McClenagan, Laura

From: tom crandall <tpcran@verizon.net>

Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2021 2:26 PM

To: Planning Clerk

Cc: Holtermann, Michael

Subject: Notice of Public Hearing on 12/16/2021 at 6:00 p.m.

Attachments: 12812 Crandall to Plan.Comm. 12_15_21.pdf; 12812a hillshade map image.pdf; 12812b SMP pg.45

image.pdf; 12812c SMP pg.46 image.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

To the Planning Clerk,

| have a public comment on agenda item PLN-12812-CUP and | plan to comment via telephone landline on 12/16/21.

| also prepared a letter to the Commissioners explaining my position on PLN-12812-CUP (attached pdf document: letter
plus three attachments). Please include the letter-w/attachments in the administrative record and forward it to the
Commissioners for their review. Thank you.

Thomas Crandall

Sent from Mail for Windows



15 December 2021

To: Humboldt County Planning Commission From: Thomas Crandall
3015 H Street 1322 Kenwood Road
Eureka, CA 95501 Santa Barbara, CA 93109

Subject: Record number PLN-12812-CUP; Ambiguity Farms; APN 223-011-009
Reference: Planning Commission Notice of 12/16/21 Public Hearing
Attachments: hillshade map, photo-SMP pg.45, photo-SMP pg.46

To the Humboldt County Planning Commission:

| own the land along the entire north boundary of the subject PLN-12812-CUP parcel.
My land (as well as the subject parcel) is located entirely within the Tooby Ranch
Agricultural Preserve and the Squaw Creek Watershed. This 3000-acre-watershed
contains extensive dry-land-grazing resource lands (see attached hillshade map). My
land (500 acres) is commercially-grazed as required by the Tooby Preserve/Contract.

Ambiguity Farms Williamson Act issues:

The Ambiguity-Farms-property (182 acres) is also under contract within the Tooby
Preserve, but none of the land is used for commercial grazing. Ambiguity Farms is
exclusively a cannabis farm: cannabis is the only agricultural commodity produced for
commercial purposes. Under the Williamson Act Guidelines (Resolution 16-144), a
cannabis farm is not allowed within a Class B preserve unless the majority of the land is
used for commercial grazing. Ambiguity Farms’ does not qualify for a cannabis
Conditional Use Permit within this Class B preserve because cannabis is the sole
agricultural commodity produced for commercial purposes.

| disagree with the Executive Summary statement that the “approval of this project will
not conflict with the Land Conservation Contract”; this project directly conflicts with
Resolution 16-144.

Available remedies for an owner who does not use the majority of the land for

commercial grazing:

. Ambiguity Farms may qualify for a new contract for a Class A or C preserve
under WA Guidelines 16-144, Section 1-Classes of Preserves, Paragraph F(4)-
General Provisions.

. Ambiguity Farms may qualify for contract cancellation under WA Guidelines 16-
144, Section 14-Termination of Contracts, Paragraph B-Cancellation.

. Ambiguity Farms can wait until the Tooby Contract terminates on 02/01/2026.

Ambiguity Farms Conditional Use Permit (CUP) issues:

The entire Squaw Creek watershed is under a Class-B-contract, either within the Tooby
Ranch Preserve or Kinsey Ranch Preserve (see attached hillshade map). All the
landowners within the Squaw Creek Watershed commercially graze their land, except
Ambiguity Farms. There are no residents within the Squaw Creek Watershed, except at
Ambiguity Farms. There is no development, ancillary use, or other activity within the
entire Squaw Creek Watershed, except the haphazard substandard/unpermitted
development at Ambiguity Farms (see attached photo, SMP pg.45).



The Squaw Creek Watershed is a relatively pristine drainage area which should be
protected and preserved. Ambiguity Farms contains the convergence-point of the
upper-basin-waters. Parcel development and residential/farm activity are located
primarily on the east bank of Squaw Creek and drain west-southwest toward Squaw
Creek (see attached hillshade map). The sole source of pollutants within this watershed
is the fertilizers, chemicals, petroleum, and sewage located at Ambiguity Farms; any
CUP needs to minimize if not eliminate this environmental hazard.

On behalf of the Squaw Creek Watershed landowners, the following recommendations
and/or restrictions are suggested for any eventual Ambiguity Farms cannabis CUP:

. Require an adequate renewable energy infrastructure to eliminate typical
generator usage; ban diesel generators outright.
. Organic cannabis cultivation far away from the convergence-point is more

appropriate. Cultivation site A/B/E is located directly above the Upper Squaw
Creek convergence-point. This site is inappropriate to cultivate cannabis (or farm
anything) as it drains directly into the gorge on all sides (see attached photo,
SMP pg.46). This 182-acre parcel surely contains more suitable cultivation sites.

. Mixed-light greenhouse production is inappropriate (requires more soil, fertilizer,
chemicals, energy, plastic, etc.). These intense multiple-cultivation-cycles
generate multiple effluent/pollutant-cycles at the production site.

. Require residential development be brought up to code, especially sanitation
(septic systems). Sanitation facilities are required for people involved in
cannabis production. Per the Cultivation and Operations Plan dated February
2018, the Ambiguity Farms cannabis production workers include: the residents of
the site (3+), daily employees (2), harvest employees (2-4).

Sanitation facilities are therefore required in all residences and a workplace
facility is required for up to six employees.

. No cannabis CUP approval without the required cannabis-worker sanitation
facilities, inspected and certified by the County.

To summarize, this CUP property is located within a functioning agricultural preserve
where commercial grazing is a contract-required land-use. In addition, this property is
located deep within the pristine Squaw Creek Watershed (at the convergence point of
the upper-basin-waters) and land stewardship is needed to protect the extensive waters
flowing through the parcel.

The other landowners within this grazing watershed rely on the County to protect this
resource-land by enforcing the land conservation contract and by restricting
inappropriate development.  This Ambiguity Farms CUP for cannabis-only-Ag-
production within the Tooby Preserve is barred by contract. In addition, the current
cultivation plan is not a good fit considering this parcel’s key location within the relatively
pristine Squaw Creek Watershed.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully, - ’ 2/

Thomas P. Crandall, Tooby Ranch landowner
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SMA pg. 45
Unpermitted Development 45
unsanitary waste water disposal

Photographs — Continued

Photograph #45— Structure within Class 11T watercourse riparian area; Upstream of SC8; Further
consultation with county and state agencies to determine variance options

“TVCE SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN
AMBIGUITY FARMS, LLC

PHOTO LOG

APN 223-011-007/-009



SMA pg. 46
Cultivation Sites A, B, E 46
view south into Squaw Creek Gorge

Photographs — Continued

o O o e e e e 0 e e
‘ﬁdl?.-:ql:ﬁ"' B s TR B =k g ) TSl M Dt I T T Tl i i
RSN Cv—uiml 1444, ' = elLi & S SR v S I s T T

=

Photograph #46— OGutdoor cultivation area out beyond-season road where SC11 islocated
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