 15091 shall be made for each significant effect shown in the previous EIR as revised.

Cal. Code Regs. tit. 14 § 15163
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Minor??
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2022 3:49:23 PM

Mr. Lazar,
dB is a logarithmic scale. Raising the limit from 90 to 99 is not a 10 percent increase? 99 is
close to 10x louder. It’s misleading to say this is a minor change. 
Your evaluation of “less than significant” is fundamentally flawed as well as your
interpretation of CEQA guidelines. A hearing based on that MND is a ridiculous waste of time
and resources.
-Arne R.W. Petersen
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2022 1:53:16 PM

Mr. Ford,
"CEQA encourages lead agencies and applicants to modify their projects to avoid potentially
significant adverse impacts (CEQA Section 20180 [C] [2] and State CEQA Guidelines Section
15070[b] [2])."
Can you explain how raising the noise limit reduces the impact? There is no logic in the
modification MND. 
 
-Arne R.W. Petersen
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Invalid
Date: Thursday, April 07, 2022 11:56:12 AM

Mr. Ford,
The modification of (raising dB limit) clearly increases "the likelihood of the occurrence
of a significant effect on the environment." The MND is invalid. You don't need
to revoke the permit. You just have to explain it to the HCFA and we can be done
with this.
-Arne R.W. Petersen

Chapter 2.6: General 
§ 21080. DIVISION APPLICATION TO DISCRETIONARY PROJECTS; NONAPPLICATION; 
NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS; ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PREPARATION

(g)  Nothing in this section shall preclude a project applicant or any other person from challenging, in an
administrative or judicial proceeding, the legality of a condition of project approval imposed by the lead agency. If,
however, any condition of project approval set aside by either an administrative body or court was necessary to
avoid or lessen the likelihood of the occurrence of a significant effect on
the environment, the lead agency’s approval of the negative declaration
and project shall be invalid and a new environmental review process shall be conducted before the
project can be reapproved, unless the lead agency substitutes a new condition that the lead agency finds, after
holding a public hearing on the matter, is equivalent to, or more effective in, lessening or avoiding significant
effects on the environment and that does not cause any potentially significant effect on the environment.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: MND
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2022 3:24:28 PM

Mr. Lazar,
Your MND couldn't be more vague. Until the HCFA can provide a detailed plan of exactly
how they will reduce the CNEL to 63 dB the MND cannot be considered. 
The last noise study test was intrusive and supported evidence should be obtained by other
means. All this must proceed a hearing. Good Luck!
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Precede not proceed
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2022 3:24:27 PM

PRECEDE NOT PROCEED

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net; Caroline Titus
Subject: Before any Hearing
Date: Tuesday, April 05, 2022 12:45:16 PM

Mr. Ford,
Without a legitimate/equivalent substitute mitigation method a hearing is pointless and the permit is
invalid. Hay bales don't cut it. Besides you can't change a condition of approval (Raising dB limit)
because it will clearly have "a significant effect on the environment."  The following is from the 2022
CEQA Guidelines. The permit is invalid and the modification is not possible.
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

Chapter 2.6: General 
§ 21080. DIVISION APPLICATION TO DISCRETIONARY PROJECTS; NONAPPLICATION; 
NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS; ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PREPARATION

(g)  Nothing in this section shall preclude a project applicant or any other person from challenging, in an
administrative or judicial proceeding, the legality of a condition of project approval imposed by the lead agency. If,
however, any condition of project approval set aside by either an administrative body or court was necessary to
avoid or lessen the likelihood of the occurrence of a significant effect on the environment, the lead agency’s
approval of the negative declaration and project shall be invalid and a new environmental review process shall be
conducted before the project can be reapproved, unless the lead agency substitutes a new condition that the lead
agency finds, after holding a public hearing on the matter, is equivalent to, or more effective in, lessening or
avoiding significant effects on the environment and that does not cause any potentially significant effect on the
environment.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve; Ford, John
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND now available for public review /

PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th
Date: Monday, April 04, 2022 2:55:10 PM

Mr. Lazar, 
You understand "Hay Bales" in the acceleration zones will not reduce the noise impact down
to a less than significant level. This MND is pathetic. In spite of all the evidence you insist on
pushing this forward. This is an abuse of discretion. Your project approval is invalid. Your
study does not address any of the issues I've brought up. There are sufficient grounds to have a
revocation hearing which should proceed any discussion of modification. Without "Magic
Mufflers" this project is dead.
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer

On Fri, Apr 1, 2022 at 7:32 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
The Friends of Ferndale was a piece of shit organization designed by Stephen Avis. It no
longer exists. I was an officer. You will be dealing with me and only me.
- Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

On Fri, Apr 1, 2022 at 2:54 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their May
5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561
(filed 12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-
021-003, 030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.   Humboldt County
Fair Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes
five (5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the
Humboldt County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related
noise levels, including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise
readings collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.  In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).   Analysis of
the proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch
Engineering and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-
decibel limit, even with the requested increase.  To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA
is now proposing: 1. creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by
temporarily placing tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to
motorcycle acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the
grandstands using special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the
approved permit, each "event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts
cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if
all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount
of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year. Other types of motorsports events are
prohibited, including (but not limited to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fceqanet.opr.ca.gov%2F2022040045&data=04%7C01%7Cslazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C47e2161fc1484720294a08da1685c89b%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637847061093143620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=u7GybYrH2w59oUNqwxZFNZhnr4UZl9uy2B7YiN4WzBg%3D&reserved=0
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Monster Trucks.

 



Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Cc: Janet C; Linda Javier; Nicholas R. Ghirelli; Stephen Avis; jennifer raymond
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND now available for public review /

PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th
Date: Friday, April 01, 2022 7:32:17 PM

Mr. Lazar,
The Friends of Ferndale was a piece of shit organization designed by Stephen Avis. It no
longer exists. I was an officer. You will be dealing with me and only me.
- Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

On Fri, Apr 1, 2022 at 2:54 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their May
5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has
been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.
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Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed
12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-021-003,
030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.   Humboldt County Fair
Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five
(5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels,
including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings
collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.   In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the
proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch Engineering
and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even
with the requested increase.  To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1.
creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing
tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle
acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using
special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each
"event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is
by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4
days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited
to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=04%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C70a41216f1484324cc7e08da14510009%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637844635370833957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9PtYtmStejwVP3ftpFvdjnX8MSCp8q6C6NFF7LEXQQo%3D&reserved=0
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: PLN-2022-17561 HCFA Use Permit Modification - Draft Supplemental MND now available for public review /

PC mtg. scheduled for Thursday May 5th
Date: Friday, April 01, 2022 7:19:37 PM

Mr. Ford,
A hearing is flat out political suicide. Start considering your job as a whole. Did you see the
Lost Coast Outpost post. Stop!!!!  I’m embarrassed for you. The hearing is just more bullshit
on your part. I will send you the laundry list of complaints I have. The list will have all
appropriate numbering and such. Put in every comment I have made as an official complaint. 
-Arne R.W. Petersen

On Fri, Apr 1, 2022 at 2:54 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Hello everyone-

 

As you know, the Humboldt County Fair Association is seeking a modification to their
Conditional Use Permit.  The application ID is PLN-2022-17561.

 

The purpose of the modification request is to enable raising the instantaneous (individual)
motorcycle noise limit (from 90 decibels to 99 decibels).  This limit was applied as a
condition of approval and mitigation measure.

 

I am writing to let you know that we have completed our initial environmental review and
are scheduled to present the modification request to the Planning Commission at their May
5th meeting.

 

Attached you will find a copy of the public notice for the meeting.  For your convenience
below is a copy of the project description as well as a link to the ceqanet portal where you
can download a copy of the Draft Supplemental Mitigated Negative Declaration that has
been prepared for the project.

