AGENDA ITEM NO.

G-

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

For the meeting of: October 13, 2015

Date: September 21, 2015

To: Board of Supervisors

From: Supervisor Ryan Sundberg

Subject: Board Discussion Regarding HCAOG Hiring Polling Firm to Poll voters on a Proposed

Humboldt County Transportation Sales Tax Measure

RECOMMENDATION(S): That the Board of Supervisors receive a report from Supervisor Sundberg, the
Board's representative on the HCAOG Board, and give direction as it relates to a proposal to hire a polling
firm to poll voters on a proposed Humboldt County Transportation Sales Tax Measure.

SOURCE OF FUNDING: HCAOG

DISCUSSION: HCAOG has been exploring funding options to support local transportation needs and is
requesting input from the Board on whether a polling firm should be hired to survey the local electorate to
determine the level of support for a sales tax measure to fund local transportation. The estimated cost of
polling voters is approximately $30,000.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: N/A

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: Humboldt County Association of Governments (HCAOG)

ALTERNATIVES TO STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Board discretion.

ATTACHMENTS: HCAOG Local Transportation Revenue Option Workshop Meeting Summary and
June 16, 2008 Humboldt County Transportation Sales Tax Measure Survey.
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Humboldt County Association of Governments
Local Transportation Revenue Option Workshop
Meeting Summary and Suggested Work Plan

Meeting Summary:

On Wednesday August 26", 2015 the Humboldt County Association of
Governments (HCAOG) held a Local Transportation Revenue Option Workshop
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Wharfinger Building in Eureka. The workshop
was attended by over 30 community leaders, including local government staff,
elected officials, and members of the public.

The agenda included a welcome from the HCAOG Chair Susan Ornelas and self
introductions by the attendees. A transportation funding overview presentation
was provided by Eileen Goodwin, President, Apex Strategies. The overview
included an interactive voting session where attendees were asked at various
times during the two hour and half session to weigh in on various topics ranging
from the amount of the current gas tax to thoughts of current legislation to
possible additional funding mechanisms. A copy of the PowerPoint and including
a copy of the voting results can be found on line at
http:fm.hcaog.net!calendarfdatefl.ocaI-transpnnaticn-revenue-nptic:nsn
workshop. .

The presentation specifically covered the context of transportation funding as it
relates to historical sources for funds at both the state and federal level, the
buying power and fuel economy impacts to the gas tax funding source, the
impact of the state’s “borrowing” of transportation funding and the payback
mechanisms. There was a discussion about the SBX 1-1 funding proposal which
would raise revenue and would support state highway and local streets and road
maintenance projects as well as create a reward fund for new transportation
sales tax counties.

The presentation also covered the current pilot project to use vehicle miles
traveled (VMT) as a potential way to generate review. Eileen explained the
various methodologies currently being studied and presented a timeline for the
WMT Pilot Project.

Some of the key results from the polling include:

. 57% of the attendees feel the current state and federal gas tax is not
enough to adequately fund transportation;

. 79% of the attendees feel that the state's budget 40% coverage of
identified transportation priorities is not adequate;

. 79% of the attendees feel the state and federal governments are unlikely
to solve the transportation funding problem;



« The two highest funding priorities from the group included maintenance
(59%) and more transportation choices/mobility options (28%),

« The three most popular local control funding options ideas were % cent
countywide sales tax (36%), Y2 cent countywide sales tax (29%), and local
gas tax increase (18%); and

« When asked whether the group favored looking at a potential funding
option for the ballot in 2016 70% were interested in continuing the
exploration of the topic, 5% were ready to move to be on the ballot now
and 25% felt that the community would not be ready for 2016.

HCAOG Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) members provided a panel to
present and discuss challenges related to their specific role. The panel was
moderated by Eileen and included Kevin Tucker, Chief of North Planning,
Caltrans: Tom Mattson, Director of Public Works, Humboldt County, Marcella
Clem, Executive Director of the Humboldt County Association of Governments;
Praj White, City Engineer for the City of Ferndale; Doby Class, City Engineer-
Public Works Director for the City of Arcata, and Charles Roecklin, City Engineer
for the City of Eureka. Some of the themes from the speakers included: grants
program no longer have a geographic equity component which makes it extra
difficult for smaller rural counties to attract funds; it is difficult for local agencies to
meet local match requirements because revenues are so limited, partnerships
are very important between agencies especially between the cities, there are
many more needs than there is money—maintenance of roads and bridges is
very important because neglecting maintenance makes project costs go up; the
performance based and data based grant process is here to stay yet a challenge
because it is expensive to collect data and administer state and federal grants;
and greenhouse gas emission reduction is a key element in what does get
funded with rural areas not competing well for this type of funding. The panelists
took questions from the audience.

