Date: October 11, 2017

To: Board of Supervisors

From: Connie Beck, Director Mg ‘PX [hﬂﬂif, B

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

AGENDA ITEM NO.

vy

For the meeting of: October 24, 2017

Department of Health and Human Services — Public Health

Subject: Introduction of Ordinance Repealing Sections 612-3 and 615-7; Amending Sections 611-1
through 611-6, 611-11, 611-12, 612-1, 612-2, 612-4 through 612-8, 613-1, 613-3 through 613-5,
614-1, 615-1 through 615-5, 615-8, 615-9, 616-1 through 616-6; adding sections 613-4 and 617-
1 Relating to Sewage and Onsite Wastewater Treatment and Sewage Cleaning to Title VI of the

Humboldt County Code

RECOMMENDATION(S):

That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Introduce the attached ordinance by title and waive the first reading;

2. Set the ordinance for adoption on November 7, 2017, or at least one (1) week away from the date of

this hearing;

3. Direct the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors to publish the pre-adoption summary of the ordinance
and to post a certified copy of the full text of the ordinance in the office of the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors at least five (5) days prior to the Board of Supervisors meeting at which the ordinance
will be adopted [Government Code Section 25124(b)(1)];

4. Direct the Clerk of the Board, within fifteen (15) days after adoption of the ordinance, to publish a
post-adoption summary of the ordinance with the names of the Supervisors voting for and against
the ordinance and to post in the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors a certified copy of

the full text of the adopted ordinance along with th
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CAO Approval
REVIEW:
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TYPE OF ITEM: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT b
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PREVIOUS ACTION/REFERRAL:
Board Order No.____
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and carried by those members present, the Board hereby approves the
recommended action contained in this Board report.

Dated: !O/é¢ AED/?

By:
Kathy Hayes, C| the




against the Ordinance [Government Code Section 25124(b)(1)]; and

5. Direct the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to file the attached Notice of
Exemption with the Humboldt County Clerk in accordance with the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act.

SOURCE OF FUNDING:

Public Health Fund,

DISCUSSION: .

Over half of Humboldt County homes are in areas not served by centralized wastewater treatment systems;
thus, they depend on onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS), formerly called septic or sewage
disposal systems, for the treatment of domestic wastewater. The California Legislature passed Assembly
Bill 885 in 2000, mandating the California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to adopt state-
wide standards governing the permitting and operation of OWTS. The SWRCB, after more than a decade
of substantial public input, adopted the Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation, and

" Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS Policy) which became effective on May 13,
2013.

At the October 7, 2014 meeting, your Board authorized DHHS to proceed with development of a Local
Agency Management Program (LAMP) as a method of complying with the OWTS Policy. Two public
informational meetings and seven meetings with stakeholder working group members were held in 2015.
DHHS presented an update to your Board on December 8, 2015 and at that time notified your Board that
changes to the Humboldt County Code (HCC) would be necessary to make the code more clear and correct
and to become compliant with the OWTS Policy.

In January of 2016 DHHS released for 60-day public comment a draft LAMP, which included the draft
Humboldt County Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Regulations and Technical Manual (RTM) (which
replaces the Humboldt County Sewage Disposal Regulations) as Appendix 1 and proposed changes to the
Humboldt County Code (HCC) Title VI, Divisions 1 and 2 as Appendix 2.

On April 19, 2016 the draft LAMP including its appendices was presented to your Board and approved for
submittal to the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB) for review and
comment. The NCRWQCB tentatively approved the draft LAMP in May, 2017 contingent upon DHHS’
consideration of its recommendations. Upon adoption by your Board, NCRWQCB staff will recommend
Humboldt County’s LAMP to its executive board for approval.

While there are many small changes proposed to the Code, they are necessary to replace out of date,
erroneous, or confusing language that currently exists. In addition, updates to the Code are necessary to
reflect that the OWTS Policy is the state standard with which Humboldt County must comply with respect
to onsite wastewater siting, design, operatlon and maintenance. Lastly, as the final LAMP cites specific
sections of the Humboldt County Code as it is presented in the proposed ordinance before you, DHHS
recommends that your Board adopt the proposed ordinance before it adopts the final LAMP for
implementation in Humboldt County.

Additional Considerations:

The proposed ordinance currently before your Board is considered a project under the California
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA™). This project is categorically exempt from environmental review
pursuant to Section 15308 — “Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment”. A
Notice of Exemption is attached hereto as Attachment 4.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Adoption of the ordinance as set forth in the proposed amendment will not have a financial impact.

Today’s recommended actions support the Board’s Strategic Framework by creating opportunities for
improved safety and health and seeking to more efficiently enforce the Hlumboldt County Code and other
local and state laws and regulations. ‘

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:

Your Board may choose not to revise the existing portions of the Humboldt County Code pertaining to
Sewage and Onsite Wastewater Treatment and Sewage Cleaning. This alternative is not recommended
since doing so will leave erroneous, outdated, and confusing language in the Code, will limit efficient
enforcement, and will delay Humboldt County’s compliance with the state OWTS Policy.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance Repealing Sections 612-3 and 615-7; Amending Sections 611-1 through 611-6,
611-11,611-12, 612-1, 612-2, 612-4 through 612-8, 613-1, 613-3 through 613-5, 614-1, 615-1
through 615-5, 615-8, 615-9, 616-1 through 616-6; adding sections 613-4 and 617-1 Relating to
Sewage and Onsite Wastewater Treatment and Sewage Cleaning to Title VI of the Humboldt
County Code

2. Pre-Adoption Summary of the Proposed Ordinance
3. Post-Adoption Summary of the Proposed Ordinance

4. Notice of Exemption under California Environmental Quality Act



ATTACHMENT 1

Proposed Ordinance Repealing Sections 612-3 and 615-7; Amending Sections
611-1 through 611-6, 611-11, 611-12, 612-1, 612-2, 612-4 through 612-8,
613-1, 613-3 through 613-5, 614-1, 615-1 through 615-5, 615-8, 615-9, 616-
1 through 616-6; adding sections 613-4 and 617-1 Relating to Sewage and
Onsite Wastewater Treatment and Sewage Cleaning to Title VI of the
Humboldt County Code



ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT REPEALING SECTIONS 612-3 AND 615-7;
AMENDING SECTIONS 611-1 THROUGH 611-6, 611- 11,611-12, 612-1
612-2, 612-4 THROUGH 612-8, 613-1, 613-3 THROUGH 613-5, 614-1, 615-1
- THROUGH 615-5, 615-8, 615-9, 616-1 THROUGH 616-6, 621-1 THROUGH
621-5, 621-7; AND ADDING SECTIONS 613-4 AND 617-1 RELATING TO
SEWAGE AND ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT AND SEWAGE CLEANING
TO TITLE VI OF THE HUMBOLDT COUNTY CODE

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Humboldt ordains as follows:

SECﬁON 1. Sections 611-1 through 611-6, 611-11 and 611-12 of Chapter 1'of
Division 1 c;f Title VI of the Humboldt County Code are amended as shown on the
attached pages.

SECTION 2. -Sections 612-1, 612-2 and 612-4 through 612-8 of Chapter 2 of
Division 1 of Title VI of the Humboldt County Code are amended as shown on the
attached pages. ‘.

SECTION 3.  Section 612-3 of Chapter 2 of Division 1- of Title VI of the
Humboldt County Code is repealed as shown on the attached page.

SECTION 4. Sections 613-1, and 613-3 through 613-5 of Chapter 3 of
Division 1 of Title VI of the Humboldt County Code are amended as shown on. the
attached pages.

SECTION 5. Section 613-4 of Chapter 3 6f Division 1 of Title VI of the
Humboldt County Code is added as shown on the attached page.

SECﬁON 6. Section 614-1 of Chapter 4 of Division 1 of Title VI of the
Humboldt County Code is amended as shown on the attached page.

S.ECTION 7. Sections 615-1 through 615-5, 615-8 and 615-9 of Chapter 5 of

Division 1 of Title VI of the Humboldt County Code are amended as shown on the

attached pages.



SECTION 8. Section 61517 of Chapter 5 of Division 1 of Title VI of the
Humboldt County Code is repealed as shown on the attached page.

SECTION 9. Sections 616-1 through 616-6 of Chapter 6 of Division 1 of Title
VI of the Humboldt County Code are amended as shown on the attached pages.

SECTION 10.  Section 617-1 of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title \;I of the
Humboldt County Code is added as shown on the attached page.

SECTION 11. Sections 621-1 through 621-5, and 621-7 of Chapter 1 of Division
2 of Title VI of the Humboldt County Code are amended as shown on the attached
pages.

SECTION 12.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days
from the date of its passage. A summary shall be published at least five (5) days
before the date set for adoption and again fifteen (15) days after passage of this
ordinance. It shall be published once with the names of the Board of Supervisors
voting for and against the ordinance in a newspaper of general circulation published in

the County of Humboldt, State of California.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this day of
2017.
AYES: Supervisors--
NOES: Supervisors--

ABSENT: Supervisors— .

Chair of the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Humboldt, State of California
(SEAL)

ATTEST:

Kathy Hayes, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of Humboldt




.. TITLE VI -~ WATER AND SEWAGE

DIVISION 1

SEWAGE AND ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT BISPOIAL

Chapter 1 - General Requirements

§ 611-1, Purpcse.

§ 611-2. Definitions.

§ 611-3. Approved Sewage Bisposat Treatment System Required.

§ 611-4, Sewer Connection Required.

§ 611-5. Maintenance.

§ 611-6. Abandoned Sewage—Bisposat Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems.

§ 611-11. Lot Inspections,

§ 611-12. Subdivisions.

Chapter 2 - Requlations and Administration

§ 612-1. Regulations.

§ 612-2, Permits,

F612-3—Fapse—of ExtstingPermits—

§ 612-43. Appeals.

§ 612-54. Investigation and Abatements.

§ 612-65. Declaration of Public Nuisance.

§ 61l2-%F6. Penalty.

§ 612-87. Regponsibility for Damage.

Chapter 3 - Prohibitions

§ 613-1. General Prohibitions.

§ 613-2. Cesspools and Waste Wells Prohibited.

§ 613-3. Bored—Pits—and Seepage Pits Prohibited.

§ 613-4. Privies Prohibition of Holding Tanks; Portable Toilets; Vault
Toilets.

§ 613-5. Pit Priwvies. .

Chapter 4 - Moratoria

§ 614-1. Moratoria.

Chapter 5 - Experimental Disposal System Program

§ 615-1. Purpose. -

§ 615-2, General Requirements.

§ 615-3. Applicants' Quallflcatlons

§ 615-4. Permits. -

§ 615-5, Information Sharing.

§ 615-6. Waterless Toilet Systems.

§ 615-87. Prototype Experimental Systems.

§ 615-98. Inspections.
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Chapter 6 - Maintenance Oversight of Non-Standard Water €arried—SewageDisposal

Ongite Wastewater Treatment Systems

§ 616-1, Intent.

§ 616-2. Definitions.

§ 616-3. Operational Permit Required for Non-Standard Systems.
§ 616-4. Revocation.