 

https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022040045

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.
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Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

Humboldt County Fair Association, Ferndale area, Case Number PLN-2022-17561 (filed
12/29/2021); Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 030-071-001, 030-011-003, 030-021-003,
030-112-017, 030-112-020, 030-081-006, and 100-181-003.   Humboldt County Fair
Association (HCFA) is seeking to modify a Conditional Use Permit which authorizes five
(5) concerts and two (2) motorcycle racing events to be held each year at the Humboldt
County Fairgrounds. The approved permit places limitations on event-related noise levels,
including a 63-decibel limit on composite noise measured by averaging noise readings
collected during a 24-hour period surrounding each event, as well as a 90-decibel
instantaneous noise limit applied to all motorcycles participating in racing events.   In their
modification request, HCFA is seeking authorization to raise the 90-decibel motorcycle
noise limit to 99 decibels to be consistent with common national testing standards for
competition established by the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA).  Analysis of the
proposal’s effect on composite noise levels has been performed by Whitchurch Engineering
and has determined that composite noise will remain at or below the 63-decibel limit, even
with the requested increase.  To help reduce event-related noise, HCFA is now proposing: 1.
creation of two (2) sound barriers during racing events, fashioned by temporarily placing
tractor trailers or strawbales (or some combination thereof) adjacent to motorcycle
acceleration zones; and 2. acoustic treatment of the internal wall of the grandstands using
special materials designed to decrease reverberation.   Under the approved permit, each
"event" occurs within the course of a single day, and concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days. An additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is
by electrical motorcycles, but in no case can the total amount of motorcycle racing exceed 4
days per year. Other types of motorsports events are prohibited, including (but not limited
to): Tractor Pulls, 4x4 Trucks, Go Carts, and Monster Trucks.
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Indemnification
Date: Tuesday, March 29, 2022 12:09:29 PM

Mr. Ford,
Please send me a copy of the indemnification agreement between the County and Fair Board.
Any such agreement is strange when you consider the County owns the property.
-Arne R.W. Petersen
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Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: RE: Transcient Occupancy Tax
Date: Monday, March 28, 2022 2:14:53 PM
Attachments: Malware Alert Text.txt
Importance: High

Arne Petersen
arwpetersen@gmail.com
www.gmail.com

I listened to the Fair Boards meeting and it was mentioned that they are?asking the
City help developing the campground. This would obviously be beneficial to
Ferndale(+TOT). As I mentioned in 2017 the City collects transient?occupancy for
Camping at the Fairgrounds and that this is a form of Enforcement.?The collection of
this Tax started when the Fair Board changed to a non-profit.?While?I realize I am
referencing the guidebook for counties, I assume the City of Ferndales Transient
occupancy tax is an ordinance also. The collection of this Tax started when the Fair
Board changed to a non-profit.?

Jay Parrish sent me the following-

After consultation with our counsel in 2017 and reaffirmed as to the current state of the law, cities and
counties are mutually exempt from each other?s land use regulations on property owned within the
territory of the other.?? It is the County that is responsible for enforcing its own land use regulations,
including any sound or other nuisance regulations.?

Quite, simply the Fair Board and City cannot have it both ways. Since the City is allowing the Fair
Board to hold?races, ignoring the noise ordinance, it should refund the tax collected so far and stop
taxing the campers. If City cannot tax the campers then it shouldn't be investing in development?on
County property or using any city resources.

What will it be?

Arne R.W. Petersen
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Malware was detected in one or more attachments included with this email message. 
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References

3003. TAX CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE?

County Tax Collectors' Reference Manual?

The authority to?levy?TOT is granted to the legislative bodies of both cities and counties by?Revenue and
Taxation Code section 7280. This manual section refers to only county TOT levy and collection. The authority to
collect TOT is generally granted to the county tax collector by the board of supervisors (board) by means of
an?ordinance. An ordinance passed by a board is specific to that county. Although similar, each county
ordinance may differ from others throughout the state.?

?
13102. DEFINITION OF OTHER LODGING?
"Other Lodging" includes but is not limited to:?
"Other Lodging" does not include (exempt):?

1. 1) ?A campsite, and?

2. 2) ?Space at a campground or recreational vehicle park.?

1. 1) ?Any facilities operated by a local government entity,?



Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments.

From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: 2022 CEQA Guidelines
Date: Thursday, March 24, 2022 3:09:17 PM

Mr. Ford,
This is from the 2022 CEQA Statutes and Guidelines. Your approval of the negative
declaration and project are invalid. Unless the HCFA can come up with a mitigation method
equivalent to "Magic Mufflers" this matter is closed.
-Arne R.W. Petersen

Chapter 2.6: General 
§ 21080. DIVISION APPLICATION TO DISCRETIONARY PROJECTS; NONAPPLICATION; 
NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS; ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT PREPARATION

(g)  Nothing in this section shall preclude a project applicant or any other person from challenging, in an
administrative or judicial proceeding, the legality of a condition of project approval imposed by the lead agency. If,
however, any condition of project approval set aside by either an administrative body or court was necessary to
avoid or lessen the likelihood of the occurrence of a significant effect on the environment, the lead agency’s
approval of the negative declaration and project shall be invalid and a new environmental review process shall be
conducted before the project can be reapproved, unless the lead agency substitutes a new condition that the lead
agency finds, after holding a public hearing on the matter, is equivalent to, or more effective in, lessening or
avoiding significant effects on the environment and that does not cause any potentially significant effect on the
environment. 

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:humcofair@frontiernet.net


From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: 312-17
Date: Monday, March 14, 2022 10:55:40 AM

Mr. Ford,

The permit does not meet the findings required for approval and was thus illegally issued. Are
you sure you want to open up this can of worms with a hearing?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

17.1  REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR ALL PERMITS

Unless waived by State law, the Hearing Officer may approve or conditionally approve an
application for a Special Permit, Use Permit, Coastal Development Permit, or Planned Unit
Development Permit only if all of the following findings, in addition to any applicable
findings in Sections 312-18 through 312-49, Supplemental Findings, are made: (Former
Section INL#317- 36, 317-40.7; CZ#A315-14; Ord. 946, Sec. 4, 10/2/73; Ord. 1726, Sec. 4,
3/4/86; Amended by Ord. 2214, 6/6/00)

17.1.1 The proposed development is in conformance with the County General Plan, Open
Space Plan, and the Open Space Action Program (CO-IM5); (Former Section INL#317-36(c),
317-40.7(3); CZ#A315-14(A); Ord. 946, Sec. 4, 10/2/73; Ord. 1726, Sec. 4, 3/4/86)

17.1.2 The proposed development is consistent with the purposes of the existing zone in
which the site is located, or when processed in conjunction with a zone reclassification, is
consistent with the purposes of the proposed zone; (Former Section INL#317-36(a), 317-
40.7(1); CZ#A315-14(B))

17.1.3 The proposed development conforms with all applicable standards and requirements of
these regulations; and (Former Section CZ#A315-14(C))

17.1.4 The proposed development and conditions under which it may be operated or
maintained will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare or materially
injurious to properties or improvements in the vicinity. (Former Section INL#317-36(b), 317-
40.7(2); CZ#A315-14(D))
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Appeal?
Date: Saturday, March 12, 2022 11:27:28 AM

Mr. Ford,
As I mentioned, last weeks Enterprise states... "Fair staff are appealing to the county planning
commission to amend the permit." It is far too late to appeal and amend. Initiate a revocation
of the permit.
-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: Proposed Hearing
Date: Friday, March 11, 2022 1:59:43 PM

Mr. Lazar,
I read the recent Enterprise article regarding the HCAF Motorcycle Racing committee
meeting. 1st, The Whitchurch noise study was flawed from the beginning. They based their
calculations on three random motorcycles all of which had efficient exhaust systems. The
Mitigation method of requiring special exhaust systems, reducing the calculated CNEL to less
than 63 dB, was based on data from motorcycles with efficient exhaust systems. Your
findings in the MND were based on this calculation.Without "Magic Mufflers" that will
reduce the calculated noise (by 20 dB), from data collected from already muffled exhaust
systems, your MND and Permit are invaled. 
Before any hearing a full EIR must be produced. It must be reviewed and approved by: All
relevant Health agencies (local and state), Air Resources Boards (Local and State), all
Environmental related agencies.... as it should have been before!
Before a County hearing they must first obtain a permit from The City of Ferndale (it's in
Ferndales jurisdiction.)  
You skipped a proper environmental review. They must start from Scratch as the permit is an
unsupported piece of garbage and approval constitutes an Abuse of Discretion by all local
officials.
Review the California Conditional Use Permit guide I provided and focus on the Nuisance and
Welfare standards. By ignoring these two standards your delegated authority is unbridled and
thus invaled.
Any decision made by your commission without resolving every issue with the permit will be
appealed to the board of Supervisors. When the Board rubber stamps it, once again, we will
sort all of this out in court.
There will not be any additional testing. Without a promising mitigation method testing is just
disruptive and pointless. Hay bail Walls are absurd and should not be suggested.
Remember we had an unpermitted event and it was clearly unacceptable.
We can go through this process again and again but the truth of the matter is Motorsports do
not fit with the character of the Victorian Village of Ferndale. Producing noise of this level
near my property is a violation of my civil rights. 
There will not be a compromise or balance as Mr. Silacci suggest. All HCFA events will be
100% compatible with the surrounding community.  The HCFA has no right  to infringe on
the Health, Safety, and Welfare of its Neighbors. This is not up for discussion in any Planning
Commission hearing. You and the HCFA should consider this "Project" dead in the water.
-Arne R.W. Petersen 
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net
Subject: CEQA
Date: Monday, March 07, 2022 12:16:06 PM

Mr. Ford,
Apparently, at the last Fair Board meeting Jim Rice asked if Fair Manager Silacci thought the
permit would have to go back through the California Environmental Quality review process.
You might need to explain to the Board that they circumvented CEQA with a Mitigated
Negative Declaration. Mention, the County is in all kinds of trouble over the misuse of MND's
and this permit is a shining example. There was never a legitimate review of any sort. There
was a bogus noise study provided by Whitchurch Engineering and an MND based on "Magic
Mufflers" which they now admit do not exist.
-Arne
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: More nonsense from the HCFA racing committee
Date: Monday, March 07, 2022 11:30:11 AM

Mr. Ford,
I understand the Fair Racing Committee will be having an informational meeting open to the
public. Although Mr. Silacci is trying to be upfront, open, and honest his predecessors were
not. Emails/conversations between Ms. Ziemer and board members show they wanted to keep
this modification out of the public eye. They were never forthright and I have no intention of
interacting with them further. They can say what they have to say at the revocation hearing.
Initiate the revocation process described in the code and we can all wash our hands of this
garbage. I will accept nothing else.
-Arne
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: ADA
Date: Friday, March 04, 2022 3:08:38 PM

Mr. Ford,
I sent Mr. Lazar a report concerning ambient noise and people with hearing disorders. I
mentioned Ferndale has an aging population with people that have such conditions. It’s not
just the older people with auditory processing conditions. I was born with one. I will not be
driven from my home so a bunch of assholes can ride around in a circle. 
-Arne 
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Friday, March 04, 2022 11:55:59 AM

Mr. Ford,
There is absolutely grounds for revocation.

