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Lower Redway Q Zone Letter and Public Comment

From Adona White <adonacwhjte@gmai!.com>

Date Mon 3/2/2026 3:58 PM

COB <COB@co.humboldt.ca.us>; Ford, John <JFord@co.humboldt.ca.us >To

I 1 attachment (2 MB)

QZoneLetter_wAttachments.pdf;

Caution: This email was sent from an EXTERNAL source. Please take care when clicking links or
opening attachments.

Good afternoon,

Attached, please find a letter addressed to Director Ford and the Supervisors from a group of

concerned community members, under the auspices of the Old Growth Neighborhood Association.

We are concerned about recent old-growth redwood tree removal in the Lower Redway Q Zone.

Tomorrow morning, some of us plan to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting and speak about this

concern during the public comment time for non-agendized items.

In addition to speaking in person during that time, I will be bringing copies of the attached letter for

distribution to the Supervisors.

We appreciate your attention to this matter.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. Thanks! *Adona

Adona White, Redway resident
adonacwhite(g)Qmail.com. 707-479-2342



Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
Room 111 of the County Courthouse
825 5th Street in Eureka

cob@co.humboldt.ca.us

February 3, 2026

Humboldt County Planning and Building Director
iford@cQ.humboldt.ca.us

Dear Humboldt County Planning Director John Ford and Board of Supervisors,

The purpose of this letter is to respectfully but urgently request that Humboldt County

take responsibility for the recent failure to uphold the Qualified (Q) Zone protections for

old-growth redwoods in lower Redway, clarify how this occurred, and refine the policy to

ensure it does not happen again. This letter is provided on behalf of a group of people

that have come together over concern about this situation, the Old Growth

Neighborhood Association.

Setting

Lower Redway sits adjacent to the John B. DeWitt State Natural Reserve, that includes

Holbrook Grove (approx. 230 acres) to the north and east of town, Whittemore Grove

(approx. 200 acres) across the river to the west and primarily just north of Briceland-

Thorn Road, and Redway Ridge (approx. 700 acres comprising a more recently

acquired portion of Whittemore Grove) that extends south and west from Briceland-

Thorn Road, flanking the South Fork Eel River and wrapping around the town of

Redway.

Lower Redway and the John B. DeWitt State Natural Reserve contain rare remnant

groves of old-growth redwood trees along the South Fork Eel River.

The Lower Redway Q Zone covers an estimated 153 parcels, which form a patchwork

of numerous small private residential parcels and State Parks parcels (see Attachment

E to this letter for information about the groves).

One of the most viable economic motors for Southern Humboldt is tourism, as

discussed by county officials at several public meetings. Community groups have raised

the need for improved connectivity between the town of Redway and the river and

Lower Redway (see Attachment F to this letter). Instead of improving access to tourism

options, the county’s recent allowance of removal of old-growth redwoods in the Q Zone

negatively impacts tourism.

Visitors heading to the Lost Coast on Briceland Road pass through the Q Zone. Locals

take walks and have lunch amongst the old growth. Locals and tourists alike enjoy hot

summer days and a swim here, and In the winter fishing for famed steelhead. For four
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generations, many families have maintained summer homes for extended family
gatherings, where they vacation and find inspiration amongst the old-growth redwoods

of Lower Redway. More recently, vacation rentals in the Q Zone have become available,

affording more visitors opportunities to enjoy the setting. Lower Redway is special

because of the old-growth redwoods. They warrant extraordinary stewardship, and

living here is both a privilege and a responsibility.

The Q Zone

To ensure the long-term protection of old-growth redwood trees on private parcels in

Lower Redway, in 1996 this Board adopted a Qualified Zone (Q Zone) in Lower Redway

via Ordinance 2112 (the Ordinance). It was amended into the 1987 Garberville Redway

Benbow Alderpoint Community Plan.'' The Ordinance is included as Attachment A to this

letter.2

The Ordinance states that the purpose of the Q Zone is “to protect redwood trees

greater than 12” in diameter at breast height while allowing for the maintenance and

development of permitted uses.” It states that a special permit is required for such

removal and the removal shall be limited to “1) removal of trees within the physical

footprint of a permitted building where [there are] no other feasible locations on the

property which would allow for the trees to remain upon construction of the building, 2)

removal of trees upon demonstration that such a tree, due to damage or disease, is in

imminent danger of falling, thus creating an immediate hazard." The Ordinance details a

process in the event an emergency exists, including requiring an emergency Special

Permit application. It also states that removal without approval “pose[s] a threat to public

health, safety and welfare, and therefore is prohibited.”

The intent of the Ordinance is clear: old-growth redwood trees in Lower Redway must

be preserved unless they pose an imminent risk of falling.

Routine limb fall is not grounds for tree removal under the Ordinance. Old-growth

redwoods naturally shed limbs, within tens of feet from the tree, and occasionally they

drop storm-damaged tops. Falling material from such height can certainly be hazardous

■’ Accessed at: httDs://humboldtQOv.orQ/DocumentCenterA/lew/285/Garberville-Redwav-

Benbow-Alderpoint-Communitv-Plan-PDF

2 See page c-18 of the Community Plan, page 58 of the pdf. Of note, the document

available on the county website appears to be missing a page between c-18 and c-19

and thus hinders the ability to adequately understand what is required. We are hopeful

that county staff have access to a complete version that could be shared with the public.
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to nearby structures—but the solution is targeted professional limbing, not the

destruction of entire old-growth redwood trees.

Recent Old Growth Removal in Lower Redway Q Zone

Recently, a property at the corner of Briceland Road and Oakridge Drive on the route to

the Lost Coast, containing multiple old-growth redwood trees was foreclosed and sold.

The new landowner filed a CalFire Structural Hazard Exemption notification for removal
of fire hazard trees within 150 feet of structures.

With CalFire approval, the landowner began cutting—removing at least five old-growth

redwoods—without county review, neighbor notification, or a special permit.

The county did not require an application, a special permit, or make a finding consistent

with the Ordinance. After media attention, Director Ford clarified that the county

believed the Ordinance only applied when another county permit is sought, and none
had been.

EPIC organized a letter-writing campaign that sent more than 630 letters to the county

raising concern over the old-growth redwood tree removal in the Q Zone.

On January 30, 2025, Tom Wheeler of EPIC sent Director Ford a letter (included as

Attachment C to this letter) regarding the county’s ability to regulate tree removal and

not be in conflict with CalFire’s regulation of timber operations. Director Ford then

acknowledged that his interpretation had changed and apologized, stating it would not

happen again.

We appreciate reflection but cannot overlook the irreversible loss of old-growth

redwoods in the Lower Redway Q Zone. We seek to ensure that the county clarifies its

process and approach to the Q Zone and ensures the intent of the Ordinance is upheld

and implemented going forward.

Concerns with CalFire’s Process in the Q Zone

In the recent example, in response to the landowner’s filing, CalFire issued a Letter of

Acceptance on December 16, 2025, for the removal of trees within zero to 150 feet of

structures to protect structures from fire hazard trees (included as Attachment B to this

letter) and issued a notice of inspection on February 4, 2026 (included as Attachment D

to this letter).