§ 616-5. Abatement.

§ 616-6. Provisions Cumulative.

Chapter 7 - Graywaterx Systems.

§ 617-1. Desian, Construction, and Permitting.
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TITLE VI - WATER AND SEWAGE
DIVISION 1

SEWAGE BISPOSAEL AND ONSIDE WASTEWATER TREATMENT

CHAPTER 1

GENERAI: REQUIREMENTS

61i-1. PURPCSE AND FINDINGS.

— £The Board of Supervisors finds that in
urban areas of the County the most appropriate means of sewage disposat treatment
is the public sewer system. The Board further finds that, in the rural lands of
the County, the dispersal or leach field method of sewage dieposat treatment is
the most appropriate means of sewage disposat treatment and is to be considered
a permanent means. (ord. 945, § 1, 10/2/73; Ord. .5 _, _/_/2017)

The Board of Supervisors enacts this division for the management of sewage-
treatment systems in the County in order to promote the health, safety, and well-
being of the inhabitants of this County by providing to them a means to prevent
water pollution, nuisances, and threats to public health. {ord. , 8

__/_[2017)

In addition, this division is_intended to bring Humboldt County into
compliance with the Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation,
and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems and applicable policies

—t

and requlations of the State Water Resources Control Board. (ord. . 5 .
_ [/ [2017) -

This division shall apply to all territory embraced within the
unincorporated area of the County of Humboldt, State of California. (ord. .
s __, _/ [f2017) -

611-2. DEFINITIONS.

(a) Abandoned Onsite Wastewater Treatment Sewage—Pisposar System.
"Abandoned onsite wastewater treatment sewage—disposat system” means an onsite
wastewater treatment a—sewage—disposail—-system of which use has been discontinued
with the intent of never resuming such use. Nonuse of such a sewage—disposat
system for a period of one (1) year shall be prima facie proof of such intent.
(Ord. —— § — __/__Lzﬂz)_

421



§ 6ll-2

(b) Building and Place. "Building" or "place" means any residence, place
of business, or other building or place where persons reside, congregate, or are

employed. (ord. 8 ./ [2017)
(c) Cesspool. "Cesspool" means an excavation in the ground receiving

domestic wastewater, designed to retain the organic matter and solids, while
allowing the liquids to seep into the soil. Cesspools do not have septic tanks.

r

Rt DA i Dl AN a - -

and—thrs&x&s—-or—s-h:dge—be:ng—retatned—rn—t'hc—prt— {ord. . 5§ . __/ [2017)
(d) Dispersal System. “Dispersal system” means a leachfield, mound, at-
aqrade, subsurface drip field or other tyoe of system for final wastewater
treatment and subsurface discharge. (ord. .5 ., _/ [f2017)
(e) Gravywater. “Graywater” means untreated wastewater that has not been

contaminated by any toilet discharge; has not been affected by infectious,
contaminated, or unhealthy bedily wastes; and does not present a threat from
contamination by unhealthful processing, manufacturing, or operating wastes.

“Graywater”’ includes wastewater from bathtubs, showers, bathroom washbasinsg,
clothes washing machines, and laundry tubs, but does not include wastewater from
kitchen sinks or dishwashers. Graywater as defined above has the same meaning

as “gray water,” “grey water, ” and/or “qrevwater." (ord. , § __, __/_f2017)
(£) Grease Interceptor. “Grease interceptor” means a plumbing

appurtenance or appliance that is installed in a sanitary drainage sgystem to
intercept non-petroleum fats, oils, and greases {FCg) from a wastewater

discharge. (ord. . § ., _/_[2007)

(dg) Health Officer. “"Health Officer" means the Humboldt County Health
Officer or his/her authorized representative or designee. {ord. . 5 .
__/_[2017)

{(h) Onsite Wastewater_ Treatment System or OWTS. *Onsite wastewater

treatment system(s)” or “OWTS” means a_water- carried system for the sanitary,
safe, and nuisance-free receipt and treatment of sewage and wastewater. OWTS may
also be referred to or known as a septic system, sewage treatment system, or
sewage disposal system. The short form of the term may be singular or plural.
(ord. . § _, _ [/ [2017) -

(T) Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Failure or OWTS Failure. “Onsite
wastewater treatment system failure” or “OWTS failure” includes, but is not
limited to, the following: {ord. , § _ .. __/_f2017)

(1) surfacing of effluent with the bacterjiological or chemical
characteristics of sewage. (ord. , 8 . _/ fe017)
(2) 8luggish or inoperative plumbing fixtures. (ord. ., §

[ fz2017)

(3) The flow or seepage of effluent from an onsite wastewater

treatment system into surface or subsurface waters. {oxd. . 5 .

_/_f2017)
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§ 611-2

o Priary—— 5P e Fom e - of . .

1] li i ]l ] ] ii ‘! .

(i) Pit Privy. “Pit privy” means a self-contained waterless toilet used
for disposal of non-water carried human wagte; consists of a shelter built above
a pit in the ground into which human waste falls. Alsoc known as an outhouse or
pit-toilet. {ord. .5 . _/ f2017)

(fk) Qublic Nuisance. "Public ¥nuilsance" means anything which:

(1) Is injurious to health or well-being, or is indecent or
offensive to the senses, or is an obstruction to the free use of the land
space, or interferes with the comfortable enjoyment of 1life or
environment; or amd (ord. , § ., _/ f2017)

(2} Affects at the same time the occupants of one (1) or more
habitable units of a community or neighborhood, or any considerable number
of persons, although the extent of the annoyance, damage, injury, offense,
obstruction or interference inflicted upeon individuals may be unequal—=; or

(ord. ., § . __/_/2017) :

(3) Any condition, action, or use defined in § 351-3. {ozd. .
5 ./ [2007)
(gl) Public Sewer. "Public Ssewer" means a common sewer system operated

by a public entity. (oxzd. .5,/ f2017)

(hm) Public Water System. "Public water system" means any a water system

requlated by the State Water Resources Control Board or a Local Primacy Adency
pursuant to the California Safe Drinking Water Act, Chapter 12, Part 4, Section

116275(h) of the California Health and Safety Code. (ord. . 5 . _/ [2017)
(nn) Qualified Professional. “Qualified Professional” means a Registered

Civil Engineer, Reqgistered Environmental Health Specialist, Professional
Geologist, or Certified Soil Scientist who has experience desgsignating standard
or non-standard onsite wastewater treatment systems. (ord. . 8§ . _/_[2007)

(+0) 'Repair. "Repair" means any alteration of and/or replacement of any
dispersal system component or tank of an onsite wastewater treatment system as

a result of system failure of—a—=ewage—disposai—system. (ord. ., § ., _/_f2017)
(p) Seepage Pit. “Seepage pit” means a drilled or dug excavation, three

to six Feet in diameter, which receives the effluent discharge from a septic _tank
or other OWTS treatment unit for dispersal. {oxd. . § . __/_f2017)

{q) Septic Tank. “Septic tank” means a watertight, covered receptacle

desiqned for primary treatment of wastewater and constructed to: (ord. .5 .,
_/_f2017)

(1) Receive wastewater discharged from a building; and

(2) Separate settleable and ficating solids from the liguid; and

Digest organic matter by anaerobic bacterial action; and

{3)
(4) Store digested solids; and

(5) Clarify wastewater for further treatment with final subsurface

discharge.
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§ 611-2

{(§r) BSewaqge. "Sewage" means any substance, liquid or solid, which is
classified as a waste product of human habitstton occupation and may be injurious
or dangerous to health, and which contains or may be contaminated with human or
animal excrement, offal, or feculent matter. Sewage may be synonymous with
“wastewater” and/or “liquid waste”. (oxd. e 5 ./ J2017) !

o . . . . .
Stuggishor—inoperative—plumiving—fixtures—

A
3 1]
(A

(s) Sewage Treatment Svstem. "Sewage treatment system” means a system
for the sanitarv, safe, and nuisance-free receipt and treatment of sewadge or

waste other than a public sewer. (ord. L85 ., _/_f2007)

+thre—temporarystorage—cf——sewageor—waste—

(t) Vault. “Vault” means an gnclosed receptacle for the receipt and
temporary storaqe of wastewater, such as, but not Ilimited to, dJgrease
interceptors, grease traps, chemical toilets, vault toilets, and holding tanks.

(ord. . 8§ . _f_[2017)

{ru) Waste. "Waste" means any and all waste substances, liquid, solid or
gaseous, associated with any producing, manufacturing, processing or commercial
operation, of whatever nature, which substances are not further used by the
entity asseectation producing, manufacturing, processing or commercial operation.

(ord. , 8§ ., __ [ f201m)

(ov) Waste Well. "Waste well" means any hole in the ground used or

intended to be used for the disposal of sewage, liquid or waste, or wastewater.
(ord. 945, § 2, 10/2/73; Ord. . § ., _/ [2017)

611-3. APPROVED SEWAGE DISPOSAL TREATMENT SYSTEM REQUIRED.

No person shall construct, reconstruct, repair, maintain, or use gr occupy
any building or place which is not provided with a sewage disposat treatment
system approved by the Health Officer or provided-with a connection to a public
sewer. (Ord. 945, § 3, 10/2/73; ord. .8, _/ f2017}

6ll-4. SEWER CONNECTION REQUIRED.

" {a) Connection Required. Every building or place which is within 300
feet of an approved public sewer shall be connected to the public sewer by the
owner in accordance with and subiect to recuirements and/or conditions set forth
by the public sewer authority. or—his—agent-— A separate connection for each
building or place may be required. The measurement of the 300 feet shall start
at a point where the public sewer authoritv’s qurisdiction terminates and
continue : 1 : o
jﬁrfsdic&W*mds—{P;uythy Tine—or—eurh T+met to the nearest point of the

property. The location of a sStructure upon the property shall not be a
contributing factor unless the structure is located more than 1,000 feet from the
public sewer line. (ord. ., § ., _/_f2017)
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§ 611-4

(b) Large Flow Situations. Multiple family units, mobilehome park,
commercial establishments, motels, hotels, subdivision and minor subdivisions,
and other buildings or places creating a large flow of sewage or waste may be
required by the Health Officer to connect from distances greater than 300 feet.
In requiring connections from greater distances, the Health Officer shall
consider for the long term the following:

{1) The intent and purpcose of this division.

(2) Effect on the General Plan, the Zoning Title and the Open
Space Plan.

(3) Potential nuisance creation.
(4) Quantity of sewage flow.

(5) Cost and suitability of such connection relative to the cost
and suitability of constructing and maintaining sewage disposat treatment

systems. (ord. . § . __/ J2017)
(6) Such other factors as the Health Officer deems appropriate.