For the last session, Eileen presented some typical next steps on moving forward

with consideration of additional funding focusing in on the funding mechanisms
that require public votes. The Suggested Work Plan follows below.

Chairperson Ornelas took the floor to thank Eileen, the TAC Panel, and HCAOG
staff for the excellent workshop meeting.

The Workshop Adjourned at 6:00



Suggested Work Plan:

Since 75% of those attending indicated a desire to keep exploring this topic in
anticipation of a potential ballot measure in 2016, the recommended next steps
for HCAOG include:

o
o

Continue to talk about the funding alternatives to narrow down the options;
Conduct a poll of likely November 2016 voters in Fall/Winter 2015:
o Assess funding options with likely voters (1/4 cent versus 1/2 cent
etc. versus other potential options)
o Assess project priorities with likely voters (maintenance versus
capital versus investment in mobility options);
Continue stakeholder outreach and input;
Determine appropriate voter safeguards (i.e. limits on expenditures,
oversight committee, annual audits etc.);
After the polling results and stakeholder input is received, begin to develop
a draft expenditure plan;
Determine if additional environmental clearance is necessary,
Coordinate with County Clerk on various ballot deadlines and costs,
Expand community and stakeholder outreach and input once plan is
developed—get input on the plan;
Check in with voters through poll Spring 2016 to determine readiness for
November 2016:
o Include draft ballot question with word limit, project list, voter
safeguards etc.; and
o HCAOG to deliberate being on the ballot by August 2016 deadline.

Workshop summary and suggested work plan created by Eileen Goodwin, Apex
Strategies



S . e e 5 L

g . B %rT Ll ‘aq pinoys 1 JBUM jnoge isnf ¢
. ) ‘pede Buyey
£C % LEBL ale spedd - Speau uoneuodsues
o} Asuow ybnousa 10N °Z
: *AgUowW S} Joy
b %hSPE sanuoud Jayjo sie ssSy) 'yonw oo] |

wnog Juaniad

(8oyp adniy) ey swaas
pasau jo abelanod %0p JUaLINd aYyL g

sjeloL
ybu noge jsnr g
=] Yl LS yBnous JoN ‘2
i %EZ ¥l yonw ooj |
unon juaaiad

(astoys apdin) ~-swees
uojjeb sad xe} sjuaa ¢9 Bupsixa Jng ‘i

uonsanp Aq sjnsay

L
suofsann

62 62 INd 00:51:9 51L02/9Z/8

sjuediojued [gj0) sjuediojued aARdY pajeal] sleg

Nd 80'9 §L0Z-9Z-8
doysyiopn suondo Buipungd ©0OVIH
alepN uolssag



Y068

%GH'E

%000

%000

%65 L2

SeSP'E

%2985

unog

sasuodsay

Juasiad

EC

%lE6L

Y6802

uno)

Jusdiad

s[ejo|
anoqe ay jo Iy
as)a Bunyawosg
shemalen
jays1 uonsabuog -

sasloya/suondo uonepodsuel)
2/owWw spaau AjuUnLIWoY

Ayjigow uBIpIYD [DOYIS/,SIOBS T
aoueusuEW L

=+ W o -

o3

(sa104D
ajdiynpy) wejqoid ayl suyeq v

‘suonnjos |eau fue fejap
Ajuo [m 31242 uoyaale [enuapisasd
aU1 7 MOU |BuoiaunisAp

oo} aie sGuy femoN "2

Joy ausy) aue Aay) jeum si ) sauby L

{amoyo sdpiny) sn Jo4 enssi
Buipuny} Sy} 3A|0S ||IM SIUSWUISADD
8]elS pue |esapad ayl yujyij "t



%OLE

%000

Yalt'L

%531l

%000

%lB8¥l

|| on|N O |~

%9555

wnon

juadiag

Yl L

%ll'SE

%.G5°8E

%000

%l L

%lSE

%08'L1l

unon

uanad

sje1o0l
sjyby s
uoisuedxs femuyBiH
aosueusjuew Aemybiy
uoisuedxa aJiaas sng
S52708 J0gIEH — JUSLLIBAOL Spoog)
Sjies} 230 IO pue SauE| 3yig
sajoujod Buiji4

~ ol oo W@ -

(a210yD ajdnin) duepodwy
150W swaas j9afosd yaym

sjejol
s1oaloid Jama) op - S8XE] 310W ON “/
Jua3 % jo xe) sajes apmiunog g
U832 % 10 XB) 53|Es spwAjunon g
saxe] |joufed ¥
a3 Jadojgaag ¢
xe) Auadoidjaoied ‘g
xe) seb jgoo )
(821049 ajdyn)

