RECEIVED

Pacific Gas and _ Vice President, CFO, and Controller
%! Electric Company.. APR - 8 2024 Dakiand, CA 84612
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

By Certified U.S. Mail, Return Receipt Requested:
9589 0710 5270 0410 5209 73

April 5, 2024

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
County of Humboldt

825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501

Re: Claim for Refund of Property Taxes Paid
Claimant: Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Tax Year: 2019-2020
Assessment #: 799-000-001-000

To the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Humboldt,

Pacific Gas and Electric Company hereby claims a refund of property taxes paid,
pursuant to Division 1, Part 9, Chapter 5, Article 1 of the California Revenue and
Taxation Code sections 5096 and 5097, et seq., erroneously and illegally assessed
against Claimant by the County of Humboldt, California for Tax Year 2019-2020, and
erroneously and illegally collected from Claimant by the County Tax Collector for that
Tax Year.

Claimant requests that an order of the Board of Supervisors be issued directing the
proper officials of the County of Humboldt to refund to Claimant the sum of
$2,211,279.00 for property taxes levied by and paid by Claimant to the Humboldt
County Tax Collector for Tax Year 2019-2020, including interest thereon and attorney’s
fees and costs as required by law, statute, or rule.

In support of this Claim for Refund, Claimant states:
1. Claimantis and at all times herein mentioned a corporation duly organized

and existing under the laws of the State of California, with its principal place
of business located at 300 Lakeside Drive, Oakland, California.
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2. For Tax Year 2019-2020, the California State Board of Equalization

determined the assessed value of Claimant’s unitary and nonoperating
California property pursuant to its authority under Article Xlll, section 19 of the
California Constitution and of Revenue and Taxation Code section 721.
Pursuant to its authority under Revenue and Taxation Code section 756, the
State Board of Equalization transmitted assessment roll values showing
Claimant’s unitary and nonoperating property in the County of Humboldt. On
the basis of this assessment, unitary taxes were calculated and levied on
Claimant’s property in the County of Humboldt for the Tax Year 2019-2020 in
the sum of $7,269,692.00 (Exhibit 1). Claimant paid these taxes in full on or
~about December 10, 2019 and April 10, 2020 (Exhibit 2).

3. Claimant is entitled to a refund of a portion of these taxes in the amount of

$2,211,279.00, plus appropriate interest, on grounds that such taxes were
ilegally assessed and levied, and/or erroneously and illegally collected, for
the following reasons:

a. The property tax rate used to compute Claimant's property taxes for
Tax Year 2018-2020 exceeded the rate applied in the same Tax Year
to other locally-assessed property in the County of Humboldt in
violation of Article XIlll, section 19 of the California Constitution and /7T
World Communications v. City and County of San Francisco, 37 Cal.
3d 859 (1985).

b. The property tax assessment against Claimant’s property in the County
of Humboldt and the taxes collected on that assessment, which were
assessed and collected pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code
section 100(b)(2), violated Article XlIl,’ section 1 of the California
Constitution (“Uniformity Clause”).

c. The property tax assessment against Claimant's property in the County
of Humboldt and the taxes collected on that assessment, which were
assessed and collected pursuant to Revenue and Taxation Code
section 100(b)(2), violated the Fourteenth Amendment of the United
States Constitution ("Equal Protection Clause”).

d. The taxes collected on Claimant's property in the County of Humboldt
were in excess of the amount permitted under Article XIIIA, section
2(a) of the California Constitution (“Proposition 13").
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e. If, in the future, Claimant identifies additional grounds for its Claim for
Refund herein, Claimant reserves its right to supplement or amend this
Claim for Refund to state additional facts to support such grounds.

4. Claimant has duly and timely paid all property taxes assessed and levied by
the County of Humboldt. No refund of the aforementioned taxes, or any part
thereof, has been previously paid to Claimant.

If you have questions, please contact Becky Zhu directly by email at
becky.zhu@pge.com or by mail to Becky Zhu, Attention: Tax Department, 300 Lakeside
Drive, Oakland, California, 94612.

