
DREWRY QUARRY 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
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Introduction 
On March 10, 1993 the Humboldt County Department of Public Works (Public Works) 
received a permit to mine up to 2,000 cubic yards (cy) of rock from the Drewry Quarry 
(CA Mine ID #91-12-0024) annually, over a 15 year period.  Only 30.807 cy of a total of 
100,000 cy of available rock had been extracted from the site in 2008. In 2008 the permit 
was renewed and updated to allow extraction of up to 20,000 cy of rock as frequently as 
annually for a period of 15 years with a limit of 69,200 cy total. Public Works is 
requesting renewal of the permit to continue mining operations at the Drewry Quarry. 
 
The quarry site is owned by Patrick Drewry.  Public Works has a License Agreement 
with the previous property owners, Richard and Phyllis Drewry, for activities associated 
with mining, crushing, and stockpiling rock on the property [see attached License 
(“Borrow”) Agreement)]. A new License Agreement with the updated owner will be 
executed before the current License’s expiration on 6/30/2025. 
 
Project Location 
The Drewry rock quarry is located approximately 2.4 miles south of Harris (1,100 feet 
south of Island Mountain Road) on Bell Springs Road.  It is in Section 16, Township 5 
South, Range 5 East and can be seen on the Harris 7.5’ USGS Quadrangle Map.  The 
quarry is located on Assessor Parcel #216-021-07. 
 
Past Mining Activities 
The SMARA permit issued in 1992 (Permit #CUP-19-92/SMP-02-92) approved the 
mining of rock from a previously existing rock quarry from 1993 to 2008.  The 
Department if Public Works proposed to mine and crush up to 2,000 cy of rock annually, 
for a total of 30,000 cy. The permit was renewed in 2008 for a further 15 years, allowing 
up to 20,000 cy of rock to be taken annually with the total extraction not to exceed 
69,200 cy in the permitted time.  
 
The site had been mined in the past and was already partially developed.  A 
containment berm was constructed along the west side of the quarry floor and stockpile 
area.  The entrance to the quarry is located midway between the stockpile location and 
the quarry floor/face.  Vegetation on the hill above/behind the quarry face consisted of 
grass, which was left undisturbed.  There was minimal topsoil on the site, so no topsoil 
was stockpiled. 
 
Rock was removed from the quarry face by ripping and pushing it to the floor with a 
bulldozer.  The excavated rock was pushed into temporary stockpiles on the floor.  A 
protable crusher assembly (jaw crusher, conveyors, generator trailer) was located on the 
quarry floor between the face and permanent stockpiles.  A front-end loader transported 
the piled rock to the crusher assembly for processing.  Once processed, the crushed 
gravel was transferred to the permanent stockpiles on the north end of the site.  
Stockpiles were accessed throughout the year when needed for road maintenance and 
repair activities. 
 



Over the period of 1993-2007, the face was mined three times for a total of 30,807 cy.  
Rock extraction from the quarry face and crushing were conducted during daylight 
hours, primarily on weekdays during the summer (dry) months. 
 
The quarry face is currently approximately 20-25 feet (ft) high, with the elevation of the 
top of the face approximately three ft lower than the top of the hill. 
 
 
Proposed Mining Activities 
The Department of Public Works proposes mining, crushing, and stockpiling rock from 
the quarry face of the next 15 years.  Up to 20,000 cy of rock will be taken from the 
quarry face as frequently as annually.  The total extraction will be less than 69,200. 
 
The mining method to be used will be consistent with how the Department has 
conducted mining activities over the past 15 years (permit period).  Extraction is 
expected to be accomplished by ripping and breaking up the rock with a bulldozer.  In 
the event localized graywacke boulders are encountered, small scale separation with 
charges will be performed.  Rock extraction will continue to push the quarry face east, 
working into the hillside from the top of the face for approximately 100 ft. 
 
Extraction, crushing, and transporting rock to the stockpiles will be done during daylight 
hours in the summer months.  The average time period from extraction to stockpiling will 
be about four weeks.  At the end of each extraction, the face will be left with a slope of 
1:1 (except for hard rock outcrops).  The floor will be regraded flat as necessary, with a 
depression where rainfall runoff from the face and floor will accumulate and evaporate or 
percolate into the ground.  Containment berms will be repaired or reconstructed as 
necessary to keep runoff from flowing down the west hillside toward Tom Long Creek.  
These berms will be revegetated as needed using fast-growing native grass seed and 
mulched. 
 
Final site reclamation in accordance with the existing reclamation plan will be performed 
after mining at the site is completed. 
 
Reclamation 
Because the stockpiles are located on-site, and are accessed frequently, the quarry 
remains continually active.  No Interim Management Plan is in place or proposed. 
 
No final reclamation has been undertaken for the site.  Final reclamation will be 
undertaken when mining is complete or the permit has expired.  Reclamation will consist 
of regrading the site, placing imported topsoil, and revegetating the area with pasture 
grasses for a final end use of livestock grazing (see attached Reclamation Plan). 
 
No changes to the existing, approved Reclamation Plan are proposed.  No substantial 
changes in mining or reclamation activities will occur during the proposed renewal 
period.  State Mining and Geology Board Reclamation Regulations, Article 1 §3502(d) 
states “An amended reclamation plan shall be approved by the lead agency prior to 
commencement of activities determined to be a substantial deviation from the approved 
plan.”  A substantial deviation includes changes to the operation that substantially affect 
completion of the previously approved reclamation plan or changes in the end use that 
would substantially change the scope of reclamation.  While an extension of the 



termination date of mining is proposed, no substantial increase in surface area or depth 
of mining, or changes in the operation that would substantially affect end use will occur. 
 
Financial Assurances 
The current financial assurance is included as an attachment to the permit renewal 
packet. No other changes to these amounts are proposed as no changes to the 
approved Reclamation Plan are proposed. 
 




