210 LaAlloeiny ag ybiw Bulpung
40 S82IN0S |BUCHIPPY 1BUM 'S



14

%00°04

%00'52

%00°S

sasuodsay

wunon

juadiad

sjejoL

-ale
Sl paau alj) — 1Saalul J310A S1 313y
J @=s pue Buyod og "sdals xau
3U1 24E] PINCYS aMm HUlyj op | Ing
‘Jou 1o ApESI B1E 8M JI MOUY 1,Uop |
‘9107 Jo) Apeal jou 3l apy 2

"Buoj oo} pajiem aney

am 'Buiok 186 pjnoys app, “aausoul
pappe ayj 8yl | ‘Bunioxs spunog |

o3

{asioyo sdnin)
***gL0Z Ul XB] SB|ES B 8yl SWaas L



1D 0IIXIN — [\ “UOSIPRIA — V) ‘PUBPEO — V) ‘BIIUOJN BIUES

sisAppuy 421104 21]qnd P Yo.pasay uoiuido)
SIPIDOSSY X UIJINDJA ‘UTISDJA ‘YUunqain,J

09FT-0ZT

800% ‘61-9T 2unp
‘pejonpuo)) LsAIng

A244ng 2uNSVIPY XD SIS

uonyvpiodsuviy Quno) }pjoquingy




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

Maslin,
Maullin &
Associates

Sales Tax Measure

Opinion Besegrch &

Methodology

> 800 telephone interviews with Humboldt
County voters likely to cast ballots in the
November 2008 general election

> Interviews conducted between June 16-19,
2008

» Margin of sampling error of +/- 3.5%



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
Maslin,

Maullin & mm—@m Hjmﬂ 7&@”@:%@

Associates

) i I o e
O petion Keseare &
Public Polcy Anafisi mm% ‘m‘_-ﬂyg_:mm

Slide 3

» A plurality of voters believe that the County is headed
in the wrong direction

" General economic and cost-of-living concerns appear to be
the primary drivers of these impressions

» A solid majority of voters support a sales tax measure
funding transportation projects, but support levels fall
short of the two-thirds threshold

» Voters prioritize spending potential sales tax funds on
repairing roads and bridges, and expanding bus
service, particularly with low-emission buses

» Total support increases after pro and con arguments,
but fails to reach the required two-thirds threshold

» As a result, a transportation sales tax does not appear
viable for the November 2008 election; 2010 offers a
potential alternative



Humboldt County Transportation
Sales Tax Measure

Fairbank,
Maslin,
Maullin &
Associates

Opimivs Research &
Pub i Policy Anahsiz

Perceptions of the Community



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

Maslin,
Maullin &
Associates Siide 5

Eatea Voters are somewhat pessimistic
about the direction of the County.

Sales Tax Measure

Wrong Track
43%

Right
Direction 35%

DK/NA 22%

2 Would you say things in Humboldt County are going in the nght direction, or are they off on the wrong track?



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
Maultin & Sales Tax Measure

tocwi Unemployment and the economy are

on the top of voters' minds...
(Open-ended)

Opmn Research &
Pubilic Policy Ana s

Jobs/unemployment/the economy
Gas prices

27%

Drugs

Affordable housing
Education/public schools

Growth and development
Homelessness/poverty

City streets/deteriorating/ in need of repair
Public transportation/not enough
Crime

Government spending/budget
Pollution generally/the environment
Unemployment

Health care

Medical marijuana

Nothing/None

Other

DKI/NA

7%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%
3. What do you think is the most serfous issue facing the residents of Humboldt County that you would like to see local government do something aboul?




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

Maslin,

Maullin & mm—@w .._JWN z&mm:—aw

Associates . de
e «s.and are seen as the most important s
_ problems compared to other issues.
(Ranked by Extremely Serious Problem)
@ Ext. Ser. B Very Ser. 0 S.W. Ser. B Not Ser. O No Opin.

The economy and jobs 41% E

The cost of health care 41% E 8% &

The cost of housing 24% 26% 13% §

Potholes on local streets and roads 20% . 31% | 18%
Crime 19% 34%

Not enough growth and development 19% 23% E

The quality of local public schools 18% 20% E

Waste and inefficiency in local government 18% 26% E

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

8 I'm going to read you a list of issues, and I'd like you to tell me how serious a problem you think each one is in Humbaldt County. Flease tell me whether you consider it to be
an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem or not too serious a problem for people who live in Humboldt County. Split Sample



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

ssattin Sales Tax Measure
Associates § Slide 8
Opmion Research & OQ:H-H-: mg

Pri b fic P licy Analysis

@ Ext. Ser. @ Very Ser. O S.W. Ser. B Not Ser. O No Opin.