The county's bypass of review of old-growth redwood tree removal in the Q Zone, and

CalFire became the sole authority, the following problems arose:

• Any tree within 150 feet of any structure (even a shed or adjacent parcel building)
could be removed.

• No independent qualified professional was required to conduct the hazard

assessment consistent with the Q Zone. The CalFire inspection focused on trees
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that pose a safety hazard to structures associated with falling limbs and tops, not

just tree fall.

• This process did not require protection of old-growth trees.

• It does not require that a tree Is In imminent danger of falling to justify removal.

• No alternatives analysis was conducted to avoid tree removal.

• This process did not require wildlife consultation or cumulative effects analysis.

• It did not afford notification of neighbors or opportunity for review and input.

• Commercial sale of removed logs is allowed, incentivizing removal of old-growth

redwood for landowner profit.

Reliance on the CalFire fire hazard exemption process creates a dangerous loophole,

threatens to weaken or render the Ordinance ineffective, and has now caused

irreparable impacts to the old growth within the Q Zone. In this recent case, neighbors

relied on county processes and oversight systems to prevent these outcomes—systems

that did not function. We must now ensure that county decision-making, enforcement,

and communication are strong enough, informed enough, and proactive enough to

prevent such a failure from occurring again.

The removal of these old-growth redwood trees on a highly visible property adjacent to

the main road and the Eel River alters the neighborhood physically, visually, spiritually,

ecologically, and economically. It impacts property values and the sense of place that

defines the community. Some properties rely on tourism. Visitors drive past the clear-cut

area to access rentals, or on their way to the Lost Coast, and their experience is

diminished by what they see. If this precedent continues, the Q Zone old-growth trees

will be further irreparably harmed due to the lack of oversight.

Positive Models

PG&E provides a strong example of consistently avoiding the removal of protected

redwood trees in the Q Zone and instead performs targeted hazard mitigation.

Landowners in the Q Zone invest in hazard limbing by qualified professionals rather

than old-growth redwood tree removal. Targeted limb removal for hazard reduction is

the thoughtful, balanced approach that should have been required in this recent case.

Our Requests

We respectfully request that Humboldt County:

• Review all Q-Zone records to ensure they are complete, accurate, and fully

accessible to county staff, landowners, and members of the public.

• Establish a clear, enforceable implementation process including:

- Qualified hazard evaluation & alternatives analysis prioritizing limb removal

-Aspecial permit requirement for old-growth removal
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- Effective neighbor notification, responsiveness to complaints and adequate
enforcement

Ensure sufficient technical advisory assistance is available to county staff.

Do not simply defer to CalFire for tree removal in the Q Zone by taking a

hands-off approach.

Conduct a post-mortem of the recent old-growth redwood tree removals and

assess what should have been done and learn from evaluation of the site.

Evaluate why staff took a hands-off approach and identify weaknesses in the

Ordinance’s enforcement.

Place a full agenda item before the Board to clarify Q Zone protections and

strengthen the county’s oversight process.

Closing

Old-growth redwoods are irreplaceable and invaluable. The community depends on

Humboldt County to uphold the protections designed to preserve them. We ask you to

reaffirm your commitment to the Lower Redway Q Zone, correct the systemic gaps that

allowed this failure, and ensure that old-growth redwoods in Lower Redway are never

again put at risk through inadequate review.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Old Growth Neighborhood Association

Attachments:

Attachment A: Q-Zone Ordinance for Lower Redway, accessed at:

https;//humboldtqov.org/DocumentCenterA/iew/285/Garberville-Redwav-Benbow-

Alderpoint-Communitv-Plan-PDF

Attachment B; CalFire December 16. 2025, Letter of Acceptance of Exemption

Attachment C: January 30, 2026, Letter from Tom Wheeler to John Ford re: County

Regulation of Non-commercial Tree Removal

Attachment D: February 4, 2026, Notice of Inspection by CalFire

Attachment E: Information about old-growth redwood groves within the Lower Redway

Q Zone, accessed at https://www.redwoodhikes.com/Dewitt/Dewitt.html

Attachment F: Fact Sheet regarding improved access to parks and community

connectivity in Southern Humboldt, produced by Ancient Forest International in 2021.
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Figure 1. Map of the Lower Redway Q Zone (provided by the Trees Foundation).
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Attachment A: Q Zone Ordinance for Lower Redway, accessed at:

https://humboldtqov.orq/DocumentCenterA/iew/285/Garberville-Redwav-BenbQw-

Alderpoint-Communitv-Plan-PDF

OKDINANCK NQ.

AMENDING SECTION it M OF THE HI.T^BOLDT COUNTS CODE
BY REVISING THE PROVISIONS OF THE QUAI IFltD ZONE FOR

PROPERTY EN THF LOWER REDU AY AREA

The Board of .Supcmsors of the Comity of Humboldt ordoln as foDowc

I ZONE AMENDMENT Soebon 313.4 of the Huoiboldt Code « hexebN-

b> the Unguage of the Quaiiftod Zoning Ordinance that applies to (he p/ooem
m Exhibit A TV propanics are also iho\^ti on the Garfaervaie RedwTiy Bentxw

Coiwnumty PUn Zonmg Map No I of 2 on file ai the Humboldt Couirtv PUnninfi
Depann^nt '

/ONEQI.'AUnCATION TV .p«i.l iwrict.™ >uKi «. f«th in

Humboldt Cwnt) Code Snrtian 315-6 which

applicatioo of (he “Q" (Qvabfiod Combiw*) Zone

qualification IK purpo« of np«„l «,)
r^GUms herein imposed on the propcity desenbod in Paragraph I is.

‘ U«i greater than twdve inches (|2*> in diameter at breaa heght (four «k1

^hatf fen abmc the ground) whSe aUowi:^ fbi the maimaiaace and detelopment of pemuaed

and Building

restricijoo of the R-I zone ergulaUoru by

Paragraph 4„ SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS Principal penniiicd uses and condiuonady pertretted

^ ^Utiona of chc Humboldt County Code Section 314.24j]o »(b) shall be alltmnl on the properties described in Paiagreph 1 consistent with the fbUowing tbmti^
and

** ^ addrtwn to the ergulations of Sectwo 3|4-24(c), the foUowuig shall Use

I) A Special Permit shall be re(|uired for the retiwal of any erdwood
inches (12*) in diameter at breast beigH (dbb)

2) The removal of any erdwood greater than tweHt inches (12*) dbh stun be tunKol to 11
rero^t of trea within the ptiysical footprint of a penamrd building where there are no
other feasible kjcauons on the property which would allow for the trees to remain upon
cooKniction of the building, or 2) removal of tren upon demuiutracioo that such a tree due

J^nigc or disease is in manne« danger of faJhng. thus creating an immediaie hazard
(Ommiayi. and off street parlung areas, oo^rt* sewage disposal systcans shaU not be
coftsaJerad part of the physical fixMprmt of a perrnmed buiUing)

3) Smh removal shall not precede Health Dcparimcm sewage disposal clearance

greater than twelve

C-r»
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(I) The location, nature and cause of the emergency.