14.1.1 The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud, material omissions or
misstatements of fact. (Former Section INL#317-42(a); CZ#A315-25(A)(1)) 

-The mufflers required to reduce the CNEL to 63db do not exist.

14.1.2 The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised contrary to the
terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute, Code section, law or
regulation. (Former Section INL#317-42(c); CZ#A315-25(A)(2); Amended by Ord. 2214,
6/6/00) 

-It is in violation of local code 

14.1.3 The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as to be a
nuisance. (Former Section INL#317-42(d); CZ#A315-25(A)(3); Ord. 894, Sec. 6, 12/19/72;
Amended by Ord. 1726, Sec. 5, 3/4/86)

-Obviously a nuisance

14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has ceased to exist or has
been suspended for one (1) year or more. (Former Section INL#317-42(b); Amended by
Ord. 2214, 6/6/00)

-It has been well over a year and Covid had nothing to do with it.

On Fri, Mar 4, 2022 at 10:16 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Ford,
Remember that they held an unpermitted event that created an obvious nuisance because of
noise and dust. The permit was issued because "magic mufflers" were going to solve the
problem. Based on the nuisance that has been demonstrated the permit must be revoked. 
Any hearing held will be about revocation of the permit. The Fair Board can argue their
case, to not revoke the permit, at such a hearing. This permit should have never been issued
and modification to allow an obvious nuisance is absolutely unacceptable. Organize a
revocation hearing. I will accept nothing else.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 6:59 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
Please review your Sept. 2021 correspondence with Mr. Ziemer. CNEL?
-Arne R.W. Petersen
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Mechanical Engineer, MBA

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 1:07 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Ford,
I just got through reading the Enterprize and Fair Manager Silacci is quoted saying,”Fair
staff are appealing to the county planning commission to amend the permit” and “the
expectation is that this is going to be a clerical change?” You may want to coordinate
with the Fair so you all use the term “Modification” instead of “Appeal.” Of course,
they believe it’s appeal (which it is) so you should just tell them the chance to appeal
has expired.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 10:03 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
If the hearing is about modification I expect the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisor to once again rubber stamp this “project.” I demand a revocation hearing
and if you are going to push this any further it will be in court. Stephen Avis will not
be interfering this time. Of course, the property is not in your jurisdiction to begin
with and Ferndale city officials will be joining us. They also deny responsibility.
Regardless of the Commissions actions, This will be sorted out and I am simply giving
you a heads up.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 9:44 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

It is entirely appropriate to raise your concerns with the Planning Commission when
the modification request is presented.  The Planning Commission has the authority
to initiate revocation proceedings should they feel it appropriate to do so. 

 

Though we have yet to target a specific date for the public hearing on the
modification, I suspect it will be in the next few months and will be sure to let you
know once it has been set.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:32 AM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

First of all, do not reference the AMA on anything as they do not set any standards.
The Fair Board chose not to have racing this year because the FB Manager thought
it would be too much to hold the Fair and a race meet. Covid had nothing to do with
it. They did however hold a irresponsible fair jeopardizing the community.

Second, You are effectively telling a citizen, the county can do whatever the hell
they want and there is nothing I can do about it. If this is the case let’s take this
garbage to Court! 

-Arne R.W.

 

 

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code
language referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:
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https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic),
events have yet to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events
being contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90
decibel individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90
decibels with extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the
increase because the limit is proving to be too restrictive to attract interest
amongst the even promoters they have been in touch with.  It is also inconsistent
with common American Motorcycle Association (AMA) noise limits applied at
other tracks throughout the state.  They are not seeking to raise the 24-hour noise
limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that is approved for the permit –this limit is based on
24-hour calculations where a 99-100db individual motorcycle noise limit is
expected.  It is appropriate that the Planning Commission be given a chance to
consider the permit modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds
for revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.

 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board
of Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:

 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud,
material omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been,
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in
violation of any statute, Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so
conducted as to be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted
has ceased to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the
Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the
Community Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John
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<JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare
or is a nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being
exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or
been suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property
for which a conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they
can be used or altered as to be used in conformity with the uses
permitted in the zone in which such property is located without
impairing the constitutional rights of any person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being
complied with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit
limitations” posed in your email yesterday.

 

mailto:JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This
information is derived from the conditions of approval and approved
operations plan for the project.  You can find this same information by
reviewing the Conditions of Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the
attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year. 
Each event shall occur within the course of a single day.  An
additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day
is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case shall the total of
motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may
be allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from
the end of the exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from
each bike must measure at or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for
motorcycle racing events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other
dust suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust
escaping from the racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each
event shall occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts
cannot last longer than 2 consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be
installed near the rear of the stage between the concert and
Arlington Avenue. The sound wall shall be of sufficient thickness
and height to insure it provides at least 20 decibels of noise
attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert
events is 73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The
engineer is responsible for working with event staff to ensure that
amplified music does not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise
limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to
ensure no light spillage on adjacent parcels.



A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and
submitted to the Land Use Division of Public Works for review
and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for
that year must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing
that events have been successfully operated in conformance with
all mitigation measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of
project approval.  The report must include a listing of all events
held, with dates, start/end times, number of tickets sold/attendance,
parking areas utilized, and event-specific noise measurements. 
Photographs must be provided documenting compliance with light
spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning
Commission on September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was
presented to the Board of Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020. 
After considering the matter, the Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the
Planning Commission’s approval of the permit.  The Board’s approval included
provisions for allowing an additional day of motorcycle racing if exclusively
featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was also encouragement to
provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto events. 
Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying
lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle
event.  The resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of
County Code clarifies that any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As
Director Ford noted in his response yesterday, any decision made by the
Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit modification request is
eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &



Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is
the expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Friday, March 04, 2022 10:16:21 AM

Mr. Ford,
Remember that they held an unpermitted event that created an obvious nuisance because of
noise and dust. The permit was issued because "magic mufflers" were going to solve the
problem. Based on the nuisance that has been demonstrated the permit must be revoked.  Any
hearing held will be about revocation of the permit. The Fair Board can argue their case, to not
revoke the permit, at such a hearing. This permit should have never been issued and
modification to allow an obvious nuisance is absolutely unacceptable. Organize a revocation
hearing. I will accept nothing else.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 6:59 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
Please review your Sept. 2021 correspondence with Mr. Ziemer. CNEL?
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 1:07 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Ford,
I just got through reading the Enterprize and Fair Manager Silacci is quoted saying,”Fair
staff are appealing to the county planning commission to amend the permit” and “the
expectation is that this is going to be a clerical change?” You may want to coordinate with
the Fair so you all use the term “Modification” instead of “Appeal.” Of course, they
believe it’s appeal (which it is) so you should just tell them the chance to appeal has
expired.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 10:03 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
If the hearing is about modification I expect the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisor to once again rubber stamp this “project.” I demand a revocation hearing and
if you are going to push this any further it will be in court. Stephen Avis will not be
interfering this time. Of course, the property is not in your jurisdiction to begin with and
Ferndale city officials will be joining us. They also deny responsibility. Regardless of
the Commissions actions, This will be sorted out and I am simply giving you a heads up.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 9:44 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

It is entirely appropriate to raise your concerns with the Planning Commission when
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the modification request is presented.  The Planning Commission has the authority to
initiate revocation proceedings should they feel it appropriate to do so. 

 

Though we have yet to target a specific date for the public hearing on the
modification, I suspect it will be in the next few months and will be sure to let you
know once it has been set.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:32 AM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

First of all, do not reference the AMA on anything as they do not set any standards.
The Fair Board chose not to have racing this year because the FB Manager thought it
would be too much to hold the Fair and a race meet. Covid had nothing to do with it.
They did however hold a irresponsible fair jeopardizing the community.

Second, You are effectively telling a citizen, the county can do whatever the hell they
want and there is nothing I can do about it. If this is the case let’s take this garbage to
Court! 