- K
10%

Deteriorating local streets and roads

The amount you pay in local taxes

Narrow or deteriorating bridges

Unsafe conditions for pedestrians 30%

Traffic safety 36%

The environmental impacts of streets and
roads

32%

Traffic congestion on local streets and roads [&C 30% 50%
Too much growth and development 6% 23% 57% “
_..__“g. umﬂ 40% 60% B0% 100%

8. I'm going to read you a list of issues, and I'd like you to tell me how serious a problem you think each one is in Humboldt County. Please lell me whether you consider it to be
an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem or not too serous a problem for people who live in Humboldt County. Split Sample




Fairbank,
Maslin,
Maullin &
Associates

Dpmion Research &
Pub i Policy Anafs

Humboldt County Transportation
Sales Tax Measure

Attitudes Toward a

Transportation
Sales Tax Measure



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
Maslin,

Maullin & Sales Tax Measure

Associates

Slide 10

pmion Research &
Pubfic PotiyAnafhis

Measure Ballot Language Tested

THE HUMBOLDT COUNTY ROAD REPAIR AND
SAFETY IMPROVEMENT ACT:

To repave and improve local highways, streets and
roads: fix potholes; widen and repalr streets and
bridges; improve safety on local streets and highways;
build and repair sidewalks, trails and bike paths and
improve pedestrian safety; resolve traffic problems; and
expand bus and public transit service; shall Humboldt
County enact a one-half cent sales tax for 30 years,
subject to citizen oversight and independent audits?

4. If the election were held today, would you vole ves in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

Maslin,

Maullin & mmﬂ_mm Tax Z@Nmﬁ—.@

Associates

s A solid majority of voters support a
sales tax measure, but support levels
fall short of the two-thirds threshold.

Definitely yes
Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no
Probably no

Definitely no

Undecided 10%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

4. If the election were held today, would you vole Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?

Slide 11



Humboldt County Transportation

Fairbank,
Maslin, : 1 3
g Sales Tax Measure
Associates il " Slide 12
ol et Initial Vote Umsomﬂw—u—.—-nm"
Gender and Party Registration
B Total Yes H Total No O Undecided
Gender Party Registration
80% % m../ml
© o
3° NS
')

40% -

20% -

0% -
Men

% of
Sample (47%)

Women

(53%)

Democrat

(44%)

4 If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?

Republican

(31%)

ot
S
N

N
™
Lo

Decline to
State/Other

(25%)



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
ity Sales Tax Measure

aa::m:%

Associates
Initial Vote Demographics:

Pwa

B Total Yes B Total No T Undecided

Slide 13

L ik b 7. Hexedre
Poblic Pordey Anabhss

ov
[~
©

60% -

40% -

20%

0% -

i 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-64 65-74 75+ 18-49 50+ 65+

Sample (12%) (14%) (16%) (33%) (13%) (10%) (42%) (56%) (23%)
ose it?

4. If the election were held today, would you vole Yes in favor of this measure or No to opp




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

gt Sales Tax Measure
Associates bl = = Siide 14
e Initial Vote Demograp hics:
Age by Gender
B Total Yes H Total No O Undecided
Men Women

80%

NS

S

56%

60% -

gﬂh_.ﬂ o =

20% A

._Hn._____ﬂ_ -
50+ 18-49 50+

> 18-49
o 0
(22%) {30%)

Sample (20%) (26%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vole Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?



Humboldt County Transportation

Fairbank,
B oy Sales Tax Measure
Associates Slide 15
sl Initial Vote Demo grap hics:
Party by Gender

m Total Yes ® Total No O Undecided
Decline to State/Other

Democrat Republican
80% -
& 3¢ N Q
© N o
© S

o¥ %/..w
& @

60% 1

40% -

20% -

Men Women
(13%) (12%)

0% -
Men Women

Men Women
(16%) (15%)

% of
(18%) (26%)

Sample

4. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
e Sales Tax Measure

EnEﬁ:k
Associates

Initial Vote Demographics:
_um_d;u%bma

m Total Yes ® Total No O Undecided

Slide 16

Qpuion Revearch &
Pub lic Polcy Analss

Umﬁan_.ﬁ Republican Decline to State/Other

S

AT o0 S
N o]
©o @O

60% -

40% -

0% -

18-49 50+ 18-49 50+

18-49 50+
% of
Sample (16%) (27%) (10%) (20%) (16%) (9%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vole Yas in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
o Sales Tax Measure

Maullin &
Associates

Initial Vote Demographics:

Pubbic Policy Anahss

Slide 17

Education
B Total Yes ®m Total No O Undecided

80%
nunﬁu
©

60%

20% 1

G.m____n .
High School Some College College Post Non-College College+
waf O Less Graduate Graduate
o
Sample (21%) (32%) (28%) (18%) (52%) (47%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?



