Referral Agency Comments and Recommendations

The project was referred to the following referral agencies for review and comment.
Recommendations received are summarized, and the locations of the recommendations are
noted.

Referral Agency | Response Recommendation Location
] v
PUbI'C.quks Land Conditional approval Attached
Use Division
— - 7
Bgl!d!ng Inspection Approval On file
Division
Environmental v Conditional approval Attached
Health Division PP
CALFIRE v No comment On file
Department of Fish v -
and Wildlife Conditional approval Attached
v
Northwe_st Recommend further study On file
Information Center
Bear River Band v
Rohnerville Conditional approval On file
Rancheria

Regional Water
Quality Control
Board

Ag Commissioner
PG&E v Approval On file
District Attorney
Humboldt County v
Sheriff

Southern Humboldt
Unified School
District

Alderpoint CWD
NCUAQMD
Division of Water
Rights

Approval On file




DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

MAILING ADDRESS: 1106 SECOND STREET, EUREKA, CA 95501-0579
AREA CODE 707

PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING CLARK COMPLEX

SECOND & L ST., EUREKA HARRIS & H ST., EUREKA
ON-LINE FAX 445-7409 FAX 445-7388
WEB: CO.HUMBOLDT.CA.US ADMINISTRATION 445-7491 NATURAL RESOURCES 445-7741 LAND USE 445-7205
BUSINESS 445-7652 NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING 267-9540
ENGINEERING 445-7377 PARKS 445-7651
FACILITY MANAGEMENT 445-7493 ROADS 445-7421

LAND USE DIVISION INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: Desmond Johnston, Senior Planner, Planning & Building Department

FROM: Kenneth M. Freed, Assistant Engineer %

DATE: 09/14/2021

RE: Applicant Name | HUMBOLDT HERITAGE FARM MANAGEMENT LLC
APN 216-281-015
APPS# PLN-2018-15264

The Department has reviewed the above project and has the following comments:

X The Department's recommended conditions of approval are attached as Exhibit "A".

L] Additional information identified on Exhibit "B" is required before the Department can review
the project. Please re-refer the project to the Department when all of the requested
information has been provided.

Additional review is required by Planning & Building staff for the items on Exhibit "C".
No re-refer is required.

] Road Evaluation Reports(s) are required; See Exhibit “D”

Note: Prior to requesting an applicant to submit a road evaluation report, verify if the project is
exempt from meeting road system performance standards under CCLUO v2.0 sections 313-
55.4.6.5.1 and 314-55.4.6.5.1, even if this box is checked.

No re-refer is required.

*Note: Exhibits are attached as necessary.

Additional comments/notes:

Applicant has submitted a road evaluation report, dated 01/05/19, with Part A —Box 3 and Part B #3
checked, certifying that the road can accommodate the increased traffic from this project and all
known cannabis projects on the road. The road evaluation for Steelhead Road should have started at
6™ Street (County maintained road) to the subject driveway. The Engineer has incorrectly stated that
Steelhead Road is privately maintained, as this is a County maintained road.

Whether specifically addressed or not within the road evaluation report, per Section 1273.03 of State
Fire Safe Regulations, California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14 Natural Resources, Division 1.5
Department of Forestry, Chapter 7 - Fire Protection, Subchapter 2 SRA Fire Safe Regulations, which
have been established pursuant to California Public Resource Code Section 4290 et seq. (a) At no point
shall the grade for all roads and driveways exceed 16 percent; (b) The grade may exceed 16%, not to
exceed 20%, with approval from the County of Humboldt Planning & Building Department with
mitigations, such as paving, to provide for the same practical effect. Mitigation measures other than
paving require an exception to be approved per Section 1270.06. [Note: Fire Safe Regulations set forth
in County Code Section 3111-1, et seq. have been superseded by the 01/01/2020 CCR since County
Code has not been recertified by the Department of Forestry pursuant to Section 1270.04.]

// END //



Exhibit "A"
Public Works Recommended Conditions of Approval

(Al checked boxes apply) APPS #15264
X COUNTY ROADS- PROXIMITY OF FARMS:
Applicant is advised that County maintained roads may generate dust and other impacts to farm(s). Applicant shall
locate their farm(s) in areas not subject to these impacts. Applicant shall be responsible for protecting their farm(s)
against these impacts. Applicant shall hold the County harmless from these impacts. Applicant is advised that a
paved road may not always remain paved and Applicant shall locate their farms appropriately. Applicant is advised
that the amount of traffic on a road will vary over time which may increase or decrease the impacts.

XI COUNTY ROADS- FENCES & ENCROACHMENTS:
All fences and gates shall be relocated out of the County right of way. All gates shall be setback sufficiently from
the County road so that vehicles will not block traffic when staging to open/close the gate. In addition, no materials
shall be stored or placed in the County right of way.

This condition shall be completed to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior to commencing
operations, final sign-off for a building permit, or Public Works approval for a business license.

