
 
 

ATTACHMENT 5 
 

REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those agencies 
that provided written comments are checked off. 
 
Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Ag Commissioner  No Response   
Building Inspection Division  Comment Attached 
County Counsel  No Response  
District Attorney  No Response  
Division Environmental Health  Conditional Approval Attached 
Sheriff  No Response  
Public Works, Land Use Division  Comment Attached 
US Army Corps of Engineers  Further study Attached 
North Coast Unified Air Quality 
Management District  

 No Response  

School District  No Response  
CA Division of Water Rights  No Response  
California Department of Fish & 
Wildlife 

 Comment Attached 

CalFire  Comment Attached 
North Coast Regional Water 
Quality Control Board  

 No Response  

Bear River Band  Conditional Approval On file and confidential 
Northwest Information Center  Further Study On file and confidential 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 

H U M B O L D T  C O U N T Y  
P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

  C U R R E N T  P L A N N I N G  D I V I S I O N 
3015 H STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501 ~ PHONE (707) 445-7541  

PROJECT REFERRAL TO: Health and Human Services Environmental 
Health Division

Project Referred To The Following Agencies:
Building Inspection Division, Public Works Land Use Division, Health and Human Services Environmental Health 
Division, County Counsel, CalFire, California Department of Fish And Wildlife, Northwest Information Center, 
Bear River Band Rohnerville Rancheria, Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Unified Air Quality 
Management District, United States Army Corps of Engineers, Humboldt County District Attorney, Humboldt 
County Agriculture Commissioner, Humboldt County Sheriff, SWRCB - Division of Water Rights, Bridgeville Fire 
Protection District, Bridgeville Elementary School District, Fortuna Union High School District 

Applicant Name Panther Rock Growers, MBC Key Parcel Number 210-162-007-000

Application (APPS#) 11496 Assigned Planner Cannabis Planner (CPOD) (707) 445-7541 Case Number(s) CUP16-266

Please review the above project and provide comments with any recommended conditions of approval.  To 
help us log your response accurately, please include a copy of this form with your correspondence. 
 
Questions concerning this project may be directed to the assigned planner for this project between 8:30am 
and 5:30pm Monday through Friday. 
  
County Zoning Ordinance allows up to 15 calendar days for a response. If no response or extension request is 
received by the response date, processing will proceed as proposed. 

 If this box is checked, please return large format maps with your response. gfedc

Return Response No Later Than Planning Commission Clerk 
County of Humboldt Planning and Building Department 
3015 H Street 
Eureka, CA 95501  
E-mail: PlanningClerk@co.humboldt.ca.us   Fax: (707) 268-3792 

We have reviewed the above application and recommend the following: 
 

                   Conditional Approval  
 

Comments:
Prior to renewal of permit the operator is required to submit to DEH receipts, or copy of contract confirming sufficient use of portable 
toilets to serve staff for duration of first year or provide written assessment from a qualified septic consultant (REHS, PG or PE) 
confirming a Tier 0 status for the existing onsite waste treatment system serving the dwelling.  
  
*This review and recommendation is for the Land Use aspects of the planning project and does not include or imply compliance 
with all DEH programs.  Although DEH recommends the approval of the Planning project, Solid Waste and HazMat Program 
 requirements need to be addressed directly with staff from those programs. 
 

Response Date: 9/7/2018 Recommendation By: Joey Whittlesey
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Santos, Steven A

From: Kamoroff, Corrina@Wildlife <Corrina.Kamoroff@Wildlife.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, November 02, 2023 8:58 AM
To: Santos, Steven A
Cc: Manthorne, David@Wildlife; Johnson, Cliff
Subject: Apps: PLN-11496-CUP APN: 210-162-007

 

Good Morning,  
 
Please see the comments below regarding the subject project.  
 