(c) Failed Systems. In instances of an onsite wastewater treatment
system sericus—sewage—system—failure as defined in § 611-2(J), where site

conditicns preclude the installation of a reliable onsite wastewatex treatment
system replacement, the Health Officer may require comnection to an approved

public sewer from a distance of up to 1,000 feet. (ord. . § ., ./ [2017)

(d) Pump_ Required. In the event a person regquired by this section to
connect to a public sewer Iine does not have gravity flow to the public sewer
+ime, he/she shall be required to install and maintain a sump pump at his/her cwn
expense at the time of the hookup. Such installation shall be subject to the

regulations of the publie entity operating the public sewer. (ord. .5 .,
[ f2017)
(e) Easements. This Board will assist any individual required under this

section to connect to a public sewer in attempting to acquire any easements which
may be necessary to allow for the most direct connection to the public sewer
Time. (ord. , § ., __/_[f2017)

(£) Permit Procedures. DPermit procedures, inspection procedures; and
materials related to connection to a public sewer shall be in accordance with the
specifications of the public entity operating the public sewer.

(¢q)° Connection to Public Sewers. All points of wastewater discharge from
the building or place subiject to which—fat}—under—the provisions of this section
shall be connected to the public sewer-}tne———Ncrsewage—dtsposai—system—sha&i—bc

commectedt—te—any pubiic—sewer. (ord. , 5§ ., _ [ J2017)
(h) Attermrtive —Ggystem——Permits— Waterless Toilet Permits.

Notwithstanding the above, the Health Offlcer may permit the 1nsta11atlon and use
of waterless toilets

as described in Chapter 5 of this division. (ord. 945, § 4, 10/2/73;

ord. 1275, § 1, 9/12/78; Ord. 1338, § 1, 7/10/79; Ord. . 5 ., _/_[f2017)
611-5, MAINTENANCE OF ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS.

(a) - The operatcr owner of a—dua%-ftcid—rnstaiiat:cn—sha&i—aiternatc—the

i an onsite wastewater treatment

system shall comply with the operational and maintenance requirements specified
on the approved permit application. Tn addition, the owner of a non-standard
onsite wastewater treatment system shall comply with Chapter 6 of this divigion.

(ora. 8§, __/_f2017)
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§ 611-5

{b) The operator of a dual-field dispersal system shall alternate the

field annually or at times specified by the Health Officer. {ord. . § .,
_/ /2017

(Ic) Unless otherwise specified by the Health Officer, septic tanks shall
be pumped at least once every seven (7) years. ({(ord. 945, § 7, 10/2/73; Oxd. . §
_e [/ [2017) .

611-6. ABANDONED ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SEWAGE DISPOSAD SYSTEMS.

{a) Every abandoned building sewer or part thereof shall be plugged orx
capped in an approved manner within five feet (5') of the property line.

(b) Every abandoned septic tank shall have the sewage removed therefrom
and be completely filled with earth, sand, gravel, concrete or other approved
material. The cover of the septic tank shall be removed before filling. The
filling shall not extend above the top of the vertical portions of the sidewalls
or above the level of any outlet pipe until an inspection has been completed by
the Health Officer. After such inspection by the Health Officer, the septic tank

shall be filled to the level of the top of the ground. (ord. ., § _, __/ [fz201m)
{c) No person owning or controlling any septic tank shall fail, refuse,

or neglect to comply with the provisions of this section upon receipt of notice
from the Health Officer.

(d) Where an onsite wastewater treatment a—sewage—dtsposal system is
abandoned consequent to connecting with the public sewer, the permittes property

owner or his/her authorized representative making the connection shall fill the
abandoned septic tank as required by the Health Officer within thirty (30) days

from the time of connecting with the public sewer. {Ord. 945, § 10, 10/2/73; Ord. _
_ . § _, _/_[f2007)
611-11. hOT—EﬁSPEETEGNS SITE EVALUATIONS.

(a) Hpon—requcst—1ﬂnr—Bcpartmenb—cf—iﬁﬂﬁHﬂr—qn&fﬁum?n—ﬂervices—ﬁcaith
records—to—determine—the—probable—The Health Officer may make inspection of a

gite to determine the potential suitability of the property for an onsite
wastewater treatment system or to verify site evaluation information submitted
by a Qualified Professional .—individuatsewage—disposat. The Health Officer may
require that he/she be present along with the Qualified Professional conducting
a site evaluation. The Health Officer shall issue a report on the inspection
findings to the property owner or his/her authorized representative., Aot
inspeett+on The report shall not constitute approval for the issuance of the

onsite wastewater treatment system sewage—disposat permit or a guarantee of such

issuance. (ord. 2351, § 18, 12/06/2005; Ord. . §8 ., _/_f2017)

(b) Each application for inspection of a *ot site shall be accompanied
by a fee set by resolution or ordinance of the Board of Supervisors in an amount
sufficient to cover costs. When inspection of more than one Iot site is
requested, the fee shall be charged for each ot site. (ord. 945, § 15, 10/2/73; Ord.
2381, § 18, 12/06/2005; Ord. . § ., _-f [2017)

. 611-12, SUBDIVISIONS AND LOT LINE ADJUSTMENTS.
(a) For any proposed subdivision or mimor—subdivision applicable lot line

adjustment which will not be connected to a public sewer
the—3ots, the Health Officer shall require gite specific ongite wastewater
treatment system desigqns for each proposed pargel before recommendations are

presented to

y T >—the Planning Commission. The
onsite system design .for each proposed parcel shall be prepared from a site
evaluation conducted by a Qualified Professional asg defined in § 611-2({n) . (ord.

— 58 _, _/_[f2017) ’ “
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{b) Such piams designs shall recognlzé that the sewage—disposal onsite
wastewater treatment demands of any particular subdivision cannot be analyzed

without reference to the sewage—disposat onsite wastewater treatment demands of
the land surrounding the subdivision. (ord. P 5/ f2017)

(c) Such ptans desians shall recognize that the proposed sewage—disposat
onsite wastewater treatment systems of the subdivision must be viewed as a single

system for purposes of analysis. The Health Officer may require that a
cunulative 1mpact study of the effects of wastewater digcharge be conducted.
{ord. . § [ f2017)

(d) Such pianms designs shall be consistent with all the provisions of
this division and regulations issued by the Health Officer. (ora. , §

_/_f2017)

—

(e) Such pirans designs shall include provisions to meet sewage disposat
treatment demands over the long term. (ord. . 5 __, __/_f2017)

(£) Such ptans designs shall require the approval of the Health Officer.
ord. . § ., _/_[2017

(qg) The ptams designs shall be accompanled by a fee suffietent estimate
to cover the expenses incurred by the County in reviewing the p¥ams designs. The
fee shall be set by resolution or ordinance of the Board of Supervisors. 1In the
event that the actual costs are less than the fee deposited; the balance shall
be returned. In the event the actual costs are greater than the fee deposited,
the subdivider shall pay to the County the excess of the actual costs over the

amount of the-fee deposited. (ord. %45, § 16, 10/2/73; Ord. 2351, § 14, 12/06/2005; Ord.
. 8 _, _/ f2017) )
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; CHAPTER 2
REGQULATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION
6l2-1. REGULATIONS.

(a) The Health Officer shall issue such regulations as he/she deems
necessary to carry out the provisions of this division.

(b) Any such regulations issued by the Health Officer shall:

(1) Comply with current State laws, requlations, and policies.

(ord. . § ., _/_[2017)

(#2) Be consistent with the intent and purpose of this division.
(ord. . 8, _/ f2017)

(23) Recognize the most current technical information relevant to
the provisions of this division. {(oxd. . § ., _/_f2017)

(34) Provide for exceptions where a strict application of this
division or lotal regulations issued by the Health Officer would inflict
a substantial personal hardship upon the occupants of the building or
place in question. (ord. . § . __/ [2017)

(#5) Be designed to minimize and eliminate public nuisance hazards
or the potential thereof. (ord. . 8 .,/ [2017)

(56) Recognize that any single—sewage—disposatr single onsite
wastewater treatment system is in reality a subunit of a larger sewage
disposat wastewater treatment system comprised of numerous subunits. (ord.
— . 5 _, _/ fzoaT)

{c) Regulations issued by the Health Officer under this division shall
become effective when filed with the County Clerk.

{d) Regulations issued under this division may be amended by the Health
Officer from time to time by £iling such amendments with the County Clerk;
amendments shall become effective when filed.

(e} Regulations issued under this division shall be available to the
public on-line free of charge or in booklet form at for a fee to be determined
by the Board of Supervisors. (ord. 945, § 18, 10/2/73; Ord. , 8 .. [/ [z017)

612-2. PERMITS.

(a) Permit Required. No person shall construct, reconstruct modify,
repair, replace, maintain; abandon, operate or excavate for any kind of sewage
disposat onsite wastewater treatment system or any portion thereof without having
first obtained a permit to do so from the Health Officer. {ord. , 85 .
_/_{2017)

. ) . » - . Al
] . ) ExemptIons E:m:':::::: : Approved P E ; E |

(eb) Applications.

(1) Each application for a permit to construct, rsevwage—disposat
modify, repair, replace, abandon, or excavate for any kind of onsite
wastewater treatment system shait is to be made on a form provided by the
Health Officer.
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{2) A separate application is required for each onsite wastewater
system proposed. In cases whére multiple OWTS are proposed for the game

parcel, a geparate application is required for each. (ord. ., 8
_/_/2017)

{23} The information which the applicant is required to present
includes, but is not limited, to the following information: (ord. . 5 _
. /- f2017)

A. Name, address and telephone numbér(s) of the applicant

and the owner of the property, and their agents, if any, on which
the building or place to be served by the sewage—disposat onsite
wastewater treatment system is located—andtireir—agents—ifeany. (Ord.

. 5 . _/_feo1iT)

B. Location of the property, anmd the Assessor's parcel
number, directions to the site, and any site accessibility
regtrictions. (ord. ., § ., __/_[2017)

C. A scale map of the lot showing: appropriate landmarks;

steep slopes; roads; surveyor's landmarks; lot dimensions; existing
and proposed easements £or road or utility purposes; wells,
waterbodies or drainage swales; and existing, proposed, or abandoned

sewage—disposat onsite wastewater treatment systems. (ord. . § _
. [/ [2017)
D. Sross—tot—aresrnet—lot—areaandaverage—cross-stope—of

the—F=t— A scaled site plan or detail of the prooosed project
showing the area of the work, the average cross slope, the
structure(s) served, and all items in ¢ (above} within one hundred

fifty feet {150'}) of the project. (oxd. 8§ . [/ J2017)
E. The intended use or uses of the property.
F. The number of dwelling units and rooms usable as

sleeping quarters. If a nonresidential use is proposed, an estimate
of the quantity of sewage flow and the method of estimating the flow
shall be provided.