[ COUNTY ROADS- DRIVEWAY (PART 1):
The submitted site plan is unclear and/or shows improvements that are inconsistent with County Code and/or
Department of Public Works policies. The applicant is advised that these discrepancies will be addressed at the
time that the applicant applies to the Department of Public Works for an Encroachment Permit. If the applicant
wishes to resolve these issues prior to approval of the Planning & Building permit for this project, the applicant
should contact the Department to discuss how to modify the site plan for conformance with County Code and or
Department of Public Works policies. Notes:

XI COUNTY ROADS- DRIVEWAY (PART 2):
Any existing or proposed driveways that will serve as access for the proposed project that connect to a county
maintained road shall be improved to current standards for a commercial driveway. Applicant must apply for and
obtain an encroachment permit from the Department of Public Works prior to commencement of any work in the
County maintained right of way. This also includes installing or replacing driveway culverts; minimum size is
typically 18 inches.

e If the County road has a paved surface at the location of the driveway, the driveway apron shall be paved for a
minimum width of 18 feet and a length of 50 feet (or to break in slope) where it intersects the County road.

e [f the County road has a gravel surface at the location of the driveway, the driveway apron shall be rocked for a
minimum width of 18 feet and a length of 50 feet where it intersects the County road.

e If the County road is an urban road, frontage improvements (curb, gutter, and sidewalk) shall also be
constructed to the satisfaction of the Department. Any existing curb, gutter or sidewalk that is damaged shall
be replaced.

The exact location and quantity of driveways shall be approved by the Department at the time the applicant applies
to the Department of Public Works for an Encroachment Permit.

This condition shall be completed to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior to commencing
operations, final sign-off for a building permit, or Public Works approval for a business license.

[0 COUNTY ROADS- DRIVEWAY (PART 3):
The existing driveway will require substantial modification in order to comply with County Code. The applicant may
wish to consider relocating the driveway apron if a more suitable location is available.

[0 COUNTY ROADS-PARKING LOT- STORM WATER RUNOFF:
Surfaced parking lots shall have an oil-water filtration system prior to discharge into any County maintained
facility.

This condition shall be completed to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior to commencing
operations, final sign-off for a building permit, or Public Works approval for a business license.

XI COUNTY ROADS- DRIVEWAY & PRIVATE ROAD INTERSECTION VISIBILITY:
All driveways and private road intersections onto the County Road shall be maintained in accordance with County
Code Section 341-1 (Sight Visibility Ordinance).

This condition shall be completed to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior to commencing
operations, final sign-off for a building permit, or Public Works approval for a business license.

[[J COUNTY ROADS- PRIVATE ROAD INTERSECTION: (AT COUNTY MAINTAINED RD)
Any existing or proposed non-county maintained access roads that will serve as access for the proposed project
that connect to a county maintained road shall be improved to current standards for a commercial driveway.
Applicant must apply for and obtain an encroachment permit from the Department of Public Works prior to
commencement of any work in the County maintained right of way. This also includes installing or replacing
intersection culverts; minimum size is typically 18 inches.

e If the County road has a paved surface at the location of the access road, the access road shall be paved for a
minimum width of 20 feet and a length of 50 feet (or break in slope) where it intersects the County road.

o If the County road has a gravel surface at the location of the access road, the access road shall be rocked for a
minimum width of 20 feet and a length of 50 feet where it intersects the County road.

This condition shall be completed to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works prior to commencing
operations, final sign-off for a building permit, or Public Works approval for a business license.

[[J] COUNTY ROADS- ROAD EVALUATION REPORT(S):
All recommendations in the Road Evaluation Report(s) for County maintained road(s) shall be
constructed/implemented to the satisfaction of the Public Works Department prior to commencing operations, final
sign-off for a building permit, or approval for a business license. An encroachment permit shall be issued by the
Department of Public Works prior to commencement of any work in the County maintained right of way.

// END //
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PLN-2018-15264 C STATUS LOCATION CONTACT WORKFLOW

Humboldt Heritage Farm- CUP 1.89 acres 2 Staff Report > 845 Steelhead Rd » Humboldt Heritage Farm Management.. > 20 total Task
ASpecial Permit for 10,000 square feet (5% 05/06/2024 by Rodney Yandell Alderpoint, CA 95511 @ 7 completed O 4 active
- @ A notice was added to this record on 2022-06-27.
Summa Condition: Parcel Status - 216-281-015 LP 1:1 Severity: Notice
" Total conditions: 3 (Nofice: 3)
Project Description View notice
Workflow
Cancel Help

1 Referral Assignments

Task Due Date Assigned Date
2 F‘Ianning rfarmation Environmental Health 04/06/2024

Assigned to Department Assigned to Status

) ) Environmental Health Approved with Conditions

3 GP/ Zoning Information ) )

Action by Department Action By Status Date

Environmental Health Senior  Josy Whittlesey 0372712024
4CEQA s

Start Time End Time Hours Spent

00

5 Cannabis

Billable Overtime Comments

No No Ongite employee occupancy and processing activities must be supported by an approved onsite wastewater freatment system (OWTS) sized {o accommodate peak flow rafes for both commercial and domestic wastewater

: demands of bunkhouse and processing structures. Seasonalioutdoor cultivation sites may be supported by poriable tollets. Applicant must obiain a permit for, and install, an approved OWTS to support ensite housing and

Annual Compliance processing locations and either install approved OWTS or provide portable foilets to cultivation areas.