-Arne R.W.
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On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code
language referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events
have yet to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being
contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels
with extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because
the limit is proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even
promoters they have been in touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common
American Motorcycle Association (AMA) noise limits applied at other tracks
throughout the state.  They are not seeking to raise the 24-hour noise limit (CNEL -
63 decibels) that is approved for the permit –this limit is based on 24-hour
calculations where a 99-100db individual motorcycle noise limit is expected.  It is
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appropriate that the Planning Commission be given a chance to consider the permit
modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds
for revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.

 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:

 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud,
material omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been,
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in
violation of any statute, Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so
conducted as to be a nuisance.
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14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has
ceased to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the
Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the
Community Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John
<JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare
or is a nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being
exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or
been suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for
which a conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can
be used or altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted
in the zone in which such property is located without impairing the
constitutional rights of any person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being
complied with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?
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-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit
limitations” posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This
information is derived from the conditions of approval and approved
operations plan for the project.  You can find this same information by
reviewing the Conditions of Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached
Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year. 
Each event shall occur within the course of a single day.  An
additional day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is
by electrical motorcycles, but in no case shall the total of motorcycle
racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may
be allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from
the end of the exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from
each bike must measure at or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for
motorcycle racing events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other
dust suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust
escaping from the racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last
longer than 2 consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be
installed near the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington
Avenue. The sound wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to
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insure it provides at least 20 decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert
events is 73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The
engineer is responsible for working with event staff to ensure that
amplified music does not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise
limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure
no light spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and
submitted to the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and
approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that
year must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing
that events have been successfully operated in conformance with all
mitigation measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of
project approval.  The report must include a listing of all events held,
with dates, start/end times, number of tickets sold/attendance,
parking areas utilized, and event-specific noise measurements. 
Photographs must be provided documenting compliance with light
spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission
on September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to
the Board of Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After
considering the matter, the Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the
Planning Commission’s approval of the permit.  The Board’s approval included
provisions for allowing an additional day of motorcycle racing if exclusively
featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was also encouragement to
provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto events. 
Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying
lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle
event.  The resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County



Code clarifies that any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director
Ford noted in his response yesterday, any decision made by the Planning
Commission on the forthcoming permit modification request is eligible for appeal
to the Board of Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is
the expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2022 7:00:16 PM

Mr. Lazar,
Please review your Sept. 2021 correspondence with Mr. Ziemer. CNEL?
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 1:07 PM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Ford,
I just got through reading the Enterprize and Fair Manager Silacci is quoted saying,”Fair
staff are appealing to the county planning commission to amend the permit” and “the
expectation is that this is going to be a clerical change?” You may want to coordinate with
the Fair so you all use the term “Modification” instead of “Appeal.” Of course, they believe
it’s appeal (which it is) so you should just tell them the chance to appeal has expired.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 10:03 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
If the hearing is about modification I expect the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisor to once again rubber stamp this “project.” I demand a revocation hearing and if
you are going to push this any further it will be in court. Stephen Avis will not be
interfering this time. Of course, the property is not in your jurisdiction to begin with and
Ferndale city officials will be joining us. They also deny responsibility. Regardless of the
Commissions actions, This will be sorted out and I am simply giving you a heads up.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 9:44 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

It is entirely appropriate to raise your concerns with the Planning Commission when the
modification request is presented.  The Planning Commission has the authority to
initiate revocation proceedings should they feel it appropriate to do so. 

 

Though we have yet to target a specific date for the public hearing on the modification, I
suspect it will be in the next few months and will be sure to let you know once it has
been set.

 

Steven Lazar
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Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:32 AM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

First of all, do not reference the AMA on anything as they do not set any standards. The
Fair Board chose not to have racing this year because the FB Manager thought it would
be too much to hold the Fair and a race meet. Covid had nothing to do with it. They did
however hold a irresponsible fair jeopardizing the community.

Second, You are effectively telling a citizen, the county can do whatever the hell they
want and there is nothing I can do about it. If this is the case let’s take this garbage to
Court! 

-Arne R.W.

 

 

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code
language referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.
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The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events
have yet to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being
contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels
with extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because the
limit is proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even promoters
they have been in touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common American
Motorcycle Association (AMA) noise limits applied at other tracks throughout the
state.  They are not seeking to raise the 24-hour noise limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that
is approved for the permit –this limit is based on 24-hour calculations where a 99-
100db individual motorcycle noise limit is expected.  It is appropriate that the
Planning Commission be given a chance to consider the permit modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds for
revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner
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Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.

 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:

 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud,
material omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been,
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation
of any statute, Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so
conducted as to be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has
ceased to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the
Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the
Community Development Services Department.
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From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John
<JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or
is a nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being
exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for
which a conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can
be used or altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in
the zone in which such property is located without impairing the
constitutional rights of any person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being
complied with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit
limitations” posed in your email yesterday.
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Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This
information is derived from the conditions of approval and approved
operations plan for the project.  You can find this same information by
reviewing the Conditions of Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached
Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year. 
Each event shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional
day of racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical
motorcycles, but in no case shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed
4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be
allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end
of the exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike
must measure at or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle
racing events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other
dust suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust
escaping from the racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last
longer than 2 consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be
installed near the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington
Avenue. The sound wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to
insure it provides at least 20 decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert
events is 73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer
is responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified
music does not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure
no light spillage on adjacent parcels.



A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and
submitted to the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and
approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that
year must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing
that events have been successfully operated in conformance with all
mitigation measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of project
approval.  The report must include a listing of all events held, with
dates, start/end times, number of tickets sold/attendance, parking areas
utilized, and event-specific noise measurements.  Photographs must be
provided documenting compliance with light spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission
on September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the
Board of Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering
the matter, the Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning
Commission’s approval of the permit.  The Board’s approval included provisions
for allowing an additional day of motorcycle racing if exclusively featuring
electrically powered motorcycles.  There was also encouragement to provide a
special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto events.  Substitute
mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying lighting
performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The
resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies
that any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his
response yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the
forthcoming permit modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of
Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &



Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2022 1:07:21 PM

Mr. Ford,
I just got through reading the Enterprize and Fair Manager Silacci is quoted saying,”Fair staff
are appealing to the county planning commission to amend the permit” and “the expectation is
that this is going to be a clerical change?” You may want to coordinate with the Fair so you all
use the term “Modification” instead of “Appeal.” Of course, they believe it’s appeal (which it
is) so you should just tell them the chance to appeal has expired.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 10:03 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
If the hearing is about modification I expect the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisor to once again rubber stamp this “project.” I demand a revocation hearing and if
you are going to push this any further it will be in court. Stephen Avis will not be interfering
this time. Of course, the property is not in your jurisdiction to begin with and Ferndale city
officials will be joining us. They also deny responsibility. Regardless of the Commissions
actions, This will be sorted out and I am simply giving you a heads up.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 9:44 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

It is entirely appropriate to raise your concerns with the Planning Commission when the
modification request is presented.  The Planning Commission has the authority to initiate
revocation proceedings should they feel it appropriate to do so. 

 

Though we have yet to target a specific date for the public hearing on the modification, I
suspect it will be in the next few months and will be sure to let you know once it has been
set.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us
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3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:32 AM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

First of all, do not reference the AMA on anything as they do not set any standards. The
Fair Board chose not to have racing this year because the FB Manager thought it would be
too much to hold the Fair and a race meet. Covid had nothing to do with it. They did
however hold a irresponsible fair jeopardizing the community.

Second, You are effectively telling a citizen, the county can do whatever the hell they
want and there is nothing I can do about it. If this is the case let’s take this garbage to
Court! 

-Arne R.W.

 

 

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code language
referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=04%7C01%7Cslazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C86037f05265445964f7f08d9fd59cc39%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637819384407461781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Np19etDOs4hQBFFStvJL6J%2FFjVYKYR%2F2zAq1q87Hq8I%3D&reserved=0
mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flibrary.qcode.us%2Flib%2Fescondido_ca%2Fpub%2Fmunicipal_code%2Fitem%2Fchapter_33-article_61-division_1-sec_33_1207&data=04%7C01%7Cslazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C86037f05265445964f7f08d9fd59cc39%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637819384407461781%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=SrDRy5q8QRSMhBLOZ%2BghjllOrakIEGZy0C0XsGHfRhE%3D&reserved=0


https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events have
yet to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels with
extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because the limit
is proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even promoters they have
been in touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common American Motorcycle
Association (AMA) noise limits applied at other tracks throughout the state.  They are
not seeking to raise the 24-hour noise limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that is approved for
the permit –this limit is based on 24-hour calculations where a 99-100db individual
motorcycle noise limit is expected.  It is appropriate that the Planning Commission be
given a chance to consider the permit modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds for
revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741
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slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.

