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DIVISION 3 - BUILDING REGULATIONS

CHAPTER 3

AIRPORT APPROACH ZONE BUILDING HEIGHT REGULATIONS

Sections:

5 333-4

5 333-5

5 333-6

Height Limits.

Use Restrictions.

Nonconforming Uses.

5 333 11. Appeals.

333-1.

Purpose.

This chapter is adopted pursuant to the authority conforrod by Artlcio 6.5 of Chapter 2, Part 1,

Division 1. Titio 5 of the GovornmQnt Codo of the State of California, othorwiso known as tho "Airport

Approaches Zoning Law," for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety and gcnorai wolfaro

of the inhabitants of tho County. (Ord. 331,8/29/1955)
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333-2.

This chapter rogulatos and rostricts the height of otructuros and objects of natural growth, and

333 3.

As usod in this chapter, unless the context othorwiso roquiros, the following words and terms shall

(b) Airport Hazard. "Airport hazard" moans any structure or troo or use of land which obstructs tho

airspace for the flight of aircraft in landing or taking off from any airport or is othorwiso hazardous to

(d) Nonconforming Use. "Nonconforming use" moans any structure, troo or uso of land which does

not conform to a regulation proscribod in this chapter or any amendmont thoroto as of tho offoctivo

dato of such regulations.
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(h) Approach Surface. "Approach surfaco" moans tho incnnod piano locatod directly above tho

outward from tho end of each runway and octondod outward ending at a point of 10,200 foot from

tho ond of tho runway on the oxtcndod contcr lino of tho runway. In addition, tho approach areas of

tho ond adjacent to tho runway. The approach area flares uniformly to a total width of ̂ ,000 foot at

tho ond of tho 10,000 foot section and to a total width of 16,000 foot at tho ond of tho additional

^0,000 foot Goction. For all other runways not intended for instrumont operation, tho approach aroa

(k) Approach Area SlopQ. "Approach aroa slope" moans for instrumont runways tho ijlopo of tho

approach surfaco along tho runway center lino oxtondod is 50:1 for tho innor 10,000 foot coction and

^0:1 for tho outer 10,000 foot section. For all other runways not intended for iriGtrumont operation

which moot or exceed tho minimum runway length roquircfnonts for feeder air carrier service, tho

approach area slope Is 10:1. On airports with shorter runway lengths than those Gpecified for feeder

air carrier service, the approach aroa slope 20:1 for all runways.

(1) Horizontal Surface. "Horizontal surface" moans a plane, circular In shape, with its height 150 foot

above tho established airport elevation and having a radius from tho airport reference point as

indicated in the following table, which said table also indicates the claGsiflcation of each airport for

the purpose of this chapter

Continental Airports

11,500 Foot

10,0Q0-Feet

8,500 Feet
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Truck Line Airports

6,000 Feet

5,000 Foot

Shelter Cove Airport, Dinsmore Airport)

from tho periphery of tho horizontal surface with a slopo of 20:1 moasurGd in a vortica! piano passing

transitional surfacos, Gymmotrically locatod on oithor side of the runway, ortondod upward and

lino. Thoso parallol linos arc at a horizontal distanco from the runway contor lino oquai to ono half

(o) Airport Approach Zone. "Airport approach zone" includos tho approach aroa and tho airspace

directly above it.

transition surfacos and tho air spaces directly above and bolow tho transition surfacos.

(q) Airport Turning Zone. "Airport turning zone" includes the land area directly bonoath tho conical

surface and tho horizontal surface and tho air spaces directly above and bolow tho horizontal surface

and the conical surface. (Ord. 331,5 2, 8/29/1955)
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333-4.

Height Limits.

(a) Except as othorwiso provided in this chapter, no ctructuro ohall bo Groctod or altorod, or troo

transitional surfaces as dofinod in thio chaptor.

imposG upon tho County of Humboldt any duty of maintonancG or care. (Ord. 331,5 3, 8/29/1955)

Use Restrictions.

airport, impair visibility in tho vicinity of tho airport or othGn^iso andangor tho landing, taking off or

333-6.