Fairbank,
Maslin,

e Sales Tax Measure

m_,f_f_n__.ﬁ:.m,_._
et Initial Vote Demographics:

Humboldt County Transportation

Slide 18

Income
@ Total Yes W Total No O Undecided

o
TR e )
ey oN
e S
mu_u._“__r -+
40%
20% -
0% -
k= <$20K $20K-$30K $30K-$60K $60K-$75K $75K+
Sample (12%) (13%) (27%) (13%) (15%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

Maslin,

Sl Sales Tax Measure

Associates

Initial Vote Demographics:

Slide 19

Household Commute Drivers at Least 3 Days a Week

W Total Yes B Total No 00 Undecided

80%

=]
o% ..m., N

60

60% -

59
o 7%

40% +

20% -

0% -

e 1 2 3+ Total Yes None

Sample (30%) (36%) (12%) (78%)

(22%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

Maslin,

Maullin & mm_mm Tax 7\—@&@:—\@

Associates

Kb Initial Vote D €cImo gra P hics .

Slide 20

Public Transportation Use Frequency
H Total Yes B Total No 0O Undecided

80%

%:m|
©

60% -

40% -

20% -

139,

0% -
e Frequently Occasionally Rarely Never
Im:.__u_m. (7%) (7%) (20%) (65%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No fo oppose it?



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation

ot orit 3 Sales Tax Measure

Associates

Gzt Initial Vote Demographics:
Years Lived in Humboldt County

B Total Yes B Total No O Undecided

Slide 21

80%

60% -

40% -

20% |

s ur <5 6-10 11-20 21-30 >30
Sample (11%) (12%) (18%) (16%)

(42%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vole Yes in favor of this measure or No fo oppose it?



Fuirbank, Humboldt County Transportation
il i Sales Tax Measure
Associates o . Slide 22
Sy e Initial Vote Demographics:
Commute Status
B Total Yes B Total No 00 Undecided
80%

60%

20% -

0% -

% of
Sample

W/u
©

Commuter Work at Home Total Home
(56%) (%)

4. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?




Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
h___—\ﬂ..uh..__m_:. T £ -
S Sales Tax Measure
Associates
P Top Reasons Offered for
Support or Opposition
Yes % No %
Infrastructure/Road/Street/Highway Imps/Repairs | 52% ﬁﬂwmﬂq Public Funding/Don't Want Increase | o,
= Funding Not Needed/Won't Spend
o o,
General Positive/Good Idea/Needs To Be Done 12% Right/Should Use Current $ Better 31%
Transportation Improvements/Bus Transit Imps 129 | | Seneral Negative/Not Needed/Other Issues 12%
Are More Important
Bike Paths/Trails/Parks 8% Cost/Too Expensive/Can't Afford/Poor 199%
Economy
Combination Of Items Included/All Things 79 Infrastructure/Road/Street/Highway 10%
Mentioned Needed > Imps/Repairs Not Needed '
Cost/Affordable/Worth The Money 6% mmﬂ%m_:mﬁ_% St lemsdneies TooMeny 3%
Pedestrian Safety/Sidewalk Improvements 5% 30-Year Time Period 3%
Road Safety 5%
Funding/Money Is Needed 4%
Community Benefits/Good For Local 30,
Areal/Everyone/Quality Of Life ;
Expansion Of Roads/Streets/Highways 3%

5. In a few words of your own, why would you vote YES/NO on this measure




Fuirbank; Humboldt County Transportation

ko) Sales Tax Measure
Associates . . Slide 24
s VOTETS support dedicating the money

to transportation programs and value
potential accountability provisions.

(Ranked by Much More Likely)

® Much More Lkly. @ S.W. More Lkly. B S.W./Much Less Lkly. O No Diff./DK/NA
By law, the County will be required to use this

money for transportation only and not for 42%, LU 159
other programs

No more than two percent of the money raised .
by the tax could be used for administrative 37% (Y3 16%
expenses

All expenditures will be audited annually by an 31% 11%
independent auditor

24%

A citizens’ watchdog committee will oversee 299,

0 o,
the program Y 21%

*The tax will end automatically after 20 years 28% 16% 26%

*The tax will end automatically after 30 years 26% 22% 30%

0% 20% 40% E0% B0% 100%
9. | am going to mention some different aspects of this ballot measure. Flease tell me whether knowing it was a part of this ballot measure would make you more likely or less
likely to vote for the measure.