G. The—teveti—of the—ground—water—table—during—and—at—tire

i - Soils testing information from a site

evaluation periormed by a Qualified Professional, including wet
weather ground water elevations and percolation test results as
required by the regulations issued by the Health Officer, as

referenced in § 612-1(¢a). (ord. . 5 . _/_[2017)

H. The source or purveyor of domestic water.

I. Plans * and specifications for the proposed sewages
dtsposa} onsite wastewater treatment system show:ng—tc—sta&c—the
J.Ul.al—.l.u.l.l U.L L-J.LC HJ.UPUDG\J. DYDLGIII l.U ﬂ..l..l. DL.J.U.\-I..U.J-CE, WG.L
ccurses7-property—ixnes-—reserve—areasT—and—any—othcr—informat:cnﬁgg
specified by the regulations issued by the Health Officermaydeem

mrecessary. (ord. . 5 ./ [2007)

+
[ r
ard—a : : L . P = o ] i o
41 Lol L il L= WAL UL L CLIL HJ-.UHUDC\J. WOV L. LALL= " L= S
. . . .

eenerai—?ian7fthc—Ecnipg—Titie—cr—the—6pcn—Space—&onservation-?&anT
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¥—Soii—characteristten—r

b= Other information which the Health Officer may deem to
be necessary to the making of an informed and professional decision
on the application. (ord. . 5 ., __/_J2017)

; L £t Yot 5 3 i
or—that—additionst—retevant—data be-gatheredandanaxiyzed-

(4) The Health Officer may specify the time of year during which
water table determinations are to be made.

(5] Any tests, data gathering, or analysis which the Health
Officer may require as part of the application process shall be performed
at the expense of the applicant.

(&) Any tests, data gathering, or analysis -which the Health
Officer may require as part of the application process may be required to
be performed under the supervision of the Health Officer or performed by
individuals ecertified authorized by the Health Officer to carry out such

testing, data gathering, or analysis. (ord. . § 0 _/_f2017)
(7) Any tests, data gathering, or analysis which 'the Health

Officer may require as a part of the application process shall be
performed in accordance with regulations issued by the Health Officer.

(8) Each application for a permlt—tcrconstruct—a—sewage—disposai
system shall be accompanied by a filing fee in an amount gufficient to
cover costs, as set by resolution or ordinance of the Board of Supervisors
+ramramount——suffictent tocover—costs— No part of the permit filing fee
shall be refundable. (ord. 2351, § 12, 12/06/2005; Ord. . 5§ . _/_f201)

(d} Inspections.

(1) Prior to tssuing—any——sewage—disposatr approval of any onsite
wastewater treatment system permit application, the Health Officer shall

conduct a site inspection and
review other information ag needed to determine the suitability of the

gite for the proposed svystem installation. (ord. , 5§ ., __/_[2017)

(2) :
i - Periodic inspections may be
made by the Health Officer during_the installation process. A final
inspection of each installation shall be made by the Health Officer prior
to the time the system is backfilled or covered. In the event that the
Health Officer determines that there has been an improper installation, a
stop work order or Notice of Violation may be posted on the job site. No
further work may be performed until the Health Dfficer has determined that

the improper installation has been corrected. Before—any further—work—is
dore—eon—the—site—ctearance—fromthe-Heatth-of ficer-must—Pbeobtaineds (0Ord.

1

— ¢ § . _/_ f2007)
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(e)  Approval.

(1) Desiagn Approval. If the Health Officer finds that the
proposed onsite wastewater treatment system conforms to the requirements
of this division, requlations issued- by the Health Officer, and other
relevant state laws, regulations, and policieg, he/she shall approve the
permit application. Application approval by the Health Officer signifies
design approval only. The qranting of design approval by the Health
Officer shall be made subijéect to any terms and conditions attached thereto
and made a part thereof. Installation of new onsite wastewater treatment
systems may commence after the Health Officer has approved the application
and after the applicant has obtained a building construction permit from
the County Building Official. Installation of repairs to existing systems
does not require a building construction permit and may commence after the
Health Officer has approved the application. If the onsite wastewater
treatment svstem requires major repair, the permit shall reguire the
entire system to conform as closely as_is possible to _this division, the
requlations issued by the Health Officer, and any other relevant state

laws, requlations, and policies. (ord. W § __, __/ [2017)
(2) Construction Approval. The Health Officer shall conduct a

final inspection upon completion of the construction of the onsite
wastewater treatment system for final approval. This Pfinal approval of

does not guarantee that the
system will functicn satlsfactorlly Pinal approval means only that the
system has been installed in a manner consistent with the pproved design
and the terms and conditions of the permit. (ord. ____. § _, _/ [/2017)

(£) Denial.

(1) The Health COfficer shall not tssue——a——perm:t approve an

application if he(she finds that the proposed sewage—disposat onsite
wastewater treatment system does not conform to all the reguirements of

this division, regulatlons issued by the Health Officer, =md or other
pertinent laws, regulatlonsl policies, and Code sectionsy. The Health Health
Officer shall not approve an application if he/she or—for—other—reasons

finds the proposed sewage—dtsposai—system—:nappropriate design inadegquate
for to the sewage demands of the SLtuatlon or may constitute or result in

a public nuisance. (ord. . 5 . /. [2017)
(2) The Health Officer shall give written notice to the applicant

of the decision to deny the permit application. Such notice shall include
the reasons for denial. ertten notlce shall be deemed—bc&xrrecerved—one

sent to the
appllcant by certified mall return receipt requested Notice shall be
effective upon actual recelpt or refusal as shown on the receipt obtained

pursuant to the foregoing. (oxd. . 8 . _/_[2017)
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{h)

§ 612-2

Expiration of Permit Design Approval,

(1) New Construction or Modification Permits. Ongite wastewater

treatment system design approvals for new construction or modification A%

sewage—disposat—systemr—permits shall expire and become null and veid if
the work authorized thereby has not been completed and passed £final

inspection within one (1) vyear follewing the issuance of the building
congtruction permit by the County Building Official. Prior to the
expiration of the one (1) year period, the Health Officer may extend the
term of the Design Approval permit for an up to an additional one (1) year
period if presented with evidence that the work authorized can reasonably

be expected to be completed during the extension period. (ord. , § _,
_/_[z01m)

(2] Repair and Abandohment Permits. Onsite wastewater treatment .
svstem design approvals for repairs and abandonments shall expire and

become null and void if the work authorized thereby has not been completed
and passed final inspection within one (1} vear following the issuance of
the design approval by the Health Officer. (ora. _. ., § _, _/ /2017)

Revocation,.

(1) Any sewagedisposat onsite wastewater treatment system permit
or application approval may be revoked or suspended by the Health Officer
if he/she determines that a violation of this division or regulations
issued by the Health Officer exists; or that the permit or approval was
obtained by fraud, misrepresentation, or material omission; or for any
other reason that conflicts with state or local laws. Prior to revoking
or suspending the permit or approval, the Health Officer must cause
written notice to be mailed tc the permittee or applicant and the occupant
owner of the property. The notice shall specify the violation(s) and the
work to be done and shall allow thirty (30) days to complete the work.
The ncotice shall ‘atso inform the permittee or applicant of the that—iehas
& right to an optional informal hearing before the Health Officer. .(ord.
. §_. _/_[2017}

(2) If a permittee or applicant failgs to comply with the pre-
revocation or pre-suspension notice, the Health Officer shall send to the
permittee or applicant and owner of the property a notice of revocation or
suspension. The notice shall be sent by certified mail, return receipt
requested. Notice shall be effective upon actual receipt or refusal as
shown on the receipt obtained pursuant to the foredoing. The notice of
revecatieon—or—suspensieon shall inform the permittee or applicant of
hls[her the right to file an appeal to the Board of Superv1sors as set

forth in § 612-3. (ord. _____, § __, __/_/2017)
FALTAY I . ] =i .
13 e —SsSuUsSpemrsIon—or revocatIon Ul any—perm:.—t—-sha-lﬂ.—not—bt
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612-43. APPEALS.

(a) Any person affected by an approval, denial, suspension, or revocation
of a permit by the Health Officer may appeal to the Board of Supervisors by
filing a notice of appeal with the €terk—oftheBoardof—Supervisors Department
of Health and Humarn Services, Division of Environmental Health, within thirty
(30) days of the action of the Health Officer or receipt of written notice by the
Health Officer, whichever is later. The notice of appeal shall be accompanied
by a filing fee set by resolution or ordinance of the Board of Supervisors in an
amount sufficient to cover costs. The appeal shall stay the effect of the action
of the Health Officer. However, no appeal may be taken concerning any action of
the Health Officer which such officer is required to take pursuant to state or
federal law, including the provisions of the State Regiemat Water Resources
fuatity Control Board's WHater Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design,
Operation, ard Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems BasinPlan
(ord. 2067, § 1, 04/25/95; ord. 2351, § 19, 12/06/2005; Ord. e 5o _/_[2017)

(b) The appeal shall be in writing and addressed to the Board—of
Supervisors Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Environmental
Health. The appettfant applicant shall also file a copy of the appeal with the

i 14 . -Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
on the same day of filing with the Division of Envirommental Health. In the
notice of appeal, the appellant shall specifically identify the action taken by
the Health Officer that the appellant is challenging and the date of the action,
as well as state in full the facts and circumstances which make the action of the
Health Officer unreasonable, including c¢itations to anv applicable laws or

bt a3 : 3 e Taimed o3 - :

requlations. ,
the-Heatth Offieer— Failure to comply with these appeal procedures will render

the notice of appeal invalid and will not toll the time allotted to file a notice
of ap peal. (ord. . § ., _[f_[f2017)

() Upon receipt of a timely notice of appeal, Pthe Beoard of Supervisors
shall cause the matter to be set for hearing not earlier than twenty (20)

calendar days after the notice of appeal has been filed with the Division of
Environmental Health and the Clerk of the Board. The €rerk—of the—Board Board
of Supervisors, in its discretion and updn stipulation of the Health officer and
appellant, may set the hearing on an expedited schedule. The Bivigion of
Environmental Health shall cause notice to be mailed te all affected persons at
least ten (10) calendar days prior to the hearing. (oxd. , § __, _ /[ f2017)

(4) At the time and place set for the hearing, the Board shall proceed
to hear the testimony of the Health Officer, the testimony of the owner or
his/her representatives, and the testimony of other competent persons concerning
the conditions upon which the action of the Health Officer is based and other
matters which the Board may deem pertinent. Any person affected may be present
at such hearing, may bé represented by counsel, may present testimony, and may

cross-examine the Health Officer and other witnesses. The hearing may be
continued from time to time at the discretion of the Board of Supervisors. (ord.
—_— § J— _/_M . -

The Health Officer may cross-examine the appellant and other witnesses and
may be represented by counsel. At the request of the Health Officer, the County
Counsel shall represent the Health Officer.

(e) "any person affected" shall include, but not be limited to, the
applicant or his/her agent, thé owner of the affected property or his/her agent,
and the owners or their agents of all adjoining properties to the property
against which the action of the Health Officer is directed.
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(£) The Board may, upon the appeal, either affirm the action of the
Health Officer or grant a variance to the provisions of this division or
regulations issued by the Health Officer upon which the action under appeal is
based. No variance may be granted with respect to any requirement established
pursuant to state or federal law, regulation, or rule, including requirements of
the State Regionat Water Resources Swetity Control Board's Water Quality Control

Policy for Siting, -Design, Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater
Treatment Systems BastyPran. The decision of the Board of Supervisers upon an

appeal shall be based upon the facts presented to it. (ord. 945, § 6, 10/2/73; Ord.
2067, § 1, 04/25/95; Ord. s 8 ./ [2017)

{a) Failure to challenqge the Board’'s decision within 45 days shall be
deemed to be a waiver of anv objection to the Board’'s decision. (ord. .5
__/_f2017)

612-54, INVESTIGATION AND ABATEMENTS.