(11) The remedial, protective or preventative work required to deal with the emergenev
and

(III) The circumstances during the cmcrgcnc) that appear to justify the waiver of
procedural requirements, including the probable consequences of failmg to take
inuncdiaie corrective aaion

(li) Proceedings for Waiver of Procedures The Planning Director shall verify the existence
and nature of the emergency and. insofar as Umc allows, the efcts relied upon by the
petitioner. The Planning Dqiarrnicnt shall provide public notice of the emergency work.
with the extent and type of notice to be determined on the basis of the nature of the
emergency,

(in) Criteria for Waiver of Procedures The normal procedural requirements for obtaining a
Special Permit may be waived, and an emergency Special Permit may be conditionally or
unconditionally granted, only if the Planning Director maJccs all of the following findings

(I) An emergency exists that requires action more quickly than permiued by strict
adherence to procedural requirements;

(11) Pubbe comment received on the emergency action proposed, if any, has been
reviewed and considered;

(HI) The emergency action would be consistent with the policies of the adopted County
General Plan and the regulations of this zoning ordinance

(IV) The proposed work can and will likely be completed within thirty (30) days, unless
otherwise specified by the Planning Director, and

(iv) Special Permit Required Following the issuance of an emergency Special Pennit.
application shall be made for the required Special Permit in accordance with the other
applicable provisions of this Paragraph

Paragraph 5 PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE Cutting and/or removal of redwtxxi trees
greater that 12* dbh conducted without first obtaining approval of the Planning Director as specified m
Paragraph 4 are inconsistent with the County General Plan, the Lower Redway R-l-B-S-Q Zoning
District and pose a threat to public health, safety and welfare, and are therefore prohibited

Any violation of any of the provisions of the zoning restnetions listed above in
Paragraph 4 shall be declared to be a public nuisance and shall be subject to injunction
and abaiemenl as such

Any nuisance as defined in Paragraph 5. a) above may be abated through the procedures
provided for in Humboldt County Code Sections 35M1 through 351-44
procedure for said abatement provided herein shall not be exclusive, but shall be
cumulative and in addition to any other abatement procedure, or any other remedies
provided by the laws of California or the Code of the County of Humboldt

a.

b

The
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Figure A-1. Map accompanying Resolution 2112, identifying the Q zone zoning as
R1B3Q. Please note the map is oriented with north to the left and east to the top of the
image.
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Attachment B: CalFire December 16, 2025 Letter of Acceptance of Exemption

STATE Of CAltrOOMA NATURAL RESC4MCF5 AGENCY NMnim GsvaiMM

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION

NORTHERN REGION HEADQUARTERS • SANTA ROSA

135 Rtdgway Avenue
S«nla Rosa CA. ttM01

(707)Sr6-»59
Webtiia wviAA ca gov

mnne

0«cember 16. 2025

Robert Scahetl

POBoaOI

Garbervllle. CA 05542

Structure Protection (0 to 150 feet) v2019
No 1-25EX-00914-HUM

Letter of Acceptance

Pus letter acknowtertges acceptartce of your "Notice of Exemption* per Title 14. California Code of Regulations,
Section 1038(a), (b), (c), (c)(6). (d), (e), (Oi 1038.3,1038.5, end 1038.6 from plan preparation and submission
requirements (PRC 4^1) arxl from the completion and sloddrrg report requirements (PRC 4565 and 4587)

This Exemption EXPIRES December 14.2026 Timber operations shall comply with all operational provisions of
the Forest Practice Act and District Forest Practice Rules. Note; in4ieu practices, exceptions to rules, and

alternative practices are not allowed.

Regulatory rules moy differ If the exemption n In a county with speoal rules or within a Special Treatment Area The

Timbarland Owrrei and the Licensed Timber Operator are advised lo be aware of the rules for the speoifrc locauon of the

exemption

Other Agency Coniidofatlons
• Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Boards) regulate waste discharges from limber harvest

activities The Regional Boards may have speoal requirements for bmber harvesting (xmducted under this
exemption Please contact your local Regional Water Control Board with any questions regarding compliance with

Ifie Cakfomia Water Code

• Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) may require notificaUon if the timber operations will substantially divert or

obstruct the natural flow of. or substantially change or use any material from the bed. channel, or bank of any nver.
stream, or take Information on the Lake and Streambed Alteration Program and other DFW programs can be found
at the lollowtng internet address httPi-./Twww.iirtldllfe ciJQvffiQOiefYttten/EnvffonfnentaLRevlew

On-site inspection will be conducted by local CAL FIRE LMtl Forest Practice Inspectors ot evaluate compliance with all

the provisions of the Forest Practice Act and Rules For questions regarding tlw above referenced exemption, please

contact the appropriate regional office listed above or contact the local CAL FIRE Unit for your County

Sincerely.

1

Gale Lopez >RPF #3154
Timber Regulation & Forest Restoration Forester
Northern Region Headquarters - Santa Rosa
135 Ridgway Ave Santa Rosa. CA 96401
707-576-2940 (office)
707-608-6020 (cell)

cc; Unrt, File

To view Exemption Notices, please visit httos//caltreeeDlansjesoureea.ea.oovfcaKfes/

*lhr r til tutieMnamJ hf^ rVtunrlfti* u"d /Ac iffiUt tmti imttrfts lAv/'cty/wlv i*»it tif f
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State ofCaHfornia

Oepa^t/neni of Fveslry anij Ptr# Pfoledton
Forest Practice Notice

RM-73(1038(c){1)KWcv 10/20?4)
s/ Admin Use Only

M D
1-25EX.00914.HUMExemption Nuir\ber

STRUCTURE PROTEaiON EXEMPTION

Removal of fire hd23rd trees from 0 to 150 feet of an

Approved and Legally Permitted Structure

VALID FOR ONE YEAR FROM DATE RECEIPT 8Y CAL FIRE.

Timber Operations pursuant to the aotKe of exemption may not commerjce for five (S) working days from the date

of the Director's receipt of the nofree unless this delay is waived by the Director. If the Director does not act within

pve (5} working days of receipt of the notice of exemption. Timber Operations may commence, fref 14 CCR §
J03S.J(c}(13H

DEC 15 2025Dale Received

DEC 16 2025Dale Approved

Date Expires DEC 14 2026

The Director of the Department of Forestry *nd Fire Protection (CAL FiRE) is hereby notified of Timber OperatKsns

under the requirements of 14 CCR § 1038(c)(1) to cut or remove liees wUhin one hundred-fifty (150) feet from any

point of an Approved and Legally Permitted Structure that complies with the Californio Building Standards Code m

comphartce with Public Resources Code (PRC) § 4290 & 4291. Complete all items on this notice; when responses do

not fit in the space provided, so state, and add additional pages as necessary

1- LICENSED TIMBER OPERATOR(Sl When more than one LTO is on ine Plan, please provide a detailed description of

timber operaoon responsibiiittes for each V

her <' .4-O/^^^Lne: yd 7'

State^c. ^ip ^ ^—

Namei'S Lie. No

Address. 0 citvjgv rg!C^

f ocfcnow/edge the responsibilities as the licensed Timber Operator for this plan.