Time Tracking Start Date Est. Completion Date In Possession Time (hrs)
Grant Tracking Display E-mail Address in ACA | Display Comment in ACA Comment Display in ACA

o AllACA Users
Project Tracking ecord Cresior
6 Referral Task Log (2) Licensed Professional

Contact
Fee (27)
Owner

Payment Estimated Hours Action Workflow Calendar

00 Updated Workflow Blockout



From: Kamoroff, Corrina@Wildlife

To: Yandell, Rodney

Cc: Johnson, Cliff; Manthorne, David@Wildlife

Subject: App: PLN-2018-15264, APN: 216-281-015-000
Attachments: EPIMS-HUM-02552-R1 Final Standard Aareement.pdf

Good Afternoon,

Please see the comments below regarding the above referenced project.

Project Number: PLN-2018-15264
Project Name: Humboldt Heritage Farm- CUP 2.3 acres
APN(s): 216-281-015-000

Project Description

The applicant proposes (1) a Special Permit to expand 10,000 s.f. of existing cannabis by
33,560 s.f.,, (2) two Zoning Clearance Certificates for 38,940 s.f. under the RRR program, and
(3) a Conditional Use Permit for 8,000 s.f. commercial nursery and an employee bunkhouse.
Total mature plant cultivation area will be 82,500 s.f. of Light Deprivation cannabis in hoop
greenhouses. There will also be 6,000 s.f. of domestic nursery stock. Drying and processing will
be done on-site in an existing 4,680 s.f. building; there will be one year-round employee and
up to eight seasonal employees. The farm will use approximately 1.5 million gallons of
irrigation water annually sourced from an existing, non-diversionary, on-site well and stored in
HDPE tanks totaling 832,050 gallons. Solar arrays will be the primary source of power until
PG&E becomes available.

CDFW COMMENTS:

Thank you for referring this application to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) for review and comment.

On October 12, 2023, CDFW staff conducted a site inspection at the subject property on
Assessor’ Parcel Number (APN) 216-281-015-000. During the site visit staff walked the
property to observe current and historic cultivation activities. The following comments are
intended to assist the Lead Agency in making informed decisions in the planning process. The
following comments shall supersede prior comments submitted by CDFW regarding PLN-
2018-15264. CDFW requests that all comments are incorporated in the final Humboldt County
Staff Report.

e Afinal LSAA (EPIMS-HUM-02552-R1, see attached) was issued to the applicant to
upgrade or improve five existing stream crossings and to decommission an on-stream
pond. The applicant has completed work on the five stream crossings but work and
maintenance is still required to remain in compliance with the LSAA. Specifically, one


mailto:Corrina.Kamoroff@Wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:RYandell@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:CJohnson@co.humboldt.ca.us
mailto:David.Manthorne@wildlife.ca.gov
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FiISH AND WILDLIFE

REGION 1 — NORTHERN REGION CALIFORNIA
619 2nd Street Wit DLIFE
Eureka, CA 95501

LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION AGREEMENT
NoOTIFICATION NoO. EPIMS-HUM-02552-R1
Unnamed Tributaries to the Eel River Tributary to the Pacific Ocean

Nocona Mendes
Mendes Stream Crossing and Pond Decommissioning Project
6 Encroachments

This Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (Agreement) is entered into between the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and Nocona Mendes (Permittee).

RECITALS

WHEREAS, pursuant to Fish and Game Code (FGC) section 1602, the Permittee
initially notified CDFW on September 14, 2018, that the Permittee intends to complete
the project described herein.

WHEREAS, pursuant to FGC section 1603, CDFW has determined that the project
could substantially adversely affect existing fish or wildlife resources and has included
measures in the Agreement necessary to protect those resources.

WHEREAS, the Permittee has reviewed the Agreement and accepts its terms and
conditions, including the measures to protect fish and wildlife resources.

NOW THEREFORE, the Permittee agrees to complete the project in accordance with
the Agreement.

PROJECT LOCATION

The project to be completed is located within the Eel River watershed, approximately
0.5 miles southwest of the community of Alderpoint, County of Humboldt, State of
California. The project is located in Section 28, T03 South, R05 East, Humboldt Base
and Meridian; in the Alderpoint U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle;
Assessor’'s Parcel Number 216-281-015; latitude 40.1711 N and longitude 123.6160 W
at the pond to be decommissioned.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The project is limited to six encroachments. The five proposed encroachments are to
upgrade/improve existing stream crossings. Work for these encroachments will include
excavation, removal of the existing culverts, replacement with new properly sized
culverts or properly sized rock surface, backfilling and compaction of fill, and rock
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Notification #EPIMS-HUM-02552-R1
Streambed Alteration Agreement
Page 2 of 14

armoring as necessary to minimize erosion. The other encroachment is to
decommission an onstream pond. Work for this encroachment will include excavation of
dam, removal of existing spillway, installation of new properly sized culvert, backfilling
and compaction of fill, and rock armoring of steam channels entering former pond site.