Nonconforming Uses.

Tho roQulations prGscrlbod in Section 333 5 of this chaptor shall not bo construod to rQquIro tho

removal, ioworing or othor chango or alteration of any structure or troo not conforming to tho

regulations as of tho offoctivo date hereof, or othorwiso intorforo with the continuance of any
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333-7.

Administration.

tho approximate olovation of all property affoctod by this chapter in order to aid proporty owners In

333-8.

VariancQS.

growth of any troo, or uso hie property not in accordanco with tho regulations prcscribod in this

Planning Commisgion. Such varianco shall bo ollowod whoro a literal application or onforcomont of

tho rogulatlons would result in practical difficulty or unnocosGary hardGhip, and the relief granted

such roasonablQ conditions and rostrictionG as the Board of Supervisors may doom nocossary. (Ord.

331,5 7, 8/20/1955)

333-9.

Permits.

Before any nonconforming structure may bo roplaccd, substantially altcrod or rebuilt within any

airport approach zone, airport turning zone or airport transition zone, a permit must be secured
I

authorizing such replacement or change. Such permit shall be granted except where the granting

thereof would allow the establishment or creation of an airport hazard, or permit a nonconforming
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333 10.

Hazard Marking and Lighting.

Any permit or varianco granted under this chapter may, if such action is doomod advisable to

groator hazard than oxistod boforo said roplacomont, alteration or robuilding commoncod. (Ord. 331,

Appeals.

(a) Any person aggriovod or affoctod by any decision of the Humboldt County Division of Aviation

iiiuuu 111 II uUI I III ll!;Ll\JLIUI I Ul IMI^ LlluptCif IJ LI lu upilJIUM llliJL u UULil^JUIl Ul wUlU L^l vlbtUrrUf fWldlKyfr

is an improper application of this chapter, must appeal to tho Board of Suporvicors prior to

(b) All appeals taken under this section must bo taken within a roasonablo time, as provided by the

rulos of the Board of Supervisors, by filing with the Division of Aviation and with the Board of

Supervisors a notice of appeal specifying tho grounds thoroof. Tho Division of Aviation shall forthwith

transmit to the Board of Supervisors all tho papers constituting the record upon which tho action

appealed from was taken.
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Diroctor of the Division of Aviation ccrtifios to the Board of Supervisors, after tho notico of appeal

has boon fllod, that by reason of tho facts ctotod in the cortificoto a stay would, in his/hor opinion,

wholly or partly, or modify tho order, roquiromont, docision or dQtormination appoalod from and may

make such order, roquirGrnQnt, docision or dotormination as may soom moot or proper.

this chapter, or to offoct any variation in this chapter. (Ord. 331,5 10,8/20/1055)

333-12.

Conflicting Regulation.

333-13.

Penalty.

Each violation of this chapter or any regulation, order or ruling promulgatod or made hGrcundor shall

constitute a misdomcanor. (Ord. 331,5 ii, 8/29/1955)
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Sections:

§ 333-1. Purpose.

§ 333-2. Scope.

§ 333-3. Definitions.

§ 333-4.

§ 333-5.

§ 333-6.

§ 333-7.

§ 333-8.

Heiaht Limits.

Use Restrictions.

Nonconformina Uses.

Administration.

Variances.

§ 333-9. Permits.

§ 333-10. Hazard Marking and Lighting.

§ 333-11. Appeals.

§ 333-12. Conflicting Regulation.

§ 333-13. Penalty.

333-1.

Purpose.

This chapter is adopted pursuant to the authority conferred bv Article 6.5 of Chapter 2. Part 1.

Division 1. Title 5 of the Government Code of the State of California, otherwise known as the "Airport

Approaches Zonino Law." for the purpose of promoting the public health, safetv and general welfare

of the inhabitants of the Countv. (Ord. , §_, _7_72020)

333-2.

Scope.