Signature: (opbonal) Date

2. TIMflERLAND OWNERfSt OF RECORD

Name. Qnbf nl fyrTflr^i".F4—

Address: .P 0 Botr 9 I

Email: PobferF l .Com

/ acknowledge the responvblUties as the Timberland Owner for this plan.

__ Phone •701-^2Vgfcfefl

City State: fA Zip. 955^J

Signature^

3. TIMBER QWNER(SI OF RECORD

Name- Srf\i~tt*_Vv

Address: P. O 91

Email: rabfe/^F gr.arie44 ^ amI •

Phone 70 "7 .3.33 g6.^g

State: TA Zip:City: gorfcgr»^./(g

I^CEIVeO t2/1Si3C2S

CoMt Aim OWoe

RMOUice MmueniMt
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RM-73(10iWc)(l))|Hev 10/2024)

TIMBER TAX NOTICE- The TIMBER OWNER i» responsible for pavnieni of a v'eKl ta*

for limber yield U* mformaliart or for awsiance wth these questions call 1-800 400-7115. or write Timber Ta* Section. MIC:

83, California Department of Tad and Fee Administration. P.O Bon 942879, Sacismenlo. CA 94279-0088; or visit CDTFA at

frttpt //WWW cdtfa.ca gov

Some small or low-value harvests may tic e«empl from the T-rnber VieW Taxper Revenue and Taxation Code Section 38U6

Timber Owners may be considered exempt if the value of the harvesting operaiions does not exceed S3,000 dollars within a

quarter, accordmg to CPTFA's Timber Ta* Harvest Value Schedules

If the Timber Owner believes harvesting may be exempt (according to the limber tax exempt on language above for low value

harvests) please complete the volume and species information below Otherwise, proceed to the rwxt Item

final determination of tax-exempt status will be made by the Timber lax Section of the California Department of Tax and Fee

Administration

If the COTFA timber tax section is to be considered a tax exemption based on projected harvest, please

complete the information below.

Select the best estimate of total volume for this harvest, in thousarids of board feel (MBF-Net Scnoner short log)

Sa Over2SMBF□ IS-25MaF□ 8 IS MBFn UnderSMBF

A Estimate the percentage af limber to be removed dunng d»s harvest, (percentages should equal lOOSs)

Other ConiferRedwood 1OO It Ponderosa/SugarPme, % Douglas hi

%FirH Port OrfordCeoarCedar. Other Hardwoods

C Christmas trees over 3.0CW lineal feet? QVes HNoB Fuelwoodover ISOcords? DYes JQno

is it anticipated that a tree existing before 1800 AO greater than 60 inches in diameter at slump height tor

Sierra or Coastal Redwoods, or 48 inches in diameter at stump height for all other tree species will be

harvested? (ref 14CCR§ 1038 KcHlS)! KlYes DNo

NOTE: If *^es*, refer to 14 CCR 51038.1(cHl5)(A-C).AnRPFis required to prepare an explanation and

justification per 14 CCR § 1038.l(cMl5)(B)(l-3) to be included at submission unless 14 CCR § 1038.1(cMl5MC)

applies.

Will timber harvesting occur within the standard width of a Watercourse or Lake Protection Zone (WLPZ)»

□Yes ®No

tf "Yes", trees to be harvested shall be marked by, or under the supervision of. a Registered Professional

Forester (RPf) pnor to Timber Operations (ref. 14 CCR § 1038.l(c)(12)l Include the name, license number,

and signature of the RPF [ref 14 CCR § 1602.Ij:

4.

5.

RPF Name:

bcense number:

Signature; — -

If "Yes" to harvesting in the WLP2. indicate the exception permitted per 14 CCR h 1038 l(c)( 12):

□ Sanitation-salvage harvesting, as identified in 14 CCR § 913 3 1933.3, 953.3|, shall meet the Slocking

Standards of 14 CCR & 912.7 (932 7, 952 7Hb)(2) immediately after completion of operations

□ The removal of dead or Oymg Trees where consistent with 14 CCR § 916.4 (936 4.956.4j(b)

RfiCeiVEO 12/18^2025

CoHt AresOBice

RMOuree Mewmwuenl
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ftM-73{1038(c)(IIMRev. 10/2024)

6. Will Timber Operatior^s occur in a WLPZ, Of wllhin any equipment limitation zone (ELZ) or equipment
exclusion zone |EEZ) designated for Watercourse or lake protection, within a watershed with listed

anadromous salmonids? OVes ^No

If “Ves". indicate the cxceptionls) permitted by U CCR ^ 916 9 {936 9. 956 9|(5);

Hauling on existing roads
Road maintenance

Operations conducted for public safety

Construction or reconstruction of approved Watercourse crossings.

Temporary crossings of dry Class III Watercourses that do not require notification under Fish and Game
Code §1600 et seq.

Harvesting recommended in writing by California Department of Fish and Wildlife (COFW) to address
specifically identified forest conditions (attach a copy of the written recommendation from CDFW).

□

□

□

n

□

□

7. Have significant archaeological sites been identified withm the project area? DVes KNo

NOTE: No Timber Operations are allowed on any site that satisfies the criteria listed in 14 CCR § 89S.1 for

a Significant Archaeological or Historical Site except under conditions described in 14 CCR §

1038.1(cK3)(A)&tB).

If "Yes", will operations occur within these identified archaeological sites? DYes DNo

NOTE: If nfes**. provide written concurrence from a Department Archaeologist with the exemption

submission per 14 CCR § 1038.1(c)(3)(C).

8. Tentative commencement date of Timoer Operations; j /tI- , per 14 CCR § ia38.1(a)|S}
NOTE: Prior to Timber Operations, the Timber Operator shall notify the Department of the actual

commencement date of operations. The notification shall be directed to the appropriate CAL FIRE Unit

Headquarters, Forest Practice Inspector, or other designated personnel. If the notification is provided by
mail. Timber Operations may not commence until three (3) days after the postmark date of notification
per 14CCR§1038.1(c)(14).

9. Check all Yarding methods to be utilized per 14 CCR § 1038.2;

^UE

Traaof.incJudmg end/long lining {(11 j Cable, ground lead

Rubber tire skidder, forwarder (O) Cable, high lead

{Q| Cable, skyline

OROUMO • BASED OTHER

m\ ioi Hand Chinning and removing

{□I [Gl Ocher (describe below)

(Ol Feller buncher

Shovel yarding

lai Tethered operations

NOTE: If more than one yarding method is selected, they must be identified on accompanying maps

10. Provide the legal land description of the location of the Timber Operation [ref 14 CCR § 1038 1(a)(4)) Attach

a uses 7.S-minute quadrangle map or equivalent map, per 14 CCR § 1038.2 depicting:

• Boundaries of the Harvest Area

• Location of all Watercourses and Lakes with Class I. II, ill or IV waters

« A larger scale (detailed] map such as an assessor’s parcel map showing the location of Timber Operations

shall be included with the exemption submission

• Color coding shall not be used.