Table 1. Project Encroachments with Description

ID Latitude/Longitude Description
Instream
pond 40.1711, -123.6160 Class Il onstream pond decommissioning
STX-1 40.1713, -123.6151 Install rock armored ford in a Class Il stream
STX-2 40.1679, -123.6135 Install minimum 30” diameter culvert in a Class Il stream
STX-3 40.1679, -123.6148 Rock armor culvert outlet
STX-4 40.1678, -123.6141 Install minimum 30” diameter culvert in a Class Il stream
Install rock armored ford or minimum 24” diameter culvert in a Class
STX-5 40.1680, -123.6136 Il stream

PROJECT IMPACTS

Existing fish or wildlife resources the project could substantially adversely affect include
Steelhead Trout (O. mykiss), Western Brook Lamprey (Lampetra richardsoni), Pacific
Lamprey (Entosphenus tridentata), Coastal Giant Salamander (Dicamptodon
tenebrosus), Foothill Yellow-legged Frog (Rana boylii), Northwest Pond Turtle
(Actinemys marmorata) amphibians, reptiles, aquatic invertebrates, mammals, birds,
and other aquatic and riparian species.

The adverse effects the project could have on the fish or wildlife resources identified
above include:

Impacts to water quality:
e Temporary increase in fine sediment transport;

Impacts to bed, channel, or bank and direct effects on fish, wildlife, and their habitat:
e Loss or decline of riparian habitat; and
e Direct impacts on benthic organisms;

Impacts to natural flow and effects on habitat structure and process:
Direct and/or incidental take;

Indirect impacts;

Impediment of up- or down-stream migration;

Water quality degradation; and

Damage to aquatic habitat and function.
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MEASURES TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES

1.

Administrative Measures

The Permittee shall meet each administrative requirement described below.

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

Documentation at Project Site. The Permittee shall make the Agreement, any
extensions and amendments to the Agreement, and all related notification
materials and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents, readily
available at the project site at all times and shall be presented to CDFW personnel,
or personnel from another state, federal, or local agency upon request.

Providing Agreement to Persons at Project Site. The Permittee shall provide
copies of the Agreement and any extensions and amendments to the Agreement
to all persons who will be working on the project at the project site on behalf of the
Permittee, including but not limited to contractors, subcontractors, inspectors, and
monitors.

Change of Conditions and Need to Cease Operations. If conditions arise, or
change, in such a manner as to be considered deleterious by CDFW to the stream
or wildlife, operations shall cease until corrective measures approved by CDFW
are taken.

Adherence to Existing Authorizations. All water diversion facilities that the
Permittee owns, operates, or controls shall be operated and maintained in
accordance with current law and applicable water rights.

Notification of Conflicting Provisions. The Permittee shall notify CDFW if the
Permittee determines or learns that a provision in the Agreement might conflict
with a provision imposed on the project by another local, state, or federal agency.
In that event, CDFW shall contact the Permittee to resolve any conflict.

Project Site Entry. Permittee agrees that CDFW personnel may enter the project
site at any time to verify compliance with the Agreement.

CDFW Notification of Work Initiation and Completion. The Permittee shall contact
CDFW within the seven-day period preceding the beginning of work permitted by
this Agreement. Information to be disclosed shall include Agreement number, and
the anticipated start date. Subsequently, the Permittee shall notify CDFW no later
than seven (7) days after the project is fully completed.

Agreement Compliance. The proposed work shall comply with all measures
included in this Agreement. Failure to comply with these measures may result
in suspension or revocation of this Agreement.
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2. Avoidance and Minimization Measures

To avoid or minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources identified above, the
Permittee shall implement each measure listed below.

2.1 Permitted Project Activities. Except where otherwise stipulated in this Agreement,
all work shall be in accordance with the Permittee Notification received on
September 14, 2018, with revisions received on November 6, 2018 and March 9,
2022, together with all maps, BMP’s, photographs, drawings, and other supporting
documents submitted with the Notification.

2.2 Incidental Take. This Agreement does not allow for the “take,” or “incidental take”
of any federal or State listed threatened or endangered listed species.

Project Timing

2.3 Work Period. All work, not including authorized diversion of water, shall be
confined to the period June 1 through October 31 of each year. Work within the
active channel of a stream shall be restricted to periods of dry weather.
Precipitation forecasts and potential increases in stream flow shall be considered
when planning construction activities. Construction activities shall cease, and all
necessary erosion control measures shall be implemented prior to the onset of
precipitation.

2.4 Work Completion. The proposed work shall be completed as soon as possible
and prior to the expiration of this Agreement's term. A notice of completed
work, including photographs of each site, shall be submitted to CDFW within
seven (7) days of project completion.

2.5 Extension of the Work Period. If weather conditions permit, and the Permittee
wishes to extend the work period before June 1 or after October 31, a written
request shall be made to CDFW at least five (5) working days before the
proposed work period variance. Written approval (letter or e-mail) for the
proposed time extension must be received from CDFW prior to activities
beginning before June 1 or continuing past October 31.

2.6 Avoidance of Nesting Birds. Fish and Game Code sections 3503 and 3503.5
prohibits the taking or destroying of native bird’s nests or eggs. Vegetation
maintenance or removal (e.g., clearing and grubbing) shall occur between
September 1 and March 15. Removal areas should be managed once cleared to
reduce nesting potential during the breeding season.

Vegetation Management

2.7 Minimum Vegetation Removal. No native riparian vegetation shall be removed
from the bank of the stream, except where authorized by CDFW. Permittee shall
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limit the disturbance or removal of native vegetation to the minimum necessary to
achieve design guidelines and standards for the Authorized Activity. Permittee
shall take precautions to avoid damage to vegetation outside the work area.