Project Number: PLN‐11496‐CUP 
Project Name: Panther Rock Growers, MBC ‐ Existing cultivation of 22,000 sf = 12k outdoor, 10k ml 
APN(s): 210‐162‐007 
CEQA: CEQA‐2017‐1138‐0000‐R1  
 
Project DescripƟon 
A CondiƟonal Use Permit for 5,120 square feet of exisƟng mixed light and 15,841 square feet of exisƟng 
outdoor commercial cannabis culƟvaƟon supported by a 1,792 square foot ancillary nursery. EsƟmated annual 
water usage is 126,000 gallons and is sourced from a point of diversion and rainwater catchment. Water 
storage totals 197,750 gallons. Onsite processing is proposed and power is sourced from a generator. 
 
CDFW COMMENTS: 
 
Thank you for referring this applicaƟon to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for review 
and comment.  
 
On October 30, 2023, CDFW staff conducted a site inspecƟon at the subject property on Assessor’ Parcel 
Number (APN) 210‐162‐007 and associated parcel APN 210‐162‐008. During the site visit staff walked the 
property to observe current and historic culƟvaƟon acƟviƟes. The following comments are intended to assist 
the Lead Agency in making informed decisions in the planning process. The following comments shall 
supersede prior comments submiƩed by CDFW regarding PLN‐11496‐CUP. CDFW requests that all comments 
are incorporated in the final Humboldt County Staff Report. Note, CDFW comments do not consƟtute 
recommendaƟon for project approval. 
 

 On October 15, 2021, CDFW issued the applicant a final Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement 
(LSAA, EPIMS‐HUM‐15255‐R1) to upgrade six stream crossings, remove and restore two Points of 
Diversion (POD), and to divert surface water from two PODs on tributaries to Panther Creek. 

 

 While onsite on October 30, 2023, CDFW observed violations of Fish and Game Code (FGC) 1602 and 
5650 including non‐compliance with the LSAA. CDFW is in the process of issuing a Non‐Compliance 
Notice of Violation (NOV) to document FGC violations, and to encourage the applicant to cure these 

  Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or opening 
attachments.  
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violations. CDFW requests, prior to the authorization to cultivate cannabis, that the applicant cures all 
existing FGC violations on APNs 210‐162‐007 and 210‐162‐008 and achieves full compliance with all 
measures of the LSAA.  
 

 On October 30, 2023, CDFW observed that unauthorized surface water diversion occurred during the 
2023 season for water storage for fire suppression from a POD (POD‐7 old S025100, see attached 
LSAA). POD‐7 old S025100 was required to be decommissioned and restored no later than October 15, 
2021. CDFW requests, prior to the authorization to cultivate cannabis, that the applicant 
decommissions and restore the POD and achieves compliance with the LSAA. 
 

 As agreed upon in the LSAA, the applicant was required to upgrade and maintain five of the six stream 
crossings, upgrade two PODs and remove and restore two PODs no later than October 15, 2023. As of 
November 1, 2023, no work has been initiated or completed and as a result, the applicant is out of 
compliance with the LSAA. Additionally, CDFW observed substantial sediment discharge to Waters of 
the State due to the six failing stream crossings on APNs 210‐162‐007 and 210‐162‐008. CDFW 
requests, as a condition of project approval, that the applicant submits and implements an interim 
erosion control plan no later than November 30, 2023, to mitigate the existing threats of sediment 
delivery from the six stream crossings until further remedial action can be pursued in the 2024 work 
season.  
 

 On October 30, 2023, CDFW observed that the applicant was not using water meters on site and water 
monitoring reports have not been submitted to CDFW. As a result, the applicant is out of compliance 
with additional measures of the LSAA. CDFW requests, prior to the authorization to cultivate cannabis, 
that the applicant install appropriate water meters on site, submit the required water metering records 
and achieves compliance with the LSAA.  

 

 CDFW observed substantial sediment discharge to Waters of the State through erosion of 
hydrologically connected roads. CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, that the applicant 
implement a stormwater plan (site management plan) to direct surface flow away from streams to 
mitigate the existing threats of sediment delivery. 

 

 While onsite, CDFW, observed waterline and cannabis related infrastructure in the stream channel. 
CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, that the applicant is required to remove all water 
lines/foreign materials (e.g. plastic, litter, etc.) from stream channels onsite.  
 

 While onsite, CDFW observed waterline and infrastructure associated with two historic grow sites on 
the associated parcel APN 210‐162‐008. CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, that all 
infrastructure and debris associated with the historic cultivation area is removed and properly 
disposed of at a waste management facility. 