Additional maps, which may be topographic or ptanimetrk, may be used to provide additional information, to
show details, and improve map clanty A legend shall be Included indicating the meaning of the symbols

used Describe the access route to the timber operation so that it can be easily located, and/or include an

assessor's oarcel map for small areas Attach additional supporting pages as necessary

RECEIVED t^/ISTOZS

Coact A/m Otbw

Rwoursa Manapwnent
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RM 73 (1038(0(1)} (Rev 10/2024)

iAcrejge* Assessor's Parcel R (opttonal)Section CountyBaseline

Meridian

Township Rar'ge

t

L_ _i I I
* Acres «rr ctriputed and are for Pte Harvest Area

11. CERTIFICATION OF COMPUANCE; Per 14 CCR § 1038(cK5). Timber Operations conducted under this

exemption subsection shall conform to the applicable aty or county general plans, city or county implementing

ordinances, and city or county zonmg ordinances within which the notice of exemption is located. The

following must be completed by the LTO, Timberland Owner, or If applicable the RPF. as listed In this

exemption

(select agent thereof)

□ lto Timberland Owner I]RPF

Phone: 70-? ^33Name,

State: CA Zip.City

Email.

I certify that the city or county within which this exemption is otcofed has been contacted and the exemption is in

conformance with all city and county requlgtory requirements in accordance with 14 CCR § 1033(c)(5).

Signature (^ Date: I X / ) i / j?SU'

The following are limitations or requirements for Timber Operations conducted under this Notice of Exemption for Fire

Hazard Trees within O-ISO feet of a legally permitted structure that complies with the California BuHdltsg Code:

Th*i Twst be submitted to and received by CAL f iRf at the aoprotwwte aff<e listed below pnor to the commencement of

Timber Operations.

Coastal Special Treatment areas and Marin County: the Director tha I have ten calenoar dJvs from date of receipt to accept or

'elect me notice of timber Chserauons.
14 CCR < 1038(c| places certain Irmiti on the harvesting of trees under this ecemptioo These limns need to be examined to assure

compUar>ce

14 CCR I lOM Timber (Rations conducted ur»der this nowe shall comoly wiOi all operational pi-ovisions of the Forest Practice Act

and Outrict Forest PracUe Ruks aopiieaWe ot Timber Harvetting Plan.* "TMP.“ and “Plan * Timber operations must conform to

apphcabie CAv or county general plans, erty or county impieminlii'g ordrnances. and city or county zoning ordiriances withm which

the exemption Is located The requrrements to submit a comolef*on and stixfckvg report do not normally apply wKhin the 0 ot ISO-

loot zone.

Only trees withm ISO feet o' an Approved and Legally PemMted Structure (14 CCR f 89S II that comolies w>th the CallforrMs

Building Code fincludes only structures Ceiigneo for human occupancy, garages, barns, stables, and structures used to ertclose fuel

tanks) may be cut and removed (ref 14 CCR 11038(c}tl)|

CtearcuRing, seed tree reirtova' step or shrfterwood remrjva step are not allowed under this Nobce of Exemption 14 CCR 4

tOlWcMlI

All surface fuels created by t'lmlwr Operatrons. witnm 150 feel of an appuwed or legally permitted slructuie, that eoutd promote

the spread of wildfire, including slash and woody debns. esteedmg one (1) inch In diameter, and brush, ingy bech-pped, burned, or

removed wtlhm 4S days from the start of operations 14 CCR i I038(c){ 3)

m addrtion to the surface fuel treatment de>^r.t>ed m 14 CCR i 103«lc»(3). the I'arved Area most meet the vegetation treatment

standards in PRC 4 4S»4(i)(l) to |2I(A} Hiastraled m Board feenweal Rule Addendum No 4 wiihm one (11 year from the receipt of

‘ssuance of notice of acceptance 14 CCR 4 l038(cM4)

There are special requirements for Timber Operatons conducted m Coastal Commusrori Special treatment Areas and wi counues

with special rules adopted by the Baird of Forestry md Fir* Protection Timber Operations shall comply with the rulK associated

with the specdK^oeciafTfeaimentArea Timber Operations are within l4CCRi I03» McKb) I hew rules should be reviewed prior

to submitting tha notice lO CAl F-RE

All Timber Ctoeraticms conducted m the Lake Tahoe Region must have a valid Tahoe Basm Tree Removal Permit, as defined by TRPA.

1

2.

J

4

s

6

7

B

9

RECCIVEO t2>tSr2C25

CoMtArpa OWoe

Rsaouto* Management
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RM.73(10i8(cHimRev 10/20241

O' (^all tM conducted unde' J vai>d TRPA rrerrorandum at undentandmg, wh«n such a oe'Tn>t is by 1RPA. 14 CCR |

lOia Mbid)

rinibcf Operations may not be conducted without • copy o^ the Directors notice of acceptanri* of the notice of e<emptuin at the

operatine Site, eicept where the Director hat fa-led to act w tnin the f>w* (S) wo<k.r>g day review period. 14 CCR i 1038 I(cUlil{A)

No helicopter yarding shall be allowed UCCR i 1938 1{D)I3)

in lieu practices within WLPZs as spevifieJ unde' AiiKle G of ihevo rules, etceptiun to the rules, and alternative practices are not

allowed 14 CCR i 1038

No Tractor or heavy equipment operations on slopes greater than S03<< 14 CCR ^ 1033 llc)lS)

No cortsiruction of new traclo' toads on slopes greaie' than 40S U CCA 4 I03S L(c)IS)

No Tractor or heavy equipmerit operations on known Unstable Areas 14 CCR $ 1038 l(cK7)

No r-ew toad corstruetton or reconstruction, asdeftied by 14 CCR S B9S 1 14 CCR § 1038 >tc}(8)
No heavy equ'pmert operations withm the standard wdth of a INIPZ. as defined in 14 CCR S 916 4(936 4,9^6 4|(b| 14 CCR I

1038 l{cl(9)

No timber harvesting within the standard width of a Watercoune or lake Protection Zone atdnfmed tn 14 CCR h 9l6 4 [936 4,

966 4)(b). everpt sanitation-salvage harvesting, as defined m 14 CCR 9 913 3 [933 3.9S3 3[. where immediately after complepon of

operations, (he area shall meet the stocking standards of 14 CCR 9 912 7 (932 7.9S2 71(b)(2). except for the removal of dead or dying
trees where consistent wrth 14 CCR 9 1038 l(c)(12) Trees to be harvested wi(ht.i a WIPZ shall be marked bv. at u-idet Ihe

superv.sion of. an RPf pcof to Timber Oocrafonj 14 CCH 9 1038 KcM W)

ASP watersheds - No Timber Operabonsare afiowed m a WlP?. or wiihm ary tu o> Ff7 designated (or Watercourse or lake