Stream Crossings

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.1

212

Stream Protection. No debris, soil, silt, sand, bark, slash, sawdust, rubbish,
cement or concrete washings, oil or petroleum products, or other deleterious
material from project activities shall be allowed to enter into or be placed where it
may be washed by rainfall or runoff into the stream. All project materials and
debris shall be removed from the project site and properly disposed of off-site
upon project completion.

Equipment Maintenance. Refueling of machinery or heavy equipment, or adding or
draining oil, lubricants, coolants, or hydraulic fluids shall not take place within
stream bed, channel, and bank. All such fluids and containers shall be disposed of
properly off-site. Heavy equipment shall not be stored within stream bed, channel,
and bank.

Hazardous Spills. If at any time any material which could be hazardous or toxic to
aquatic life enters a stream, the Permittee shall immediately notify the California
Emergency Management Agency State Warning Center at 1-800-852-7550, and
immediately initiate clean-up activities. Permittee shall notify CDFW at 707-445-
6493 and consulted regarding clean-up procedures as soon as practicable, but no
later than 24 hours after the spill.

Prohibition of Live Stream Work. No work is authorized in a live flowing stream. All
work shall be conducted when the stream is dry. Permittee shall notify CDFW if it
determines that work in a live flowing stream is required to complete a project and
will submit a dewatering plan.

Dewatering.

2.12.1 Stream Diversion. Only when work in a flowing stream is unavoidable (e.g.,
perennial streams), prior to the start of construction, Permittee shall isolate
the work area from the flowing stream. To isolate the work area, water-tight
cofferdams shall be constructed upstream and downstream of the work
area, and water diverted through a suitably sized pipe. Water shall be
diverted from upstream of the upstream cofferdam, and discharge
downstream of the downstream cofferdam. Cofferdams and the stream
diversion system shall remain in place and functional throughout the
construction period. Cofferdams or stream diversions that fail for any
reason shall be repaired immediately.

2.12.2 Maintain Aquatic Life. When any cofferdam or other artificial obstruction is
being constructed, maintained, or placed in operation, Permittee shall allow
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2.13

2.14

2.15

sufficient water at all times to pass downstream to maintain aquatic life
below the obstruction pursuant to Fish and Game Code §5937.

2.12.3 Stranded Aquatic Life. The Permittee shall check daily for stranded aquatic
life as the water level in the dewatering area drops. All reasonable efforts
shall be made to capture and move all stranded aquatic life observed in the
dewatered areas. Capture methods may include hand nets, dip nets,
buckets, and/or by hand. Captured aquatic life shall be released
immediately in the closest suitable aquatic habitat adjacent to the work site.
Permittee shall submit detailed information regarding species that were
stranded and relocated with the Project Inspection Report.

2.12.4 Minimize Turbidity and Siltation. Permittee shall use only clean (washed),
non-erodible materials, such as rock or sandbags that do not contain soil or
fine sediment, to construct any temporary stream flow bypass. Permittee
shall divert stream flow around the work site in a manner that minimizes
turbidity and siltation and does not result in erosion or scour downstream of
the diversion.

2.12.5 Remove any Materials upon Completion. Permittee shall remove all
materials used for the temporary stream flow bypass after the Authorized
Activity is completed.

2.12.6 Restore Normal Flows. Permittee shall restore normal flows to the effected
stream immediately upon completion of work at that location.

Excavated Fill. Excavated fill material shall be placed in a stable upland location
where it cannot deliver to a stream or wetland. To minimize the potential for
material to enter the watercourse during the winter period, all excavated and
relocated fill material shall be contoured (to drain water) and compacted to
effectively incorporate and stabilize loose material into existing road and/or landing
features.

Runoff from Steep Areas. The Permittee shall ensure that runoff (concentrated
flow) from steep, erodible surfaces will be slowed and diverted into stable areas
with little erosion potential or contained behind erosion control structures. Erosion
control structures such as straw bales and/or siltation control fencing shall be
placed and maintained until the threat of erosion ceases. Frequent water bars
shall be placed on dirt roads, heavy equipment tracks, or other work trails to
control erosion.

Culvert Installation.

2.15.1 If the project is located in a moderate to very high Fire Hazard Severity
Zone as designated by CAL FIRE, culvert materials should consist of
corrugated metal pipe (CMP). Use of High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE)
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pipe is not recommended.

2.15.2 Existing fill material in the crossing shall be excavated down vertically to
the approximate original channel and outwards horizontally to the
approximate crossing hinge points (transition between naturally occurring
soil and remnant temporary crossing fill material) to remove any potential
unstable debris and voids in the older fill prism.

2.15.3 Culvert shall be installed to grade (not perched or suspended), aligned with
the natural stream channel, and extend lengthwise completely beyond the
toe of fill. If culvert cannot be set to grade, it shall be oriented in the lower
third of the fill face, and a downspout or appropriately-sized energy
dissipator (e.g., boulders, riprap, or rocks) shall be installed above or below
the outfall as needed to effectively prevent stream bed, channel, or bank
erosion (scouring, headcutting, or downcutting). The Permittee shall ensure
basins are not constructed, and channels shall not be widened at culvert
inlets.