 

 The proposed project has the potential to significantly impact special status plant species including, but 
not limited to, the Two flowered pea (Lathyrus biflorus, rank 1B.1). Suitable habitat exists in the project 
area for the Two flowered pea. CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, prior to any ground 
disturbance, a Designated Biologist is required to conduct seasonally appropriate surveys of all project‐
related locations including cultivation sites and access roads in accordance with CDFW’s Protocols for 
Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural 
Communities.  
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 The proposed project may have a potentially significant adverse effect on special status wildlife 
species, including but not limited to, the Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina; NSO). The 
Project proposes to utilize artificial light for mixed light cultivation within NSO habitat (within 1.3 miles 
of a documented AC). Cultivation methods that utilize artificial light allow for an extension of the 
growing season which increases the period of overlap between cultivation operations and the NSO 
breeding season. Artificial light may disrupt nocturnal foraging and nesting of NSO through 
disorientation as well as decreased activity of prey species (Brown et al. 1988, Longcore and Rich 2004, 
2016). Noise from road use, fans, and other equipment may disrupt hunting of NSO, which primarily 
uses hearing to hunt. Also, exposure to vehicle noise has been shown to increase stress hormone levels 
in NSO, which was particularly evident in males during times when they were exclusively responsible 
for feeding their mates and nestlings (Hayward et al. 2011).  
 
CDFW requests that the applicant assume presence of NSO and avoid impacts as determined by a 
qualified biologist, in consultation with CDFW. CDFW recommends that cannabis cultivation at this 
location (including ancillary nurseries) be limited to full sun outdoor methods. Additional avoidance 
measures include, but are not limited to, the prohibition of backup generators, project lighting and 
fans in ancillary structures (e.g., nurseries) during the breeding season (February 1 to July 9), each year. 
Following the breeding season, CDFW requests the succeeding measures, as conditions of Project 
approval. 

o The construction of noise containment/dampening structures for all operation related backup 
generators and fans; noise released shall be no more than 50 decibels measured from 100 ft or 
edge of habitat whichever is closer. CDFW further requests a noise attenuation monitoring and 
management plan for this activity within thirty days, following execution of the final permit. 

o That artificial light used for cannabis cultivation operations (i.e., ancillary nurseries) be fully 
contained within structures such that no light escapes (e.g., through automated blackout 
curtains) between 30 minutes prior to sunset and 30 minutes after sunrise to prevent 
disruption to crepuscular and nocturnal wildlife. CDFW further requests, that security lighting 
be motion activated and comply with the International Dark‐Sky Association standards and 
Fixture Seal of Approval Program; see: https://www.darksky.org/our‐work/lighting/lighting‐for‐
citizens/lighting‐basics/. Standards include but are not limited to the following, 1) light shall be 
shielded and downward facing, 2) shall consist of Low‐Pressure Sodium (LPS) light or low 
spectrum Light Emitting Diodes (LED) with a color temperature of 3000 kelvins or less and 3) 
only placed where needed. CDFW further requests a light attenuation monitoring and 
management plan for this activity within thirty days, following execution of the final permit. 

o That additional timber removal be prohibited within 150 ft of the designated cultivation sites.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.  
 
 
 
 
Corrina Kamoroff 
Environmental ScienƟst  
Habitat ConservaƟon and Planning  
Humboldt/Del Norte LSA Program 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
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619 Second Street 
Eureka, CA   95501 
 



From: Lee, Bo@CALFIRE
To: Planning Clerk; HUU CEQA@CALFIRE
Subject: 210-162-007-000, Panther Rock Growers, MBC, application # 11496
Date: Sunday, December 31, 2017 9:04:24 AM

Reviewed by B1213.

Recommend:

Emergency Access
Turnarounds

Signing and building numbers
Emergency water standards

Designated water storage for fire
Fuel modification standards

Bo Lee
Battalion Chief
CAL FIRE
Humboldt-Del Norte Unit
707-499-2244

mailto:Bo.Lee@fire.ca.gov
mailto:planningclerk@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:HUUCEQA@fire.ca.gov

