
 
 

ATTACHMENT 5 

 

REFERRAL AGENCY COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment. Those 

agencies that provided written comments are checked off. 

 

Referral Agency Response Recommendation Location 

Ag Commissioner  No Response   

Building Inspection Division  No Response  

County Counsel  No Response  

District Attorney  No Response  

Division Environmental Health  Conditional Approval Attached 

Sheriff  No Response  

Public Works, Land Use Division  Conditional Approval Attached 

Alderpoint VFC  No Response  

School District  No Response  

CA Division of Water Rights  No Response  

NCUAQMD  No Response  

CA Department of Fish & Wildlife  Comment Attached 

CalFire  No Comment On file 

North Coast Regional Water Quality 

Control Board  

 No Response  

Bear River Band of Rohnerville 

Rancheria 

 Conditional Approval On file and 

confidential 

Northwest Information Center  Further Study On file and 

confidential 
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Santos, Steven A

From: Kamoroff, Corrina@Wildlife <Corrina.Kamoroff@Wildlife.ca.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 26, 2024 2:30 PM

To: Santos, Steven A

Cc: Johnson, Cliff; Manthorne, David@Wildlife

Subject: PLN-12171-CUP, APN: 217-271-002 CEQA Comments

Attachments: EPIMS-HUM-34121-R1_Final_Standard_Agreement_LSAA_ (4).pdf

 

Good A�ernoon,  

 

Please see the comments below regarding the above referenced project. 

 

Project Number: PLN-12171-CUP 

Project Name: Overland Road, LLC - CUP for existing ~11,520 SF of mix light 

APN(s): 217-271-002 

CEQA No: CEQA-2022-0268-R1 

 

Project Descrip�on 

Overland Road, LLC - CUP for existing ~11,520 SF of mix light 

A Conditional Use Permit for 11,700 square feet of existing mixed light and 4,050 square feet of existing full sun 

commercial cannabis cultivation. Ancillary nursery uses will not be separate and occur within an existing cultivation 

greenhouse. Annual water usage is estimated at 160,000 gallons from a point of diversion, an on-stream pond. A total of 

30,000 gallons of tank storage is proposed. Staff is recommending an additional 111,000 gallons of tank storage to 

collect enough water to irrigate during the forbearance period. Power is to be provided by PGE through an eligible 

renewable energy program augmented by solar. No generators will be used. Processing will occur offsite at a licensed 

facility. Onsite relocation and restoration of a previous cultivation area is proposed. The project includes a Special Permit 

for restoration within a Streamside Management Area. 

 

CDFW COMMENTS: 

 

Thank you for referring this applica8on to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for review and 

comment.  

 

On April 10, 2024, CDFW staff conducted a site inspec8on at the subject property on Assessor’ Parcel Number (APN) 

217-271-002. During the site visit, staff walked the property to observe current and historic cultivation activities. The 

following comments are intended to assist the Lead Agency in making informed decisions in the planning process. The 

following comments shall supersede prior comments submitted by CDFW regarding PLN-12171-CUP. CDFW requests 

that all comments are incorporated in the final Humboldt County Staff Report. 

 

• On April 4, 2024, CDFW issued the applicant a Final Lake and Streambed Altera8on Agreement (LSAA, EPIMS-HUM-

34121-R1c) to modify and maintain a point of diversion (POD). While onsite, CDFW observed that there were no 

water meters onsite and as a result the applicant is out of compliance with the LSAA. Addi8onally, CDFW observed 

that a stream crossing on the parcel requires rock armoring and maintenance to minimize sediment delivery to 

Waters of the State. CDFW requests, as a condi8on of approval, that the applicant/permiCee completes the following 

 Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or 

opening attachments.  
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items listed below by the requested dates or within two weeks of project approval and achieves and maintains 

compliance with the LSAA.  

o Install adequate water meter(s) on site to monitor water use by May 31, 2024. 

o Submit an amendment to the LSAA to include all needed work on the stream crossing to minimize sediment 

delivery to Waters of the State by June 30, 2024. 

 

• The proposed project es8mates annual water usage for cannabis cul8va8on at 160,000 gallons from an on-stream 

pond. To mi8gate poten8al harm to na8ve pond-breeding amphibians, seasonal diversion minimiza8ons and water 

level thresholds have been included as condi8ons in the LSAA. The applicant/permiCee is required to forebear once 

they have reached a water level threshold. CDFW requests, as a condi8on of approval, that the applicant/permiCee 

completes an analysis to determine the pond's water holding capacity. CDFW further requests, as a condi8on of 

approval, that the applicant obtains sufficient water storage to ensure that the applicant/permiCee is able to comply 

with the seasonal diversion minimiza8on measures and remains in compliance with the LSAA. 

 

• While onsite, CDFW observed geologic instability, including slope failure and sink holes associated with the grading of 

the cannabis cultivation site. CDFW requests, as a condition of approval, that the slopes associated with the graded 

flat are stabilized to ensure erosion of steep slopes is abated.  

 

• While onsite, CDFW observed imported soil partially contained with degrading plastic tarps. CDFW requests, as a 

condition of approval, that the applicant remove the degrading tarps and dispose of them at a waste management 

facility. CDFW further requests, as a condition of approval, that all imported soil located onsite is fully contained.  

 

• While onsite, CDFW observed the cul8va8on site to be highly invaded by Yellow starthistle (Centaurea sols��alis). 

Addi8onally, uncontained soil on site is currently contribu8ng to the uncontrolled propaga8on of the Yellow 

starthistle. CDFW requests, as a condi8on of approval, that an invasive species removal and monitoring plan is 

prepared and implemented to remove the Yellow starthistle and prevent the con8nued spread of the invasive 

species.  

 

• The proposed project includes a Special Permit for restoration within the Streamside Management Area (SMA). The 

restoration site is currently heavily impacted by the invasive Himalayan blackberry (Rosaceae rubus). The Restocking 

Plan prepared by Timberland Resource Consultants for the restocking of the restoration area recommends that the 

landowner replant Douglas-fir seedlings and does not include invasive species mitigation or monitoring measures. 

CDFW requests, as a condition of approval, that the applicant submits and implements an updated Restoration and 

Remediation Plan that, at a minimum, includes the following: 

o The identification of the restoration area and vegetation types that will be restored. 

o A planting design and palette appropriate for the vegetation type, cover, stratum, and level of biodiversity.  

o The use of regionally appropriate native plants. 

o Invasive species management and monitoring. 

o Measurable success criteria based on plant survival, density, and/or cover.  

o Monitoring for a minimum of three years to ensure replanting efforts are successful and that invasive species 

are managed on the entire parcel.  

 

• While onsite CDFW observed scattered trash and refuse associated with cannabis cultivation. CDFW requests, as a 

condition of approval, that all refuse is cleaned up and disposed of at a waste management facility.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. 

 

 

Corrina Kamoro
 

Environmental Scientist  

Habitat Conservation and Planning  

Humboldt/Del Norte LSA Program 
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

619 Second Street 

Eureka, CA   95501 

 