2.15.4 Culvert bed shall be composed of either compacted rock-free soil or
crushed gravel. Bedding beneath the culvert shall provide for even
distribution of the load over the length of the culvert and allow for natural
settling and compaction to help the culvert seat into a straight profile. The
crossing backfill materials shall be free of rocks, limbs, or other debris that
could allow water to seep around the culvert and shall be compacted.

2.15.5 Culvert inlet/outlet (including the outfall area) and fill faces shall be armored
where stream flow, road runoff, or rainfall energy is likely to erode fill
material and the outfall area.

2.15.6 Permanent culverts shall be sized to accommodate the estimated 100-year
flood flow (i.e., 21.0 times the width of the bankfull channel width or the
100-year flood size, whichever is greater), including debris, culvert
embedding, and sediment loads.

2.16 Crossing Maintenance

2.16.1 The placement of armoring shall be confined to the work period when the
stream is dry or at its lowest flow.

2.16.2 No heavy equipment shall enter the wetted stream channel.

2.16.3 No fill material, other than clean (washed) rock, shall be placed in the
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stream channel.

2.16.4 Rock shall be sized to withstand washout from high stream flows and
extend above the ordinary high-water level.

2.16.5 Rock armoring shall not constrict the natural stream channel width and
shall be keyed into a footing trench with a depth sufficient to prevent
instability.

2.17 Road Approaches. The Permittee shall treat road approaches to new or re-

2.18

2.19

constructed permanent stream crossings to minimize erosion and sediment
delivery to the stream. Permittee shall ensure road approaches are hydrologically
disconnected to the maximum extent feasible to prevent sediment from entering
the stream crossing site, including when a stream crossing is being constructed or
reconstructed. Road approaches shall be armored from the stream crossing to the
nearest effective water bar or point where road drainage does not drain to the
stream crossing, with durable rock.

Project Inspection. The Pond Decommissioning Project shall be inspected by a
California licensed engineer, or other qualified professional with appropriate
license or qualifications, to ensure the stream crossing was constructed and other
project components implemented as designed. A copy of the Project Inspection
Report, including photographs of each site, shall be submitted to CDFW within 90
days of completion of this project.

Ford Crossing, Armored Fill and Vented Crossings.

2.19.1 Ford crossings, and armored and vented crossings, are considered
permanent watercourse encroachments and shall accommodate the 100-
year flood flow plus associated sediment and debris.

2.19.2 Hydrologically connected road approaches to ford crossings, and armored
and vented crossings, shall be rocked and maintained to avoid delivery of
fine sediment to the watercourse below.

2.19.3 Ford crossings, and armored and vented crossings, shall be maintained as
necessary to avoid delivery of fine sediment to the watercourse below.

2.19.4 Ford crossings, and armored and vented crossings, shall be sufficiently out
sloped to minimize aggradation of suspended sediments at the crossing.

2.19.5 The lowest point of ford crossings, and armored and vented crossings,
shall be constructed within or directly over the original stream channel, to
the extent feasible, in order to contain high flows up to twice bank-full and
to avoid diversion potential.

2.19.6 Armor material shall be comprised of durable angular screened quarry rock
of sufficient size and placement to minimize mobilization during a 100-year
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storm event.

2.19.7 If maximum fill heights exceed 15 feet or fills exceed 500 cubic yards of fill,
rock sizing, armoring thickness, chute width and chute depth shall be
calculated and sized using the nomograph provided in Figure 23 of
Cafferata et al (2017).

2.19.8 Stream crossing spillway fill slopes shall be armored from the roadbed to
the natural channel in a manner sufficient to prevent significant scour or
removal of armor during high flows. Scour is expected through road surface
rock cap.

Erosion Control and Pollution

2.20

2.21

2.22

2.23

Erosion Control. Permittee shall use erosion control measures throughout all work
phases where sediment runoff could enter a stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters
of the State).

Seed and Mulch. Upon completion of construction operations and/or the onset of
wet weather, Permittee shall stabilize exposed soil areas within the work area by
applying mulch and seed. Permittee shall utilize vegetative (e.g., seeding) or other
non-vegetative methods such as jute mat, coir mat, wood chip mat, straw mat or
wattle, straw mulch, native duff (leaves, needles, fine twigs, etc.), or lopped native
slash to protect and stabilize soils. Straw mulching shall utilize at least 2 to 4
inches of clean straw (such as rice, barley, wheat) or weed-free straw. Seeding
shall use regional native seed or non-native seed that is known not to persist or
spread [e.g., barley (Hordeum vulgare), or wheat (Triticum aestivum)]. No known
invasive grass seed such as annual or perennial ryegrass (Lolium multiflorum or L.
perenne, which are now referred to as Festuca perennis), shall be used.

Erosion and Sediment Barriers. Permittee shall monitor and maintain all erosion
and sediment barriers in good operating condition throughout the work period and
the following rainy season, defined herein to mean October 31 through June 1.
Maintenance includes, but is not limited to, removal of accumulated sediment
and/or replacement of damaged sediment fencing, coir logs, coir rolls, and/or
straw bale barriers. If the sediment barrier fails to function as designed, Permittee
shall employ corrective measures, and notify CDFW immediately.