Fairbank,
Maslin,
Maullin &
Associates

(Dporrion Rexear
Prblic Pol

Humboldt County Transportation
Sales Tax Measure

Spending Priorities for a
Transportation Sales
Tax Measure



Fairbank. Humboldt County Transportation

Nessiiie & Sales Tax Measure

Associates

Gt Proposed Division of Funds

It would create a half-cent sales tax in Humboldt County to fund repairs
and improvements to local roads, to be used as follows:

= One-half of the money would be used to fix potholes; repair,
repave, and widen streets and roads; and Improve safety on
local streets and roads;

" One-sixth of the money would be used to widen, realign, and
expand state highways to improve safety and traffic flow;

= One-sixth of the money would be used to improve public transit,
with more frequent service, including night and weekend service,
and improved bus stops and shelters; and

* One-sixth of the money would be used to improve pedestrian
and bicycle paths, and trails.

The tax would automatically end after 30 years, and all expenditures
would be subject to annual audits and review by a citizens’ oversight
committee.

6. If the election were held foday, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?



Fairbank,
Maslin,
Maullin &
Associates

Humboldt County Transportation

Sales Tax Measure

O et A detailed explanation of how the
funds would be apportioned
increases support minimally.

Slide 27

Initial Vote

Definitely yes 33% Total Total

Probably yes > Yes >~ Yes

Undecided, Lean yes 4 5% i
Undecided, Lean no | |3% Total

Probably no > No

Definitely no 19% u.:r
Undecided _‘_cﬁ.__ |

0% 20% 40%

4/6. If the election were held today, would you vote Yes in favor of this measure or No fo oppose it?



Fairbank, Humboldt County Transportation
Maslin,

Associates

Slide 28

Lo Research &

s Voters have mixed opinions about the
measure’s current division of funds, but there
iS no consensus on an alternative allocation.

Approve 48%

Disapprove, more to street/road repair

Total

Disapprove, more to state highways

Disapprove, more to public transit 16% § gmﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬁ
Disapprove, more to pedestrians/bikes/trails 12% | _
Other . 5%
DK/NA 12%
e 20% a0 60%

7. In general, do you approve or disapprove of the way the money from this measure would be divided between local street and road repair, state highway improvements,
public transif, and pedestrian and bicycle paths and trails?
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s VOUErS prioritize spending potential
~ sales tax funds on repairing roads and

bridges, and expanding bus service,
particularly with low-emission busses.

(Ranked by Extremely/Very Important)

Slide 29

B Ext/Very Imp. B S.W. Imp. B Notimp. O DK/NA

Fixing potholes 61% :ﬁ-

Repairing local streets and roads 58% 12%

Replacing polluting diesel buses with ..H__MMH..._MH 589, _ 159, M
*Offering more local bus service on _Hum”ﬁ_w_.mnmﬂm_ 58% 14%

Repairing deteriorating bridges 53% _ (/6%

Making improvements to state routes 36 and 519 18%
299 and other state highways g v

=

0% 20% 40% 60% BO0% 100%

10. | am going lo read you a list of specific projects that could be funded by the ballol measure | have been describing. Recognizing that there frequently is nof enough funding
for all such projects, please tell me how important it is to you thal each project be underlaken. Would you say it is extremely impaortani, very important, somewhal important, or
nat important. *Split Sample
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B Ext/Very Imp. B S.W. Imp. H Not Imp. O DK/NA

Relieving traffic congestion on Highway

101 through Eureka 50% 230, B

*Increasing the frequency of local bus

SoTice 49% 19% EXg

*Repaving local streets and roads 48% 17%

Building sidewalks and trails ﬂ.u improve 47% 20%
pedestrian safety

Constructing bike lanes and bike paths 47% 4%

*Paving roads to control dust and reduce
the amount of dirt that washes into 46% : 21% &
streams

L

10. I am going to read you a list of specific projects that could be funded by the ballot measure | have been describing. Recognizing that there frequently is not enough funding
for all such projects, please tell me how important it is to you that each project be undertaken. Would you say it is extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or
not imporiant. *Split Sample

0% 20% 40% 60% BD% 100%
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Improving bus stops and bus shelters 44%

Improving pedestrian walkways 43%

Securing access to local roads and 43%

highways for remote communities

Widening narrow bridges 39%

Reducing local traffic congestion 35%

Widening local streets and roads 31%

24%

23%

21%

26%

30%

33%

T

6%

0% 20% 40% B0%:

B0%

100%

10. | am going to read you a list of specific projects that could be funded by the ballot measure | have been describing. Recognizing that there frequently is not enough funding
for all such projects, please tell me how important it is to you that each project be undertaken. Would you say it is extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or

not important. *Split Sample
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s e strongest arguments for the measure ey
are that it would include tough
accountability provisions and insulate
the county from state budget cuts.

