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Title 49 - Transportation

Subtitle B - Other Regulations Relating to Transportation

Chapter III - Federal Motor Carrier SAFETY Administration, Department of Transportation
Subchapter B - Federal Motor Carrier SAFETY Regulations

Part 380 - Special Training Requirements

Subpart F - Entry-Level Driver Training Requirements On and After February 7, 2022

§ 380.605 Definitions.

The definitions in parts 383 and 384 of this subchapter apply to this subpart, except as stated below. As used in this subpart:

Behind-the-wheel (BTW) instructor means an individual who provides BTW training involving the actual operation of a CMV by an
entry-level driver on a range or a public road and meets one of these qualifications:

M
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M
(2)
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Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training

is to be provided and has at least 2 years of experience driving a CMV requiring a CDL of the same or higher class
and/or the same endorsement and meets all applicable State qualification requirements for CMV instructors; or

Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training
is to be provided and has at least 2 years of experience as a BTW CMV instructor and meets all applicable State
qualification requirements for CMV instructors.

Exception applicable to paragraphs (1) and (2) of this definition: A BTW instructor who provides training solely on a
range which is not a public road is not required to hold a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements
necessary to operate the CMV for which training is to be provided, as long as the instructor previously held a CDL of
the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training is to be
provided, and complies with the other requirements set forth in paragraphs (1) or (2) of this definition.

If an instructor's CDL has been cancelled, suspended, or revoked due to any of the disqualifying offenses identified in 8
383.51 of this subchapter, the instructor is prohibited from engaging in BTW instruction for 2 years following the date
his or her CDL is reinstated.

Behind-the-wheel (BTW) public road training means training provided by a BTW instructor when an entry-level driver
has actual control of the power unit during a driving lesson conducted on a public road. BTW public road training
does not include the time that an entry-level driver spends observing the operation of a CMV when he or she is
not in control of the vehicle.

Behind-the-wheel (BTW) range training means training provided by a BTW instructor when an entry-level driver has
actual control of the power unit during a driving lesson conducted on a range. BTW range training does not
include time an entry-level driver spends observing the operation of a CMV when he or she is not in control of the
vehicle.

Entry-level driver means an individual who must complete the CDL skills test requirements under § 383.71 of this

subchapter prior to receiving a CDL for the first time, upgrading to a Class A or Class B CDL, or obtaining a
hazardous materials, passenger, or school bus endorsement for the first time. This definition does not include
individuals for whom States waive the CDL skills test under § 383.77 or individuals seeking to remove a
restriction in accordance with § 383.135(b)(7) of this subchapter.

Entry-level driver training means training an entry-level driver receives from an entity listed on FMCSA's Training
Provider Registry prior to:

Taking the CDL skills test required to receive the Class A or Class B CDL for the first time;
Taking the CDL skills test required to upgrade to a Class A or Class B CDL; or

Taking the CDL skills test required to obtain a passenger and/or school bus endorsement for the first time or the CDL
knowledge test required to obtain a hazardous materials endorsement for the first time.



Range means an area that must be free of obstructions, enables the driver to maneuver safely and free from
interference from other vehicles and hazards, and has adequate sight lines.

Theory instruction means knowledge instruction on the operation of a CMV and related matters provided by a theory

instructor through lectures, demonstrations, audio-visual presentations, computer-based instruction, driving
simulation devices, online training, or similar means.

Theory instructor means an individual who provides knowledge instruction on the operation of a CMV and meets one
of these qualifications:

(1) Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training
is to be provided and has at least 2 years of experience driving a CMV requiring a CDL of the same (or higher) class
and/or the same endorsement and meets all applicable State qualification requirements for CMV instructors; or

(2) Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training

is to be provided and has at least 2 years of experience as a BTW CMV instructor and meets all applicable State
qualification requirements for CMV instructors.

Exceptions applicable to paragraphs (1) and (2) of this definition:

1. An instructor is not required to hold a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV
for which training is to be provided, if the instructor previously held a CDL of the same (or higher) class and complies with the other
requirements set forth in paragraphs (1) or (2) of this definition.

2. Training providers offering online content exclusively are not required to meet State qualification requirements for theory
instructors.

(3) If an instructor's CDL has been cancelled, suspended, or revoked due to any of the disqualifying offenses identified in §

383.51 of this subchapter, the instructor is prohibited from engaging in theory instruction for 2 years following the
date his or her CDL is reinstated.

Training provider means an entity that is listed on the FMCSA Training Provider Registry, as required by subpart G of

this part. Training providers include, but are not limited to, training schools, educational institutions, rural electric
cooperatives, motor carriers, State/local governments, school districts, joint labor management programs,
owner-operators, and individuals.

[83 FR 22874, May 17, 2018]
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Title 49 - Transportation

Subtitle B - Other Regulations Relating to Transportation

Chapter III - Federal Motor Carrier SAFETY Administration, Department of Transportation
Subchapter B - Federal Motor Carrier SAFETY Regulations

Part 380 - Special Training Requirements

Subpart G - Registry of Entry-Level Driver Training Providers On and After February 7,2022
§ 380.707 Entry-level training provider.

(a) Training providers must require all accepted applicants for behind-the-wheel (BTW) training to certify that they will comply
with U.S. Department of Transportation regulations in parts 40, 382, 383, and 391, as well as State and/or local laws,
related to controlled substances testing, age, medical certification, licensing, and driving record. Training providers must

verify that all accepted BTW applicants or Class A theory instruction upgrade curriculum applicants hold a valid commercial
learner's permit or commercial driver's license, as applicable.

(b) Training providers offering online training must ensure that the content is prepared and/or delivered by a theory instructor,
as defined in § 380.605.

(c) Separate training providers may deliver the theory and BTW portions of the training, but both portions (range and public
road) of the BTW training must be delivered by the same training provider.

[87 FR 88791, Dec. 8, 2016, as amended at 84 FR 8040, Mar. 6, 2019; 84 FR 10437, Mar. 21, 2019; 86 FR 34636, June 30, 2021]






The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) is the official legal print publication containing the codification of the general and permanent rules published in the Federal
Register by the departments and agencies of the Federal Government. You are viewing a representation of the Electronic Code of Federal Regulations (eCFR), a
continuously updated version of the CFR. It is not an official legal edition of the CFR.

l Displaying title 49, up to date as of 3/31/2022. Title 49 was last amended 3/30/2022.

Title 49 - Transportation

Subtitle B - Other Regulations Relating to Transportation

Chapter III - Federal Motor Carrier SAFETY Administration, Department of Transportation
Subchapter B - Federal Motor Carrier SAFETY Regulations

Part 380 - Special Training Requirements

Subpart G - Registry of Entry-Level Driver Training Providers On and After February 7, 2022

§ 380.713 Instructor requirements.
(a) Theory training providers must utilize instructors who are theory instructors as defined in § 380.605.

(b) BTW training providers must utilize instructors who are BTW instructors as defined in § 380.605.

[83 FR 22875, May 17, 2018]