Protection, under exemption notices escept (t) Hauling on existing roads (2) Road mainterianee (3) Operations conducted for puhtir

safety (4| Cor»struct>on or reconstruction of approved watercourse erpswnfs (6) Teniporary rtosungs nl dry Class iH watercourses

tnat do not requue notification under Fish and Game Code 91600 et seq (6) Harvesting recommended in writing by COTW to

address specifically identified forest conditiorts

Operations condiKted under a notice of ecempnon aie ngj permitted in known sites of rare, candidate, threatened or etidangcred

plants and animals if (he sites will be disturbed or damaged Nfi limber Operaiionsmay occur within a buffer tone of a listed, or

sensitive species as defined by U CCA 9 896 1 14 CCR 9 1038 l(c)( 10)01)

If any activtties related to Timber Operations, as defined by PRC 452 7 are to include any of the fcHowmg acitvuies m any rrver.

stream or lake mcKid-ng epiiodie and perennial waterways, a notification to tne Califorrvl<i Departmerst hsh and Wi‘dt<fe ts required

pu’suant toFish and Game Code91602 1) Auibstariiai alteration of ttie bed, bank, or channel 2) A substantial diversion (l f water

drafting) oi obstruction of the natcrat flew or 3] Use of material irom or deoovt of rnatenal into the Watercourse Information on

The lake arid Streamoed Alteration Program as wen <u notifical-on forms, may be found at tne following Nnk
hKP3//www wildlife CJ gQv/conurrvation.'lts

Completion and Stocking reports are required for areas when operations occur within Ihe COAST DISTRICT. COASTAL

COMMISSION SPECIAL TREATMENT AREAS and/or MARIN COUNTY. The landowrser shall submit to CAl FIRE a RU 71 Compleoon

and Stocking report per PRC 4S8S and PRC 458 f

This Notice of Eiemption ti vahd for orie year frpm the oate of receipt by CAi fiRl

- Marin Ctsunty Che eacmptlon is valid for the calendar year of KCeptanc e.

A Timber Operator wRn a valid state kevnse must be designated upon submission of this Notice

10

11

12

43

14

IS

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

The following suggestions may help ensure compiiarKe with the Forest Practice Rules

L Timber Owners. Timberland Owners and TimEier Oiieraio'S should obtain and rewew copies of lf>e Forest Practice Rules p«na<ning io

(he Notice of Emergency. Copies may be obtjtned from Barclays law Publishers, F O Box 2006, San Francisco. CA 94126, CAl FiRE,

Forest Prwtice P.O Bo» 944246. Sociwenlo. CA 94244 2460. or CAL FIRE'S website at http //www fee, ca nov

2. Contact the CAl FIRE officeksted below for queshons regarding the use of tNs nobce

File this notice online with CalTR££5 fhttosJ/caltieesp)ans.fesources,ca.gov/caltfees/) or send to The CAL FIRE
Forest Practice Manager at the office below for the county in which the operation will occur:

13S Ridgway Avenue
Santa Rosa. CA9V401

Mnlarmarev.ewtgimglir*

(707) 576 2959

A'ameda. Colusa Contra Costa. Del Norte Hum&oidt. lake Mar.n Meridocmo Napa.

San Mateo. Santa Clara. Sama Crui, Solano. Sonoma, western T'tmty and Yolo Counties
I

I

610S Airport Road

Redding. CA 96002
KddinerevnwtnboxgfMf .a ain.

(S30) 224-2454

Butie, G<enn. lessen. Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumav Snasta, Sierra. Siskryou, Sutter,

Telmma eastern Tnn-ty and Yuba Counties

Alpine. Amador, Calaveras. El Dorado. Freino. Imperial Inyo, Kern, I os Angeles.

Madera, Manposa. Merced. Mono. Monterey. Orange. R'verstde. San Bemts. San

Bernardino San Oifgo. San luty Obispo. Sanu Ba'ba'a. Stanislaus. TiMjIumne, Tuiare. and

Ventura CouXiei

1234 East Shaw Avenue

Fresno. CA 93/10

f'i*cn3reviewin(>>i»^t.ie ta ei v

(S591 243*4107

RECEIVED t2/1Sf2C35

CbMlAiMOilco

Rwou»q> Man ageii lent

10



STATE Of CALirOON^ »TArjpAi*ESOU*CESAOlNC> Oatio w»«wn C0vw>?t«

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION

C^JciiiZsCii HumbokJI-Dei No<te Unit
11BS Fortuna Bouttvard

Fortuna CA 95540^25

HurT>boidt County
(707I72M4I3

WtOsite WWW ftrc cs 0oy

'CAL '
mFIRE

November 10. 2025

Robert Scarlett

20 Ridgeway Or
Redway. CA 95580

SERVICE RECORD REPORT

The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has permitting and enforcement lunsdiction over among

other things, the conduct of limber operations, mctudmg the conversion of timberiand to uses other than growing limber

on timberiand

In the Slate of California, the conduct of timber operations is strictly regulated pursuant to the Z berg-N^edly Forest

Practice Act oi 1973 (Pub Resources Code §§ 4511-4629 13) (the Forest Practice Act) and the Forest Practice Rules

(Title 14 Cal CodeolRegs §§B95-l1l5 3)adoptedbytheStateBoardofForestry8ndFlreProtection(theBoardof
Forestry) pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board m the Act

Timber operations as defined m the Forest Practice Act. means (i) the cutting or removal, or both (h) from timbertarKls

(iii) of timber or other solid wood forest products (iv) for convnercial purposes The commercial purposes of the cutting
and removal may be either an intent to sell, barter, exchange or trade the timber or an Intent to convert timberiand to a

use other than growing trrnber. whether or not there is any mtent to commeroalize the timber (Pub Resources Code §
4527) Ail timber operations must be conducted pursuant to a Timber Harvesting Plan (THP) a^roved by CAL FIRE
(Pub Resources Code § 4561 ) A landowner who intends to convert timberiand must also secure a Timbertar>d

Converswi Permit (TCP) from CAL FIRE poor to the timberiand conversion (Pub Resources Code § 4621 )

The Act defines 'tirr^rtands* to tndude all non-federal land that is available for, and capable of growing a crop of
trees of commercial species as designated by the Board of Forestry (Pub Resources Code § 4526, see 14 CCR §
895 1 ) A ‘crop of trees' inctudes any number of trees that may be harvested commercially (14 CCR § B95 1,) H a

important to note that timberlands are thus defined by their physical characteristics rather than their zoning that some
or all of a property may be tirrfoeriands. and that zoning restrictions may nM preclude (he conduct of tmiber operations
and therefore, the requirement of a THP or TCP

In addition to local permit requirements (e g building grading, cannabis cultivation, etc) a THP is required prior to
conducting timber operations on timberiand and a TCP ts required prior to converting etnbertand to a use other than

growing limber However several exemptions are available should the eUgibilrty requirements be met

California State Law also requires that any person who conducts timber operations on timberiand be a License Timber