Respectfully submitted,

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY

By: 511,/3 ‘-%m@%:)
Stéphanie Williams
Vice President, Chief Financial Officer
and Controller
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

|, Stephanie Williams, am the Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and
Controller for Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Claimant in the foregoing Claim for
Refund (“Claim”). | am authorized to make this Verification for and on behalf of Pacific
Gas and Electric Company.

I have read the foregoing Claim and know its contents. | am informed and
believe, and on that basis allege, that the matters stated in the Claim are true.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that
the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on (date) %!2.8/2(7/ , iIn Oakland, California.

EEE [ ”‘\:  cop—
Stephanie Williams
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Pacific Gas and
Electric Gompany.

uMé

Tax Department
300 Lakeside Drive
Oakland, CA 94612

Tax Year 2019-2020 Property Tax Proof of Payment

Note: Included below are screen shots of PG&E's accounting system indicating the clearing of the

payment made by electronic transfer.

1% Installment: $3 634,845.91

Vendor

h
b
'
U

- COUNTY OF HUMBDLDT TAX COULECTOR G,'L A

1 Company Coda’ [:] | sESETHST RIS : 1 D@mnt e
it = = 4] Raferance 12/07/201%)
‘; Aﬁn;o;:: r!_.gal:ﬂﬁ-ﬂ : usp ) - . PR N 12/07/2018)
! LI T . Cufrency : Tusp postnqpemd 12 f 2015/
L e g — R T Ref. Tonmdn  [BKPF | Accounting document ) .
‘: BU‘:.B;:;B Dm?m K . En; fice Key  [2150258532PGEL2015 | Lop. S'fstP.m PRI 20 1
[ N . } ered by _[Bca_ap_pAvoR) .
: . Disc. Arml)unt 0.00 uso ; Entry Date 12}96!2919% i Th'rrlgofgnw {m
‘270973018 PG .. - SR Tode Flle T T
j _InvoicgRef, [ M_]fro"i ) Z::::Z: . “[—J d - mupdm - :
| Pt Meth, sup, [ | Rt keythead) 1 {u——'} Refkey 2. RS
12/67/2015) / zlsozsassﬂpaymnunmt 3,634,845_51 usp : e ———
20191207 1 - ]
; @a Long text | T = 1

2" Installment: $3,634,845.91

\'endnr ....|100625% | COUNTYOF z»%UMBDLD"I' TAX COLLECTOR * IE Dotument Header: PGEL t‘nwﬁa‘n_\? Code"
Compan 'cm- " apSETHST#125° . "+ - m >
reay . - *'{ Dowment Type I?Z-i?ﬁ}tllust-\lendorm
Pacfic Gas b Elictric Co© FUREKA. .| DocHester ot jz;zumumw —
Lneltem!.routqchgpaymentjzs - ) - Docfieaver Toxt 1208 - . .
; Reference | Document Date . [o3709/2020]
Aok B ¢34, 865,51 vsB. ’ : : Posting Date - - [oa/ossz020]. -«
; : osting . R
Tex Code . .
e _.__D . ! B Posthgpemd ) 'TI:T"?:!“! S
Addional Datz j T T . dn | Accounting document -
: - Reference Key . °_[2150670013%GET 2020 'l u:g System [PRL 826 |
Sus. Arer |, . T
i A - Dsc. Amaum T USD Entered by - Bﬂ‘! AZ ] PAE'Q& .
i . - 2
: Time of Entry. *nn 1631 :H[
! - Davslpercent . N ——h'[——'
Blne Date 0470872020
“prortBock [ Trivoice Ref:__ [ 1 [ ERYAC
Prot Method__{F] proeit Meth, Sup, [}
Ceatng -~ uqfae!zcszui:[zuuuvuuleipmntmmt 2,631, 845,91 | usD
| R
| Assignment (20200409 .
T 1 [ rgrex ]