(a) Whenever it is necessary to make an inspection to determine

compliance with the provisions of this division, the Health Officer may enter any
buildings or place at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any
duty imposed upon the Health Officer by this division; provided that, if such

building or place be occupied, he/she shall first present proper credentials and
demand entry; and, if such building or place be unoccupied, he/she shall first
make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other persons having charge or
control of the building or place and demand entry. If such entry is refused, the

Health Officer or—his—authorized—representative shall have recourse to every
remedy provided by law to secure entry. (ord. . 5 __. _/_[2017)

(b) In the event a sewage—disposal—systemor wastewater treatment system
subject to this division is operated, constructed, or repaired contrary to the
terms of this division or regulations issued by the Health Officer, the Health
Officer may send written notice to the owner of the land as shown on the most
recent equalized assessment roll, at his/her address listed on said roll. Said
notice sghall state the manner in which the sewage—disposal system is in
violation, what corrective measures must be taken, the time within which such
corrections must be made, and, that if the land owner fails to make corrections
within the period provided, the corrections may be made by the County and the

land owner shall be liable for the costs thereof. (ozd. L 5,/ _[2017)
(c) If the correcticns listed on the notice are not made as required in

said notice, the Health Officer shall abate the nuisance or violation pursuant
to §§ 3651-1 et seqg. The notice permitted by this subsection need not be given
prior to abating the nuisance or vioclation pursuant to §§ 3651-1 et seq. (ord. 945,
§ 8, 10/2/73; ord. . § ., __/ fz017)

612-65. DECLARATION OF PUBLIC NUISANCE.
The following are hereby declared to be a public nuisance:

(a) The presence of sewage upon the surface of the ground—trrurbanmand

subarkanr—areas. (ord. 8 . _/_f2017)

(b) x A sewage disposal treatment system which creates a public nuisance
ag defined in § 611-2(k). (ozd. . § . T /_f2017)

(c) A sewage disposat treatment system which empties, flows, seeps, or

drains into any surface waters or can reasonably be expected to do so. (ord.

. § . __/_f2017}
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{d) A sewage dispesat treatment system which now does or may reasonably
be expected to empty, flow, or drain into or adversely affect any subsurface
water which is used or is suitable for use by any inhabitants of the State. (ord.
5 _. _/ f2007)

This declaration of public nuisance is not intended to be an exclusive
definition of public nuisance or a limitation upon the authority of the Health

Officer to declare other circumstances to be a public nuisance. (ord. 945, § 9,
10/2/73; Ord. . § ., __/_f2017)

612-76. PENALTY.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, oxr corporation to violate,
refuse or fail to comply with any of the prov151ons of this division. (ord. 3945,
§ 20, 10/2/73 ord. . 5 .. __/_fz01m)

Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this division may result
in an abatement proceeding, as set forth in § 351 et seqg. of the Humboldt County
Code, and/or the imposition of ¢ivil administrative penalties, as set forth in
§ 352 et seq. of the Humboldt County Code. {ord. , § ., __/_f2017)

612-87. RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGE.

This division shall not be construed as imposing upon the County of
Humboldt any liability or responsibility for damage resulting from the defective
installation of any sewage disposat treatment system as hexein provided, nor
shall the County of Humboldt or any official or employee thereof be held as
assuming any such liability or responsibility by reason of the inspection
authorized thereunder. (ord. 945, § 13, 10/2/73; Ord. , 5 . _/_fz01T)
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CHAPTER 3

PROHIBITIONS

613-1. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS.

(a) No permit shall be issued if the operation of the proposed sewage
disposat treatment system would tend to create a public nuisance as defined in
§ 611-2(k). (ord. . 5 . __/_[f2017)

(b) No application shall be accepted if the proposed development of the
gsite would violate any Code sections enacted by the Board of Supervisors or would
be inconsistent with the General Plan, the Zoning Title, or the Open Space
Conservation Plan, .the Water Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design,
Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems, or any other®
applicable policies and requlations of the State Water Resources Control Board.

(ord. 5 ., _/_[2017)

(c}) No permit shall be issued if the operation of the proposed sewage
disposat treatment system would violate any laws, requlations, or policies of the

State of ‘California. (ord. , 8 . _/_f2017)
(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to depeosit, by any means

whatsoever, into any plumbing fixture, f£loor drain, interceptor, sump, receptacle
or device which is connected to any drainage system, public sewer, sewage
disposat treatment system or septic tank any ashes, cinders, solids, rags,
flammable, poisonous or explosive liquids or gases, oils, grease, and any other
thing whatsoever which woultd;—or—couldr may cause damage to the public sewer or

private sewage disposaY treatment system. (ord. 945, § 19, 10/2/73; Ord. . 5 __
__f_f2017)
613-2. ' CESSPOOLS AND WASTE WELLS PROHIBITED.

All cesspools and waste wells are hereby declared to be public nuisances.
It shall be unlawful to drill, construct, maintain, use, or operate a cesspool
or waste well. {ord. 945, § 11, 10/2/73)

613-3. BORED—PIFESAND SEEPAGE PITS PROHIBITED,

Bored—pits—and sSeepage pits 4end—+to have the same undesirable
characteristics of cesspools and waste wells. It shall be unlawful to dig or

bore seepage pits—or—bored—pits. (ord. 945, § 11, 10/2/73; Oxd. . § ., _ /[ _f2017)
613-4. PRIVEES PROHIBITION OF HOLDING TANKS; PORTABLE TOILETS; VAULT
TOILET.

{a) The use of holding tanks is prohibited except as provided below: ({
ord. .8 _ ., __/_f2017) '

(1) The Health Officer authorizes use of a holding tank as a

temporary means to abate an existing nuisance or health hazard; or {ord.

8 . _/_[207) :

(2) The proposed use is within a sewer service area, gewers are

under construction or contracts have been awarded and completion is
expected within two (2) vyears, there is capacity at the wastewater
treatment plant and a public entity will assume responsibility for

maintenance of the tanks; or (ord.’ . § ., __/_[2017) .
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{3) Use at a campground or gimilar temporary public facility where
a permanent sewage treatment system is not necessary or feasible and

maintenance is performed by a public agency. {ord. . § ., _/ [f20a7)
(b) Portable toilets shall be limited to sgerve non-residential,

temporarv-use or occasional-use activities guch as remove or field Ilabor
operations, special events, and temporary construction sites where connection to

a public sewer system or installation of an OWTS is not practicable. (ord.
» § . _/_[2037)
' (1) No permit is required for use of portable toilets. (ord.
.5 . __/_{2017)
(c) The use of vault toilets or portable toilets at a temporary-use

public Facility such as a beach, park or campground may be allowed by the Health
Officer where the vault toilet is necessary for the public health, safety, or
welfare, where installation of an OWTS is not feasible, where the vault toilet
is determined to provide the safest and most acceptable method of sewade handling

and is maintained by a public entity. (ord. . 8 .,/ [2017)

(d) Portable toilet and vault toilet siting shall conform to setbacks for
septic tanks ag provided in requlations issued by the Health Officer. ({(ord. __
— § —_ _/_M !

613-45. PIT PRIVIES.

It shall be unlawful to construct, maintain, or use a pit privy except as
provided below:

(a) A pit privy may be used in conjunction with a dwelling constructed
pursuant to Article 10, Title 25, California Code of Regulations. A pit privy
may also be used as an auxiliary sewage disposat treatment system for a dwelling
which is served by a conventional septic tank-leachfield sewage disposat
treatment system or in campgrounds where other liguid wastes requiring sewage
disposal are not generated. (ord. 2351, § 20, 12/06/2005; Ord. , 8 ., _/_f2017)

(b) A pit privy shall be located only in a rural area. For the purpose
of this section "rural' is defined as that part of Humboldt County which is
outside the boundaries of an incorporated city, a community services district,
a sphere of influence as designated by ©AF€© the Local Adency Formation
Commission, or a city established planning area (Government Code § 65300) in the
absence of an official city sphere of influence;7 or outside an urban limit line
as designated in the Humboldt County Coastal Land Use Plans; or which is within
a community services district or sphere of influence which is located beyond the
reasonably projected availability of community services, and which is zoned to
permit residential use either as a principal use or with a conditional use

permit. (ord. 8 _/_[2017)

(1) For purposes of this section "community services" means water
or sewer, ’
{(2) If there is any question that land for which a permit is being

sought under this section is located beyond the reascnably projected
availability of community services, the matter shall be resolved by
obtaining from the appropriate city or community services district a
written statement indicating whether the city or district intends to serve
the parcel in question in the foreseeable future. The written answer of
the city or district shall be conclusive as to whether the land for which
a permit is sought is located beyond the reasonably projected availability
of community services.
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(c) A pit privy shall be allowed only on a parcel of land two (2} acres
or greater in size.

{d) A pit privy shall be allowed for a dwelling only when the proposed
building site has been evaluated and the site has been determined to be suitable
for the installation of a conventional septic tank-leachfield sewage disposat
treatment system and reserve area. A determination that there is adequate area
for the installation of a conventional- sewage disposaT treatment system and
reserve area shall not be necessary when a pit privy is proposed to be used to
attempt to repair a failing sewage disposat treatment system that cannot be
corrected due to local conditions such as soil percolation value, high

groundwater, or insufficient area. (ord. P 5§, _/ fe017)
(e) A pit privy shall be located in an area suitable for the installation

of a conventional septic tank-leachfield sewage disposat treatment system.
However, no pit privy shall be located closer than fifty feet (50') to a property
line. The Health Officer may waive the fifty feet (50') property line setback
when the adjoining property owner agrees to the waiver in writing. (ord. , §

— [/ fz027}

() A dwelling which has a pit privy and which is not connected to a
conventional septic tank-leachfield sewage dispeosal treatment system shall be
connected to a greaywater cdisposat system approved by the Health Officer.
Graywater systems are addregsed in Chapter 7 of this division. (oxd. 5 .

_/_/2017)

—For—the—purpeses—of—rthis—section—a—pit—privy—isdefined—as—an

(hg) The Health Officer shall adopt regulations in accordance with § 62%
12-1 of this Code, which will determine the site criteria, construction
standards, and maintenance standards for pit privies and greaywater disposat
systems. Such regulations shall require that a pit privy be a sanitary pit privy
constructed in a manner to exclude flies and other possible disease vectors from
the earthen pit. The regulations adopted shall also provide that pit privies and
greaywater systems be constructed only in a manner which will prevent pollution
or contamination of groundwater or surface water. The regulations shall further
provide that pit privies and greaywater systems be maintained in such a manner

as to prevent the spread of communicable disease and nuisance conditions. (ord.
945, § 12, 10/2/73; Ord. 1565, § 1, 11/30/82; Ord. . § . __/_/2017)
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CHAPTER 4

MORATORTA

614-1. MORATORIA.