Operator (LTO) LTO's are persons who have been licensed under the Forest Practice Act law and are authorized to

conduct timber operations on timoehand LTO s are required to work under a harvest document mat has been

accepted or approved by CAL FIRE prior to conducting Umber operations

Service Record 10 25SR-00416

Date Services Performed 11/10/2025 12.00.00 AM

Legal Descnption HBM T04SR03ES10 077-072-007

Site Addess

kM itw(‘•ttfUf MM<rK«'VW« ttu r>nvx-m ufk/rViwctfiMr'ruriArmtM/fit «m/A||« /VtlfyifniM

RECeiVeO «2f1&30?s

CeeMA/eeOMw

Resource Mew^jemefH
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25SR-00416 2

Notes;

On October 21st, 2025,1 conducted a service inspection at 20 Oakridge Road in Redway CA. Onsite during the
inspection was the new landowner Rc^rt Scarlett and LTO Levi Cope. The landowner requested a site visit to evaluate

several trees that he feels pose a safety hazard to the structures on his property and his neighbors i have inspected this

property several times in the past year under the previous owners who hanrested several trees around the property end

wanted to harvest several more trees after (heir house was damaged by dead materia or tops of the trees breaking and

damage the habitable structures

During the inspection approximately five trees/ clumps were Identified all M^in 30 feet of structures as having the defect

and site cortdibons irnlicative of tree failure as described m Hazardous Tree Identification, Powedine Fire Prevention Field

Guide as defined in the Forest Practice Rules under 695.1

Danger Tree means any tree located on or adjacent to a utility right-of-way or facility that could damage utUity Faditties
should it fall where the tree leans toward the right-of-way. or (2) the tree is defective because of my cause, such as;

heart or root rot. shallow roots, excavation, bad crotch, dead or with dead top, deformity, cracks or splits, or any other
reason that could result in the tree or a main lateral of the tree falling. See Chapter VII. HazardousTreeldentrftcatio n,
Powemne Fire Prevention FMd Guide-1977, A Joint Publication of the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Bureau of Land Management.

These identified trees have already damaged the roof and deck of the main habitable structure and caused damage to
the adjacent shed and adjacent property and continue to pose a safety threat.

The property in question is in the Lower Redway Q Zone as delineated by Humboldt County Building and Planning
Department. In this zone trees over 12 inches at D6H are not allowed to be harvested unless in an emergency situation,

and tree(s) are threatenirig people or property In the County ordinances it states a Special Permit is necessa^ On
Thursday November 6lh I had a phone conversation with Warren Black with the County of Humboldt, and he didn’t think

the County was requirirrg a permit within the Redway Zone to harvest select safety hazard trees but was gong to

Investigala zoning further.

Also, trees existing before 1800 AO greater than 60 inches in diam^er at stump height for Siena or Coastal Redwoods

or 46 inches In diameter at Mump height for all other tree species wjH be harvested Based on the safety Issues
surrounding the proposed trees this RPF agrees that the selected trees pose a safety hazard to the habitual structures

and may be harvested

If trees are to be harvested and commemializad a harvest document from CAL FIRE is required. Based on my
Irtspection. a Structure Protection Exemption which allows removal of fire hazard trees from 0-160 efet of an approved

and legally permitted structure would be an exemption that could be used to harvest the select safety hazard trees

IdentifM dunng the Inspection. I would also encourage the landowner to get written approval or documentation that no

Special Permit from foe Cour>ty of Humboldt is required to harvest trees with the Lower Redway Q Zone

Please caH with any questions

CAL FIRE encourages larvlowners to contact a Registered Professional Forester or their local CAL FIRE Unit

Forester to assist in determining whether their land Includes timbertands. A Finally, other agencies may have

junsdiction related fo your potential project and it b encouraged that you contact them.

Sincerely.

Lucas THUS-RPF«2780

Forester II. Resource Mar\agement
South/Central Supervisor
CeU (707) 599-6693
Email: Lucas.TttusQfire.ca gov

aeaiveo tziivam

C«Mt A*M OSlW

HvaaufW fJenwiMHiWX
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Attachment C: January 30, 2026 Letter from Tom Wheeler to John Ford County

Regulation of Non-commercial Tree Removal

To; John Ford. Humboldt County Planning Department

From: Tom Wheeler. Executive Director and Staff Attorney. EPIC

Date: January 30.2026

Re: Whether and to what extent can Humboldt County regulate timber operations

Dear John,

I am writing to provide you with some thoughts concerning the legality of local regulation of

timber harvest I hope these help clarify the County's role in regulating non-commercial timber

operations, such as the use of 14 CCR § 1038 'hazard tree" exemption While the Forest

Practice Act expressly preempts local regulation of the ‘conduction of timber operations," Pub

Res Code § 4516.5(d), counties and other local governments stm retain substantial regulatory

authority, particularly for non-commeroal timber operations.

Retained Authority over Timber Operations

Timber operations' does not include all forms of tree or forest management; rather It Is limited

to the removal of ‘timber or other solid wood forest products...from timberlands for commercial

purposes, together with all the Incidental worlc' related to such commercial operations Pub.

Res. Code § 4527. ‘Commerdal purposes” is further defined to induding;

(A) the cutting or removal of trees that are processed into logs, lumber, or other

wood products and offered for sale, barter, exchange, or trade, or (B) the cutting

or removal of trees or other forest products during the conversion of timberlands

to land uses other than the growing of timber.. .induding. but not limited to,

residential or commercial developnnents. production of other agricultural aops,
recreational developments, ski developments, water development projects, and

transportation projects.

In multiple areas of the Forest Practice Rules, the Board of Forestry specificatiy recognizes that

local governments can share jurisdiction for non-commerdal logging. See, e.g., 14 CCCR §

1038(cH5) (‘Timber Operations conducted under this subsection shall conform to the applicable

city or county general plans, dty or county implementing ordinances, and dty or county zoning
ordinarvces within which the notice of exemption is located. The LTO. timberlandowner, or rf

applicable the RPF, shall certify that the dty or county has been contacted and the notice of

exerr^tion conforms with all dty or county regulatory requirements *) To be clear, EPIC does nd

believe that this is a grant of authority by the Board to local governments, rather, a recognition of

the retained authority of local governments to regulate non-commercial timber conduct.

Furthermore, although the state preempts the held, local governments still retain traditional

zoning control, including whether commercial timber harvesting Is a permissible land use in a

zoning district See IVe^haven Cormn Dev Courier/ v Cfy. of Humbotdi. 61 Cal App 4th 365

14



(1998). Local governments also generally retain the authority under the Forest Practice Act to

regulation timber operations that constitute or create a nuisance. 14 OCR § 4514(2).

Additional Local Regulations Permissible with Approval of Board of Forestry

To the extent that there is confusion about what role Humboldt County can play In regulating

timber conduct, the County may petition the Board of Forestry to develop county-specific rules.

14 CCR § 4516.5. Many sister counties (Santa Cruz, Marin, Santa Clara, Monterey, Lake, etc.)

have petitioned for, and the Board has adopted, county-specific regulations. These regulations
often are concerned with reducing conflict between neighbonng landowners, such as setting

rules regarding hours of operation and limber hauling on loral roads. 14 CCR § 926.9. County

rules go further still and regulate limber operations to reduce environmental impacts associated

with timber production. See, e.g., 14 CCR § 927.9. Where Board-approved county njles contain

a standard or requirement that is more restrictive or otherwise inconsistent with the Forest

Practice Rules, the county mies would take precedence.