Prohibition on Use of Monofilament Netting. To minimize the risk of ensnaring and
strangling wildlife, Permittee shall not use any erosion control materials that
contain synthetic (e.g., plastic or nylon) monofilament netting, including photo- or
biodegradable plastic netting. Geotextiles, fiber rolls, and other erosion control
measures shall be made of loose-weave mesh, such as jute, hemp, coconut (coir)
fiber, or other products without welded weaves.
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2.24 Site Maintenance. Permittee shall be responsible for site maintenance including,
but not limited to, re-establishing erosion control to minimize surface erosion and
ensuring drainage structures and stream banks remain sufficiently stable.

2.25 Cover Spoil Piles. Permittee shall have readily available erosion control materials
such as wattles, natural fiber mats, or plastic sheeting, to cover and contain
exposed spoil piles and exposed areas to prevent sediment from eroding into a
stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State). Permittee shall apply and
secure these materials prior to rain events to prevent loose soils from entering a
stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State).

2.26 No Dumping. Permittee shall not deposit, permit to pass into, or place where it can
pass into a stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State) any material
deleterious to fish and wildlife, or abandon, dispose of, or throw away within 150
feet of a stream, lake, or wetland (i.e., Waters of the State) any cans, bottles,
garbage, motor vehicle or parts thereof, rubbish, litter, refuse, waste, debris, or the
viscera or carcass of any dead mammal, or the carcass of any dead bird.

3. Reporting Measures

Permittee shall meet each reporting requirement described below. All reports shall be
submitted by e-mail to CDFW at EPIMS.R1C@wildlife.ca.gov.

3.1 Notice of Work Initiation. The Permittee shall contact CDFW within the seven-day
period preceding the beginning of work permitted by this Agreement (condition
1.7). Information to be disclosed shall include Agreement number, and the
anticipated start date.

3.2 Work Completion. The proposed work shall be completed by prior to the
expiration of this Agreement's term. A notice of completed work (condition 2.4),
with supplemental photos, shall be submitted to CDFW within seven (7) days of
project completion.

3.3 Project Inspection. The Permittee shall submit the Project Inspection Report
(condition 2.18) to CDFW.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Written communication the Permittee or CDFW submits to the other shall be delivered
to the address below unless the Permittee or CDFW specifies otherwise.

To Permittee:

Nocona Mendes
P.O.Box 912
Redway, California 95560



mailto:EPIMS.R1C@wildlife.ca.gov
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707-223-2055
noconamendes@yahoo.com

To CDFW:

Department of Fish and Wildlife

Northern Region

619 Second Street

Eureka, California 95501
EPIMS.R1C@wildlife.ca.gov
monty.larson@wildlife.ca.gov

Attn: Lake and Streambed Alteration Program
Notification #EPIMS-HUM-02552-R1

LIABILITY

The Permittee shall be solely liable for any violation of the Agreement, whether
committed by the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the Permittee, including
its officers, employees, representatives, agents or contractors and subcontractors, to
complete the project or any activity related to it that the Agreement authorizes.

This Agreement does not constitute CDFW’s endorsement of or require the Permittee to
proceed with the project. The decision to proceed with the project is the Permittee’s
alone.

SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION

CDFW may suspend or revoke in its entirety this Agreement if it determines that the
Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the Permittee, including its officers,
employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and subcontractors, is not in
compliance with the Agreement.

Before CDFW suspends or revokes the Agreement, it shall provide the Permittee written
notice by certified or registered mail that it intends to suspend or revoke. The notice
shall state the reason(s) for the proposed suspension or revocation, provide the
Permittee an opportunity to correct any deficiency before CDFW suspends or revokes
the Agreement, and include instructions to the Permittee, if necessary, including but not
limited to a directive to immediately cease the specific activity or activities that caused
CDFW to issue the notice.

ENFORCEMENT
Nothing in the Agreement precludes CDFW from pursuing an enforcement action

against the Permittee instead of, or in addition to, suspending or revoking the
Agreement.



mailto:noconamendes@yahoo.com

mailto:EPIMS.R1C@wildlife.ca.gov

mailto:monty.larson@wildlife.ca.gov
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Nothing in the Agreement limits or otherwise affects CDFW's enforcement authority or
that of its enforcement personnel.

OTHER LEGAL OBLIGATIONS

This Agreement does not relieve the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, from obtaining any other permits or authorizations that might be
required under other federal, state, or local laws or regulations before beginning the
project or an activity related to it.

This Agreement does not relieve the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, from complying with other applicable statutes in the FGC including, but
not limited to, FGC sections 2050 et seq. (threatened and endangered species), 3503
(bird nests and eggs), 3503.5 (birds of prey), 5650 (water pollution), 5652 (refuse
disposal into water), 5901 (fish passage), 5937 (sufficient water for fish), and 5948
(obstruction of stream).

Nothing in the Agreement authorizes the Permittee or any person acting on behalf of the
Permittee, including its officers, employees, representatives, agents, or contractors and
subcontractors, to trespass.

AMENDMENT

CDFW may amend the Agreement at any time during its term if CDFW determines the
amendment is necessary to protect an existing fish or wildlife resource.

The Permittee may amend the Agreement at any time during its term, provided the
amendment is mutually agreed to in writing by CDFW and the Permittee. To request an
amendment, the Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW “Request to
Amend Lake or Streambed Alteration” form and include with the completed form
payment of the corresponding amendment fee identified in CDFW'’s current fee
schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5).