(Ranked by Very Convincing)

B Very Conv. B S.W. Convincing

Because of the state budget deficit, state funding for local
transportation repairs and improvements is being severely cut.
But by passing this measure, we can ensure that Humboldt
County will have a reliable source of funding for road repairs,
no matter what the state does.

68%

This measure has tough financial accountability provisions
including a citizen’s watchdog committee and an annual audit
by an independent agency with the results published in local
newspapers.

69%

Without this measure, traffic safety problems in Humboldt
County will continue to increase, with more wrecks on local
roads, more local people at risk of injury and death, and
increased maintenance costs for vehicles.

62%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

11. | am going to read you a list of statements from varnious pegple who support the ballot measure we have been describing. Please tell me whether you find it very convincing,
somewhat convincing, or not convincing as a reason to vote yes on the measure.
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B Very Conv. B S.W. Convincing

Many local streets, roads, and bridges are difficult and
dangerous for local businesses to use for transporting goods.
Passing this measure will help the local economy and jobs by

addressing this problem.

The population of Humboldt County is expected to increase by
over 18 percent in the next 20 years. If we don’t pass this
measure, local roads will deteriorate even faster under the

pressure of this growth.

If we don’t pass this measure, transportation problems in
Humboldt County will only get worse and force major
businesses and employers to relocate to other areas.

People who live outside Humboldt County would pay a
significant share of the half-cent sales tax.

0% 20% 40% 0% 80% 100%

11. | am going to read you a list of statements from various people who support the ballot measure we have been describing. Please tell me whether you find it very convincing,
somewhat convincing, or not convincing as a reason to vote yes on the measure.
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The most convincing opposition

Publi Polia Amahss

argument is that transportation is not
the top priority for the county.

(Ranked by Very Convincing)
® Very Conv. @ S.W. Convincing

There are much more important problems than
transportation that we should focus on, like education,
public safety and health care.

With the current economic downturn, this is no time to
raise taxes and make the problem worse.

0% 20% 40% B0%: BO% 100%
13. | am going to read you a list of stalements from various people who oppose the balfot measure we have been describing. Please tell me whether you find it very convinecing,
somewhat convincing, or not convincing as a reason to vote no on the measure.
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Lt Continued
B Very Conv. B S.W. Convincing
Taxes are too high already. We should note vote for any 51%
new tax increases.
There is already plenty of money available for 49%
transportation in our area. It is just misspent or wasted.
This measure is simply not necessary. The condition of “ _
county roads and city streets in Humboldt County is not - 39%
that bad. |
a.“m mmﬁ_. ___._..__J___n mn,_.b___n mn“a_w 100%

13. | am going to read you a list of statements from various people who oppose the ballot measure we have been describing. Please felf me whether you find it very convincing,
somewhat convincing, or not convincing as a reason to vote no on the measure.
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Fenie o mape Total support increases after
pro and con arguments, but fails
to reach the two-thirds threshold.
-— Total Yes — Total No Undecided
100%
80% | S0 . S : .mm.....m.
60% | - ~ —
40% e AR 32% - . 34%
20%
- 10% 3% 3%
Initial Vote After Positives After Negatives
Total Yes 59% 65% 63%
Total No 31% 32% 34%
Undecided 10% 3% 3%

4/12/14. If the election were held today, would you volte Yes in favor of this measure or No to oppose it?
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Ot Conclusions and Recommendations
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» While a solid majority of voters support a one-half cent

transportation sales tax in Humboldt County, support does not

reach the two-thirds threshold - even after additional
background information and statements from supporters are
provided

» Concern about economic conditions, which is particularly
sharp in Humboldt County, presents a significant obstacle to
voter approval of a sales tax

L

» The County could consider this measure for a future ballot,
perhaps in 2010:

®" This could provide an opportunity to engage the public in an
educational outreach program about the need for an infusion of
transportation funds and the benefits of improving the County’s
transportation infrastructure

®* This could provide time for the economy to strengthen and elevate
the comfort level of the electorate with a sales tax measure
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Self-Help Counties Coalition

Locdlly Funded Transportation Investments

California’s Economy Fueled by
Local Sales Tax Measures

THROUGHOUT California,

19 county transportation IN CALIFORNIA,

19 Self-Help Counties will

agencies have formed the i
" fund cver %95 billion of voter-

Self-Help Counties Coalition
(SHCC). Californians

approved transportation
investments by mid-century,
pumping 33 to $4 billion
each year for essential
fransportation programs

depend on these agencies
for accessible, safe,

innovative and cutting-

ond projects.

edge transportation

solutions. Each county
) Sonomas
delivers voter-approved

(by super-majority)

3 san Franciscosm
transportation sales tax

measures that fund transit, #an Matao
highway, freight, bievele, pedestrian and — santg
other mobility programs. Together, these 2@
counties pump $3 to 54 billion each vear
into California’s transportation infrastructure,

creating jobs, expanding mobility and enhancing

local communities and the environment.