 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:

 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud,
material omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any
statute, Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted
as to be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has
ceased to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the Board
of Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the Community
Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John
<JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or is
a nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for
which a conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can be
used or altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in the
zone in which such property is located without impairing the constitutional
rights of any person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being
complied with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit
limitations” posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This
information is derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations
plan for the project.  You can find this same information by reviewing the
Conditions of Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval
Resolution.

 

mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each
event shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of
racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical
motorcycles, but in no case shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4
days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be
allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end
of the exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must
measure at or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle
racing events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from
the racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall
occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than
2 consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed
near the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The
sound wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides
at least 20 decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert
events is 73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer
is responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music
does not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no
light spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and
submitted to the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and
approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year



must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that
events have been successfully operated in conformance with all
mitigation measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of project
approval.  The report must include a listing of all events held, with dates,
start/end times, number of tickets sold/attendance, parking areas utilized,
and event-specific noise measurements.  Photographs must be provided
documenting compliance with light spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the
Board of Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the
matter, the Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s
approval of the permit.  The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an
additional day of motorcycle racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered
motorcycles.  There was also encouragement to provide a special all-electric race
“class” during conventional moto events.  Substitute mitigation measures were
included in the Board resolution clarifying lighting performance standards and the
allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The resolution is attached for your
reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies that any decision by the Board
on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his response yesterday, any decision
made by the Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit modification request is
eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2022 10:03:16 AM

Mr. Lazar,
If the hearing is about modification I expect the Planning Commission and Board of
Supervisor to once again rubber stamp this “project.” I demand a revocation hearing and if you
are going to push this any further it will be in court. Stephen Avis will not be interfering this
time. Of course, the property is not in your jurisdiction to begin with and Ferndale city
officials will be joining us. They also deny responsibility. Regardless of the Commissions
actions, This will be sorted out and I am simply giving you a heads up.
-Arne R.W.

On Thu, Mar 3, 2022 at 9:44 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

It is entirely appropriate to raise your concerns with the Planning Commission when the
modification request is presented.  The Planning Commission has the authority to initiate
revocation proceedings should they feel it appropriate to do so. 

 

Though we have yet to target a specific date for the public hearing on the modification, I
suspect it will be in the next few months and will be sure to let you know once it has been
set.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
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Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:32 AM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

First of all, do not reference the AMA on anything as they do not set any standards. The Fair
Board chose not to have racing this year because the FB Manager thought it would be too
much to hold the Fair and a race meet. Covid had nothing to do with it. They did however
hold a irresponsible fair jeopardizing the community.

Second, You are effectively telling a citizen, the county can do whatever the hell they want
and there is nothing I can do about it. If this is the case let’s take this garbage to Court! 

-Arne R.W.

 

 

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code language
referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, or Planning Division.
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There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been
exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events have
yet to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels with
extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because the limit is
proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even promoters they have been
in touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common American Motorcycle Association
(AMA) noise limits applied at other tracks throughout the state.  They are not seeking to
raise the 24-hour noise limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that is approved for the permit –this
limit is based on 24-hour calculations where a 99-100db individual motorcycle noise limit
is expected.  It is appropriate that the Planning Commission be given a chance to consider
the permit modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds for
revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.
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A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:

 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud,
material omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any
statute, Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as
to be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has
ceased to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the Board of
Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the Community
Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or is a
nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;
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 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for which
a conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can be used or
altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in the zone in
which such property is located without impairing the constitutional rights of
any person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being complied
with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit
limitations” posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This information
is derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations plan for the
project.  You can find this same information by reviewing the Conditions of
Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each
event shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of
racing can be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical
motorcycles, but in no case shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4
days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be
allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end of
the exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must
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measure at or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle
racing events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from
the racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall
occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed
near the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The
sound wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides
at least 20 decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert events
is 73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer is
responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music
does not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no
light spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and submitted
to the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year
must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that
events have been successfully operated in conformance with all mitigation
measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of project approval.  The
report must include a listing of all events held, with dates, start/end times,
number of tickets sold/attendance, parking areas utilized, and event-
specific noise measurements.  Photographs must be provided documenting
compliance with light spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 



 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the Board
of Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the matter,
the Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of
the permit.  The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an additional day of
motorcycle racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was
also encouragement to provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional
moto events.  Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution
clarifying lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle
event.  The resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code
clarifies that any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in
his response yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the
forthcoming permit modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of
Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?
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-Arne R.W. Petersen



From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:35:47 AM

Mr. Lazar,
I pulled up the Humboldt County code and it says the same thing?
-Arne R.W.

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code language
referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events have yet
to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels with
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extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because the limit is
proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even promoters they have been in
touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common American Motorcycle Association (AMA)
noise limits applied at other tracks throughout the state.  They are not seeking to raise the
24-hour noise limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that is approved for the permit –this limit is based
on 24-hour calculations where a 99-100db individual motorcycle noise limit is expected.  It
is appropriate that the Planning Commission be given a chance to consider the permit
modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds for
revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.
 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:
 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud, material
omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute,
Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as to
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be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has ceased
to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the Board of
Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the Community
Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or is a
nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for which a
conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can be used or
altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in the zone in which
such property is located without impairing the constitutional rights of any
person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being complied
with. 
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What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit limitations”
posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This information is
derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations plan for the
project.  You can find this same information by reviewing the Conditions of
Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of racing can
be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no
case shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be
allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end of the
exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must measure at
or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle racing
events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from the
racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall
occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed near
the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The sound
wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides at least 20
decibels of noise attenuation.
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The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert events is
73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer is
responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music does
not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no light
spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and submitted to
the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year
must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that
events have been successfully operated in conformance with all mitigation
measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of project approval.  The
report must include a listing of all events held, with dates, start/end times,
number of tickets sold/attendance, parking areas utilized, and event-specific
noise measurements.  Photographs must be provided documenting
compliance with light spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the Board of
Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the matter, the
Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of the
permit.  The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an additional day of
motorcycle racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was
also encouragement to provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto
events.  Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying
lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The
resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies that
any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his response
yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit
modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.

 



I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:32:14 AM

Mr. Lazar,
First of all, do not reference the AMA on anything as they do not set any standards. The Fair
Board chose not to have racing this year because the FB Manager thought it would be too
much to hold the Fair and a race meet. Covid had nothing to do with it. They did however hold
a irresponsible fair jeopardizing the community.
Second, You are effectively telling a citizen, the county can do whatever the hell they want
and there is nothing I can do about it. If this is the case let’s take this garbage to Court! 
-Arne R.W.

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code language
referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.
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Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events have yet
to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being contemplated. 

 

As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels with
extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because the limit is
proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even promoters they have been in
touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common American Motorcycle Association (AMA)
noise limits applied at other tracks throughout the state.  They are not seeking to raise the
24-hour noise limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that is approved for the permit –this limit is based
on 24-hour calculations where a 99-100db individual motorcycle noise limit is expected.  It
is appropriate that the Planning Commission be given a chance to consider the permit
modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds for
revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.
 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:
 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud, material
omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F3015%2BH%2BSt%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=04%7C01%7CSLazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C9b0439a8c9714456503708d9fd3bbff5%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637819255337383760%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EzyNl4vBduRxxZmJyfGoeJ4flKRv2Vw1kBN2USDanm0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute,
Code section, law or regulation.

 

14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as to
be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has ceased
to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the Board of
Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the Community
Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or is a
nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for which a
conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can be used or
altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in the zone in which
such property is located without impairing the constitutional rights of any
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person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being complied
with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit limitations”
posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This information is
derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations plan for the
project.  You can find this same information by reviewing the Conditions of
Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of racing can
be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no
case shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be
allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end of the
exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must measure at
or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle racing
events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from the
racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS
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A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall
occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed near
the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The sound
wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides at least 20
decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert events is
73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer is
responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music does
not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no light
spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and submitted to
the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year
must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that
events have been successfully operated in conformance with all mitigation
measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of project approval.  The
report must include a listing of all events held, with dates, start/end times,
number of tickets sold/attendance, parking areas utilized, and event-specific
noise measurements.  Photographs must be provided documenting
compliance with light spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the Board of
Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the matter, the
Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of the
permit.  The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an additional day of
motorcycle racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was
also encouragement to provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto
events.  Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying



lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The
resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies that
any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his response
yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit
modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Thursday, March 03, 2022 9:07:46 AM

Mr. Lazar,
Yes, it was from the City of Escondido. I have found
similar references elsewhere. Sadly Humboldt has no standards. Why do you think I started
with “common reasons?”
There are less than no grounds for modification. This is a Rex Boen sponsored unethical
project of which he and the planning commission can not afford further criticism. 
- Arne R.W.

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:16 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

There are no grounds for pursuing revocation at this time.

 

Findings and procedures for permit revocation vary by jurisdiction --the code language
referenced in your email appears to be from the City of Escondido.