This chapter regulates and restricts the height of structures and objects of natural growth, and

otherwise regulates the use of propertv in the vicinitv of airports, bv Airport Protected Airspace and

establishing the boundaries thereof: providing for changes in the restrictions and boundaries of such

zones: defining certain terms and used herein: providing for enforcement: and imposing penalties.

(Ord. ,§^_/_72020)

333-3.

Definitions.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the following words and terms shall

have the meaning ascribed to them:

05/21/2020



Title in Div. 3 Ch. 3 Airport Approach Zone Building Height Regulations | Humboldt County Code Page 10 of 13

(a) Airport. "Airport" means anv publicly owned or administered airport.

(b) Airport Hazard. "Airport hazard" means any structure or tree or use of land which obstructs the •

airspace for the flight of aircraft in landing or taking off from anv airport or is otherwise hazardous to

such landing or taking off of aircraft.

(c^ Airport Protected Airspace. "Airport Protected Airspace" means the airspace surfaces defined bv

Part 77. Safe. Efficient Use and Preservation of the Navigable Airspace of Subpart C of Subchapter E

of Chapter I of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations fl4 CF.R. § 77.13 etseq.).

fd) Nonconformina Use. "Nonconformina use" means anv structure, tree or use of land which does

not conform to a regulation prescribed in this chapter or anv amendment thereto as of the effective

date of such regulations.

fe) Structure. "Structure" means anv obiect constructed or installed by man, including but not

limited to buildings, towers, smokestacks, mill burners and overhead transmission lines.

ffl Tree. "Tree" means any obiect of natural growth.

(Ord. J_,_/_/2020)

333-4.

Height Limits.

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, no Structure shall be erected or altered, or Tree

maintained In any Airport Protected Airspace as defined in this chapter. (Ord. , §_, _/_J2020)

333-5.

Use Restrictions. •

Notwithstanding anv other provisions of this chapter, no use mav be made of land within anv

Airport Protected Airspace as to create electrical interference with radio communication between the

Airport and aircraft, make it difficult for fivers to distinguish between Airport lights and other lights.

result in glare in the eyes of fivers using the Airport. Impair visibility in the vicinity of the Airport or

othenwise endanger the landing, taking off or maneuvering of aircraft. (Ord. , §_, _/_y2020)

333-6.

Nonconformina Uses.

The regulations prescribed In Section 333-5 of this chapter shall not be construed to require the

removal, lowering or other change or alteration of any Structure or Tree not conforming to the
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regulations as of August 29.1955. or otherwise interfere with the continuance of anv Nonconformina

Use. (Ord. , §_, ̂.72020)

333-7.

Administration.

The Department of Aviation is hereby designated the administrative aoencv charged with the duty of

administering and enforcing the regulations prescribed bv this chapter. The duties of said

Department of Aviation shall include that of hearing and deciding all permits, except variances. The

Department of Aviation shall not have or exercise anv of the powers or duties herein retained bv the

Board of Supervisors. The Department of Aviation shall prepare and make available maps to the

public showing the approximate elevation of all property affected bv this chapter in order to aid

property owners in complying with this chapter. Copies of the maps shall also be available in the

Planning & Building Department for public use. (Ord. _/_/2020)

333-8.

Variances.

fa) Any person desiring to erect any Structure or increase the height of any Structure, or permit the

growth of any Tree, or use their property not in accordance with the regulations prescribed in this

chapter, may apply to the Department of Aviation for a variance therefrom. The variance may be

granted bv the Board of Supervisors following receipt of a report of the findings made by the

Department of Aviation. Such variance shall be allowed where a literal application or enforcement of

the regulations would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship, and the relief granted

would not be contrary to the public Interest but would do substantial justice and would be in

accordance with the spirit of this chapter: provided, however, that any variance may be subject to

such reasonable conditions and restrictions as the Board of Supervisors may deem necessary. (Ord.