In areas where sewage dispeosal treatment systems represent existing or
potential community contamination problems, the Board of Supervisors may declare
a moratorium on the issuance of sewage disposat treatment system permits.
Information shall be gathered by the Health Officer regarding the nature of

current and potential problems in such areas. Factors involved in the
declaration of a moratorium include, but are not limited to: (ord. P
_/_J201m)

(a) High ground water during any part of the year;

(b) Soil conditions;

(c) Geologic conditions;

(d} Failed systems in the area;

(e) Density of dwellings;

(£) Load on the system or systems;

(g) Land use patterns;

{h) Nuisance hazard; and

(I) Other factors as may be identified by the Health Officer.

The Health Officer shall keep on file maps showing the moratorium areas and

shall inform other permitting agencies and local financial institutions of the
action of the Board of Supervisors. (ord. 945, § 17, 10/2/73)
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CHAPTER 5

EXPERIMENTAL DISPOSAL SYSTEM PROGRAM

615-1. PURPOSE.

l

These regulations are intended to provide alternatives to conventional
sewage disposat treatment systems by permitting.the use of experimental on-site

disposal systems. The purpose of the experimental on—site disposal system
program is to allow volunteers to install viable, innovative experimental
disposal systems while protecting public health and water quality. (ord. 1647, §
1, 7/24/84; Orxd. . 8§, _/_f2017)

615-2. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

(a) Experimental disposal systems (“EDS” or "system") generally require

ongoing, pericdic maintenance which extends for the 1life of the system.
Therefore, experimental systems will be allowed in any one or more of the

following limited and conktrolled circumstances: (ord. o5 . __f_f2017)
(1) The site on which the EPS is proposed to be installed has an

approved conventional sewage disposat treatment system currently in
operation and the experimental system would be an accessory thereto. (ord.

8§ . _/_[2017) :

(2) The gite has a failing sewage treatment system that cannot be
corrected due to local conditions, such as soil percolation value, high
groundwater, insufficient area, and the experimental system would attempt
to reduce the existing negative impact upon the environment. (ord. ) §

e [/ _{2017)

(3) The site is beyond the reasonably projected availability of
community services and has suitable area approved for the installation of
a standard individual sewage dimwmesal treatment system and reserve area.
In addition, an EDS existing prior to January 1, 1984, where testing has
established that a suitable area approved for the installation of a
conventional sewage disposat treatment system and reserve area does not

exist, may participate in the EDS program. (Ord. . § . __/_{2017)
(4) The site is within a specially created maintenance district

designed to monitor and maintain all sewage disposat treatment systems

within the district. (orxd. . 5§ _/_{2017)
(b) Experimental disposal systems may be allowed for single family

dwellings located on owner-occupied property, subject to the provisions of these
requlations. (ord. 1647, § 1, 7/24/84)

615-3. APPLICANTS' QUALIFICATIONS.

Applicants for an EDS shall demonstrate their knowledge regarding the
health concerns, composting, wastewater treatment, and design, installation,
maintenance and—eoperaztimg coperation of experimental on-site disposal systems.
The Experimental Disposal Systems Manual may be obtained at Pthe Department of
Health and Human Services, Division of Environmental Public Health. Bepartment

+ fl

=xaminattonr—at—theHeattir Pepartment. Applicanté must successfully complete a
written examination at the Division of Environmental Health. (ord. 1647, § 1,
7/24/84) ' .
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615-4. PERMITS.

(a) Any person who wishes to install an EDS on any parcel of land may do
so only after applying for and obtaining a permit for thate purpose from the
Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Environmental Pubiie Health
Branch. Any such permit may be issued only if the applicant qualifiesd for the

permit under the provisions of this chapter. (ord. 2351, § 21, 12/06/2005; Oxd. .
§ _, __/ [2017)

(b} Applicants who successfully complete the examination as indicated in
§ 615-3 shall be eligible for issuance of an operating permit for an EDS.

(c) Operating permits shall be valid for a period of five (5) years.
Operating permits may be extended for a period of one (1) year provided that
evidence is submitted which indicates that an extension is necessary to complete

final testing of the unit. A maximum of three (3) such extensions may be
granted.

(d) Permits shall be issued for experimental design proposals which
indicate that the system can be operated without violating the revocation
conditions listed below or the provisions of § 615-6 and—6I5—7+ (ord. .5 _,
./ _f=2017)

(e) Operating permits and extensions granted pursuant to the provisions

of these regulations may be revoked during the experimental period under any of
the following conditions:

(1) An unsanitary condition caused by the system exists.
(2} There is.improper use or disﬁosal of the system end product.

(3) The dwelling which is served by the system is no longer
occupied by the person to whom the permit is issued.

(4) The system is no longer being maintained by the permittee.

(5) The system is being operated in a manner resulting in
groundwater or surface water contamination.

(6) The system is being operated in viclation of conditions for
approval of the operating permit.

(£) Before revocation of any operating permit, the permittee shall have
an opportunity to be heard regarding the matter upon which a proposed revocation
is based. The hearing shall be before a hearing officer designated by the County
Health Officer. BAny determination of the hearing officer may be appealed to the
Board of Supervisors within thirty (30) days of such determination.

(g) It shall be the duty of the County Health Officer to cause to be
filed with the Humboldt County Recorder a notice of each operating permit issued
pursuant to these regulations. The notice shall refer to the provisions of this
chapter, shall identify the locations of the site where the system is located by
Assessor's parcel number or any other appropriate description. A notice form
shall be prepared by the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Environmental Health PublictreattihrBranch. An appropriate notice shall also be
recorded by the Health Officer when the EDS is converted to a standard system.
{ord. 1647, § 1, 7/24/84; ord. 2351, § 21, 12/06/2005; Ord. . 8 . _/_[2017)
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615-5. INFORMATION SHARING.

(a) Each person who hag obtained a permit to operate an EDS shall provide
the Department of Health and Human Services Divigion of Environmental

Pubtic Health, Branch with a summary of his or her findings on a yearly basis at
a time designated by the Pepartment—of Division of Environmental Health-and-Human
Services—Pubtic—Heatthr Bramch. This summary shall include, but not be limited

to, the following: (ord. 2351, § 21, 12/06/2005; Qxd. . 5 ., _ [/ {2017)
(1) A description of operational procedures used for the system
during the test period. This description shall include initial

operational and maintenance procedures and any changes to those procedures
during the year -

(2) The result of any phy51cal and biological testing conducted
for the system.

(3) Methods of disposal of end product from the system.

(4) Any operational and maintenance problems which were
encountered and the methods which were used to resolve the problems.

(5} Planned activities for operation of the system during the
ensuing year.

(6) gther—recommendations—or—eomments Any other information

requested by the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Environmental Health. (ord. 1647, § 1, 7/24/84; Ord. ., S . __ [ _[2017)

615-6. WATERLESS TOILET SYSTEMS.

Waterless toilet systems under the provisions of this experimental program
shall be subject to the following requirements:

(a) Disposal of the end product from a disposal system shall be
prohibited in the following areas:

(1) Shallow subsurface disposal in present or planned food crop
growing areas or. dairy pasture.

(2) Area subject to seasonal runoff or areas seasonally inundated
by water.

(3) Areas within 50 feet (50') of ephemeral streams or 100 feet
{100') of perennial streams.

(b) The following methods of end product disposal shall be acceptable:
{1) Direct burial with a minimum of 18 inches (18") of compacted
soil is the preferred method of disposal of end product prior to final

designation of an experimental unit as a prototype.

(2) Disposal into an approved, conventional sewage disposal
system.
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(3) Shallow, subsurface disposal by tilling or a similar technigque
may be acceptable when the applicant proposes to use the method as part of
the treatment system. Final approval of this method shall be based upon
the treatment method proposed and a field review of the site proposed.

Sites proposed for shallow subsurface disposal shall have access
restricted to -the operator of the waste disposal system. Surface
distribution of end product prior to tilling shall be at a maximum
thickness of one-half inch (%¥"). Tilling shall be carried out immediately
after surface distribution is completed. Surface distribution shall be
timed to avoid sheet flows of water caused by rainfall.

(4) End product disposal shall be carried out by methods 1 or 2
above whenever an individual using an experimental unit has a communicable
disease which can be transmitted by human waste contamination of food or
water.

(c) The proposed system shall include a monitoring and maintenance plan.
{(d) The experimental unit shall be constructed using materials and

methods which resist the corrosive effects of waste material and which will be
structurally sound. (ord. 1647, § 1, 7/24/84)

615-87. PROTOTYPE EXPERIMENTAL SYSTEMS.

(a) An experimental disposal system may be designated as a prototype
disposal system prior to the expiration of an experimental operation permit
whenever it ig demonstrated that the treatment process has effectively and
reliably functioned during the experimental period.

{b) The following standards shall be met for designation of waterless
toilets.

) (1) The process must exclude disease vectors and must not spread
communicable diseases.
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(2) Waste materials, intermediate products, or finished product
must not contaminate or pollute surface or groundwater or otherwise
significantly degrade the environment.

(3) The process must result in a minimum reduction of veolatile
solids of 30 percent {30%) testing conducted at least twice annually.

(4) The process must result in a finished product with less than
500 fecal coliform bacterial per gram of sludge in tests conducted twice
annually. . -

(dc) The Health Pepartment Officer shall review the standards listed above
and make recommendations for changes to the Board of Supervisors within three (3)
years after the adoption of this chapter. The Board of Supervisors shall appoint
a citizens advisory committee to participate in the review. (ord. . §

—/_[2017)

PR

{ed) Experimental units which meet the specified standards at the end of
the five (5) year period and any extensions thereof granted shall be designated
as a prototype. (ord. , S5 . _ [/ [2017)

(fe) Permit holders who have cperated a designated prototype during the
experimental period shall not be subject to.semiannual inspections ox fees for
that protetype unit. (ord. . § . _/_[2017)

(gf) Persons applying for a permit to construct or operate a prototype who
have not previously successfully operated that prototype under an operating
permit shall obtain an operating permit and be subject to semiannual inspections
for the first two years after the system is initiated. Thexreafter, the applicant
shall demcnstrate the ability to successfully operate the prototype unit. (ord.

.8 _., _/ [f2017)

(hg) Review and designation or experimental units as prototype units shall
be the responsibility of the €ounty Health Officer. (ord. 1647, § 1, 7/24/84; Ord
— 5 _IM)
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615-98. INSPECTIONS.

(a) All experimental installations shall be owner-operated and subject
to inspection by the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Environmental Pulbtie Health, Branch upon reasonable notice. Routine inspections
shall be conducted upon two {(2) weeks advance notice or prearranged appointment
by the Division of Envircnmental Bepartment—of t ;
Heatth—Branch two times vyearly. Additional inspections may be made if
significant operational problems, health hazards, or nuisance conditions are
noted during the routine inspections or upon receipt of a  citizen's complaint.
The holder of an experimental operation may request additional inspections. (oxd.
2351, § 21, 12/06/2005; Ord. . § . __/_/2017)

(b) The cost of all inspections shall be paid by the holder of an
experimental operation permit., (ord. 1647, § 1, 7/24/84)
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CHAPTER 6

MAINTENANCE OVERSIGHT OF NON-STANDARD r
WATER CARRIED—SEWAGE PEIPOSAL ONSITE WASTEWATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

616-1. INTENT.