 

The revocation provisions of Humboldt county code can be found here:

 

https://humboldt.county.codes/Code/312-14

 

I have also provided the salient provisions below for your immediate reference.

 

Revocation proceedings may only be initiated by the Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, or Planning Division.

 

There have been no violations of the Use Permit to date.  The permit has not been exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of approval.

 

Due to combination of factors (primarily the current COVID-19 pandemic), events have yet
to occur and HCFA has been keeping us abreast of all events being contemplated. 
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As you know, HCFA is seeking a modification to the permit to raise the 90 decibel
individual motorcycle noise limit.  While it remains possible to achieve 90 decibels with
extensive exhaust system treatments, they are requesting the increase because the limit is
proving to be too restrictive to attract interest amongst the even promoters they have been in
touch with.  It is also inconsistent with common American Motorcycle Association (AMA)
noise limits applied at other tracks throughout the state.  They are not seeking to raise the
24-hour noise limit (CNEL - 63 decibels) that is approved for the permit –this limit is based
on 24-hour calculations where a 99-100db individual motorcycle noise limit is expected.  It
is appropriate that the Planning Commission be given a chance to consider the permit
modification request.

 

For all of these reasons, neither the modification request nor its basis are grounds for
revocation of the permit.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

312-14         REVOCATION PROCEDURES

14.1     GROUNDS FOR REVOCATION.
 

A development permit or variance may be revoked or modified by the Board of
Supervisors after a Public Hearing, upon finding that:
 

14.1.1    The permit or variance was obtained or extended by fraud, material
omissions or misstatements of fact.

 

14.1.2    The permit or variance granted is being, or recently has been, exercised
contrary to the terms or conditions of such approval, or in violation of any statute,
Code section, law or regulation.
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14.1.3    The use for which the permit or variance was granted is so conducted as to
be a nuisance.

 

14.1.4    14.1.4 The use for which such permit or variance was granted has ceased
to exist or has been suspended for one (1) year or more.

 

14.2 PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings to revoke a development permit or variance may be initiated by the Board of
Supervisors, Planning Commission, or the Planning Division of the Community
Development Services Department.

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Lazar,

Common reasons for revoking a permit include:

 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or is a
nuisance;

 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;

 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being exercised;

 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;

 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for which a
conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can be used or
altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in the zone in which
such property is located without impairing the constitutional rights of any
person;

 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being complied
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with. 

 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit limitations”
posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This information is
derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations plan for the
project.  You can find this same information by reviewing the Conditions of
Approval found on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of racing can
be allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no
case shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be
allowed to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end of the
exhaust pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must measure at
or below 90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle racing
events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from the
racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall
occur within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed near
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the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The sound
wall shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides at least 20
decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert events is
73 decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer is
responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music does
not cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no light
spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and submitted to
the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year
must be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that
events have been successfully operated in conformance with all mitigation
measures, operational restrictions, and conditions of project approval.  The
report must include a listing of all events held, with dates, start/end times,
number of tickets sold/attendance, parking areas utilized, and event-specific
noise measurements.  Photographs must be provided documenting
compliance with light spillage restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the Board of
Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the matter, the
Board voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of the
permit.  The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an additional day of
motorcycle racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was
also encouragement to provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto
events.  Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying
lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The
resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies that
any decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his response
yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit



modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve; Ford, John
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 1:16:42 PM

Mr. Lazar,
Common reasons for revoking a permit include:
 (a)    That the use is detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare or is a
nuisance;
 (b)    That the conditional use permit was obtained by fraud;
 (c)    That the use for which the permit was granted is not being exercised;
 (d)    That the use for which the permit was granted has ceased or been
suspended for twelve (12) months or more;
 (e)    That the conditions of the improvements, if any, on a property for which a
conditional use permit has been issued, are such that they can be used or
altered as to be used in conformity with the uses permitted in the zone in which
such property is located without impairing the constitutional rights of any person;
 (f)    That the conditions of the conditional use permit are not being complied
with. 

What do I need to do to have this permit revoked?
-Arne R.W. Petersen

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit limitations”
posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This information is
derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations plan for the project. 
You can find this same information by reviewing the Conditions of Approval found
on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of racing can be
allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case
shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be allowed
to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end of the exhaust
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pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must measure at or below
90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle racing
events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from the
racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall occur
within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed near
the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The sound wall
shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides at least 20
decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert events is 73
decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer is
responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music does not
cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no light
spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and submitted to
the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year must
be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that events
have been successfully operated in conformance with all mitigation measures,
operational restrictions, and conditions of project approval.  The report must
include a listing of all events held, with dates, start/end times, number of tickets
sold/attendance, parking areas utilized, and event-specific noise measurements. 
Photographs must be provided documenting compliance with light spillage
restrictions.

 



The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the Board of
Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the matter, the Board
voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of the permit. 
The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an additional day of motorcycle
racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was also
encouragement to provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto
events.  Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying
lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The
resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies that any
decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his response
yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit
modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.

 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?
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-Arne R.W. Petersen



From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve; Ford, John
Subject: Re: limitations of a conditional use permit
Date: Wednesday, March 02, 2022 12:59:53 PM

Mr. Lazar,
As I mentioned to Mr. Ford, without "Magic Mufflers," your findings are unsupported
garbage. This makes the planning commission's decision unsupported garbage. This is by
definition an Abuse of Discretion. Modification of the permit is unethical and can not be
defended. If you need a Judge to explain this to you, that can be arranged. The following is
from your report:

For flat track racing, unmitigated CNEL values fall into the “clearly unacceptable”
range. Several potential mitigation measures are reviewed in the referenced noise study,
including limiting the number of riders that participate in a race, adjusting the evening hour at
which races stop, and requiring bikes to have new racing exhaust systems equipped. By
adhering to one or more of these mitigation measures, the CNEL values associated with these
events can be reduced to “normally unacceptable”. The largest reduction in resulting CNEL
values can be accomplished by requiring all riders outfit their motorcycles with special
exhaust system components designed to reduce sound. This typically involves use of
resonators, fiberglass insulation, and baffles. This measure is being included as an operational
restriction under the terms of the permit being requested and is reflected in Mitigation NOI-
2. NOI-3 requires that all riders implement exhaust system treatments and submit to noise
testing and verification before being allowed to compete in the races. 

NOI-2: During flat track racing events, racers may only use motorcycles which produce no
more than 90 decibels of noise when measured 20 inches from the end of the exhaust pipe. To
accomplish this, motorcycles shall be equipped with exhaust systems featuring sound
reduction components, including resonators/mufflers, fiberglass insulation, and baffles. 

NOI-3: During flat track racing events, noise from all participating motorcycles will be tested
and measured prior to allowing riders to use the track. Noise shall be measured using the
current testing procedure found in the 2020 American Flat Track Association Rulebook
(Appendix D). Noise from each motorcycle must be at or below 90 decibels. To best ensure all
riders are able to comply with this requirement to compete, event promoters and participants
shall be notified of the noise standard as early as possible in advance of the event. 

NOI-7: The calculated CNEL noise value shall not exceed 63 decibels during flat track
motorcycle racing events.During concerts, the calculated CNEL noise value shall not exceed
73 decibels. HCFA will monitor noise levels during concerts and racing events to ensure that
event- related noise levels remain at or below the following limits. Noise will be measured
from the locations used in the Noise Impact Study prepared by Whitchurch Engineering
(shown below). 

1. Findings: With Mitigation, the project would have a less than significant
impact on noise. 

3.     New racing exhaust systems (including full exhaust piping and mufflers) have been
designed to consider both power and noise limits set on race courses. There are several
measures that can be taken to reduce noise from the exhaust. These include, but are not limited
to repacking the exhaust, fitting a baffle, increasing the length of the muffler, installing a new
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exhaust system utilizing sound reduction components (resonators, fiberglass insulation,
baffles). The range of effectivity can vary from approximately 2dB – 20dB reduction per
motorcycle (NIET, 2017). These mitigations can vary in cost from approximately $9-$600 per
motorcycle. Expected reduction in CNEL of the low end and high end of mitigations are found
.....Full exhaust system 62.4 db 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 12:07 PM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:

Mr. Petersen-

 

Director Ford has asked me to assist with answering questions about “permit limitations”
posed in your email yesterday.

 

Below is a summary of the primary “limitations” of the permit.  This information is
derived from the conditions of approval and approved operations plan for the project. 
You can find this same information by reviewing the Conditions of Approval found
on pgs. 24-30 of the attached Board Approval Resolution.

 

FLAT TRACK RACING

A maximum of two (2) motorcycle events may be held each year.  Each event
shall occur within the course of a single day.  An additional day of racing can be
allowed if all the racing on that day is by electrical motorcycles, but in no case
shall the total of motorcycle racing exceed 4 days per year.
A noise test must be performed on all motorcycles before they may be allowed
to be used in a race.  Noise is measures 20 inches from the end of the exhaust
pipe.  To be eligible for racing, noise from each bike must measure at or below
90 decibels. 
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for motorcycle racing
events is 63 decibels.
Should racing be scheduled to occur on a windy day, water or other dust
suppressants must be used to control the potential for dust escaping from the
racetrack and fairgrounds.