15



Attachment D: February 4, 2026 CalFire Notice of Inspection

STATE OF CAl IFOHMiA NATl jRAl RESQOfiCES AGENCY G«v«' N*wiorn Govcinor

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION

Humboldl-Oel Norte Unit

118 S Fortuna Boulevard

Forturra CA 95M(M)42S

Humboldt County
(707) 725^13
Website www.fire ca gov

mnR£

February 04. 2026

SHERWOOD TREE

P O BOX 5987

EUREKA, CA 95502

Notice of Inspection
Section 4604 of the Public Resources Code (PRC) requires the department to

inspect timber operations for compliance with the Forest Practice Act and rules

of die Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Harvest Document; 1-25EX-00914-HUM

Inspection Date. 01/27/2026
Inspection Type: Active
Inspection Number; 1
Inspection ID' INSP>26-000124
Person Contacted Robert Scarlett

Inspector Observations

Operations have been active on this exemption with a start notification received on January 5. 2026. Logs
are decked on^te. and one large slash pie remains onsite to be treated by February 19. 2026 One tree is
still available for harvest under this exemption The landowner stated PG&E is going to assess the bee and
possibly remove parts of the remaining tree or the tree may be fell at a later date. When the current LTO

dimbed the remaining bee. they encountered rotten parts of the tree and decided not to take It down at this

time There was a loader onsite during the inspection and I talked to an adjacent landowner about their
concerns with the harvesting To date I have received several phone calls regarding the operabons on this
property. Please call If you have any questions.

Sincerely.

Lucas Titus • RPF#2780

Forester II. Resource Management
South/Central Supervisor
Cell (707) 599-6893
Email. Lucas.Titus@fire.ca gov

cc Unit. Region. LTO. TLO. TO. RPF. FG. WQ. FILE
To view harvesbng documents, please visil: nttpsiz/aca-orod.acce la.com/CALTREES/Default.aspx

/V/wtfmtYN ly Fwwm amiFitx w/’nii iimi **i/«\mu»i/» itir iH<oi>iv ptmfh ihcpniftttn'Utii n-Mwnv* fl7r’rt/ifrt»«'.i
’
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Attachment E: Information about old-growth redwood groves within the Lower Redway Q zone

accessed at https://wvvw.redwoodhikes.com/Dewitt/Dewitt.html

O’Meara Grove

John B. OowitI Re<lwoods

State Natural Reserve
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Attachment F: Fact Sheet regarding improved access to parks and community

connectivity in Southern Humboldt, produced by Ancient Forest International in 2021:

Fact Sheet: Improving Access to Parks and
Community Connectivity in Southern Humboldt County

The Garberville/Redway/Benbowarea is a visitor’s gateway to Humboldt County's outdoor

reaeation opportunities inckiding redwood parks, the Wild and Scenic South Fork Eet River,

and the Lost Coast (Figure 1). This area is simultaneously rich in resources, but economically

disadvantaged, surrounded by nature, but lacking recreational opportunitiesclose to town. It
is blessed with extraordinaryexisting parks - ricluding ancient redwood groves on the edge

of town - but the parks are fragmented from each other and lack meaningful trails to facilitate

use. This proposal outlines four discrete actions that would turn these under-utilized assets

into valuable amenities for the community, providing opportunities for tourists and residents
alike.

Connect two ancient redwood groves in Redway with a l-mile trail (Figures 2 & 3)

The two mam groves in the John B. Dewitt Redwood State Naujre Reser^/e - Whittemore

Gorve and Holbrook Grove - are within a mite of each other and could easity be connected
with a trail. Currently neither grove has a trait of more than a few hundred feet, despite having
substantial areas of ancient trees. Holbrook Grove flanks the wild and scenic South Fork of

the Eel River and has ancient redwoods down to the water's edge on both banks. There are
only two landowners between the two Stale Parks groves: the Redway Community Services

District and the Sonoma County Family YMCA This project is simple and would allow these
majestic groves to be enjoyed

Establish a Multi-use Trail on the Ridge Above the Eel River in Redway (Figure 3)

In the early 20(X)’s approximately 500 acres of redwoods across the rivef from Redwaywere
added to the John B. Dewitt Grove. This area currently has no developed trails. A multi-use
trail for hikers, and potentially mountain bl^es and eguestrians. would provide substantially
increased recreational opportunitiesnear town. The trail could provide the significant benefit

of addressing fire prevention concerns on Redway Ridge through kjel hazard reduction and

improved access,

improve Briceland Road to Allow Pedestrian Access Between Upper arnt Lower
Redway (Figures 4, 5. & 6)

Built on a hillside above the South Fork Eel River, the town of Redway has two distinct areas^

with the only connection between the town arvd the river areas being a narow section of

Briceland Road, a busy county road with no sidewalks or shoulder. In recent years, along

this 0.5 mile stretch of Briceland Road, several cars have gone over the road edge at the
narrowest section and into the primary lift statkwi for Redway Community Services District

(RCSD) (see photos in Figures 4 & 5). Improvtog this short stretch Briceland Road lor walking

and biking access would significantly enhance the recreation opportunities and community

connectivity to ancient redwood groves and rtver, as well as improve safety for Ihe RCSD.
create safe access for children in lower Redway to walk to school upper Redway.

Improve an Existing ‘Use Trail' Between Benbow Lake State Recreation Area and the

Southern Humboldt Community Park (Figure 7j

These two existing parks are only separated by a short distance aior^g the South Fork Eel

River; there is ar\ informal use trail' connectir>g them, otherwise this section of river is

essentially roadless. Formalizing the route would substantially Increase the trail network and

recreation opportunities for both parks
1
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F/^yre f. Redwood parks of Southerr) Humboldt County, including John B. Dewitt State
Natural Resen/e and Benbow Lake State Recreation Area.
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Figure 2. John B Dewitt Redwoods State Naturai Reserve is iocated along die South Fork
Eel River near the town Redway and includes John B Dewitt Redwoods State Natural

Reserve lands and associ^ed Whittemore Grove, Holbrook Grove, and Redway Ridge.
Redway is the gateway to the Lost Coast.
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Figure 3 Proposed traits shown in red for Redway area John B Dewitt Redwoods State

Natural Reserve lands and associated Whittemore Grove, Holbrook Grove, and Redway

Ridge The trails would enhance ercreafion opportunities, connect bails between ancient

redwoods, and improve fire resilience on Redway Ridge.
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Figure 4. Shown in red is stretch of Briceland Road in need of improvements for pedestrian
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Figured. Photo of RCSD Oft station with
narrow road segment.

Figure 6. RCSD irtx station following a
recent vehicafar accident.
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Figure 7 Proposed trail shown in red for Gart)e/v///e/Be/)dow area would enhance recreation

opportunities and improve connectivity between Benbow Lake State recreation Area and the

Southern Humboldt Community Park.
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