The intent of this article is to assure that non-standard;—water—carried
sewage—disposal wastewater treatment systems are periodically 1nspected.to assure
that they function properly and that any necessary maintenance is completed in
an expeditious manner. (oOrd. . § . _ [/ _[2017)

616-2. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this cﬁapter, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) Standard system: a method of water-carried, onsite sewage disposat
wastewater treatment system which includes a septic tank (with or without a sump
and pump) by which effluent is &+spesed—of carried through subsurface leach lines
which are constructed in accordance with § 612-1 of this cCode. The septic tank
in a standard system uses no mechanical device to aid treatment of sewage. (0xd.

8, ) fz017)

(b) Non-standard system:

(1} Any water-carried sewage—disposat onsite wastewater treatment
system which uses a pretreatment unit for sewage treatment (e.g. aerobic
treatment units, packed bed filters, sand filters); or {ord. 2374, § 1,
12/05/2006; Ord. ., 5 ., _/ f2017)

(2) Any water-carried sewsge—disposak onsite wastewater treatment
system that does not use subsurface leach lines for effluent disposat
dispersal (e.g. Wisconsin Mounds or At-Grades); or (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006;

ord. -, § ., _/_[2017)

(3) Any water-carried sewagedisposat onsite wastewater treatment
system where the pump tank and leach lines are connected by a pipe which
exceeds 500 feet in length; or+ (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. , 5 .
_/_[2017)

(4) Any system receiving flows greater than 1500 gallons per dav;
or loxd. , § . __[/_[2017) :

(#5) .Any other system the Department shall deem non-standard,
including but not limited to, pressure distribution systems, drip

dispersal systems, and constructed wetlands. (ord. 2159, § 1, 02/10/1998; Oxd.
2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . § . _/ /2017)
(c) Department: Department of Health and Human Services, Division of

Environmental Health Biviston. (ord. 2374, § %, 12/05/2006; Oxd. ., § ., _/ [2017}

{(ed) Qualified service provider: A person who shall demcnstrate all of the
fellowing: (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/20061; Ord. , 8§ ., [/ {2017}
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(1) California License: C-42 or C-36 Plumbhing Contractor, or Class
A General Engineering Contractor. (oxd. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

(2} Education: Third party inspection and maintenance certification
from a recognized institution (e.g. NSF, COWA, CEHA, CWEA, NOWRA, or
approved eguivalent). {oxd. 2374, § 1, 12/05/20086)

(3) Experlence Minimum of two (2) years experience installing non-
standard sewage—disposat onsite wastewater treatment systems, including a
minimum of ten {(10) non~standard—sewage—disposat such systems installed

and approved by the Department. (ord. 2374, §5 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . 5 .,
_[_[2017)

616=-3. OPERATIONAL PERMIT REQUIRED FOR NON-STANDARD SYSTEMS.

(a) No perscn, firm, corporation or other entity shall use, or cause or

allow the use of any non-standard system within the unincorporated area of
Humboldt County unless a valid operational permit is in effect for such—use that
system. This permit shall be applied for and issued on an application form
provided by the Department. Use of a non-standard system without a valid permit
is a viclation of this chapter, and subject to all of the remedies authorized by
state law or this cCode. (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . 5 __, _/ f2017)

(b) Experimental Disposal Systems as defined requlated in § 6156 or 65—
F Chapter 5 of this eCode shall not be subject to the provisions of this chapter.

{ord. P § . _ [/ J2017)

(c) The Board of Supervisors shall establish a fee or as or schedule or
of fees for operational permits, to be collected by the Department. (ord. 2159,
§ 2, 02/10/1998; oOrd. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . 5 . __/ [2017)

{(d) Upon payment of all fees and submission of an application which
demonstrates to the Department's satisfaction that the system will not have an
adverse effect on ground or surface waters or upon public health, an Operational

Permit shall be issued. The Birectorof—theBepartment Health Officer may issue
such regulations as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

{ord. 2159, § .2, 02/10/1998; Ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . 5§ ., _/_[f2017)
(1) Operational Permits are valid for a period of three (3) years
from the date of issuance unless revoked by the Department. (ord. 2374, § 1,
12/05/2006;0rd. ;8§ ., _/_f2017)
(2) Operational Permits may be renewed in accordance with the terms

of the permit, upon submittal of a complete application, payment of the
required fee, and submittal of inspection results demonstrating continued

proper maintenance and operation of the system as designed and constructed.
{ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

(3) Operational Permits must also be renewed at the time of
property sale or, in the case of commercial properties, upon change
in occupants or change of use. (Ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

(4) Operation of a non-standard sewagedispossl onsite wastewater

treatment system prior to the issuance of an Operatiomal Permit, or
without a currently valid operating permit, or after revocation of a

permit, shall be deemed a violation of the provisions of this chapter.
{ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . § . _/_f2017)
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(e) Upon issuance of a—permitt—for—anonstandard-—sewage—disposat final
construction approval for non-standard onsite wastewater treatment system, the
Department shall cause a notice to be recorded on the property title indicating
that a non-standard sewasge—disposat onsite wastewater treatment system has been
installed on the parcel and that an operational permit is required. This notice
is intended to alert subsequent property owners of the existence of the non-

standard sewage—disposal onsite wastewater treatment system. (ord. 2159, § 2,
02/10/1998; Ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Oxd. , 8§ ., _/ [2017)

(£) The owner of a parcel on which a non-standard sewage—disposat onsite
wastewater treatment system has been installed shall not interfere with the
Department's right to enter onto the parcel to inspect the property to assure

compliance with the provisions of this chapter. The owner shall make all
components of the system accessible during the inspection (e.q., tank lids, pump
control panel, and absorption area). {ord. 2159; § 2, 02/10/19%8; Ord. 2374, § 1,

12/05/2006; Ord. . § ., [/ /201m)

(g) Upon issuance of an operational permit, the Department shall cause
to be performed a minimum of one inspection during wet weather conditions within
the term of the permit. If deficiencies are identified, additional inspecticns
may be required and additional fees may be imposed. Failure to correct
deficiencies as directed by the Department may result in subsequent inspections,
additional fees, or revocation of the permit. The inspections required by this

section shall include the following factors: (ord. 2159, § 2, 02/10/1998; Ord. 2198, §
1, 10/19/1999; Ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

(1) Daily rainfall in Eureka for the previous thirty (30} days;

(2) Observation of the water level in any monitoring well required
as part of the sewage—disposa} wastewater treatment system permit; (ord. _
- 5§ __, _/ o1y

(3) Recording of domestic water use where available;

(4) Occupancy load;

(5) Soil moisture conditions;

(6) Vegetation and growth conditions;
(7) . Erosion and drainage;
(8) Available information concerning maintenance performed on the

non-standard sewage onsite wastewater treatment system (e.g. replacing a
pump or pump float switch, pumping the septic tank, or flushing laterals);

(ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; ord. , § ., __/_[2017)
(9) Condition of all sewage compconents of the non-standard sewage
onsite wastewater treatment system; (ozd. . 5 __, __/(2017)

{10) oOther information that may be available and pertinent to the

operation of the non-standard sewage onsite wastewater treatment system.
(Ord. 2198, § 1, 10/19/1999; ord. . 8§, __/_[2007)
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. (h) The property owner shall have the option of contracting with a
gQualified wemsuktant Professional, as defined in § 611-2(n), or gQualified
sService pProvider, as defined in § 612-2(d)., to perform the required inspection.
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Permit—appiication— Upon issuance of an Operational Permit, the gqQualified
Professional consultant or Qualified sService pProvider shall cause to be
performed a minimum of one inspection during wet weather conditions within the
term of the permit. If deficiencies are identified, additional inspections may
be required and additional fees may be imposed. Fallure to correct deficiencies
as directed by the Department may result in subsequent inspections, additional
fees, or revocation of the permit. Inspection reports prepared by Qualified
Professionals consultants or Qualified sService pProviders must be submitted
within fifteen (15) days of completion, on an inspection form approved by the
Department. The inspections required of this section shall include the
information listed in numbers 1-10 of Sectiona § 616-3 (g) set forth above. (oxd.

2159, § 2, 02/10/1998; oxd. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . 8§ ., _/ J2017)
(1) The property owner may apply for a Homeowner-Inspected Operational
Permit if all the following conditions are met: (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)
(1) A valid Operational Permit has been in effect for a minimum of

six (6) vyears; (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

(2) All required inspections have been completed; (ord. 2374, § 1,

12/05/2006)

(3) The system is not failing; (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

(4) The system has been properly maintained; (ord. 2374, § 1,
12/05/2006)

(5) The minimum following compohents are present and maintained in

good repair: lateral end sweeps and caps, tank risers and lids, effluent
filter, functioning alarm and pump floats, and pump control panel. (oxd.
2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

A Homeowner-Inspected Operational Permit will be issued upon payment.of
fees and shall be in effect for a pericd. of three (3) years. Renewal of a
Homeowner-Inspected Operational Permit regquires an application, a fee, and
results of a completed inspection. Homeowner-Inspected Operational Permits
shall revert to Operational Permits at the time of property sale or when
inspections-are not being completed and submitted to the Department. This permit
may be revoked if maintenance or operational problems are not being corrected in
a timely manner. Selection of this option dces not preclude oversight from the
Department, including inspections. Upon issuance of a Homeowner-Inspected
Operational Permit, the homeowner shall cause to be performed a minimum of one
inspection during wet weather conditions within the term of the permit.
Additional inspections may be required in cases where deficiencies occurring in
the system have been identified. Failure to correct deficiencies in accordance
with written directions may result in additional re-inspection fees. The
inspections required of this section are listed in numbers 1 - 10 of Section@&
§ 616-3(qg).. Inspection reports prepared by the homeowner must be submitted
within fifteen (15) days of completion, on an inspection form approved by the
Department. {(Ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. , § . _/_[f2017)
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6l6-4. REVOCATION.

{a) If the Department determines that a non-standard onsite wastewater
treatment system for which a permit has been granted may have an adverse effect
upon the ground or surface waters, or upon the public health, or may have a
significant effect upon the environment, the permit may be revoked by the
Department after notice of the proposed action has been mat3ed sent by certified
mail to the permittee, and the permittee has been given an opportunity to respond

at a given time and place. (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . 8§ ., _/_f2017)
(b) Upon a determination by the Department that immediate action is

required to prevent an adverse effect upon public health, or upon surface or
ground waters, the permit may be summarily revoked. Summary revocation shall be
followed within seven (7) days by notice of the action mailed to the permittee,
setting a time and place for response within ten {10) days of the date of
mailing. (ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006; Ord. . § . __/ [f2017)

(c) A revoked permit may be reinstated if the Department determines that
a plan has been established for adequate repair, alteration and/or maintenance
of the system, and all costs of enforcement, including attorney fees, violation

reinspection fees and any of the costs described in § 616-5 have been paid.
(ord. 2374, § 1, 12/05/2006)

616-5. ABATEMENT .