 

CONCERTS

A maximum of five (5) concerts may be held each year.  Each event shall occur
within the course of a single day.  Concerts cannot last longer than 2
consecutive days.
During all concert events, a dense strawbale sound wall will be installed near
the rear of the stage between the concert and Arlington Avenue. The sound wall
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shall be of sufficient thickness and height to insure it provides at least 20
decibels of noise attenuation.
The 24-hour community noise equivalent level (CNEL) for concert events is 73
decibels.
A sound engineer must be used during all concert events.  The engineer is
responsible for working with event staff to ensure that amplified music does not
cause an exceedance of the CNEL noise limit.

 

ALL EVENTS

All events must be over by 10pm
Lighting must be directed towards the ground and shielded to ensure no light
spillage on adjacent parcels.
A comprehensive traffic management plan must be prepared and submitted to
the Land Use Division of Public Works for review and approval.

 

MONITORING/REPORTING

Each year by February 14th, a schedule of all events planned for that year must
be provided to the Planning & Building Department.
For five (5) years, HCFA must submit a monitoring report showing that events
have been successfully operated in conformance with all mitigation measures,
operational restrictions, and conditions of project approval.  The report must
include a listing of all events held, with dates, start/end times, number of tickets
sold/attendance, parking areas utilized, and event-specific noise measurements. 
Photographs must be provided documenting compliance with light spillage
restrictions.

 

The permit has no expiration date, and is not appealable. 

 

As you know, following approval of the Use Permit by the Planning Commission on
September 17, 2020, a timely appeal was filed.  The appeal was presented to the Board of
Supervisors at their meeting on November 10, 2020.  After considering the matter, the Board
voted to deny the appeal and uphold the Planning Commission’s approval of the permit. 
The Board’s approval included provisions for allowing an additional day of motorcycle
racing if exclusively featuring electrically powered motorcycles.  There was also
encouragement to provide a special all-electric race “class” during conventional moto
events.  Substitute mitigation measures were included in the Board resolution clarifying
lighting performance standards and the allowed duration of each motorcycle event.  The
resolution is attached for your reference.  Section 312-13.8 of County Code clarifies that any
decision by the Board on an appeal is final.  As Director Ford noted in his response
yesterday, any decision made by the Planning Commission on the forthcoming permit
modification request is eligible for appeal to the Board of Supervisors.



 

I hope this helps answer your questions.

 

Steven Lazar

Senior Planner

Humboldt County Planning &

Building Department

3015 H St. | Eureka, CA 95501

707/268-3741

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

 

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 8:57 AM
To: Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us>
Subject: limitations of a conditional use permit

 

Mr. Ford,

What exactly are the limitations for the HCAF conditional use permit? What is the
expiration date, appeal limitations, etc.?

-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: limitation of appeal/modification
Date: Sunday, February 27, 2022 12:12:51 PM

Mr. Ford,
The permit was granted conditionally.A request for modification of such a permit is an
appeal. Even if the permit has not expired the Fair Boards right to appeal/change has.
-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Date: Monday, February 21, 2022 12:13:28 PM

Mr. Lazar,
What was discussed in your meeting with HCFA Racing Committee on the 17th?
-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Subject: Yesterdays meeting with HCFA Racing Committee.
Date: Friday, February 18, 2022 9:15:55 AM

Mr. Lazar,
Can you give me a summary of the discussion you had with HCFA Racing Committee?
-Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; humcofair@frontiernet.net; bigtimespeedway@aol.com; racesteve5150@yahoo.com
Subject: Conditional Use Permit status
Date: Thursday, February 17, 2022 7:01:36 PM

Hello
 Big Time Speedway is advertising a confirmed date for a Humboldt half mile Motorsport
event. Is this presumptuous? Has the County given any indication, of the likelihood, of a
modification of the Fair Boards Conditional Use Permit? 

-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:humcofair@frontiernet.net
mailto:bigtimespeedway@aol.com
mailto:racesteve5150@yahoo.com


From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve
Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 9:13:30 AM

Mr. Ford,
There is a Ferndale City Council Meeting tonight. What is your current plan of action
concerning the HCFA Motorsport Conditional Use Permit? Again, what do I need to do to
have it revoked?
Regards,
Arne R.W. Petersen
Mechanical Engineer, MBA

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Ford, John; Lazar, Steve; Allison Jackson
Subject: HCFA Motorsports
Date: Wednesday, February 09, 2022 2:29:45 PM

Mr. Ford,

I just read this letter from Fair Manager Katherine Ziemer to the Fair Board. I'll give
Mr. Lazar points for creativity but using a "Statement of Substantial Compliance" is
ridiculous. The Modification they want to make, to the permit, is to raise the noise
limit. Substantial compliance means a level of compliance with state law and rules of
the Department such that any identified deficiencies pose a risk of no more than
negligible harm to the health or safety of residents. 

What steps do I need to take to have this permit revoked?

Regards,

Arne R.W. Petersen

The following is a letter from the last Fair Board Manager.

Hi: Last month Jay Russ asked for an appointment with Steve Lazar at the County Planning
Department regarding the Motorcycle CUP. Steve set up a zoom meeting on this topic and it
happened to be the date of our last Board Meeting. I was not able to attend the Zoom Meeting but
Jay came to the fair office for the Meeting and Glenn Z joined him to visited with Steve and he gave
them the details on how we need to revise our CUP to allow for Motorcycle Races in the Future.

The current CUP has a limit of 90 Decibels of noise per motorcycle and that limit is not attainable
from any motorcycle. The American Motorcycle Association has a blanket number of 96 decibel level
and this is standard all over the United States. Steve Lazar said the only way we could alter our
CUP was to apply for a “Statement of Substantial Compliance” which would cost $2,000 for the
application then we will need more Engineering Reports and a minor hearing to allow for this
change.

It will take between 4 to 6 months for the process. There is no way we can do this without public
knowledge so I wanted to tell the Executive Committee that we would be working on this issue and
we will need this change the CUP before we can book the Motorcycle event for next September. Of
course we may have opposition from the normal neighbors but I assumed we need to get started in
the process.

Jay Russ and the Santa Rosa motorcycle promotor guys from Santa Rosa realized this was a problem
last June and I suggested that we wait until after our August Fair and address it in the fall. Jay
contacted Steve in September and their meeting outlined what the fair needs to do moving forward.

I can pull this from today’s agenda – and put it on next months Executive Committee if you like. We
don’t need to vote on this at the full board but the Executive Committee should be aware of the

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:ajackson@harlandlaw.com


costs we will create moving forward. for today. THANKS, KZ

Humboldt County Fair

humcofair@frontiernet.net

707-786-9511

1250 5th Street
Ferndale CA 95536 https://www.humboldtcountyfair.org/

Please let me know your thoughts and if you want it removed

mailto:humcofair@frontiernet.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.humboldtcountyfair.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cslazar%40co.humboldt.ca.us%7C47365c5214074784628a08d9ec1baa36%7Cc00ae2b64fe844f198637b1adf4b27cb%7C0%7C0%7C637800425841186027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0qbjHiX5wqWuuP%2BN9QaLcKncePaG5wVYISiYSAFz%2FPI%3D&reserved=0


From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve; Ford, John; Johnson, Cliff; Planning Clerk
Subject: HCFA CUP Modification
Date: Thursday, January 20, 2022 10:30:23 AM

Hello,
I stopped by the Planning commission office the other day and was told the system was down.
It is my understanding the Humboldt County Fair Board is attempting to modify the
Conditional Use Permit for Motorcycle Racing. The modification is because the condition
requiring specialized exhaust to reduce the sound cannot be met.  "No such exhaust system
exists." Their  primary mitigation method has been proven ineffective in reducing the impact
on the community. 
1. What alternative mitigation method is suggested and how effective do you expect it to be? 
2. When is the hearing for the modification and when will I have the chance to be heard? 
3. What steps do I need to take to have this CUP revoked?

-Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Nuisance Standard?
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 1:39:40 PM

Can you clarify how the conditional use permit was even approved? It very clearly violates the
nuisance standard? The permit is therefore invalid.
https://opr.ca.gov/docs/theconditionalusepermit_071997.pdf
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: PRR- Motorcycle Racing
Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 12:30:05 PM

Mr. Lazar,
My most recent public records request produced nothing. Can I assume that you have taken no
action, talked with anyone, and the subject of motorcycle racing hasn’t come up since
December 23? If it has I want to know.

-Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: Humboldt County Fair CUP
Date: Friday, January 07, 2022 11:26:38 AM

Mr. Lazar,
In the MND you state the Fairgrounds is in the Counties Jurisdiction based on the
intergovernmental Supremacy Clause and sited Lawler vs The City of Redding. I think I’ve
disproven tha argument. Every map, description, etc shows the Fairgrounds is zoned Public
Facility Ferndale. In addition to motorsports they used this Bull Shit argument to hold the Fair
dispite public outcry.This zoning exception must also be addressed. Joana falsely states the
change will have no impact on the community. Sound waves 10x more powerful will
obviously compromise the Health,Safety,and Welfare of our population. 
This “Project” will continue no further.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen

On Wed, Jan 5, 2022 at 10:03 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
Can you explain to me why the only environmental reviews on the permit modification
application are Archeological Reviews: Bear River Band  and Wiyot Tribe
Cultural Department?  On the Notice of Completion filed on Ceqanet the
Project Issues listed are aesthetics, air quality, and Noise. The reviewing
agencies  listed (checked) on the NOC are Caltrans,Fish and Game,the
Native American Heritage Commission, the Office of Historic Preservation,
and the Department of Toxic Substance control. I made a public records
request for all documents to and from the 40+ agencencies listed on the
original permit application and nothing was produced. Explain to me why
the least relevant reviewing agencies were selected and why the most
obviously important agency, The California Air Resource Board, was
overlooked? Overlooked even though it is the very first agency listed on
every document? I've looked at other controversial projects and most if not
all agencies listed were consulted (checked)
I look forward to your response,
-Arne R.W. Petersen

On Tue, Jan 4, 2022 at 9:15 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:
Hello Mr. Petersen-

We are working with the Fair Board to present a permit modification to the Planning
Commission, not revocation as you suggest.

I encourage you to consider contacting me via phone to further discuss the changes to the
permit being sought and learn why revocation is not appropriate at this time.  I would
appreciate the opportunity to explain the basis for this request so there is no
misunderstanding.  I have found that live conversation is a more efficient and effective
way to discuss matters of controversy and sensitivity. 

If you are uncomfortable speaking with me over the phone or in person, I will do what I
can to answer your questions via email.

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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-Steve

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022, 8:52 AM
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Humboldt County Fair CUP

Mr.Lazar,
I assume that steps are being taken to revoke the permit and Fair Board contract.
False claims on a permit application is cause enough.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com


From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Ethics
Date: Wednesday, January 05, 2022 11:59:15 AM

The Following is from an email sent to me by Councilman Stephen Avis in early November of 
last year. He sent this after meeting with Board President Andy Titus in which inevitably led to 
them sabotaging the Friends of Ferndales effort to stop motorcycle racing from happening in 
our community. 

"Andy Titus is asking the HCFA Board to approve seeking a continuation of our appeal, giving 
us time to work out details.  He agrees that qualified sound engineers are necessary for 
accuracy.

The County, Friends of Ferndale and the HCFA will discuss a way forward and seek approval 
from each group’s membership on the details of how to proceed including the need for an EIR 
instead of a mitigated negative declaration or significantly improved mitigation measures that 
prove effective. 

NOTE:  Motorcycles in the 2017 races had no mufflers of any sort.  It will be very interesting to 
actually hear how much noise reduction is possible with the proposed mitigation and with 
additional measures as appropriate. "

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: Humboldt County Fair CUP
Date: Wednesday, January 05, 2022 10:04:02 AM

Mr. Lazar,
Can you explain to me why the only environmental reviews on the permit modification
application are Archeological Reviews: Bear River Band  and Wiyot Tribe Cultural
Department?  On the Notice of Completion filed on Ceqanet the Project
Issues listed are aesthetics, air quality, and Noise. The reviewing agencies
 listed (checked) on the NOC are Caltrans,Fish and Game,the Native
American Heritage Commission, the Office of Historic Preservation, and the
Department of Toxic Substance control. I made a public records request for all
documents to and from the 40+ agencencies listed on the original permit
application and nothing was produced. Explain to me why the least relevant
reviewing agencies were selected and why the most obviously important
agency, The California Air Resource Board, was overlooked? Overlooked
even though it is the very first agency listed on every document? I've looked
at other controversial projects and most if not all agencies listed were
consulted (checked)
I look forward to your response,
-Arne R.W. Petersen

On Tue, Jan 4, 2022 at 9:15 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:
Hello Mr. Petersen-

We are working with the Fair Board to present a permit modification to the Planning
Commission, not revocation as you suggest.

I encourage you to consider contacting me via phone to further discuss the changes to the
permit being sought and learn why revocation is not appropriate at this time.  I would
appreciate the opportunity to explain the basis for this request so there is no
misunderstanding.  I have found that live conversation is a more efficient and effective way
to discuss matters of controversy and sensitivity. 

If you are uncomfortable speaking with me over the phone or in person, I will do what I can
to answer your questions via email.

-Steve

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022, 8:52 AM
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Humboldt County Fair CUP

Mr.Lazar,
I assume that steps are being taken to revoke the permit and Fair Board contract.
False claims on a permit application is cause enough.
Sincerely,

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
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Arne R.W. Petersen



From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: Humboldt County Fair CUP
Date: Tuesday, January 04, 2022 5:59:23 PM

I’m not asking for revocation of that permit. I am giving you the opportunity. I’m giving you
the opportunity to limit the damages incurred  This needs to be over.
-Arne

On Tue, Jan 4, 2022 at 11:03 AM Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com> wrote:
Mr. Lazar,
All correspondence will be through email as I want to document everything. The discussion
is over. The CUP is based on a mitigated negative declaration. The Mitigation method was
to require exhaust systems that would reduce the noise down to a reasonable level. Joana
Redoni has made it perfectly clear that no such exhaust system exist The County is already
in trouble for misusing MNDs and in this particular case there was no real environmental
review. This Farce is over. 
Revocation is not a suggestion. I will not compromise with my rights.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen

On Tue, Jan 4, 2022 at 9:15 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:
Hello Mr. Petersen-

We are working with the Fair Board to present a permit modification to the Planning
Commission, not revocation as you suggest.

I encourage you to consider contacting me via phone to further discuss the changes to the
permit being sought and learn why revocation is not appropriate at this time.  I would
appreciate the opportunity to explain the basis for this request so there is no
misunderstanding.  I have found that live conversation is a more efficient and effective
way to discuss matters of controversy and sensitivity. 

If you are uncomfortable speaking with me over the phone or in person, I will do what I
can to answer your questions via email.

-Steve

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022, 8:52 AM
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Humboldt County Fair CUP

Mr.Lazar,
I assume that steps are being taken to revoke the permit and Fair Board contract.
False claims on a permit application is cause enough.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen
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mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com


From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Re: Humboldt County Fair CUP
Date: Tuesday, January 04, 2022 11:04:03 AM

Mr. Lazar,
All correspondence will be through email as I want to document everything. The discussion is
over. The CUP is based on a mitigated negative declaration. The Mitigation method was to
require exhaust systems that would reduce the noise down to a reasonable level. Joana Redoni
has made it perfectly clear that no such exhaust system exist The County is already in trouble
for misusing MNDs and in this particular case there was no real environmental review. This
Farce is over. 
Revocation is not a suggestion. I will not compromise with my rights.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen

On Tue, Jan 4, 2022 at 9:15 AM Lazar, Steve <SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us> wrote:
Hello Mr. Petersen-

We are working with the Fair Board to present a permit modification to the Planning
Commission, not revocation as you suggest.

I encourage you to consider contacting me via phone to further discuss the changes to the
permit being sought and learn why revocation is not appropriate at this time.  I would
appreciate the opportunity to explain the basis for this request so there is no
misunderstanding.  I have found that live conversation is a more efficient and effective way
to discuss matters of controversy and sensitivity. 

If you are uncomfortable speaking with me over the phone or in person, I will do what I can
to answer your questions via email.

-Steve

From: Arne Petersen <arwpetersen@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022, 8:52 AM
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Humboldt County Fair CUP

Mr.Lazar,
I assume that steps are being taken to revoke the permit and Fair Board contract.
False claims on a permit application is cause enough.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen
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From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: Humboldt County Fair CUP
Date: Tuesday, January 04, 2022 8:52:53 AM

Mr.Lazar,
I assume that steps are being taken to revoke the permit and Fair Board contract.
False claims on a permit application is cause enough.
Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen

mailto:arwpetersen@gmail.com
mailto:SLazar@co.humboldt.ca.us


From: Arne Petersen
To: Lazar, Steve
Subject: HCFA- conditional use permit motorsports
Date: Thursday, December 30, 2021 1:02:30 PM

Mr. Lazar,

It is my understanding the Fairboard has contacted you regarding revising their CUP for
Motorsports. I am writing to raise a formal objection and express my absolute disgust for you
and the county pushing such a ridiculous project through. I have never considered the permit
to be valid as the Fairgrounds has always been in the City of Ferndales Jurisdiction. The
Fairboard has spelled out that their Mitigation methods were Bull Shit and the permit is
probably the best example of the Counties abusive use of a Mitigated Negative Declaration.
Based on Your Notice of Completion there was no real environmental review of any sort. The
County really has no choice but to revoke this permit and should retract the Fairboards
Contract. You have all wasted my time and after rereading your study I think you should be
nothing but embarrassed.

Sincerely,
Arne R.W. Petersen
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