,§^_/Ly2020)

(b) When portions of a Structure or a Tree penetrate the Airport Protected Airspace, and the Federal

Aviation Administration has determined that such penetration is not a hazard to flight, a variance

may be administratively approved bv the Director of the Department of Aviation. (Ord. , §_,

_J-/2Q20)

333-9.

Permits.

Before anv nonconforming structure may be replaced, substantially altered or rebuilt within anv

Airport Protected Airspace, a permit must be secured authorizing such replacement or change. Such
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permit shall be granted except where the granting thereof would allow the establishment or creation

of an Airport hazard, or permit a Nonconformlng Use or Structure to be made or become higher or

become a greater hazard to air navigation than existed on the effective date of the applicable

regulation thereunder. In case of emergencies affecting the public welfare or safety or the

preservation of property, anv nonconformina Structure mav be replaced or repaired without first

obtaining a permit provided that an apolication for a permit is filed with the Department of Aviation

within twentv-four (2A\ hours after such Department is first opened subsequent to the emergency.

(Ord. _/2020)

333-10.

Hazard Marking and Lighting.

Anv permit or variance granted under this chapter mav. if such action is deemed advisable to

effectuate the purposes of this chapter and is reasonable in the circumstances, be so conditioned as

to require the owner of the Structure in question to install, operate, and maintain thereon such

markers and lights as mav be necessary to indicate to fivers the presence of any Airport hazard. The

provisions of this section shall appiv onlv to anv new nonconformina stmcture or tree, and to anv

nonconformlng Structure or Tree that is replaced, altered or rebuilt in such a wav as to create a

greater hazard than existed before said replacement alteration or rebuilding commenced. (Ord. ,

333-11.

Appeals.

(al Anv person aggrieved or affected bv anv decision of the Department of Aviation made in the

administration of this chapter, if the opinion that a decision of said Department of Aviation is an

improper application of this chapter, must appeal to the Board of Supervisors prior to introducing

anv litigation forming the subject matter of the heretofore mentioned grievance.

(b) All appeals taken under this section must be taken within a reasonable time, as provided bv the

rules of the Board of Supervisors, bv filing with the Department of Aviation and with the Board of

Supervisors a notice of aooea! specifvina the grounds thereof. The Department of Aviation shall

forthwith transmit to the Board of Supervisors ail the papers constituting the record upon which the

action appealed from was taken.

fc) An appeal shall stav all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from unless the

Director of the Department of Aviation certifies to the Board of Supervisors, after the notice of

appeal has been filed, that bv reason of the facts stated in the certificate a stav would, in their
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opinion, cause imminent peril to life or property. In such case, proceedings shall not be staved

otherwise than by order of the Board of Supervisors on notice to the Department of Aviation and on

due cause shown.

(d) The Board of Supervisors shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal, give public

notice and due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same within a reasonable time. Upon

the hearing, anv party mav appear in person or bv aoent or bv attorney.

fe) The Board of Supervisors mav. in conformity with the provisions of this chapter, reverse or affirm,

wholly or partly, or modify the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed from and mav

make such order, requirement decision or determination as may seem meet or proper.

ffi The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the Board of Supervisors shall be sufficient

to reverse, affirm or modify any order, requirement, decision or determination of the Department of

Aviation, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to pass under

this chapter, or to effect anv variation in this chapter. (Ord. , §_, _/_/2020)

333-12.

Conflicting Regulation.

Where this chapter imposes a Greater or more stringent restriction upon the use of land than is

imposed or required bv anv other, the provisions of this chapter shall oovem. (Ord. , §_, _J_72020)

333-13.

Penalty.

fal Each violation of this chapter or anv regulation, order or ruling promulgated or made hereunder

shall constitute a misdemeanor, n

fb) Anv violation of this Chapter shall be. and the same hereby is declared to be unlawful and a

public nuisance and be subject to injunction, abatement, or any other administrative, civil, or criminal

remedy available to the County as provided bv all applicable provisions of law, including those set

forth in Chapters 1 and 2 of Division 5 of Title ni. (Ord. , §_, _/.72020)
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