In any action, judicial or administrative, to enforce any provision of this
Code relating to onsite sewage disposal-—treatment, the County may recover all of
thre its costs of enforcement, including, but not limited to, sewage disposat
treatment system repair, replacement, and/or maintenance, any administrative
overhead, salaries, and expenses incurred by the following departments: Puriie
Department of Health and Human Services—Branci, t :
Planning and Building Department, County Counsel, Code Enforcement Unit, District
Attorney, Buildinmgs—and/or Public Works Department. All such costs shall be a
lien upen the property upon which the system is located. (oxd. 2159, § 3, 02/10/1998;
(oxrd. 2374, § 1, 12/05/20061; Ord.  § . _/ f2017)

616-6. "PROVISIONS CUMULATIVE.
The provisions of this article are in addition to any other requirements

for a permit for construction, alteration, or repair of a sewage disposz:
treatment system. ({ord. . § ., __/_[2017)
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CHAPTER 7

GRAYWATER SYSTEMS

617-1. DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND PERMITTING.

Graywater systems shall be designed, constructed and permitted in
accordance with Chapter 15 Alternate Water Resources for Nonpotable Applications,

§§ 1501 through 1502.15 of the 2016 California Plumbing Code, as mav be amended
from time to time, which is incorporated herein in full. A Clothes Washer System
as defined in 8§ 1502.1.1 of Chapter 15 Alternate Water Sources for Nonpotable
Applications of the 2016 California Plumbing Code does not require a permit to
construct. Simple Systems and Complex Systems as defined in §§ 1502.1.2 and
1502.1.3 of Chapter 15 Alternate Water Sources for Nonpotable Applications of the

2016 California Plumbing Code require permits issued by the Health Officer, as

well as construction permits issued by the County Building Official. {ord.
. § ., __/_f2017)
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TITLE VI - WATER AND SEWAGE

DIVISION 2

SEWAGE ANB—CESIPOCL-CLEANING

Chapter 1 - Regulation of the Business of Cleaning Cesspools, Septic

[ W o R W W s R ]

621-1.
621-2.
621-3.
621-4.
621-5.
621-6.
621-17.

Tanks, Seepage Pits, Pit Privies, and Vaults.

Engaging in Business.

Permits.

Application for Permit.

Investigation ofAppiicants—and Issuance of Permits.
Areas of Regulation.

Expiration of Permits.

Recourse of Faithful Performance Bond.
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§ 621-1
TITLE VI - WATER AND SEWAGE
DIVISION 2
SEWAGE AND—CESBPOOL—CLEANING
CHAPTER 1

REGULATIONS OF THE BUSINESS OF CLEANING CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS,
SEEPAGE_PITS, PIT PRIVIES, AND VAULTS

621-1. ERGAGING IN BUSINESS.

The term "engaging in business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks, seepage
pits, pit privies and vaults and the removal of contents for c¢leaning thereof,"
as used herein, shall include, but is not limited, to any person who goes about
from place to place with apparatus or equipment designed for cleaning cesspools,
septic tanks, seepade pits, pit privies, and vaults, or who shall have an
established place of business for said purpose and who shall make a charge for
said services. (ord, 245, § 2, 5/1/48; Ord. , 8 . _/_f2017)

621-2, PERMITS.

No person shall engage in the business of cleaning cesspools, septic tanks,
seepage pits, pit privies, and vaults and the removal of the contents thereof
within the County without first having obtained from the Department of Health and
Human Services, Division of Environmental Pubriic Health, Bramwsh a permit to do

so as hereinafter provided. (0ord. 245, § 2, 5/1/48; Ord. 2351, § 22, 12/06/2005; Ord.
. § ., _J f2017)
621-3. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT,

All persons who desire to engage in the business of cleaning cesspools,
septic tanks, seepage pits, pit privies, and wvaults and the removal of the
contents thereof within the County will make and file within the Department of
Health and Human Services, Divisicn of Envircnmental Pubiic Health, Branch a
written application for a permit to do so., (Ord. 245, § 3, 5/1/48; Ord. 2351, § 22,
12/06/2005; Ozrd. . 85, [/ f201m)

621-4, INVESTIGATION OFP—3PPHICANTI-AND ISSUANCE OF PERMITS.

It shall be the duty of the Department of Health and Human Services,

Division of Environmental Pubiic Health Branchof—the—€ountyof Humboldt, upon

receiving an application for a permit as herein provided, to investigate the
characteroftheappticant applicant’s knowledge of sanitary principles; the kind
and type of apparatus and equipment he the applicant intends to use in cleaning
cesspools, septic tanks, seepage pits, pit privies, and wvaults; the place or
places to which the contents of any cesspool, septic tank, seepadge pit, pit
privy, or vault may be removed; and, if the Department of Health and Human
Services, Division of Environmental Pulite Health, Bremelr is satisfied from said
investigation, to issue a permit to the applicant upon the payment of a fee for
each permit issued in the amount set by resolution or ordinance of the Board of
Supervisors and the giving of a personal or surety bond in the sum of ene Five
Thousand Dollars 5160666+ (55,000.00) conditioned for the faithful performance
of all duties enjoined by this division or by the Department of Health and Human
Services, Division of Envircnmental Pubitc Health—Branch. {(ord. 1192, § 1, 2/7/78;
ord. 2351, § 22, 12/06/2005; Ord. . 8 _, _/_/2017)
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§ 621-5
621-5. AREAS OF REGULATION.
Every person who obtains a permit provided for in this division shall be

subject to the rules and order of the Department of Health and Human Services,
Divigsion of Environmental Public Health, Bramch in the following matters: (ord.

2351, § 23, 12/06/20051 Ord. _° . 5 . _ /[ f2017)

(a) The manner of cleaning any cesspool, septic tank, seepage pit, pit
privy, or wault. (oxd. , 8 ., __/_f2017)

(b) The removal of the contents thereof and the place to which said

contents are moved.

Refusal by any person to obey and carry out the rules and orders of the
Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Environmental Pubiic Health,
Branch in the manner herein specified shall be grounds for the revocation of the

permit referred to in this division. (ord. 245, § 6, 5/1/48; Ord. 2351, § 22, 12/06/2005;
ord. . § . __/_f201m)
621-6. EXPIRATION OF PERMITS.

Permits issued pursuant to this division shall be valid only for the
unexpired portion of the calendar year in which the application is made. all
permits shall expire and become null and void at the end of each calendar year.
Permits may be renewed from year to year upon filing of a written application,
the payment of the fee, and the giving of the faithful performance bond as
provided for in § 621-4 of this chapter. (oxd. 989, §5 1, 7/23/74)

621-7. RECOURSE TO FAITHFUL PERFORMANCE BOND.

In the event that the holder of a permit issued pursuant to the provisionsg
of this division vioclates any of the provisions hereof or any rules or orders of
the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Environmental Pubiie
Health Branch, said vieclation shall permit the County at its option to resoxrt to
the faithful performance bond for the payment of a penalty in the sum of &me Five

Thousand Dollars 1$i—ﬁeﬁ—ﬁe+ (55,000.00) . (ord. 245, § 8, 5/1/48; Ord. 2351, § 22,
12/06/2005; Ord. . § . _/_f2017)

437



ATTACHMENT 2

Pre-Adoption Summary of the Proposed Ordinance



SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

(The summary shail be published and a certified copy of the full text of the proposed
ordinance shall be posted in the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at least
five (5) days prior to the Board of Supervisors meeting at which the proposed ordinance
is to be adopted.)

* SUMMARY

On , 2017, at its regularly scheduled Board meeting, the Humboldt
County Board of Supervisors will consider for adoption a proposed ordinance repealing
Sections 612-3 and 615-7; amending Sections 611-1 through 611-6, 611-11, 611-12,
612-1, 612-2, 612-4 through 612-8, 613-1, 613-3 through 613-5, 614-1, 615-1 through
615-5, 615-8, 615-9, 616-1 through 616-6, 621-1 through 621-5, 621-7; and adding
Sections 613-4 and 617-1 to Title VI of the Humboldt County Code relating to Sewage
and Onsite Wastewater Treatment and Sewage Cleaning.

The text of the proposed ordinance is avallable from the Clerk of the Board,
Room 111, 825 Fifth Street, Eureka, CA.



ATTACHMENT 3

Post-Adoption Summary of the Proposed Ordinance



SUMMARY FOR PUBLICATION AFTER ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

(The summary shall be published within fifteen (15) days after the adoption of the
ordinance.)

SUMMARY
On , 2017, the Humboldt County Board of Supervisors adopted
Ordinance No. repealing Sections 612-3 and 615-7; amending Sections

611-1 through 611-6, 611-11, 611-12, 612-1, 612-2, 612-4 through 612-8, 613-1,
613-3 through 613-5, 614-1, 615-1 through 615-5, 615-8, 615-9, 616-1 through 616-6,
621-1 through 621-5, 621-7; and adding Sections 613-4 and 617-1 to Title VI of the
Humboldt County Code relating to Sewage and Onsite Wastewater Treatment and
Sewage Cleaning.

A copy of the ordinance is posted in the office of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.
The votes were:
AYES:

NOES:
ABSENT:



ATTACHMENT 4

Notice of Exemption under California Environmental Quality Act



Notice of Exemption - Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research Fram: (Public Agency): Humboldt County
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Department of Health and Human Services
Sacramento, CA 85812-3044 — -
Division of Environmental Health
County Clerk -
County of: Humboidt (Address)

Project Title: Locail Agency Management Program for Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS)

Humboldt County DHHS Division of Environmentat Health

Project Applicant:

Project Location - Specific:
Unincorporated areas of Humboldt County, and incorporated areas that rely on DEH permitting of OWTS

All in Humboldt County Humbaoldt

Project Location - City: Project Lacation - Gounty:
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

This project benefits the County of Humboldt by updating the Humboldt County Cede, Title VI, Division 1-
Sewage Disposal and the Onsite Wastewater Treatment System Regulations to enhance environmental
protections for onsite wastewater disposal in accordance with the State OWTS Policy.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Humboldt
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Humboldt County Division of Environmental Health

Exempt Status: (check one):
0O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
00 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080{b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
B Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Class 8, Section 15308

Reasans why project is exempt:

The improvements to the Humboldt County Code and update to the Onsite Wastewater Treatment System
Regulations is an action being taken by the regulatory agency that holds jurisdiction over onsite wastewater
systems to improve planning, design, construction, and maintenance activities associated with permit review
and issuance to improve environmental protections for onsite wastewater disposal.

Lead Agency

Contact Person: (707) 4456215

Carolyn Hawkins Area Code/Telephone/Extension:

It filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? O Yes [ No

Signature: éé‘ N l/Date: ! D/ “ 7 Titie: 6Up¢N|5m4 Environmental
R S < Healtn gpecialist

[ Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OFR;:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Cade.

Revised 2011