TRANSFER AND ASSIGNMENT

This Agreement may not be transferred or assigned to another entity, and any purported
transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall not be valid or effective,
unless the transfer or assignment is requested by the Permittee in writing, as specified
below, and thereafter CDFW approves the transfer or assignment in writing.

The transfer or assignment of the Agreement to another entity shall constitute a minor
amendment, and therefore to request a transfer or assignment, the Permittee shall
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submit to CDFW a completed CDFW “Request to Amend Lake or Streambed Alteration”
form and include with the completed form payment of the minor amendment fee
identified in CDFW’s current fee schedule (see Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5).

EXTENSIONS

In accordance with FGC section 1605(b), the Permittee may request one extension of
the Agreement, provided the request is made prior to the expiration of the Agreement’s
term. To request an extension, the Permittee shall submit to CDFW a completed CDFW
“‘Request to Extend Lake or Streambed Alteration” form and include with the completed
form payment of the extension fee identified in CDFW'’s current fee schedule (see Cal.
Code Regs., tit. 14, § 699.5). CDFW shall process the extension request in accordance
with FGC 1605(b) through (e).

If the Permittee fails to submit a request to extend the Agreement prior to its expiration,
the Permittee must submit a new notification and notification fee before beginning or
continuing the project the Agreement covers (FGC section 1605(f)).

EFFECTIVE DATE

The Agreement becomes effective on the date of CDFW’s signature, which shall be: 1)
after the Permittee signature; 2) after CDFW complies with all applicable requirements
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 3) after payment of the
applicable FGC section 711.4 filing fee listed at
http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/habcon/ceqa/cega_changes.html.

TERM

This Agreement shall expire five years from date of execution, unless it is terminated
or extended before then. All provisions in the Agreement shall remain in force
throughout its term. The Permittee shall remain responsible for implementing any
provisions specified herein to protect fish and wildlife resources after the Agreement
expires or is terminated, as FGC section 1605(a)(2) requires.

LITERATURE CITED

Cafferata, P., D. Lindsay, T. Spittler, M. Wopat, G. Bundros, S Flanagan, D. Coe, and
W. Short. 2017. Designing Watercourse Crossings for Passage of 100-Year Flood
Flows, Wood, and Sediment (Updated 2017). California Forestry Report No.1 (Revised).
Available online at:
https://timbertraining.resources.ca.gov/pluginfile.php/957/mod_resource/content/1/100%
20yr%20revised%208-08-17%20%28final-a%29.pdf
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AUTHORITY

If the person signing the Agreement (signatory) is doing so as a representative of the
Permittee, the signatory hereby acknowledges that he or she is doing so on the
Permittee’s behalf and represents and warrants that he or she has the authority to
legally bind the Permittee to the provisions herein.

AUTHORIZATION

This Agreement authorizes only the project described herein. If the Permittee begins or
completes a project different from the project the Agreement authorizes, the Permittee
may be subiject to civil or criminal prosecution for failing to notify CDFW in accordance
with FGC section 1602.

CONCURRENCE

Through the electronic signature by the permittee or permittee’s representative as
evidenced by the attached concurrence from CDFW’s Environmental Permit Information
Management System (EPIMS), the permittee accepts and agrees to comply with all
provisions contained herein.

The EPIMS concurrence page containing electronic signatures must be attached
to this agreement to be valid.






stream crossing requires rock armoring to minimize erosion at the outlet of the culvert.
Additionally, the inlet to a second culvert is entirely covered with sediment, and the
applicant is required to remove the sediment and maintain the culvert to ensure the
culvert is properly functioning. CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, that
the applicant achieves compliance with the LSAA.

e The applicant has a final LSAA to decommission an on-stream pond. The on-stream
pond on the parcel is currently providing habitat for the American bullfrog (Lithobates
catesbeianus). While on site on October 12, 2023, CDFW observed large quantities of
adult bullfrogs at the pond site. Until the pond is removed, CDFW requests, as a
condition of project approval, that the applicant provides and implements a Bullfrog
Management plan to mitigate the proliferation of the invasive bullfrog population on
site.

e While onsite, CDFW observed sediment discharge to Waters of the State (Fish and
Game Code 5650) through the erosion of a graded flat associated with an old unused
structure. The structure was previously used for cannabis cultivation operations. COFW
requests, as a condition of project approval, that the applicant implement a stormwater
plan (site management plan) to direct surface flow away from streams to mitigate the
existing threats of sediment delivery.

e The Project Description states that the applicant is proposing to use approximately 1.5
million gallons of irrigation water annually, sourced from an existing permitted well. The
well completion report, completed by Vics Well Drilling Inc., estimates that the well is
expected to yield 20 GPM. However, the report suggests that the well yield over time
may change and potentially decrease as well use continues. Due to the project’s high
projected water needs, CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, that a
certified hydrologist assess the potential long-term yield of the well with the proposed
increased usage. Additionally, if the well is projected to produce less water as well use
continues, CDFW requests, as a condition of project approval, that the applicant is
required to increase water storage as necessary to meet all of the projects projected
needs.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.

Corrina Kamoroff

Environmental Scientist

Habitat Conservation and Planning
Humboldt/Del Norte LSA Program
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
619 Second Street

Eureka, CA 95501