81% of California’s population

is in Self-Help Counties

Alamedao 1.529 B75 San Bemarding 2,045,377
Confra Costa 1064096  San Diego 3140069
Fresno 742,904 San francisco Bl2.824
fmperial 177,057  San Jooguin &96,214
Los Angeles 9887056  San Mateo 727209
Madera 152925 Santa Barbara 424,878
Marin 255031 Santa Clara 1.80%.378
Crange 3055745 Sonoma 488,116
Riverside 2232620 Tulore 449 253
Socramento 1,434,105 TOTAL: 31 Million

Sacramento

«5an Joaguin

v Self-Help Counties create and maintain
Jobs for transportation infrastructure,
operations and maintenance.

v’ The SHCC provides a reliable and stable
funding stream that far outstrips state and
federal funding on an annual basis.

v’ The SHCC has extensive accountability
measures and local elected official oversight on
all taxpayer's dollars.

v The public has direct access to local
decision-makers, and public meetings are
held each month throughout the state with

public opportunities to participate in every
self-help county.
v Expenditure plans explicitly
detail how funds will be
spent, allowing the public to
fully understand where
their local transporta-
tion dollars go.




SELF-HELP COUNTIES COALITION

Local Funding for Major
Transportation Initiatives

CALIFORNIA REPRESENTS

the United States’ largest economy,
and the ninth largest in the world.

Its diverse industries range from
agriculture to mining to biotechnology
to the Internet — all of which support
the state’s economic strength. Each
industry relies on a backbone of
transportation to move its people,
goods and services. Local sales tax
dollars represent a stable fund source
to finance critical transportation
programs and projects, despite volatile
federal and state funding. The Self-
Help Counties spend a small portion
of the sales tax on administration.

The majority of sales tax expenditures
result in:

v’ Job creation: Local sales tax
dollars are pumped back into the
local economy through contracts
with local firms. Transportation
system improvements require
the services of architects,
engineers, construction workers,
project managers and other
professionals. High-quality, efficient
transportation systems attract and
retain businesses in California.

v Mobility: The Self-Help Counties
invest in multimodal transportation
that provides choices for the
traveling public — from express bus
services, pathways for bicyclists
and pedestrians, and public transit
for youth, seniors and people with
disabilities, to road and highway
investments — Self-Help Counties
move people, goods and services
that are vital to the quality of
life and economic strength of
California,

* Figures are based on projechons from the
indwidua) Self-Help Counkies; each hos o different
basis for projecting dallor values

2 | SELF-HELP COUNTIES COALITION

v Technological innovation:
Implementing technologies on
heavily traveled roadways such
as express lanes, adaptive ramp
metering, real-time signage,
monitoring and incident
management reduces congestion
and travel time and improves
safety. Throughout California, the
SHCC is implementing state-of-
the-art transportation solutions.

Technicol mnovations reduce congestion,
raduce ravel fime and improve air quality.

v’ Community vitality: Reinvesting
local dollars back into communities
attracts additional funding
resources. Leveraging these local
dollars allows counties to complete
major capital infrastructure
projects, operate public transit
and paratransit services and focus
on transit oriented development to
revitalize communities and meet
the needs of people at all
income levels.

Local dollars relinvesied help measet
the ransportation needs of e community,

3

) !
Providing mulimodal affemaofives fo driving
reduces greenhouse gos emissions.

v’ Sustainability: Multimodal
investments — bicycle and
pedestrian improvements,
public transit and paratransit
for seniors and people with
disabilities — support greenhouse
gas reduction mandates in
California Assembly Bill 32, the
Global Warming Solutions Act,
and California Senate Bill 375,
the Sustainable Communities and
Climate Protection Act of 2008.
These investments also support
Sustainable Communities Strategies
across the state,

Self-Help Transportation
Spending in California

Based on the Self-Help
Counties' expenditure plans,
over $95 bilion will be infused in
California's transportation infra-
structure from local fransporta-
tion soles tax measures aver the
next 28 years. These figures are
based on the individual projec-
tions fram the counties.

S5elf-Help Transportation
Spending in Californio®

Capital Projects £45.9R
Local Streets & Roads $23.58
hAciss Transit $17.6B
Paratransit $3B
Express Bus $1.88
Bicycle & Pedestrian $1.3B

Program Administration  $777.6M

Other $908.1M
Transit Onented $264.4M
Development

TOTAL: Over 5958

www.selfhelpcounties.org



